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S the following collection of letters has been thought worthy the 

attention of the learned by fome judicious perfons, to whom they 
were communicated, the Tranflator humbly prefumes, they will prove 
an acceptable entertainment to the public; at the fame time he will be 
bold to fay, they want no introduction to recommend them. How- 
ever, as the world will naturally enquire into the circumftances, to: 
which it is indebted for thefe valuable remains of antiquity, he thinks 
it neceflary to premife a general account of the accident which brought 
them to his hands. This account he conceives will not only be grateful 
to the curiofity of the reader, but be attended with a further good con- 
fequence to himfelf, as it will fufficiently prote&t him from the cavils of 
cenforious critics, and vindicate him from every unjuft imputation. 


It has long been a fubje&t of complaint to modern literati, that the 
Irbrary at Fez in the king of Morocco’s dominions, where the greatett 
treafures of oriental learning are fuppofed to: lie, was never yet examined 
with any tolerable care or diligence. The difficulty of accefs to it is the 
reafon why nothing certain can be known concerning it; but feveral 
have imagined, that were it thoroughly fearched, the Arabian verfions. 
of the Greek and Latin authors would in all probability fee the light. A 
learned Jew, who dwelt in that city for many years, and who by fome 
means or other had worked himfelf into the favour of the Alcaide, or 
chief magiftrate of the place, fpent much of his leifure hours in perufing 
the volumes that are lodged there. Upon his deceafe in the year 1688, 
he left his papers to an Englifh conful at Tunis, from whom he had 
received obligations in his life-time. The conful, upon turning them 
avers, 
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over, amongtt others, found a fair Spanifh manufcript intitled, ‘* Letters 
<< from an agent of the king of Perfia, refiding at Athens during the 
¢ Peloponnefian war, to the minifters of ftate, @?c. tranflated by Moses 
<¢ gen Mesnosas, froma manufcript in the old Perfic language, pre- 
«© ferved in the library at Fez.” Surprized at what he faw, he wrote 
immediately to twovor three friends im England, and informed them of 
the important difcovery. It appears that he had then an intention fo 
publifh them, but being afterwards called off by different purfuits, they 
Jay neglected until his death. By the will of the gentleman, this manu- 
{cript was left’ asa legacy :to the: Englith ‘ftranflater, who thought ait 
would’ be an aét of the higheft injuftice, to, withhold them any, longer 
from the public view. He chufes indeed to conceal: his name, which he 
hopes the candid reader will forgive, fince it is not, done with a defign 


of impofing more fafely upon the world, but in order to decline awith | 


honour the difagrecable wranglings of controverfy. 


The agent concerned in thefe letters appears to have been fingularly. 
fitted for his employment. As his mind was enlarged by a general con- 


verfation with men and books, -his. parts and knowledge furnifhed him, 


with every qualification, required even by, the moft modern writers on, 
the fubje@t of foreign negotiations. .A circumftance the more extraordi- 
nary in CLEANDER, as he lived at a time, when the balance of power 
was unequally divided in the world, and the {cience of embafly and treaty 
was not yet reduced into that regular and perfect fyftem, to which it has 
been carried by the wifdom of later and more improved ages. -For the 
fimplicity of the ancients in all their contefts with their neighbours led 
them into the ftrange abfurdity-of fettling ambiguities, inftead of leaving. 
them; and it was the conftant rule of their policy not to play with the 
rights af nations, but to ftate and to clear them. 


During the refidence of our agent in the city of Athens, he feems to 
have been extremely curious in examining the conftitution of Greece; 
and while he writes to the minifters on matters of political and public 
bufinefs, he does not fail to tranfmit faithful accounts to his friends of 
the learning prevailing in the country, and little private anecdotes re- 
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Jatine to himfelf. Far from dealing in trivial and low occurrences, his 
letters are full of the moft important information. We never find him 
prefling for any increafe of his remittances, but contented with his firft 
appointments. It is agreeable enough to obferve him upon fome occafions 
deviating from the dull road of his inftructions, and acting with that 
freedom and latitude of judgment, which a wife man fhould be indulged . 
in exercifing, and with that air of authority and underftanding, which. 
naturally creates efteem.. He makes ufe of the accefs, which he gained 
to the confiderable men. of Athens by a peculiar dexterity in his con- 
verfation, to the fervice of his. mafter, and the intereft of Perfia; and 
though he now and then breaks out into {trong and rapturous expreflions 
on liberty, he cannot lay afide a zealous regard for the one, or a firm. 
attachment to the other. In a word, he is a pattern of addrefs in nego- 
tiation ; and I doubt not but if Wicqueror® had been acquainted with 
his character, he had numbered CreanpeR among the moft eminent 
matters of that art, and recommended his letters in the fame page with 
cardinal D’ Ossat’s *. 


Befides thefe fentiments,. which. evidently. flow from a perufal of the: 
papers now offered to the public, a fecret pleafure will arife in the breaft 
of every man of tafte and knowledge, when he confiders how much they- 
tend to corroborate the teftimony of THucypipes,; to heighten our idea. 
of his impartiality, and to wipe off the unjuft afperfions, that have 
been thrown. upon his memory by Joserpuus+. At. the fame time we 
may entertain a more adequate notion of the cuftoms of the Greeks and. 
Perfians from thefe letters of our agent’s, in which the living manners 
are exprefied, than we can. poflibly gather from the moft formal and: 
elaborate treatifes of grave antiquaries. Not to mention feveral curious. 
particulars of court fubtilty and intrigue interwoven im the courle of 
them, which may feem perhaps beneath the notice of an hiftorian, but: 
which yet have a wonderful effect in: unravelling the fecret f{prings and: 
true caufes of action. 


%* Vide Wicquefort’s compleat Amb. Sect. 10. B 2. 
+ Vide Jofeph. con. Appion. where he endeavours to !eflen the credit of the Greek hiftorians.. 
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As to the objections, which have been framed with peculiar fuccefs, to 
the genuinenefs of the epiftles of Puazaris and TurmisToctres bya 
formidable champion in the republic of letters; fuch objections as are 
drawn from the uncertain time, in which the great men who are fpoken 
of in them are fuppofed to have flourifhed, and from the matter of the 
epifties themfelves; we conceive, that no fuch can le againft the col- 
lection before us. Atossa*, who was the firft inventrefs of letter-writing 
in the opinion of our critic, had been feveral years dead, before CLE- 
ANDER made his appearance on‘the theatre of human affairs; and after 
her death fhe could no longer monopolize the ufe of it. It is therefore 
apprehended with an honeft confidence, that we have little to fear either 
from the extenfive learning or penetration of that critic +. 


To conclude, the Tranflator begs leave to congratulate the literary 
world on the difcovery of this hidden treafure of antiquity, which may 
be confidered as a large acceffion to the wealth it already ftands poflefied 
of ; and to congratulate himfelf on his own being the unworthy inftru- 
ment, after an interval of fo many ages, of prefenting thefe ineftimable 
relics to the public. . oe oti 


Be 


* Vide Bentley againft Boyle, p, 535. 


+ Dr. Bentley was then alive. 
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PREFACE to Tuis Epition. 


T is thought proper to preferve the Preface to the oftavo edition of 
I thefe Letters*, which fuppofes the work to be genuine, and a tranfla- 
tion from an old Arabic Verfion ; but when a due interval of time has 
elapfed, the truth may be owned; the illufion vanithes; it is a mafque- 
rade which is clofed; the fancy-drefles and the domino’s are returned to 
their refpective wardrobes ; the company walk about again in their pro- 
per habits, and return to their ordinary occupations. in life. 


The Authors of thefe Letters were a Society of Friends, who were 
contemporaries at the Univerfity of Cambridge, about the years 1739 and 
1740; all their names (except that of the writer of this preface) were an 
ornament to the place. ‘The world was unfortunately deprived of the 
talents, virtues, and fervices of one of them, when they were moft wanted 
both by his own profeffion, and by the public: not above two or three 
of the fet are now living; they lament. the lofs of their-colleagues, and 
cultivate the remembrance of their former friendly conneétion. 


The Learned, into whofe hands thefe Letters may fall, will beft judge 
how correctly the manners of antiquity are kept up, and how truly the 
hiftory of thofe times is reprefented in them. | 


The Grecian part of the correfpondence is exaétly ftated from Tuucy- 
pIDEs and PLrurarcu; the Perfian is extended and improved from the 
few remaining fragments of Cresias; but it is hoped, the Coffumé of 
the Eaft is preferved throughout, and the events fuch as might happen 
under a well-governed abfolute monarchy—the picture of which is more 
flattering than experience commonly jutftifies. ~ 


The general character of CLEANDER is taken from Maumut, the 
Turkifh Spy ; but it is finithed upon the Greek model ; and the philofo- 


* Printed by James Bettenham in 174k% 
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phical and literary features of it are copied from the Schools of Athens, 
and the Groves of Academus. The forms and language of the negotia- 
tion part of the Letters may be thought too refined for the times when 
they are fuppofed to be written ; the difpatches of thofe great minifters, 
Tempe and D’EsSTRADES, were the originals which the writers in that 
department have attempted to imitate. 


Heropotus, PAUsANIAS, and STRABO, have furnifhed the Antiqui- 
ties of ALgypt; Hypn’s Religio Vet. Perfarum has been chiefly followed 
+4 the Letters which relate to that obfcure fubject, and it is hoped with 
fome fuccefs: and fo as to form an interefting contraft with the Greek 
worfhip and philofophy. 


Perhaps the character and travels of the young Perfian Satrap ORSAMES,. 


“might have been more varied and enlivened, and he might have been. 


brought to Greece to ferve a volunteer in their armies, ahd improve under 
the military inftitutions of ‘Athens and Sparta; but it is thought, advife- 
able, on the whole, to make no altérations from ‘the original edition, par-. 
ticularly as the learned and ingenious writer of thofe letters is deceafed, 


Not many years ago the younger CREBILLON, a name ‘well ‘knowh 
among the novel writers of France, publifheda work in ‘four'volumes 
under this very title of Lettres Atheniennes; they relate to the fame ‘times;. 
and have fome of the fame characters with ours, as PeRicLes, ASPASIA, 
Creon, and Ancisiapes; but the turn of that correfpondence is fo dif- 
ferent from that of the prefent work, that no comparifon can be made 
between them; the readers will give the preference according to their re-. 
{pective -taftes and inclinations.—We hope our. characters are antique. 
Thofe of Mr. CREBLLLON are in a great degree the petit maztresand petites: 
maitrefes of Paris ; and the idea,of improving the manners. and morals of 
fociety, does not feem to have been the principal object of that ingenious- 

vriter. in, thofe letters, any more than_in the Sopha & PE f/cumoetre. 
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1ft year of the Peloponnefian ware 
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Creanprr to Gozryas, chief fcribe to ArTaxeRxeEs king of Perfia: 


TS arrival at Athens, and admiffion amongft the wflotnot, or firangers refiding there. Tha 
preparations for war. The furprize of Platea by the Thebans. The fentiments of the 


people concerning the caufes of the rupture. Pace Ie 
5 Rene ype ere. 

Ciranper to Hirpras his brother, 4 merchant at Ephefus. 

A defcription of the port Piraeus, Some reflections on trade and the Athenian greatnefs. Page 3 


= 
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CLEANDER to ARTAPHERNES, governor of Sardis. ? 
The war declared. A lift of the land and naval forces of Athens. The Peloponnefian army in 


full march for Attica. The inhabitants of the country removed into the city. Reafans for that 
meafure, and the inconveniencies of it. Page 4. 
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CLEANDER to Mecasyzus, one of the feven counfellors of ftate to the king of 
~ Perfia, and general of his army. 


_ The fecret caufes of the war explained at large, and the charafler and conduét of PERICLES 
difeuffed. Page 5. 
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CLeanper to Hypaspes firft chamberlain to the king of Perfia, 
The different manners of Greece and Afia defcribed. Page 6, 
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CLEANDER’s diligence and behaviour approved by the Perfian.council. Remarks on the advantages 
like to accrue to Perfia by the Grecian divifions, Ordered. to join in di iftreffing the meafures of 
PERICLES. Page 8. 


Leek TE OR SEV 


Hypaspes to CLEANDER. 


The marriage of ARasPEs and ARAMINTA at the court of Ecbatana.. The character of ORSAMES: 
a young nobleman, who is juft fetting out upon his travels. Page q.. 


oR Tet BYR Vil. 
CLEANDER to GoBRYAS. 


Invafion of Attica by the Peloponnefians. The -Athenians by the advice of PERICLES keep within 
their walls. The murmurs of the hse te party at this! conduct. A fleet fent out to ravage the 
-. enemies coats. . . Page xt. 


Lb E. FT: E R IX. 
Hippias to his brother CLEANDER. 


Accounts of the hindrance to trade in the Perfian dominions, and of a journey to Ecbatana. Page 12, 


£4 Ter, Waaetk geo Lente + Me 
ORsAMES. tO CLEANDER. 


Defcription of Babylon. Intention to pafs through Arabia\in his way to Aigypt. Page 14. 


L. Ko T> T'. By Rea) AI. 
ECLreanpdeER to OTAWES. 
A furvey of the city of Athens. Some of its magnificent flructures defcribed. Page 16. 


Lae a Ee XT. 
CLEANDER to MEGABYZUS. 
The Athenian cuflom of making a folemn funeral for thafe, that died in battle. The folemnity de- 
feribed, and its ufe commended, Page 17% 
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Lo TT] BR XI. 
CLEANDER to GoBRYAs. 
Ox the Athenian conftitution. Page 20. 
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GopBprRyas to CLEANDER. 


He expreffes the fatisfaction he receives from his difpatches. Sends him a mark of the hing’s bounty. 
Informs him of the refolutions of the Perfian council with regard. to Grecian affairs, and of an 
embaffy from the Peloponnefian allies to the court of Perfia. Page 22.. 
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Account of a magnificent facrifice and entertainment at Sufa.. Pace 24. 


od year of the Peloponnefian war.. 
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CLrEANDER to GoOBRYAS. 


Obeys the king’s orders in retiring to. Salamis during the plague. Account of that fatal calamity, 
and the miferable fiate of Athens. Invafion of the Peloponnefian army. Page 26, 
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Smerpis the Mage to CLEANDER. 
Tranquillity of bis Bactrian folitude. Concern for the fafety of CLEANDER. Increafe of luxury 
in Greece. Page 28. 
LETTER XVIII. 
CLEANDER to ORSAMES. 
Compliments him upon his rifing character. Lays-before him the general ftate of Greece and Egypt. 


Page 30. 
B-E..T E.R 4 XIX, 
CreANDER to Hypbaspes. 
Defeription of bis retreat in Salamis. Charaéters of feveral of the Greek poetss Page 32, 


Lye T -F cB oR XK 
CLEANDER to SMERDIS, 


Commiferates the deplorable ftate of Athens. Enguires into the origin of the evil principle ARx= 
MANIUS, and the reafon of his being permitted to afflict. mankind: The arrival of Hippocrates 
the phyficians. . ; -” Page 36. 
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LETTER _ XXL. 
Orsames to CLEANDER. 
Deferibes his journey through Arabia Felix. Page 38. 


Lk TSTeErR XXII. 
CLEANDER to GOBRYAS. 


Til fuccefs of PERICLES at Epidaurus. The fiege of Potidaea in Thrace by the Athenians. Anecdotes 
relating to the caufes of the war. Plague continues. Honours beftowed on HIPPOCRATES. 
Page 40. 
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ARTAPHERNES to CLEANDER. 


Gives him an account of his promotion ta the government of Lydia. State of the province. Company 
at MeGasyzus’s palace near Echatana. Court news. Page 42. 


Bet oT ERS POX. 
MecaAByzus to CLEANDER. 


Lays before him a plan of politics for recovering the affairs of Perfia. Further information about the 
Peloponnefian embafly. Infirucis him on that head. Affures him of the royal favour. Page 44. 


Leek aie, XXV. 
ORSAMES to CLEANDER. 3 
His arrival at Thebes in Aigypt. The grandeur of that city defcribed with the pillars of HERMES. 


Page 45. 
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CLEANDER to GoBRYAS, 
The Lacedemonians refufal to accept the Athenian propofals for a peace difcourages the people. Pr- 


RICLES endeavours to raife their fpirits. They remove him from his command. But determine to 
continue the war. Send fecret orders to the refident in Thrace relating to ihe Peloponnefan am- 


baffadors. Page 48. 
ih T ££ EF RY XXVIII. 
CLEANDER .to ORSAMES, 
State of philafophy in Greece. Account of the Tonick feét. Page 50. 


L xii fh ER XXVIII. 
GospRyas to CLEANDER. 


Reficétions on PERICLES’s removal. Tells him that Srrauces bas delivered. up the Peloponnefian 


ambaffadors, notwith/tanding the king of Perfia’s inflances in their favour, Wifhes that Cun- 
ANDER could fave them from the fury of the Athenians. Page 52. 
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LRer Teka XX. 
OrsAMES to CLEANDER. 


Account of the Egyptian bieroglyphics. Page 53> 
der Td ead OP NIN XXX. 


HypvpasPpes. to CLEANDER,. 


The court removes to Babylon. Popular behaviour of ARTAXERKES, Surprizing difcovery of 
ArTaBAzUS’s daughter, Defeat of the Cadufians. Page 54. 


Eee TAR SR = 2 AOE 
CLEANDER ‘to GOBRYAS. 
Execution of the Peloponnefian embaffadors by decree of the people. Pretences far that barbarous 
meafure. Potideain Thrace furrendered to the Athenians. Page 56. 
i. B- T-T B, Re + DRL 
QrsamMes’ to CLEANDER, 


_ Further remarks on the hieroglyphics. Page 57. 


ke pl DE KR XXXL. 
CLrEANDER to \GoOBRY AS. 


Returns to Athens upon the ceafing of the plague. PERicies reffered. Introduced to that Mini fier y. 
and his converfation with him. Account of ‘the peculiar manner of fitting out flips at Athens. 
Page 58. 


bok SE +E... R XXXV. 
CrEeaNDER to OT ANE S: 


Further defcription of the city. Page 60% 
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Sends commentaries of fome eminent ftate/men among the Greeks. Their charadiers briefly touched: 
upon, Anecdote relating to 1 HEMISTOCLES. Page 62. 


3a year of the Peloponnefian war. 
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CLEANDER to GOBRYAS. 
Meffazes between the Athenians, Plateans, and Lacedamonians, Platea befieged by. the lattere 
Defeat.of the former in Thrace.. Page 64- 
3. LE. T- 
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LiekeeL. Te ER XXXVII. 
SMERDIS to CLEANDER. 


Enieavours to clear up his doubts concerning the evil principle. Relates the opinions of Jome eminent 
magi on that head. Page 66. 


PE 1 wea a KO VEL 
CreanvDdER to ORSAMES. 
Account of the Italic fect and PyTHAGORAS its founder. Page 68. 


Lec sT oT eE yp Roe. SARIX. 
Crean per: to Hy pas p£s. 
Accounts for the obfcurity and uncertainty of the hiftory of the fir times of Greece. Page 71. 


Lek Ia ree R: XL. 
CLrEANDER to GOBRYAS. 
PericLeEs’s death, The circumftances attending it. A fine faying of his. Page 73. 


LET ‘FP ER Se xX Gh 
CLEANDER to MEGABYZUS, 
A full view of Pertcies’s character and politics. Page 74. 


Lik 7 oie FR. XLII. 
ORSAMES to CLEANDER, 


Defeription of Osmandvas’s tomb at Thebes. Fine profpect from \s1s’s temple. Prepares to fet 
out for Syene. Page 78. 
GR TRO ex atl, ; 
CreanvdeER to Hypbaspes. 
Short account of the earlier Greek biftorians. Character of HERopoTus. Page 81. | 


PEL Os WB ohh ME SIR | ea Bn 
Gospryas to CLEANDER. 
Reflects on the contents of fome of his former letters. An agent arrived from Lacedemon, whofe 
conduct and inftructions are difapproved. Page 83. 
LU ieat FUR xy: 
CLEANDER to GosBRyYaAs. 


Siege of Plataa continued. Unjfucce/sful expedition of the Peloponnefians againft Acarnania. Naval 
victory obtained by the Athenians under the command of PHORMIO. Page 85. 
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vei T F ER F XV 
_ Pxuormro to the fenate and people of Athens. 
Particulars of the aétion. Preffés for reinforcements. | Page 86, 


Lote per Le bee ie XLVI. 
OR SAMES, to CLEAN DE R. 


Journey to Syene. Particular worfbip of a diftrict in the Thebaid nome. Account of the Hermetic 
books. Cataracis of the Nile. Pave 88. 


LET TER. XLVIIL 


CLEANDER to SMERDIS. 
Character of SOCRATES, Page 1. 


Myvie a+ Ts BER XLIX. 
CLEANDER: to ORSAMES. 


Converfation with THUCYDIDES on the di py ition and temper of the Athenians. His charaéler, and 
defign for writing a biftory. | Page 92, 


Lek “Del ae AR Is. 
Cizk AM DER mt0O,.G OBR Y_A S; 


Second engagement between PHoRMIo and the Corinthians. Delays in fending him fupplies. The 
party prevailing at Athens deferibed, Charatier of CuEoN. Page 94. 


YE TTR RET, 
Hypaspes to CLEANDER,. 


Remarks on the military difcipline of Perfia. Defcription of a camp in the plains of Babylon. 


Page 96, 
ii La ti) Eas TLE 
CLEANDER to SMERDIS. 
A converfation with SOCRATES on the banks of the river Iliffus. Page go, 


Tf BAT “IY EVR LI¥. 
OrsamMeEs to CLEANDER. 


His voyage down the Nile from Syene to Heliopolis. Defcription of the country during the inunda- 
tion, Ceremonies performed at the cutting of the banks, i yfical reafons affigned by the priefts for 
the annual overflowing of the Nile. Page 101. 


L . GE 


CA. Or I ie BB DR 8 


i ke T FER LIV. 
CrEeANDER to GOBRYAS. 
Attempt to furprize the Pireeus proves ineffectual, Blockade of Plataa, Difeovery of a treafonable 
corre/pondence between Sacas the eunuch and PERICLES. Page 104. 
Pos be ee Ty. 
SCEE AN DERE tO ld i PPlIeAss. 


Converfation with an Athenian on the effects of liberty to excite a national valour. Page 106. 


da RG Berg Bag ORT TIN ‘ 
Conver fation with the fame on the law of oftracifme Page 108, 


4th year of the Peloponnefian war. 


Ect ols (1, Be- Re eel. 
CLEANDER to GOBRYAS. 


Further account of the Athenian conftitution, Of the <Archons, Areopagus, and other courts of 
judicature, Page 111. 


Lak 2 rR. LVI. | 
GoBRYAS to CLEANDER. 


SACAS feized.- His eRamination and fentence. Interefi ufed to fave him. Another agent from: 
Sparta expected. Page 114, 


Ee Pa ye Ry BI 
CLEANDER tO SMERDIS. 


Charaéters of the Grecian fages compared with ZOROASTER.. Page 1162 


Ee Pathe Pik: mR: FX; 
CLEANDER to MEGaABYZUS, 
Account of the military difcipline of the Greeks. - Page 128. 


ae aed CLE BET ee a LXI. 
SmER DIS to: CLEANDER. 
On the want of difcipline in the fchools of the Magi. Page 125-. 


LY Pi eee | LEXIE. 
CEEANDER to GOBRYAS. 


Revolt of Lefoos, CLEANDER in.danger of being difcovered. Page 127. 
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SMERDIS to CLEANDER. 
On the abufe of travelling. ' Pace 129. 
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Creanper to HypaspPpeEs. 
— Charaéiers of his companions in his Olympic expedition. “Page 131, 


LieE- rT Te: Eq Ry ALIEV: 
ORSAMES to CLEANDER, 
Orders of the Egyptian pricfts. Their manner of life. Account of the Cabirz. Page 1344 


1, oad Dood 1g FG Ed Deed 5 ea atl We, a 
CLEANDER to Hypaspes, 
Journey from Athens to Megara. er Page 1372 


PE Pe Pie ey STE 


CLEANDER to Hypaspes. 
Corinth deferibed. Its moft remarkable buildings. Page 139. 


Is boTVTSC ER LXVIII. 
CreanDER to GosryAs, 
Short biflory of Corinth, their naval firength and fituation. Page 141. 


Pee Ta Re TTX. 
CLrEANDER to Hypaspes,. 
Defeription of the temple of JUPITER, and other curiofities of Olympia. Page r42. 


ae. Tie Re ose 


Hypvaspes to Creanper. 
Execution of Sacas. Some Median lords examined. Charaéter of NiCANDER, the new Spartan 
agent, and of CRatippus, the Rhodian fophifi, Page r4s. 


GHEST T SER LXXI, 
S.MER.D-ISStoHCLEAN DER. 


The Grecian and Perfian philofophy compared. Some miftakes of the former in their accounts of 
the Perfian religion cenfured. Page 148. 


b 2 i? Fares 


O).(O) Aa SRA Ae, Wes. 


UshsT T ERR DAXE 


CreanverR to HyDASsPES. : 
Celebration of the games. The different incidents and. other particulars relating to them, Page 150. 


Ter ee ot LXXIII. 
CLEANDER to GOBRYAS. 


Audience given by the allies to the Mitylenian deputies ; refolutions thereupons Page 154, 


pipe el oc PS Sick he A LXXIV. 
GoprRyas to CLEANDER. 
Difcoveries relating to the Median lords. Commilfion given to CRATIPPUS. Conference between 
himfelf and NicANDER the Spartan refident. Page 155. 
Merch! whe Booed rt wtp Seeeea he Bb, G7, G13 
ORSAMES to CLEANDER, 


His fentiments: on the animal worfbip and mythology of the Higyptians. Page 158.. 


£7 BAXCTY FE) ROR 4 VE XO, 
CLEAN DER? tO” ley, D714. Se Bs: 


Gives him an account of the profecution commenced by CLEON againf? ARISTOPHANES before 
the Areopagus : their feveral pleadings before that court: wifhes, that the fatirical [pecies of wit: 
were abolifhed. out of the world. Page 160, 

1 Ee ele kk LXXVII. 
CreaANvDER to GosRyas. 


Obliged on his return to ferve on board the Athenian fleet. Efcape of the Plateaus. State of the 
fiege of Mitylene, CLEON’s corruption detected, Plan of a comedy- of ARISTOPHANES. 


Page 162% 
iD, SOR PM Reger LXXVIII. 
CRATLPPUS to CLEANDER. 


Same account of his family. Arrival and reception.at Sparta. Death of ARCHIDAMUS, Page 166.. 


Libre SORE &R LXXIxX.. 
CLEANDER to OR sSAaMES: 


Converfation with CTESIPHON the fophi/?. on the origin of fable Page 167. 


i. Fe ee 


UO AN Ute ONE ops) 


i ROT -T HORT exxx. 


CLEANDER to ORSAMES. 


The fame fubject continued. Page 170. 


LOR T Toe bt bexexr. 
CLrEANDER to Mecaspyzus. 


Gives an account, how he has laid out his money in pieces of painting and fculpture. Page 173, 


sth year of the Peloponnefian war. 


NVR Th 1) Bo Roth POTTS 
CLEANDER to GoOBRYAS. 


Tumult in the city. Taking of Mitylene by the Athenians. Advices relating to the Peloponnefian 
fret. Eis fentiments on the negotiations of Sparta with the court of Perfia. Death and charac- 


ter of PHoRMIo, the Athenian admiral. Page 177, 
Pra hel ER LXXXIIT. 
CLreanDdeER to Hypaspes. 


Reprefentation: of the Acharnenfes of ARISTOPHANES. Theatre defcribed, Conver fation with 


PHILEMON on the licentioufnefs of the ftage. Page 180. 
[ey Big Bak. he LXXXIV. 
FHirperas to Creanper. 

Expofes the falfe fieps of XERXES’s expedition. Page 184. 


Bel) Tek ® LXXXV. 
ORSAMES to CLEANDER, 


Fiew of Aigypt after the inundation.  Proceffion in honour of Ists. Memphis defcribed. Abftra 
of the Agyptian hiftory. Page 188. 


Tie fokits tae 1 1).0,0.4'4 6 
CLEANDER to GoBRYAS, 


Debate in the affembly at Athens on the punifonent of the revolted Mitylenians. The fr decree’ 
on that. fubjet? moderated by a fecond. Page 192. 


ah SAE 1s 


Charaéter of NEHEMIAH, the Few, and account of th 


CAO ae ae IN Des. 


TREE Ol SER LXXXVII. 
CLEANDER to HyDASPES, 
Origin of tragedy and comedy. Charaéter of AisCHYLUS. Page 197. 


Litera T Bee LXXXVIll. 


FlypaspPpeEs to CLEANDE Rs 


ve “Fewifh nation. Page 199+ ~ 


They et Ra Bie Sip A LXXXIX. 


CLEANDER to MEGABYZUS. 
Sends over TELE- 


Deferibes the pieces of painting and feulpture, which he has bought for him. 
Page 201. 


PHANES the architect to take care of them. 


EB FoF E Ry RE. 


CLEANDER to HyYyDASPES. 


the affemblies by party animofity. 
Page 205. 


On the corruptions introduced into the eloquence and management of 


ji Deis es BS Cae s Gace Ge 


CLEAWNDER. to GoBRYAS. 
Is acquitted of a 


Sedition of CORCYRA. Severity of the Spartans to the conquered Plateans. 
profecution brought againft him for being a fpy. Page 207. 
| pee Oh Bs Be a XCIl. 
OrSAMES to CLEANDER. 
On the laws of Lgypt. Page 210. 
[! RA VP RR Se ecient: 
Hiirppras to CLrEANDER. 
The advantages of the Perfian government above thofe of the Grecian ftates. Page 216. 
LY EVER BR XC, 
CreanvderR to HyYDASPES. 
Page 219 


Charaéters of the Greek dramatic poets. 
iL eee 
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Poel Tob RR Ke, 


G.o-pipyas# to. Cnn p ER. 


f 


Lacedemonian anfwer to the Perfian propofals. ‘fuftice of the king to fome Athenian merchantse 
Different parties at the court. Revolt of Sogdiana, Page 222. 


La Toe bask ee eS KEVT: 
CLEANDER tO ORSAMES, 
The Eleufinian myfleries defcribeds Page 225. 


LETTER -XCVIL 
S meer ptrsto SC nF AAD ER. 


Converfation with Zavoc the Few, en the difpenfations of providence to his nation. Page 227. 


LET Tf ER t XCull: 
CLrEANDER to. GOBRYAS. 


Sedition at Corcyra quelled by the Athenian fleet. Affiflance granted to the Leontines. Page 230. 


Ee el ees re 
Oranes, chief architect and fuperintendant of the royal palaces, to CLEANDER. 


On the proofs of a univerfal deluge from foffils. Page 13% 


Lees? EO RR Cc. 
CLEANDER to GoBRYAS. 


Complains of his enemies defigns againft him at court. Page 235- 


Wbeclael ye RCL 
Ons AIM e s+ to, CLE ANDER. 


- Reafons for the regard fhewn by the Zigyptians to the dead. The Pyramids, the lake Meeris, and. 
the Labyrinth defcribed. Page 236. 


6th year of the Peloponnefian war. 
Lee a Ra on CHS 


Hypasprrs tov€rir an DER. 


Death and charaéter of Mecasyzus. Of Timocuss the Eubecan. Praétices of CLEANDER’s 
enemies. Villainy of APOLLONIDES the phy/ician. Page 241. 


i. Ee yee 
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fea, 241 ee eR Ciil. 
CLEANDER to ORSAMES. 


Converfation with Socrates on the exiftence and worfoip of the evil principle. | Page 244 


Ligh ST ye RCI: 


CLEANDER to SMERDIS. 
The charaéter of DEMOCRITUS. Page 248. 


Lok, OF SRE RSL -CY¥. * 


ARTAXERXES to CLEANDER. 
(Orders him to encourage the remains of the Median faction at Thebes. ¥ Page 240. 


LatcT TSE Rae yi. 
CLEANDER to ORSAMES. 


Further converfation with Socrates on the origin and progre/s of idolatry. Page 250¢ 


6) EA SP See CVII. 
CLEANDER ‘to GoBRYAS. 


Improbability of fucceeding in his Theban commiffion ; fufpects it to be a contrivance of his enemies. 
| Page 254 


Libiutel ghar gerevig. 


OrsaMeEs to CLEANDER. 


Voyage down the Delta, deferibes the buildings and curiofities of Sais and Bubaftus; reflections on 
the religious ceremonies of the Aigyptians. . Page 2554 


Eee ee ed CIX. 
C LE AND EiRa. tO GoBpRYAS 


The frate and difpofition of the Thebans ; event of his commiffion ; complains of the calumnies of bis 
enemies, and vindicates his own condudt. Page 258. 


Dye Das Cx 
SMERDIS to CLEANDER. 


On the ancient conftitution of Perfia, and education of their youth, _ Page 260. 


I LE 


SAG oF TF oN P'S 


Der, Lie tee CXL. 
SMERDIs to CLEANDER, 
Ri Pah ian government founded on the fcheme of a private family. Page 262. 


LER VT T ERS GRIE 
Gosryas to CLEANDER, 


im ee s enmity, and the reafons of fe Theban comsniifion coplainad: His credit at court 


confirmed. The flight of Zopyrus. Apprebenfion and death of OxvaTHREs. © Refalution of 
the Perfian council, 


Page 264. 
is oEs Ta OT GE SR CXIII. 
ORsaAMES to CLEANDER. 
The ftory of Hazt1a, the daughter of Besacu. Page 266.. 


LBial pi Bow t CARLY: 
CLreanpver to Hypvaspes. 
Journey to Delphi. The fituation, temple, and other curtofities of that place defcribed. Page 272. 


ae le bak: aX Vv, 


Hypaspes to CLEANDER, 


Pale tau s return from Zigypt, his marriage, and promifing charaéter. Page 276, 


WET A Re Heads 
CraTippus to CLEANDER, 


A general account of the origin and early hiftory of the Spartans. Some pecultarities in their man 
ners and conftitution. 


Page 277. 
Tat Te EER ce CCXML 
CLEANDER to Gosryras. 
Rife and conflitution of the Amphidtyonic council. . Extraét of letters from Athens, Page 281. 
DP oiek uh Ba CXVIIT. 
CRATIPPUS to CLEANDER, 
Farther account of the government and manners of the Spartans. Page 28s. 


c in Eee 
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L. E.T T E R.. CXIX. 
CraTippus to CLEANDER. 
Some: account of the education and domeftic difcipline of the Spartans. Page 28. 


GEE 2 BU Rane is 
CLEANDER to SMERDIS. 

Shews, that- the oracle at Delphi. was wholly fupported by fuperftition and impofture, without any- 
._ intervention of the. evil principle. Page ‘ 
i lh Daas Sed Baas tae CXXE. 

‘EEGEPHANES to CLEANDER.. 


The barbarit magnificence of the royal palace of Per Ebel ; attempt to explain fome of sts enigmati~ 
_cal ornaments. Page 296. 


| ae SF T if Mali canta when, Wp. 8 ak 
ELEANDER to ORSAMES. 


Vi (if it from Delphi:to the. cave of: Tropuonius., Relates-what paffed. there... Page 299. 


LE r Te HR CXXIIE 
CEEANDER to GoBRYAS. 


Return to Athens. Reports of the Athenian deputies. Vitory gained by DEMOSTHENES over ther 
“¢ Ambracians, Arrival. of ZOPYRUS 4, his. views, Charaéer of CLEANDER’s nephew CHA= 
i Page 301s. 


RICLES; 
LYE. TER RY. Sx. 
Ciranper to; Bacoas, ‘chief eunuch in the palace of ARTAXERXES. 


Sénds.a cargo of thirty virgins, whom he deferibes.. Defires one may be prefented: to Hy. DASPES. 
Compliments the eunuch on his employment. Page 3043. 


Ro Bs Te aR oe GOK Vi 
Goszryas. to CLEANDER. 


Conference swoith PYTHON on the military; preparations carrying on in the, Perfian dominions. Secret: 
intelligence from Sparta. Inftruétions with regard to. ZOPYRUS.. Page 306s. 


BR Be £iT B&R CXXVI. 
CLEANPRPER to Ti y, p-a.S. PLES... 


Some memoir of the tife and: character of ASPASIA. Page 308: 


lL. EK E- 
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LeEvY Tak; Re CXXVIL. 
CLEANDER to GosBRYAS. 
‘Obfervations on Soton’s law againj? ingratitude, and the diferetionary power lodged in the Athinits 
judges. Page 311. 
ily Sooke ent i seen suh sob pss Ob QU 
xe CLEANDER to the fame. 
The rife, progrefs, and balance of the Athenian conftitution, Page 314. 
Leied “Tei K CXXIX. 
Creanper to Hippias 
The chara&er and difpofition of the Athenian merchants. Page 316 
LETTER CXxXxX. 
CLEANDER to SMERDIS. 
Tells him in what manner he obferves the ceremonial part of ZOROASTER’S laws Page 31» 


Leal? i RU CL, 
ARTAPHERNES to CLEANDER. 
Recalled from his government. Account of bis family.  Defigns of the minifiry. His efleem for 


CLEANDER. . Page 320. 
Ui Es Lad platen iol 
Ci raw DIES!) tO. G OBR VAS. 
Relates a conver {ation with ZoPYRUS. , Page 322. 


LE TT ER ‘CXXXHR |: 
Cw aR eb 2’s “to CLEAN D & R. 


Fourney to Sufa. Reception from Hypaspes and Gopryas. State of affairs at thecourt. Cha= 
raéters of GoBRYAS and TERtBAzuS. Of XERXES the prince royal, and lis brother Soc- 
DIANUS» Page 324. 


“th year of the Peloponnefian war. 


L -Bvigfey ER CX, 
CLEANDER to GOBRYAS. 


The taking of Pylus by the Athenians. Befieged by the Spartans. Affault fuftained by DeMost- 
wENEs the governor. “Py rHo0n’s advices out of Perfia. Zoryrus ready to fail for Caunus. 

Page 328, 

Boy i, - Bee ue 


C LON EAN 1 PietS: 


Li BVT T+ RB R= CXXAY. 
Hippias to CreanvDER. 
Account of the unfuccefiful paffion of Herroporus of Ephefus. Page $31. 


LETTER CXXXVL 
CLEANDER to ALEXIAS. 
The flate of phyfic in Greece. Character of Hippocrates and his works. Page 334. 


Reet Se ER Ox NOV AT, 
CreanvdeR to Hrippras. 
Gonverfatian with Asp asia concerning the influence of various forms of government on the manners. 
of the women. Page 337 
E, aT eR CXXXVIII.. 
‘AMORGES to CLEANDER. 
The - iit fucce/s.of ZOPYRUS’s attempt upon Caunus ; bis conduct cenfured at courts. Page 3445. 


ook ST ie aR ae GX oes 
SMERDIS to CLEANDER.~ 


Gives an qccount: of the punifbment of fome Sabians, on account of their incantations ; fears the infin 
ence of that fects recommends the ufe of power to reftrain all innovations in religion. Exhorts. 
CLEANDER to-take upon him-the part of a miffionary, in preaching up the doctrines of ZOROASTER: 


to the Athenians. Page 342,. 
Lie Tt TSE Ree : 
CueanDER to HypaspeEs. 


Account:of a fet of young Athenians, wha have, Sormed themfelves into a fociaty for their improvement: 
in  extemporary eloquence, | 


Page 344... 
ee eer i aac. ts 
QRS AMES. to. CLE ANDER; 
Defcriptign of. Taoces. his country feat. Conver fation on the origin of nations: Page 347% 


LET EB Ry + CLI. 
CLEANDER to Gosryas, 
Riifing the blockade of Pyluss Spartans be teged in. Sphacteria. Truce between thé Athenians and? 
Lacedemonians. Difpofitions.of. the parties at Athens. Charaéer. of NIcIAs, Anfwer fent. to 
Pyrnon. Affairs in Thrace aud Sicily, Page 350. 


k. E. T.. 


* 
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Lf T FB RF CXLIE 
ORSAMES tO CLEANDER. 
The Phenician and. Lgyptian Cofmogony expofed. The Magian explained and defended by TEASPES.. 
Page 353». 


Ife be bry Ro CXLTY.. 
: GoeRy¥asS to CLEANDER, ‘4 
Lays open big views of the Perfian court : inftrults him to bribe CLEON. Copy:of a°letter from the 
hing to CLEON,. | | Page 357c. 
LEE hh Be CXL. 
Gospryas. to CLEANDER, 


informs him, that a fhip in the Piraeus is ready to failata minute's warning, if his negotiation with 
CiEON fhould fail: affures him of his favour : /peaks ca the queen mother’s death, AMORGES’s 
vindication, and other occurrencess Page 360. 


“he TE Ro CXLVi. 
CRartp pv s-* to CL. 2. ANDER. 
Tnftruétions to the Spartan. ambaffadors : apprehenfians for thei gartifon in Sphaéteria. Page 362. 


LETTER CXLVIL 
‘ CLrEANDER to GOBRYAS:. 


Gives him an account, in what manner he has executed bis commiffion with regard to CLEON > dane 
ger of his fituation at Athens :. preffes to be recalled, A Page 363.. 


BE BoTtT“ EB E:R ot CXLVIHL 
CLEANDER to: SMERDIS.. 

Expreffes his doubts as to the morality of his conduct and subetea S defires fome confolation from: 
him, Page 366.. 
Dar ieg. ER CXLIX.. 

CLEANDER to.GOBRY A'S: 


Detail of the negotiation. of the Lacedemonian embaffadors at Athens CLEON-sledted general; and? 
other matters. Page 308... 


ht Eo lysh BR CL. 
CLrEeANDER to: ORS AME Si. 


Gonverfation with Aucip1apEs on the rife and charadter of the Sophiftss . Pace 3 


£04 T EW OS. 


LET € ER > CL: 
CLEANDER, to ORSAMES. . 


Account of a difpute ‘between Socrates and PROTAGORAS the Sophifi in the Lyceutt, Page 375+ 


Ce T Tn ®. Con 
SMERDis to CLea NDER. 
Is concerned for the difquiet of his mind ; ‘exhorts Bim to-léave bis employment in the prefent circum- 


«frances; as the only means of preferving his integrity, os ak. Ng at ade a 378. 


a Pag ed TBR CLII. 
Gopryas to CLEANDER. 
Arrival of the Lacedaemonian embaffadors : negotiation hetween them and the king’s miniflers ; broke off 
by the latter. Of PyTHon the Athenian agent; and other matters. \ + , Page 380. 
“LETTER CLIN 
CLEANDER tO SMERDIS. 
On the art of divination. .. | R* . ss i Page 384. 
. ‘LeE T TE R CLV. 
CLrEANDER to GoBRYAS. 
Athenians fuccefs at Sphaéteria, and rejoicings for it. Preparations againft Corinth. Maffacre at 
Corcyra. Reflections on the fate of the Perfian affairs with regard to Greece. Renews his defirg 
“go be recalled. \ Intelligence fent by PYTHON. ; Page. 389. 
CET £ ER’ «, CEVI. | 
Ciron and DremostueEnes to the Senate and People of Athens. 


Narnative of the .aétion at Sphacteria. Page 301. 


Io ES Te Cees CLVII. . 
CLEANDER to CRATIPPUS. 


Difeour fe with an Athenian on public infcriptions. | Page 393. 


LR PT PER CLVIII. 
CLreaNnDER to HyDasPperSsS. 

A conver fation with EURIPIDES on the machinery of tragedies. Some reafons fuggefted, why the Athe~ 
nians have recourfe to fabulous flary alone for theiy plots, Exhorts him to build a theatre at Sufa. 
Sends him a ketch of a play entitled, Cyrus in Sardis. Page 396. 

$ 
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Gaqaqaw™WeEerw DG 


SmERDIS to CLEANDER, 

Endeavours to convince bim,, that oracles and. divination have their rife from Arntmantus. Origin’ 

_ of evil according ta the Mogian theology. st . Page 402+. 
EAU eariery Bai Rt GL, 


Gopryas to CLEANDER. 


Elis condud with regard to. Ci Bon applauded, and bis apprebenfians of adifcovery removed. Infirudls 
him in what manner to confer-with CLEON.. ARTAPHERNES ready to fet out on his Spartan em- 


_ bafly.. Enclofes the king’s letter to that fate. . Page 404. 
| Piper Tie R |. CLE 
Cratrppus to CLEANDER. 
The. unreafonablene/s of national prejudices. ° Charaéter of ARisTOMENES the Mefénian, Page 408.. 
LE, F FER CLXIT. 
CrEANDER tO SMERDITS. 
Recites. a. difcourfe of SocRATES on the immertality of the foul, in a vifit to a fick friend, Page 412. 


| LET T.E.R.. CLXUE 
CuEANDER to. GOBRYAS 

His. uneafy fituation at Athens 3. fubmiffion to the king’s orders. CLEON’s. return from Sphaéieria, and 

fpeech ta the people. Affembly’s decree about the prifoners, and anfwer to the Spartans propofals, of 

Nicras’s ineffectual. expedition to Corinth, CLEoN’s extravagant flights. Conference 

Page 414». 


peace. 
between. him. and CLEANDER. Advice about a general pacification. 


“GBT TE Rav GERI 


te “CLE ANWD ER. 


¢ 


CRATIPPUS 
-Aions on ARTAPHERNES’S journey, and commiffion. Maffacre of two thoufand Helats, Expreffes: 
Page 42.30. 


Refi 
his deteftation of Juch an att of bar barity. 
RS Pe VI ERE SCEKVE 


CLEANDER to Hey DA gP ES. 


* 


Converfation with ARISTOPHANES.on the yturn of his comedsess. Page 423. 
wth 38h wie) : . a AA tire) 
BE E» Te 

wd P 


c& € NWT SN Pig 


Get TER! CLXVE 
OrsSAMES tO CLEANDER. 


ArtTxus vifits him at Taoces ; his thoughts on retirement, Charaéiers of PARMYS, AZANE, and 
the other companions of Orsames; rejoices in his own felicity at having entered intoa analy un- 
tainted with the vices of the age. Invites CARE NBER: to fare the pleafures of the place and the 
company. I ORs et I Page 428. 


L?E 'T "RE R ° CLXVEL: 
CLEANDER to HarBAHAL of Sidon, admiral of the Perfian gallies. 


Congratulates him on his promotion : tells him, in what particulars the Perfian fleet requires a refor- 
mation. Some remarks on the naval power and commerce of the Athenians; the former not to be 
had without firft acquiring the latter. Page 430. 


ee Wenn T T) E R. . CLXVIII. 
Pekan to SMERDIS. 


The Sab asmnily of religious ceremonies amangyt the pees Some particulars of their forms and 
manner of worfbip. Page 434. 


*TA Et T BE FR CLXIX. 
: “To the fame. 
On facrifices. Aa ea Aad, Page 436, 
Tout rk ee) rons CLXX. 
SmERpDIs to CLEANDER. 


Maintains, that a régard to our own happinefs is a juf? and ee motive to the pratice of 
virtue. i Page 439. 


REE OPE Be eS D2 Re X I. 
CLEANDER to GoBRYAS, 

Fragment of a letter ; in webicd the king’ 5 illnefi, and the treachery ze TERITEUCHMES, and of the 
governors of Cyprus and Agypt, are alluded to, 3 Page 441, 
Dd ig Bhbeals PE ad R CLXXII, 

INTAPHERNES to CLEANDER. 

Solemnity of toe king’s birth-day.y Death and charatter of Hypaspxs the chamberlain, Page 442. 


Ein Gil Wel bo hey 2 CLXXIN: 
CLEANDER to Hyutvs., 


Gives him directions as to the management of his farms and villa, 


OO tN Ty 9 ars. 


DOR eT eae CLXXTY. 
CLEANDER to TERIBAZzUS, 


Expreffis great fatisfaction in being reftored to terms of friendpip with him. Enters into an account 
of the fources of wealth in Athens, and its revenues. Project for the improvement of the filver 
mines. Contributions levied an the allies, All the taxes paid in current money to the fate, contrary 


to the cuftom of Perfia, Page 445. 


Ere Ler Eek CEX RVs 
CLEANDER fo GOoBRYraAs 


Surprized at the feizure of ARTAPHERNES in Thrace, and his arrival at Athens. Conference with 
CLEON on that fubject. Speculations of the people about it. Delivers bis own opinion of the caufe 
and confequences of that event, . Page 449. 


Le Ba DeReoR PCr XN Vy 


CLEANDER to Gospryvas, 


Debate in the affembly on the fcheme of an expedition Sor the next year againft the ifland of Cythera. 
Speeches of Cizon, Diopotus, Epicenes, and ALCIBIADES. Page 452. 


Leki Te Bo R CLXXVII. 
SAPP HO 10°C tea Nip) FR 


Compliments him on an ode, which he appears to have written upon her. Defires to be aiftinguifved 
by the domeflic virtues, rather than by thofe external charms, which fhine Jo much in poetry. Page 457. 


SESE THE ea Re ECL ex viln - 


SAPPHO to the fame. 


“LExpoftulates with him upon fome literties, which he is Juppofed to have taken with her charaéter, and 
renounces all future correfpondence with him, Page 458. 


Pree TSE RR: CYEX XIX 
CLEANDER to GoBRYAS, 


Good effecis, which the confining Py tuon has produced at Athens. Subjtance of the affembly’s letter to 
the king. Gives the reafons, why ARTAPHERNES and himfelf have not exaétly followed their 
inflructions. Eletlion of embaffadors for the Perfian court. Their charaéters, Page 459. 
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Pape 464. 
LET T ER CLXXxX. 
CLEANDER to SMERDIS, 


This letter (acknowledged to be a fpurious one by the Tranflator ) contains a vifion on the origin, progre/ss, 
ana revolutions both of ancient and modern phyfics. ibid. 


ADDITION to LETTER LIV. Page 105. 
CLEANDER to GOBRYAS. 


On the invafion. of Macedon. by SITALCES king of Thrace. Page 473: 


&.T HE-- 


ATHENIAN LETTERS: 
OP te et | 


EPISTOLARY CORRESPONDENCE 
f OF | 
An AGENT or tHe KING of PERSIA, 


Refiding at ATHENS during the PELOPONNESIAN War. 


A. Me 35736. ~2 Olmp, 87. 
The firft year of the Peloponnefian war. 


Ny colh Deplita Senge Razah eal AS 
-CLEANDER to Gosryas, chief f{cribe to ARTAXERXES king of Perfia. 


THINK it my duty not to fail giving you an account of my fafe arrival at 
Athens, by the firft fhip that fails for Ephefus. My brother the merchant will 
take care to convey my letters fafely to ARTapHERNES, the governor of Sardis, 
who, I fuppofe, has received orders to fend them immediately by exprefies to 
court. As I am hardly fettled in this place, and have juft gone through the for- 
malities, which are requifite for all {trangers to comply with, who intend to fettle 
here, (as being admitted by the Areopagitic council, enter’d in a public regifter, 
and choofing a patron) I can only pretend to give fuch accounts of the prefent 
{tate of affairs, as are founded on the common reports of the city. The Perfian 
. council muft already have been informed, that all things have long carried- the 
appearance of a war between Athens and Lacedemon, upon pretence of injuries 
done by the former, to the allies of the latter. I hall lay before thee a fhort view 
of the rife of thefe differences, and the height to which they are now arrived. 
The Corcyreans being engag’d in a quarrel with the Corinthians about Epidamnus, 
a Maritime town of Macedonia, and a colony of the firft, and unable alone to make 
head againft them, fent a deputation to defire an alliance with Athens. Their 
B demand 
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demand was ftrongly oppofed by the embaftadors of Corinth, and the people in 
the firft affembly determin’d againft the Corcyreans, but chang’d their opinion in 
the fecond by the advice of Prericies, and voted that a league {hou’d be concluded 
with them. In purfuance of it they fent to their affiftance ten gallies, with orders 
that they fhould only protect the poffeffions of Corcyra, without attacking the Co- 
rinthians. » Thefe gallies were foon after engag’d in a naval fight, where both fides 
laid claim to the advantage ; and at the fame time Potidza, .a tributary city of the 
Athenians in Thrace, revolted againft them, under pretence that they had impofed 
hard conditions upon them. Corinth, its mother-city, fent troops to its relief 
againft the Athenian army, which laid fiege to it; and at the fame time difpatched 
a folemn embaffy to Lacedaemon. in conjunétion with their, allies, complaining that 
the Athenians had broken the treaties, by affifting the Corcyreans, and interdicting 
all commerce with the Megareans. The Lacedeemonians hurried on by the violent 
advices of STHENELAIDAS, the Ephore, determin’d after a long debate, notwith- 
ftanding the remonftrances of their king Arcaipamus, that the Athenians had vio- 
lated the leagues. In confequence of this vote they demanded of them to raife the 
fiege of Potidea, and repeal the decree againft Megara. This ftate offer'd to put 
the difference, in arbitration, but refufed to give up their rights, without afferting 
them vigoroufly, if they were attacked. I think this fummary neceffary, noble 
{cribe, not to inform thee, who haft already received information of thefe events, 
but to give the better connection to the fequel of my difpatches. It is now gene- 
rally agreed that an open rupture -will thortly enfue ; for advice atrivd here laft 
night from Platea, a town of Bceotia, and an ally of this ftate, that the Thebans, 
who with the reft of Peloponnefus fide with Lacedzmon, had by treafon gained 
admiffion into the place, and’ kept poffeffion fome little time; but the citizens 
taking the advantage of the night, fell uponand cut off the whole party, except 200, 
who were taken prifoners. ‘The people this very day in an extraordinary affembly 
decreed, that a fupply of troops and provifions fhould forthwith be fent thither; and 
that meffengers fhould be difpatched to all their allies, with the news of what has 
paft, and orders to ha(ten their warlike preparations. A report is current, that the 
Spartans and their allies are affembling their forces at the I{thmus of Corinth. I 
find the opinions of the people various about the true fprings of this war. The 
party oppofite to PERICLES {cruple not to fay, that no other reafon can be given for 
it but his perfonal intereft, which engages him to fet Greece ina flame, that the 
Athenians may be lefs at leifure to examine his conduét, particularly with regard to 
the public accounts, and be obliged through the neceflity of affairs to commit 
themfelves to his management. Libels and fatires are difperfed againft him with 
ereat boldnefs, and at theatrical reprefentations he is reproached with the vileft 
accufations and the fevereft language to his face. All thefe infults he bears with 
admirable temper. Indeed fuch is the natural inconftancy and impatience of the 
Athenians, that in cafe of any fignal ill-fuccefs, or inconvenience from the prefent 
meafures, he will run the utmoft hazard df lofing the power and influence he now 
enjoys. It is befides alledged with good reafon, that thefe divifions in Greece will 
give great advantage to Perfia, which will never fail to encourage them. by playing 
off one fide againft the other, till both are reduc’d fo'low, that our mighty monarch 
may take ample revenge for the battle of Salamis, and the inglorious peace with 
Cimon. The friends of Pericles are not lefs induftrious in juftifying him; but 1 
own 


» 
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own were I a Grecian, I fhould exceedingly lament thefe unhappy quarrels, of 
which no one can poffibly fee the confequences; or-rather, if they continue, the 
event cannot but be detrimental to the common intereft of Greece.’ 


_ Thou art happy, illuftrious minifter, in depending, not upon the uncertain plea- 

fure of a mutinous and inconftant people, but the will of a wife and beneficent 

prince, who meafures the counfels of his fervants, not by their fuccefs, but their 

intrinfic goodnefs; and whofe prudent conduct, infpired by the great ORoMaspEs, 

is able to allay the rude clamours of faction, and fuffers nothing to be heard through 

the wide empire of Perfia, but the ftill fimall voice of peace and unanimity. 
From Athens. 
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CLEANDER to Hippias his brother, a merchant at Ephedfus. 


HLAVE enclofed in your packet a letter to Gopryas, which you muft tranfmit 

to the fatrap ARTAPHERNES, and at the fame time excufe my not writing to him 
upon account of the hurry I am in at prefent, which will not permit me to think of 
any thing, but the neceffary bufinefs of my employment, till I am a little fettled. 
Our voyage from Ephefus was very: profperous, “and my curiofity encreafed the 
nearer I drew to a city, which is renowned through the world for the wifdom of its 
laws, the many eminent perfons it hath produced, the magnificence of its buildings, 
and the ftop it has fo often put to the utmoft efforts of the Perfian empire; fo that 
it may properly enough be ftiled the barrier of Greece. The entrance into the 
harbour Pirreeus ftrikes one with aftonifhment; the vaft number of fhips, both for 
trade and war, which are continually lying there; the face of bufinefs which appears 


in the’ workmen at the dock; andthe crowds of merchants, and naval officers, 


very pleafing fpeétacle to a ftranger. One can no longer wonder, that a itate, 


adval 


where fuch a fpifit of induftry and freedom prevails, though under the dif 


times its extent, where the labour of the people wattes its felf in cultivating the 
{ 


here; and his knowledge and experience will greatly affift me in. my enquiries 
into the conftitution and affairs of Athens.- As this fhip carries you letters from 


your correfpondents in this place, I hall add nothing of the news ftirring here at 
refent; and only recommend it to you, to take care of the fpeedy conveyance « ; 


my difpatches and remittances. In the midft of that hurry of mercantile bufinet: 
which renders you the greateft merchant of the Perfian empire, and a more 


fubje&t to your king than the wealthieft and proydeft fatrap, beftow fome 
in thinking of your brother; who though placed in a hazardous and important 
fituation, remote.from his family and friends, will ever preferve the tendereic reoards 
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for your welfare and profperity. Whilft I watch over the motions of Greece, and 
like afentinel, foretel the approach of every danger to my country, do you perform 
a far greater fervice to it, by exporting all thofe coftly vanities, and that oftentatious 
magnificence, which have enervated the degenerate pofterity of Cyrus. oN! ak 


From Athens. 
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CLEANDER to ARTAPHERNES the governor of Sardis. 


A my family and myfelf have been always honoured with your proteétion, and 
as you firft recommended me to the Perfian court for this employment; there 
is no-one, who has a better right to be informed of the fteps 1 take, and the intel- 
ligence I receive. You may acquaint Gopryas in your next letters, that war is at 
laft declared between the two famous republics, Athens and Lacedzemon. ‘This 
{tate, by the inftigation of Perrciss, refufed to admit a herald, who was fent by 
Arcuipamus, king of Sparta, to offer the laft terms upon which peace would ke 
concluded. We expect every day to hear, that the army of the allies, which con- 
fifts of fixty thoufand men, is in full march for the frontiers of Attica. A few days 
ago exact lifts of thé land and naval forces of Athens. were laid before an affembly 
of the people. The troops of various kinds defigned for the land fervice amount to 
31,800 men; but their fleet, on which they principally depend, may be eafily com- 
pleated to 300 galleys; with part of which they intend to guard their own coats, 
and ravage their enemies; and with the reft to raife contributions from their allies 


for the fervice of the war. 


The generality of people here were very eager in promoting fuch meafures, as had 
an immediate tendency to bring on a war; but they muft foon begin to feel the in- 
conveniencies of one. Perrcies has declared, that they will never carry it on with 
any profpect of fuccefs, unlefs they rely entirely on their fleet; fince their land-army 
is not ftrong enough to keep the field againft the united force of Peloponnefus. 
He has farther told them, that they muft abandon and lay wafte the country about 
Athens, in order to deprive the enemies of fubfiftence, during the time of their 


invafion. In confequence of his advice, the town is filling daily with vaft numbers. 


out of the country, who have deftroyed their houfes, tranfported their cattle and 


coodsiinto the neighbouring iflands, and are come to feek a lodging in the houfes’ 


of their friends and relations. But the greateft part of the multitude muft take up 
their quarters in the empty places of the city, and even in the temples. This re~ 
moval, though complied with, is veryinconvenient and difagreeable to many fami- 
lies; who after having lived quietly in the country ever fince the Perfian invafion, 
and followed the innocent occupations of a rural life, are now obliged to leave their 
paternal feats and houfhold gods, and to exchange repofe and peace, for arms, 
hurry, and fatigue. However, this meafure, though it appears hard, is very necef- 
fary; for as there is no town in Attica, except Athens, big enough to receive the 
inhabitants of the country, they would, if they continued there, be expofed to the 
difmal alternative of falling by the {word of the enemy; or feeing their poffeffions 
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ruined before their facés, and themfelves made captives. . Perrcxies, like a wife 
{tatefman, defpifes the murmurs of his oppofers; and well underftanding where 
the true ftrength of his country lies, is hattening the equipment of a large fqua- 
dron, which I héar is intended to lay watte Peloponne(us, and oblige the allies, 
either to keep their forces at home for the defence of their coaits, or retire out of the 
Athenian territories upon the firft news of their own being invaded. Solemn {facri- 
fices have been offered at the fhrines of all their gods, and particularly at that of 
Minerva, the patronefs of Athens, for protection againft the attempts of their 
enemies. But thou knoweft, noble fatrap, that the great ORomMaspzs vouchfafes 
not his.affiftance to thofe, who make the moft coftly oblations, but to thofe, who 
addrefs him with the pureft intentions. ‘ If this war has been undertaken in fuppore 
of the honour and independence of Athens, what can be a more proper ftep than 
to appeal to the juftice of providence? But if it owes its rife to motives of ambi- 
tion, not of fafety; of intereft, not injuries; do not they deferve the fevereft pu- 
nifhments, who call down the vengeance of theirgods on others, whilft themfelves 
art really the offenders ? Ought not thofe miferies, to which they devote their neigh- 
bours, to fall with double weight upon their own heads? Adieu. 


bgt 
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-CLEANDER to Mrecasyzus, one of the feven counfellors of ftate to 
the king of Perfia, and general of his army. 


Y letters to the Perfian minifters have given early and faithful accounts of the 

. opening of the prefent war, and the fteps, which both parties have yet taken. 

But I know thy penetrating eye is not contented with furveying the outward appear- - 
‘ances of things; thy curiofity invites thee, and thy fagacity enables thee, to fearch 
into the moit refined fecrets of policy, to examine the conftitutions of different 
ftates, and from the natural difpofitions of the people,’ and: the tempers, of their 
rulers, to divine their future conduét. The refult of thefe inquiries thou appliett 
to the honour of thy mafter, and the fervice of his people. I remember, when 
plenipotentiaries were fent to conclude that inglorious peace with, Athens, after the 
victories of Cimon, thou foretoldeft, that if we let the Greeks alone, they would 
deftroy themfelves. Thy prophecy is at laft fulfilled; the chief ftates of Greece, 
headed by Athens and Lacedemon, have beeun,a.war, which, according to all ap- 
pearances, will be long, bloody, and ative. Ambition and refentment inflame 
both parties alike: the Athenians contend for the prefervation of the authority they 
poffefs ; the Lacedzemonians for the recovery of that, which they formerly enjoyed. 
The naval force of the one will for the prefent turn the feale of the war generally 
in their favour; the indefatigable induftry of the other may in a courfe of years 
incline it to themfelves. The luxury and leentioufnefs, which begin to corrupt the 
ancient fimplicity of Athens, may in time damp the efforts of her ambition; th 
patience’ and difcipline of Lacedzemon will make amends for what they want tn 
vivacity and addrefs. However fatal the effects of thefe civil difcords may prove 
to Greece, Perfia has reafon to rejoice at them; it will be her part to add perpe- 
tua 
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ut, with fupplies of men and money to the 
the great king, from being contemned and 
ridiculed by every petty republic, will -become courted and efteemed by the greateft. 
That refpeGt, which in the times of ‘TuEmisrocies they would not have fhewn to 
his facréd perfon, they will now pay more obfequioufly to the meaneft of his fatraps; 


tual fuel to the flame already broke o 
weakefl. By purfuing fuch meafures, 


and the Perfians, from being ftiled barbarians, will be efteemed by the party they , 
afift as the deliverers of Greece. 10 
Prrrezes, thou knoweft, is the greateft conductor of the war; but whether he K 


promotes ic through a regard for the interefts of his country, or of himfelf, is 
uncertain. I have already mentioned the accufations of his enemies, who attribute 
it wholly to motives of the latter fort. I can only add, that I am informed, that 
before my arrival, impeachments were brought againft feveral of his friends, as 
Puipias, Aspasra, and ANAxXAGORAS; NOF had he any reafon to boaft of fuccefs in 
bringing them off. The ftatuary was unjuftly condemned; the lady’s acquittal he 
procur’d by tears and earneft fupplications to her judges: and the philofopher he 
was obliged to fend out of the town. The oppofite party, to harrafs him farther, - 
procured a decree, that he fhould produce exact accounts of the public money, 
which had been laid out by his direction. Thefe circumftances being put toge- 
ther, I think it not improbable, that’ he has fallen in with the difpofitions for. 
war, in order to difpel thofe clouds of enmity and malice, by finding his reftlefs 
countrymen more important occupations. But he will, never let them manage it as 
they pleafe; and whilft he-continues in power, peace or war will be determined, not _ 
by the votes of a head-ftrong multitude, but the calm refolves of his own pru- 
dence and deep penetration. | Such is the influence, which his great abilities, parti- 
cularly his mafterly talent of fpeaking, give him, over a people the moft difficult 
of all others to be controuled or contradicted. Another part of his conduct, which 
contributes not a little to eftablifh his authority, ‘is, that every body knows, though 
the whole revenues of Athens have paffed many years through his hands, he has ; 
fpent them all in rendring his native country the envy and admiration of ftrangers, if 
by the magnificence of its buildings, without improving in the leaft his own paternal i: Sa 
inheritance. Forgive, fage Mrcasyzus, the length of this difpatch, and attribute 
it to my defire of obeying thy commands with exaétnefs, Mayft thou always con- 
tinue a fuppore and fafeguard to the throne of thy prince; mayft thou no more 
experience the adverfities of fortune, and the ficklenefs of court favour; but long 
enjoy thofe hich offices and dignities without envy, to which thy paft fervices and 
merits fo juftly entitle thee. Adieu. 

From Athens, Pp 
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CLEANDER to Hypaspes, firft chamberlain to the King of Perfia.’ 
rT has proved the moft difagreeable circumftance of my employment, that I 
have not yet been able to write. to my friends ; who, I hope, do not imagine, 
t he a1n4e 1 7 Ard ae bee 4 } 5 
that becaufe I have refided a few months at Athens, I have quite forgotten the rela- 
tion 
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tion I bear to Perfia; or that becaufe I am engaged in the offices of a political life, 
I therefore intend to difregard thofe’of the focial. Ta deal rankly with thee, 
though thou art a courtier, I thought it my duty to prefer bufinefs of a public 
nature, to amufements of a private one; and to make my employment fit eafy upon 
me by a little practice, before I turned. my thoughts another way. And befides I 
was not inclined to fend imperfect accountsof a nation, whilit I was a {tranger to 
it: fuch a proceeding would have been difingenuous and ridiculous, The frit quef- 
tion thou wouldft probably have me refolve, is, what peculiar difference I find in the 
manners of Greece and Perfia; fince cuftom has placed as many marks of diftinétion 
in the civil manners of every nation, as providence has difplay'd in the natural bo- 
dies of each individual. I will tell thee.then, a Perfian would find nothing more 
furprifing, than the unbounded freedom of a&ion and converfation which reigns 
here. ‘Vhe counfels of the great king are impenetrable;.we difcover nothing of 
them till they take effect; whilft here every meafure is Known, long before it. is put 
in execution, and canvaffled with as much liberty'in common converfatian, as in the 
aflemblies of the people. We approach our mighty monagch with poftures of ado- 
ration, and addrefs him in language, which is..ufed to the deity. At Athens the 
magiltrates are’ diftinguifhed more by. being virulently abufed, than by any 
mark of authority. Psricies himfelf is fure to be the ‘obyeét aimed at by every 
one, who writes either {candalous libels to. be difperfed about the city, or perform- 
ances defigned for public reprefentation.. ‘The, aétors themfelves. fometimes appear 
upon the ftage in mafks, which are made exactly to refemble the face of the perfon 
ridiculed. The Perfian magnificence appears moft at their entertainments; the 
Athenian at their folemn feftivals. The Afiatic feafts are remarkable for the vaft 
quantities of provifions, the coftlinefs of the preparations, and the fumptuous furni- 
ture; the chief recommendation of a Greek one is, the elegance and variety of the 
table-talk, fothat an Athenian faid prettily enough, our entertainments do not only 
pleafe, when we give them, but the day after. "The Affatic tafte and grandeur ap- 
pear in the palaces of their princes and fatraps ; the Grecian in, the temples of their 
gods, and the public buildings. Not a nobleman in, Perfia but fhews his rank by 
the richnefs of his drefs, and the number of his attendants; whereas here you cannot 
diftinguifh a citizen from a flave, by his habit; and the wealthieft Athe lan, the 
moft confiderable perfon in the city, is not afhamed to go to market himfelf» In 
Perfia the eyes of all are turned toward the fovereign, and they regulate their con- 
duct by his: in the free republics of Greece the people is king, and refemble other 
monarchs in their bad qualities more than in their good ones; for they are fickle and 
imperious, fevere and obitinate. I have in this letter juft fketched the great out- 
lines, which mark the difference of manners between Greece and Afia: J may 
pethaps give the picture a few more touches, if it appears thou art at all entertain’d 
by what I have already perform’d. I. defire thou wouldit not fail-to fend me the 
chit-chat of the court, and the news ftirring in that centre of. the empire. Con- 
fider, to'a man employed abroad, the moft trifling occurrences, which turn his 
thoughts to his country and friends, are interefting, I with thee length of days in 
the poft thou at prefent poffeffeft, fince thou haft gain’d thy prince’s ear without 
flattery, and canft amufe him, without lifVning for materials to the idle ftories of 
flanderers and tale-bearers, Farewell. . 

From Athens, 
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Gozryvas, chief fcribe to ARTAxERxES king of Perfia, to CLEANDER 
at Athens. . 


T FLY diligence in fending fpeedy advices, and thy judgment in choofing 
fuch as are material and interefting, have met with deferved approbation at : 
the Perfian court. ‘Thy letters are ordered by the council to be depofited in the 
archives of the empire; and the great fovereign of the Eaft himfelf_ has deigned to 
caft a gracious eye on the labours of his fervant, to exprefs the fatisfaction they 
have given him; and to affure thee of his royal favour; an honour, CLEANDER, 
which 1 know will infpire thee with induftry, to undergo the difficulties of thy - @ 
employment; with refolution, to confront the dangers of it; and with zeal to ferve , 
a prince, whofe benign influence ‘(like that of the radiant Mithras) extends to all 
parts of his, empire, and makes itfelf felt by the meaneft flave who approaches it. 
The contents of thy difpatches afford pleafure to every Perfian. Arimanius dooms 
the fons of Greece to irrefiftible perdition; he inflames their minds with civil dif- 
cord; and turns the weapons, which were fharp’ned againft us, into their own bofoms. 
O may this accurfed being, the origin of ill, fatiated with the misfortunes that have 
befallen the kingdomof Cyrus, exert for the future his baneful power amongft our 
enemies; and not only arm Greece againft itfelf, but inftil the venom of fedition 
and difcontent into each particular ftate. I fee by thy letters, that a confiderable a 
party in Athens are ingaged in a warm oppofition to the meafures of PERICLES; 
and no ‘doubt the courfe of a long and expenfive war will afford them many op- 
portunities to ruin his credit with the people. Thou canft not perform a more im- 
portant fervice, than by encouraging any projet to diftrefs him; for I with no 
worfe to Athens, than that he ‘may experience the fortune of Turmistocies, and 
Gnd like him that efteem and kindnefs amonegft ftrangers, which his ungrateful 
countrymen refufe him. However all inftruétions of this nature muft be left to thy 
own difcretion, as thou art upon the fpot, and haft better lights to conduct thy 
{elf by, than any thou canft receive from hence, Fai not to intermix thy hifto- 
rical difpatches with accounts of the conftitutions of the different governments of 
Greece, the difpofitions and cuftonis of the people, and the characters of the ruling 
men. I forefee, that the part we fhall be obliged to take in their affairs will make 
fuch informations abfolutely neceffary; and bring us into a more familiar acquain- 
tance with the nations, amongft whom thou refideft. I dare fay, thou always 
beareft in mind the importance of the truft repofed in thee; and the fubmiffion 
and readinefs, with which it is thy duty to receive and execute the orders of the 
monarch of Afia, whofe power’of rewarding his faithful fervants is equalled by ’ 
nothing, but the bounty which’he difplays in doing it. 


fc 1  ReBa re ; 
From the court at Ecbatana, itt 
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HAD a Mise R VIE 
Hypaspe8s to CLEANDER. 


BAH Y curious and difcerning eye, which dwells not upon fuperficial matters, or 
the commen occurrences, but pries into the more hidden {prings of political 
meafures and fecret reafons of ftate, enables thee to be eminently ferviceable to the 
minifters of our mighty empire: and thou faileft not to entertain thy friends with 
novelties relating to the conftitution of thofe republics, which are eftablithed upon 
a plan of government fo different from ours. But the more eagerly thy epiftles are 
here received on thefe accounts, the greater difficulty doft thou put upon thy friends 
to find any thing worth fending thee in return for them. As to what relates more 
particularly to thy inftru¢tions, it belongs only to the fecretaries and great counfellors 
of our awful monarch to correfpond with thee; and any thing farther of the politics 
or intrigues of this court thou can’{t not expeét from them, who are but rarely 
admitted into the cabinet, But fince, as thou fayeft, the moft trivial concerns are 
in fome fort interefting to one in thy circumftances from a place, which he efteems 
his home, I will write, if it be but upon trifles, that have nothing further to recom- 
mend them, than that they travel fo far to thee, and are fent from the court of 
Ecbatana. The plague, which had caufed fo great a mortality in Perfia, and lone 
caft a damp upon all the gaieties of our court, is now pretty well over in thefe parts. 
And though fuch public calamities, while they laft, or are juft frefh upon the minds 
of men, tend naturally to occafion ferioufnefs, and give the moft carelefs a hort 
interval of fober thinking, yet we too commonly find, that they are no fooner 
removed, than the impreffion from them begins to wear off, and thofe, who had 
of late but narrowly efcaped the danger, return only with a keener appetite to their 
former pleafures. And thus I may fay it happens at this time; never was the court 
of Perfia more {plendid; never did extravagancies in drefs and gallantry run higher. 
The fafhions indeed, which fo univerfally prevail among us, we know, were of 
Median original, and had their rife firft in this place, before it became the metropolis 
of united kingdoms, and whilft the Medes and Perfians were a feparate people. 
But though compared with the Perfian plainnefs in the reign of Cyrus, the Medes 
might then feem advanced to the firft pitch of luxury ; yet pofterity have fo well 
improved upon them, that old Asryaczs himfelf with his politeft courtiers would: 
now make an aukward appearance at Ecbatana. We have here lately folemnized the 
nuptials of the great fatrap of Badtria Arasprs, with ARTAMINTA, the governor of 
SaRp1s's daughter, who is efteemed one of the firft beauties of this court, and is a 
reigning favourite of the emprefs; and for the greater magnificence the ceremony 
was performed in the royal gardens. And as if the natural beauties of the place in 
this delightful feafon had not been enough to have charmed every fenfe to pleafure, 
a pompous colonade, of a ftupendous height, was erected in the middle of a {pacious 
Jawn. Through this the company was conduéted to a {tately pavilion, that afcended 
by feveral fteps, covered over with a canopy of the richeft embroidery of gold and 
filver, and a thicket of bloffoming .greens furrounded it *, when the embowring 
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(hades alone would formerly have been thought. upon. any occafion the moft agreeable 
fhelter from the noon-day heat.. Upon a fofa of ftate,. at the upper end, fat. the. 
fupreme monarch of the eaft; and on another his confort by him:. a little lower the 
nuptial rites. were celebrated, and the happy. ARASPES joined his hands with the’ 
beauteous Artaminta. The. other moft diftinguithed fatraps ftood about the throne,. ” 
and the reft of the gaudy retinue attended at an humbler diftance below. The 
company afterwards adjourned into another part of the gardens, where with equal. 
fplendor the nuptial. feaft was prepared. I fhall. not defcribe. to: thee the luxurious: 
dainties there ferved up, no more than: I fhall attempt to fet forth the fumptuous. 
finery of thofe, who adorned the nuptials 5. nor canft thou take any pleafure in hear- 
ing, that. the youth. of Perfia, upon. whom depend our hopes of maihtaining the- 
monarchy of the world, fhould be * more exaét. in-perfaming their hair,. curling it 
in ringlets, and enlivening their complexion with artificial wathes, than the fofteft 
even of the female fex.. Amongtt thofe, who made the moft gallant appearance, was: 
the young ORSAMES; the fon. of Arraus,. prefident of the tribunal. of juftice; and 
a relation of ArTAMINTA’s. His drefs indeed was extremely rich and. fuitable 
to the occafion ;. but the unaffécted graces. of his. perfon, which.owe nothing to the’ 
difguife of aft, made him appear with: a manly eafe in every motion,. that, as It 
turns our efteem upon him, makes the effeminate airs.of the reft appear more ridi- 
culous.. He feems by. nature and inclination to be formed to viftue,. and. has- 
acquired all thofe noble accomplifhments, for: which the Perfian. education: was fo. 
famed of old: and with a laudable thirft after. knowledge and improvement, he 
defires to acquaint himfelf with. the arts, learning,. and policies of other countries. 
He is therefore fetting out upon the tour of Zigypt and Greece ;: and waited only 
for thefe nuptials. to: be over, ‘before he went. To fatisfy your curiofity and: his. 
own, he defires by me to be recommended to you;. having a defign to correfpond 
with you from diftant parts, and will take pleafure to be inftruéted by your letters 
in the manners and cuftoms of Greece, before he arrives there.. But I muft not 
omit to. inform you, how the grand folemnity ended: after. the banquet was over,. 
when the cool and pleafant time of the evening came on, the artificial nvufic, which 


had for a.while given place to. the fweeter harmony of ten thoufand nightingales,.. 


that warble through thofe groves, and whofe notes upon this. occafion feemed 
infpired with a more ravifhing melody, ftruck up at once from all the various. 
snftruments of found: in full concert. The company was then difperfed through. 
different walks,, that all centered upon:the pavilion). where the great monarch, his: 
queen, and, the happy couple with the other chief fatraps fat to enjoy the fweets of 
the evening, When-the twilight had now given place to the darker fhades. of night, . 
all in an inftant the gloom: was difperfed, and it feemed:as if a whole firmament*of 
ftars had fhot up among the trees, to renew at once their intermingled lights, and rival: 
the blaze of day.. The birds were awakened by the deceit, and: began: again their- 
enchanting ftrains more fweetly,. than. when the early beams of Mrrnras are firft 
difplayed from behind the curtains: of the eaft.. The nuptial hymn compofed by’ 


the Mage Turamis was fung by fix comely youths,, and as many blooming virgins.» 


glad in white, and the happy pair were conducted to the genial. bed. . 
From Ecbatana. 
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CLEANDER to Gosryas chief fcribe to ARTaxerxes king of Perfia. 


I Received thy difpatch with due reverence; I kiffed the royal fignet, and bowed 
‘my head in token of fubmiffion to the commands of the fovereign of the eatt, 
tranfmitted by his faithful minifter. ‘Thy commendations, illuftrious {cribe, are of 
more value in my fight, than all the treafures of Afia; and I look upon the gracious 
acceptance, which the mighty ArTaxerxzs vouchfafes my fervices, as a nobler 
reward, than if he beftowed on me the moft potent fatrapy in the whole Perfian 
empire. Since my laft letters, the war has been carried on with greater preparation 
than effect ; and the blood yet fpilt has rather ferved to exafperate both parties, than 
to cool the refentments of either. 


The army of the allies, commanded ‘by Arcuipamus kine of Sparta, advanced 
to the frontiers of Attica, and laid fiege to Oenoe; but being repulfed in their attacks 
they raifed the fiege, and advanced further into the country, till they came into an 
open town called Acharne not 60 furlongs from Athens, where they encamped. 
The Athenians, irritated at the boldnefs of the enemy, and fenfibly afflicted to fee 
their pofieffions ruined and wafted in their fight, earneftly defired to fally out of 
their walls, and come to an engagement; but Prricres, withftanding both their 
preffing defires, and the fevere railleries of his enemies, who reproached him with 
cowardice and ftupidity, perfevered in declining fo hazardous a meafure; and like 
a fkilful. pilot in a ftorm, relied on his own fuperior knowledge and experience, 
without regarding the cries or menaces of the ignorant pafiengers. Indeed it is 
furprizing; that.a fingle man fhould not only have authority enough to oppofe the 
‘unanimous opinion of a head-{trong and mutinous people, in whofe hands the 
fupreme government is lodged; but even to hinder any aflembly from being called, 
left in the prefent heat fome rath refolution might be taken. However to keep up 
their {pirits, and divert the ftrength of the enemy, he fent out a {quadron of a 
hundred gallies with troops on board, who made defcents, and ravaged the fea- 
coafts of Peloponnefus and Laconia; which obliged the allies, after having con- 
fumed their provifions, to decamp and return home. The Athenians, as foon as 
they were retired, fet apart 1000 talents and roo gallies for their defence againft an 
invafion by fea; and made it capital for any one, who fhould move to have them 
applied to any other ufe. Thou wilt have a compleat furvey of the theatre of the 
war, when I have told thee, that it extends as far as Thrace,’ where the Athenians 
are now befieging Potidza, which, at the inftigations of the Corinthians (their 
founders) and the Lacedzemonians, revolted from them, along with Chalcis, and Bo- 
tia, and.were affifted by Perprecas, king of Macedon. I yuft now learned, that he is 
reconciled to this ftate by the mediation of Srratees, a Thracian prince; and has 
engaged to join-with PHormro, the Athenian general, againft the Chalcideans, 

As no action of importance has yet happened, I endeavour not to tire thy patience 
with tedious relations of every fkirmifh and trifling event. It will be more vfeful 
to let thee into the reafons of Prricies’s conduct, which may appear to deferve 
the name of timidity rather than of prudence ; but he wifely confidered the extreme 
hazard of facing an enemy in the field, whofe troops were fuperior both in number 


ers, and 
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and goodnefs to the Athenian ; that a defeat would abfolutely ruin their affairs, and 
a victory not balance, in its advantages, the peril that attended it; fince Peloponnefus 
could eafily have recruited the conquered army; whilft the lives of his citizens 
would be thrown away, and their attention drawn off from their naval ftrength to 
the land fervice, though their fafety depends entirely on cultivating the former. 

The head of the party in oppofition to him is Crzon, the fon of a currier, a 
perfon of an affuming and violent temper; rather formed to difturb, than ferve his 
country ; and with talents to make him a popular demagogue, but not a ftatefman. 
Perictes has no great reafon to apprehend the weak attempts of a CLeon, when. 
his power and influence over the Athenians has been fufficient to banifh Crmon and 
THucypipes, men of real abilities and integrity; the name of the former can never 
be forgotten in Perfia as long as it continues an empire. 1 am grieved to hear,. 
that Afia, when it has f{carce recovered the miferable effects of war, is depopulated 
by a devouring peftilence, whofe ravages are equally fatal, but more extenfive, and 
whofe contagion is. alike dangerous. to the cottage of the labourer and the palace 
of the prince. O may thefe punifhments of the gods, which never come undeferved, 
help us to throw of our luxurious and diffolute manners, and refume the mafcu- 
line virtues and fimplicity of the old Perfians; fince fo extenfive an inheritance, as 
the empire they tranfmitted to us, can never be preferved, but by the fame arts that 
raifed it. Excufe my freedom, worthy minifter, and remember. it is the ftrongett 
proof I can give thee of my fidelity. : Adieu. : 

From Athens.. E. 
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Hrepias the merchant to CLEANDER at Athens. 
jie any thing, my deareft brother, could add to: the pleafure of hearing that you 
were fafely arrived. at Athens, it was, that you feem {o fenfible of the advantages 
accruing to a nation from an extended commerce: and indeed the ftriking imprefiion, . 
which the bare view of a crouded port affords, is ocular demonftration, and the moft 
convincing kind of argument. I with either your fpeculative or my experimental 
knowledge may perfuade the Perfian miniftry, that nothing tends. fo much as trace 
to the cireulation of induftry, wealth, and happinefs through a people; that: it 
becomes a common tye to connect the diftant parts of the moft extended empire’; 
and that,. like veins in the natural body, it conveys life, warmth, and health, over 
the political. I found myfelf much inclined to fall into a train of reflections of this 
nature in a journey, partly of bufinels, and partly of pleafure, which I took lately 
to Ecbatana; and I will couamunicate to you the refult of them. Three circum- 
ftances, | am perfuaded, contribute to render the fine fituation of Perfia for commerce 
almoft ufelefs: one is, that in-all their great naval preparations againft the Greeks, 
they have conftantly furnifhed themfelves with fhips and feamen from Phoenicia, 
Cyprus, and Cilicia, inftead of encouraging their natural fubjects to: imitate the 
trading nations, who are tributary to them, on whom the marine of the empire at 
prefent entirely depends. Another obftacle to trade arifes from the late treaty with 
Athens, by one article of which. it is agreed * that no Perfian veffel fhall enter the ° 
“feas, 
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*¢ feas, which extend from the Pontus Euxinus to the coafts of Pamphylia; and 
** that no Perfian troops fhall come within three days march of thofe feas.” A third 
circumftance, which is the moft furprizing of all, is, that they have contrived 
cataracts on the Tigris and Euphrates, to break the regular courfe of the ftream, 
and make the navigation of thofe rivers difficult. I mention this inftance from my 
own obfervation, as it fhews, not only their utter inattention to improve their 
natural advantages, but, what is much worfe, a ftupid obftinacy to oppofe the 
means, which bountiful nature has fupplied them with, to facilitate the carriage of 
their manufactures and inland commerce. They pretend, that thefe cataracts prevent 
the enterprizes of enemies, who might endeavour to invade them by coming up 
thefe great rivers: but I think this apprehenfion as vain, as the precaution is abfurd, 
for a naval force joined to the numerous land army, which they keep up, would eafily 
defeat any fuch attempts. Since my abode at Ecbatana I have frequently reprefented 
to the minifters the advantages, which muft arife to the empire from deftroying them, 
and I hope not quite ineffectually. I affure you, I am much pleafed to take this 
opportunity of falling into my old train of thought; for I have lately led the life 
of a courtier rather than a merchant, to which the pleafures of the place have not a 
little invited me. The recommendations, with which the governor of Sardis 
honoured me, and the friends you have here, contribute more to my good reception, 
than any merit of my own. I dare fay your curiofity will expeét fome account of the 
city where [ am; I fhall therefore endeavour to gratify it. 

You need not be informed, that Ecbatana is. the metropolis of Media,, and was 
anciently the feat of the Median, as it is now of the Perfian monarchs. It is 
fituated on a rifing ground, not far from mount Orontes, in a country called for its 
peculiar pleafantnefs, “‘ the garden of Perfia.” 

The city is contain’d within an enclofure of feven  walls;. gradually rifing one 
above another.. ‘he palace and the treafury are built within the innermoft circle 
of the feven, which is diftinguifhed from the reft by the embellifthment of a cold 
colouring. Ecbatana has the advantage of being furrounded by fpacious plains, par- 
ticularly thofe of Nyfa, where the royal ftuds of 50,000 horfes are kept. Thefe 
plains are bounded on one fide by mount Orontes, on the other by a large foreft, 
amidit whofe lofty trees arife the country feats of the Perfian nobility. I fhould 
. tire thee with defcribing the folemnity of an. audience of the great king ;. the mag- 
nificence, with which he entertains. the princes of the blood and the great fatraps, 
and the pomp of his attendance, when he appears abroad : befides, I forget that you 
are no. ftranger to the fplendor of the Afian court.. As foon as it removes to Sufa, 
its winter refidence, I fhall return to. my. old fcene of life at Ephefus; I hope not 
corrupted by the pleafures of the place, and I am fure not infeéted with the lea{t 


tincture of a courtier’s infincerity, when I affure you of my warmelt affections. 
Adieu. 


From Ecbatana.. RB. 
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LETTER. X. 
ORsAMES to CLEANDER. 


wT TYDASPES the chamberlain has informed thee of my intentions, to correfpond 
H with thee upon my travels; thou wilt not therefore wonder at receiving a letter 
from this place. And truly though | am a {tranger to thy perfon, yet the .repu- 
‘tation thou beareft here, not only fer an approved capacity in bufinefs of the greateft 
weight and importance, but for a genius of the moft refined caft and extenfive com- 
pafs, may well fave me the trouble of any apology for thus beginning an epiftolary 
intercourfe with thee. I have that efteem for every man of diftinguifhed parts and 
an improved underftanding, that I would find fome way of recommending myfelf to 
fuch a perfon, though he were in the mott.diftant corners of the earth. * The city I 
am now at, which rofe upon the ruins of the ancient Nineveh, and was defigned as 
much to eclipfe that famed feat of the old Affyrian empire, as the glory and power 
of its founder did that of Ninus, would have engaged me to have come hither by 
choice, had it not lain fo direct in the tour of my travels, efpecially at a time when 
the court being abfent, I can more leifurely take a furvey of its admirable curiofities. 
But Babylon need not be particularly defcribed to thee, who haft been perfonally thy- 
{elf in moft of the noble metropolis’s of this empire, among which the monarch of 
the world is pleafed to divide his time. Never fure was any city built upon a more 
regular and magnificent plan; never was any better contrived for the healthfulnefs 
of its populous inhabitants ; fo fpacious are the ftreets, fo large the outlets for gar- 
dens and.walks of pleafure in the midit of every fquare of building; befides which the — 
thoufes ftand fo far afunder, that one cannot in this city complain of living more 
.clofely, or breathing a lefs purer air, than if one was placed in the midft of the coun- 
try; fo truly does Babylon reconcile the two contrarieties of a town and a rural 
fituation ; and thofe vaft plains, which were left unbuilt by the Affyrian king, are, 
to fpeak literally, a wide country with champain, corn fields, and pafture, all 
enclofed within walls and fortreffes. By the civility of AnTaBazus the governor, 
I was fhewn the vaft extent of this city in the moft convenient manner upon the 
walls, and for the greater eafe we made a journey of two days in going round. 
‘Could human ftrength have refifted the decrees of deftiny, or of that over-ruling 
power, which governs the world, and had ordained for Cyrus the eftablifhment of 
a glorious empire, it might have been thought, that this place of all others was 
impregnable, defended with gates of brafs, and encompafied with thefe ftupendous 
walls. But that, which the Affyrian thought would complete the glory of his 
snighty works, -expofed the city to be taken; and thofe impaffable morafles, which 
have overflooded the plains of Babylon, and fpread over an unmeafurable tract of 
dand, fince the mounds of the Pallacopas were blown up, upon Cyrus’s turning the 
Fiver into it, area lafting monument of vain expence, defigned to perpetuate his 
memory. *Tis reported, that after NapucnHoprosor had finifhed thefe magnificent 
works, + he forefaw, to mortify his pride, and foretold by a prophetic fpirit, that 
‘Babylon would be taken; and the famous prophecy he uttered upon the occafion 
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was written by the priefts of Belus, and found long fince in the archives of their tem- 
ple *. That famous ftructure was much damaged by Xerxzs, and ftript of the rich 
{tatues of the Affyrian gods, and the facred utenfils; but the walls and towers are 
left ftanding, though not yet repaired, as was-intended. My curiofity led me up 
one fine afternoon to the top of it; and it was with infinite furprize and pleafure 
I furveyed, in the afcent, the fcene, that prefented itfelf below. As far as the eye 
could reach, appeared the moft regular diverfity of pomp.and magnificence. Here: 
a vaft expanfe of palaces and ftately buildings feemed to cover the whole plain 
beneath, and terminate the wide horizon, except where the diftant waters of the 
great motafs were juft difcernible; by the refle€tion of the rays. of the declining 
fun, Below me lay the remains-of the ancient palace, which takes. up four miles 
in circumference ; and facing it on the weftern banks of the river.that fuperb new 
one, which exceeds all defcription, and ftands wpon twice the compafs of ground 
with the former,. There rofe the gardens of Amy tis, which feem to hang pendulous 
in air ; nor does the ftrength of thofe arches (fuch is the exquifite-contrivance of the 
work) appear as any fupport to the terraffes and forefts. of the largeft trees, that 
are mounted above them. By the time we had reached to the utmoft fummit, the 
chearful glow of the fetting fun’ began to grow fainter’in:the weftern clouds ; but 
as the glorious profpect. vanifh’d underneath, from the diftance and the dufk of 
the evening, another more beautiful broke out above in thofe myriads. of twinkling 
lights, which diverfify the heavens,. in the abfence of the radiant Miruras. We: 
were then got up to the obfervatory, and found the fages in aftronomy beginning 
their curious contemplations. They very courteoufly marked.out to me a {cheme 
of the heavens in the heavens themfelves.. Tis theirs to number the ftars, .and- 
know them diftinétly by their names ; to’obferve, when they rife and fet ; and to 
reduce their greateft wanderings to fix’d and certain rules.. Thus raifed as it were 
betwixt: earth and heaven, above the noife: and tumult of human affairs, I fancied 
myfelf in the neighbourhood of the cceleftial bodies, converfing with them; as they 
moved through the ferene zther in their filent courfes. How noble and ftupendous 
beyond all the mafter-pieces of art’ did nature then appear!’ how immenfe: and 
aftonifhing ! how boundlefs. and infinite! The thoughts, that then fwelled in my 
breaft, are too big for utterance; I was dumb with rapture and amazement ;.I fell 
en my face and adored the everlafting OrRomaspres. When compared with thefe his 
works, how’ mean are the moft*{plendid: glories of the Perfian empire! how httle 
and. contemptible! they flatten—they diminifh —they fhrink.into nothing ! 


From Babylon. L. 
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CLEANDER to OTANEs fuperintendant of the royal palaces, &c. 


AC foon as I am at leifure to turn my thoughts to any other concerns, befide 
thofe of the great king, thine (as this may ferve to convince thee) are the 
uppermoft in my mind. I have, as thou gaveft me in charge, applied myfelf of late 
to the furveying this renowned city, which is divided into two parts, the upper and 
lower. The upper, which is the more ancient, and was formerly the whole of it, is, 
in its prefent grandeur, almoft entirely occupied by the public buildings, fuch as 
the citadel, the temples of the gods, and the courts of judicature: the lower, which is 
euarded by a fort called Munychia, is laid out in an infinite number of ftreets, and 
communicates with the two havens, the Piraeus and Phalereus, by two walls of moft 
amazing ftrength and more than forty ftadiums long; thefe and the citadel were 
built partly by Crmon, and partly by THEMISTOCLES. Some here fcruple not to fay, 
that the circumference of the whole is more than a day’s journey, and even thofe 
who are mo{t moderate affirm it to be above five parafangs; and doubtlefs, if one 
were to form a judgment of the ftrength and power of the Athenians from the ftate 
and magnificence of this metropolis, it would furpafs all that has been reported of 
them. For to a Perfian it would feem incredible, that the capital of a people, 
whofe dominions exceed not in extent thofe of many an inferior fatrap in the 
fhining court fhould equal in dimenfions and grandeur the moft fumptuous of thofe, 
where the lord of Afia deigns to refide. For the ornamental parts, it is chiefly 
indebted to the care and genius of Pericies; who, with a foul grafping at and 
capable of executing all things, thought it not enough to aggrandize the ftate, 
except he fhould at the fame time adorn it equally ; not content to make it the moft 
powerful, he refolved alfo to make it the moft beautiful city in Greece. By the 
encouragement and large rewards, which he offered, he drew together the moft cele- 
brated artifts in each kind from all parts of the world: their numbers foon infpired 
them with an emulation of excelling each other ; and where all were excellent, it was 
to lofe reputation, to produce any thing that was not perfect in its kind, Hence it 1s, 
potent lord, that it exceeds all power of words to exprefs, or imagination to con- 
ceive the beauties, that are difplay’d in fome of their principal buildings: thofe 
dedicated to the gods efpecially might feem not unworthy of immortal natures 5 
there is a grandeur as well as fimplicity, which ravifhes one at the firft fight; they 
-are all of them finifhed upon the molt exquifite models; not blazing indeed with 
gold or precious ftones, but polifhed with a care and delicacy, that would give 
value to the meaneft materials, and furpafles the brighteft glow and moft diverfified 
irradiations of colour. ‘That temple’in particular, which is called the ParTHENnon, 
and dedicated to Minerva, the guardian and protectrefs of ATHENS, as it is the 
largeft, fo is it the moft compleat ; its length is 150 cubits, and the breadth about 
65: the outfide adorned with a beautiful colonade, which ferves to fupport the 
bold projections of a moft curious entablature. On entering and furveying the 
infide, I found myfelf delighted and furprized without knowing the particular 
caufe ; till on further confideration I perceived, that this was “owing to the exact 
fymmetry and happy adjuftments of each part. - I was convinced, that the propor- 
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tions obferved in this were the trueft and moft natural that can be; and will, if I 
forefee aright, be a pattern for imitation to all fucceeding times. There is, there 
muft be fomething fixed and rational in this, as well as all other objects of the 
mind. Why elfe do the ftupendous works of Babylon, and the fo celebrated temple 
of Diana, which my native Ephefus boafts, though they amaze and awe, yet fail 
of pleafing us! And whence is it, that, though none but the moft confummate 
artift is capable of defigning what is truly great and majeftic, yet all admire 
and approve what is fo, when finifhed ? Happy Pericies, whofe name thall live, 
not in thefe auguft buildings only, but in all, which deferve the admiration of 
mankind to the lateft pofterity! It was from a fenfe of this, that he filenced the 
clamours of his enemies, and put a ftop to the complaints of his fellow-citizens, in 
relation to the great charge of thefe edifices. He offered to pay the expence of all 
that was done, on condition that he might have the reputation of defigning and 
raifing fo many illuftrious monuments. Befide this, the moft remarkable temples 
are thofe dedicated to Neptune, Castor and Poriux, and Tuzszus; nor can it 
fail to give every Perfian the fame pleafure it did me, when he fhall know, that 
another of their moft ftately buildings, the Odeum or mufic theatre, is built after 
the model of that pavilion, which fhades the facred head of the moft powerful 
monarch in the univerfe. It would be endlefg to recount the other buildings, which 
rife on all fides around me; nor will I attempt at prefent to defcribe the fine paintings, 
‘or enumerate the beautiful ftatues, which people, as it were, every corner of the city. 
Thefe are all done under the direétion and mot by the hand of Puipras, an artift fo 
extraordinary, as to be worthy the encouragement of our great monarch, and who, 
when fupported by his munificence, might exceed all that the world has ever {een in 
that way; and yet this fo excellent a mafter has lately, out of fpite to PeRicLeEs 
his patron, been caft into prifon; and is fuffered to languifh there in daily expeétation 
of death. Such is the reward of all his labours from an ungrateful city! Thou art 
happy, Oranges, in ferving a mafter, who will not value thee les, becaufe thou 
deferveft to be valued more. Be it thy ambition to render thofe {plendid apart- 
ments, committed to thy care, worthy of their royal gueft ; and if the Athenians 
{cruple not to imitate the Afiatic barbarians (as they infolently call us) in one of 
their buildings, nor do thou difdain to tranferibe other excellencies from them. 
Blufh not to copy after maftérs, whofe natural bent and genius lie towards thefe arts ; 
who defpifing all ufelefs oftentation, and laughing at the cumbrous uninformed build- 
ings of the Eaft, have firft fhewed the world, “ that convenience is not incom- 


“ patible with ftate, nor true magnificence deftitute of real ufe.” Adieu! 


From Athens, R, 
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CLEANDER to MecGasyzus, one of the feven counfellors of {tate 
to the king of Perfia. 


‘ive was no inconfiderable part of the wife inftructions, which thou gaveft me, before 
my voyage to this city, that I fhould write thee a particular account of every 

| Epa ee . . < r 
remarkable cuftom, as well as extraordinary incident, that occurred during my abode 


here. 
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here. I know how much thou grieveft in fecret for the degeneracy: of Perfia; and. 
thy defign in requiring this intelligence, with a view to the improvement of our own: 
country by remarks on the manners of others,.is agreeable to the wifdom of thy: 
miniftry, and the ereatnefs of thy foul.. Adefign truly glorious, and praife worthy ! 
in comparifon whereof,. the hiftory. of the vaft armies and ravages of Xprxes may be: 
confidered ,as. the chaff before the wind, and which will perpetuate the name of 
Mecasyzus to the lateft pofterity. 


The Athenians have a law amoneft them,, which enjoins, that all thofe,, who die 
fighting in the caufe of their country, fhall at the end of every campaign be buried 
at the public charge, and their children maintained by the ftate till they arrive at 
the age of manhood. The firft year of the war is now over,, and the winter feafon 
is advanced upon-us.. Accordingly, the ceremonies thus inftituted were performed 
a few days fince; and I had the pleafure of feeing every part of them. To. tell thee 
my opinion-freely,. I never was fo much delighted with the pomp and fplendor of the 
court of Sufa, as with the honeft plainnefs. of thefe republican. folemnities.. The: 
whole was. conducted after this manner. 


About. three days. before the funeral, the bones: of the: flain: were placed. in a: 
tent raifed on purpofe, fo. that every perfon might have an: opportunity to: frequent: 
them, and pay. them the laft tribute of a tear. All forts of odoriferous -herbs and. 
flowers were ftrewed around the tent; and each man brought fome in-his-hand,. that. 
he might confecrate them. to the manes of his favourite friend.. On the fourth day: 
a coffin of cyprefs was fent from every tribe, to carry off the bones of their own: 
members. After which. went an empty covered hearfe in. memory. of thofe, who 
could not be found. The proceffion was carried on with a peculiar. decency of- 
forrow,. while great numbers of inhabitants, both: ftrangers and. citizens, affifted ins 
the train of mourners.. The parents of the deceafed attended at the fepulchre. tos 
weep. No eye could refrain from tears;. and the melancholy diftrefs, which appeared. 
in the faces of all alike, feéemed but a true copy of the fentiments of all. The: 
bones were accompanied in. this manner to the public place of burial (which is. 
fituated in a pleafant fpot without the city, called Crramicus): and committed to» 
the ground.. The monument erected to. the valour 6f thefe citizens was adorned: 
with pillars, trophies, and infcriptions, fuch as are ufual about the tombs. of the» jj 
moft honourable perfons.. The ceremony was concluded with one fpeech: in praife- 
of them.all,. and Perrcies. was the orator, to whom that tafk was afiened,. It is: . 
impoffible for. any man, who has. not, heard him, to conceive the ftreneth and folidity- 
of his thoughts, the grace and dignity of his action,, the elegance and fimplicity of | 
his diction. For my own part,, 1 was enchanted with the: power of his eloquence. . 
His countrymen fay of him. very. juftly,. that he harangues in-an imperial ftrain.. 
Hence they have given.him the firname of Oxy mpivus, intimating probably, that,. 
like their.god Jurirzr, he. thunders when he fpeaks.. To this-I may. add, that the- 
melody of his voice, the air of Kis. countenance, the very manner of his drefs has. 
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fomething of an: engaging and commanding gravity,., which at. once charms and. 
aftonifhes his.audience, 


The main {cope of his fpeech, was.to animate-the living with refolution, by com- 
mending: the courage: of the dead ;.to.infufe a fpirit of patriotifm: into. the: minds 
of 
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‘of his fellow-citizens, by celebrating that principle of ation, which incites the 
valiant to battle. He told them, that fuch men, though they failed in their attempt, 
‘were not wanting 1n glory to themfelves or their country; that they would for ever 
receive, inftead of theirlives, an immortal monument of praife, (not fo much that, 
wherein their bodies are now laid, as a more illuftrious one in the memory of future 
ages). For to men of fame, all the earth is a fepulchre, and refpect fhall be paid 
to their virtue, not only by infcriptions and trophies at home; but by unwritten 
records of the heart in all nations of the world, which, more than any kind of 
perifhable monument, will remain to eternity. In imitation therefore of thefe men, 
continued he, and placing happinefs in liberty, and Jiberty in valour, be forward 
to encounter the dangers of war. He fet before them the reputation of dying with 
their fwords in their hands, for a commonwealth fo renowned and fo noble, as that 
of Athens. In difplaying the extent and greatnefs of it’s dominion, he took occa~ 
fion to flatter the people, in afcribing it chiefly to the prudence of their condua, 
the ftriétnefs of their difcipline, and the bravery of their arms. He extolled the 
freedom and independency of their conftitution; that they were all governed by the 
Jaw, whofe protection was equally extended to the poor and the rich, to the weak 
as well as powerful; that the merit and induftry of every citizen, made his way to 
preferment, without any perfonal diftinétion whatfoever; in fhort, that where the 
-rewards of virtue are the greateft, there live the greateft men. He clofed his fpeech 
‘with a particular addrefs to the different ages and fexes of thofe who heard him, 
‘and difmifs’d the multitude. 


As foon as Pericirs had defcended from the roftra, the people followed him to 
‘his houfe with loud acclamations of joy; and the fenfe of every man’s forrow for 
the lofs of his relations was changed into the higheft encomiums on their happinefs 
and fame. The merits of the deceas’d were drawn in the moft lively colours by 
the partial imaginations of friends, Even thofe, who had been their competitors in 
the pofts of glory, and had envied their reputation, while living, now honour 
them with affection, when dead. Each man feems ftudious of ferving the widows 
and orphans of thofe he loved; and the ftate of Athens, with the tendernefs of a 
kind parent, is expreffing thofe fentiments of gratitude to the offspring of her brave 
defenders, which fhe cannot exprefs to themfelves; a cuftom fo juft and laudable, 
fo confiftent with the wifeft maxims of good policy, that it muft be left to thy 
judgment to determine, if the conftitution of Perfia is, not in fome degree defe&ive 
for the want of it. Pardon the vehemence of the expreflion ; but this I will venture 
to affirm, that nothing can tend, in a {tronger manner, to animate the foft and de- 
generate troops of Afia to emulate the valour of their generous anceftors, than 
rewards and encouragements of the fame nature, propos’d to military virtue. 
Herein then let us imitate the republic of Athens, and be in no wife afhamed to 
learn ufeful improvements from the warmeft of our foes. I would afk only one 
queftion ; can any man, who fhall chance to fall a viétim to his enemies in the 
heat of battle, and confiders in his laft and departing moments, that his obfequies 
‘hall be honourably performed at the charge of his fellow-citizens, that his friends 
fhall pay refpect to his memory by their praife, that his children fhall be educated 
by the care and prudence of the public; can fuch a’man hefitate one moment, whe- 
ther he hath done rightly in forfeiting his life, however precious, to the fame of 
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his own character, to the fervice of his own children, to the general and lafting 
benefit of his country? 


This is a cuftom,, O thou fage Mrcasyzus, which if ever it be practifed among 
us, will eftablifh the throne of our mighty mafter, not on the frail and unftable. 
foundations of pomp and luxury, of force and power, of diffimulation and crafts 
but on the popularity of the prince, and the induftry and affection of his fubjects:s. 
foundations of the regal authority fo great, and fo noble, that the king, who would. | 
add weight to his fcepter, mutt reign by them, or govern againft. the happinefs of 


his people, againft the very rule, the very end of his government. Adieu. 
From. Athens. . C- 


AL Bobet BeR Xk 
CLEANDER to GoBryas,. chief fcribe to ARTAXERXES king of Perfia.. 


[ Forgot not, fage minifter,, the dire€tions thou gaveft me, to fend accounts .of 
the conftitutions of the different governments in Greece; and now the. feafon of 
action is over, I find more leifure to profecute fuch ufeful enquiries.. I. intend in. 
this letter to.lay before thee a defcription of the conftitution of Athens, . reducing it. 
to a compafs confiftent, I hope, with accuracy, as well as entertainment. . : 


Soton, their great legiflator, formed their government chiefly on’a popular plan;; 
though from feveral inftitutions of his it appears, that he defigned.to. moderate thie 
inconftancy and violence of a democracy, by introducing. a proper mixture of the 
ariftocratical-form.. The firft appointed,, that none but thofe,. who had fuch a re- 
venue, fhould be candidates for the great magiftracies of. the ftate.. The. people 
indeed, fince the Perfian invafion, have had influence enough. to increafe their 
power, by getting rid of this incumbrance upon the ambition of the poorer fort.. 
*The fecond was the eftablifhment of a fenate, chofen annually out of each. of. the: 
tribes. Soton, as a third reftraint upon the people, a third anchor to. prevent the: 
epublic’s.being carried away by the intrigues of factious rulers, or the irrefolution. 
‘of weak.ones, enlarged the authority of the Areopagus, their great court of judi-- 
-cature.. He likewife very much: diminifhed: the power of the nine Archons, who» 
have each. feparate: jurifdictions ; as the firft, for inftance, gives a name to the year, 


determines in. caufes. concerning. wills. and legacies, and infpects the theatrical; 
diverfions. : ; 


After this general fxetch of the Athenian conftitution, I thall proceed to enter: 
more particularly into the grand. reforts and fprings, on. which the movements af— 
their political fyftem.depend. ‘The fenate of 500 is compofed of 50 out of every: 
one of the ten tribes. No one can-be admitted. into it, without being at leaft 30: 
years of age, and undergoing a. ftridt enquiry into his charaéter.. Before he takes.: 
his feat he binds himfelf by: a folemn oath to adhere to the laws,. and give advice to: 
the people of Athens, according to the beft of his abilities. Every tribe prefides. 
in the fenate-in its turn, (which is regulated by lot) for. 35 days. Each company of” 

prefidents: 
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prefidents are called Prytanes, and out of them the Proedroi or fet of prefidents 
for the week, are appointed. The prefident of the day called the Epiftata, is one 
of the Proedroi, and has in his cuftody the great feal, and the keys of the citadel 
and treafure, and prefides likewife in the affemblies of the people. When the fenate 
has made a decree, if it is ratified by the people, it paffes into a law; if otherwife, 
it continues in force only for a year. The matters, which come under the cogni- 
zance of the fenate, are of the fame fort as thofe, which are brought before the 
people; and therefore may be referred to that head. At the expiration of the an- 
nual offices of the fenators, if any fhips of war have been built during their regency, 
the people decree them the honour of the crown; a remarkable inftance of their 
great attention to increafe their naval force, as being fully convinced, that the fafety 
and honour of the commonwealth depend upon it! The ordinary affemblies of the 
people are held four times in 35 days, particular affairs being allotted to each time; 
extraordinary ones are fummoned by the magiftrates ; and a paper is fixed up in tke 
public places of the city, with a fhort account of the bufinefs to be debated: 


The place, where the affembly is held, which is either the market place, or a 
great fquare near the citadel, is firft purified by a folemn rite of luftration. When 
that is ended, the public crier makes a prayer for the profperity of their. counfels ; 
and pronounces an execration againft thofe, who endeavour, or advife any thing to 
the prejudice of the commonwealth. Then, by order of the prefident, he ftates the 
queftion; or repeats the decree of the fenate, which is to be confirmed or rejected. 
The oldeft orators begin the debate, and are followed by the younger; though it is 
to be obferved, that no perfon under thirty has a right to be heard; nor is any one, 
who has been convicted. of a notorious crime, permitted to have a fhare in their 
councils.. Without the firft of thefe precautions, they think the ftate might be 
expofed to danger by an. immature advice; without the latter, by. a defperate or 
unlawful one. When the debates are over, the people give: their votes, whichis 
ufually done by holding up their hands: Then.the opinion is drawn up in writing, 
and they confirm it by a fecond divifion. After the prefident has: examined the 
numbers on both fides, he pronounces on which:the majority lies, and difmufes the 
affemmbly. It is in thefe affemblies of the people, that all affairs: relating to war and 
peace, religion or domeftic policy,. are difcuffed.. Appeals. lie to them from all 
tribunals, even from. that of the Areopagus; of which venerable judicature I fhall 
next give thee a fhort account. ‘Their. inftitution is by fome attributed to SoLon, 
but generally to Cecrops the founder of the city.. It is. chiefly. compofed of the 
Archons, who have difcharged their offices with honour; and it’s number'therefore is 
not always the fame. They hold their fittings on Mars’s-hill,.in the open air; and 
when they determine caufes, it is in the night. The members. of this body have 
been always held in the higheft efteem for the fanctity of their ives, the impartiality 
of their decifions, and their knowledge in the laws of their-country. Their. au- 
thority. is of a large extent; they infpect over the obfervation of the laws, the man- 
ners of. the citizens, and the education of the youth. ‘They have alfo cognizance- 
of cafes of murder, and all forts of impieties; and the introduction of new ceremonies 
fall within their jurifdiction. Prrreres indeed, with a view of making =his court 
to the people, by throwing more power into their hands, and weakening that of the 
nobles, has reduced: the. power. of the Areopagus.:. but fober.men look upon it-cs 
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one of the worft fteps in his adminiftration ; and it affords his enemies a fair topic 
for invidious remarks. I hope the view I have here given thee, noble fcribe, of the 
nature of the Athenian conftitution, and their manner of carrying on public bufinefs, 
will not be difagreeable to thee, or afford unprofitable reflections to the council of 
Perfia; thy favourable acceptance of this effay will encourage me to tranfmit more 
papers of the fame kind. I leave it to thy experienced fagacity, to compare the 
republican government of Athens with the monarchical one of thy native country; 
to difcover the excellencies of each; to trace out their refpective imperfections ; and 
to determine, whether a conftitution, blended of both, might not compofe the moft 
perfect form, that human invention can ever expect to attain. But I know, how — 
difficult ic would prove to hit that juft medium; and how hard it is to prevent the 

fpirit .of faction from mixing with that of reformation. Pardon my prefumption, 

and fuffer me to wifh a long continuance to thy miniftry; it is the fame thing as_ 
-wifhing.an increafe of honour and profperity to Perfia. Adieu, . 


From Athens, ?. 


EET Boke ay 
Gospryras to CLEANDER. 


J. HOU continueft, Creanper, to give frequent proofs of thy zeal and abilities 
in the difpatches, which thou writeft to the minifters of the Perfian court. 

Our royal mafter is happy in poffeffing fo good a fervant, particularly at a time, 
when the wifdom of our counfels muft affift us to regain, what we have loft by the 
misfortunes of our arms. Thy laft letters to Mecasyzus, and myfelf, were parti- 
cularly acceptable. They fhew, that not contented with being a bare annalift of the 
public tranfactions, thou entereft into the very genius and difpofitions of the people, 
amongft whom thou refideft,; and that as thou converfeft with perfons the moft.in- 
telligent in the government and manners of Athens, fo thou art no lefs careful to 
enrich thy country with the fruits of thy knowledge. I will only fuggeft this cau- 
tion to thee, not to fuffer the partial reprefentations, which the Greeks make of 
their own policy and religion, to infpire thee with a diflike to thofe of Perfia; nor 
let the many inftances, which thou muft obferve, of a licentious liberty towards 
magiftrates and rulers pervert thy affections from the fovereign of the Eaft; neither 
imagine, that cuftems, which fuit the level conditions of the members of a republic, 
would equally become the gravity and ftrict difcipline of a monarchy. Whatever 
informatiens thou canft acquire relating to the trade, revenues, or marine of Athens, 
her religious ceremonies or civil inftitutions, will not fail to recommend thy dili- 
gence to a prince, whofe goodnefs never forgets the meaneft labours of his fervants, 
and whofe generofity takes every opportunity of rewarding them. As an earneft of 
what thou mayft expect, he fends thee, by this courier, a ring fparkling with a pre- 
cious ftone taken out of the royal treafury, two Median horfes with rich caparifons, 
and a purfe of 500 golden darics. Receive this regal munificence with gratitude, 
and prove by thy fervices, that thou art not unworthy fo great a mark of confidence 
and favour. It remains for me to inform thee, that feveral councils were lately held 
on Grecian affairs; in which it was debated, whether the great king fhould smme- 
diately 
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diately offer his mediation by a folemn embaffy to the Athenians and the Pelopon- 
nefian allies; or whether he fhould fuffer the war to continue, till both Gdes were 
further weakened, and the lofing party reduced to make application to us. The 
latter meafure has, I think, with good reafon, been chofen. It was confidered, that 
it feems more for the honour of Perfia not to enter into thefe affairs uninvited, and 
perhaps expofe her mediation to contempt. Befides there is fome danger, that if 
we difcover our intentions too early, the natural jealoufies of the Greeks, with 
regard to us, may be awakened; a fenfe of their mutual interefts prevail over the 
fpirit of diffention and tumult, which now reigns among them; and fo the game 
be play’d out of our hands, through our own want of dexterity in managing it. 
Whereas on the other hand, by delaying to open the part, which Perfia defigns to 
take in thefe differences, the alarm, which Sparta has conceived at the rifing great- 
nefs of Athens, is fo great, that the war is likely to continue and grow hotter every 
year. he conquering party will increafe in their pretenfions; the vanquifhed 
exafperated by their loffes, unwilling to yield to thofe who were formerly their 
equals, and unable to defend themfelves, can have no where recourfe for affiftance 
but:to us; and thus the balance mutt naturally be placed in our hands, and the 
Grecian ftates, diverted from making conquefts over us, will voluntarily fue for 
protection againft their powerful.neighbours, to a country they formerly defpifed 
and hated. But I forbear infifting upon the advantages arifine to Perfia from this 
conduct; it is every way fo agreeable to her true interefts, that it would be doubts 
ing thy judgment to inforce it by farther arguments,. 


Advice from Lacedzmon affures- us, that the leading men among the allies are’ 
determined before the end of the year to fend a formal embaffy to-the great king,. 
requefting that he would enter into: the league, and furnifh them with fupplies: of 
men and'money.. Fail not to advertife, whether the Athenians have notice: of this; 
and whether. they have any intention.to follow an example fo glorious.for Perfia, . 


Before I conclude this difpatch, Y am to acquaint thee,. by the king’s’ exprefs. 
order, that he is fenfible, in cafe the plague breaks out at Athens, (as it is:reported) 
what dangers.thou muft be expofed to in a city. not able to contain’ its numerous 
inhabitants, whofe prefent inconveniences fo terrible a diftrefs. will neceffarily en- 
creafe; and therefore he thinks it proper for thee to:remove to a place, which may 
be free from that calamity, and at the fame time: not far from Athens.. Thus nei- 


ther will thy own fafety be expofed, nor at the fame.time. the king’s fervice receive: 
any detriment... 


When thou. readeft this. inftance of royal tendernefs foram ufeful minifter, and 
receiveft the marks of princely bounty which accompany it, thou: haft reafon to 


thank the mighty Oromaspegs, that thou art born a. fubject of Perfia, and. liveft 
under the reign of ARTAXERXES, 
From. Sufa. P:. 


LET: TE R: 
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[Eb ToT BURL XY. 
HypDASPES to CLEANDER. 


1S aerate of the meffenger that was to fet out to you from Gosryas, I 
would not omit the opportunity it offers me of expreffing the concern I am 
under for your fafety ; the lateft reports from Greece having informed us, that they 
begin to be under difmal apprehenfions of the plague at Athens. It is faid, that 
the cattle *, as they graze in the meads adjacent to that city, are feized with the 
noxious vapours afcending from the earth, and fall inftantaneoufly dead; the fure 
and common prefage, that the fame calamity will foon extend itfelf to the human 
{pecies. I could wifh therefore, you was removed farther from the contagion. May 
at leaft thofe propitious beings, who' under the great Onomaspzs, are the guardians 
of our ftate, preferve the faithful minifter of the great king, even amidft the regions 
of death. I with thou wer’t fafe at Sufa, could the interefts of ARTAXERXES be 
ferved fo well by any other perfon lefs valuable to all his friends. Whilft we enjoy 
the clemencies of a mild and wholefome air, thou in a rough and unpleafant 
country, expofed to the rigours of a northern fky, art not only placed amidft tu- 
rnults, depopulations, and the alarms of war, but art expofed to evils, which no 
human forecaft can ward againft; all which thou beareft moft willingly for the 
fervice of Perfia. Excellent Crranper! what reward will not thy merit call for? — 
May fome happy day reftore thee to thy friends and country, where MEGABYZUSy 
who knows thy worth, will raife thee to diftinguifhed honours, and place thee in 
fome tranquil ftation under the fmiles of our mighty fovereign. That great minifter 
knows fo well to allay the boifterous fwellings and animofities of contending in- 
terefts, that peace and unanimity feem now entirely to prevail over faction and 
difcord; and may they long continue undifturb’d by the feditious efforts of envy 
and ambition, in the Perfian court! A fenfe too of duty to the fupreme being 
{eems more fervent upon our minds than ufual; though were we ever fo forgetful 
of it at other times, our late deliverances would ftrongly have demanded it from us 
at this. And here it may not be unentertaining to mention to thee, with what re- 
ligious care a folemn feftival was celebrated thereupon at Sufa. Forty days were 
fet apart for feafts and facrifices; during that time the court put on an extraordinary 
air of fplendor and chearfulnefs; but there were none of thofe loofer revels, which 
commonly attend an excefs of rejoicing. ‘The moft eminent of the Magi, from all 
the colleges in Perfia, were fummoned to be prefent at the facrifices. The firft 
morning the chief of the Magi, with a long train of his affociates, and the feveral 
minifters of the religious ceremonies following him f, afcended the higheft of the 
mountains that environ Sufa to the north, clad in the facred veftments, his { tiara 
interwoven with myrtle. He bowed twice towards the rifing fun; then led the 
victim to the appointed ground, and there invok’d the god. ARTAXERXES and the 
Queen, Xerxes, Socpranus, Ocnus, and Agsires, with all the other princes of 
the blood, were prefent at thefe holy rites. ach of the Magi fung oraifons in their 
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turn to the great: author of the world. But Arimaspzs, as chief in dignity, had 
juftly the preference given him of hymning: the praifé’of Oromaspzs the bef. 
“* How, at his great command, the wide expanfe was filled with beings; how, at 
‘© his word, the bright and radiant fan firtt {pread his gilded rays to chear and 
“ gladden nature; how the elements were difpofed by him, and the feeds of all 
“« things ranged in order; how, by his power, they -are preferv’d, and made the 
«< principles of life and vegetation to all creatures, which, if he withheld his falu- 
tary influences, would {warm at once with death and ,éontagion; how, by him 
alone, the fubtle fleeces of the air are kept untainted, and the earth free from 
impurities and infe@tion: hence that the whole expante is Gop, fince he pervades 
“© the whole, and by his power is prefent every where.” The fong being ended, 
you might have feen the awful lord of Afia proftrate on the earth, acknowledgingja 
much higher power; ‘a power upon whom he and all the princes of thejearth depend. 
The inferiot Magi facrificed in their order, according to ‘their different, inftitutions ; 
and joined at laft in one general fymphony of praife,; while a hundred vi&tims loft 
their breath, to the eternal fource of good, It was: glorious to. obferve the long 
proceffion ag it afcended up the fteep ; but more {o, to behold the vaft retinue, and 
{plendid equipages fpréading over the fummits of the higheft hills ;..the {parkling 
enfigns of regality; the ftatély canopy blazing with the gems.of Indus; the tich 
caparifons of the camels and horfes ; and then to fee the mightieft fatraps, together 
with their potent lord, defcend from. their feats of ftate, bowing. themfelves’ all at 
once before the greater fovereign of the univerfe.. When this folemn ceremony was 
ended, the whole company returned in the fame tegular order, in which they went. 
The proceffion entred the fpacious enclofure of the royal palace at the gate of 
Memnon, where a fumptuous entertainment was prepared, . The king himlelf fat 
at one table with the princes of the blood, waited upon ‘by the-great officers of the 
houfhold: at another the méft confiderable fatraps, and the generals of the army: 
at a third the venerable body of the Magi; and at others, through the feveral ftately 
apartments of the palace, the inhabitants of: Sufa. During the entertainment the 
halls refounded with the melodious airs of women, and the enchanting {trains of the 
moft fkilful muficians. Nothing could be added to, the fplendor, order, and variety, 
that appeared on this occafion._ Thy friends wanted; thee. alone to.complete their 
fatisfaction. ‘This only confolation remains to them, that by, undergoing a few 
temporary incohveniencés, thou art.in the higheft degree ufeful to thy king and thy 
country. . Adieu, 
From Sufa, ; feuiclt p42 


oa4 
ce 


<¢ 


End of..the fir year, of the war, 


is dM. 


ATHENIAN -LETTERS. 


A.M. 3574+. ad year of the 87th Olymp.. 


ad year of the Peloponnefian wars. 


Bom pe ee eRe eRe 
€usanpeR to Gosryas, chief fcribe to ARTAXERXES king of. Perfias. 


- Received: the difpatch, which thou fénteft_ me by the courier Hyparnes;. and: 

. acknowledge: myfelf highly honoured, that I am thought worthy to partake ins 
the fecret counfels of our great: monarch, as well as fenfibly affected by the fignal. 
eenerofity and tendernefs, which he fhews for his faithful flave.. I proftrate myfelf 
before the foot{tool-of his fhining throne, and with him length of. days; a bleffing,., 
whichis fure to-give perpetuity to the happinefs. of Perfia, and the only one, that. 
remains to be-added to the wifdom of his government, the greatnefs. of his. foul,. 
and the princély benevolence. of his temper.. : 


Tobeyed the command laid upon me to retire during the height of the plague,, 
and have found an hofpitable retreat in the ifland Salamis ; but I fear, though my- 
own fafety is lefs endangered, I fhall be neceffarily. flower. in executing the king’s. 
orders, and tranfmitting- accounts of Grecian affairs. If any delay, fhould. happen, 
I hope it will not be-imputed to: my negligence, but to the inconveniencies of the: 
times; and the difficulty of procuring intelligence here, through | the caution of the: 
magiftratess: | | iat aie jy 


Jutt before the plague broke out, the Peloponnefian army, undér the command: 
of Arcurpamus king of Sparta,made a fecond invafion into Attica; they are now 
marched towards the- mountain Larius, where the. Athenians have filver mines. I: 
believe the plan*of the war will not Be different from that of the laft year; and this. 
dreadful calainity’ tales: away the flower of their citizens and foldiérs, and fo difpirits 
the reft, that Pirierzs does not’think. it prudent to hazard the iffue of a battle 
In order. however to make adiverfion, a fquadron of. 100 galleys is preparing, to.put 
to.féa, which he intends to command. himfelf. His enemies incenfe the people 
againft him. (who were never more haraffed: and uneafy) by faying, that the vaft: 
numbers he drew. out of the country laft year, encreafe the contagion of the dit- 
temper, Igave the reafons of that meafure in a former letter;. and cannot help» 
faying,, that it is. highly unjuft and \unfait, to charge hin with all thofe crois acci- 
dents of fortune, which the moft refined human prudence and forecaft cannot: 
prevent. It feems.as unreafonable as to-affert,. that the plague is owing to his con-- 
trivance. By going admiral in perfon, he either.intends to preferve his credit, and: 
keep up the fpirits of his. countrymen by fome remarkable exploit, or elfe to with- 
pb ener from the clamours.of his. enemies,,till the fury of the difeafe is a little: 
anated. 


The 
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The refemblance of the fymptoms fhew, that the plague is of the fame ftrange 


ature, as that which began in Ethiopia and Egypt, and afterwards ravaged the 
Perfian provinces. 


Every other ficknefs turns immediately to this, which generally kills in feven or 
eight days, after great pains and eruptions in all parts of the body, infatiate thirft, 


want of fleep, and variety of circumftances, which increafe the natural terrors and , 


uneafinefs of death. It is very remarkable, that none who recover are ever feized 


with it a fecond time ; yet even in fome of thefe it ftrikes upon their fenfes, effaces. 


the memory of all paffages of their lives, and makes them forget their neareft rela- 
tions. What is moft furprizing is, that no certain remedies can be applied: a 
medicine that does good to one, is hurtful to another; and the care and clofeft 
attendance of the phyfician are as ufelefs, as the utmoft efforts of his art. 


The air itfelf partakes of the malignity ; the birds drop down, as they fly along 
the ftreets; and the dead bodies, for want of interment, fhare the fame fepulchre 
with the brutes, and are caft out in the public ftreets, fo many loathfome and moving 
{pectacles of mortality. The greateft part of the inhabitants of the country, who 
for want of other accommodations were forced to dwell in booths and huts fet up in 
the public places, are liable to the greateft inconveniencies. The living and the 
dead amongft them lie confufed in heaps, fome in the agonies of death, others lifting 
up their hands to heaven, and imploring the divine affiftance, and many gafping 
round the fountains, where they croud to quench their thirft. Nay, what is almoft 
incredible, a neglect of ‘religion and the laws is introduced by the prevalence of this 
calamity ; of the former, becaufe they fee the plague deftroys alike the pious and 
the wicked ; of the latter, becaufe no one expects his life will laft till legal juftice 
overtakes him. Indeed nothing contributes more to the diforderly condition they 
are in, than the want of proper regulations for removing, and attending the fick, 
and burning the dead: and were they of an humour to fubmit to any thing like 
reftraint, it might preferve them from the confufion and milery they now undergo, 
Such is the difmal ftate of affairs at Athens; to which no {mall relief is brought by 
the arrtval of Hippocrates, the famous Coan phyfician; who is determined, though 
at the hazard of his life, to devote himfelf entirely to the fervice of the difeafed. 
This generofity has fo fenfibly affeéted the people of Athens, that they refolve to 
beftow on him fome illuftrious mark of their efteem and favour. I need not men- 
tion, that they honour him the more, for having refufed the munificent offers of 


the great king, that he might be quite at liberty when Greece demanded his 
affiftance. 


I can affure thee, that the Athenians have no information yet of the Peloponnefian 
embafly ; but Psricies has agents in all Parts, who will not fail to give him early 
notice of it. There is‘a remarkable {tory of him, that upon giving in his accounts 
once to the people, in an article of 15 talents no particular fervice was {pecified. 
His enemies taking the advantage immediately infifted he fhould explain it; to which 
he replied very readily, that this fum was employed on a fervice of great importance, 
which it was abfolutely neceffary to keep fecrét. The people were fatisfied and 
made no farther enquiry. It is generally fuppofed, that thefe 15 talents were laid 
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out at: Sparta to. keep off a war,. till. the Athenians were better prepared for it. The- 
Lacedzemonians. have a. fine opportunity,. if they make. the beft ufe of this cam- 
paign; but I am told they are difcontented with ARcuipamus their general, whoe 
declared himfelf. openly: againft the war, and is unwilling to engage his ftate too fat” 
in it, Befides nothing confiderable can be done againft the Athenians by land, and: . 
they. always havea cood fleet at fea, to guard, their coafts, interrupt the commerce» 
of their enemies,. and. prevent, the defection of their allies. E fend: thee inclofedi a. 
lift of the-allies on both fides,. and the contributions they furnifh towards the war.. 
The Athenians are abfolute mafters. over theirs, whereas the feparate interefts. 
amongtt the Peloponnefians embarra{s their military operations for want of unanimity... 
Excufe,. potent minifter, the difmal, fcene of death and defolation, which I fet before: 
theé in the former, part of this. difpatch 5 but [I might juftly. have been. efteemed:: 
infenfible, if, the little I faw.miylelf,, and the. large accounts I received from others,. 
had made only-a tranfient impreflion. Compaffion is a common tribute to the mife-. 
ries and-infirmities,..which buman, nature.is expofed to; and a generous. mind like- 
thine pays. it willingly to. the wortt of its. foes. Much more then let the humbleft: 
fervant of ARTAXERKES,, the faithful CLEANDER; claim, fome. fhare of pity in his. 
Hazardous fituation. But he repines; not at his fate; he fhould think it, honourable to. 
perifh tn-the fervice of: his mafter. , He,1s thankful to OROMASDES for.the life-he ftillé 
enjoys,. and. refers. the uncertain. events. of futurity, to his overruling will. Adieu.. 

“From Salamis... | 

Allies: of the Athenians. _ . 

The Chians,. Lefbians,. Platzans,: Corcyraans,..moft.of. the Acarnanians,. Meffe-- 
nians,. OCC.., ee 
| Allies of the Lacedamonians. ; 
All Peloponnefus,..except Argos, and. Achaia ;. the Megareans,, Phocians, Lo=- 
erians, Boeotians, Ambraciets, Leucadians. and. Anaétorians. 


in se Se XVIL 


SMERDIS to CLEANDER.. 


TERE the fweeteft retirement: a. fuficient afylum from care, the Magi would’ 
be exempted. from. thofe reflections, -which prey upon the minds, of unhappy,” 
mortals. We inhabit thofe groves, which have been the manfions of the wife, and: 
virtuous .by the appointment of ZornoasTRES, who bleffed them with-his abode; and: 
whofe memory ftill warms.our. breafts with: a noble. enthufiafin.. We point out in: 
our pleafed imagination the paths. he trod,. and the places he took moft delight in: 
here,, fay we,. within the fpacious arch of this. cave he penn’d his divine, precepts s. 
on the flope of yonder hill,. or. under the fhade of that ancient cedar,. he repofed. 
himfelf,. and while his-eyelids fthut out the piercing light, his. foul was.open: to the» 
milder influence of Onomaspes.. He held an.intercourfe with the, heavenly bodies; 
from the fummit of this pyramid,.or that mount,. whofe fides. are covered with, 
odorous fhrubs,, that fcarce afford a. perplexed. path to. its top. The very air of: 
this. 
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this country is perfumed and of a purer draught; the fky more ferene and of a 
brighter azure ;. the profpects beautiful and various, fince nature is not only favour- 
able to. us, but has received all the improvement fhe was capable of, without being 
difguifed by art. Immenfe wealth has been beftowed on her cultivation,. yet the 
richnefs. of her dréfs feems to arife from the genius of the place. You are furprized 
at the elegance that appears, yet can fee nothing but what bears a refemblance to 
fomething you have. obferved in rude nature; like a miftrefs of a well ordered family, 
though fhe receives you with the utmoft delicacy and magnificence, it is with that 
eafe, that fhe feems not to be at any trouble, or to have been put out of her ordinary- 


courfe for your entertainment. 


Yet I muft confefs, amidft thefe delightful fcenes,. facred to peace and the contem- 
plation.of everlafting Oromaspzs, I am not without fome anxiety for your fuafety,. 
O CrLeanpbeR,, when I confider your hazardous fituation for the fervice of Perfia, and 
your zeal for that monarch, who outfhines all his predecefiors in juftice, who will 
not fail to reward the fuccefs, which your zeal and penetration promifes to our affairs. 
Your fteady affection. has gained you: much confidence with the great, and your 
perfect knowledge of the language, interefts, and politics of our enemies, no lefs. 
than thofe of Perfia, give great affurance to. your friends, that you fhall one day be 
recalled from your obfcurity to be raifed high in the court of Sufa. Your merit to. 
your country will meet with other recompence than the jealoufy of Greece generally 
affords her benefactors. "Fhe fovereign of the Eaft is too generous to fufpeét rival- 
fhip in his faithful fervants, and will look upon the influence you fhall gain: in. the 
ftates of Greece,, as the greateft teftimony ‘of your fidelity. 


I fometimes reflect om the wortt that can befal you, from the prying difcernment. 
of the people you converfe with, or thofe who are jealous of your credit at the: 
court; but the fagacity of your prince will guard you from your domettic foes; and. 
fhould the popular violence of Athens make itfelf accountable for your death, Afia: 
would pour forth its. numerous troops to revenge fo. bafe an indignity to the fervant 
of Arraxerxes. Perhaps you will think this lofty ftrain proceeds more from the: 
zeal of a. Perfian, than my. true fentiments, fince we have experienced that a numerous 
army,. nay I might fay numerous nations in arms,. have been found unequal to the 
flender but well conducted power of thofe fmailer ftates; our foldiers have been 
diftrefled and fcattered, though equal in. number to all the inhabitants of Greece. 
But may I-not hope, Creanper, that that infinuating evil,, luxury, the parent of all 
our fhame and misfortunes, has at laft found a place amongft our enemies? Has not 
fecurity, the refult of fuccefs, relaxed their fevere morals, and introduced emafcu- 
lating pleafures, to which alone they: are obliged,. for the advantages they gained 
everus? Are not thefe the Grecian refinements we hear fo much of? Does not 
that boafted fuperiority in arts and politenefs (from whence they brand all the world 
with the name of Barbarians): break out into extravagancy of drefs, diet, and deport- 
ment? And has not by this time the unreftrained populace, intoxicated with victory, 
miftaken licentioufnefs for liberty? . Or is it poffible, that a people fo free and fo 
fuccefsful fhould continue upon their guard againft thefe worft of foes? No cer- 
tainly, CLeanper,. the Perfian luxury muft be. part of their acquifitions, which like 
the fatal peltilence, that. occafioned. fuch defolation. in this empire, pafs’d through; 

6. Afiar 
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Afia into Greece, and now preys upon our foes, muft take its laft refidence with 
them; a difeafe more deftructive than the peftilence, and which will baffle the fkill 
of that haughty Coan phyfician, who, had he more lives than ever his art preferved, 
would deferve to forfeit them all in tortures for his infolence to the world’s greateft 
monarch, I need not tell you (what I doubt not is the boaft of every Greek) that 
when he was conjured to pafs over into Afia, by a promife of that friendfhip which 
princes fue for, and to (hare in that wealth which is the tribute of three hundred 
provinces, he anfwered difdainfully, he would not defert his country to ferve a Bar- 
arian. Shame to the kingdom of Cyrus, that his fucceflors, before whom the 
mighty fatraps proflrate themfelves to the earth, and whofe name is awful to half 
mankind, fhould become the fcorn of an ignoble Coan. But the Almighty has 
punifhed him, by transferring that evil on his own country, which he refufed to fup- 
prefs in Perfia; which may teach us, that the worfhippers of ORoMasDEs are not 
forfaken, fince, though he ‘has denied fuccefs to our arms, he has himfelf chaftifed 
the infolence of our foes. 


From Balch in Battria. : ir i 


Lb. Bae Reva 
CLEANDER to ORSAMES. 


] Have been informed of thy rifing character not only from the chamberlain 
iL Blypaspzs, but the common voice of fame ; and am the more confirmed in the 
juft expectations I had conceived of thee, from the late honour of thy letter. The 
wifeft legiflators of Greece have generally made it one of their excellent laws, that 
the young men fhould pay refpect to the fage inftructions of their elders. But 
furely if this maxim may at any time be fet afide, it ought never to be more reverfed 
than in our correfpondence. For when I confider the luftre of thy parts, and the 
reach of thy knowledge, at a time of life, which brings few even to the exercife of 


reafon ; I amufe myfelf with the agreeable thoughts of profiting by thy information; 


far, very far from imagining, that any thing, which falls from CLEANDER, can be > 


of fervice to ORsames. However, as I fhall always be proud to fhew every mark 
of regard to a nobleman of your quality and hopes, I can affure thee, generous 
Jord, that I think myfelf highly honoured by the particular and diftinguifhing proof, 
thou haft granted me, of thy favour. | 


It is with the utmoft fatisfa@tion I obferve, how much thou canft difdain the 
oftentation and luxury of the Perfian nobility ; and rather employeft thyfelf in the 


ufeful purfuits of knowledge, than wandereft in the deftructive paths of intoxicating 
pleafure. To fay the truth, when I refle& on this particular, admire thee for 
anticipating the experience without the infirmity of years, and moderating the fever 
_ of youth without lofing the true fpirit of it. Thou haft made it thy bufinefs, from 
the very earlieft days of thy infancy, to acquaint thyfelf with the religion, laws, 
and conftitution of thy country; and art now travelling through other regions, to 


furvey the temper, cuftoms, and policy of thofe, who differ from us. Thy epiftle - 


from Babylon is fufficient to convince me, thou art well qualified from thy curiofity 
and 


’ 
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and eagernefs, to procure the exatteft intelligence ; from thy judgment and difcre- 
tion, to felect the moft interefting circumftances ; from thy ingenuity and good fenfe,. 
to relate them in the moft accurate manner; from thy prudence and fagacity, to 
draw the beft and moft rational inferences from them all. I am. extremely impa- 
tient to learn a few particulars of that extraordinary people the Egyptians; who. 
inhabit a country, as remarkable for the polity of its laws, the wifdom of its reli- 
gion, and the knowledge of its priefts, as for the trade of its cities, the grandeur 
of its buildings, and the fertility of its foil. When thou entereft into that ftore- 
houfe of wealth and commerce, (for fo it may be termed with juftice) that repofi- 
tory of all facred and profane fcience, thou wilt be wrapt in pleafure and. aftonith- 
ment, at the variety, not to fay profufion, of bleffings, which art and nature have 
poured out, for the fubfiftence,. convenience, and ornament. of that happy. nation. 
A man of thy underftanding will find a fecret delight in tracing out the fteps of the 
great heroes of antiquity; he will be ftudious of fearching into the annals of their 
ttory, and will meet with no fmall entertainment in hearing of the victories and 
military virtue of Sesosrris, or the peaceful arts and government of Osiris. He 
will liften with attention to the philofophical precepts and dark oracles of the prietts ; 
he will inveftigate the long records of lunar years, and unveil the myfterious fyftem 
of aftronomy,, and frame of nature, with much labour and toil. He will vifit their 
public edifices, and the palaces of their kings, with admiration; and behold the 
temples of their gods.with. reverential. regard.. Thofe ftupendous works of antiquity, 
which ftill exift there,-can by no means efcape the prying curiofity of his foul, or 
the careful diligence of. his.enquiries. He will view the pyramids and maufoleums, 
which have been preferved entire through a long courfe of centuries, the wonder of | 
the world, with fpeculations of a moral kind. He will look upon them, as erected 
by the moft powerful princes of the earth for a memorial of their pride to future 
ages, and as intended, rather for an amazing fpectacle to the living, than as places of 
repofe to the dead, He will confider, that the founders.of thofe monuments clofed 
up the laft {cene of their falfe greatnefs in life, by raifing thefe altars to their vanity ; 
and gave in death. an example to mankind. of the extreme littlenefs of mortal arro-- 
gance, by mingling their own duft with fo poor a fhare of that earth, which.once was, 
not fufficient to contain them. 


The next period of thy journey. leads thee into Greece, a: country very different 
from that. of Egypt, both in the qualities of. its clinvate, and the manners of its: 
people.. Inftead of the fplendor and magnificence, which appears. in. the cities of: 
the latter, thou wilt find a general, turn to parfimony-and frugality among the inha- 
bitants of. the former. Inftead of the peace and unanimity, which exifts under a 
monarchical government, the popular frame of: the Grecian.republics is continually 
fhaken by domeftic faction. Athens, through the extent and abundance of her 
trade,, the induftry- and ceconomy of her people, the wifdom.and courage of the 
great men fhe has produced, hath. for many years borne the principal fway, in their- 
counfels. But the ftates of Peloponnefus, fomewhat envious of her authority, have 
at length determined:to deftroy it. A violent peftilence, and a ftrong oppofition to» 
the meafures of Pertcies, their chief advifer in. this. war, are at the fame time 
broke out among the-citizens.. Prricies, with no’ other reftraint on the caprice: 
ef his. countrymen,, than what, his own. difcretion, can. command, withftands the: 

clamourss 
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-damours of party, andthe ftouteft efforts of fedition. However, he cannot hoe 
long ; for T eafily conjecture, from the prefent pofture of affairs, that his enemies 
will never leave him, till they have wrefted the reins of power from his hands. 
But more of this, when 1 fhall enjoy the honour of thy company and converfation 
jn the town of Athens, which is the place of my refidence and bufinels. 


In the mean time give me leave to fay, that I with the improvement thou receivett 
from thy travels, may be equal to thy laudable thirft after knowledge: at leaft I 
now the refult of them will, one day, be applied to the glory and fecurity of our 
fovereion and the Perfian empire. Thus, inftead of meanly depending on the noble 
actions of thy anceftors, as the only metit thou canft boaft, thy reputation will be 
as much fuperior to theirs, as thy virtues are fuperior. By this means thou wilt 
reflect a luftre on the fame of thy fathers ; thou wilt become an honour to thyfelf” 
and family ; an ornament and fervice to thy friends and thy country. Adieu. 


[had almoft forgotten to tell thee, that by the goodnefs of the king I am per- 
mitted to retire to Salamis, during the infection of the plague. 


go Rlep Tee Ree Res: 
CLEANDER to HYDASPES. 


LEVY accounts of the marriage at EcsaTana, and thankfgivine facrifice on the 

: hills of Sufa, were fo kindly and agreeably written, that I fhould appear inex- 
cufably negligent in the cultivation of that friendfhip, which I efteem an honour to 
my character, if I futfered a want of equal materials to plead my excufe for not 
It is ‘needlefs to trouble thee with a long relation of the diftrefs 
of the Athenians, fince, befides the exaét information thou haft already met with, I 
am afraid it would prove a very melancholy return to the pleafing cheerfulnefs of thy 
letters. But if pleafures of a.private nature, in which thy friend 1s concerned, can ~ 
add any thing to the fatisfaction thou receiveft from thofe of a public one, I will 
give thee a defcription of my retirement into Salamis, during the contagion of the 
plague; and the manner in which I employ my leifure hours. My old patron 
Puitemon, through a laudable zeal in the fervice cf his country, refolves to abide 
jn the city, though at the peril of his own life. In the mean while, he has entrufted 
me with the charge of his family, and has fent us to his country-feat in this place, ~ 
which is fituated but a few furlongs from the coaft of Attica. pegt 


aniwering them. 


Salamis is a fmall ifland of about two hundred and twenty ftadia in circumference, 
remarkable for a complete victory gained over the fleet of Xerxes by the condu& 
of Tuemistocies. It contains within that little compafs a moft furprizing variety 
of hills and vales, rocks and plains, rivers and meadows, fruitful fields and fpacious 
lawns. ‘Thefe are diverfified with many beautiful villas, belonging to the principal 
citizens and magiftrates of the town of Athens. Several plantations of fruit and 


foreft trees, all ftrangers to the foil and climate of Perfia, are here cultivated by the 
fkill 
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fill of the careful inhabitant ; and. contribute in a great meafure to the romantic air 
and confufion of the landfcape. On the fummit of a lofty mountain, in the very 
middle of the ifland, you are prefented with the nobleft. and mott extenfive profpect 
in the world. One view to the north, (to fay nothing of the pleafant country lying 
at your feet) commands Megara and Athens, with the fhips in the Pirawean harbour, 
through a confiderable traét of land into the territories of Boeotia.,. Towards the 
fouth, the cities of Argos, Mycene, and Epidaurus rife full. before your eyes, To the 
eat, you are foon {truck with thofe. numerous ifles, called the Cyclades, which appear 
like fo many pointed rocks difperfed over the Aigean. fea;,and to the weit, you 
{urvey the Ifthmus, with the ftately buildings of Corinth. The houfe and gardens 
of my friend are plain and homely, unadorned. with the pride of eaftern magni- 


C 


ficence, and improyed by the Attic elegance of their owner. I Irequently compare 
them with thofe of Alcinous in the Grecian Homer ;. and find the fame fimplicity in 
both, free from the falfe ornament and pomp of luxury. . My time has of late been a 
good deal taken up (when the bufinefs of the king would permit me) in the perufal 
of the Grecian poets and hiftorians. As thy curiofity will perhaps make thee 
defirous of being acquainted with their names and writings, I will fill this difpatch 


with the cleareft account I have been able to obtain of them. 


For this purpofe I fhall begin with thofe, who have done moft honour to the art of 
poetry; fince it was originally the chief vehicle, by which the knowledge of govern- 
ment, religion, or philofophy was conveyed to the dark underftandings of mankind. 
The firft founders of the fabulous theology are uncertain. Linus, Orpueus, and 
Musus are remembered with fome general marks of efteem, even in thefe ages 
of Greece. But their hiftory is too uncertain and fititious to bear a (erious relation. 
We mutt defcend therefore immediately to Homer, who was at once the firft and 
greateft poet of antiquity. The fubject of his admired performance is the fiege of 
Troy, and the adventures of the Grecian heroes, particularly of Uxysses, on their 
returning, after a lone abfence, to their native kingdoms. He is faid to have flou- 
rifhed between two and three hundred years after the deftruction of that potent 
empire; and the Greeks retain fuch an high veneration for his memory, that many 
towns ftill contend for the honour of his birth. Smyrna carries the faireft title of 
them all; in confidence whereof fhe has erected a temple to his name, and the 
people worfhip him with the facred rites of adoration. Conder him in his perfon 
and fortune, he is reprefented as a ftrolling indigent bard. Confider him in the 
qualities of his mind, poffefled of every natural and acquired endowment human 
nature is capable of, it is impoffible to refufe him that reverence and regard, which 
is fo juftly due to the “ father of the Grecian poets.” At the fame time I cannot 
be of their opinion, who afcribe the rife of all military and civil policy, religion 
and learning, to the genius of Homer. It is enough to tranfimit his. praife to the 
lateft pofterity, that the warmth and {pirit of his expreffion is equal to the ftreneth 
and loftinefs of his thought, and the boldnefs of his imagination to the fertility of 
it. To this give me leave to add, that the beauty and contrivance of his fables, 
the mufic and variety of his numbers, and the regular compofition of the whole, 
have raifed the dignity of epic poetry in its infancy, if not at its very birth, to an 
inimitable period of perfection ; infomuch that futurity fhall wonder, without being 


able to arrive at it. Hesrop was a native of Cuma in AEtolia, and removed foon 
after 
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after his birth to Afcra in 
value to thofe of Homer. 


Beeotia. His writings are eftcemed next in antiquity and 
Some have wantonly made them contemporaries, and 


pretend to fay, that Hesrop got the better of Homer in a poetical difpute. But 
this is highly improbable, Gince.it may be confefs’d, without detraéting from his real 
merit, that Hesiop is by no means his equal. Befides, the nature of their talents 1s 
as different, as the ftyle of their poems. The one excels more in fublimity than in 
accuracy : is lefs indebted to art than to nature; more engaged in the tumults of 
war, than the quiet of retirement. ‘The other is rather ftudious of plainnefs than 
fublimity ; lefs fond of ornament, than propriety ; more addiéted to the images of a 
rural life, than the bufy fcenes of a publicone, The fimplicity of his parts, and: , 
the agreeable foftnefs of his difpofition, are evident from his choice of a ftile between 
loftinefs and meannefs, which is well fuited to the undifturbed tranquillity of his 
{tation and temper. His fuccefs in’ this kind of poetry +s fufficient to juttify his 
claim to the fecond rank, without ever placing him in competition with Homer for 
the firft. ‘They tell an odd ftory of him, which fhews’ him to have been a man of 
either humour or caprice. For accidentally. as he one day over-heard a potter at 
his daily labour finging fome of his verfes with an ill accent and cadence, he threw 
himfelf down on the poor man’s brittle property; at which the fellow immediately 
cried out, “ why do you fpoil my work 2” ‘ becaufe, anfwered Hizstop, you fpoik 


‘© mine.” 


Arcaus excelled in a different way both from Homer and Hesrop; but was 
more defirous of acquiring reputation in the capacity of a foldier and’ a patriot, 
than in that of a poet. His pretenfions however to the two former are not fo well 
grounded as his pretenfions to the latter, For as to his military glory, it appears, 

battle between the Athenians and Mytileneans he fled fuddenly from the , 


that in a 
ourably left his fhield in the poffeffion of an enemy. And 


engagement, and difhon 
as to his zeal‘ in the fervice of his country, notwithftanding his violent oppofition 


to the meafures of Pirracus, the prudent tyrant of Mytilene, he was ambitious 
of afpiring to that arbitrary command, which he blamed in the hands of another. 
All his writings are in the lyric ftrain, and compofed, in a very fine meafure 
peculiar to Himfele& He has happily united clofenefs with magnificence, fpirit 


with correctnefs, and:the utmoft ftrength of judgment with the warmth of fancy ; 


and though his mufe is generally employed in matters of love and gallantry, yet 


he always fhews himfelf fit for fabjeéts of a nobler nature. Since I have mentioned 
Arcus, 1 fhould not omit his famous contemporary SappHo, who flourifhed in 
Mytilene about the forty-fourth olympiad, and was a woman of no great beauty, 
but of infinite delicacy and wit ; enough one fhould have thought to atone for her other 
defeets. She difdained' the moft paffionate addtefles of ALC/US; and upon his 
whifpering to her one day,“ that he had fomething to tell her, but was afhamed of 
tu indignation, “ that if he had no réafon to be afhamed 


<¢ it,” ‘fhe anfwered with a J 
« of it, he would not conceal it.” Her ‘cruelty ‘to him i#s the more remarkable, 
fs in leaving her, 


becaufe fhe was much enamoured of one PHAON, whofe unkindne 
as it was the occafion of her fineft performauces, fo it. was the. caufe of her death. 
She hada wonderful vein of ‘afinuation and foftnefs, which, even now, gives her 
“ful fway. over, the rendereft affections of human nature. There 


writings fuch a powel \ 
is fomething fe graceful and unaffeéted in her expreffion and fentiments, fo fmooth 
and 
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and harmonious in her numbers, ‘that the title of ‘ tenth mufe,” beftowed: on: her 


by the common voice of Greece, is no more than a due teftimony of refpect'to the 
merit of her poetry. 


ARCHILOCHUS Was a native of Paros, and held in efteem.as a poet, about the 
fame time with SappHo and Arcaus. He generally paffes among the Greeks for 
the inventor of a peculiar meafure; called Iambic verfe; but a man of learning 
affured me, that there is a piece of Homer’s, named Mareites, {till extant, that 
proves the contrary. His way of writing is {trong and nervous, fhort and pointed, 
witty and fatyrical, but tinétured with fo much gall and malice, that he himfelf 
profefies, “ he could fpare neither friend nor foe.”. They tell a remarkable ftory 
of him, that one, Lycampzs having offered him his daughter in marriage, and 
afterwards refufed to give her, Arcartocuus Jafhed them with fuch rancour and 
feverity, that he and his daughter both hane’d themfelves. 


Some years after liv’d Anacrzon of Teos in Ionia, a man of eafe and pleafure, 
dividing his time betwixt the amufements of wine, love, and poetry. He was fo 
profefled an enemy to care and bufinefs, that when his patron Porycrates of Samos 
made him one day a prefent of five talents, it difturbed his fleep; fo he carried it 
back again the next, and told him, “* that how confiderable foever the fum might 
“be, it was not a reward equal to the trouble of preferving it.” His writings are 
agreeable to the freedom of his behaviour; fo that he draws a very lively picture of 
his own character in the feveral touches of nature, that are to be found in his odes 
and fonnets. We may compare his mufe to his miftrefs; fhe feems airy; loofe, and 
negligent, and is drefs’d up with more art, the more the hides the appearance of it. 
He lived eighty-five years in one continued feries of health and retirement. To 


make his death conformable to his life, he is {aid to have been choak’d with a grape- 
{tone in his wine. 


I fhall not trouble thee with any memoirs of Atcman, Baccuy ines, ‘Ipycus, 
SresicHorus, and Simonipes ; though they excelled each in their different way, 
and the laft of them hath particularly recorded, in verfe, the four fights of Mara- 
THON, THERMOPYLA, SaLamis, and Puataa. But of all thofe, who contributed 
to fupport the grandeur of the lyric mufe, Pinpar muft be mentioned with mott 
regard. His poems were compofed in honour of feveral conquerors, at the Ifthmian, 
Pythian, Nemezean, or Olympic games; and give us a notion of the higheft tranf- 
port and elevation, to which this art can be advanced. His defigns are io vaft, his 


iS 
ftyle fo daring, his thoughts fo ftriking and uncommon, that it requires as much 
attention to read him, as to imitate others. He has often been cenfured as too un- 
bridled and irregular; yet this is not the leaft of his beauties, fince an ode is in- 
tended: more to raife our fancy, than to inform our judgment. It is adapted to the 
fire and majefty of Pinpar; his imagination is on the wing; he cannot ftay for 
words, to exprefs himfelf methodically ; he ufes the boldeft fort of painting; he 
gives us a general likenefs of his hero, without finifhing the features. Thus has he 
triumphed over the labours of art, and extorted.this approbation from mankind, 
that he alone is the “ perfect and -unrival’d mafter of the Grecian Lyre.” The 


Athenians pride themfelves to this day in ‘an aét of uncommon gpenerofity, which 
y 5 65 d ; 


2 they 
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they performed towards this admired poet. | His own countrymen the Thebans 

having fin’d him in a large fum of money, for the particular regard he pays every 

where to Athens in the courfe of his odes, and his neglect of Thebes, that was his 

native city, the people of Athens honourably difcharged the fine, and proved them— 
{elyes not unworthy of the great efteem, which Prnpar had conceived for them. 


I fhould proceed in the next place to the dramatic poetry of Athens, and the 
writers of hiftory: however as to the former, thou wilt forgive me, if I fay nothing 
of it at prefent, fince it really feems fo interwoven with the frame of the Athenian 
conttitution, that an account of it would hardly be fo proper for the perufal of a 
friend, as of a minifter of ftate: and as to the latter, I muft delay the little ma- 
- terials I have collected upon that fubject, to another letter. But } detain thee too 
long from the prefence of thy prince, whofe affection thou haft fecur’d by the duty 
of thy obedience; and whofe bounty, by the zeal of thy fervice. Adieu. 

From Salamis. eee 


{4 HEAR ld BOK 
CLEANDER to SmMERDIs the Mage. 


ELE miferies of the eaftern world, whilft the plague lafted in thofe parts, much 
engaged my attention and my pity; and it feemed, as if the angry gods had 
intended by a variety of evils to extirpate the race of mortals from the earth. But 
fure their hotteft vengeance was referved for thefe devoted regions, and is now in- 
flicted in the moft complicated calamities, that ever have befallen human kind. 
For that hafty and invifible deftroyer, which had ravaged the Perfian empire, begins. 
now to {pread itfelf through thefe parts, at a time when ‘civil difcord infefts the 
Grecian ftates, and depopulates their moft flourithing communities, worfe than ever 
the Barbarian would have done.’ Who fhall defcribe the terrors of the war? the 
ruins and devaftations of many large and fruitful diftricts, which fuffer not more 
from hoftile fury, than from the policy of their own native inhabitants? By them 
are the moft cultivated plains converted into folitary deferts ; while. the bare necef- 
faries, to fupport a lingering life of milery, are depofited in the principal cities only. 
Befides the numberlefs hardfhips, which are undergone at Athens, while the whole 
people of Attica are pent up within the narrow bounds of that fingle metropolis, 
with thefe and many more circumftances of their diftrefs, the . plague, which daily 
increafes, muft, among fuch a fwarm of unhappy families, make a far more terrible 
havock here than it has elfewhere done. Thefe miferies, though I myfelf by leave 
of our moft gracious monarch enjoy a fecurer ftation at Salamis, yet fill my mind 
with that confufion and medley of paffions, as if from a rock I beheld the toffings 
of a tempeftuous ocean, and faw the fhattered barks breaking in pieces amidft the 
mercilefs fhelves and waves. But fay, O moft venerable Smerprs, who in thofe 
fequefter’d fhades facred to everlatting peace, enjoyeft the friendly intercourfe of 
fuperior beings ! O thou, whofe hallowed foul, unruffied by the ftorm of paffions, 
and pure from every guilt, is a manfion for the great OROoMASDES ; OROMASDES, 
whofe calmeft influence raifes there no frantick tranfports; no unnatural €motions : 
fay, 


oe ae ite 
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fay, O thou wife and good! why is Arrmantus permitted to difturb and invert the 
order of ORomaspes’s works? Whether from his influence, that the mind of man 
is fo eafily perverted, and refufes to be under the guidance of thofe principles, which 
alone could direct it aright. Is it, alas! by the inftigations of this evil demon, that 
it turns afide from the paths of virtue, and neglecting the true fcheme of rational 
life, perplexes itfelf with many vain ard painful defires, till it is at length be- 
wildered in an endlefs labyrinth of hurtful purfuits? And is it then, that in confe- 
quence of this depravity fo far owing to his own malignant influences, that the curft 
ARIMANIus is afterwards permitted to exhauft his utmoft malice in punifhing thofe 
by all kind of natural evils, whom he himfelf hath feduced and rendered obnoxious 
to them? Will the good and gracious Orxomaspss fuffer this to be? Teach me, O 
thou holy fage, to folve thefe difficulties ; inftru& me better, if it be lawful, in the 
circumftances of our nature, and fhew me how amidft all thefe intricacies, to main- 
tain the power and juitify the goodnefs of Oromaspes. ~Thefe indeed are {pecula- 
tions, which ill befit me, and to which I have little time to attend in my prefent 
fituation and-employment. But the miferies, which are daily reprefented to. me, 
poffefs my mind with fuch folemn gloom, that I cannot forbear often to indulge the 
anxious wandrings of my own thoughts therein. It is in thofe peaceful manfions, 
where you, O venerable Smeropis, inhabit, that the mind is at liberty to examine 
into thefe abftrufer do&trines; and enlightened by the eternal Oromaspss, may 
reflect upon itfelf the lively image of his beloved emanation, truth. Happy were 
thofe minutes, and I fhall always rank them among the happieft of my whole life, 
which I {pent with you in divine converfation, when I travelled into Ba@tria. How 
tranfported do I call to mind the hours, when I was permitted to mingle among 
the learned crowd, and lay at your feet, while you prefided in the fchools of the 
Magi! But O! how inexpreffible is the remembrance of fome few happy times, 
when with you I wandered in thofe blifsful paths, which heavenly contemplation 
feems before all others to have chofen for her peculiar abodes. It grieves me, 
faithful Smerpis, that any anxiety fhould difcompofe you amidtt thofe delightful 
fcenes, much more any about my fafety. A true zeal for the fervice of the 
Perfian monarch, to whom I am bound in the ftriéeft allegiance from the per- 
fonal regards 1 owe him, has more than any other confideration attach’d me to his 
interefts. Whatever then be ordained my-.fate, I fhall endeavour with the createlt 
compofure to fubmit to it. For that being, whom I have learnt among you to 
adore with a purer worfhip, that immaterial and invifible, call him Oromaspes or 
whatever other name fhall beft exprefs him to us, however clouds and darknefs at 
prefent are about him, or at leaft involve our weaker underftandings, cannot, I am 
perfuaded, but be both powerful, juft, and good; neither will I believe, that he, 
who fincerely feeks to pleafe him by acting virtuoufly, will in the évent of things be 
neglected by him. In the midft of thefe calamities at Athens, the famous Hippo-~ 
CRATES 1s arriv’d there, a man fo eminent for his excellent -{Kil] and fuccefs in phy- 
fick, that the greateft king thought no price too high to purchafe him at; a man, 
whofe upright integrity, undaunted conftancy, and love of the Grecian name endears 
him to the Athenians beyond their ereateft benefactors, as his forementioned excel- 
Jencies raife their efteem and veneration for him, like as if their god APOLLO or 
fiscuLaPius was come down among them. And though it were prefumption almott 


in any thing to differ from thee, (and fure thy zeal for the Perftan glory, and ex- 


6 


creme 
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treme veneration of the great king can never be too much applauded,) yet fay, O 
gentle SMERDIS, can fuch a man deferve fo fevere a cenfure? The refufal is indeed 
aftonifhing ; fuch wealth, fuch power, fuch intereft with the greateft monarch of 
the world, were a bribe almoft for the ftricteft virtue. But Hippocrates can all 
this withftand: amazing obftinacy a Perfian would call it, fince the fubjects of the 
ereat king have learnt to fall before his throne, and proftrate themfelves at his foot- 
{tool as to the fhrine of fome god; and I doubt not but cuftom has fo well re- 
concil’d to them a government, which the Greeks call flavery, that they do this 
with the heartieft veneration for their fovereign; and where fo excellent a prince 
prefides, this may be perhaps the moft perfect form of government. But as the 
* genius’s and cuftoms of countries vary, of *courfe the manners of men mutt differ; 
and a diverfity of circumftances will make that in one inftance laudable, which were 
guite otherwife in another. To be born, educated, and converfe in the free ftates 
of Greece mutt neceflarily form the mind to principles of liberty, and fettle in it 
very oppofite notions of what is great and virtuous, to thofe a Perfian will from his 
education imbibe. It has done fo all along while Greece retain’d its priftine glory ; 
and can there then be a more illuftrious example of Grecian virtue, can the love of 
one’s country be carried higher, or can inflexible honour and unbiafs’d greatnefs of 
foul be fhewn in any inftance that exceeds this? 

From Salamis. ; To3 
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OrsAMeEsS to CLEANDER at Salamis. From Saba in Arabia. 


EAVING Babylon we fell down the king’s river into the Tigris, the cataracts 
in this part of it being lately removed at the reprefentation of fome eminent 
merchants; and were conduéted in one of the royal galleys to the Perfian gulf, and 
Janded upon Arabia the happy at the Portus Itamus, the firft haven beyond the 
mountains, which divide that diftri@ from the fandy deferts. As foon as we came 
into the Sabzan territories, the whole country feem’d one univerfal altar ever breath- 
ing forth fpontaneous incenfe to the heavens. The fweet effluvia are wafted by the 
winds, and fpread a grateful Fragrance for many miles beyond the coafts, And 
even the fhores are covered with caffia and other odoriferous plants, that perfume 
the air with a ftrange variety of healthful and pleafant fcents, 


The rich product of this happy land brought to my mind the fable of Myrrua’s 


transformation, and her deteftable paffion for her father Crnyras. The fictions in- 
deed of a poetical fancy are commonly as arbitrary as the {tories of the vulgar are 
incredible and ridiculous; -and yet many traditionary fables, however wild and im- 
probable they appear, are capable of being traced up to fome very diftant origin of 
truth. And thus, I was not a little furprized being told by a native of this country, 
that there is a people in the fartheft limits of the other Arabia bordering upon Syria, 
whofe defcent is by the moft ancient and Beft warranted records of hiftory, deduced 
from an unnatural mixture of the fame kind; they inhabit upon the river Arnon, 
and their chief city is Areopolis, The country, as we entered it farther and came 
nearer 


—— 
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nearer to Saba, ftill grew more ravifhing, as well to the eye as the other fenfes. 
* We faw in our way feveral wild affes and oftricl hes of a large fizé, though both are 
more common in the deferts beyond the mountains. The firft are exceeding fleet, 
but the way of hunting them is by horfemen placed up and down in different parts 
of the chace ; for the creature, after having run fome time, will ftop and ftand ftill, 
but regains ground again fo faft, that no fingl e horfe can keep up after it. Their 
flefh is efteemed by the luxurious in eating much nicer than that of venifon. The 
oftrich is not to be taken, becaufe when her feet fail her, fhe can ufe her wings to 
efcape. The {pacious plains, that lie between the mountains, are garnifhed with 
the trefheft herbage, and iid out by nature in the moft beautiful earden, where the 
fertile foil teams with aromatic gums and the party-colour’d bloffoms of odoriferous 
fpices. The fides of the mountains ftill exceed the valleys in plenteoufnefs. There 
rife the cleareft {prings, which, after they have run among the hills, fupply refreth- 
ing rivérs to water the plains beneath. The hanging groves of palm-trees on the 
fteepeft declivities fhade the delighted nih ae while the impending rays of am NG 
genial fun ripen the vegetable juices, and amidft the pregnant minerals digeft 

rich feeds of gold. + Saba, the ancient metropolis of this happy land, is pe 
on an ealy afcent: the mountains, that furround it, rife and fall in fhapes the moft 
pleafingly ftriking and romantic, difcovering the fummits of other hills beyond them, 
which are feen in prolpers from the royal town, till the eye is loft in an undiftin- 
guifhed mafs of fainter rifings, blended by their diftance amidft tranfparent clouds. 
IT call it the royal town, for a fort of kingly government ftill fubfifts in itt; nor 
have the Arabians of this diftri€& been ever fubjected to a foreign power, as the 
Arabians in general are rather friends and_allies to the Perfian empire, as they were 
before to the Affyrian, than vaffals and tributaries to either; though upon fome oc- 
cafions they have courted by prefents the favour of our mighty monarchs. ‘The 
riches and grandeur of this place befpeak it to have been the feat of many potent 
princes. The palace, the citadel, ad the ruins of a library, fhew the moit ex- 
penfive ftate of. royal magnificence. The portico’s of their publick buildings are 
overlaid with gold; but the {plendor of fome of their private houfes is incredible. 
A monument is {till fhewn in an ancient temple, where they fay is repofed the facred 
duft of a queen, once the wonder and glory of the Eaft. A queen, whofe genius 
was equal to the higheft things, and her learning and knowledge proportionate to her 
genius. It was her thirft after the endowments of the latter, that induced her to 
travel into the diftant country of eset ith infinite pomp and magnificence, to 
vifit a king renowned for the greatnefs of his wifdom, the riches of his kingdom, and 
the profperity of his reign. She proved him by hard queftions, and difcourfed with 
him-on: fubjects of the moft refined nature. His wifdom, his riches, his profperity, 
exceeded the reports of fame, and wrapt her in the deepeft aftonifhment. Under 
her reign Arabia was a powerful and flourifhing neooe) §; an-epoch of its great- 
nefs more certain than the ancient times they boaft, of their king’s reigning in Ba- 
bylonia before the days of Ninus. She rul ’d with wifdom and equanimity, beloved 


* Xenoph. de Exped. Cyri. Ed, Francof. Lib. prim. p. 256. 

+ Agatharchidis Periplo, p. 63. 
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by her fubjects, and regarded by all as their common parent: her court was acollege 
of learned men, where all were generoufly received, and met with fuitable rewards, 
who made any ufeful improvements in arts and {ciences, or new difcoveries in the 
knowledge of nature. Among other improvements * the Arabians are efteemed 
to be fkilled in augury and foothfaying. Whether there is any certainty in this {cience, 
it belongs not to me to difpute, Our great Cyrus is reported to have paid a religious 
regard to augury. ”Tis-not improbable, that as the warmth and pleafantnefs of the 
climate will allow them to lie out all the year in the fields, with their flocks and 
cattle, which in feveral parts of this country they are great dealers in, they may 
have made more obfervations than others, upon the different flights and motions, the 
various founds and voices of the fowls of the air. My fhort ftay here, in paffing 
through the country, will not permit me to make a ftri¢t enquiry into their religious 


doctrines and ceremonies. + But the chief objects of their worfhip are the fun and 


moon, which they name in their language Urotalt and Alilat; and to Urotalt is daily 
offered frankincenfe and myrrh in his temple at Saba. § They pay likewife a re- 
ligious regard to the fouls of their moft eminent lawgivers and benefactors, upon a 
perfuafion, which has pretty generally prevailed throughout the world, and is a 
principle of the philofophy of the Sabian Magi, that thofe excellent perfons were 
benevolent demons, who from a fuperior happy ftate defcended into mortal bodies, 


and were contented to fubmit to all the inconyeniencies and evils of human life, . 


-for the benefit and advantage of mankind, 


Thy letter, Cuzanper, has juft reached me, in which thou conceiveft too high 


an opinion of my parts and improvements. But however incapable I am of anfwer- 


ing thy expectations, or following thy excellent rules for the direction of my travels, 
I am glad thou encourageft me to unbofom to thee fuch trivial obfervations, as a 
variety of new objects will naturally fuggeft; which to a young traveller, when the 
fancy is heated, and his thoughts diftracted with repeated novelties, is next to the 
pleafure he took in feeing the things themfelves. I rejoice that thou art removed to 
Salamis, and that our excellent monarch has fuch a tender regard for his able and 
faithful minifters. Adieu, . 


L. 
1 ey TD BR Vig ees Ls 
CLEANDER to GOBRYAS. 
Y laft letters, noble fcribe, contained a faithful account of the miferable ftate 


t of Athens, under the afflicting circumftances of a war and peftilence united 
to diftrefs them. The pofture of their affairs, fince I wrote, has received no altera- 


tion, but what encreafes their difcontent, and adds to their misfortunes. Befides the 


* Cicero, de Divin. Lib. 1. c. 42. \ 

+ Herod. Thal. c. 8. Philoftorg. in Phot. Strabo, & Theophraft. 
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continuance of the plague, the operations of this fummer’s campa align were not eh 
in their favour. Perricizs has been forced to raife the fie ege of Epid aurus, and 1 

returned home with his {quadron, after waiting the coafts dot Peloponnefus, eh 
is the only damage their enemies have received trom this expedition. News ts fince 
come, that the fiege of Potidza goes on very lowly, the army before that place 

being much weakened, as we ell by the fallies of the garrifon, as by the plague, 
which a late reinforcement from Athens brought among them. ‘The ‘Peloporinefian 
army did not ftay long in the territories of Attica; for hearing that Pericues was 
ravaging their country, and being apprehe enfive of infection from the plague, they 
retired home, and are now difperfed into their refpective cities. The Lacedemo- 
nians are preparing to invade the ifland Zacynthus. ae party oppolit te to PERICLES 
take advantage of his ill fuccefs at Epidaurus, to incenfe the people again him, 
who expected he would have made: their, domeftic ae vances more tolerable, by 
extending their power and reputation bro ad. Cuson accufes him in every affembly, 


in his infolent and declamat ory. haranegues, as the fole caufe.of the miferies of 


Greece. He charges him with having satoaleeed his country in an expenfive war, 
Cc : ete 1 ee : ae 
purely for his own intereft, and the prefervation of his own authority; and then 


wafting the public treafure in fruitlefs expeditions, and fuffering their enemies to 


infult them at their gates, through cowardice and imprudence in the conduct of 


it. Another piece of flander is { {pres ad about, relating to a decree of the Athenians 
againft Megara, which prohibits all commerce ine yeen the two cities, makes it 
capital for any. native of Megara to be feen in the dominions of Athens, and enjoins 
the generals of the re public, t to make an annual 1 fion of their territories. ‘This 
fevere decree the Lacedzemonia ins demanded to bas ve aetaetide which Perictes ftre- 
nuoufly oppofed, recriminating upon the Megareans for harbouring their revolted 
flaves, and murdering an Athenian herald. However, it is confidently affirmed 
here, that he promoted this affair with no other view, than to revenge an infult put 
upon his miftrefs Aspasra by fome young Megareans, who ftole away two of her 


flaves. Perricxzs and his friends juftify his meafures at large, againft all thefe ac- 


cufations.. ia reprefent, “* that whoever confiders the fituation of. affairs in 


1 Se 


*° Greece, muft be convinced, that the war wanted no incendiary to fet it on foot, 


“<¢ fince it owes its rife to a very natural caufe, the jealoufies of Lacedzemon and Pe- 
“ loponnefus at the grandeur of Mite aie Ban ee ony of the ‘former, as ne 
] 


“* thought it had rifen upon the ruins of theirs; that the At Me had paid more 


m7 reeard even to the literal fenfe of treaties than their ene ni s, who, before the 


dg 


‘< war broke out, FeapIra® then to fatisfy the complaints of ie con a and 
«« Megareans without farther debate; though it was exprefsly ly ftipulated by an article 
“of the laft treaty between the Grecian ftates, that all co ntroverfies thould be re- 
«* ferred to arbitrators, to be determined in an amicable way, before either’ party 


« had recourfe to arms. ‘That pany of the Lacedzemonians demands, thouch not 
«in themfelves unjuft, were yet rendered improper to be cranted, by the imperious 


‘* manner, in which they were urged; and that a tame ahd ready fubmiflion to 

«¢ them wauld have been looked upon as a tacit confeffion, in the Athenians, of 

“© weaknefs and pufillanimity. al They vindicate the management of the war, by lay- 

<¢ ing it down as a clear maxim, that every ftate fhould exert its natural ftreng:l 

‘< carrying one on; and that the At henian fuperiority in a naval force makes 

*« ceffary to form fuch a plan of operations, as is noft fuitable to the fea fervice. 
G fiat 
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¢ That the Peloponnefian ‘nvafion of Attica can never be of long duration, becaufe 
¢ the country furnifhes no fubfiftence for the forces ; and it would be a rafh attempt 
© to befiege fo ftrong and well garrifoned a city as Athens. ‘That in the mean time 
« their coats are expofed, their commerce ruined, and their fquadrons not able to 
© refift thofe of the Athenians.” 


Lal 


n 


Ca 


This is the fum of the charge on one hand, and the defence on the other. Thofe, 
who exert themfelves with mott addrefs, in behalf of Pzricuzs, are his nephew 
ALcIBIADES, a young man of an afpiring difpofition, and his old friend EpHiaLTes 
the orator. Ciron, HiyPERBOLUS, and Totmipes, men of low birth, but. fome 
popular talents, are the great oppofers of his adminiftration. And though I am 
far from thinking it faultlefs, yet. in the prefent difpute, I believe moft argument 
will be found on his fide, and the greateft variety of fcandal, on that of his adver- 
faries. However, things here are in a very fluctuating condition. At prefent the 
people fhew themfelves fo uneafy at the continuance of the plague and the war 
together, that in the laft affembly, ambaffadors were fent to Lacedzmon, to declare 
that they were ready to accept peace on any reafonable conditions. But I hear the 
laft letters from thence, give no hopes of obtaining it. I fhall conclude this difpatch 
with mentioning, that Hippocrates of Cos was ordered, by a late decree, to be 
initiated in the facred myfteries, to be prefented with a crown of gold, to enjoy all 
the privileges of an Athenian citizen, and to be maintained at the public charge for 
the reft of his life. 

Such, potent minifter, are the rewards of virtue amongft the Grecians; fuch the 
incitements to defpife danger in the fervice of their country! A crown, beftowed 
by the free voice of the ftate; a ftatue, erected to their honour; or a mark of refpect, 
fhewn to their pofterity, are fufficient recompences for the moft illuftrious actions, 
and allowed to none but perfons of diftinguifhed merits. Whilft they can attain 
thefe, they defpife the treafures of the Eaft, and account it more honourable to be 
a native of Athens or Sparta, though upon the level with their fellow citizens, than 
a fatrap of Perfia, who has the ineftimable diftinGtion of approaching the fplendid 
throne of the lordof Afia. 

From Salamis. Yr 


L. BAR hE SR yea. 


ARTA PUERNES 0 .CL BAND i gape Comics snase Ly of Nyfa, 
near Ecbatana. 


Should own myfelf unworthy of the correfpondence, you begun laft year in the 

hurry of your firft arrival at Athens, if the difordered: ftate of the province of 

Lydia, which was then added by the king’s goodnefs, to my former government of 
Sardis, did not furnifh me with a fufficient excufe. 


The corruptions and irregularities, which, under the fatrap my predeceffor, had 
crept into the military and civil affairs of the province, as the management of the 
I forces, 
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forces, the revenue, and the judicial proceedings, required not only an €a 


many cafes a fevere correction. I was obliged to remove feveral of 
officers, to punifh others as they deferved; and to prefer thole, who, for th 
ties and integrity, were before neglected and difgrace 1. But as the moft {Tf 


reformation feldom fails of making the promoter of it ur Laas 
made again{ft me at court by the perfons removed, which, at the e: 
re > 1 


their friends, occafioned a particular order to the infpe 
through the provinces of the empire, to examine the c he 
they fhouid make a {trict enquiry into mine, Alter a long. and exaé 
was declared to have acted, not only nt ve impartial ] 


ice, but with the ereateit 


Sats to the honour of the empire, and the the SUIS: > oon afi 
the commifioners had made their report, I rec etter of tha 


tion, figned with the king’s own fignet, befides a rich Median maid 
the royal favour... Thea affairs ae Ly dia being now quiet, anc 
well ordered courfe, I took a journey this fummer to vifit my frie! 
and write to tats from Mecasyzus’s Palac 3 
man entertains his friends with that humanity and po litenels, whic 
him. Hypaspzs, Gospryas, and an APHERNES, the captain of th 
afide, now they are here, the manners of the court, and the for 

offices; .and converfe upon,-the terms of freedom without levity, 


without affected referves. However, eae we may not quite forget 
employments, and think nae transt ia into Poaiie : 


ee A ew (is . tg Stns eaten ng eaterh 
hap pens, that the minifter 1s lummoned to co the fecretary 
1S ] 


the Chamberlain to his ftation in.the palac 
of us attend the king to the chace, which, you knov 


court. At the laft hunting match on. mount orone es, .a fic 


8 
a clofe thicket, and {prung forwards cowards the king, who was in the utmoft 
danger. - ARTYPHIUS, the io M BYzus, ftepped 1 before him, 
and wi ftroke of his j he furious beat Nor 
was nerous lord unmindiu an inftan 
for he his. deliverer with ain, worth 
the n IDS €XP effions j efteem. bye 
more as the fath difgraced for 
now procures re wards to the fon. But the cafe of the fox 
declaring it lawful to ftrike efore the king had 

Re { 


before looked upon as the higheft inftance of difrefpect. 


eir moun 


the tainous country, ma incurfion upon the northe! ‘t 

taken a rich booty, and defeatea the fatrap, who attempted to oppofe their ravages. 
A body of troops. lately at towards ats frontiers, and ArTypHius fet out 
to-day with a ironger detachment, to reinforce them. His late | 19 
thered not alittle his adv ent to be mene al in this expeditior 

a young man o of ere pay fill and valour, it. 1s not ae 

foon reduce thefe Barbarians. I think you will know all th 

have told you, that BAacoRazEs, the eunuch, is made ite 


chamberlain, communicated your laft letter to the company here, whi 


arta oto > an = yf Ann Ar 

great entert< j nment. T he sy aie only con erned, th: at Perfia cannot 

of equal V Aes for an an{wer. Your friends t think fhortly of uling you! alli ‘tance in 
Pe, | Fi | 
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the purchafe of Grecian books and curiofities. Such commiffions will not be the 
leaft troublefome part of your employment. Your repeated acknowledgments for the 
ood offices I did you with the Perfian minifters were quite unneceffary ; it is a fufip 
cient return, that you anfwer their higheft expectations. Farewell. 


is 


Lh Pa BSRe Pays 
Mecaspyzus to CLEANDER: From Ecbatana. 


HOUGH Gorryas has already acquainted thee, with what approbation thy 

accounts of the affairs of Greece are received, and in his laft difpatch had - 
orders to open to thee the plan, on which we determine to proceed, in relation to 
thefe Grecian quarrels, and the reafons on which we formed it; yet 1 by no means 
think myfelf difpenfed from acknowledging thy letters, or expreffing, as well the 
particular fatisfaction they have given me, as the hopes I conceive, that thy paft 
fervices will produce others of {till greater value and importance. ‘The plague, tha 
rages at Athens, makes us a little impatient to know, whether it will produce an 
alteration in their meafures; for affairs in a popular conftitution are always fo 
fluctuating and unfteady, that any prefent inconvenience or misfortune turns the 
courfe of their politics, and even fhakes the foundations of their government. At 
the fame time, though the Athenians have already offered peace, I much queftion, 
whether the Lacedzmonians will accept it, without impofing conditions the moft 
difadvantageous to the commerce and greatnefs of the former; perhaps obliging them 
to leffen the number of their fhips, or give up the protection of the moft ufeful of 
their allies. But if ever the Athenians fubmit to thefe terms, they will lofe the two 
chief fources of their power and wealth, and be reduced to the fame inconfiderable 
ftate, from whence they were raifed, within my memory, by the judgment and valour 
of ‘THEMISTOCLES.: 


' 

Nor-will it be for the interefé of Perfia, that either Lacedzmon or Athens fhould 
obtain the fuperiority over the reft of Greece, or be able to influence their counfels. 
In that cafe, the ruling commonwealth would be always ready. and able to undertake 
fome united enterprize againft Perfia, invade the: fertile provinces of Afia Minor, 
wafte our coafts, encourage the difaffection of our governors, always prepared, 
through fear of punifhment for their oppreffions, to, fhake off their obedience, and 
ere&t the provinces entrufted to their caté into independent principalities. But I 
hope for better things ; that the fpirit of our great Cyrus, which watches over the 
mighty empire he fo glorioufly founded, will preferve the throne of his pofterity 
from fuch infults; that the peace we continue to enjoy, will help us to expel every 
noxious humour or latent venom of fraud, rapine, and corruption, from the various 
parts of our government ; that a ftriét exercife of military difcipline may reftore to 
us thofe hardy troops, which ravaged the empite of the Eaft from the Affyrians, 
and made us mafters of the wealth and pompous ftructures of Aeypt; and that a 
recular and fteady purfuit of well-grounded counfels may enable us to balance the 
divifions of Greece, and preferve fuch an equality of power amoneft its different 
ftates, as to tum. the-{cale effectually whenever we interpofe.. 


‘The: 
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‘The Peloponnefian ambaffadors, with Arisraus of Corinth at their head, are 
already-on their way towards Thrace, where they are ordered to execute a commiffion 
with Sitauczs and from thence repair to the court of our great monarch. We fhall 
not be in hafte to difpatch them, but under pretence of examining the caufes of their 
quarrel with Athens, and the motives they may offer to engage us in their alliance, 
detain them, till we fee,’ whether the Athenians will follow them in apply ying. for 
our affiftance, or till the fortune of the war determines us, which part it 1s ‘moft 
advantageous to Perfia to fupport. In the mean time, continué to enquire, whether 
the Athenians are informed of this embafly, and fend us {peedy advice, Ww hat refolu- 
tions they take upon it, by which it will be very neceffary for us to regul late our 

»behaviour. Our curiofity is not lefs raifed to know, how Pesriczes ftands his ground 
in this difficult fituation. I cannot think they have any one confiderable enough, 
either for abilities or authority, to fucceed him in the chief management of their 
affairs. Be affured, CLrranper, that however thefe fickle republics, “founded in dif- 

cord and mutability, change their favourites, becaufe the fhining luftre of their 
ereat qualities expole them to the malicious ¢fforts of popular envy, the court of 
PerGa follows no fuch maxim; the unjuft cuftom of oftracifm is not yet eftablifhed 
here. ‘Thy merits, far from siving umbrage, fecure to thee the protection of thy 
prince and the efteem of his: minifters ; fice from obftru&tine thy advancement, or 

rendering thee liable to difgrace, are the fureft and moft honourable methods of 
furt hering thy progrefs in the one; and preferving thee from any danger of the 
other. Adieu. 


> 
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tee the GE Roe. 
ORSAMES to CLEANDER. From Thebes in Aigypt. 


FTER we had traverfed Arabia, and feen’in our way the fepulchre of Ifis and 


Ofiris at Nyfa, the pillars of which are infcribed in the facred Aégyptia 
letters, we paffed the Idumzan gulf, and our tour lay ftrait for No-Ammon, This 
is the ancient Thebes of /Egypt, celebrated in the writings of the Grecian Homer. 
The city is in circuit 140 ftadia, but anciently took in a much greater compals ; 
and both for the magnificence of its building: 8, as well as the wealth cont ‘ained 
within its walls, was eres ned not only the moft beautiful an 
but of ae whole world. “From the long records of the 
to have been founded in the earlieft ieee * Tt was take 
pillaged by the Carthaginians, when the ri fing great nefs of their republic began firft 
to annoy the neighbou ing ftates. It was afterw ards ivaeee by the Affyrian, but 
fuffered moft from the madnefs of Camsyszs, when he returned from his #Ethiopian 
expedition.’ It was then, that ancient te mple here, the largeft and richeft of the four, 


fo admirable for its cogent and erat tnefs, was itript of its “gold, ivory, and precious 


ftones. However, the fabrick is left ftanding, and its circuit is 13 ttadia, ats 
cubits the height, with a wall 24 tee: broad. ‘There are about the city innumerable 


* Hane inter exordia pandentis fe late Carthaginis improvifo exercitu duces opprefl fere Paine © 
Ammi, Marcell. 1. 
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coloffus’s and obelifks of one entire ftone; and thefe form, on every fide of this 
famous capital, thofe ftately avenues, which add fo much to its apparent largenefs. 
The many quarries of marble and porphyry, of which the upper Jégypt is full. to 
the fouth, had furnifhed them with materials; nor can we wonder that they found 
hands to raife fuch ftupendous works, when we are told, that the ancient kings of 
Thebes carried their conquelts as far as Scythia, Baétria, and India. The city 
extends for a great length on both fides the Nile; and in ancient times an hundred 
{tables lay along the river, on the Lybian fide, from Thebes to Memphis, each 
of which would contain 200 horfes, which were always ready for the fervice of the 
ftate and the quick difpatches of public couriers ; and many of thefe remain to this 
day very entire. : 

Among the principal- wonders of A®gypt is always ranked the vocal ftatue of 
Memnon, * which is of a {tone called the Bifaltes, of the hardnefs and colour of 
cron. Half of ic from the head to the middle was broke off by CamsByszs; what 
remains is in a fitting pofture, the feet and legs clofed together. The found it utters 
at fun rifing refembles that of the ftrings of a lyre, that is cracked and out of 
tune: the found I am witnefs to, but cannot be fure, whether it came from the 
bafe, or the ftatue, or from any by-ftander. + Near this place are concealed under 
eround the moft venerable remains of /Egyptian antiquity, I mean t the pillars of 
Urrmes. It was with much folicitation and difficulty I gained admittance to the 
place, where they were fhewn, and by a particular favour of the priefts, for which I 
am indebted to Puarnuces, the governor. Within the enclofure of an ancient 
edifice, a repofitory of the facred books and other monuments, you defcend a great 
depth by rough and craggy fteps in the rock; the place feems to have been formerly 
dug into as a quarry. At the bottom a large gap opens before you, through which 
I was conduéted into feveral dark chambers by perplext winding paffages, till at laft 
I difcovered a diftant glimmering light, which direéted me through a long narrow 
avenue, the farther end of which opened into a fpacious cave. ‘The itrange folemnity 
of the place muft ftrike every one, that enters it, with a religious horror ; and is the 
moft proper to work you up into that frame of mind, in which you will receive, 
with the moft awful reverence and affent, whatever the prieft, who attends you, 1s 
pleafed to reveal concerning the wonderful monuments depofited therein. Towards 
the farther end of the cave, or within the inmoft receis of fome prodigious caverns, 
hat run beyond it, you hear, as it were a great way off, a noife refembling the 
diftant roarings of the fea, and fometimes like the fall of waters, dafhing againft 
rocks with great impetuofity. The noife is fuppofed to be fo ftunning and frightful, 
if you approach it, that few, they fay, are inquifitive enough, to fearch far into 


thofe myfterious fportings of nature. It put me in mind of -thofe || caverns of 
the Maoi, under the mountains of my native Perfia, where, by a ftrange reverber- 
=| Otte y > ) 5 


ation of founds in thofe hollow cavities, at firft you hear a confufed murmur, like 


the noife of numerous armies at the onfet of the battle; as you proceed. farther, 


* Phin. t, 97.¢.°7. 


p. 78. Philoftr. 1. 6..c. 3. 
quas vocant ftatua eft refonans. Pauf. Att. p. 78. 
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the noife thickens upon you as in the heat of an engagement; at laft it refembles 


the fhouts and acclamations of a victory. ‘The arrangement of the lamps, in this 
of the vault, probably left in that fafhion, when part of the natural rock was exca- 
vated, and the lamps hang about them from the bottom to the top. Surrounded 


with thefe pillars of lamps are each of thofe venerable columns, whi now to 
fpeak of, infcribed in the hiergglyphical letters with the primzval m of the 
RISME- 


ige as highly reverenced amongft the Adgyptians, as ZOROASTER is with 
us. + To him they afcribe the contrivance of letters, and the firit forming of arti- 
culate founds, and every other invention of chief ufe to human life. They will not 
fettle his antiquity; only told: me, that thefe pillars had outftood the ftrongeft 
fhocks of nature, and remained firm and entire, when an univerfal deluge laid wafte 
and fhatter’d this terraqueous globe. The fame perfon I obferve, they generally 
call Tuorn; or Atuotues. To this Mercury is attributed the famous compu- 
tation of 36,425 years, in which period of time he fuppofed the feveral heavenly 


{ 
UV 


bodies did exactly go through all the relations, which they could have in their 
motions, to one another, and caime round to the fame point, from which all their 
courfes began; and upon thefe pillars, fay the priefts, he has given a perfect demon- 
ftration of it. To thefe their hiftorians have recourfe, for the ancient annals of this 
country. From thefe pillars, and the facred books, they maintain, that all the 
philofophy and learning of the world has been derived. From thefe the ancient 


Orpuius borrowed his celebrated fyftem of the origin of things. ‘To thefe Pyrua- 
Goras and Tuaxes were indebted for thofe difcoveries, which have eftablifhed 
their reputation to all fucceeding ages. It was my good luck to be here at a 
time, when a great facrifice and luftration to the myfterious Hermes, or Mercury, 
was to be folemnized within the bowels of this ftupendous cave, which is done once 
in fifty years; at which time only it is granted, and that through a particular mark 
of favour and courtefy, to fome ftranger of rank and diftinction, to be admitted 
within thefe hallowed caverns.. At other times only the tedious difcipline and pre- 
parations, which Pyruacoras for thirty years underwent, to be initiated into their 
ta 


myfteries, would qualify one to be admitted to thefe facred monuments. 


The city takes its ancient name from the god AmmMun, whom the Greeks call 
Jupiter. He is the fame with SaTugn, or Curonus, the father of Ostr1s. From 
his other names, which are {| THamus and Cuamus, the whole land ftill retains at 
Thebes the name of || Chemia.. He is reprefented with the face of aram; and in 
‘Thebais the killing of that fpecies of animals would be punifhed as a moft heinous 
and capital offence, which may be done but one day in the year, in the feftivals of 
their god; and then a fingle ram is flain, § and his fkin flea’d off to be hung upon 


the ftatue of Ammun; and the image of Hercu.es muft be brought and fet before 


it, becaufe it is faid the god appeared in that manner to Hrrcutus, upon his earneft 


* Or rather Mer-Cheres Trifmegiftus. + Diod. Sic. lib. 1. 
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and preffing inftances to fee him. The carcafe of the ram is afterwards beaten by | 


all that attend at the folemnity, and then buried in one of the facred repofitories. 
*It is a tradition here, that the firft priefteffes of the Libyan oracle of JuprTER 
Ammun, and of the Dodonzan oracle in Greece, were taken away, and fold by the 
Phoenicians into thofe countries out of Thebes. 
I fhall ftay here fome time, from whence I may entertain you with frefh varieties, 


if my report of things is in any fort interefting. Adieu. 
, ‘ L. 


Linitteds. aay: XXXVI. 
CLEANDER to GosprRvyas. From Salamis. 


ae ber my laft difpatch, noble fcribe, the ftate of Athens has continued in a 
|e 


perpetual ferment. The jars and cabals of oppofite factions, the calamities of 


the plague, the weight and charge of the war, a general diflike of the prefent mea- 
fures, and no unanimity in a fteady purfuit of others, have by turns occafioned the 
utmolt perplexity in the counfels, and impatience in the tempers of this people. 


The ambaffadors they had fent to Lacedamon declared at their return, that peace 
could be obtained on no terms, but fuch as were abfolutely difadvantageous and 
unreafonable. When the prefent condition of their affairs was debated in an extra- 
ordinary affembly, Prricies arofe, and with a refolution not to be daunted by the 
clamours of his adverfaties, and a ftrength of argument which they were unable to 
confute, endeavoured to foften the irritated minds of the people, raife their droop- 
ing {pirits, and turn their refentment from himfelf upon the Lacedemonians. He 
reprefented.to them, ‘. that the reafons, which induced them to enter into this war, 
were {till the fame, and received no alteration from the crofs accidents of fortune; 
which it- was impoffible for the moft refined human prudence to forefee or pre- 
“vent. ‘That the misfortunes of particulars ought not to make them negleé the 
common intereft of the whole, which could not be fecured, but by preferving 
their bravery and independence. That whilft they centinued matters of the fea, 
the ravages of their lands, or the lofs of their country feats, were not to be re- 
garded; thefe might eafily be recovered: but if they fuffered their fpirits to fink, 
and defpaired of fuccefs, they would not only be deprived of fuch ornamental 
advantages, but of the moft effential one of all,’in which confifted the very being 
“« of their republic, their liberty. Therefore (concluded he) leave off blaming your 

governors for an event, that feems inflicted by the hand of providence; -fince 
** evils from heaven are to be patiently fubmitted to, thofe from men to be valiantly 

oppofed. Rouze up, Athenians, your ancient refolution and generofity; fend no 

more heralds to the Lacedzzmonians, and fhew yourfelves as well worthy as able 

to maintain your pretenfions of being at the head of Greece.” I have given this 
* Herod Euterp. 54, 55. 

fhort 


. 
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fhort account of Pericres’s fpeech, that the Perfian minifters might have an idea, 
both of the manner of addrefling the people in thefe democratical governments, and 
of that particular force and vivacity, which diftineuifh the eloquence of this great 
ftatefman. He obtained part of what he contended for; the aflembly refolved, that 
no more overtures of peace fhould be made to the allies; but at the fame time, in 
the height of their warmth and violence, deprived him of his command, and - fined 
him 50 talents, upon the motion of Creon and Simmias. Thus Pzricies, who 
has fo long difpofed, almott abfolutely, of the treafures, forces, and honours of 
Athens, is reduced by a fingle vote to the condition of a private citizen; undittin- 
guifhed by any, except his former reputation and eminent abilities, which fpread 
fuch a luftre round him,’ that no artful colouring of his adverfaries can ever deface. 
Nay, perhaps to a philofophic eye he appears greater in his diferace, which he bears 
with temper, than adorned with aij the glory of external erandeur, and dignity. 
The death of feveral of his friends and chief confidents in bufinefs, and the divifions 
occafioned in his family, through’ the extravagance of his fon Xanrippus, add no 
{mall preffure to his misfortunes. % 


As foon as thefe animofities begin to cool, I thall not fail to fend advice, in what 


hands the adminiftration feems moft likely to be lodged; whether in a fet of new 
favourites, or (as feveral imagine) in thofe of the old one. T come now to anfwer 
the particular direétion thou gaveilt me concerning the Peloponnefian embafily, which 
has been fince repeated by Mrcasyzus; and I am forry my information mutt prove 
difacreeable, for the Athenians are now acquainted with the defizn, on which the 
ambaffadors are fent to Srratcrs and our great mafter, and the route they are to 
take. Yefterday the fenate difpatched a courier, with private orders to their 
minifters at the court of SITALCES ; and though the contents of them are not pub- 
lickly known, and kept as fecret as any thine can be in a popular government, [I 
have no room to doubr, that they contain a demand, that the Peloponnefian ambaf. 
fadors fhould’ be put into their hands; in which requeft they expeét to be affifted by 
Sapocus,' the fon of the Thracian prince, who was laft year made a citizen of Athens, 
Aristeus, the chief of the embafly, is particularly aimed at: it appears, that the 
revolt of Potidea, and the troubles in Thrace, ‘are owing to his contrivance. Might 
I prefume to advife the Perfian miniftry, if this letter arrives in time, fome perfon 
of addrefs and fkill in the Thracian manners fhould be fent, on the part of the king, 
to SITALCEs, and endeavour, either by mienaces or bribes, to prevent fo bafe a com- 
pliance. But thou muft receive advice of the iffte of this matter much fooner from 
PuarnaBazus, the governor of the Hellefpont, than from hence. I cannot how- 
ever help expreffing my concern for the fafety of thefe ambaffadors. ‘The Athenians, 
in their prefent head-ftrong ungovernable difpofition, and the warm refentment they 


iP | 


expreis againft the Lacedzemonians, are not likely to pay much regard to their facred 


L 


I fhall take the firft opportunity of removing to Athens, whenever jt can be done 
without danger of infection from the plague. In the mean tine, illufrious fatrap, 
permit me to return my humblett acknowledgments forthe honour of the confidence 
thou repofeft in me; unworthy as I am to partake in the councils of Perfia, I will 

H at 
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at leaft make no ill ufe of -hofe entrufted to. my fecrecy, but punctually obferving 
the orders I receive, and regulating my own conduét by the rules, they prefcribes. 


endeavour to fupply all deficiencies in knowledge and experience, with the zeal and. 
integrity of my fervice. , : P. 


Le cE du ide Bee XXVII. 


CLEANDER to ORsAMES. From Salamis. 


| SUR endeavour, noble fatrap, to equal, if not the agreeable and lively ftile, 
which embellifhes thy letters, at leaft that judicious choice of materials in them,, 
which joins fo artfully ‘nftruétion to ornament; and I imagine, that a fhort furvey. 
of the prefent {tate of Grecian philofophy will not be an unentertaining fpeculation 
to one of thy improved and extenfive curiofity. Befides the general ule of an en- 
quiry, which lays before us a kind of hiftory of human reafon, of the difcoveries it 
is capable of making, che exalted heights to which it can attain, and the. gradual 
and regular fteps, by which it proceeds in the {earch of ufeful truth, I pleafe myfelf 
with thinking, that a particular advantage, with regard to thee, will attend my 
difcuffing this fubject. For as Aigypt may be called the parent foil of {cience, 
from whence the Greek philofophers tranfplanted many doétrines taught in the | 
colleges of the priefts, to cultivate them afterwards in their own {chools ; it is pro- 


quiries into the more myfterious learning of the former, which mult recipro- 
cally throw in light upon fome obfcurities in the conduét and notions of thofe, 
who by their long ftay in egypt received no {mall tinéture of the manners of their 
inftruétors. The Greek philofophy is at prefent divided into two principal fects, 
the Ionic, which was founded by Tuaces the Milefian, and the Italic, which owes 
its rife to PyTHAGoRAS. THALES was born in the 35th olympiad, and is remarkable 
for being the firft Grecian, who taught a regular fyftern of philofophy, and left a 
facceffion of difciples behind him to eftablifh and maintain it. In the earlier part 
of his life he travelled into Aigypt, and during a refidence of feveral years there 
applied himfelf with fuch genius and induftry to the {ciences, under the direction of 
the priefts, that he became able at laft even to inftruct his mafters ; and, it is faid, 
thewed them how to meafure the height of the pyramids. He was afterwards em- 
ployed in the fervice of Croesus, king of Lydia; and contrived to make, the river 
Halys fordable for the army of that prince, by drawing off the water into trenches. 
On his return to Greece, he lived in a learned retirement, dividing his time between 
the culture of his favourite ftudies, geometry and aftronomy, and the inftruction of 
his followers, who held him in the utmoft veneration. He has left feveral moral 
precepts on record; but is moft celebrated for his knowledge of nature. He taught, 
that water was the principle, out of which the fupreme being created all things ; 
that the univerfe is filled with invifible {pirits, who infpect the actions of men; that 
the earth is fituated in the middle of the world, and moves -round its own center. 
He was the firft among the Greeks, who calculated eclipfes of the fun. and moon, 
and made obfervations on the motions of the celeftial bodies. It is owing to him, 


that * 
4 
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that thofe wonderful phenomena, which by the ignorant and fuperftitious are looked 
upon as omens of approaching calamity and tokens of the divine wrath, appear to 
the philofophic eye as the fimple and regular operations of beneficent and various 
nature ; a difcovery, which alone ought to recommend his name to the efteem of 
pofterity. He died in the ninety-fecond year of his age, whilft he was prefent at 
the Olympic games, and AnaxrmanpDer fucceeded him in the Ionic fchool. ‘There 
is little known of this philofopher, except that in fome points he did not adhere 
to the doctrine of his mafter; particularly he held, that there was nothing in the 
univerfe, but an immenfe matter endowed. with an infinite motion; and that in the 
fruitful bofom of the immenfe matter, every thing was produced by an eternal re- 
volution of forms. By eftablifhing this fyftem, he excluded, at leaft tacitly, the 
exiftence of a fupreme intelligent firft caufe. Anaxrmznes, his fucceffor, afcribed 
the origin of all things to the air, and exerted his mechanical {kill in the invention 
of a fun-dial, which was firft fet up at Lacedemon, to the no finall admiration of 
that warlike but unpolifhed people. The fchool of THarzs was tranfported by 
Anaxacorag from Miletus, where till his time it had flourifhed, to Athens, as a 
more confpicuous theatre for his talents to difplay themfelves in. This philofopher 
was of a noble Family in Jonia; but renounced all pretenfions to a fhare in the go- 
vernment of his country, and the inheritance of a confiderable eftate, in order to 
apply himfelf with lefs interruption to the ftudy of wifdom and the fearch of truth. 
Whilft he refided at Athens, he had the honour of reckoning Pericizs amongtt his 
difciples ; and it is generally believed, that the ftatefman owes no {mall part of his 
political, as well as natural knowledge, to the lectures of the fpeculative fage. The 
enemies of the former, unable to ruin his credit with the people, refolved to attack 
him in the perfong of his friends, and accufed Anaxacoras of degrading the fun 
from the number of the gods, by defining it to be a mafs of fiery matter. The 
Athenians, who, by an odd contradiction, exprefs frequently a warm zeal for the 
honour of their deities, when injured, as they imagine, by the philofophers, though 
they fuffer them to be expofed with the low buffoonery of the comic poets, con- 
demned him to death; but he avoided the fentence, by retiring to Lampfacus, 
where he died foon after. His difciples erected two altars to his memory, and de- 
dicated the one to the eternal mind, and the other to truth. 


Awnaxacoras always declared himfelf againft the notion of the world’s being 
formed by chance, and attributed the order and life, which are obfervable in it, to 
the direction of an infinitely wife and powerful mind. He held, that there is no 
vacuum in nature; that every body is divifible in infinitum, and compofed of little 
particles of a fimilar nature, as blood, for inftance, of particles of blood, water of 
particles of water, &@c. But I need not tire thy patience, with enlarging further on 
the lives and tenets of the philofophers of this fect: what I have already faid is fuf- 
ficient to give thee a tolerable idea of them; and thou haft judgment enough to 
perceive, that many of their opinions being only founded on the probable affertions 
of fyftem, inftead of proofs drawn from nature herfelf, muft be left for confirma- 
tion, or rejection, to the. more accurate enquiries of future ages. I fhall only add, 
that the Ionic fchool under Arcueraus, its prefent chief,+has produced a difciple, 
who feems likely to eclipfe the fame, not only of his mafter, but of every philo- 
fopher, who has yet arifen in Greece. His name is Socrates, and he applies ey 
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{elf wholly to the moral part of philofophy, neglecting the natural, as a fcience too 
fanciful and uncertain. JI muft refer thee to another letter, for an account of the 
Italic feé&t, and of Pyruacoras, its great founder, fince this is already {welled to- 
a greater length than I intended it fhould. If I indulge too far the honour thou haft 
cranted me of thy correfpondence, be perfuaded, generous. Orsamss,, that it is not 


owing to any impertinent affectation of informing thee,,or any want of refpect to 


thy quality, but to that early tafte I perceive in thee for ufeful literature, and my 
ardent defire to fhare in that rational plan-of education, which thou haft laid down,, 
of blending the elegant accomplifhments of Grecian arts with the manly feverities of 
the ancient difcipline of Perfia, Adieu. 


Sop 


La els BE ee: XXVITI. 
GoBRYAS tc CrEANDeER. From Ecbatana. 


rYNELE news of Pericres’s removal from public bufinefs gave me no great fur- 

prize. I know how precarious great honours are, and: wonder moft, that he 
has fo long maintained an authority, which the envious great and the lawlefs mul- 
titude have agreed to call tyrannical. The Greeks:continue to an{wer the prayer of 
Xerxes, by difgracing the moft worthy citizens; and I wifh the refentment of 
Perrcies would throw him into the interefts of Perfia, where he would be received. 
with no lefs.honour, than his great predeceflor THEMISTOCLES. 


The king fent to intercede with Srraxcss, that the Peloponnefian ambaffadors 
might proceed to this court; but they were already delivered up to the Athenians, 
at the requeft of his fon Sapocus, who. has requited, by an act of treachery, the: 
honour they did him laft year of making him free of. Athens. He may with here- 
after, that fo trifling a privilege had given place, to the opportunity of doing a 
grateful a€t to the lord of Afia.. 


1 am under no lefs apprehenfion than yourfelf for the lives of thofe men, at a 
time when the ftates are fo exafperated againft each other. It might be well to in- 
finuate, that violent meafures would confirm ARTAXERXES the enemy of Athens,. 
already fufficiently irritated by their conduct. The ambafladors defiened for Perfia.. 
are indeed Peloponnefians, and they may plead'the reafonablenefs of taking all ad- 
vantages of an.enemy; yet prudénce and their misfortunes might teach them, that. 
they have no need of a new and more powerful one. At fuch a juncture, if they: 
had receded a little from their pretenfions, the courtefy would not have been mif- 
placed; for we truft, that it is already in the hands of our monarch to determine the 
fuccefs to either party, and, perhaps to reap the fruit of the war. I with it were: 
poflible, thou couldift for one day put on the character of ambaffador, and_afk. the 
council of Athens, whether they were determined to make Arraxerxss their foe? 
Methinks I’ fee them confounded for an anfwer. Strait a rumour fpreads among the: 
populace, that the Perlian muft be appeafed: they affemble in a tumultuous manner, 
and demand the Peloponnefians of their magiftrates, and fend them honourably. 


attended. 
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attended to the court of ‘Perfia. But I leave it to your difcretion, to ufe fuch means, 
as may feem moft effectual to preferve them. Your diftance from the city gives me 
little profpect of fuccefs.; and I am not fuch an enemy to Perfia, as to think their 
redemption an equivalent for the hazard of your life. Keep your ftation. I fend you 
no command from: the king, of which he requires a. ftricter obfervance,. than that 
you confult your fafety. Farewell, 


F.. 
Siete oR a OL, 


ORSAMES to CLEAN DER, From Thebes: 


AVING. in a former letter mentioned-to thee, Creanper, the hieroglyphical 

infcriptions.of the famed Hermetic pillars in’ this country, I will here endea- 
vour to give thee fome general. idea of the nature and conftruction of this mytftic- 
character. The Aigyptians, ever fince the age of their renowned Hermezs or 
Taautus, have given much, it is faid, into the humour of reprefenting their thoughts 
to each other in a. way of emblem or fenfible imagery; a kind of expreffion, thou 
wilt obferve,- which addreffes itfelf to the eyes, inftead of the hearing, and which 
feems indeed to have this advantage, at firft thought, of the method of fpeaking 
by founds; that whereas words are merely arbitrary fubftitutes of. the ideas they are 
ufed for, the characters of this pi€ture-language have a fort of natural fignificancy 
in them,, an aptnefs of themfelves to convey their particular meaning. The firft 
principles of the art I am {peaking of (which, from being much uféd in the /acra of this 
country, paffes here under the general name of hieroglyphics) are laid in certain ob- 
fervable analogies, relations, or correfpondencies of the particular forms, aétions, or 
qualities of animals, to certain facts in nature, morals, or hiftory. From whence it is eafy 
to infer, that the prime elements, or radical words, if one may call them fo, in this 
emblemiatical language, were, as in all other langyages, not very numerous; and 
that the copioufnefs it. is- now poffefied of, has been the work of time and fucceffive 
improvement :, for a foundation, once eftablifhed in fome few of the fimpler and 
more obvious analogies above hinted at, the fuperftrudture, thou wilt readily con- 
ceive,, would be capable of infinite enlargement, as more nice and critical obferva- 
tions in the kind fhould bring.in new materials for this purpofe. It has doubtlefs 
been with this view, that the AZgyptians have ever been remarkable, for beftow- 
ing. a more than ordinary attention upon the various particularities of their 


country animals. And the fruit of their application this way abundantly fhews itfelf 
in that large fund of fymbols they have in. ufe, for treating almoft every fubject 


one can think of. To fignify, for example, the introduétion of tillage and agri- 
culture: among them by the beneficent Osiris, one of their gods, whom they boaft 
to have reigned in this country, they defcribe an,ox’s head; the animal made ufe’ of 
by him, as it has been ever fince, in ploughing their lands. When they* would:re- 
prefent any perfon witha numerous offspring, they-exhibit the figure of a crocodile; 
an. animal, it feems, remarkable with them for its prolific and fruitful quality. 
Thus again the goat being obferved to be a more than ordinary falacious and wanton 
animal, is for this reafon made the Aigyptian emblem of animal generation at.large;. 

as: 
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as is the hawk andthe ferpent, of the vital principle in animal ‘bodies, from their 
being themfelves fuppofed to partake, in an eminent degree, of that ether or fpirit, 
in which itis imagined life confifts. ‘When they’ would exprefs the moon, they do 
it under the figure of an’ape, which they obferve, to have a kind of fympathy with 
this divine luminary ; ‘inafmuch as, at the time of new moon, the males of this 
fpecies become blind, refufe their ufual food, and fhew evident tokens of forrow for 
the'then total difappearance of the moon’s light; the females, at the fame feafon, 
befides what happens to them in common with the males, fuffering, ’tis remarked, a 
periodical infirmity of their own. The fame animal is moreover the A2gyptian mark 
of the two zquinoxes; it being found at each of thefe to have a regular difcharge 
of urine once every hour, during the whole four-and-twenty. It were endlefs to 
enlarge upon this article, CLEANDER ; ‘and therets the lefs reafon for it, as the par- 
ticulars I have already mentioned may fuffice to anfwer my intention in this letter. 
I think it not improbable, that the want of a regular alphabet firft introduced this 
hieroglyphical language into Aigypt. But the priefthood here, who lofe no oppor- 
tunity to give the world ‘an advantageous idea of their own order, have fince found 
it extremely ufeful, in eftablifhing that high reputation they are in for wifdom of 
every kind; inafmuch as, being perfect mafters’ of human nature, they have not 
failed to praétife upon that prevailing foible of it, the thinking fecrecy a fure token 
of importance, by contriving this, amongft other methods, to perplex the avenues 
to that knowledge they are poffeffed of, in order to raife the idea, and inhance the 
credit of it. Adieu. 


O. 


Deki Piclcka Rint RX 
HypasPeEes to 'CLrlEeEANDER. 


HE court, which of late years has paffed its winters at Sufa, is now removed 

to fpend this at Babylon ; and though the pleafure of feeing fo celebrated a 

city, and enjoying the fpacious and well-cultivated country, which lies round it, may 
have induced the king to change, for a time, the ufual feat of his refidence, yet I 
believe policy has fome part'in the refolution. For.as Babylon was once the metro- 
polis of a powerful empire, where the court of the Affyrian monarchs was con- 
ftantly held, it is not without relutance, that the inhabitants fubmit to a foreign 
yoke; and from being always honoured with the prefence of kings, and graced with 
privileges, are now burdened with taxes for the fupport of their conquerors, and ruled 
by governors. Our monarch has rendered himfelf very acceptable here, by remitting 
part of the tribute, which this province paid to his predeceffors, and receiving the 
fatraps of the country, who came upon his arrival to proftrate themfelves at his feet, 
with the utmoft affability. He has been willing, that they fhould partake of all the 
diverfions of his court, and difmiffes none, whofe merits are confpicuous, without fome 
mark of diftinétion. Is not a prince worthy to poffefs the empire of the Eaft, who 
like him exerts his abfolute power for the good of his fubjeCts ; who travels through 
the different parts of his dominions, not merely to difplay the magnificence of his 
court, or to take a view of the outward face of the country, but to redrefs the com- 
plaints 
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plaints of his people, to attach. to his intereft: by perfonal favours .thofe, whom, duty 
has already fubjected to his authority, and to learn ,to,know and reward merit, not 
by the recommendation of his minifters, but by his own. obfervation? But I muft 
break off this moralizing difcourfe, which fo little befits a courtier; and to afford 
thee materials for thy amufement as well as reflection, fhall relate. a furprizing 
adventure; which happened a few days ago at the palace. Thou muft have heard, 
that Arrasazus, the governor of Babylon, was lieutenant to Marponrvus at the 
battle of Platea, and afterwards put himfelf at the head.of the Perfian forces, who 
remained, and brought them back to Afia, after a laborious and hazardous march. 
In the hurry of this confufed retreat, his wife, who followed him in the expedition, 
died of fatigue and grief; and his daughter, then an infant, was carried off by a 
party of Greeks, who beat up one of his quarters in the night, and was never fince 
heard of. In an entertainment lately, performed at the palace, a new dance was 
introduced, in, which a, beautiful flave of the queen’s, diftinguifhed herfelf:to the 
admiration of every body, and put feveral upon enquiring who fhe was. She had 
been bought two days before of a merchant of Cyprus, then. at Babylon, who faid 
fhe was fold to him by an Athenian foldier, who took her prifoner from the Perfians, 
not long after the a¢tion at Platea. This being told Arrasazus, he fent for the 
merchant, and upon comparing his account, with other circumftances of this unfor- 
tunate accident, which he recollected himfelf; upon feeing the rich ornaments which 
were taken with her, and found to be thofe, with which the infant was adorn’d at 
the very time of her being loft; and upon examining the whole affair, the young 
flave was difcovered to be the daughter of Arrasazus, fent him, as it were provi- 
dentially, for the joy and fupport of his declining years, and to crown the fuccefs, 


which had generally attended him in public, with.this laft inftance of domettic 
felicity. ‘ 


The fatisfaétion arifing from this happy event has been heightened by the victory, 
which Arrypuius has gained over the Cadufians. That hardy people, having taken 
a rich booty, were attacked in their retreat, and»wholly routed. ARTypHius pur- 
fued his advantage, marched his army into their country, and forced them to fub- 
mit to a tribute, and to deliver up hoftages, He is now upon his return, and 
highly commended for the conduct and valour he has fhewn in this expedition. 
The troops, which accompanied him, were fome of the veterans, who had fought 
under Mecasyzus in Agypt. An ambaffador is going to the king of the Scythians, 
to demand fatisfaction for the ravages that nation have committed on our. frontier 
provinces ; and foon after him Darius, the king’s third fon, will fet out for the 
government of Hyrcania, which is lately beftowed on him. ‘The revolution occa- 
fioned in the Athenian. affairs by. the removal of Pericies, adds much to the 
curiofity, with which we liften after Grecian news. It is thought furprizing, that 
no action of importance either by fea or land has yet happened, though the war 
has now lafted near two years. Notwithftanding Srrauces has delivered up the 


Peloponnefian embaffadors, an agent from Lacedamon, it is faid, will fhortly arrive 
here. 


I tranfmit to thee by this meffenger 5000 darics, which Mecasyzus defires thou 
wouldft lay out for him in Grecian:curiofities. If thou couldft procure him any fine 
pieces 
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pieces of fculpture, wrought by the hand of Puipras, or fome pictures finifhed | 


by the pencil of Zeuxts, it would be highly acceptable. When thou haft made thefe 
purchafes, thou mayft convey them ‘to thy brother at Ephefus, who has it in charge 
to fend them to him. Farewell. 


_ From Babylon. _ ae 


L E:T TE Re XXXL 


CLEANDER to GoBpRYAS. From Salamis. 


Cee expectations, noble fcribe, that the lives of the ambaffadors would be | 


endangered, have prov’d too well grounded; and it gives me uneafinefs even 
to relate an ation, which the Athenians have fhewn no regret in committing.’ The 
Peloponnefian ambaffadors were thrown into prifon immediately upon their arrival, 
and a few days after put to death by a decree of the people, and their bodies caft 


into pits without the rites of burial; neither could the privileges of their character » 


preferve them from the cruelty of the one, nor the common ties of humanity fecure 
to them the decent ceremony of the other. As an additional circumftance of hard- 
fhip I am told, that though they earneitly defired to be heard before fentence was 
paffed, they could not obtain a requeft, never known to be denied to the ereateft 
criminals, The Athenians plead in their own excufe, that they only retaliate upon 
the Lacedzmonians, who aéted in the fame barbarous manner, with regard to fome 
merchants of Athens, whofe veffels they feized, trading upon the coaft of Pelo- 
ponnefus. But this will not, in any degree, juftify a violation of the facred rights of 
public minifters; and I rather take their refentment again{ft the Lacedamonians, 
for their late refufal of peace, their hatred of Aristeus, for the fhare he had in 
the revolt of their towns in Thrace, and perhaps the inftigations of thofe, who 
defire a continuance of the war, ‘to be the true caufes of fo extraordinary a pro- 
eceding. However, I cannot help obferving, that whilft both parties exprefs their 
enmity to each other, not by fair hoftilities, or honourable contentions for the prize 
of national bravery, but by throwing off the principles of humanity, and committing 
acts of cruelty againft thofe, who are unable to defend themfelves; the name of 
Barbarians, with which they have injurioufly branded the reft of mankind, may 
with much more propriety be retorted on themfelves. It was impoflible for me, 
who have no public charaéter, to have ufed any intereft in favour of thefe miferable 
men; I fhould have expofed my own life to the fufpicions of the populace, ‘with 
whom in their prefent rage, or rather madnefs, no perfuafions drawn either from 


Co 


intereft or compaffion, would have any weight. 


The fpirits of this people are much elated with the news lately arrived of the 
furrender of .Potidea, which has held out ‘two years, and is now given up to the 
Athenian generals, on conditions very favourable to the inhabitants, who are per- 
mitted to retire with part of their effects to Chalcis. The Athenians blame their 
generals for granting thefe terms ; and maintain, that'want of provifions,: and failure 
of relief, would have forced the place to furrender at difcretion. “But they certainly 

acted 
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acted with judgment; for the army had fuffered much, by lying in the field during 
the inclemencies of a Thracian winter, and the expences of the fiege amounted 
already to 2000 talents. . 


The plague, I hear, daily decreafes at Athens, which will give me an opportunity 
of removing my ftation, and making enquiries myfelf on the fcene of action, inftead 
of hearkening to the reports of others at a diftance from it. I fhall there enquire 
further into the truth of an intelligence I lately received, that the difpofitions of the 
people are very favourable towards PERictes ; and that his friends are in great hopes, 
he will fhortly recover his former authority, which confidering the fudden revolutions 
of popular governments, and the fuperior talents of Prricizs, would not much 
furprize me. May the mighty Oromaspss, potent lord, preferve the throne of 
Cyrus from the rude attacks of an unreftrained multitude, the want of able fup- 
porters, and the union of the Greeks. 

Py 


i E:T. TE, Ro SXXI: 
OrsAMEs to CLEANDER. From Thebes in Aégypt. 


FTER the account, which my laft letter gave thee, CLEANDER, of the nature 

and genius of the Aigyptian hieroglyphics, I would in this proceed to con- 

fider them in a very remarkable confequence, they have had in the religious ceconomy 
of this country ; the worfhip, 1 mean, which thou haft fo often heard, is every 
where paid in it, to fome or other of its home-bred animals. This is indeed fo 
ftriking an ‘article among the many national peculiarities of this people, that it 
would be an unpardonable want of curiofity in a foreigner, not to enquire a little 
into the reafons upon which it is founded; and the {tate of the cafe I take in few 
words to be this: that the feveral animals now worfhipped in Aégypt, having been 
at firft applied as parts of a religious language, in the way of emblem already defcribed 
to thee, to exprefs the natures, and attributes of Aigyptian gods, have by ‘time 
acquired fuch a degree of facrednefs, as to be themfelves added to the number of 
them. The temples here, of which there are great numbers, are all of them fur- 
nifhed with fome animal reprefentation; and the ftriking magnificence of their out- 
fide ftructure forms, I have often thought, a good ridiculous contraft to the con- 
temptible meannefs of the: facred inhabitant within; which is, perhaps, a cat, an 
ape, or an ibis, the appropriated divinity of the particular pile. The regard paid 
by the AZgyptians to the feveral fpecies of animals, whofe figures conftitute this 
fyftem of religious emblemry, is really incredible but to an eye-witnefs of it. They 
have their guardians or attendants appointed them by public authority, who are to 
provide them their diet and other accommodations ; an office not efteemed unworthy 
perfons of confiderable rank, and which, as it is conducted, is in itfelf a matter of 
no fimall expence, as well as delicacy. ‘The executors of this truft are diftinguifhed 
by certain infignia proper to their order; and in confequence hereof are entitled to 
very particular marks of refpect and reverence from all, who either with defign, .or 
by accident, come in their way. In fome inftances, I am told, to have killed one 
I of 
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of the’ confecrated animals, though ever fo much by hazard, is capital without - 


remiffion ; and as often as they die of themfelves, either by ficknefs, or old age, the 
whole provifion, which is lodged in the houfe, where the death happens, is rendered 
unlawful to be made ufe of, and the funeral is performed with much ceremony, and 
attended with as great appearances of forrow, as we fhould beftow upon that of our 
neareft kindred, or moft indeared friends. After what I have obferved to thee, 
CLEANDER, of the politic vanity of the priefthood in this country, thou wilt not 
wonder, if fome of thefe confecrations are built upon reafons fo abftrufe and recon- 
dite, as, however they may afford fome kind of apology for this practice to the 
learned, can, I am fure, adminifter none to the vulgar, as lying much out of the 
reach of common apprehenfion. And to fay the truth to thee, [befides that, as a 
Perfian, I have no great opinion of temples in general, which, whilft they give a 
{plendor and majefty to the outfide face of religion, feem to me calculated to fully 
the inward purity of it, as fuggefting too confined an idea of the powers and pre- 
fence of the gods;] I have ftill a much greater difficulty with myfelf to conceive, 
amid all thofe refined pretences, which are here offered for this emblem worfhip, 


that the figure of a cat, or an ape, can be, in any regards, a fit reprefentative of 


thofe adorable and moft excellent natures, when, in the judgment of our wife and. 
venerable Magi, not even the human form itfelf is allowed to be fuch. Adieu. 


LE WT. T- E Reid XI. 


CLEANDER to GoBRYAS. 
T is with pleafure that I inform thee, noble fatrap, of my return to Athens, where 
the plague is almoft entirely ceafed, though the ravages it has made, the defola- 
tion it has caufed in the moft confiderable families, and the weak and difpirited 
turn, it has given to the affairs of this ftate in general, will be felt long after all 
fymptoms of infection have difappeared. 


~ A’very extraordinary event juft preceded my arrival, the reftoration of PeRicies 
to his former authority. Shall I fay, the people have fhewn their good fenfe, or 
their folly, by their conduét with regard to him ? the one in placing him at the 
helm, when conjunétures of difficulty and diftrefs require a minifter of experience and 
abilities, the other, by permitting their natural ficklenefs to appear fo ftrongly by 


fuch a total change of their fentiments, as now to reverence him as their protector™ 


and leader, whom, but a few months ago, they. gave up with ignominy to the accu- 
fations of his enemies, and thought guilty of the higheft mifdemeanors. 


Pericies appeared wholly engaged in the domeftic concerns of a private life, and. 


was in the height of his grief for the lofs of Paratus, the laft of his legitimate 


children, when they invited him to accept his former office of general. ALCIBIADES,, 


and his other friends, whofe intrigues contributed not a little to this fudden revolu- 
tion, perfuaded him to come abroad, and fhew himfelf to the people. They 


received him with great marks of affection and efteem, and at their requeft he has. 


refumed: 
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refumed the adminiftration of their affairs. » His power is already fo firmly efta- 
blifhed, that he has procured the abrogation of a law he was himfelf the author of, 
which.enated, that none were to be deemed citizens of Athens, but thofe, whofe 
father and mother were both Athenians. At the time it paffed, five thoufand Athe- 
nians loft their liberty for want of the qualification, which it required, and were 
fold for flaves. he only intentof its prefent repeal is, that he may be allowed to 
enroll his natural fon in the regifter of his tribe by his own name. Thus has 
Pericies triumphed over the fhort-lived infults of his enemies; and not only fixed 
the natural inconftancy of the Athenians in his favour, but even rifen from his fall 
with redoubled vigor ; a circumftance in which, either through his,fuperior fortune 


. . . 7. . i) 
or fuperior addrefs, he is yet unrivalled by the greateft of his predeceffors, who have 


conducted the counfels of this republic. Thou mayeft eafily imagine, potent mini- 
fter, that_my defire to ufe every method that could poffibly promote ‘the fervice of 
ARTAXERXES, and a curiofity. very natural in fuch cafes to be known to fo eminent 
a perfon, would induce me to omit no opportunity of being introduced to PEric.#s. 
My patron and friend Paitemon, who from_his long experience in bufinefs, and his 
fingular humanity, has acquired the veneration and love of the whole city, and 
particularly of Psricies, though he has fometimes oppofed his meafures, has done 
me that kind office. I was prefented to him as a native of Ephefus, who having 
travelled over great part of the Eaft, and acquir’d fome knowledge of its cuftoms 

and policies, and fome tafte alfo for Grecian literature, was defirous to fpend the 
remainder of my life under the mild and juft government of Athens. Pericres 
received me with his ufual affability ; and afked me whether I exercifed any employ- 
ment here: I told him (what I always anfwer to fuch a queftion) that my brother, 
who was a merchant of Ephefus, and had great correfpondence at Athens, trani- 
acted much of his bufinefs through my hands, but that the chief reafon of my fettling 
in this place, was to enjoy the happinefs of obeying the excellent laws of fo wife a 
ftate, and to converfe with the inhabitants of ‘a city, the moft famed in Greece for 
learning and OGRE Ee He feemed pleafed with my anfwer, and enquired into feveral 
particulars relating to the manners of Afia, the ftrength and riches of Perfia, and the 
charaéters of the minifters of the fublime court. I found him no ftranger to the 

fhining qualities of our monarch, or the great talents of Mrcasyzus, ne thyfelf. 
I am not without hopes, that my being admitted into the acquaintance of (PERICL ES 
may furnifh me with opportunities of acquiring a {till further knowledge of his cha- 
racter, defigns, and the maxims of his politics. Preparations are going on here_for 
the next year’s campaign ; twenty galleys are ready to fail to Naupactus, which is a 
port very advantageoufly fituated for interrupting the Corinthian navigation, and 
obferving the motions of their feet. The admiral, whofe name is Prue is in 
fuch repute for his valor and conduct, that the public chofe to pay his debts out of 
the treafury, rather than be deprived of his fervice. And here it may’ not be 
improper to lay before thee a fhort account of the method ufed at Athens in fetting 
forth their naval equipments, It is omnes particular, and will give thee an 
idea of the military regulations of this people, as thou haft already had of their 
civil. ‘The expences of thefe preparations are not laid upon the people in general, 
but difcharged by a clafs of the richeft citizens, taken out of every foe: “Sixteen 
are allotted to it out each trirem. Any a who is elected trierarch or com- 
“mander of a galley, is obliged to accept the office, unlefs he can produce another 
2 citizen 
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citizen richer than himfelf. The informer mutt likewife propofe to change eftates . 
with the other, who is forced to accept the propofal under the penalty of fitting 
out the galley himfelf. Thou mayeft eafily imagine, that this law, (to which the 
poorer fort, who are always the bulk of a nation, are ftrongly attached) gives occa~ 
fion to frequent contefts, delays, and evafions; and before they can be accommo- 
dated, the feafon for action is fometimes loft. Far different are the awful mandates 
of the great king, which are no fooner defigned, than executed with the utmoft 
vigour. They are fwift and irrefiftible, like the piercing lightening fhot from the 
hand of OromaspEs: Afia trembles at them, and confeffes its lawful fovereign. 
From Athens. : P. 


LETTER XXXIV. 
CLEANDER to OTANES. 


HORTLY after my arrival and fettlement in this city, I gave thee, potent lord,. 
an account of its extent and magnificence in general. Having fince had oppot-. 


tunity of furveying its parts more exactly, I proceed now to give thee a fuller 


and more particular defcription of them; and in doing this I fhall chufe to begin, 
where a ftranger moft naturally would, at the place of his landing, the port. “This 
indeed confifts of two parts, the Pirzeus and Phalerus, which together are the great 
emporium of trade, and the magazine of all their naval ftores. Not that even 
thefe are without their ornaments, for in this we meet with the feveral temples of Ju- 
piTer, Minerva, and Cerss, and altars to the uNKNOowN Gops, a remarkable inftance 
of the great fuperftition, and, at the fame time, the little foundation there is for it 
among this people. In the other, befides feveral temples, there is a very neat , 
portico, in which is a picture of THemistocies, by whofe advice this port was con- 
verted from a court of judicature to what it naw is, and near to it his fepulchre alfo; 
his citizens being willing to allow him a place among them when dead, which they: 
refufed him while alive, though whether he is really interr’d here or no, is very’ 
uncertain. In the paffage from hence towards the city are one or two porticos,. 
though of no great name, till you come to the Ceramicus, a quarter fo called from a 
hero of that name, as fome fay, though others give it a much lefs noble derivation 3, 
and in this are an infinite number of temples, theatres, porticos, and ftatues. Of 
the temples, the moft remarkable is that facred to JuprreR THE DELIVERER, and. 
built upon the expulfion of the Perfians ; and clofe by it is a noble portico, in which 
are painted the twelve fuperior deities, as they are called here, and a figure of 
Tuuszus, together with a reprefentation of that form of government, which pre- 
vails here, viz. democracy, confifting of a number of fmaller figures fo difpofed,. 
as to form one uniform body, adorned with a crown and other enfigns of authority.. 
Near this a very fine ftatue of ApoLto ALExrkakos is juft now erecting, as a token 
of their gratitude to’him, for having freed them from the late terrible peftilence. 
At fome diftance from hence is the court, where the great council of five hundred. 
affemble, which is very properly adorned with the reprefentation of JuPITER THE 
COUNSELLOR ; and on one hand of this, another figure of the colleétive body of the 
people, on the other, the venerable portraits of Draco, SoLon, and their legiflators, 
than 
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than which nothing can be more auguift, efpecially, as they are finifhed by the mafterly 
hand of Timantuus. Near this is a vaft colleétion of ftatues, fome of their gods, 
others of their old kings and heroes ; and yet numerous as they are, they aver, that 
they are now far fhort of what they were, before the facking of the city by Xzrxzs, 
who deftroyed or carried away moft of the beft. It is in this quarter, that one of the 
greateit curiofities in the city is found, namely a copious {pring of frefh water, which 
is the only one in it; and clofe by it is atemple, dedicated to the Elufinian Ceres, 
too facred to be approached by any, but thofe, who have been initiated into her 
venerable myfteries ; fo I can give no account of what ft contains. Before it ftands 
an ox very finely carved, and the ftatue of a man‘called Epimenipzs, whom they 
report to have flept forty years together in ‘a cave, and at the end of that term to 
have appeared, to the infinite amazement of himfelf as well as friends. Near it 
is a ftatue of the heavenly Venus done by Purpias, in fo exquifite a manner and 
tafte, that it may ferve to convince pofterity of the happy genius of this great 
matter, and be an inimitable {pecimen of the productions and workmanfhip of this 
age. 


fA little above the Ceramicus is the famous portico called Peecile, from the variety 
of admirable paintings, with which it is adorned. It is here, that fome of the 
greateft mafters in this art have employed all their fkill, the fubjets, as well as the 
finifhing of them, having given a fine opportunity of fhewing the extent of it. In 
the middle, is the battle of THeseus with the Amazons; on one fide the burning of 
Troy, with the portraits of their chief leaders in’ that famous expedition, and on 
the other, a large and full reprefentation of the battle of Marathon, fo fatal to the 
Perfian power, and fo glorious to this city. In this thou wilt imagine, the painter 
would omit no circumftance of doing honour to his country, or difcredit to ours : 
the rout of our monarch’s troops is too well and too livelily exprefs’d, not to 
raife the utmoft concern and indignation in the faithful CLeanpeEr’s. breaft; and 
though I am tempted by the finenefs of the performance to fpeak of it more fully, as 
well as I was to furvey it more clofely, yet I forbear to dwell upom a fubjeé, that 
mutt be equally difagreeable to us both. Before it ftands a group of ftatues of their 
chief leaders and’ lawgivers ; among whom Soton, as he deferves, is in a. more 
eminent and diftinguifhed place; and at a little diftance, my old friend Purtemon 
pointed to an altar, which he faid was the only.one in all Greece dedicated. to 
Compaffion; infinuating, like a.true Athenian, the peculiar humanity, on which 


they fo much value themfelves. Near this (befides the famous temple of THeEseus,, 


Castor, &¢. which I mentioned in my laft) is the court called Prytaneum, where 
the original laws of Sotow are depofited, and kept with the utmoft care; and a 
temple fo ancient, as to boaft of Deucation, the great reftorer of mankind,. as they 
fay, after a deluge, for its founder. Not far from hence is a part of the city called 
the gardens ; ‘and'a ftreet named the Tripods, where are two fine temples, one of 
Baccuus, the other of Aiscunapius, both remarkable for feveral exquifite paintings, 
reprefenting the extraordinary actions of the one, and cures of the other, From hence 
lies the afcent, by marble fteps, to the citadel or upper city, of which and the 
famous Parthenion in it I gave fome defcription in my former letter ; and to give 
minute and full one would exceed the limits of this; The great number of tem; 
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and the ftill greater of ftatues and pidtures,, are not to be conceived: thole of 
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Minerva, as being the guardian and protectrefs of the city, ftrike the eye in every 


part of it, but here in a particular manner. Here the conteft between her and 
Neptune is fet forth in more than one place; and it is here, that a ftatue of her 
“a brafs formed out of the fpoils taken at Marathon is placed, of fo ftupendous a 
fize, as to be a mark for fhips failing at a great diftance. Befide thefe appropriated. 
to the gods and heroes, I fhould inform thee, that there are feveral other public 
buildings, defigned for places of exercife and entertainment. Their theatres in par- 
ticular grow daily more and more fplendid, and their gymnafia are built with, fo 


miuch grandeur and magnificence, as to appear almoft like towns. And a little way 


from the city is another Ceramicus, defigned and fet apart for the burying place of 
all thofe, who have done fervice to their country by their lives, or honour to it-by 
their deaths; near which is an enclofure and plantation called the Academy, to which 
the philofophers and men of letters (here a large tribe) daily refort, and entertain 
themfelves or their-difciples with difquifitions and debates upon all points of fcience. 
In a word, it were endlefs to recite all the {truétures and curiofities, with which this 
city abounds; and yet amidft all this pomp, and among the infinite number of 
buildings, it may {eem wonderful, that there are none, but what are in honour to 
their gods and benefactors, or for public ufe. They are as frugal in what are de- 
figned for their own fervice, as they are expenfive in thefe. They build for the 


credit of public, not for private luxury; and if immortal natures could receive any | 


fatisfaction from the beauty and grandeur of the ftructures dedicated to them, Athens 
would be no lefs the habitation of the gods, than they boaft it to be of humanity 
and politenefs, Adieu. 

R. it: 


LET TER  XXXV. 


CLEANDER to MEGABYZUS. 
if Have made it my bufinefs, fage lord, to enquire into the lives and characters 
of fuch Athenians, whether living or dead, as are. moft remarkable for the fer- 
vices they have done their own country, oF the mifchiefs they have done ours ; and 
fend thee fome commentaries of them enclofed. In perufing thefe, thou wilt foon 


be convinced, that it was not chance or ill fortune, which the Perfians are to blame . 
for their defeats; when thou fhalt learn, and by fo many inftances be convinced, of - 
the refolute but cool courage of Muinriapes, the {teady inflexible integrity of Art- - 


sTipEs, the engaging virtues and humane deportment of Cimon (I mention not 
‘THEmistocies, as thou wert no-ftranger to his abilities, while in the fervice of our 
great monarch) when thou fhalt confider the great and elevated foul of Pzrt- 
cies, directing all his care and thought, his whole life and fortune to the fervice of 
his country, impatient indeed of rivals, not becaufe he fears their eclipfing him, but 
that confcious of his own fufficiency and upright intentions, he is unwilling to have 
any ob{tacles to controul him in his great defigns. I fay, when thou fhalt confider 
all the(e circumftances, thou wilt be no longer furprized, that under fuch - powerful 
conduéors, fo fmall a ftate fhould have fo long withitood and baffled the repeated 
attacks of the moft formidable empire in the world, Nay, were it not for the 

- counterpoife, 
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counterpoife, that thefe heroes have in the perverfenefs and folly, the ficklenefs and 
refentment of thofe, with whom they have to do, I fhould not be without appre- 
henfion, that danger might approach even the throne of Cyrus. May the Greeks 
continue to fight our battles, by their unfeafonable diffentions; and while they have 
their CLeons and Tormrpes’s, the defigns of even a Pericies muft ever prove as 
abortive as they lately did, when he convened all the ftates of Greece, and employed 
the utmoft power of his eloquence, to engage them in a league againft the great 
king, but to no purpofe. But here I paufe, and my foul even fhudders, while I 
recite to thee a particular concerning THemrstoctes, little known, and therefore not 
inferted among the relations, which I fend thee. It feems, that fhortly after obtain- 
ing that fatal victory over the Perfians (when the prefence of KeRxzs added to his 
diferace) in conjunétion with, and by the affiftance of the confederated feet of all 
their allies, he made a propofal to ArisTipEs (who was commiffion’d by the city to 
receive and judge of it privately) to fall on and deftroy that very fleet, in order to 
_ render Athens abfolute at fea. ARisTipEs reported, that nothing indeed could be 
more advantageous to, or more promote the power of the commonwealth, than 
TuHeEMIsToctes’s propofal ; but withal, that it would be the moft unjuft thing in 
the world to execute it. On this it was dropt, and THEmrstoczes’s friends fay, that 
it was a high love and regard for his country, which alone put him on a defign, 
which his foul otherwife would have abhorred. But can a love of one’s country, or 
any other confideration, excufe fuch horrible perfidy? No, potent fatrap, we are no 
longer men, when we fhake off the common principles of humanity; fuch defperate 
defigns fpeak a mind not to be controuled by any faith or by any ties; and he, who 
could fo bafely think of facrificing his friends and allies to his country, would not 
fcruple to facrifice even that country to his own intereft or refentments, Adieu. 


From Athens. Bo 


The end of the Jecond year of the Peloponnefian war. 
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A. M. 3575. 4th year of the 87th Olymp. 


3d year of the Peloponnefian war. 


Lobe Feb sy RB AXRAVE 
CLEANDER to GoBRYAS. 


HE danger, which threatens Athens, makes its approaches by flow but fure 

fteps. The Peloponnefians have made no incurfion upon the territory of 
Attica; they feem bent upon reducing fuch cities, as are allied to their enemies, 
whereby they may be fecured from their annoyance, and havea fafe retreat even 
in an adyerfary’s country: they are now fet down before Platza, a city in firm 
alliance with this ftate.. ArenibAMus the Lacedemonian ‘king, upon advancing to- 
ward the city, was addreffed by deputation from the Plataans, who remonftrated to 
him, how unjuftifiable the hoftilities were, which he was preparing, fince the liberty and 
privileges of that city were conferred upon it by the unanimous voice of Greece, 
for their gallant behaviour in the Perfian war, and were in a particular manner con- 
firmed by Pausantas, the Lacedazmonian general, with a promife of inviolable 
fecurity. Ancrtpamus made anfwer, that he had no objection to their pretenfions, 


‘provided they would join in refcuing that common liberty from the tyranny of Athens, 


which they had fo bravely defended againft the arms of Perfia; or at leaft, that they 
would be neutral as to all hoftilities, and give them the fame amicable reception 
they would the Athenians; or if they pleafed, they might intruft him ‘with the pof- 
feffion of their city, which he would preferve from the leaft damage, and reftore to 
them with all its properties and immunities at the conclufion of the war; and in 
the mean time, would contribute what might be fufficient for their fubfiftence. 
Anfwer was made to thefe propofals, that they could not poflibly yield to therm, — 
without acquainting the Athenians, who had their wives, and, children within their 
walls; and defired a truce of three or four days for this purpofe, which was accord- 
ingly allowed. The Platean deputies were received here with expreflions of the 
higheft refpe& and affection, and affurance of fidelity to their engagements on the 
fide of Athens, and were fent back to the city with earneft exhortations, that no 
conceffions might be made to their common enemy; which fo far prevailed upon the 
Platzans, that they refolved to anfwer them only from the walls. 

Upon perceiving this, ARcurpamus (as though it were impious to affault a city 
yet under the protection of its gods) after invoking the-tutelar deity and guardian 
powers of Platzea, to witnefs the juftice of his whole conduct in the amicable terms 
he had offered, and the juft vengeance he was going to execute for their refufal, 
blocked up the city. The feveral affaults he has made, though maintained with 
‘the utmoft bravery, have proved unfuccefsful againft the ftratagems or refolution, 
with which the Platzans either evade or repulfe them; fo that the event of this fiege 
muft be the fubjeé of another letter. ? 


If 
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, If the Peloponnefians have been hitherto unfuccefsful at Plataea, the Athenians 
have been more fo, in an expedition lately made by their army in Thrace. Two 
thoufand heavy armed men, and two hundred horfe, were fent again{t the Chal- 
cidians, under the joint command of three officers, XenopuHon and two others. 
Upon their arrival near Spartolum (a town of the enemy’s) they found a faion 
within the walls ready to furrender and receive them as friends, but were oppofed 
by a contrary party, who had in the interim {ent to beg fuccour of the Olynthians, 
which accordingly came and engaged the Athenians near Spartolum, The Chal- 
cidian and auxiliary heavy armed foldiers were worlted, and fled into the town; but 
in another part of the action, their horfe and light armed men routed thofe of the 
Athenians. A referve in the town, being reinforced by another {mall party from the 
Olynthians, made a frefh attack upon the Athenians; upon which they retreated to 
their baggage, and joined two companies left there. From hence they annoy’d the 
enemy with their miflive weapons, who gave ground, and the Athenians advanced 
forward, and they continued to retire. The Athenians through the warmth of pur- 
fuit being drawn out into an inconvenient fituation, the Chalcidian horfe attacked 
them, broke.their ranks, and put them to fight. The, three commanding officers 
and confiderable part of the men are cut off, and the remnant of the defeated army 
took refuge in Pontidea. I have fent thee this hort account of the engagement, as 
it is brought by an exprefs juft arrived from Thrace, not doubting buc thou wilt 
have a more particular one by a nearer conveyance. 


Thus do the foes of Perfia continue to wafte each other, and prevent by their 
own animofities that vengeance, which they have reafon to dread from thy councils 
and the arms of Artaxerxes. I don’t know, whether the thame and lof of this 
defeat will fo much affeé& the minds of this people, as another lofs they are like to 
fuftain; I mean that of Pericres hirnfelf, whofe health fenfibly decays, which, I am 
perfuaded, ought to be more dear to them than the lives of thoufands. The plague, 
which raged here fo lately amongft all the ranks of men, {pared not Pericrns; that 
active minifter ftrugeled with his diftemper, without remitting any thing of his 
concern for the public. But alas! how could a frail diftemper’d body, keep pace 
with fuch a foul? its efforts are too {trong for the bands, which united it; like a 
fierce lion in the toils, whofe activity is reftrained, it has almoft burft through its 
confinement, and will foon leave its unworthy concomitant, and fly to the abodes, 
which are allotted to thofe, who have {pent a life of toil and danger in the fervice of 
their country. 


From Athens, H 
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SMERDIsS to CLEANDER. 


* (EVHOUGH thou art by extraction a Greek, yet I no more fufpeét thy attach- 
ment to the religion, than our generous monarch does thy fidelity to the 
government of Perfia. 1 know thou mutt alike difapprove the unfteadinefs of thy 
country’s polity and philofophy. The fcruples thou haft imparted to me, I receive 
as an inftance of tendernefs to our faith, which you with to fee purged of all doubts. 
But this cannot be, CLEanDER ; the origin, power, and dealings of ARIMANIUS 
vith the fons of men are myfterious and unaccountable ; they puzzle the ableft fpecu- 
latift with gloomy apprehenfions and inexplicable difficulties; while the contem- 
plation of ORomaspDES refrefhes the foul with agreeable truths, and branches out into 
innumerable paths of delightful knowledge. Wonder not at this, and expect not to 
have all thy doubts removed concerning the nature of that evil one, whofe beft 
emblem is darknefs ; rather withdraw thy attention, and place it where it may ever 
be employed with delight and fatisfaction. How fweet is the view of an expanded 
lawn, or the azure field of heaven, after the eye has been fatigued with prying into 
a difficult fcheme, or narrowly viewing fome complex piece of machinery ? Such 
;s the refrefhment the foul feels, when it turns from + ARIMANIUS to beloved 
Yespan, from confufion to order, from difcord to peace, from the author of ill to 
the ever beauteous fource of all good. I am unwilling to blame thy anxiety for 
man; yet thy knowledge of our holy prophet makes it blameable: he, one would 
think, fhould have difperfed the cloud, that hung over us, when he debafed the 
enemy of our nature, the vile Artmanius, who afpired to equal the higheft, and 
had infufed an opinion of his equality into the minds of deluded mortals. The 
enlightned fage was confcious of his ufurpation ; he queftioned his fovereignty, he 
dethroned the impoftor, and pronounced him impotent. From that hour a {weet 
ferenity poffefied the heart of true believers ; an ineftimable folace from the affur- 
ance, that we are altogether in the hands of benign YESDAN 3 a confolation envied 
us by curfed Auriman, which even now he labours to fubvert, and leave thy bofom 
deftitute of peace. But let not the dignity of Oromaspes fuffer in thy opinion, 
who can as arbitrarily difpofe of Arimawnius, as of the meaneft of his creatures ; 
and will not fail to plunge him in everlafting mifery, for his rebellious attempts to 
withdraw his adorers, when all the evil he delights in and is permitted to exercife, 
will prey upon himfelf. Thefe are truths, CLEANDER, taught by the wifdom of 
ZERDUSHT, and are a purer emblem of the divinity, than the holy flame depofited 
in the temple of Barcn. Reft fecure, that mankind, whom thou haft fuch a tender 
regard for, will find juftice ; every aétion will be weighed in the balance of thofe 
angels, who suard that bridge, which all mortals muft pafs. Our own deeds will 
determine our happinefs, or doom us to the kingdom of AHRIMAN. What ! fayeft 
thou, fhall the wicked Auriman be permitted to punifh thofe whom he has 
* Vide Letter XX. 
+ Yrespan and AuRIMAN are two different names for OROMASDES and ARIMANIUS. 


feduced ? 
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feduced? Doubt it not, Creanper; they, who liftened to his fugeeftions, will 
have their lot with him. To infli@ ill is an imperfection ; the oreat Og OMASDES 
cannot do it; thofe therefore, whofe lives call for punifhment, are affigned over to 
that being, who is the parent of all ill. Oromaspzs only draws his protection from 
the unhappy wretches, and Arimantvs ftrait perceives, that his dominion is enlareed; 
he takes pofleffion of them, as quickly as darknefs takes the place of light 
the lovely Mirnras finks beneath the weftern mountains. 


Is it not enough, that we know Auriman is our foe? that he triumphs in our 
weaknefs ¢ Is not this all the knowledge of him, that is ufeful to us? Mutt we alio 
enquire into his origin, and the reafon of his power? Shall we not truft the coun- 
fels of heaven, unlefs we be made privy to them; which, like a dazzling beam of 


light upon the feeble eye-ball, would confound inftead of enlightning the human 


mind? When we make any real progrefs in fcience, how flow and fhort are our 
fteps? Yet we fuffer ourfelves to grafp at immenfity, to ftretch the ima 


1agination 
beyond the limits of time, and enquire into the natur 


ire of eternity, whether gooc 
and evil be of equal duration, and whether in confequence their power mutt be the 
fame ; whether if Auriman had a beginning, he can without impiety be number’d 
amongtt the works of Oromaspes; or whether the elements (from whence the frame 
of nature was call’d forth by the voice of Oromaspes) are not of a generative power, 
and in the confufion of chaos in their utmoft difcord, during their moft impure 
mixture and defilement, produced this evil one. A thoufand volumes have been 
employed on thefe fubjects without fuccefs; for fome truths can never be dilclofed, 
becaufe providence has purpofely thrown a veil over them. ABRIMAN cannot, fay 
the learned, be part of the creation, becaufe he partakes nothing of the divine 
original. It is moft certain, that hateful and malignant being, fo repugnant to the 
deity in his will and actions, could not receive fo deteftable a form of nature from fo 
pure acaufe. It is not long fince (as thou knoweft) the thrice venerable Osraw: 

dwelt amoneft us, whofe wifdom, as erateful as-a refrefhine 
earth, funk into the bofom of his thirfty hearers. He c 
riable laws of nature, and judged foberly of the motives of providence it! 
would often fay, the elements, and whatever is merely of their 
the arbitrary will of Yrespaw as a law; they are governed by nece 
choice. Where God has given reafon, he has made 


and the refult of reafon ; man therefore is free, and the mott exalted heavenly {pirits 


v 
are free as man, and may choofe amifs like him, until by a fteady perfeverance in 
right they render themfelves habitually good, and make a nearer approach to their 


maker, who cannot do ill. Such a one as thofe I can fuppofe the curfed Anriman 
once to have been, a refined {pirit full of excellence and beauty, when he arofe from 


of 
the creating hand of Oromaspss, fit to prefide over and regulate the frame of 
nature, and perhaps employed in that glorious fervice, happy in the powers of his 
nature, in his eminence of ftation and the contemplation of his immortality. I can 
conceive him venturing even to doubt, whether there be a power fufficient to diffolve 
an immortal fpirit like himfelf (which brought into being feemed to have an inde- 


pendent title to eternity and happinefs) and to mifapply reafons, till he had engaged 


a 
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. 
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iat being free 


4 


himfelf in a thought of revolting from God, and (which he ftill fo induftrioufly aims 
at). of retaining in the worfhip of himfelf alone that part of the univerfe, which he 
K a fuper- 
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fuperintended. The Almighty would not countera& his own wife decree; he would 
not interfere with freedom, which his all-feeing eye then perceived to be abufed: 
but from that moment he withdrew his cherifhing influence from the apoftate {pirit, 
who was as it were expelled that prefence, which gladdens the univerte, Immedi- 
ately he fhed all his excellence ; his comelinefs fell from him, and he abhorred his 
own deformities, but much more all that was fair and good, which could. upbraid 
him with the glory he had forfeited, and his prefent execrable lot. The wicked 
conceptions he had indulged himfelf in were now unreftrained, and the fole good 
he could propofe was the gratification of himfelf in ill. . 


Mayft thou, Crzawper, find arguments herein to appeafe thy doubts, and juftify: 
to thyfelf the ways of providence, fo as to look with indifference on the dangers,. 
to which the nature of thy employment fubjects thee ; and if they fhould take hold 
of thee, to bear thy fate with lefs concern than we, who know thee, muft bear 
the report. Adieu. 

From Balch in Bactria. He 


Lyla B ak ev 


CLEANDER to ORSAMES. 


Have now found leifure, noble Orsames, to complete my defign of giving thee 

a curfory view of the prefent ftate of philofophy in Greece ; and however imper- 
fe&t the execution of it proves, let me venture to hope, that by taking my fhare 
in this literary correfpondence, I make the moft fuitable return to the letters thou 
haft lately favoured me with, on the hieroglyphical learning of the Aigyptians; a 
fubject, on which it might be eafily imagined, that the acutenefs of thy judgment, 
and the elegance of thy ftile, would both difplay themfelves to advantage. 


In our philofophical progrefs we have already gone through the fect of Tuaxes, 
and are next to pafs through that of PyrHacoras. This celebrated philofopher, 
born in the 4th year of the 43d olympiad, was (according to the general opinion) 
the fon of a fculptor at Samos; but the meannefs of his parentage did not hinder 
him from being educated under.one of the greateft men of his time, PHERECYDES 
of Syrus, who firft taught the immortality of the foul. Upon his death, Pyrua- 
coras determined to trace {cience as it were up. to its fountain head, and to fupply 
himfelf with frefh ftores of it in thofe parts of the world, where it feems to have 
arifen, Animated by this defire of knowledge, he fubmitted to that tedious and 
difcouraging courfe of preparatory difcipline, which is neceffary to obtain the benefit 
of Aigyptian initiation, When he had made himfelf a thorough matter of the 
iciences, which are cultivated in the facerdotal colleges of Thebes and Memphis, 
he purfued his travels through the Eaft, converfing with the Magi and Indian 
Brachmans, and mixing their doétrines with thofe he had learnt in At‘gypt. He 
afterwards ftudied the laws of Mrwos at Crete, and thofe of Lycurcus at Sparta. 
Having fpent the earlier-part of his life in this ufeful manner, ’tis no wonder, if 
he returned to Samos well acquainted with every thing curious either in nature or 

art 
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art in foreign countries, improv'd with all the advantages proceeding from a regu 
lar and laborious courfe of learned.education, and adorned likewife with that know- 
ledge of mankind, which is neceffary to gain the afcendant over them. Pytia- 
coras, accuftomed to freedom, difliked the arbitrary government of Potycrarss, 
then tyrant of Samos, and retired to Crotona in Italy, where he opened a {chool of 
philofophy ; and by the gravity and fanétity of his manners, the importance of his 
tenets, and the peculiarity of his inftitutions, foon fpread his fame and’ inGuence 
over Italy and Greece. Among other projects, which he ufed to create ref{pect and 
gain credit to his affertion, he concealed himfelf in a cave, and caufed it to be 
reported, that he was dead; then after fome time he came abroad, and pretended 
that the intelligence, which his friends eave him in his retreat, of the tranfactions of 
Crotona, was collected, during his ftay in the other world among the fhades of the 
departed, He formed the difciples,’ who came from all parts to put themfélves 
under his direction, into a kind of republic, where none were admitted till a fevere 
probation had fufficiently -exercifed their patience and docility. He afterwards 
divided them into the efoteric and exoteric claffes: to the former he entrufted the 
more fublime and fecret doctrines, to the latter the more fimple and popular. This 
great man found himfelf able to unite the character of the legiflator to that of 
the philofopher, and to rival Lycurcus and Orpueus in the one, PHERECYDES 
and ‘THaces in the other ; following, ia this particular, the patterns fet:-him. by the 
/Egyptian priefts, his inftructors, who are not lefs celebrated for fettline the civil 
than the religious ceconomy of their nation. In imitation of them, Pyruacoras 
gave laws to the republic of Crotona, and brought the inhabitants from a ftate of 
luxury and diffolutenefs, to be eminent for order and fobriety. Whilft he lived, he 
was frequently confulted by the neighbouring republics, as the compofer of their 
differences, and the reformer of their manners ; and fince his death (which happened 
about the 4th year of the 7oth olympiad, in a tumult raifed againft him by one 
Cy.on) the adminiftration of their affairs has generally been intrufted to fome of 
his difciples, amongft whom, to produce the authority of their matter for any affer- 
tion, is fufficient to eftablifh the truth of it without further enquiry. The moft 
celebrated of the philofophical notions of PyrHacoras are thofe concerning the 
nature of the deity, the tranfmigration of fouls into different bodies (which he 
borrowed from the Brachmans) and the fyftem of the world. As to the former, 
he held, that God was diffufed through all parts of the univerfe, like a kind of uni- 
verfal foul, pervading every particle of matter, and animating every living creature, 
from the moft contemptible reptile to mankind themfelves, who fhare a larger por- 
tion of the divine fpirit. The metempfychofis was founded on this maxim, that as 
the foul was of cceleftial origin, it could not be annihilated, and therefore, upon 
abandoning one body, neceflarily removed into another; and frequently did. penance 
for its former vicious inclinations, in the fhape of a beaft or infect, before it appeared 
again in that of a human creature. He pretended, that he hada particular faculty 
given him by the gods, of remembring the various bodies his own foul had paffed 
through, and confounded cavillers by referring them to his own experience.. In his 
fyftem of the world, the third doétrine, which diftinguithes his fect, he fuppofed, 
that the fun was at reft in the centre, and that the earth, the moon, and the ether 
planets moved round it in different orbits. He pretended to have great fkill in the 
myfterious properties. of numbers, and held that fome particular ones contained. a 
peculiar 
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peculiar force and fignificancy ; but whether thefe were his own whimfical fancies, 
or the refinements of his followers, I know not. It is certain he was a great geo- 
metrician, and invettigated a famous problem, which goes by his name; nor was he 
lefs {killed in the knowledge of nature, though I give no credit to the miraculous 
fecrets he is fuppofed to be matter of, neither will I tire thee by mentioning fuch 
sdle fables... ‘his remarkable circumftance may ferve. ‘to conclude my account of 
him, thathe was the firft who called himfelf by the modeft title Philofopher, a lover 
of wifdom only; whereas the {ages, his predeceffors, {tiled themfelves Sophoi, the wife, 
atrogantly afluming a name, which the voice of mankind alone has a right to be- 
ftow, and fuppofing they poflels’d what moft of them all their lives purfued with- 
out obtaining. 


There are few particulars known concerning Arist#us, who fueceeded him in 
the Italic School, or Mnemarcuus his fon, who had next the honour to be advanced 
to his father’s place. Empepocis of Agrigentum is at prefent the moft celebrated 
philofopher of this fect: there are feveral wonderful ftories told of him. He feems, 
like Pythagoras, to bean able naturalift, exalted into a magician by the ignorant 
and fuperftitious. According to him, the four elements are the firft principles of all 
things, which contifue ina perpetual flux and agitation, occafioned by two different 
qualities, an uniting and a feparating one, which, \as they prevail, vary the produc- 
tions and. effeéts of nature. Dsmocritus of Abdera (with whom I will conclude 
this account of the Greek philofophy) has made himifelf famous, by maintaining 
the atomical fyftem; of which I {hall only fay, that it excludes the exiftence of a 
deity, and afcribes the formation of the world to the fortuitous concourfe of unpe- 
rifhable atoms endued with motion: ‘The ftrange humour and temper of the man is 
not unfuitable to fo ftrange a doétrine; he finds occafion for laughter in every inci- 
dent of human life; |a funeral or a triumph, an affembly of fenators or a company 
of fools contribute: equally to his mirth; juft the contrary character to Heracritus 
of Ephefus, who finds: occafion for tears'in the fame a€tions which excite laughter 
in the other. Thefe are: the chief fyftems of philofophy prevailing at prefent in 
Greece; and the profetlors of them, while they outwardly conform to the religion of 
the country, are not only tolerated, but meet with public honours and encourage- 
ment. ‘Chou mayft eafily judge from the differences, which are allowed in the moft 
important points, as the nature of the gods, 'the foul’s immortality, anda future, 
tate, that the religion of the: Greeks confifts rather in a variety of ceremonies and 
rites, adapted to the! particular powers and attributes of their local deities, than in 
formularies of belief, and eftablifhed do@trines in theological matters. Thou wilt 
likewife obferve, on what unftable foundations the knowledge of nature is at prefent 
built, whilft every fect frames)a peculiar hypothefis, (which has no relation either in 
the general principles, ior particular branches of it to any of the reft) and then en- 
-deavours to balance the want of reafons by the weight of numbers; as if the only 

point to bé confidered was, how to perplex mankind by the variety of oppofite tenets, 

inftead of enlightening their underftandings; to overbear them by pofitive affertions, 

inftead of convincing them by folid arguments. Till thofe happy times fhall come, 

when nature: may perhaps deign to unfold her fecrets to’ the fearches of inquifitive 

mortals, lets be. contented to gratify our curiofity in thefe {peculations, without 
expecting fromothem much real improvement in fcience. Farewell, 

P: 
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LETTER XXXIX. 
Cire ACN, Dee tO Lily, OAS PES. 


T was not without reafon, my Hypaspes, that when I promifed thee an account 

of the Grecian poets and hiftorians, I began with the charaCters of the former; 
fince it is certainly true (though it may feem a kind of paradox to fay it) that po- 
etical fiction was univerfally received in the world before hiftorical certainty: Hence 
is it, that fable has ufurped the place of truth, and except tradition, we have fcarce 
a guide to condué us in our fearches through the darker and more myfterious ages 
of antiquity. The Grecian hiftery is an eminent proof of this remark, fince the 
earlieft zra of it is very differently ftated by the different authors who have written 
upon it. Some fay, there is nothing certain before the Trojan war; and that no 
compiler appeared, who was held in any degree of reputation, till above 500 years 
after it. Others there are, who date from the beginning of the olympiads; and 
many believe, that period in the annals of time, which is ennobled by the reign. of 
our great Cyrus, the firft, whofe authority may be relied on. If thou fhould fug- 
geft to thyfelf, that perhaps the writers, Iam now fpeaking of, lay no fort of weight 
upon the credit of the oldeft traditions, give me leave to add, that feveral have ex- 
pofed themfelves to the jufteft cenfure by falling into the contrary extreme. Such as 
they, who ftudious of fhewing their regard to the ancient reformers, deliverers, or 
benefactors of mankind, have overheated their imagination, quitted the common 
theatre of life, and foaring beyond the bounds of human probability, have loit 
themfelves in thofe clouds, to which they have exalted their heroes. I fhail not 
pretend to determine, which of thefe are in the right; whether the latter, for fear of 
neglecting fome hiftorical facts, have not expreffed too much dependance on the au- 
thority of the poets and tradition; or whether the former, for fear of giving into 
fiction and rhapfody, have not unreafonably defpifed the authority of both. But this 
we may venture to pronounce, that in all the accounts, which have been given us of 
the firft times, it is out of the power of any one to decide, where the fable con- 
cludes, or the truth begins. 


I muft own to thee, Hypaspzs, I have often endeavoured to trace, in f{peculation, 
the caufe of that error and confufion, which prevails among the precarious traditions 
of the Greek antiquity: and though the fearch has too commonly ended in refine- 
ment, yet the very mention of it at prefent invites me to put down thofe conjectures 
in writing, which have long exercifed my thoughts in private. 


In former ages, the Grecians are reprefented as favage and illiterate, poffeffed of 
no public annals or records, which alone can afcertain the truth of hiftorical facts, 
relying barely on traditional relations, unpractifed in all the neceflary arts of life and 
government. After fome centuries it appears, that they received the culture of hu- 
manity from Phoenician and A¢gyptian colonies; by the firft of whom they were in- 
ftruéted in trade, navigation, and the ufe of letters; by the laft, they were initiated 
into civil wifdom, the politer fciences, and religious myfteries. Thou knoweft, that 
the abftrufeft and moft excellent part of the ASgyptian learning is allegorical; and it 
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is generally believed, that many of their emblematical fables were tranfplanted into 
Greece, and embraced with a fuperftitious regard by the tgnorant multitude. The 
defign of thefe allegories is, to conceal the important doctrines of religion from vul- 
gar apprehenfion; and moft of. them bear a beautiful refemblance to divers actions in 
hiftory, or appearances in morals or in nature. Hence arofe the number of mon- 
{trous ftories, concerning their deities and heroes, which the primitive Greek fages 
(fome of whom were. informed. in thefe points by the /Egyptians, who had fettled 
among them, and others had travelled to the very colleges of the priefts for informa- 
tion) underftood and-explained to their{cholars. But when thefe ftories fell after- 
wards into the hands of fanciful men, many new ones were added to the old ones, 
which defaced the beauty. of the allufions, andthe allegorical fenfe being perverted 
or forgot, the literal alone, remains. ‘Thus the fhadow is preferved inftead of the 
fubftance; hiftorical certainty has been loft amidit thefe emblematical fables, and the 
firft inventors of allegory have vitiated and corrupted that truth, which they only 
intended to difguife. In a word, the mythology of the Greeks is intermingled with 
their hiftory, and is one principal caufe of its uncertainty. 


It has already been infinuated, that the antient Greeks tranfmitted no original an- 
nals or records to pofterity, on-which it were poffible to ground an hiftory of the 
early ages: but may I mot be permitted to fuppofe, that had any genuine records of 
a nation, fo long uncultivated as the Grecian, efcap’d out of the ruins of barbarous 
antiquity, they would’ haye proved too jejune and uninterefting to afford any good 
materials for an.hiftory ? For indeed what could: be expected from a country, one 
while overrun wih fpoil and rapine, wl ere the inhabitants purfued no uniform method 
of life, continually wandring and unfix’d, like a lawlefs rout of favages? or what 
could be expected from.a people, another while employed 1n the lingering work of 
reformation, endeavouring to lay afide the'rudenefs of their manners, and to exert, 
though faintly, the rational faculties of their nature? Nothing, that would not have 
been unworthy the notice of future generations, and beneath the dignity of hiftory to 
dwell upon. In order therefore to compenfate for this defect, the hiftorians as well 
as rhapfodifts, in treating of thofe ages, have been obliged to make up in fiction, 
what they wanted in reality; and the firlt times are rather to be confidered as a pe- 
riod adorned with the fables of poetry, than eftablifhed on undoubted monuments. 
But however the devices of fancy may delight and amufe us, in reading of ‘the dark 
ages I am now mentioning, they could never have contributed to our entertainment, 
had they been thrown into the accounts of fucceeding times. Tis there we require 
fomething more folid, nor fhould we be inclined to bear with the overwrought 
productions of fable.” For when the Grecians united in fociety, and royalties and 
commonwealths were introdue’d, we find ourfelves arriving at greater certainty every 
ftep we take, and the licht of hiftorical truth breaking-in upon us, the further. we 
advance. Nor will this be a matter of wonder to thee, Hypaspes, when thou con- 
fidereft, that the one may be regarded as the caufe and parent of the other. ’Twas 
good government, which gave life and being to hiftory, and the juft legiflator made 
way for the judicious annalift. For as in youth, while the judgment is unfteady, 
and the principles of men are forming, imagination is apt to fupply the want of pru- 
dence; but when they come to years of maturer difcretion, their cooler and more 
seliberate reafon takes place: fo the province of poetical invention is very wifely 
feated 
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feated in the infancy of the world, while the order of government was neglected, 
and mankind continued in a ftate of nature; but when political focieties increafed, 
and civil inftitutions were formed, the interefts and policy of contending ftates 
opened at once a feries of furprizing aétions, far excelling the legends of the poets, 
and prefented a fair topic to the pen of an hiftorian. Adieu. 

C. 
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CLEANDER to Gosryas, Chief Scribe, &c. 


N univerfal forrow and confufion reign at prefent in this city; the old and the 
young, the civil magiftrate and the military officer, the private citizen, and the 
reclufe {cholar, join equally in deploring the irretrievable misfortune, which has 
befallen Athens, and look upon themfelves as equally involved in its fatal confe- 
quences. ‘Thou mayft at firft imagine, potent lord, that the late devouring pefti- 
lence has returned; that the naval force of this republic, its ornament and bulwark, 
has been defeated by the formidable fleet of Corinth; or-that the victorious arms of 
Peloponnefus have wafted Attica with fire and {word, and are now forming the fiege 
of its metropolis. But none of thefe calamities have happened; and to detain thee 
no longer, thou wilt not, I believe, be furprized at fo general a concern, when I 
inform thee that Pericues is dead, whofe counfels have fet his countrymen at the 
head of Greece, whofe -fteady conduct has carried them with honour through the 
createft difficulties, and whofe military fkill has given motion to their fleets and 
armies, during an adminiftration of forty years. He died this evening at his houfe 
in the Ceramicus, of a fever, that has hung upon him for feveral months, and was 
occafioned by a fevere fhock, which his conftitution received from the plague, when 
it raged here, which all the art of phyfic, though exerted by Hippocrates himfelf, 
could never reftore. His greatnefs of foul and natural flow of fpirits made him 
difregard the approaches of danger: he was feen every day in the affemblies of the 
people, exhorting them to continue the war with a vigour becoming the Athenian 
name, and pointing out to them the methods of fupplying the expence of it. He 
ufed to fit late in the fenate, debating on projects for diftreffing the enemy, and fe- 
curing the commerce of Athens, or drawing up difpatches for their commanders and 
minifters abroad. He frequently vifited the fortifications and harbour; examined 
every thing with his own eyes, one while prefling forward the equipment of their 
fhips, through all the delays, which the manner of fitting them out here neceflartly 
occafions; at another reviewing the troops, and ftrengthening the city with additional 
works; till at laft, as the weaknefs of his body by no means anfwered the zeal of 
his heart for the public fervice, he was obliged to leave off appearing. abroad, and to 
call in that affiftance from phyfic, which he had too long neglected. 


Upon the firft news of his confinement, crowds ‘of people daily flocked to the 
temples, particularly thofe of Jupiter THE CoUNSELLOR, and Minerva the pa- 
tronefs of Athens, to follicit, with prayers and offerings, the continuance of fo va- 
luable a life, as the greateft national bleffing they could beftow, and the ftrongeft 
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proof, that Athens was ftill under the protection and aufpicious influence of her 
cuardian deities. During the fhort gleams otf hope, and quick returns of fear, 
‘which fucceeded each other in the progrefs of the diftemper, all publick affairs were 
at a ftand: no news from their armies or fquadrons enquired after; and the truth 
of an old obfervation was verified, that mankind more fenfibly perceive the excel- 
lence of any thing from the want than the enjoyment of it. 


‘The behaviour of Perrcizs, in the whole courfe of his illnefs, was compofed and 
magnanimous, entirely confiftent with the reft of -his life, and agreeable to the calm 
fortitude he had always fhewn both in the adverfity and profperity of his fortunes. 
I was myfelf a-witnefs to a pretty remarkable incident. As fome of his friends not 
many days before his death were fitting in his chamber, and difcourfing of his virtue 
and authority, his memorable actions, and the trophies he had fet up, whilft ‘he 
commanded the armies of the republic, not imagining that he was then attending 
to their converfation ; on the fudden he called out to us, that all the circumftances, 
which we had mentioned, were common to him with the other great men, whom 
Athens had produced; and that befides, fortune might lay claim to part of the 
merit of them: but, continued he, you’ have omitted what I moft value myfelf 
upon, that in my whole adminiftration none of ‘my fellow-citizens ever wore mourn- 
ing on my account. We, who were then prefent, were fo moved with this fpeech, 
that we melted into tears, which I dare fay a man of Perrcres his fenfe took for 
the higheft panegyric we could beftow, as I am fure it was the moft natural, 


L have taken care to fend away my difpatch by a fhip, that fails immediately out 
of the port for Ephefus ; and as the wind fets fair, and the exprefs, who is charg’d 


with it, is ufed to expeditious journies, I doubt not but it will bring the earlieft 
advice to the court of Perfia of this remarkable and interefting event. Adieu. 


From Athens. Py 
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CLEANDER to MEGABYZUS, rt minifter to ARTAXERXES. 


7 Have already, noble fatrap, acquainted the chief fcribe with the death of Pr- 
ricLEs, and the remarkable circumftances that attended it. It will be now a 
very natural as well as ufeful fpeculation, to take a general furvey of his life, to 
examine into the maxims of his politics, the methods by which he gained and 
referved his authority, and to lay open his temper and turn of mind. In.doing 
this, I fhall have recourfe both to the encomiums of his friends and the accufations 
of his enemies; and endeavour to fteer between the extremes of exalting fo remark- 
able a character, through a mean compliance with the former, or derogating from 
the true merit of it, through a tincture of the envious difpofitions of the latter. I 
will neither heighten the colouring of the picture, or bring the fhades too forward ; 
but exhibit, as accurately as I can, a faithful yet not a difagreeable likenels. 


PERICLES 


ATHENIAN LETTERS, 45 


Perreres was defcended from the nobleft families in Athens. His father Xan- 
trppus defeated the Perfians at the famous battle of Mycale; his mother AcarIsTE 
was grandaughter to Cuisrnenes, who drove out the ufurping race of Pisisrrarus. 
It may feem furprizing, that a perfon, whofe birth and education muft have difpoled 
him to join with that part of the city, which was the moft diftinguifhed for their 
families and fortunes, fhould yet, upom his firft appearance in bufinefs, embrace 
that of the people, and fteadily adhere to it in the courfe of his political conduct. 


But very fufficient reafons may be affigned for it: the principal of them was, that 
when he began to appear as a candidate for the offices and honours of the {ftate, 
Crmon was univerfally regarded as the champion of the ariftocratical faction; and 


there was no other way to counterbalance his authority, or eftablifh his own upon 
the ruins of it, than by fiding with the oppofite party. He difdained to be fecond 
amongft the former, when he could be firft amongft the latter. For the great 
maxim, which one may trace through all his aétions, was to place his country at 
the head of Greece, and himfelf at the head of his country. 

During the long and warm contefts, which Perscizs maintain’d with Cimon, 
and afterwards with Tuucypies, the one illuftrious for his military glory and 
liberal temper, the other well {killed in eloquence and civil policy, he fhewed him- 
felf a moft artful and defigning ftatefman. He induttrioufly fought out every me- 
thod, that could fix a volatile forgetful people in his interefts; and whilft he was 
thus heated with oppofition, and fometimes perfonally endanger’d from the practices 
of his enemies, it muft be own’d he too often confulted what might ferve the prefent 
occafion, than what would turn to the future-advantage of the public. Unable by 
his private fortunes to emulate the generous hofpitality of Crmon, he propofed, that 
a large fund of money, fet apart for the neceffities of a war, fhould be diftributed 
amongft the poor citizens, every time they frequented the theatre at the reprefenta- 
tion of anew play. It is no wonder, after he had procured a law, which paid them 
for going where their love of pleafure alone would have invited them, that he 
fhould be the author of another, which affigns a certain falary to them for doing 
their duty to their country, by attending the affemblies, and ferving in the courts 
of juftice. Whilft I am mentioning arts of this nature, which fet Psricrss to view 
in the light rather of a felf-interefted minifter, than a ufeful patriot to his country, 
I cannot omit his reducing the power of the venerable tribunal of the Arzopacus, 
which (as I hinted in a former * letter) he did with an intent to pay his court to the 
people, by throwing more power into their hands, and weakening that of the nobles 
his enemies; though at the fame time the intereft of the public fuffered, by having 
the greateft barrier againft the natural licentioufnefs of Athens almoft entirely re- 
moved. The ¢ magnificent buildings, fine ftatues, and other public works, which 
were erected at fuch a vaft expence, in the courfe of his miniftry, were owing to 
thefe motives; to gain the good will of the people in general, for having been the 
propofer and infpeétor of fuch grand undertakings, which rendered their city the 
admiration and refort of ftrangers, and the chief ornament of Greece ; to enrich 
the ufeful artift, and induftrious mechanic, and by fuch a circulation of labour and 
wealth, to employ thofe citizens, whofe poverty and faétious difpofitions might have 
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incited them to better their own conditions, by difturbinge the fecurity of the public. 
Laftiy to acquire a reputation for himfelf, as durable ay ftriking as the works. 
themfelves, which were brought to perfection in fewer years, than Saft people ima- 
gined they would be ages in finifhin ig, One circumftance indeed contributed to 
raife a great load of envy againft him; it was, that in order to defray the immenfe 
charges. of thefe works, he removed the public treafure of Greece from Delos, where 
it ufed to be k ept, to Athens, where.he had himfelf the dire€tion of it. His ene- 
mies, both foreign and domeftic, had the moft plaufible topic imaginable of accufa- 
tion againft him, when they afferted the injuftice of laying out the fums contributed 
by the Grecian allies towards the expences of a Perfian war, in adorning one parti- 
cular city. Prricres likewife rendered himfelf very popular by a ufeful {cheme,. 
which he propofed, that a large fquadron of gallies fhould be fent out every year, 
vith a fix’d number of citizens on board in pay for eight months, in order to fupply 
their colonies abroad, and fail round the coaft and iflands of Greece, to collect the 
tributes paid by the allies to the Athenians. By putting this project in execution, 
two important ends were gained; the eftablifhing a perpetual nurlery for feamen, 
and the making the Athenian flag refpected in whatever part of the feait was dif- 
played. Thou cantt not wonder, potent minifter, if by thefe methods, his com- 
manding eloquence and fingular art of managing popular affemblies, he not only 
ftood his ground againft Cimon and Tuucypipzs, but pufhed his advantages fo far, 
as to banifh them both by oftracifm. Yet he fhewed his love for his country in 
the midft of his refentment, for before. the term of Cimon’s banifhment was ex- 
pired, he drew up. himfelf a decree for recalling him at the earneft defire of the 
people, then prefled with an unfuccefsful war againft Lacedemon. It is obferv’d 
of Perrcies, that after he had furmounted all oppofition, and-got the management 
of affairs into his own hands, there was a remarkable change in his conduét: he 
was no longer fo compliant with every demand of the people, or fo ready to fall in 
with their notions, and: contrive fchemes merely to pay his court to them; but 
conftantly purfued the regular plan of meafures, which his prudence dictated, not- 
withftandine their ficklenefs and difcontent; and partly by the afcendant he had 
gained over their minds, partly by the force of his oratory, obligéd them to comply 
fo entirely with whatever he propofed, that the government of “Athens, during his 
life-time, may be faid to have been in appearance popular, but in truth mo- 
narchical. And certainly, as-it contributed not a little to fix the Athenian glory 
and pone on folid bafis, that the influence of a fingle man was an over-balarice 
to all the inconveniences and uncértain politics of republican con{litutions ; fo no 
man in the city deferved to poffefs fuch an influence but Pericies. For his natural 
genius was ftrong, penetrating, and extenfive, heightened by all the additional 
luftre, that learning and philofophy (which he chiefly owed to Anaxacoras) could 
afford; nor was he “unacquainted with mufic and the politer arts. Thefe accomplifh- 
ments, joined to the politenefs and dignity of his behaviour, endeared him to his 
fellow-citizens; but thofe, which rendered him confiderable amongft them, were his 
mafterly talents of worki ing upon their hopes and fears, fo as, with the one to 
check their exceffive confidence, when they were proudly elated with fuccefs ; with 
the other, to raife their drooping fpirits, in conjunctures of di fficulty and misfor- 
tune ; and next, the ufe and comprehenfion of the political maxims, which he con- 
{tantly inculcated : « as that the Athenians, inftead of wafting themfelves by foreign 
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** expeditions, fhould contend for the chief place among the Grecian ftates; that 
“‘ they fhould take every opportunity of improving their naval force, and per- 
** mitting no other to lay claim to the dominion of the fea; that they fhould main- 
“ tain their dignity and honour to the height, and fuffer no infults, however feem- 
«< ingly fmall, without making fuitable returns, becaufe a tame and paflive behaviour 
“ in thofe cates only laid them open to greater infults.” Thefe (if I may ufe the 
expreffion)} were the great outlines of his politics, and will, if attended to, afford us 
a furer clue to his conduét, than the calumnies of his enemies, and the idle fcandal 
of the comic poets. Is it not, for inftance, much more rational and fair, to attri- 
bute the war of Samos to the neceffity, which -he thought there was of humbling 
a people that had refufed the Athenian mediation, and were able to difpute the 
prize of naval power with Athens herfelf, than to the intereft of his miftrefs 
Aspasta, whofe countrymen of Mitylene (it is pretended) had been injured by the 
Samians? Does he not appear to have aéted for the good of his country, when 
he difcouraged them from exhaufting their treafures and money in diftant {chemes, 
againft Sicily and Perfia, at a time when a danger nearer home threatened them? 
And whoever confiders the ftate of affairs in Greece, fome years before the Pelo- 
ponnefian war broke out, muft be convinced, that the jealoufy of Sparta and_ her 
allies againft the rifing empire of Athens, and the afpiring fpirit and arbitrary 
proceedings of the latter, were fufficient of themfelves to excite the war, without 
any mixture of the private intereft of PerrcieEs to inflame it; though as there was 
at that fame juncture a more than ordinary ill humour arifing again{ft him, it is pro- 
bable he fell in the more readily with the popular/difpofitions for a war, in order to 
divert the ftorm, that threatened himfelf. But this point I have already explained 
more at large on a former occafion *. 


In his military capacity he frequently expofed his own perfon with great gallan- 
try; but he was remarkably cautious of hazarding the troops under his command ; 
and he never entered upon action, without leaving as little room as poffible for the 
ficklenefs of fortune, or the effects of a happy temerity. However, though the 
merit of his exploits as a general will not place him in the fame rank with Tue- 
MIsTOcLES or Cimon, yet he fet up nine trophies, whilft he commanded the armies 
of the ftate, and particularly diftinguifhed himfelf in gaining a great naval victory 
over the Samians. 


Iluftrious Mecasyzus, as thou haft already equalled this extraordinary minifter 
in the extent and folidity of thy genius, and the importance of the fervices, which 

vait performed for thy prince and country, I can only with, that thou mayeft 
exceed him.in length of days and increafe of honour. Adieu. 


From Athens, jee 
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~T FAVING familiariz’d myfelf much of late with the hieroglyphical imagery, i 

rder to gain fome knowledge of the facred characters, it has been my cuftom 
to fpend a few hours every day among the valuable monuments of learning in this 
place, from whence I now write to you, which is called the /acred Library. It is an 
apartment belonging to that famous tomb of Osmanbuas, which they boaft of here 
(and I believe juftly) for one of the moft wonderful fabrics now ftanding in the known 
world. This noble mufeum, the gallery adjoining, and the chamber of the gods 
and kings, far exceed in magnificence the palaces of living monarchs. Every {tranger, 
upon his firft coming into A’eypt, is {truck with wonder at the ttatelinefs of their 
buildings ; but more furprized, when he finds the moft magnificent piles, no other 
than the repofitories of a fenfelefs carcafe or a dried mummy, But chis is tae humour 
that prevails among them; for though the ftruéture of their private houfes is 
admirable in its kind, efpecially if compared with the buildings in other countries, 
yet in their fepulchres they far exceed them, leaving nothing undone, that the moft 
exquifice art can contrive to beautify the latter. And though there appears fome- 
thing ridiculous in this peculiarity, this fantaftic pageantry in death, yer upon 
refleting further we can’t difapprove of the principle, which may have given rile to, 
or is at teaft kept up among them by it, the fetting a low value upon the fhort time 
of this prefenc life, and being only concerned for the reputation of their virtue after 
death. And I believe (though. the worfhip of deified mortals was very early intro- 
duced) thefe magnificent fepulchres have confecrated the memory of many illuf- 
trious perfons, and in general were the firft public temples. However, there is 
fomething in this place extremely affecting to a contemplative mind; the lively 
ficures of fo many kings, heroes, and great men, as are here reprefented in com- 
pany with the gods, in the fame attitudes as if they were ftill breathing, do, as it 
were, bring down all ages to the prefent inftant, and ftrike one’s fancy 1n a pleafing 
manner, rather to-be felt than exprefs’d. And though I:don’t approve of their giving 
form to immortal beings, yet there is fomewhat great and noble, in the thought of 
ranking illuftrious . perfonages amidft. immortal natures. Around that room, in 
which itis fuppofed, that the king’s body lies interred, are curioufly pictured, in feveral 
leffer apartments, all the facred animals of Aigypt. * The whole building about 
the tomb is ten furlongs in circuit: at the firft entrance, you are led through a 
portico of various coloured marbles two hundred feet ia length, tnto a ftone gallery 
of four hundred: it is fupported with beafts inftead of pillars, each of one entire 
{tone fixteen, cubits high, carved after the antique manner. The roof has an azure 
{ky befpangled with ftars. Paffing through this periftylion you enter into another 
portico, which itill improves upon your admiration, with more curious carving and 
greater variety. At the entrance {tand three ftatues, the figures are wonderful, not 
- only for their prodigious fize, but for the beauty of the ftone, and excellency of 
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the workmanfhip, in which the proportions are fo nicely preferved, that the moft 
difcerning eye has never been able to difcover the leaft fault or blemifh in them. 
The middle one in a fitting pofture is the king Osmanpuas, which is more than 
7. cubits high; the other two, his daughter and mother ftanding on each hand of 
him. The infcription upon that of the king has, I think, jultly challenged any 
other prince to excel him in any of his works. ‘The fecond gallery was much 
damaged by the ravages of Camsyszs, yet there {till remain feveral pieces of {culp- 
ture about it, which reprefent Osmanpuas’s wars with the Ba¢trians. -In the firft 
wall the king is feen affaulting a bulwark, environed with a river, which is generally 
taken for the Eulaeus, that furrounds the citadel of Sufa. The fculpture in the royal 
palaces of Sufa and Perfepolis is much the fame with what I find here. They were 
both beautified with the fpoils of /igypt. But the Aleyprian buildings at Sufa are 
fuppoted to be * as ancient as the age of Mzmnon, who was the fon of Osman- 
DuAS, ii-not the fame perfon, In the center of this gallery is a periftylion open 
to the air at top, and in it was raifed a large altar of coftly marble and excellent 
workinanthip, but both the altar and the pillars of the periftylion are much impair’d. 
Next is the gallery adjoining to this mufaum, in which is to be feen the king adorned 
in his moft gorgeous robes, offering a tribute of gold and filver to the gods. And in 
the apartment beyond, where he is fuppofed to lie buried, begins a {tately afcent 
leading to the top of the whole monunient, over which was formerly a border of cold 
of three hundred and fixty-five cubits in compafs and a cubit thick, but it was 
carried away by Camsyszs, and the place is fince fupplied by one of brafs of the 
fame dimenfions, Within the divifion of every cubit are the feveral days of the 
year engraven, with the rifings and fettings of the ftars, and. the effeéts portended 
by them. + For the Theban priefts have been very exaét in regulating the courfe 
of the year, having found fo great a variation occafioned by the lunar reckonings. 
For twelve revolutions of the moon not being equal to the folar cycle, the months 
muft of neceflity by degrees change their place, and in a great number of years the 
feftival, which was fixed to the beginning of the fummer folftice, would be removed 
into the midft of the winter. Obferving this defect they faw a neceflity of adding 
five days to the end of every twelve months, which they reckoned at thirty days each, 
to make up the courfe of the year; of which they gave an account under the dif- 
guile of this fable. { Mercury being once at dice with. the moon, he got from her 
the 72d part of the year, which he afterwards added to the 360 days, which were 
anciently the days of the year, and therein celebrated the feftivals of their eods. 
Thence the names of thefe fevera] additional days were taken from the gods; the 
firft was called: Osiris, it being celebrated in honour of him; the fecond ARUERIS, 
Gedicated to the fenior Orus; the third to TypHo; the fourth to Isrs ; the fifth to 
Neptu#, the wife of Typuo and fitter to Isis. The priefts, who are curious to 
preferve an exact regifter of time among themfelves, though lefs concerned to rectify 


the inaccuracies of the vulgar, have by continual obfervations, fince thofe additional 


fcar to another, the fourth part of a day is added; fo that by their moft exaé cal- 


* Strabo, 1. xv. + Ibid. 1. xvii. t Plutar. de Ifd. & Of. 
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culations the year confifts of 365 days and a * quadrant, or the 4th part of a day, 
which every fourth year makes the intercalation of a day necefflary. 


But as the /Egyptians by a fuperftitious ufage, which the priefts willingly indulge 
them in, mut have their feftivals run through every day in the year, the civil year 
is ftill left according to the 365 cubital iegments, without any reckoning of a fuper- 
numerary day-in the fourth year. - + The burying-places of the ancient kings, which 
lie above the Memnonium, and are cut by moft exquifite art in the natural rock, 
have not efcaped my notice. The obelifcs found-in thofe repofitories declare their 
power and greatnefs, their numerous armies, and the tribute they impofed upon con- 
quered nations. Indeed there is nothing about Thebes of note, which I have not 
made the fubjeét of obfervation. My quality in Perfia entitles me to a handfome 
reception every where in Aigypt ; but the humanity of PHarnuces the governor 
of ‘Thebes is more than an ordinary friendship ;\it is by his means I have had the 
eafielt accefs, wherever my curiofity led me. I have often wondered at his gene- 
rous and difinterefted regard for a ftranger, and fhall always think of it with gra- 
titude: he courts my ftay, and fails not to make it agreeable. I told him lately, I 
had through his favour gratified my curiofity fufficiently, and fhould fhortly take 
a little ramble in the neighbourhood of Thebes, as far as Syene, before I fet forwards 
for Heliopolis. Yes, Orsames, faid he with a fmile, but you are miftaken, if you 
think you have feen Thebes: upon which he gave orders to his fervants, that‘a 
barge fhould be ready, when I pleafed, to carry me over the river to Tentyra, and 
that I. fhould be condutted to the top of + 4srs’s temple. I knew PHaRNUCES too 
well, to think any propofal of his deferved to be neglected: accordingly one morn- 
ing, when the air was very clear, I pafled over to Tentyra, a {mall city, if com- 
pared to Thebes. It ftands on a hill on the oppofite fhore. ‘The temple of Ists is 
its mot confiderable building, and well deferves a particular defcription, if the 
many works of this kind did not make that tedious. I fhall only obferve, that the 
whole front lies in the fame line, except one large portico, which projects in the 
niddle. On each fide from the portico run three ranges of granate columns, which 


form a noble piazza, and’ fupport the building. The columns are of an extraor- 


dinary height, and the circumference fuch as feven men could fcarce fathom, from 
whence I fhall leave you to judge of the magnificence of the whole. As {oon as I 
reached the top of the temple, I faw plainly, why my friend PHarnuces had told 
me, I had not yet feen Thebes. Here I was raifed by the advantage of the ground 
and the additional height of the temple; 1 faw the Nile under me interfperfed with 
{mall ilands, none of which were unoccupied ‘near fo wealthy a city. Some ferved 
for ftations to fmall veffels, and contained the hutts of fifhermen others planted 
with fruits and vegetables to fupply the town 5 and fome adorned with the houfes of 
wealthy citizens, and laid out into commodious gardens. The numberlefs vefiels, 
that paffed by them continually, difcovered fomething very new and pleafing, and 
fet before me the whole traffic of Agypt; all whofe great cities lying on the banks 


* Horapollo, Hierogl. 1]. 1. c. &. Diodor. Siew. 1 + Strabo, 1. XVil. 

t The ruins of this temple are itill extant according to the relations of modern travellers, who fay 
it was a temple of Szrapis ; but as the worfhip of that god was not introduced into Egypt, till the 
reign of king Protemy, mapy ages after this period of time, we muft fuppofe it was originally dedi- 
cated to Isrs, and afterwards turned to the worfhip of Szraris. Note by the tranflator. : 
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of the Nile ufe this one channel for the conve 


far as my eye could reach north and fouth, the fcene of bufinefs was continued. But 
I was fent hither to take a view of Thebes, an objec too large (as Puarnuces 
thought) whilft I was in the midft of it, and therefore very Judicioufly fet me at 
this diftance. The air was clear, and a brifk wind difperied the fmoke of the city, 
which lay ftretched on the oppofite bank, and rifing before me toward the eaftern 
mountains. had made myfelf acquainted with its different quarters, and knew its 
moft confiderable ftru@tures ; fo was better fitted for fuch a view, and could take it 
in without confufion. The temples and palaces prefented themfelves to me like 
lofty cedars above the reft of the foreft ; and I now could obferve fome proportions 
in thofe great works, which before were loft to me, becaufe I viewed them by parts ; 
and what filled me chiefly with aftonifhment only, now fhewed beauty, order, and 
exquifite defign: Thofe vaft ftatues and prodigious groups of figures feemed fit 
ornaments in their place. I could from hence, by my extenfive profpect, fee the 
wifdom. of the founder of this city in the choice of its fituation, in regard to its 
accommodations and fecurity. Two or three days after I went to Paarnuces, to 
inform him of my intended journey: he faid, he wifhed I could have found any 
thing to have detained me longer, and afked me, how I liked my profpeét from Isrs’s 
temple ? I anfwer’d, it was above all I had met with before; I had feen the handfome 
{treets of Thebes, noble palaces, curious obelifcs, ftatues, and temples, but never 
could have formed the idea that profpect imprinted on my mind. He ftept out of 
the room, and immediately brought the very profpect I have been defcribing painted 
upon linnen, ard feveral draughts of the remarkable edifices of Syene (which I had 
not feen) telling me, thefe, he fancied, might vie with the mafter pieces of Greece; 
and as I fhould have an Opportunity of making the comparifon, defired my accept- 
ance of them; which I thal] preferve with the utmoft care, not more on account of 
their value than my efteem for Puarnuces. For his fake I fhould leave ‘Thebes 


with relu€tance, did I not hope thereby to furnith mylelf with materials for fo 
agreeable a correfpondence as CLEANDER’s. Farewell, 
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CLEANDER to Hypaspes. 


1 ie my laft letter, Hypaspes, I endeavoured to offer thee fome reafons for the: 

fabulous uncertainty of the Grecian hiftory in the earlieft ages ; and I concluded 
with applying one general remark to this particular nation, viz. that the introduc- 
tion of civil government into the world, gave rife to hiftorical truth. 
obferve in the next place, that it can hardly be faid till very lately, that any hifto- 
rian hath appeared amongft them; 7. e. any man, who deferves the name of an 
hiftorian, fince moft of thofe writings, which are entitled hiftories, may fearce be 
conftrued to extend beyond a naked regifler of public events, 
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of Xanruus the Sardian plead admittance for them into the libraries of the learned’? 
Can the Theogony of Arisrzas lay claim to our efteem, or Damastes of Sigeum 
be remember’d to pofterity from his treatife of nations and cities? Equally fabulous 
and dry, we can. neither refleé&t on, them after a ferious perufal with fatisfaction, nor 
propofe them as models fo: imitation. Hecatmus the Milefian and Heiianicus 
of Mitylene have within thefe fifty years improved and reformed hiftorical know- 
ledge to a great. degree, but even then;it might be regarded only as in the dawn: 
the honour of carrying it to any kind of perfection was referved to FlzropoTus. 
For if we confider the variety of his learning, and the copioufnefs of hits fubject, the 
(moothnefs of his ftile, and the perfpicuity of his narration, we fhall find that the 
fétion of the poets and the dull annals of laborious compilers will bear no propor- 
tion either in profit, or in pleafure, when compared with his‘hiftory. He begins it 
with CanpauLes and Cyrus, and brings it down to the battle of Mycale towards 
the latter end of Xerxes’s. reign, which comprehends the {pace of 120 years. Be- 
fides the ftory of the Greeks and Perfians, ‘which is the main argument of his‘ work, 
he throws in that of other nations, by way of epifode or digreffion. This extraor- 
dinary perfon. was born at Halicarnaffus, a Grecian colony in the leffer Afia, not 
long before the invafion of Greece by the armies of KERXES, In his youth, he re- 
tired fram his native city to Samos,. in order to avoid the arbitrary proceedings of 
Lycpamis, the grandfon of the famous ArTEMIsiA, who acquitted himfelf with fo 
much honour in the naval engagement at Salamis.; *I'was there he formed himfelf 
upon the dialect of Ionia, and compil’d his hiftory. This was indeed a place more 
peculiarly fitted to his purpofe; for as in every democratical government, fo in that 
of Samos, a.man is neither biaffed by hopes nor by fears, and is at liberty to com- 
mend, without the leaft imputation of flattery, and to cenfure, without that of ma- 
lice or detraétion... In the mean while he {pared no pains to inform himfelf of all 
that was neceffary, in the beft_ manner which he. could. Lo this end’ he travelled 
into Aegypt, furvey’d. its chief towns, converfed with the priefts of Thebes and 
Memphis, and penetrated into the principles of their religion and learning, as far as 
. his own. fagacity could carry him, and their reclufenefs would permit him, He 
travelled through the feveral cantons and republics of Greece, faw the principal 
cities of Afia, and vifited the borders of Thrace, Scythia, and Arabia. Returning 
however after a long voliumtary exile. into his own country, he bore a confidera- 
ble part in the expulfion of the tyrant; but meeting with envy from his fellow-citi-. 
zens, inftead of that gratitude, which he expected as the juft reward of his fervices,. 
he came to Athens; and after about a twelvemonth’s ftay here, departed into Italy 
with a colony. of Athenians, to build a city called Thurium, near the ruins of the 
antient Sybaris.. As foon as he had drawn up his hiftory from ithe materials he had 
collected with fuch infinite diligence and induftry, he determined to expofe it to the 
judgment of all. Greece... It happened,. that during his refidence at Athens, befides 
the featt of Panathenga,. where heread oyver:his work: aloud, the Olympian’ exer+ 
cifes were then performing, to which the Grecians reforted in general: from each {tate, 
and thus he hada very fair opportunity given hum to put his defign in execution. 
Many of his auditors had no doubt been perfonally engaged in jome of the baitles 
againft Xerxes and Marponius, and not one of them could be unacquainted with 
the, principal, facts of, a, war, fo honourable to Greece, and fo inglorious to Pertia. 
In the midft of this aflembly he declared, ;thag he. appeared. betoje. them, not fo 


much. 
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much a fpectator of their games, as a competitor for the prize of reputation; and 
recited his work publicly a fecond time with univerfal applaufe and approbation. 
Nothing can be a greater teftimony of this applaufe, than that the names of the nine 
mules have been given to the nine books of his hiftory, as if the compofition were 
above the ftandard of humanity, and the joint labour of thofé celebrated divinities. 


If, after a judgment fo unanimous, and in every refpect fo valuable, I may be 
allowed to add my own, I mutt freely confefs, Hypaspes, that I have received 
more inftrution from the hiftory of Heroporus, than from any author within the 
little {phere of my obfervation. Every part of the narrative fugeeited matter of en- 
tertainment to the imagination, and ufeful improvement to the mind. I confidered 
myfelf one while as under the protection and guidance of the moft eminent heroes 
of antiquity, as having their bright example before my eyes, and in the future courfe 
of my actions attending to the noble principles, which influenced their condué in’ 
life. Iconfidered myfelf another while as a citizen of the world at large; as di- 
vefted of every national prejudice or falfe biafs, while the great men of paft ages {ub- 
mitted to my cenfure; and in my own breaft I pronounced an impartial and difin- 
terefted fentence on their characters, In éach of thefe views, -hiftory may be called 
the fchool, where the living, that would be wife, are the fcholars ; where the dead, &s 
well the fools as the wife, are frequent leflons of courage and experience to generals, 
of prudence and fidelity to minifters, of moderation and juftice to kings. Hence 
every perfon, in his private capacity, may learn to merit’ the diftinguifhing name 
of aman; and princes are warned, that they are no more than men, and that fame 
is always juft to the dead, however partial to the living. °-In fhort, nothing can bé 
more agreeable, than by the means of hiftory to accompany Mittiapes at Mara- 
thon, IHemisrocres at Salamis, or Cimon at Mycale. «To be placed as a fpeétator 
out of all hazards; to reap wifdom from the danger of others; to regulate what 
one has to do by what has been done; to foretel the future by the paft; and thus 
to become a diviner, without magic; and a prophet, without infpiration. But J 
forbear to fay any thing farther on’ this theme:: thou muft pardon me,‘ Hypasrgs, 
for having troubled thee fo long; but it was impoffible for-me not! to ‘enlarge on 
the excellence and utility of hiftory, when I) was {peaking ‘of the man, who hath 
firft placed it in its true dignity and luftre. Adieu. 


From Athens. aie Gi 
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GoBRYAS to CLEANDER. 


A? I had no particular commands to deliver to thee, I have neglected to write to 
Athens for fome time ; and to fay the truth, my CLeanpeEr, thy diligence is 
fuch, that it leaves us nothing to hope for on the fide of information ; and thy faga- 
city is fo great, that it anticipates: the wifeft inftruétions. of the minifters. . Think 
not that I ‘mean to Hatter thee; for as thou knoweft me to be framed of a temper 
above indulging that vice, even to the weakett of princes, it would il become ‘ee 
M 2 when 
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when I am {peaking to a man of fenfe. The cruel proceedings of the Athenians: 
againft the Peloponnefian ambaffadors have not deterred the Lacedzemonians fronz 
fending another to this court in their ftead. His name, it feems, is Pyracmon. 
As foon as he arrived here, he addreffed himfelf to thy friend Hypaspers, the cham- 
berlain, telling him, he was a Spartan by nation, and demanded an audience of the: 
king. Hypaspes acquainted him with the ceremony of proftration, which it is ab- 
folutely neceffary that all fhould comply with, who are willing to be admitted into 
the chamber of prefence. ‘* For, fays he, we are ordered by the law, to adore our 
“« fovereign, as the living image of the Deity, which fuftains and preferves the uni- 
** verfe.” To which the other anfwered with the Laconic brevity and pride; “ I 
‘* will do nothing that fhall. be thought a difhonour to my country ;” and therefore 
an audience was refufed him. However, he has had feveral conferences with Mer- 
oaByzus and myfelf; but his behaviour and his inftructions are both fo referved, 
that it is impoffible for. us to learn any particulars of moment from him. His only 
bufinefs, as far as I can collect it from all which he has faid, is, to put the king to. 
a fruitlefs expence, without offering any fuitable recompence; and to afk for fup- 
plies, without propofing any mutual advantages to Perfia, This requeft, thom 
mayft eafily conjecture, is regarded as wild and extravagant; befides it 1s not con- 
fiftent with the political views of our court, and the refolution of the Perfian coun- 
cil, to interfere in the civil broils-and diffentions of Greece, while the leading repub= 
lics are deftroying one another upon equal terms. It will be our part, whenever 
that time fhall come, to throw ourfelves into the fcale of the weakeft; an argument, 
which has already been fully treated of ina former * letter, and upon that account 
will more properly. be waved. at the: prefent. 


I agree with thee, that the removal of Pericies was an act of folly, and’ his fud-. 
den reftoration to the higheft offices in the commonwealth was at once an inftance- 
of the wifdom and inconftancy of the Athenian people; but as I was not furprized: 


at the one, fo I eculd not wonder at the other. 1 was extremely pleafed with the- 


relation, which thou gaveft me of thy vifit to that excellent ftatefman, on. thy re- 


turn from Salamis ,.nor was I without hopes, that by the dexterity and politenefs of 


thy converfation, thoumighteft have procured fome material intelligence from him.. 
And yet how precarious is every profpect of human happinefs! Soon after his re- 
ftoration, we were told of the wafting difeafe, that preyed upon him; and lo! thy: 
next brought the moving narrative of his death. Senfible as I was, that Greece- 
had loft her ableft politician, and that the moft powerful obftacle to’the'defiens of 
ARTAXERXES was removed, ‘Fcould nothelp yielding for a moment to the foft im— 
preffions of tendernefs and forrow. The unaffected encomium, which he beftowed. 
upon himfelf, before he died, gave me the ftrongeft idea I had.ever entertained of his. 
mild and equitable adminiftration. Pzricizs was above the genius of the city,. 
that produced him; for he feemed born to monarchical fway, notwithftanding provi- 
dence had placed him in a republican ftate. Such however was his influence, that 
though in effect he fettled the moft important points according to his own inclina~ 
tions, yet his own inclinations were guided by the trueft difcretion, and confiftent 
with the moft perfect freedom, Well might he then be reverenced as the father of 


* Vide letter 14 and 24. 
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his country, a name, which he expreffed, not in any royal formality of titles, but 
in the real courle of his government. Thus much, I think, thou mayeft reafonably 
expect from me, as a due tribute of praife to the character of a good minifter in 
the fervice ofhis country, and to the memory of a ‘great man, though an enemy to. 
Perfia. 


The fiege of Platea, according tothe accounts I have received of the place, will 
laft, in all probability, a confiderable while longer. It is certainly a town of con: 
fequence to the Athenians, and deferves well of them, for its fteady adherence to 
their intereft in the prefent war, and of all Greece, for its inviolable attachment 
to the common caufe. Fail not to fend the earlieft news of the motions of Puor- 
mio’s fleet. In the mean time forget not to inform thyfelf of the intrigues in thé 
city, and who is likely to fucceed Pericrrs in the popular efteem and adminiftration, 
But thefe things I forbear to enlarge upon, and therefore entruft thee to the fafe 
dictates of thy own obfervation and prudence. In fhort, I have nothing to add fur- 
ther, than the fincereft expreffions of the pleafure, which I take in thy approved ca- 
pacity for bufinefs, and the ftrongeft exhortation I can give thee, to perfevere in 
the fame courfe of fidelity and obedience. Be affured, CLeanpeER, this alone will 
recommend thee to the protection of Oromaspes, and the favour of our mighty 
matter, for whofe health I pray, before the morning walks over the dews of eaftern 
Kills, and after the fun finks into the oceans of the weft. Adieu, 

From Babylon. &. 


LE TT ER XLV. 
CrEANDER to Goxpryas, Chief Scribe, &c. From Athens. 


Ap Be ‘military operations of this campaign prove a great deal more aétive, than. 

thofe of the two former; whether it is that the animofities of the contending 
flates, inftead. of decaying, grow more vigorous, by the continuance of the war ; 
er that the hopes, which were formerly entertained of peace, being quite vanifhed 
fince the fruitlefs negotiations of laft year, the various parties, that prevail in thefe 
republics, are agreed to give a different turn. to their private refentments, by exert- 
ing them only againft the common enemy. 


intend this difpatch fhall contain an exa&t account of fuch material events, as 
have happened fince the death of Pericues. 


The Peloponnefian army is {till employed, or rather wafting itfelf, at the fiege of. 
Plataza, with no great profit to themfelves, or damage to their enemies. The lat 
letters from thence fay, that the befieged have lately made a vigorous fally, and un- 
dermined a mount, which the befiegers had raifed to plant their engines upon, and. 
command the rampart of the place. 


6. An 
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An account is arrived here of an unfuccefsful expedition, which the Ambraciots 
and Spartans have made againft Acarnania. It was projected by the former, in con- 
junction with the Chaonians and fome other Barbarians, who inhabit the frontiers of 
Greece towards Macedonia. They perfuaded the Lacedzmonians to fend them a 
thoufand men, under the command of Cnemus an officer of good reputation; whilft 
the Corinthians and the other allies were preparing a large fleet with tranfports to 
join them, and complete the conqueft of Acarnania. Cnemus imagining he fhould 
overrun the country upon the firft inroad, fet forward without ftaying for this rein- 
forcement, with his army drawn up in three columns. AAs he advanced towards 
Straton, the metropolis of Acarnania, the inhabitants made a brifk attack upon a 
column of Chaonians, who led the van, and were imprudently marched forward 
fome leagues beyond the reft of the army. Thefe barbarians made no great refift- 
ance, and were intirely routed; which fo difcouraged Cnemus, that he retreated 


with fome precipitation, left he fhould be intercepted by the fuccours, that were 
afiembling for the relief of Straton. 


The fatisfa@iion, which the Athenians exprefs at the failure of this enterprize, 
which however well conducted could have affected them but very remotely, 1s much 
heightened by the news they received yefterday of a naval victory, which their fleet, 
commanded by PHormio, has eained over that of the Corinthians. ‘The firft notice 
they received of it was by feeing a trireme enter the harbour Piraeus with the ulual 
marks of fuccefs. The officers and failors were ranked upon the deck crown’d with 
garlands, and filled the air with repeated acclamations. ‘The fhip herfelf was hung 
with wrecks of fhattered veffels of the enemy, and adorned with trophies of arms, 
whilft the oars kept time to the harmony of mufical inftruments. Great multitudes 
of people flocked inftantly to enjoy this agreeable fpectacle from the fhore. The 
captain, whofe name is Diomzpon, landed and went directly to the Prytaneum (or 
town-houfe, where the Prytanes have a plain repaft prepared every day for them at 
the public charge) and delivered his letters into their hands. Thefe magiftrates 
immediately affembled the fenate; and after the letters had been read there, they 
were communicated to the impatient people in an extraordinary affembly that very 
evening. ‘To-morrow is appointed as a day of thank{giving at all their temples for 
this fuccefs. I have obtained acopy of the difpatch fent by PHormio, with an ac- 
count of the aétion, which I have enclofed in this packet. It fhews as well the 
experience and fpirit of the admiral, as the honeft plainnefs of a true Athenian; 
and therefore I imagined, noble fcribe, that a fight of it would not be difagreeable 
to thyfelf and the reft of the Perfian council. Adieu. 


* 
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PuHoRMiIo to the fenate and people of Athens. 


j operant the orders you fent me to prevent the fleet of Corinth and the other 
confederates from joining with Cnemus and the Ambraciots; and hope you will 
not be diffatisfied with the manner, in which I have executed them. Upon the firft 
advice, that they were failed from the Criffean gulph, I weighed anchor from Nau- 


pactus 
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pactus with 20 gallies, in order to attend their motions, and came up with them 
juft as they were got out of the Streights. As foon as we defcried their fleet, which 
confifted of forty-feven fail under the command of three admirals, making the beft 
of its way from Patre to the oppofite continent of Acarnania, I held a council of 
war with the other captains; in which it was determined, notwithftanding the fupe- 
riority of number lay on their fide, to venture an engagement. We-confidered, that. 
they were rather furnifhed for the land fervice, than a naval action; and that the. 
goodnefs of our fhips and the experience and courage of our feamen. would be an, 
over balance to our being inferior in point of force. Accordingly on the twentieth. 
of the month Thargelion in the morning, the fails were ordered to be ftruck, the 
rowers to lower themfelves under the deck, the foldiers to repair to their refpective 
ftations, and the fquadron to fall into line of battle. The enemy, obferving that 
they could not efcape us without fighting, drew up their fleet in the form of a 
roundel, placing the larger veffels on the outfide as a defence to the tranfports, 
which were difpofed in the midit. Five of their fwiftett ealleys were likewife or- 
dered to be.ready to fally out upon us through the vacant fpaces of the line, in 
whatever part we fhould make an impreffion. In this pofture we continued fome 
time, till an eafterly wind, which blows every morning out of the gulph, arifing, L 
obferved that their fleet was not only contracted by it into a narrower compats, 
but their order confiderably difturbed. I thought this favourable opportunity not to 
be omitted, and therefore ordered the fignal of battle to be hung out, and the trum- 
ets to found a charge from the admiral fhip, which was immediately follow’d round 
the reft of the fquadron. The firft encounter was pretty rough;, a Corinthian fhip. 
commanded by Macuon, one of the admirals, endeavoured to break my oars; 
but I avoided the fhock, and after giving her a volley of darts and ftones, bore 
down upon her poop, and flung a bridge over her, and notwithftanding a fmart 
oppolition, enter ’d foldiers on board her, when fhe furrender’d. In the mean time 
the reft of the fquadron broke into the enemies line, and difperfed their whole fleet: 
Dromepon trierarch of the Thetis, and DemosTHeEnes trierarch of the Wines, dif- 
tinguished. themfelves in a peculiar manner. The former, though he was attacked 
‘by two of the enemies fhips, who attempted to board him with erappling irons, re- 
pulfed them both, put the one to flight, and funk the other. The latter fhatter’d 
feveral of the Corinthian fhips, and always ftretched a. head after the flyers ; leaving: 
thofe he had damaged, for others that followed him to,take. In general, your of- 
ficers and foldiers behaved themfelves with a gallantry and {kill ‘becoi ming Athe- 
nians. We have made ourfelves mafters of twelve fhips and a great many. prifoners, 
and after ere€ting a trophy and confecrating a calley to Neprune at Molycricum 
returned to Naupactus, from whence I have difpatched Dromepon. with this account. 
I cannot conclude, without preffing you in.the moft earneft manner, to. fend me a 
large and ipeedy reinforcement, or elfe the prefent fuccefs.can.never turn to any. 
future advantage. Your enemies, far from being difcouraged,, redouble their prepa- 
rations. ‘The remainder of the conquered fleet are rendezvoufed at Cyllene the 
arfenal of the Eleans, where hey have been joined. by Cnemus and Brasrpas, 
whom the Lacedamonians have fent with fupplies of men and money, They. give 
aut,, that’they fhall foon be able. to put to fea with feventy fail, 
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Wherefore, Athenians, let not any delays proceeding from faction or intereft, 
retard the courfe of your bufinefs, and produce inconveniencies, which in former 
times have proved highly detrimental to you, and may be fata! now. Confider how 
ungrateful it would be towards the gods, not to fecond the profperous beginning 
they have fent you; how inexcufable towards yourfelves, if you do not maintain 
the empire of the fea, which your anceftors tranf{mitted down to you in full luftre 
at the price of fo much blood; and how unaccountable it muft appear in the eyes 
of all Greece, if the victors are not as folicitous to improve their advantages, as 
che vanquifhed to repair their lofles. Farewell. ; 

From on board the Mrverva quinquireme, 

in the harbour of Naupactus. 


| 


FoR Phi Be Rae Les 
OrsAMES to CLEANDER. From Syene in Thebais. 


ff Bisa reports I had “heard of the wonderful cataract and other natural curiofi- 
ties about this place, incited me to make an excurfion hither, before I fet 
forward on my journey into the lower Aégypt. But here, 1 can affure you, my ex- 
curfion terminates, left you might fufpeét, that I am going further into the barren 
wilds of Aithiopia, or the burning fands of Libya. And I am not forry it has led 
me fo far, as I can hereby impart to you fome new difcoveries relating to the 
ZEgyptian worfhip, which I believe are yet unknown in Greece, not many of that 
country having extended their travels to thefe remote corners of Egypt. Befides that, 
they are of fuch a nature, as the fuperftitious Greeks would not be much interefted 
in making. For although thofe, who travel, are generally men of better fenfe, 
and underftandings elevated above the vulgar, yet are they cautious of divulging 
any of their difcoveries, which might help to undeceive the more ignorant. I had 
often heard at Thebes, * that the people further up in Thebais paid nothing to- 
wards the charge of thofe animals ufed there and in the lower A’gypt in the fervice 
of the inferior gods. I have wondered much, why they in particular were ex- 
empted, but never could be rightly informed of the reafon of fo peculiar an 
exemption, until I came to this place; fo careful are the priefts and devotees of 
that fuperftitious worfhip to conceal and difeuife every thing, that it is not their 
intereft to publifh. Upon coming hither, I was fenfible of a great change from 
that pomp and pageantry, with which the religious of other parts in Aigypt have 
fo extravagantly overloaded the worfhip of their gods. When I entered one of 
their temples, I was ftruck with the awful folemnity of the place; and it raifed in 
me a devout ferioufnefs, which all the fculpture and fenfible reprefentations of the 
gods had never before done in thofe I had elfewhere feen. There was fomething 
plain and fimple in its ornaments, yet what taken together feemed great and augutt, 
and extremely well adapted to excite a mechanical devotion; for I cannot call that 
otherwife, which is excited by any thing lefs than the pure contemplation of 
Oromaspes, when the mind abftratts itfelf from all material objects, and feeks no 
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other temple but its own breaft. A few hieroglyphics and emblematical fioures 


were raifed in {culpture from the walls; * and the Aithiopians, of whom the Syenites 
are a part, afcribe to themfelves the invention of it. One figure prefents itfelf at 


terife the powers and attributes, than intended for the fhape and ficure of the 


a) 


received from them of their religion was this, { “ That they owned no mortal being 
“to be god, but their god Cnepu; and him they afferted to be without beginning 
** and without end, the maker and governor of the univerfe.” The ferpeht feems 
to fymbolize that fpirit and vivific energy, which is by him diffufed through all na- 
ture. And thus, fay they, we are taught by Epzrs, our greateft hierophant and 
fcribe, ‘ that the firft moft divine being is as a ferpent having an hawk’s head, beau- 
“< tiful to look on, who, if he opens his eyes, fills the univerfe with light; if he 
“ winks, darknefs is made.” However, in religion I cannot approve even of this 
emblematical imagery; for by ufing it in order to bring down myfterious truths to 
the level of common underftandings, we are too apt to materialize in our thoughts 
the nature of the divine being. And I am afraid, it has but too often led the way 
to that fenfelefs fuperftition and worfhip of animals, which extravagantly prevails in 
moft other parts of this country. Yet it gives me pleafure to find, that amidé all 
thefe corruptions the notion of one fupreme deity is not totally and univerfally ob- 
literated ; and that the fame good demon, whom wé call Oromaspss, the ereat 
author of the world, is.not only adored among us in Perfia, but his worfhip ftill 
preferved even amidtt all the monftrous rites and fuperftitions of AEgypt. It may 
not be unworthy of your notice, what with much prying into their ancient learning 
I have in general colleéted, and which Iam under no reftrictions not to reveal to 
you, vz that the firft Taorn, or Mercury, whofe remains are preferved on their 
pillars and in their facred books, never fo much as mentions the fupreme, Deity, who 
is above all things, or names him in the making of the world; § and only aféribes 


divinity to certain mortal men and women, and thofe fuch as cannot be applauded 
from the ftory of their exploits either for wifdom or virtue, and fome of them no- 
torious for the worft of vices. But the Hierophants fay here, that a fecond Hermes, 
at leaft nine hundred years later than the firft, faw reafon and neceflity to reform 
and diffent from the falfe cofmogony, that had been introduced by him, who at- 
tempted to explain the generation of things by certain principles in a chaos, with- 
out any help fromthe firft and eternal mover. -And of this latter Flaremzs, who 


was called SipHoas 4, the fon of HzepHastus, and who reigned over all Aloypt, 


they preferve here at Syene certain remains. But the Egyptian priefts in general 
deny, that this fecond Mercury diffented from the firft. They jayse dehe. took 
Aer. d 


great pains to collect thofe' invaluable treafures of learning, which the firt Mercury 
left in different places infcribed on pillars in the hieroglyphical characters, and 
which had lain neglected during the confufion of the intermediate times; and after 
he had made a complete collection, ordered them to be laid up in a book in the 
acred reveftries. ‘Though thefe {peculations have much engroffed my thoughts 


* Diodor. Sicul: I. 2. + Philo. Bybl. Eufeb. 1. 1, p. 47. c. edit. Par. 
t Plut. de Ifid. & Ofir. § Sanchon. fragment. apud Eufeb. Auguit, de Civ. Dei. c. 7 
@ Syncell. 114. a. | Manetho. apud Eufeb., 
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fince my coming to Syene, I have not omitted feeing thofe curiofities in the neigh- 
bourhood of this place, which brought me hither, though ftraitned for time after 
fo long a ftay at Thebes. I failed in an open galley to Elephantine, an ifland in 
the Nile about one hundred and twenty {tadia fouth from Syene, a little above 
which is the famous cataract; and there ends the navigation of the Nile. The river 
having paft Ethiopia, where it leaves many Jakes and marfhes by the difperfion of 
its waters, at laft recollects its (catter’d ftreams from Phile, a rocky ifland on its. 
eaftern fide; * and rolls on from thence, till near to Elephantine it is oppofed by a 
chain of rocks, that lie acrofs its channel. Dafhed againft them and grown im- 
petuous, it mounts in foaming waves, and after ftrugeling amidft the broken cliffs 
and craggy precipices, pours down from an immentfe height with a ftupendous: 
roaring and noife. + But the incredible boldnefs of the people there 1s not lefs to 
be wondered at, who expofe themfelves to the raging current in fmall boats two 
together, the one fteering, the other rowing; and paffing the ftreights of the rock. 
by little channels, rufh headlong with the ftream to the amazement of the beholders = 
for after giving them for loft, you prefently fee them again, as if fhot out of an 
engine, far from the place of their fall, and rowing fafely in the affwaged waters. 
In failing for pleafure about Elephantine, we were much entertained with many rude: 
profpeéts of rocks and precipices, at the bottom of which are caves and grottos 
formed by the continual breaking of the waves upon them. Near Phile are { two 
piked rocks, where the Egyptian priefts fay are fountains of unfathomable pro- 
fundity. They call them the veins of the Nile, and annually in their folemnities 
upon the increafe of its waters, go thither to throw in their prefents as a tribute to 
the Nile. But when I arrive at Heliopolis, where I hope to be by the time that the 
folemnities upon that occafion are celebrated, I fhall have more leifure, and be 
bt ter prepared to entertain you with fome phyfical accounts about it. In the area. 
of an inclofure, belonging to the college of aftronomers in this town, is raifed a 
{tone edifice with a fpacious terrafs on the top; where are fixed in the open air the 
larger inftruments, always ready at hand for their obfervations; and a great aperture 
sn the middle looks down into § a very deep well, which being exactly under the 
Tropic circle, is a certain index for the fammer folftice. Though I am juft fetting 
out upon my progrefs into the lower Egypt, I could not forbear communicating to 
you thefe obfervations upon things, which afforded me fome new difcoveries, and a 
greater entertainment than I expected. And as I fhall {carce have leifure to write 
to you again, till Ido it from Heliopolis or Memphis,. I was unwilling there fhould 
be fo long an interval in our correfpondence. Adieu. 


L. 
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CLEANDER to SmeRDIs. From Athens. 


« (ivaaed wilt be furpriz’d, venerable Mage, when I inform thee, that a city fo 
renowned as thisis, for its martial exploits, fhould at the fame time be no lefs 
famous for its learning and acquirements in fcience. Its principal men think the 

are but half qualified for the fervice of the ftate, till they have gone through the 
whole circle of arts; and it is not uncommon for even thofe of the firtt rank, to 
give themfelves up entirely to the culture of them. They make no fcruple to under- 
take long voyages, in order to enrich themfelves and their country with freth dif. 
coveries; and at home make it their chief bufinefs, and what mixes even in their 
entertainments, to promote knowledge. It is by thefe means, and by the encou- 
ragement, which is given to ingenuity in general, that the Athenians are confeffedly 
fuperior to all the other ftates of Greece, in this refpect at leaft. There is no 
{cience, which they do not profefs (and what is much more to their credit) no art, 
in which they do not excel. The myfterious parts of learning and the knowledge 
of nature have been brought to them, though imperfectly, from /Zgypt. Th 

more practical arts, fuch as {culpture and painting, building and mufic, owe, if 
not their invention, yet all their grace to them; for whether they have improved 
only on the rough and uncouth plans brought from thence, or themfelves ftruck out 
thofe ideas of beauty and fymmetry, their merit will be equal. It is univerfally 
agreed, that they have finifhed almoft at the fame time that they fet about thefe 
arts, and in the compafs of a very few years carried them to the utmoft perfection they 
feem capable of. Thou wilt afk perhaps, whether it is on thefe attainments alone, 
that the Athenians build their reputation, and to what purpofes, befides thofe of 
pomp and luxury, thefe refined ‘arts ferve? Thou, who haft been trained up in the 
difcipline of the old Perfians (whofe chief excellence was to fhoot, and fpeak the 
truth) wilt be apt to defpife all acquirements, which don’t tend to make men wifer 
or better. I agree with thee, that thefe are the true, and fhould be the chief end 
of all inftitutions; nor are the Athenians negligent of this. They make it their 
bufinefs alfo to improve the mind, correct the will, and infufe fentiments of virtue 
and honefty into their youth. And I am the more perfuaded of this, when I con- 
fider the turn and genius, the aim and actions of a young philofopher, who begins 
to draw the eyes and attention of the city on him. He has taken a courfe in his 


fearch after knowledge different from all others: while they have been hunting after 
it in diftant climes, he has been confined to his own city and almoft to his own 


Were 


teach every thing, he profeffes for himfelf, and undertakes to fhew others that they 
underftand nothing. In the midft of the moft plentiful feafts, he practifes a tem- 
perance almoft equal to that, which the rules of thy order enjoin thee; and while 
he converfes daily in the moft promifcuous and free manner, he is faid to preferve 
an innocence in his life, and a fanétity in his manners, which retirement from the 
world fcarce fecures to others. Thou wilt not wonder, if my curiofity has led me 

N 2 to 
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to converfe with him; nor is it difficult to have accefs to one, who {pends moft part 
of his time in the ftreets and public places of this city. He received my addrefs. 
in the fame open and eafy manner, he does thofe of all his countrymen; and by a 
fimplicity of behaviour, and a variety of queftions, which feemed to have no rela- 
tion to what I propofed to him, he foon brought me to give up, whavI had before 
looked on 2s clear and indubitable, and made me own, that I was ignorant in thofe: 
very points, which before I imagined I had beft underftocd. When he had put me 
out of conceit with my-own opinions, I. was defirous to: be let. into and fubmit to 
his; but whether it was that he really. (as he profeffed) entertained no certain ones, 
or whether he did not think it fafe to commit them to one, who, befide his being a 
tranger, might not appear worthy of his confidence, he declinedgiving me this 
fatisfa@tion, and left me neither pleafed with him or myfelf. The mind, which. 
takes pleafure in its fearches after truth, yet is impatient, when convinced, that all 
its darling fyftems and prepoffeffions are falfe; and I-forefee, that a fage, whofe life 
and doétrines are a conftant reproach to all he converfes with, will foon make his. 
difciples defirous of freeing themfelves from fo impertinent a monitor.. Adieu. 


R.. 


Do ices ay ote A 
CLEANDER to OrRsSAMES.. From Athens. 


 S I find nothing more agreeable, Orsames, during, my refidence at Athensy. 
: than.the converfation of intelligent men, I endeavour ta inform myfelf on fub- 
jeats of literature and ingenuity, without neglecting, the weightier. bufinefs. of my 
{tation and charaéter. It is not long fince I troubled Hypaspzs with an account of 
fome curious particulars concerning the Grecian poets and hiftorians, which.I had 
gathered from a careful perufal of their works, and the accurate relations of the 
learned. ‘The humanity of my patron Puitemon is never fo much. exerted to my 
advantage,. as when he introduces me with his ufual politenefs to the familiarity of 
perfons, whofe company I fhould have made my choice, could I. otherwife have 
hoped for it. To the kind recommendation of my friend.it is wholly owing, that 
I am lately admitted to the acquaintance of THucypipzs, a man_.of fuperior quality 
and wifdom, by whofe means I fhall extend my.infight into the conftitution of Greece 
in general, and the policy of Athens in particular. He was employed fome years 
ago by the city. in conduéting a fecond colony of Athenians to Thurium; and though 
he does not engage in the adminiftration of public affairs, he hath ferved in the 
armies of the ftate, and made feveral campaigns. Iam. told, he is originally pof- 
feffed of a fair paternal inheritance, and is.derived from a very noble family, both 
which are augmented by his marriage with a rich wife, the daughter of a king of 
Thrace. He feems however to confider thefe happy circumftances .in.life with the 
impartial eyes of a philofopher, and values the former only as it enables him to 
diffufe the effects of his benevolence, and the latter, as the memory of it perpetually 
excites him to emulate his anceftors in virtue. At the fame time, he is fo far from 
thinking himfelf raifed above the reft of his countrymen, that he lives with all the 


elegant fimplicity of an Athenian, while he enjoys the opulence of a Perfian fatrap. 
His 
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Flis inftitution in the ftudy of eloquence and philofophy hath been’ conformable to 
the nobility of his birth and fortune. In philofophy, he was the {cholar of Anaxa- 
Goras; in rhetoric, he ‘was inftructed by AnripHon, an orator of fingular abilities, 
and revered by the people for his eloquence. If I may form a judgment of his 
fentiments in government from the tenour of his difcourfe, he appears leaft of all to 
approve of a democracy. ‘The generofity of his temper makes him averfe from 
the envy and contention of demagogues ; the fteadinefs of his politics, from the in- 
conftancy of popular refolutions; and the integrity of his heart, fromthe felfith 
counfels of thofe, who are willing to acquire or maintain an authority with the mul- 
titude. He could with for a larger mixture of ariftocracy in the Athenian com- 
monwealth; and yet fuch was his opinion of Prricius, that aslong as he conti- 
nued alive and in fupreme power, he ufed to fay, “the adminiftration. was nomi- 
‘nally democratical, but in fact monarchical.” As he is pleafed to indulge me in 
fome fhare of his confidence, I took the liberty to‘ afk him one day in private, 
‘© How it happened, that he, who joins. to great natural endowments a furprizing 
compa{s of knowledge and long obfervation, had never exprefs’d any defire to 
be placed at the helm: of the republic, nor had entered into. the artful manage- 
“‘ ment of popular affemblies.” He anfwer’d me, ‘* That he forbore coming into 
“« the affembly, becaufe he would neither be an acceffary or a witnefs to their ini- 
quitous proceedings: That profperity had infatuated the minds of his unthinking 
countrymen; and the only men who ruled them, were thofe, who foothed them 
with fond hopes, enflamed them by falfe notions, and put them on. chimerical 
fchemes, and hazardous attempts; whereas he, who gave temperate advice, was 
injurioufly branded as a coward, and thought fo ignorant, as not to underftand, 
“© or fo malicious as to belie their power.” He faid, “ the trueftand mot {hining 
“‘ merits were looked upon as crimes againft the ftate; that they never pardoned 
« him, who ferved them with talents, which rendered him worthy to command, and 
* often deprived themfelves of real advantages to fhun an imaginary evil. For 
«« my own part (continued he) I have mingled fo much of the difinterefted philo- 
« fopher with my republican principles, as to abhor thofe leaders of party, who crofs 


«¢ each other’s counfels to the detriment of the whole; thofe flatterers, who truckle 
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< to humour of the people by the meaneft and moft flavith' compliances ; 
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“ thofe declaimers, who drive: us into ftrange undertakings, which’ their betters 


«< either dare not oppofe, or, if they do, precipitately endanger their own {afety. 
«¢ A prudent citizen therefore, when perfons of this kind bear {way,. will yield to the 
«¢ torrent of the times, without fuffering himfelf to be loft in the ftream.- He will 
‘© wait for a fairer opportunity of engaging in the public-bufinefs, or elfe not en- 
‘© gage init at all. He will not enter on the important office of a minifter, uncalled 
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“to it by the general voice of his. country. In.a word, I have laid down thefe 
«* maxims to myfelf which the politicians of our days feem utterly to: defpife, viz: 
« that a good man fhould be fo zealous in his reeards for the community, as to 
«< exclude all thofe that are perfonal, while a wife man remains. indifferent: in‘ his 
« choice of public or private life, but ftudious to adorn both. Can you. then won- 
“« der (added he) if I have. rather employed myfelf in obferving and recording what 
“ paffes, than. indireCting and governing? And to fpeak fincerely, it is witha 
« view to the good of futurity, that I am now compiling a hiftory. of thefe times, 
“ and fhall fpare no expence of labour or money to procure fitting memoirs for the 

‘* purpofe.. 
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« purpofe. “The Lacedsemonian archives as well as the Athenian will be ranfacked, 
« that from the collections of each the feries of our tranfaétions may be more im- 
« partially laid open ; and however fome men fhall céenfure the manner of my wri- 
“ting, yet no man fhall queftion the truth of it. For it is not a work intended by 
<< way of oftentation to the prefent age, but as a monument of inftruction to our 
«¢ fucceffors, as a legacy to all pofterity.” 


Struck with the greatnefs of the reply, it was impoffible for me to forget, what I 
had often been told, of the generous. ipirit he difcovered, and the memorable tears 
which he fhed, on hearing the Mufes of Heroporus recited in a celebrated featt 
at Athens. I confidered this defign as a confequence of the fame emulation; nor 
could I avoid on the one hand congratulating the generations to come on that ad- 
mirable hiftory, which the abilities of my friend Tuucypiwss will hereafter produce 
into the world; nor was it unnatural to reflect with an honeft indignation on the 
other, that while Greece is making large ftrides in policy and advancing in letters, 
Perfia too inglorioufly neglects the cultivation of both. The former, not content 
with her vidtories at Marathon and Salamis, is endeavouring to defeat us in that, 
which alone can immortalize the name of either: the latter, fo far from being ani- 
mated by a fenfe of her fhame, to retrieve the advantages fhe has loft, is difregard- 
ing the judgment of futurity, and adding to their conquett, by indolence. But let 
us hope that this, oh OrsaMes, may not long be our cafe! Let us publifh an ac- 
count of our ations to mankind, and not truft to the partial reprefentation of the 
Greeks. Let us plead our own caufe before the equitable tribunal of pofterity ; and 
though the progrefs of our arms hath been checked, yet let not the palm in hiftory 
be taken from us. Adieu. 


Cr 


1. OP CIE AR Ty E, 
CLEANDER to GosrvyAs, Chief Scribe, &c. From Athens. 


HE Athenians, noble feribe, are remarkable amongft their other diftinguifhing 

qualities for the great eagernefs, with which they liften after news. - Thou 
mayft imagine, that this curiofity finds fufficient employment by an account juft 
arrived of a fecond engagement between the Peloponnefian fleet and PHormro’s 
{quadron, in which the vaft fuperiority of number on the fide of the former, ba- 
lanced by the fkill and bravery, of the latter, has rendered the advantage and lofs 
pretty equal between both parties, as thou wilt be better able to judge from the 
following relation. | 


A reinforcement of twenty fail were immediately fitted out here, at the preffing 
inftances of PHormio; but inftead of being fent directly to him, were ordered to 
take Crete in their way, on a fervice of no importance. They were detained fo 
long at that ifland by contrary winds, that they were not able to join him till the 
battle was over. : 


In 
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In the mean time, Brasipas and Cnemus put to fea with a fleet of feventy fail 
well appointed, and came to an anchor at Rhium of Achaia, whilft Psormio and 
his twenty gallies were {tationed at a port of the fame name on the oppofite fhore. 
Thefe two harbours form the mouth of the Criffean gulph. The Peloponnefian 
commanders intended to bring the Athenians to an engagement within the gulph, 
before the reinforcement arrived. PHormro defigned to avoid fighting, but, if that 
was not in his power, to engage them in the open fea, where the dexterity of his 
failors and the fwiftnefs of his fhips, would give him the advantage againft their 
unweildy veffels and unexperienced feamen. After they had lain two or three days 
in this pofture, the Peloponnefians made a motion-up the gulph with their whole 
fleet towards Naupactus ; which obliged PHormro much againit his will to follow 
them in order to fave the place, which was too weak to make a {tout refiftance. As 
foon as the admirals of the enemy faw the Athenian fquadron engaged within the 
ftrait, they eave the fignal to their fleet to tack about, and bear down upon them, 
which they did with fuch vigour, that they drove feveral of the Athenian galleys. 
againft the fhore, funk fome, and made many prifoners. A body of Mefienian 
troops in the fervice of Athens, who were marching along the fhore, behaved very 
bravely; for they entered the fea with their arms, and recovered fome of the fhips, 
that had been taken. In another part of the action, PHormro himfelf pufhed out 
to fea with eleven fhips, and was purfued by twenty Peloponnefian ones into the 
harbour of Naupactus. This experienced officer obferving that they followed the 
chace very carelefsly,.and either out of contempt of the Athenians, or believing the 
victory already their own, neglected to keep their line of battle, fo that fome of 
their fhips were out of fight, ordered the few galleys he had with him to turn their 
prows, and bear down direétly on the enemy, himfelf leading the attack. ‘This ad- 
vantage was fo well improved, that after fome of the foremoft Peloponnefian veffels 
were difabled, the reft frighted at fo unexpected a turn were put to flight, and fix 
of them taken. Pxormio and Brasipas have both erected trophies, though nei- 
ther of them can juftly lay claim to the victory. The fhips from Crete are fince 
arrived, and it is faid the Peloponnefian fleet is retired to Corinth. The officers, 
who diftineuifhed themfelves moft on the fide of Athens, were Asoprus, the admi- 
ral’s fon, and Nicras. 


It is much cenfured as an error in Cieon and his party, the prefent managers 
affairs, that they did not immediately furnifh PHormio with a force fufficient to 
improve his firft advantage, and remain mafter of the fea. In all probability, if the 

enty fhips had not wafted fo much of their time at Crete, this muft have proved 
a very confiderable fuccefs forthe Athenians. It has been a common faying amongft 
them on this occafion, that they are now thoroughly fenfible, that Pericxzs is dead. 
The laft letters from Plateea mention, that the army of the allies under the com- 
mand of ArcHipamus king of Sparta, being harrafled out with the length of the 
fieze and the vigorous refiftance of the garrifon, have refolved to enclofe the city 
with a ftrong wall, fortified withiditches and towers on both fides, to prevent as well 
the fallies of the inhabitants within, as the entrance of any fuccours from without ; 
and that after having finifhed this regular fortification, part of their forces will be 
tafe '£ ’ 


left for the blockade of the town, and the reft difmiffed. 
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I have now laid before thee, noble fatrap, the prefent courfe of public occur- 
rences; nor do I neglect to inform myfelf, as thou enjoineft me, of the private in- 
trioues of this city, and the fecret fprings, that influence the counfels of this active 
republic. , The adminiftration of affairs, fince the death of Pericxes, has lain prin- 
cipally in the hands of a party, who may be faid to delight in war; and though . 
they have not the neceflary talents for carrying on a regular and well concerted 
fcheme of military operations, yet they treat any one, who but ventures to name the 
word peace in their affemblies, as an enemy to his country, and a friend to Lace- 
demon. They are a fet of men compofed of mercenary orators, and other factious 
citizens, who are enriched and aggrandized by a war, that impoverifhes the reft of 
the ftate. Every general is obliged to pay his court to them, and to have a band of 
rhetoricians to defend him againft the attacks of his enemies at home, whilft he is 
fighting his country’s battles in the field. The ailies make) their applications to’ 
them, to recommend their caufes to the people, to get their contributions leffened, 
or an expedition undertaken in their behalf; though the immediate fervice of the 
{tate perhaps is negleéted, and her armies rendered ufelefs for want of fupplies. 
Cizon is at the head of thefe worthy patriots ; a man the more oppofite to peace, 
becaufe in quiet times his own bad actions would appear, and the calumnies of 
others be lefs believed. He fupports himfelf, not fo much by the greatnefs of 
his abilities, as the boldnefs of his undertakings, and the confidence of his affer- 
tions. He renders himfelf popular, not by the eafe and humanity of his beha- 
viour, but the freedom and roughnefs of it; which is agreeable to the common 
fort, whom he likewife gains over to his intereft by frequently relieving their necef- 
fities. He carries his point in the affemblies, by an over-beaying vehement fort of 
eloquence accompanied with much action. There are however feveral, who diflike 
his charaéter and meafures, and oppofe both with great freedom: the comic writers 
in particular do not fpare him, but fet him forth in the ftrongeft colours, that the 
copioufnefs of their invention and the feverity of their fatyr will afford. Of late 
they have been employed in falling foul upon the memory of PrricrEzs, and repeat- 
ing the plentiful collection of fcandal, which the very mention of his name gives 
them room to difplay. 


I cannot conclude without acknowledging thy laft letter: the gracious acceptance, 
which my fervices meet with, is far fuperior to their merits as well as my expecta- 
tions. Permit me to indulge a little pardonable vanity in reflecting, that I enjoy 
the honour of being*ranked amongft thy friends, and the meaneft of the fervants of 
ARTAXERKES. Adieu. 


P. 
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Hypaspes to CueanpDer. From Babylon. 


HOUGH tthe rife and prefervation, CrzanpER, of every great monarchy has 
been owing to the arts of war, yet at the fame time ‘tis certain, no {tate 
could fupport itfelf without the neceffary improvements of peace, The wifdom 
therefore 
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therefore of our conftitution is in nothing more confpicuous, than the admirable 
care that 1s taken to make the* culture of both mutually ferve and promote each 
other. -Without this, the numberlefs forces of Perfia would overrun and depopulate 
the whole empire. But by a moft exact and regular difpofition in every diftri& of 
the provinces, the garrifons and ftanding forces are maintained with very little bur- 
den to the country. The prefect of each diftri@ has alift of fo many horfe, fhield- 
men, or archers, which he is to find provifion for, according to the fertility and 
produce of the lands within his divifion. Arraxerxzs himfelf has every thing 
under his own infpection; he frequently reviews the troops in one part or other of 
his dominions, and furveys the country at the fame time, or employs thofe he can 
confide in, to do it in places more remote. By this means he knows the ftate of 
his armies, the ftrength of his garrifons, and the condition of the feveral provinces, 
If the praefects fraudulently withhold what nature hath plentifully beftowed, or if the 
land be not fufficiently cultivated as far as the foil will bear, they are liable to be 
complained againft by the officers of the army, or thofe fent to infpect them, or to 
be difcovered in the neglect of their duty by the king himfelf. Where naked and 
barren profpects‘are by labour and induftry converted into beautiful lawns and plan- 
tations, or the face of nature in any fort improved, the prefect of that diftri@ is 
fure to receive fome mark of the royal munificence, and the meaneft labourer to 
enjoy the fruits of his induftry.. And wherever the troops are fitly chofen, well dif- 
ciplined, and handfomely equipped in their arms and other accoutrements,) not only 
the commanding fatrap, but every chiliarch and tribune is diftinguifhed, as he hath 
fhewn his diligence in the faithful difcharge of his truft. By this means they are 
always found prepared, either for a military expedition, to form an encampment, or 
pais in review before their fovereign. This fummer a large body of forces, draughted 
out from feveral provinces, is encamp’d in the plains of Babylon. The natural Per- 
fians are 20000, who are honoured with} Xerxes for their chief, diftinguifhed from 
the Medes by their light targets and the fafhion of their fleeves with {tripes of vari- 
ous colours. The Median forces, a fele& body, amount to twenty more. Thirty 
thoufand Affyrians with brazen helmets and linen corflets are commanded by Ar- 
sires. The Arii and Baétrians make ten thoufand, armed alike, § except that the 
former have Median bows; their general ist Bacapaus, the emperor’s fon by Anpia 
a Babylonifh lady, and uterine brother to Parisaris, a gallant young prince, who 
hath been trained’to arms under Araspss, the brave fatrap of Bactria. The Ciffiy 
with the ‘Segartians and borderers upon the Erythraean fea conttitute twenty thouland. 
The Sagartians and thofe people in the tributary divifions are reckoned to the 
province of Perfia, ||the proper Perfians being, as you know, exempted from all 
tribute. The Sagartians wear a brigantine of leathern thongs clofely entwined to- 
gether, and carry nets, which-they make ufe of in an engagement with great dex- 
terity. ‘The reft are armed much after the Perfian manner in {caly corflets, and 
with the fame defenfive weapons; but the habits of their. chiefs are enriched with 
topazes from the oriental ifles adjoining. Among them are a body of the Chelz- 
nophagi, whofe mails. are curioufly formed of the fhells of tortoifes. Socpranus 
has the command of five thoufand Cafpians and Paricanians, who make a barbarous 


* Xenoph. memorabil. Lib. V. edit. Francof. p. 827. E. & p. 828. + He wasthe prince royal 
of Perfia. § Herod. Polymn. c. 65. . ¢ Excerpt. ex Ctefie Perfic. c. 48. || Herod. Thal. c.97. 
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appearance in the hides of fhagey goats, and are armed with bows and daggers. 
ArrasyRas, who by Ocuus’s intereft was lately appointed fatrap of the greater 
Armenia, is prefent with fix thoufand foot and four thoufand horfe from the terri- 
tories lying at the head of the Euphrates, and between the Araxes and the Cyrus. A 
fplendid tent was fet up for Ocuvs, and he is expected here with a large detach- 
ment of the Hyrcanians; but he ftopped fhort with twenty brigades in the neigh- 
bourhood of Ecbatana, to prevent, as is fuppofed, a fecond rifing of the Cadufians, 
which may be the more fufpected, as the choiceft part of the Median forces were 
dravghted for this encampment. Ten thoufand Syrians are quartered round Me- 
GaByzus’s pavilion, armed with fhort fpears, javelins, and daggers, and greaves that 
cover only half the leg *. Five thoufand Arabians habited in their loofe mantles 
of Indian filk, with long bows, fare placed in the rear of the camp, that their ca- 
mels may not annoy their horfes. Amidft thefe various multitudes, the greateft re- 
gularity and order is preferved through all the ranks. The city of Babylon; which 
delights in fhews and pomp, was much entertained with the grand parade, when 
ARTAXERXES went to meet his camp. . ‘The magi led the proceffion in their fearlet 
robes, carrying the holy fire upon a Giver hearth. After them came the empty 
chariot crowned with garlands and drawn by white fteeds with harneffes of gold, 
which is facred to ORomaspes, and an emblem of his prefence with us. A fingle 
horfe came next of the largeft breed: of Hyrcania in honour to the fun, and the 
jJeaders: had white garments with ftaffs of gold. Then a thoufand of the band of 
Immortals, with their golden chains and veits of rich brocades fet off with Indian 
gems, followed by the order called the Royal Kindred ; after them the body guard,. 
who are diftinguifhed by the golden apples upon their Pikes. The chief fatraps. 
and princes of the blood attended about the perfon of ARTAXERXES, who rode in 
an ivory chariot, richly inlaid with amethifts and rubies upon filver and gold plates 
curioufly imboffed with emblematic figures.. { From behind, a fculptured eagle, 
more dazling than the car itfelf, fpread its wings over the monarch’s head. A thou- 
{and fpearmen clofed the proceffion. ‘The tent of ArTaxerxeEs ftands confpicuous 
on a rifing ground near the center of the camp, with the image of the fun in a cafe 
of cryftal over. it. The ladies of the court complain of their being left out in this 
procefion, who have in every fignal expedition attended:the camp. ‘They threaten 
to appear foon in Amazonian drefles, and try the: courage of fome in diftinction 
there, fince moft: of the younger fatraps, who were noted for their effeminate deli- 
cacy, have upon this occafion affamed a'martial air. ‘Thefe jefts have reviv’d the 
memory of the ancient Sacian women, who in’ the reign’of their queen Zarina, 
about the time of Arriparwas, father to ASTYAGES, joined in. a revolt of the 
Parthi, and extremely diftreffed the Medes. And fome fine interludes, intermixed 
after our manner with finging and dances, have been played in the royal apartments. 
founded upon the flory of that heroine, and the |} adventure of the Mede Strya- 
GLIUS with the Sacian lady, whom he had’ thrown from her horfe, and conceived 
fuch-a violent paffion for, that meeting with a repulfe in his firf addreffes, he pre- 
tended to ftarve himfelf, and by that artifice worked upon the compafiion of his 
miftrefs. A party of the court ladies, with the queen mother and AmyTIs, were 


__* Herod. Polym. c. 85. t Id. c. 87. + Quint. Curt. |) Ex Ctef. Perf, fragment. ap. 
Demetr. Phaler. in libro,. qui- azo} éounveias vorature. 
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lately at an entertainment in Mecasyzus’s tent, and paffed through the camp in a 
cedar carriage with the curtains of their pavilion undrawn, attended by InTapHERNES 
and five hundred of the Immortals. Mzcasyzus performs all the duties of a ge- 
neral, and excites an emulation among the troops in their military exercifes, by his 
frequent prefence among them. But to the great concern of all his friends, though 
the vigour of his mind be ftill the fame, yet in his bodily ftreneth he feems daily 
declining. ApotionipEs of Cos, who is in great favour with ARTAXERXES, exerts 


his utmoft fkill to prolong a life fo valuable to Perfia. Adieu. 
L. 


| Wiel Sieh Revel Raia re Aa eer 84 ii 


CL EAN)D-E.R.. to.. S.M ER DIS. 


I Have of late been engaged in fome converfations with the fages of this place, 
which have more than once brought to my mind thofe delightful folitudes, where 
thou, abftracted from all other care and avocations, enjoyeft as it were the prefence 
of the great Oromaspss, and illuminations, which, though no lefs important than 
thofe vouchfafed to the favoured ZorasterR, thou in divine conference haft commu- 
nicated to me. Not many furlongs from the city, in the midft of a fpacious mea- 
dow, which is almoift furrounded with the clear and fmooth ftream of the river 
Tliffus, there is a ftadium not fo remarkable for its ornaments and grandeur, as its 
antiquity and fituation; it was built inthe early ages of this republic, and ftill retains 
its primitive rudenefs and fimplicity. A grove of trees coeval at leaft to the ftruc- 
ture, whofe trunks appear like huge pillars to fupport a thick and verdurous roof, 
are planted on one fide; and through them the cool breezes, which arife from the 
river, and are perfumed by numberlefs flowers that adorn its banks, give a frefhnefs 
amidft the fcorching heats, which we now feel, and form a retreat the moft agree- 
able that can be imagined. It is for this, that the philofophers of Athens with their 
difciples frequently exchange the Academy and’ L.ycaeum; and as I have more than 
once been admitted to the conferences, that are held here, thou wilt not, I fancy, 
be difpleafed to partake in them alfo. It is true, I have fometimes been but indif- 
ferently entertained. Some of the firft and higheft reputation among thefe philo- 
fophers have little true and folid knowledge even of thofe fciences. they  profefs. 
Many, who fet up for mafters of natural truths, ‘are either greatly ignorant of, or 
entirely miftake the firft principles, on which they are built. Others there are, 
who are called teachers of eloquence, but are not able to give any proof of their 
being fo; others, who difpenfe out leffons of wifdom, not from any ftock of their 
own, but founded on the authority and maxims of their anceftors. -But what above 
all moves my indignation is, that without any experience of the world, any infight 
into policy, they all take on them to inftruét their fcholars in the arts of govern- 
ment, the conduct of publick affairs, and the enacting of fir and neceflary laws. 
It is true, that thefe pretenders to fcience but too frequently meet here one, who, 
as he is much fuperior to them in all parts of learning, feems animated with a par- 
ticular zeal'to deftroy their ill-grounded pretences to it. It is not unufual to fee 
them put to a precipitate and fhameful retreat by this great champion of truth; 
and indeed it is impoffible to conceive the deep wifdom and true reafoning, that are 
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concealed under the plainnefs, and fimplicity of the rude * mechanick. As he has a 
peculiar art of illuftrating what. he treats on, fo he has alfo of expofing what may 
be on infuflicient grounds admired by others. By abundance of apt comparifons, and 
a mott extenfive induction of known and familiar topics, he at once opens and con- 
vinces the minds/of his hearers. Nor need I after this defcription tell thee, that I 
{peak of SocraTzs, in whom if there is any thing that I blame, it is his too great 
referve, and his rather labouring to make thofe he converfes with unlearn what is 
wrong, than to inftruét them in what is right. In one of our converfations one day, 
after he had put to flight a whole army of the fophifts, and only ohe or two friends 
were left, I was led to exprefs my furprize and. concern, that he, who was fo ca- 
pable, and feemed fo ready to teach men true knowledge, fhould yet be fo back- 
ward in this godlike employment. . I even iaid, “ that it feemed ungenerous and 
“ inconfiftent with his ufual benevolence, to be fo fevere, as'I had fometimes known 
« him, on thofe, whofe greateft fault was perhaps only to be too ready to-teach, 
« while he, who was capable of doing it, would not enter upon this province.” He 
received my reproof with his, ufual humanity, and after fome paufe, faid; * Was 
« [really, my friend, what you would kindly fuppofe me, capable of inftructing 
« mankind, yet fure 1am, that you and all wife men would judge the worfe of me,. 
« if L fhould venture to proclaim it. It has hitherto been the chief bufinefs of my 
« life to confute and thew the folly. of thefe vain fciolifts; and fhould I not expofe 
« myfelf to the contempt of thofe, who are fo contemptible, if I fhould engage in. 
their tafk, and take on me to dictate on points, which I am fenfible are not only; 
« out of my reach, but even beyond that of human capacity ? It is true, that I 
<< have endeavoured, as far as I am able, to cultivate and improve my faculties. 
<¢ T own I have ufed my.utmoft induftry in acquiring knowledge; and as truth and 
. «: fcience have hitherto. been, fo.I am perfuaded they ever will be, the fcope and 
« object of my life to come, But alas! fo far am I from having arrived at what I 
aim at, that I am daily convinced I never fhall.. I am fatisfied, that I know no-. 
« thing perfectly; the experience of, each day convinces me of the folly of the con- 
«© clufions I made the foregoing; and upon the matureft confideration Iam brought 
to conclude, that the probable is all we can ever arrive at in our refearches. What 
can I do better therefore, or how. can I be more ufefully,employed, than in en- 
« deavouring to take men off from thofe idle and fruitlefs purfuits after certainty, 
which I am convinced they never will find? Nor does this hinder me from tracing 
out, and even depending upon fome great and fundamental. points. And if thou 
wouldft know what it is that appears to me the moft probable, I anfwer, feeft thou. 
the great frame of the, univerfe, and haft thou confider’d the various and wonder- 
fal. inftances of wifdom. and-contrivance, that are difplay’d in every part of it;. 
and can{t thou doubt. of its being the work of fome all-wife and all-powerful 
caufe? Can fo much ufe and beauty, fo much magnificence and defign, fo much 
regularity and order ftrike us on the contemplation of nature, and we not own 
the author of nature? Can fo many beings exift,, and there be no caufeé of their 
exiftence?, No, it is impoffible not to trace and acknowledge plain and evident. , 
marks of a deity, who formed and direéts this wondrous machine. It muft be 
that we are.all under his government, that we are produced for. fome great pur- 
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pofes; and when we difcover, that not the moft minute and infignificant atom, 
which we fee, but has its ufes, and ferves its peculiar ends, we muft conclude that 
man, the nobleft work of the creation, muft alfo have his. Hence then am I 
led to enquire and confider, what are and what ought to be the great duties of 
« my life. I try the extent of my own and others capacity.. I endeavour to fathom 
“ their underftandings. I examine into the end of our a¢tions, how they may affect 
 ourfelves or others. -I find a light as it were and guide placed in my breatt, 

which, if diligently attended to, direéts me in all important occurrences. I am 
fatisfied, that man is not born for himfelf only, but for the fervice of others, and 
that there is a law, which dire¢ts all to the practice of what is juft, and good, 
and true, planted in every man’s breaft; that human laws only inforce this and 
bind it upon bad men; that the good are not influenced by them, and he that 
attends has no need of any other obligation than what. arifes from hence. Nay 
further, when I confider the nature and formation of man, and that all we learn 
feems to be little more than recollecting what we have been’ apprized of, I con- 
clude, that we have exifted in fome other ftate. And if we have lived before, 
ftill it is more likely (confidering the paffionate defire we have after knowledge, 
and how impoflible it is to fatisfy it in this ftate) that we are defigned for, and 
* fhall exift in another. But I refrain from indulging in this, which to thee may 

appear a vifionary and idle fpeculation, however probable and rational. it may 
“© feem to me.” Here he ended, and 1 would gladly have engaged him in a more 
particular difcuffion. of what he had advanced. He on the contrary defired my fen- 
timents, which not only out of modefty, but prudence, thou wilt imagine I declined 
giving, and fo our converfation broke up. I went away convinced, that the notices 
of the great Oromaspes are wonderfully difplayed throughout the whole univerfe, 
and that the fublimeft truths are eafily difcoverable, when men. make a proper ufe 
ef that moft valuable emanation from him, Rea/on. 
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OrsAMES to CLEANDER. From Heliopolis. 


yN\HE Nile is now rifen. to its greateft height, and the country in every part fills 
the eye of a traveller with wonder and delight, and affords the moft joyful: 
profpect to the inhabitants of A’gypt.. From a pyramid in this town I furveyed 
the diftant furface, where lawns, and fields, and gardens lay undiftinguifh’d in one 
fluid plain; the taller forefts waving in the midft of waters, and the ftately piles 
of Memphis and the neighbouring towns,. with the adjacent pyramids fcatter’d like 
rocks and iflands, to diverfify the charming fcene. You fee in every place life and 
motion, the inhabitants pafling continually hither for bufinefs or pleafure, in boats 
or barges upon the water, or over the banks and caufeways from town.to town. The 
further mountains of Libya rife like a diftant continent feen off at fea; the nearer 
ones, that are continued along the banks of the Nile from the upper Thebais, begin 
here to open and fpread away to the Eaft, and prefent the moft ravifhing land{fcape 
of hills and precipices, intermixed with. lawns and woods, where the cattle sBugasi 
uring 
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during the inundation. My happening to come down from Syene, about the time 
that the banks were to be laid open, contributed much, with the natural chearfulnefs 
of the country, to render my tour agreeable. Upon this occafion, there are certain 
ceremonies obferved with great folemnity and rejoicing: and the prefects of the 
greater diftrits, ufually vifit all the chief towns, through the feveral nomes they 
prefide over, at the cutting of the banks, and are prefent at the folemn feftivals 
held upon that occafion; which they eafily may, a regular cuftom being obferved of 
beginning from the veins of the Nile, and fo proceeding gradually down the coun- 
try, as the inundation directs them, Above Thebes feldom any but the priefts them- 
felves attend. Of this cuftom PHarnuczs took no-notice, when J parted from him 
to fee the cataraéts, and thought to have paffed unobferved the whole way- back to » 
Heliopolis; but about the midway to Thebes upon my return, at a town called 
Cnubis, which is named from the fame god Cnepu, who is worfhipped at Syene, I 
met a {plendid galley, which waited there for my reception, to conduct me to 
Puarnuces. -WhenI had landed at the palace, which fronts to the water, he fa- 
luting me, with his ufual civility faid, you are returned, Orsames, very oppor- 
tunely to fee the ceremonies, that are performed at the cutting of the banks; and I 
fhall accompany you myfelf part of your way, if you wont think it too great a 
delay to grace my parade. ‘This year the river is rifen fixteen cubits, which pro- 
mifes a plentiful increafe. The next morning the galleys were early before the 
palace; and having taken a fhort repofe, we fet out not long after fun rifing. As 
{oon as the oars touched the water, a concert ftruck up of Perfian and A‘gyptian 
mufic, and every thing contributed to make our paflage delightful; the ferenity of 
the air, the brightnefs of the morning, and the calm furface of the water refleCting 
the early beams *, and interfperfed with flowers of the Lotus, refembling a bed of 
lilies. In every place that we {topped at, a black bull with much ceremony was 
facrificed to the Nile. We arrived the day after at Coptos, an + ancient emporium 
for Indian and Arabian commodities. ‘The city ftands a little removed from the 
Nile, but has its keys and warehoufes to the river. {Here Isis, they fay, received 
the firft tidings of Osrrrs’s death, and cut off a lock of her hair for grief, which 
gave occafion to the city being called Coptos, implying in the A‘gyptian language 
Privation. From this town they tranfport their merchandize by camels to the Portus 
Albus, for Arabia and the Indian ifles. Southward from which, along the fhore of 
the Arabian gulf, are the famous mountains, where they dig for carbuncles. Below 
Coptos on the oppofite fide ftands This, the metropolis once of a very powerful 
dynafty,. but now comprehended in the lower Thebais. And here we could difcern 
at a diftance the ruins § of Abydos, one of the royal feats of Memnon. Next is 
the town of Venus and the city of the Crocodiles. Then on the eaitern fide 
Chemmis, which boafts of Perseus’s original: his temple is there encompaffed ina 
grove of palm trees, with a ftately portico of large maffy columns of porphyrite; 
in which are two Coloffean ftatues, and the image of Perseus withing. The priefts 
pretend, that the deity fometimes manifefts_himfelf to them, which is always taken 
for a good omen, and forebodes great plenty to Aigypt. Danaus and Lynceus, 
who went into Greece, were, they fay, of Chemmis; and from them they reckon 
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the defcent of Perszus, who coming into Agypt to bring thither the Gorgon’s head 
out of Lybia, vifited that place, having been informed by his mother of his relation 
to it, and inftituted there thofe athletic games to her honour and his own, which 
were alfo celebrated in Greece; and the two Coloffean ftatues before the temple are 
his great progenitors Danaus and Lyncreus. ‘The particular ceremonies, which [| 
faw practifed every where, would be as tedious to relate, as the various difcourfe 
our voyage furnifhed about the caufes of the Nile’s inundation. Tuates the Mile- 
fian, mentioned in one of your letters, who is remembered here with great-venera- 
tion, accounted for it by the Etefian winds blowing againft the mouths of the Nile 
at this feafon. But though that does not feem to be a fufficient caufe, fince the fame 
would probably then happen to other rivers, where the like winds are known to 
blow ; yet whatever other caufes may fupply fuch quantity of water, whether melted 
fnow from the mountains of AZthiopia when the fun comes over them, or great rains 
falling in remote countries, yet thefe winds may contribute to make the overflow 
more regular and lafting, as they are a balance to the waters, and prevent them from 
running off int6 the fea, till they have fufficiently fertilized the land. At the an- 
cient city of Antaus I parted from PHarnuces, who defired, that one of his barges 
might attend me to Memphis: but as I could no longer enjoy the fame agreeable 
company, I defired to proceed the reft of my journey in a more private manner. 
‘The moft extraordinary part of the ceremonies I faw performed at Nilopolis, a city 
at the lower end of the ifland of the Heracleotic nome *. While the priefts were 
facrificing to the Nile, we faw-of a fudden fix youths-in a ftrange drefs of a fea- 
green colour advancing towards us, pretended to be juft come up from a deep chafm 
mn the adyta of the temple. They joined in the folemnities, finging the praifes of 
the Nile, and reciting the benefit, that their country received from the overflow of 
its waters ; which was to them + their land and water, their lakes and fea. ‘Then 
the priefts folemnly told us, that thefe their fons were in their infancy delivered to 
the nymphs, and had been educated by them ever fince, and bid them declare wha 
they had learnt in thofe fubterranean abodes concerning the nature of the Nile. 
Fhe youths, who were inftructed in their anfwers, gave a fabulous account concern- 
ing the internal ftructure of the earth, and defcribed to us lakes and oceans, that 
are below the fame, as above the furface; and the great rivers, that are loft under- 
sround, and by hidden channels in the depths of the earth conveyed from place to 
place, till at length. they rife again in diftant climates. And thus they affirmed, that 
they themfelves had feen.{ the Nile in a contrary hemifphere, removed from.ours by 
a whole diameter of the globe; and that the river lofing itfelf in a great gulf was 
carried thro’ various ducts and windings. within the vaft abyfs, till at laft it rofe 
again, and gufhed out at the two rocks by Syene, dividing its ftreams from thence: 
to Ethiopia and AKgypt. I confidered this as a. philofophical conjecture of the 

riefts, who are much puzzled themfelves about the fource of the Nile, worked up 
with thefe fabulous circumftances.to difguife their ignorance, and impofe upon the 
vulgar. From Nilopolis I could difcern the towers and obelifcs of Memphis, and 
the fummit of the temple of the fun,. which crowns this city, and ftands confpicuous 
above the other buildings, though Heliopolis. and Memphis both are raifed. by 
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artificial moles a great height above the waters. The mythological doétrines 
about the divinity of the Nile, which I have, learnt among the priefts of this col- 
lege, are no lefs ftrange and confufed, than thofe about its origin juft before-men- 
tioned *. Nile they call Osiris, and the land Isrs, and the fultry heat, which would 
deftroy the fruits of the earth, unlefs the foil was fertilized by the inundation, they 
fymbolize under the name of TypHon. Neprue is the highlands, which the floods 
of the Nile feldom reach to, and is faid to be Typuon’s wife, becaufe they are 
commonly parched with heat. If the floods of the Nile happen at any time to 
reach thefe highlands, then there commonly grow fome few water plants caufed by 
the inundation, and thefe they reckon an uncommon produét, and call them Anubis. 
And they hint all this in the following fable; they fay Osrris begat of his wife 
Isis a legitimate child called Orus, and that he committed adultery with NeprHe 
the wife of Typuon, and had by her the baftard Anusis. Thus I may call the 
religion of the priefts in general a mythological collection or fyftem of antient fto- 
ries, poetically difeuifed, and applied under different acceptations, to allegorize the 
feveral phenomena of nature. Adieu. 
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HIE Athenians are fearce recovered from the greateft confternation they 

have been in during the whole courfe of the war. Whilft they enjoyed an 
imaginary fecurity, and fancied, that the Peloponnefian allies were retired into win- 
ter quarters, an enterprize was formed, which had like to have proved their de- 
{truction, almoft before they could perceive the blow was ftruck. It was nothing 
lefs than a defign to furprize the port Pyraeus, their great arfenal and harbour, which, 
by a ftrange negligence, was unfurnifhed with gallies-to meet an invader, or a 
chain to keep them from entering. The firft circumftance, which made them fufpect 
their danger, was an advice brought them, that a large body of marines was marched 
over land from Corinth to Nifea, a port of the Megaraans, juft oppofite to the Py- 
reeus; and that forty gallies were ready to be launched there upon the firft order. 
But as in popular affemblies, the multiplicity of opinions, that are ftarted, tends 
rather to confound, than direét their counfels, they fpent their time in debating what 
the defign of the enemies fhould be, when they ought to have been preparing to 
oppofe it. The Peloponnefian fleet in the mean time, inftead of failing towards 
the Pyraeus, according to their firft fcheme, turned off to Salamis, furprized a fort, 
took three guard fhips, and wafted the ifland. This alteration of their meafures, 
whether occafioned by a contrary wind, or fome diffentions among their generals, 
proved the fafety of the Athenians, who being alarmed.to the higheft degree by the 
fignals of danger made from Salamis, put a ftrong garrifon in Pyraeus, and fitted 
out fome gallies with all hafte, with which they failed to obferve the motions of 
their enemies. The Peloponnefians being informed of thofe preparations, and not 
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thinking themfelves ftrong enough to venture an engagement, returned to Nifea, 
Now the danger is paft, the Athenians are bufily employed in fhutting up the en- 
trance of the harbour with a chain, ‘and fitting out fome fhips to keep guard 
without. 


The fiege of Plataea is turned into a blockade; the Peloponnefians have drawn 
lines round the city, which are looked upon to be a very fine piece of fortification. 
They confift of a double enclofure, one towards Plataea, to oppofe the fallies of the 
befieged, and another towards the country, to prevent the Athenians from throwing 
in fupphes. The diftance between thefe inclofures, which is fixteen feet, is taken 
up with towers, where the foldiers employed in the blockade are quartered. There 


is alfo a deep ditch filled with water, that is carried round the work. 


Thou muft already be informed of the war juft broke out between Perprecas, 
King of Macedon, and SiTaLces, King of Thrace, in which the Athenians are auxi- 
liaries to the latter. Thou haft probably received advice of it from the governors 
of the Hellefpont, and befides it has no particular relation to the bufinefs of my 
employment here. 


Tam next, noble feribe, to open to thee an affair, which I enter upon with no 
{mall relutance, as well upon account of the perfon it concerns, whofe fortunes, 
honour, and life will be nearly affected by what I fhall lay before thee, as becaufe I 
am fenfible, how unwilling the humanity of thy temper renders thee to reveal what 
muft prejudice another, and how ftrongly at the fame time thy fingular fidelity muft 
be moved at any act of treachery in thofe, that approach the facred perfon of the 
king. To detain thee no longer in fufpenfe, I have difcovered a treafonable corre- 
fpondence of Sacas, the eunuch, chamberlain to the womens -apartment, which J 
came to the knowledge of in the following manner. Upon Pericres’s death, the 
papers and letters relating to the public affairs, which he had in his pofleffion, were 
ordered by a decree of the fenate to be depofited in the archives of the ftate. I 
found means to obtain a fight of them from the {cribe of the affembly, in whofe 
hands they were depofited; and thou mayett imagine, how furprized I was, to difco- 
ver amongift them a correfpondence between Pericres and Sacas, which begun the 
year after the peace made with Cimon, and continued ever fince with little interrup- 
tion. Thou canft remember, that foon after that peace was figned, the Athenians 
fent ambaffadors to the Perfian court, who, as it appears from thefe letters, engaged 
this unfortunate eunuch in the intereft of Athens. He makes {trong profeffions in 
his letters, that nothing could have engaged him in the fervice, but the remembrance 
of his Grecian extra¢tion ; for thou knoweft he was {tolen from the coatt of Eubaa 
by Phoenician pirates, who infefted the figean fea. His letters chiefly turn upon 
the news and ordinary occurrences of the court; but there js ne one point, which he 
inculcates more ftrongly, than the advantages, which Greece may gain by exciting 
the Grecian provinces to revolt, and the facility of putting any fuch proje& in-exe- 
eution. He reprefents, that to ere& principalities in the heart of the Perfian domi- 
nions, under the protection of the Grecian ftates, would-be the furett barrier for the 
latter againft any attempt of the former: that mo of the governors would want 
very little encouragement to fet up for themselves, fome confcious of their own 
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male-adminiftration, others incited from motives of difappointed ambition, or pri- 
yate injuries. ‘That the people harafied out with taxes, and groaning under an op- 
preflive government, would readily join in the revolt; efpecially if fair offers of 
liberty and Grecian protection were jaid before them. He names Arcesrzs the late 
governor of Lydia, and Mazevus the governor of Phrygia, as particularly inclined 
to revolt: that the latter he was well acquainted with, and knew that five hundred 
talents and a fquadron of Athenian fhips would at any time bring him into the field. 
In one of his letters he ufes the following remarkable expreffions: “| When once the 
«“ Gre of fedition is kindled, and blown up into. a flame, it will fpread from one 
«© province to another from the frontiers to the centre of the empire. The Medes. 
«© themfelves may perhaps make a bold ftruggle to recover the monarchy of Afia; 
« for Edo not fay it without good foundation, many of our fatraps cannot forget, 
© that the blood of PHraorres and AstTyaGEs runs in their veins.” ‘The traitor 
not contented with difclofing the counfels of Perfia, would involve the whole em- 
pire in blood and confufion, and overturn the throne of that prince, by whofe good- 
nefs his fortunes were rendered not only eafy but fplendid, and himfelf raifed from: 
aiftate of fervitude to a ftation near the royal perfon. The execrable treafon of 
Sacas, illuftrious minifter, fhould be punifhed with the moft exemplary feverity,, 
and tran{mitted down to our pofterity in the fame ftriking manner with the practices. 
of Arramtus of Zélis againft Athens. That fabtle emiffary was fent into Greece 
with Jarge fums of money to foment the divifions of Athens and Sparta; but his in- 
tricues being difcovered, a brazen column was erected in the citadel of this city,. and: 


the following infcription engraven upon it by a decree of the people: 


~ 


« Aetumtus of Zelis, the fon of PyrHonax, is declared infamous and accurfed,, 
“4 public enemy of Athens and her allies, for having brought the gold of Media 
< into Peloponnefus ; and let all his potterity be’ involved in this execration.” 


LETTER LY. 


CLEANDER to HIPPIAS. 


Engaged lately in converfation with an Athenian, on the fubject of the extra- 

ordinary victories obtained by Greece over Xerxes and his generals.. Surely, 
faid I, there muft be fome fecret enchantment in the found of liberty, which could 
infpire a handful of men with refolution enough to oppofe, and even defeat the 
-formidable millions of Afia. A free people, anfwered he, will always borrow cou- 
rage from defpair. In that important junéture, the Grecians had nothing. to expect 
but from their own valour, and every thing to fear from the power of their ene- 
mies. Inured from their infancy to the toils of war, and the cultivation of a barren 
foil, they were eafily enabled from a fort of conftitutional vigour, to overcome the 
effeminate voluptuaries of the Eaft. Well educated in an honeft fimplicity of man- 
ners, they defpifed and bore up againft the terrible menaces of oppreffion, An un- 
daunted greatnefs of mind is incompatible with fervile reftraint or timorous depen- 
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dance, and the name of country cannot warm the hearts of thofe who enjoy none. 
What reafon has a flave to be prodigal of life? Doesthe event of a battle, decifive to 
the interefts of his lord, grow doubtful? Unconcerned for the iffue of the day, he either 
furrenders to the enemy at difcretion, or endeavours to fly from the danger. As he 
has no reputation to lofe, he confiders that he has none to hope for. He is fenfible, 
that he expofes himfelf only for the fecurity of a tyrant; nor can he expect thofe 
rewards, which are the proper attendants on virtue. ‘Yo fuch an one, a change of 
governors feems abfolutely indifferent, nay, rather defirable; fince he may entertain 
thoughts of bettering his condition under a new mafter, from the impoffibility that 
it can ever be altered for the worfe under any. But who is he, that can rightly be 
prodigal of life? It is the inhabitant of a commonwealth, one jealous of his fame 
and his freedom, and juitly preferring death with honour to life with ignominy. 
As he is an happy man, the apprehenfion of a change. alarms him; he prudently 
guards againft the approach of it, and bravely defends his own and the public wel- 
fare in oppofing it. He then becomes a benefactor to the ftate, and the gratitude 
of the ftate is his due; a gratitude unmixed with the bafe alloy of envy, and flow- 
ing from the hearts of his citizens. “The fubjects of the King of Perfia—Me- 
thinks, faid I interrupting him, I know your fentiment before you utter it: but will 
not the munificence of the king of Perfia toward the vaffals, who diftinguifh them- 
{elves in his fervice, make amends for liberty, and prove as {trong an inducement to 
the laudable exercife of valour? Befides this, the awe of his power is a fpur to 
action, no where to be found in a free republic. You are miftaken, anfwered he; 
laws, as they are fteady and uniform, command a more facred reverence than arbi- 
trary power. ‘The Greeks know what penalties they incur, in offending againft the 
conftitution of their country: the Afiatics are in a precarious fubjection to the hu 
mour of a mafter; and thofe obey with pleafure, but thefe with reluctance. It 
was not intended by providence, that the human race fhould fuffer itfelf to be loaded 
with the fhackles of oppreffion; and the tempers of a people mutt be long and pain- 
fully broken to it, before they can be able to bear it; for nature in this as well a 
other inftances is apt to recoil ftubbornly on the man who warps it. True valour i 
only the companion of liberty; hence is it, that the Grecians in the field of battl 
are animated by an eagernefs to defend their deareft poffeffions, which raifes their 
courage in the very crifis when it is moft wanted. The flaves of Perfia are preffed 
on to fight by the iron rod of arbitrary chaftifement, which extinguifhes every fpark 
of their courage, while they are engaging in a fcene of action that requires their ut- 
moft, In a word, the fear ef punifhment can never maintain its ground againt{t 
the generous enthufiafm of freedom; fince it is not the power of a prince, which 
can force, but it is every man’s zeal for his own prefervation, which mutt excite to the 
efforts.of valour... Lives there a Grecian infenfible, that the intereft of individuals is 
contained in that of the whole. No, and it is the fenfe of this truth, which puis every 
individual on contributing to fecure the whole. This principle, Creanpsr, is more 
extenfive in its influence, than the moft powerful monarch of the earth; and the {pirit 
of liberty will exert itfelf to defend the enjoyments of liberty. Here my Athenian 
ended, and I made no reply. The blood rofe into my countenance upon hearing his 
reproaches: I was vexed at his difregard for the conftitution of Perfia, but afraid to 
betray my peculiar attachment to it, I excufed my confufion however by telling 
him, that I had forgot {ome bufinefs, which was the caufe of it, and appointed to 
give him another meeting. Forgive, deareft Hrppras, the weaknefs of thy brother, 
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if he was much troubled at the feverity of thefe reflections; yet why fhould he 
blame their feverity, when alas! he had more reafon to be troubled at the truth of. 


them? Adieu. 
From Athens. Ce 


i Babe abeR LV FE: 
CLEANDER to HIPPIAS. 


i pbSe next day I faw my friend again, and we refumed the fubjeét of liberty: 
If I miftake not, faid I to him, you feemed to think, the laft time I con- 
verfed with you, that a man of merit could never be fure of his reward under a mo= 
narch; that he was in a precarious fubjeétion, as: you expreffed it, to the humour 
of a mafter: but can any thing be more capricious than the favour of a popular 
{tate ? In Athens, let an honeft citizem have done any extraordinary fervice to day;, 
he knows not but he may be banifhed for it to-morrow. And forafmuch as the 
mind of a multitude is more flux and variable than the temper of a prudent prince; 
a dependance on the efteem of the former muft be much more uncertain, than a con- 
fidence in the goodnefs of the latter. Befide, the jealoufies and particular interefts 
‘ef private perfons will frequently make a great impreffion on the inclinations of a 
whole community. Is the military glory of TuHemisrocres to be difgraced, the 
political wifdom of Pzrreres defpifed, or the upright integrity of ARisTiDEs re- 
viled? The whimfical many, who weigh none of their refolutions in the feale of 
reafon, fall naturally in with the propofition. Thefe admired minifters are degraded), 
and exiled from their country. For what? To make room for the very dregs and. 
refufe of the people; to admit mere demagogues inftead of able politicians, and to 
exchange the true prudence and found eloquence of the one, for the fhallow {chemes 
and falfe oratory of the other. ‘The law of oftracifm, anfwered he, which you would 
infinuate to be fo baneful to the Athenian interefts, is a very excellent and wife in-. 
ftitution, and may be confidered as a ftrong bulwark to defend‘and protect the purity 
of a republican government. It is not lightly nor wantonly put in execution; fince 
there muft be at leaft fix thoufand citizens concurring to the punifhment. Equality 
is the very life of a commonwealth; and you muft allow, that by the maxims of a 
jealous ftate fome alarm may reafonably be taken at fuperior merit. A foul fo ele- 
vated is thought incapable of moderation, and a defire of glory fo paffionate is. 
hardly to be diftinguifhed from a dangerous ambition. ‘The Athenians have always 
been defirous of curbing thofe, who have pufhed themfelves too forward; of re- 
ducing them into the fame rank with their countrymen, from which perhaps they 
were at firft unavoidably advanced by the pre-eminence of their characters, or the 
neceffity of the times.. They. remember the tyranny of Prsisrratus. and his fons, 
who were formerly no more than plain citizens on a level with the reft> they hold 
always in view the fate of Ephefus and other Grecian colonies: they bear in me- 
mory the afpiring temper of Pausanias in Lacedemon, and how were it poffible 
to divine, but that THemrsrocies, ArrsTiDEs, Cimon and Perricies, would em+ 
broil their city in diffention, and treat it in the fame manner. This kind of ba- 
nifhment hath nothing fhameful or difhgnourable; it is not termed the punifhment 
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of iniquity, but is in fact the depreffion of exalted power. It may be ftiled a gentle 
mitigation of envy; for by fixing this difgrace upon a fupreme officer in the com- 
monwealth, the fting of malice can injure “him no ie and the arrows of hatred, 
which were pointed at him, lofe their force. It is a fure method of quieting the 
minds of the people, and prevents them from proceeding to meafures of more vio- 
lence againft the exile. He is fuffered to enjoy his eftate without forfeiture; he 
poffefies the rights and privileges of a citizen, with hopes in the interim of being 
re-eftablifhed in authority. Thus thou mayft obferve, that a man is not at once 
difcarded by this law from the protection of his country; none of the links which 
attach him to her intereft are broken; he need not therefore refort for fuccour to 
the refolutions of defpair. Hence it is, that the perfons, whofe names I have re- 
cited, never entered into any unjuft confederacies againft their native Athens, but 
on the contrary preferved an unfhaken fidelity in its fervice. Again, this cuftom of 
oftracifm hath a further good confequence, that it effectually fecures us from civil 
war and bloodfhed. Are there feveral, who ftruggle at the fame time for fuperiority ? 
Do they endeavour to diftract the commonwealth by different parties? There feems 
no way fo effectual to deliver the conftitution from deftruction, as the fending thofe 
out of its bofom, who can lay no reftraint on their ambition. Hence the Lege of 
the republic is entire; for from the apprehenfion of this law, our confiderable citi- 
zens apply all their abilities to increafe the profperity of the ftate, Radka of fup- 
porting their perfonal power; they ftrive to aggrandize that, and their emulation 
is by this means converted to laudable purfuits. If the people take offence at their 
conduct, they are difmiffed for a term of years in the way already mentioned. They 
have time given them to reflect coolly on their rafhnels, and inftruct themfelves 
from the feeling leffons of experience in the vanity of every competition, except 
that which every honeft man fhould engage in; I mean contending, who fhall moft 
contribute to the welfare of their country. Yes, replied | interrupting him, I un- 
derftand what you mean. The enemies of a great man are pleafed to honour the 
unworthy ends of their malice with the name of political wifdom; and the people 
of Athens are fo good as to indulge them in faying, they were afraid of his ambi- 
tion, when in truth they were envious of his reputation. However, to do you juf- 
tice, you have urged more on behalf of the law, than I ever yet heard, or than I 
believed the matter would bear. But I befeech you, what fufpicion could you pof- 
fibly entertain of Tuemrstocies, who had done fo much to fave the common Iiber- 
ties of Greece; who is even thought to have poifoned himfelf in the court of Ar- 
TAXERXES, becaufe he would not engage in any enterprize to the prejudice of his 
country? What umbrage could the generofity of Cimon give to the Athenians, who 
feems to have been fo ftrongly touched with the principles of benevolence, that he 
would have fcorned to raife “his own power on the ruins of a free See And 
what could you fear from the fanctity of Aristipes, who adminiftered the money of 
all Greece with that difintereftednefs, which becomes a man intrufted with the trea- 
fures of a another ; with that diligence, which one ufually exercifes in the manage- 
ment of one’s own affairs; who gained love and efteem in that office, which is gene- 
rally expofed to odium? Happy Athens! that couldft find a good man zea Sak in. 
thy fervice, after the banifhment of Arrstipes, with whom goodnefs itfelf was ex- 
iled! Surely when fo many, and I may fay, only virtuous minifters have fuffered by 

the law of oftracifm, it is high time to abolifh this wretched tool of faction se fe- 
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dition. A tree may be judged of from the fruit that it produces, and a law may 
be known by the effects derived from it. Without doubt, interpofed he, there is 
truth in what you fay, but it is truth carried too far. No law can be made to fuit 
every particular cafe. The legiflator muft confult for that, which upon the whole 
is right. ‘The wifeft inftitutions are often attended with inconveniences; and can 
you wonder, that the belt law fhould fometimes be followed by the worift mifchiefs ? 
No, returned I with fome warmth, no mifchiefs are to be wondered at in that ftate, 
where a man’s merit, inftead of gaining him the love of his citizens, recommends 
him to nothing but difgrace. Good heavens! can there be a furer fign of univer- 
fal frenzy in a commonwealth, than the punifhing great virtues with a feverity only 
due to the bafeft of vices; and rewarding high fervices and the nobleft atchieve- 
ments with fuch black unthankfulnefs? Are ye not afhamed to punifh this crime by 
law, wherever it is found in private perfons, and yet permit it to remain unpunifhed 
in the public? Could your ftate be tried by any other city, and called to an account 
for its ufage of thefe excellent patriots, your fubtilties would ftand you in no ftead, 
nor could your orators invent an anfwer, At prefent indeed you are fecure from the 
cenfure or refentment of the illuftrious fhades, who were injured by your anceftors. 
No murmurs of complaint are heard amongft them; but notwithftanding their 
tongues are filenced by the neceffity of the grave, all ages and nations will agree to 
curfe the barefaced ingratitude of Athens, Adieu. 


From Athens. @ 


The end of the third year of the Peloponnefian war. 


A. M, 
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Lie ela Dw Bee LVIL 


CLEANDER to Gopryas. From Athens. 


N a former * letter, noble Scribe, I laid before thee fome account of the three 
chief branches of the Athenian conftitution, the fenate of 500, the afiembly of 
the people, and the Areopagus. The fubject is fo far from being exhaufted, that I 
fhall proceed to give thee a further view into the nature of their civil government, 
and the different jurifdictions of the magiftrates. ‘Fhou muft have already obferved, 
that the form of all thefe republican conftitutions is pretty complex, and the legi- 
lative as well as executive power divided into a great number of hands, in order to 
preferve that equality of conditions, and rotation of authority, which they look upon 
as the bafis and chief fecurity of their liberties. 


The nine Archons, with all the other magiftrates of the ftate, enter upon their 
refpective charges the firft day of the month Hecatombzeon, which begins the year, 
and is celebrated with folemn facrifices, and all other expreffions of rejoicing. 


The Archons are elected by lot; but before they are admitted to the exercife of 
their offices, are obliged to undergo a double examination in the fenate and forum, 
and to take a very ftriét oath in the royal portico. “The firft in the commiffion, who 
by way of preherninence is called the Archon, gives name to the year, determines in 
all caufes of wills and legacies, and regulates the diverfions of the theatre. To the 
fecond, (who probably in memory of their kings is ftyled Bafileus) the care of reli- 
gion, the conduct of the priefts, and the infpection of the Eleufinian myfteries are 
committed. The Polemarchus, or general, who is the third, has under his manage- 
ment the difcipline of the troops, and the care of the ftrangers refiding at Athens, 
over whom he exercifes a kind of judicial authority. Six go under the common title 
of Thefmothete, and are the guardians of the laws. It is their duty to fee, that 
none are enaéted, but fuch as conduce to the public good, All controyerfies in mat- 
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ters of trade fall under their cognizance, and they have the honourable diftinéction 
of regiftring public leagues and contracts. If either of the three principal magi- 
ftrates, by reafon of his youth, is lefs fkilled in the laws and cuftoms of his country, 
it is ufual for him to chufe two perfons of age, experience, and reputation, as his 
affiftants, who are called Paredroi. The Nomothete are a thoufand in number. 
Their office is from time to time to infpect the old laws, and if they find any, that 
are grown obfolete, contradictory, or ufelefs, to lay the matter before the people for 
their determination. The Strategoi, or generals of their armies, are ten in number, 
one out of every tribe. They have each a day of command in their turns. I will 
not enter into a tirefome detail of the other magiftracies amongft the Athenians: it 
is fufficient to fay, that they are very numerous, and fhare amongft them the 
different branches. of power, from the care of the public revenues to that of 
regulating the women’s apparel, and providing lights and torches at public enter- 
tainments. 


At the end of the year, the magiftrates, who go out of office, are obliged to give 
in a ftrict account of their conduc to the people. ‘The Areopagus, the Senate, 
the Trierarchs, in fhort every public officer, who is either chofen by lot in the 
temple of TuHeseus, or vored for by the extenfion of hands in the aflemblies of the 
people, is obliged to undergo a fevere examination of his behaviour, before he is en- 
titled either to any honorary mark of diftin€tion, or reward for his fervices. And 
what is much ftronger, the law enjoins, that till he has performed this duty, he fhall 
not be permitted to confecrate his patrimony to religious ufes, make any offering to 
the gods, or be adopted into another family, or even difpofe of his effects by will. 
In a word, the accountable magiftrate can no longer be faid to enjoy the property of 
his poffeffions, but is actually fufpended from a power of difpofing of them, till it 
appears, that he has acquitted himfelf like a good citizen in the fervices committed 
to his care. 


There is nothing deferves more attention in the ‘Athenian conftitution, than the 
nature of their courts of juftice, and the manner of their judiciary procefs. Befides 
what I formerly mentioned of the Areopagus, I fhall here add fome further particu- 
lars relating to it, and fhall conclude with a brief account of their. other tribunals. 
The judges of the Areopagus have three {tated meetings every month; when they 
are met, they divide themfelves into different committees, to each of which a certain 
number of caufes are affigned by lot. They ufe this method of proceeding, that 
every one of the judges being ignorant what particular caufe will be referred to his 
determination, may lie under no biafs from intereft or corruption. Before the trial 
begins, the plaintiff and defendant by folemn oaths call the gods to witnefs the fin- 
cerity of their proceedings. ‘The former is placed upon a filver ftool, called the 
ftool of Injury, the latter upon another, called the ftool of Innocence. ‘Then the 
pleadings begin, which the parties fometimes compofe themfelves, but generally em- 
ploy fome orator to place their arguments in the moft advantageous light. They 
are limited as to the time of fpeaking, and are tied down to {tate only the plain 
matter of fact, and reafon from it, without ufing either rhetorical embellifhments to 
amufe, or moving expreffions to raife the compaffion of the judges. After the caufe 
has been fully heard, the judges give their opinions: thofe, who acquit the defen- 
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dant, caft their votes into a brazen urn; thofe, who condemn him, caft theirs into 
one of wood. When the fuffrages are equal, the fide, which is favourable to the 
prifoner, is always taken. If the cafe is not capital, he names himfelf the punith- 
ment, which he thinks he has deferved, and the judges determine it from his opi- 
nion. The fentences of this court have always been held in the higheft veneration, 
for their exaét conformity to the laws ; and its members are in fuch repute for wif- 
dom and integrity, that foreign {tates have fubmitted their differences to their arbi- 
tration ; particularly the Meffenians made that offer to the Spartans, when thofe two 
{tates were at variance. The Athenians themfelves fay, that let any one of an irre- 
gular diffolute courfe of life be admitted into this court, he immediately lays afide 
his former vicious inclinations, and is adopted as it were into the virtues, as well as 
the number of that venerable tribunal.  Befides the Areopagus the Athenians have 
four other courts, which take cognizance of capital offences, called the Palladian, 
the Delphinian, the Prytanean, and the Phreatian. The frft of thefe was rendered 
by Draco fuperior to the Areopagus, but Souon afterwards leffened its power. The 
number of judges is fifty-one. The Delphinian tribunal fit in the temple of the Del- 
phic Apollo, and try thofe murders, wherein the fac is owned, but the defence al- 
ledges, that the laws gave the accufed a power of committing it, as in the cafe of 
adultery.. The Prytaneum is of a very odd conftitution; and thou wilt imagine I 
am not. in earneft, when I tell thee of what nature the caufes are, which come before 
them. If a piece of wood or ftone, a fword, in fhort any thing inanimate, kills a 
man either by accident, or the direction of an unknown hand, it is tried before this 
court, and upon conviction ordered to be caft out of the territories of Athens. The 
Phreatian court is fo called from an ancient hero, and determines the caufes of ftran- 
gers, who fly out of their own country for murder, and are apprehended within the 
limits of the Athenian ftate. 


Thefe ‘are the courts of judicature for criminal caufes. Thofe for civil are in 
number five; but J fhall not trouble thee with an account of any but the Heliza, 
fo called from its being an open place, and expofed to the fun. The judges of this 
court are appointed by lot out of the body of the people, and their number varies 
according to the exigency of affairs, being fometimes reduced to fifty, and at others 
increafed.to an hundred. The oath they take is very folemn; they fwear by Jupiter, 
Neptune, and Cergs, to give fentence according to the laws and the decrees of the 
people and fenate of Athens, to maintain the prefent conftitution, to take no bribes, 
to hear both fides impartially, and to fuffer no man to be eleéted into any office, 
who has not given in his accounts. The manner of their judicial proceeding is as 
follows : after the caufe has been regiftred in the court by the proper officer, and a 
day appointed for an hearing, the indié&tment of the plaintiff is read by a public 
crier; then the defendant may endeavour to wave off entring upon the merits of the 
cafe, by putting in one of thefe three pleas; firft, that the time, wherein the accu- 
{ation ought to have been preferred, was elapfed; fecondly, that the ficknefs of 
himfelf or principal witneffes rendered it impoffible for him to make a proper de- 
fence; or laftly, that he could retort the indi€&tment preferred againft him upon his 
adverfary. If thefe pleas are either not offered or not allowed, the caufe proceeds in 
the ufual courfe. That the time of the court may not be unneceflarily taken up, an 
hour-glafs of water limits the orations of each, When the pleadings: are Se 
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judges give fentence, by cafting beans into two urns, which are opened, and ama:- 
giftrate ftands with a rod in his hand to number the beans, and decides as they 
come out, The caufe is no fooner determined, than a tablet containing the nature 
of it, and the names of the parties, which during the time of its. being. in: fufpenfe- 
hangs up at a public place, called the heroes ftatues, is ordered: to be taken down.. 
The judges. depofite their fceptres, the badges of their office, at the temple of 
Lycus, and receive the reward of two.or three oboli for their fervice.. 


From this general view of the Athenian: conftitution in its moft diftinguifhed: 
branches, I believe thou. wilt concur with me in.opinion, that were its parts lets 
complex, and the whole modelled into a narrower compafs, it would be not only more 
perfec, but more likely. to be durable. The number of the courts of judicature in 
particular is a great burden to the ftate, as they tend to break. the courfe of juttice,. 
and render the progrefs of it expenfive and troublefome. Many of the poorer fort: 
__ procure themfelves to be elected into thefe tribunals for the fake of the oboli, that 
are paid them, when they have difcharged their office. Sucharbitrators inflame every 
trifling difference, inftead of reconciling it, and add fuel to the litigious and quar- 
relfome temper of theincountrymen. It were to be wifhed, that the-wifdom of their- 
judges was equal to that of their laws ,, but. an account. of them I referve for the: 
fubject of. another letter.. Earewel.. 


Pe. 
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4 Bit laft difpatch,. as it-concerns us very nearly,. adds likewife in the highelt: 
degree to the merit.of. thy. fervices and. the fpeedy return we make. to it from: 
hence will convince thee, that the affair and its confequences:are efteemed.of. fingu-- 
lar importance.. Thy letter, by. the king’s direétion, was: laid before the fupream > 
council of feven; whieh. thou. knoweft. is. compofed of Arrus,.prefident. of. the > 
tribunal of juftice,, Arimaspes the Archimagus, Mreasyzus, Trribazus, treafurer 
of Perfia, AspaTHines, matter. of. the pofts, InrapHErnes, and myfelf. The re-- 
markable manner, in which thou cameft.to the knowledge. of this treafonable corre-- 
{pondence, and the. particulars, which thou haft extracted from the letters themfelves, . 
left us no room to doubt of thy. intelligence, and therefore we laid it as our unani-- 
mous opinion before the king, that.the traitor fhould be immediately. apprehended. . 
At the hour of fhutting the palace-gates, a party. of eunuchs belonging to-the guard: 
of the women’s apartments arrefted Sacas, and fecured his papers. Upon examin- 
ing them it appeared, that fince Pericies’s death he had deftroyed the papers that: 
pafied between them ; there remained only a few letters from Mazeus, but in them - 
was fufficient evidence to convié him, For: in one he exprefly calls Sacas the 
Friend. of Athens,, and in. another defires-him to: tranfmit to Pericies the. terms; on 
which he would rife in- arms againft his fovereign: He was examined the. next day 
before the tribunah of juftice, but behaved with a fullen-referve, till the feverity of 
torture drew from him a confeffion.of his perfidious practices. He would never 22 
6 | induce 
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induced to fay, that any other perfon was concerned with him, except one flave, whom 
he had fent twice with letters to Athens, and poifoned at his return to prevent a dif- 
covery. His ufual manner of conveying his difpatches was; to fend them enclofed 
to a merchant of Athens, one Purto, under a pretence, that they were commiffions 
from the ladies of the palace to purchafe Grecian curiofities. After fo full a con- 
feffion, and the written teftimony of Mazrus’s letters, he was fentenced to fuffer ca- 
pital punifhment, after the laws of Perfia, and condemned to the * Boat. But in the 
night, that preceded the day appointed for his execution, the queen mother, from 
whofe flave he was firft advanced to a low office in the palace gardens, made very 
preffing inftances, that his life fhould be fpared, and himfelf condemned only to a 
perpetual imprifonment at Cyrtaupon the Red-fea.. Several ladies of the palace, parti- 
ccularly Arstnog, the fair Damafcan, united their interefts to hers; and our monarch, 
‘divided between the refpeét, which he always pays to the leaft requeft of his mother, 
and the prevalence, which love has over the moft generous natures, on one hand, and 
the fafety of his empire, and the inviolable obfervance of juftice on the other, has 
‘ordered the execution to be refpited. However the minifters continue to prefs ear- 
neftly, that the laws may take their courfe; and it is urged, that the punifhment of 
Sacas may be a real clemency to others, who otherwife may be incited to renew the 
like practices from obferving, in the prefent cafe, that they are paffed over with im- 
punity. One traitor is however fecured; for a courier is juft arrived with the head 
of Mazeus, the late governor of Phrygia; and orders are difpatched to put to death 
Arcoestes, which he already deferved for his male-adminiftration of Lydia. I will 
not conceal from thee, that thefe executions have occafioned no {mall faction and 
intrigue in the court. The friends of Sacas, and the relations of Mazeus and 
ArceEsTeEs, fome of whom are of the moft confiderable families in the empire, put 
every method in practice, to inveftigate from what quarter thefe treafons were dif- 
covered. But thou mayft reft affured, Creanper, that thy letters are fhewn to none 
but thofe of the fecret council; and no care fhall be omitted, that may contribute 


towards thy fafety, which, as long as I have any influence, fhall be equally fecure 
with my own. 


Pyracmon the Spartan tells me, that an agent from Lacedemon will fhortly 
arrive here, with fuller powers and lefs limited inflructions. If we ever proceed fo 
far with him as to draw up a plan for a league between the Great King and the 
Lacedemonians, we fhall infift, that no peace be made with Athens, till they agree 
to abolifh that article in Cimon’s peace, which reftrains our navigation. Otherwife 
the affiftance we fhall afford them will be real and effectual to their advantage; 
and the obligations they lay themfelves under with regard to us merely nominal. 


* The punifhment of the boat was peculiar to the Perfians, and of a very ftrange nature. hey 
took two boats framed exaétly to fit and anfwer each other. ‘The malefactor, who {uffered, was laid 
down. upon his back in one of them, and covered with the other, in which were holes cut big enougi 
for his head and eyes to appear at. ‘Then they offered him food, which they compelled him to eat by 
pricking ‘his eyes. The*drink they gave him was a mixture of honey and water, pouring it not only 
down his throat, but over his face,-which being kept turned towards the fun, and befmeared with this 
potion, was always covered with vaft numbers of flies and other infeéts. In this teazing and painful con- 


dition the criminal generally languifhed feveral days before he expired, and afforded a moft noifome 
f{pectacle to the by-ftanders. Note by the tranflator. 
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I have orders from the king to acquaint thee, that whenever the fcene of bufinefs 
at Athens requires a lefs particular attendance, thou mayft take an opportunity of 
furveying the moft remarkable parts of Greece, and fend us accounts, as well of the 
general face of the country, as the cuftoms and policies of its different ftates. The 
time and manner of performing this journey are left to thy judgment; but in order. 
to defray any expences it may occafion, and to reward thee for thy late fignal 
fervice, ‘Teripazus the treafurer is direéted to tranfmit to thee 2000 Darics by the 
hands of thy brother the merchant, 


P. 
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CLEANDER to SMERDIS. 


ie a former letter * I told thee of an extraordinary philofopher, who hath ap- 
peared within thefe few years in the town of Athens. And as thy attention muft 
of courfe be raifed to hear, that fo much learning exifts among the Greeks, it is my 
defign in the prefent to give thee an account of fome, who have been efteemed in 
this part of the world for the fuperiority of their wifdom, and the remarkable 
fanctity of their manners. To fay nothing of the Ionic and Italic fchools, which 
in their turns have produced perfons of great eminence and abilities, I fhall entirely. 
confine myfelf to {peak of the feven fage contemporaries of Greece. 


Tuates of Miletus, who is generally counted in the number, was founder of the 
Tonic fect: the reft are Bras and Cxieosuxus of Caria, CuiLon and Myson of 
Laconia, Soton of Athens, and Pirracus of Mitylene. They were fo highly 
refpected by their countrymen, as-to be diftinguithed by the honourable title, which 
I have juft now mentioned. Nor indeed is it to be wondered at, if fuch fingular 
regard was paid to them, fince however deficient their doctrines may feem in more: 
enlightened times, yet methinks a natural reverence is due to thofe, who-firft opened: 
the avenues to philofophy, and were the earlieft improvers of human reafon. The 
particular accident, which is faid to have been the occafion, that this title was be- 
{towed on them, is thus related by the Grecian annalifts. Some Milefian fishers. 
Ahaving taken a filver tripod in one of their nets, were not able to agree among 
themfelves, to whom the property of it fhould belong, and therefore referred the 
matter in difpute to the oracle at Delphi. The oracle pronounced it fhould be 
given to the wifeft man. Accordingly it was fent to THatzs, who modeftly de- 
clined accepting it; and fo it paffed from one to.another of thefe philofophers, tilk 
it_was at laft dedicated by Soton to the god Apotuo. When it was brought to- 
Myson, the perfons charged with it were received by him in the habit of a menial. 
flave working on his own grounds. Happy times of primitive fimplicity, when. a: 
wife man was known by no. other token than his virtue ! neal 
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I proceed to Tuates. He was born in the firft year of the thirty-ffth olympiad, 
and was the moft celebrated geometrician, naturalift, and aftronomer of the age he 
lived in. But I fhall not prefent him to thee, Smerois, in any one of thefe regards; 
and chufe rather to confider him in the capacity of a moral teacher. For as thou, 
in the chara¢ter of a religious inftruétor, art more verfed in precepts for the conduc 
of life, than the idle refearches of fcience; {fo thow art. better pleafed with’ the 
profeffors of the former, than the latter. Tuaxes, having received feveral queiftions 
from Amasis, the king of Aigypt; fent him the following anfwer to each’ of them: 
«© Wouldft thou be informed, what is oldeft? ’Tis God, becaufe he is a being from: 
“eternity. Wouldft thou know, what is greateft? ’Tis fpace, becaufe the world 
“ contains all things, but that contains the world. Wouldft thou be fatisfied, what 
is faireft? "Tis the earth, becaufe it is exquifitely contrived and difpofed. Wouldft 
thou be told, what is wifeft? ’Tis time, ‘becaufe'it difeovers the mot fecret trant. 
actions. Wouldft thou be acquainted, what is‘common'to all men? ’Tis hope; 
for when every poffeffion is gone, that abides with us, Doft thou'afk, what is 
beft? It is virtue, for it fweetens the enjoyments of life. “Doft thou afk, what is 
worlt ? It is vice, for it corrupts every good. Doft thou enquire, what is ftrongeft ? 
“ “Tis neceffity, becaufe that alone is invincible. Doft thou enquire; what is moft 
““ agreeable? ’Tis to obey the dictates of nature, and purfue the énds fhe “has 
marked out.” Ashe had fpent the beft part of his: paternal ‘fortune in literary 
purfuits, his friends reprimanded him one day feverely for his negle& of it; but he 
told them, that a wife man was always rich, while a rich man had feldom the hap- 
pinefs to be wife. And upon their afking him, what advantage he had reaped from 
his acquirements in knowledge, he anfwered, heiwould foon give them a remarkable 
inftance of it. In fhort, having forefeen by fome phyfical obfervations, that it 
would be a fruitful year, he bargained with the inhabitants of Miletus for the pro- 
duce of their olive-trees in the enfuing feafon.» From thefe he extracted’ a large 
quantity of oil, the profits of which proved a confiderable revenue to him. When 
his acquaintance came to congratulate him on this fuccefs, he generoufly diftributed 
his gains to the neceffitous, adding, that it was the duty of a philofopher to efteem 
money at a low rate. They tellof him, thatin a conference, which he held with 
a philofopher of Priene, relating to his extraordinary’ method of calculating the 
proportion, that the fun’s body bears to the orbit he defcribes in his annual courfe, 
the Prienzan admiring the acutenefs of Tuates. and the beauty of the invention, 
intreated him to command any reward, which it lay in. his power to beftow on him; 
but Tuates made him this anfwer, “ I require no other reward from you, than 
‘* that you fhould not arrogate to yourfelf the credit of the invention; but if ever 
“ you. impart it to others, inform them of thé true author: The wifeft men-are by 
no means contemners of glory; much Jefs fhould I, who am very far from the 
pofleffions of wifdom, be pleafed with any man, who would unjuftly ufurp to 
himfelf the honour of thofe difcoveries, which might otherwife redound to my 
own reputation.” A queftion was one day put'to him, whether it were poffible 
for aman.to conceal his actions from the gods : “* Impoffible, faid he, becaufe they 
“« are even acquainted with our thoughts.” » He ufed to thank providence for three 
things, that he was born a reafonable being, and not a brute;’a man, and not a 
woman; a Greek, and not a Barbarian. _His!love of liberty and. independence was 
fuch, that during his refidence in the palace of Amasis, he made himfelf obnoxious 
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+o the minifters by, the-frecdom-and: boldnefs of: iis: converfation. » In-particalar he 
exprefled, his abhorrence off, tyranny: fo -ftrongly, -that.it gave offence: to the king, 
who. could.never, be. ealy, till he had fent him away with fome notable: marks of ‘his 
difpleafure. The, refleétion which chiefly enraged them, was. this, ‘that of -all 
‘6 wild beafts a tyrant, is the worft,and-of all tame beafts a flatterer.” - “Vhus was 
Tuabes. an.excellent philofopher,, but.a-bad courtier! ‘Lhis however. happened for- 
tunately.for Greece,. fince-by that means he was forced back. into: his:native country, 
which. he.enriched with.tholé-invaluablereafures of; learning, that-he brought from 


Egypt. 


Bras was defcended of a noble'family in Priene.. He had a ‘natural talent for 


-eloquence, which, he fo improved by: practice, that his name as an orator grew fa- 
mous, over all).Greece....To, telh.a: pleader, that: he had performed’ at the bat of a 


court of juftice like Bras,of-Priene, wasformany years thought the higheftcompli- 
ment, that-could have decently been paid to'anysone.. The moft remarkable ftory, 
that is. told of him, I: find-to; be this. When Arpys, who fucceeded: Gyczs on the 
‘throne of Lydia,, took the city:of Priene by ftorm, and. was juft preparing to give 
it up to the plunder.of his foldiers,.-the inhabitants were diligently employed’ in re- 
moving their effects, In the midft of this general confternation, Bras alone appeared 
not concerned forthe. event ; and: being admonifhed: by fome of his acquaintance to 
follow their example; he immediately anfwered:them, “ You are miftaken, if you 
<< think Iam unmindful.of my. affairs; for all that is mine I carry with me.” There 
‘is one precept of his, which bears, hard upon his: character, viz. “.That we fhould 
<< ever behave towards. an enemy; as.if he: might become our friend; and towards 
“ a friend, as if-he. might become our enemy.” » The firft:part of it, which regards 
our. conduct to. an enemy, is) a-wife and rational reflection ;. but the laft part, that 
regards our conduét to.a friend, feems deftructive of focial happinefs and the plea- 
fure refulting from the unreferved: overflowings of affection. ‘The different circum- 
ftances and cafualties of my. life, venerable Smerpis, (and furely various are the 
trials I have undergone) never gave-me occafion, I confefs to thee, to believe it a 
neceffary maxim. This.conclufion -however thou wilt: naturally draw from: it, that 
the philofopher, who imparted: this: fevere advice to the world, muft have entrufted 
the fecrets.of his heart to.a, man, who proved afterwards perfidious; and. the rather, 
becaufe one would. imagine, that:nothing could have extorted' it from him, but his 
own fatal. experience of the corruption.and ficklenefs of human-nature. How much 
better, is the generous principle of his countryman Creosu.vs, that * Enemies are 
** to be reclaimed by ia gentle forbearance, and friends to: be preferved by a cordial 
‘“< benevolence!” The life of this) philofopher was not diftinguifhed: by any intereft- 
ing events. Itis known of him: in igeneral, that he lived happily in the office of 
principal magiftrate in his city, and was bleffed by providence with an’ extraordi- 
nary daughter, She was a celebrated compofer of znigmas, many of which’ fhe 
fent into Agypt to be folved by: the fagacity of the learned. ‘Though her father 
‘was very attentive to the management of his paffions, yet fhe was: of great fervice 
to him in moderating thofe unguarded ftarts’ of! anger, which’ were apt to break 
from him 5 a.circumftance the more agreeable to CLEopuius, as it: was accompanied 
with all the amiable fimplicity of -realetendernefs.and duty! 
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Cutton poffeffed the dignity of ‘an’ Ephorus in Laceda@mon. Being afked by 
fEsop the fabulift, what he thought moft difficult, he replied, “ to keep a {ecret, 
“ and to bear an injury.” He wrote a letter to Perranprr of Corinth, in which 
he told him, that “ it was-impoffible for a tyrant to be fafe; and he might efteem 
« himfelf fingularly fortunate, if he died peaceably in his bed.” In his ‘old age he 
declared among his intimates, that he was not confcious he had ever done any thing 
inconfiftent with his duty,.except that ‘in ‘a conteft between one, whom he loved, 
and another, whom he had no regard for, he was unwilling to determine either 
again{t his friend or the law, and fo perfuaded him to appeal to a different tribunal, 
where he might hope to be acquitted.. How few are there, who like Curion, at 
the clofe of a long life, can: accufe their judgment but once of being warped by 
partiality! 


Myson. was an inhabitant of the town of Chena. Notwithitanding his father 
was governor of the place, he feems-to have neglected thofe honours, to which his 
birth and rank did naturally call him, and to have retired from the noife of: public 
bufinefs to his little farm,, confining himfelf to the culture of his lands, and the 
improvement of his. own: mind. 


I’ come now to Soron: Were I'to give thee a particular’ account of his inftitu- 
tions, this letter: would fwell into a volume; nor will:I endeavour to defcribe to thee 
the rapturous veneration, which the Athenians. pay to his memory, fince an attempt 
of that fort could only prefent thee with a faint idea of it.. Befides, thou maytft 
perceive it is-no part-of my defign, to confider him asa wife law-giver or a fuperior: 
politician, but as-he ftands on an equality with the reft of thefe {peculative philofo- 
phers. Having met with innumerable croffes, which ufually difturb a cood man in 
republican. governments; Soton was rather forced by the neceffity of the times, 
than tempted by. his:curiofity,-to travel into Egypt. However 'while he ftaid there, . 
ke made. himfelf well acquainted with the knowledge of the country.. On his return: 
to Athens, he found Prsistratus invefted with the fupreme authority; and though: 
he was his ‘neareft relation, yet he vigoroufly oppofed each of his arbitrary meafures. 
He told his: countrymen,. that’ ‘* in afferting their. common liberties, he thought 
« himfelf. wifer than fome among them, and braver than others; wifer than  thofe,. 
« who fufpected ‘not the intentions of’ Priststratus,.and braver than’ thofe, who> 
« fufpected them, but timoroufly concealed their fentiments.” He ufed to fay, , that 
“laws are like ‘cobwebs; they entangle the weak and men of low condition,. but 
‘ the rich and the:powerful break. through them.” ' The ftory of his conference: 
with ‘Crorsus on the fubyect of happinefs, is well known from the large account of 
it, that hath been lately publifhed in the Clio of Hzropotus.. J imagine a copy of: 
that excellent hiftory muft have penetrated’into Badctria; and therefore I will not 
trouble thee with: a tedious repetition of what is theré ‘recited, nor fpoil its beauty 
by contracting it:. Soton, in order. to prevent the abufes, which might arife from 
the extenfive power of the people, created a council of four hundred to be choien 
out of the tribes, who were.to examine every propofition, before it was oficred. to» 
the ‘general affernbly for their determination.’ On this head Anacuansis the Scy-- 
thian fage made a lively remark to: him; . ‘Methinks,’ ‘faid’ he,“ it is a ftrange 
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*< difpofition of your, affairs, that -you fhould,fuffer wife men. to debate, and leave it 
* to fools to decide.” ) 


Pirracus was a man: of remarkable fteadinefs in his conduct. He killed.the 
tyrant, who oppreffed his country, and for that, gallant action..the -people. of :Mi- 
tylene fubmitted themfelves of their. own accord. to his authority... He governed 
them for ten years with furprizing lenity; and when they begun:to grow weary of 
him, he abdicated the regal office.. He would frequently exclaim, ‘* How difficult 
<< is it for a great man to be honeft?” Without doubt, he had. experienced, that the 
life of a prince was one miferable round of diffimulation ; and that it was fometimes 
more neceffary to fatisfy the exigencies of ftate-policy, than the diétates of con- 
{cience. He exhorted his friends to fecure a retreat within their own bofoms, and to 
fly from the troublefome croud of flatterers, which furrounded them, to that engag- 
ing folitude.. He ordered a wheel to. be. placed.in the. temple, at..Mitylene, as an 
emblem of the uncertain courfe of fortune and viciffitude of ;things. 


I have now laid before thee, venerable. Smrrpis, fuch material particulars, as I 
have been able to colleét, relating to the lives and characters, of the wife men. . Nor 
can it have efcaped thy penetration, that in the maxims, which I have cited from 
them in the courfe of my letter, they. have touched, upon thofe leflons of wifdom, 
which are the moft improving, and conveyed them, to the underftanding of others 
with the cleareft brevity. At the fame,time it mutt be owned, that the fentences I 
{peak of, though they are certainly very precious remains, of their opinions, are yet 
far from compofing any regular and. confiftent. fcheme.of philofophy. Hence. is it, 
that the doétrines of)the Grecian fages {warm with various contradictions, while 
fome have rejected with difdain; what others fupported with obftinacy... How little 
then can any or all of them be compared: with the infpired prophet of the Eaft! If 
thefe had the happinefs. to be bleffed with any. faint dawnings of the. light of reafon ; 
ZOROASTER enjoyed it in its full force and luftre. _ If thefe laid down any rational 
principles of conduct in human life; Zoroaster underftood the relations of duty, 
and revealed. a noble fyftem of; morality., If thefe were eminent. among their citi- 
zens for philofophical aufterities ; ZoRoasTzR may be confidered.as a perfect pattern, 
of virtue... If thefe inveftigated any truths in the knowledge of nature; ZoRoasTER 
was acquainted with all her fecret wonders and mightieft operations. . If thefe, when 
they worlhipped that immortal power, who is the provident artift, and. wife governor 
of the univerfe, confined themfelves, to the petty limits of a temple made with 
hands, and offered. facrifices.on altars of their own erecting; ZoROASTER taught, 
that the temple of Oromasbes was infinite fpace, that his altar was the earth, “the 
air, and the heavens. If thefe. were of fervice to.one corner. of mankind, to their 
native cities, and. the narrow diftricts of their. own communities 5 the religion of 
ZoROASTER was not fixed. to.one place. or fociety, of men; it has made’. its. way 
through innumerable ‘nations of the world. To conclude, the philofophers, like the 
gods of Greece, were partial, in their knowledge, {elfith in: their purfuits, unfettled 
in their conduct, contentious in their natures, mean.in their affections; ZOROASTER, 
like his own deity, the great OromasDEs, was boundlefs in-knowledge, extenfive in 
benevolence, uniform in. his conduct, undifturbed, in..his;.natuse, refined in his 
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affections. In a word, the former were only fitted to perplex the reafon, and divide 
the hearts of their countrymen; while the latter was born to clear and improve the 
one, to enlarge and unite the other. Adieu, 

From Athens, C, 
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CLEANDER to MeGasyzus. From Athens; 


H“42 I not received thy commands to lay. before thee fome account of the 
military difcipline of the Greeks, I fhould never have ventured to addrefs my 
remarks on that fubje& to fo confummaté a captain, who by long experience in 
the duties of a foldier, and the warlike arts of different nations, muft anticipate 
every thing, that can be offered, on a fcience, which the ablett general now living 
might be proud to learn under thy enfigns. But my defire to gain an infight into 
every particular in the Athenian policy and cuftoms, from whence the Perfian mi- 
niftry could expect information, has induced me to extend my enquiries to a part 
of knowledge, which would otherwife have lain out of my fphere. I hall therefore 
endeavour to comply with thy orders, by fending thee fuch obfervations, as I have 
either had an opportunity of making myfelf, or collected from the difcourfe of the 
beft officers amoneft the Athenians, whofe taétics throughout this letter I have kept 
principally in view. 


The military force of this republic, and indeed of all the other Grecian ftates, 
is compofed of three forts of troops, citizens, allies, and mercenaries. The former, 
thou mayft imagine, are held in the higheft degree of efteem, and mott relied upon 5 
the latter being expofed without concern, and never trufted without neceflary cau- 
tions ; and fince their attachment to the caufe, for which they fight, is owing to 
motives of conftraint or profit, their fidelity is fometimes fufpected. 


The young Athenians are early trained up to arms; at the age of eighteen they 
learn the military exercifes under the infpection of able mafters, and enure their 
bodies to fupplenefs and fatigue, by frequenting the ftadia and wreftling fchools. 
At twenty their names are entered in the public regifter, after taking a folemn oath 
in the temple of AcRaAuLEs, by which they oblige themfelves “ to fight till the 
“* Jaft gafp for the intereft of religion and the ftate, in conjunion with their fellow 
“citizens, or even alone, if occafion requires; to encreafe the profperity of their 
“* country; to obey the laws enacted by confent of the people; and to oppofe with 
“* all their might thofe, who fhall attempt to alter the conftitution.” ‘When this 
ceremony is performed, the young men are looked upon as members of the com- 
monwealth, enjoy all the privileges, and are liable to all the duties of citizens ; 
amongft which that of appearing in arms, whenever the voice of the people requires 
their fervice in the field, is none of the leaft: but in order to enure them to the 
difcipline and fatigues of war, they take their turns by detachments to mount euard 
in the citadel, Pirzeus, and other forts of Attica, for two years, before they are 
fent upon any expedition abroad. The ee infantry, in which the ie of 

their 
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their armies confifts, is made up of Hoplitai, Pfiloi, and: Peltaftai, The firft are 
heavy-armed foldiers, who engage with long {pears, broad fhields, and cutting fwords. 
The fecond are light-armed men, who fight with arrows, darts, and flings, and are 
laced either in the van to begin an engagement, or on the flanks of the wings, to 
gall the enemies cavalry, and prevent their breaking in. The Peltaftai are a fort of 
troops between the two former, fo called from the narrow targets which they wear. 
Thefe again are divided into bodies of thoufands, hundreds, and fifties each, com- 
manded by their proper officers, the Chiliarchs, Hekatontarchs, &c. To each 
company of 120 men 4 fubalterns are affigned; the lieutenant, whofe poft is in the 
rear, the enfign, the trumpeter, the crier, who gives the word of command, and 
the fatler, who fupplies the men with, neceffaries, and. waits upon them. The 
‘Athenian officers all affure me, that amongft the many advantages their troops have 
over thofe of the Eaft, they reckon thefe fub-divifions to be one of: the principal. 
By this means the men perform their exercifes with more exactnefs and uniformity, 
move with greater quicknefs, attack with greater force, and have a larger number 
of officers to watch over their conduét in their quarters, as well as encourage and 
dire@ them in a day of battle. Over the foot are placed ten camp-mafters, with 
the title of Taxiarchoi, chofe by each of the* tribes; they command under the ge- 
neral, [who is always one of the Strategoi elected annually by the people] the 1n- 
fantry of their refpeCctive tribes, give orders for the marches, review the men, puntth 
them for their mifdemeanours, and regulate the diftribution of victuals to every 
foldier. ‘The cavalry are divided into fquadrons under their proper officers, two of 
whom are called Hipparchoi, and have the fame jurifdiction over them as the Taxi- 
archoi have over the foot: but the Grecian cavalry is not very numerous; and in 
this refpect I fhould think the Perfian armies were far their fuperiors, when they have 
generals at their head, who know how to make ufe of fo material, an. advantage, 
The + Hippeis or horfemen at Athens compofe the fecond order of citizens, and are 
- required to have a certain annual revenue, and to maintain a horfe at their own 
charge; but they do not amount to 1200 at the moft. The Lacedemonians are 
likewife but indifferently fupplied with cavalry; the beft of theirs comes from Sciros, 
a town not far diftant from Sparta. Indeed a very natural reafon is to be affigned 
for their deficiency in this branch of their armies; for as Attica and Peloponnefus 
are mountainous and rough countries, there is no opportunity or encouragement to 
train up a breed of horfes for the fervice; and thofe they have can be of little ufe 
in military operations from the fituation of the ground. ‘The cayalry of the Thef- 
falians, who poffefs large and extended plains, is moft efteemed, and therefore hired 
by the reft of the Grecians to fupply that defe&t amongft themfelves. The cuftom 
of paying foldiers was introduced here by Pericies: before his adminiftration every 
citizen ferved at his own expence; now a foot foldier receives 3 oboli a day, and a. 
horfeman a drachm; but upon particular occafions. this ftipend is encreafed.. 


*-Their names are the Kgean, the- Ereéthian, the Cecropian, .the Pandionian, the Acamantian,; 
Antiochian, Leontian, Oenian, Hippothoonian, and Ajacian.. The reader may fee in PorTer’s 
Antiquities the feveral divifions of thefe tribes into Demot_or boroughs. Note by the tranflator. 


+ The Athenians were divided into three orders: the firit were worth soo medimns.of liquid and 
dry commodities ; the fecond 300; the third 200: the reft were allowed to vote, but not to bear offices 
in the'ftate..\ This was-an inflitution of Soron.. Note by the tranflator. 
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Thou muft have obferved of the Grecian armies, that they are not formidable fo 
much for their numbers or even courage, as individuals, as for the excellent difct- 
pline, which prevails among them, and that warm love of glory and their country, 
which, animates every man in the army from the highelt officer to the meaneft foldier. 
Their courage without the former would only expofe them to danger; without the 
latter they would want the moft powerful motive to diftinguifh themfelves, Their 
evolutions are contrived with deep penetration, founded’on practice anda ftudy of 
the military art, which is unknown to the rude undifciplined multitudes of the Haft, 
who are dragged out of the villages to recruit our armies, and urged on by blows 


and fcourges to the attack. 


When the Grecians would break the adverfe battalions, they ‘throw themfelves 
into the form of a wedge, which the enemy, if they underftand their bufinefs, receive 
in a koilembolon, or pair of fheers, which intercepts and breaks ‘the force of the 
rhombus. When they would receive or give a regular onfet, they form in a body of 
16 in flank, and soo in front, prefenting on all fides a firm impenetrable phalanx. 
When they would enter defiles or ftraits poffefled by an enemy, they extend their 

les in the fhape of a worm, from whence the figure receives its name: in fhort no 
one incident can happen in a day of battle, for which they have not invented a pro- 
per motion; unlike the armies of Perfia, potent Lord, thou well knoweft, who rufh 
on tumultuoufly with hideous cries, and place their whole dependance upon the fury 
of the firftattack. If that fails them, their courage abates, their ranks grow difor- 
dered, the officers are unable to give orders in the confufion that enfues; and if the 
enemy give one brifk pufh, they betake themfelves to a fhameful flight. 


The fcience of attacking and defending towns is much improved in this-country 
fince the invafion of Xerxzs, when the Spartans, after the defeat of Marpontus, 
could not force a body of Perfians, who had taken refuge in fome wooden fortifi- 
cations, till the Athenians marched to their affiftance. The long duration of the 
fiege of Platza has contributed towards a variety of new works and machines, that 
are daily brought into practice; whereas before their ufual method was to draw up 
their army in the form of a tortoife, and give a general ftorm, or elfe batter the walls 
with the ram, and then fend a party to enter by the breach. I have hitherto confined 
myfelf to the difcipline of the land armies; but as the chief pride and fecurity of 
Athens confifts in the number and goodnefs of her fhips, and the experience and 
(kill of her feamen, thou mayft expect from me fome remarks on that part of her 
military force. In a former letter to * Gosryas I mentioned the claffes of 1200 rich 
citizens chofen out of each tribe, upon whom the expences of all the naval prepara- 
tions are laid. ‘Thefeclaffes are divided into companies of fixteen each, who unite to 
fit out a trireme; but there feems to be fomething unjuft in the law upon which this 
practice is founded. Every citizen, from the age of twenty-five to forty, is ranked in 
one of thefe companies; and whether he has a revenue of 200 talents, or of two, Is 
obliged to contribute equally in equipping a fingle thip. Now it feems highly unrea- 
fonable, that the poffeffors of plentiful eftates fhould contribute no more than others 
towards the public expence; and that the citizens of fmaller fortunes fhould be bur- 
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dened with as large’ an affeflment, as the more opulent: and yet the law, as it ftands 
at prefent, is liable to thefe objections, and 1 think it would be very meritorious in 
any of their * orators, to propofe a new regulation. The Athenians man their gal- 
lies, according to their refpective rates, with a due proportion of foldiers and failors.. 
The former are generally heavy-armed, for they endeavour to come to boarding as. 
foon as poffible, and by engaging hand to hand bring it as_near as is practicable to a 
land fight. The failors are made up of mariners, who manage the fails and tackling, 
and rowers; both compofed of citizens, contrary to the practice in other countries, 
where the latter are always flaves. Amongft the Athenians they divide them into 
three orders; thofe in the uppermoft benches are called Thranitai, thofe in the middle 
Zeugital, thofe in the lower Thalamitai. The firft have the largeft pay, fince by the 
diftance of the water, and length of their oars, they undergo more fatigue and dan- 
ger than the others. ‘The officers on board a fleet, befides the admiral and his lieute- 
nants, are the Trierarchs or captains of fhips, who have under them the mafter or 
pilot, the Keleuftes or boatf{wain, who direéts and places the rowers, and the Logiftes 
or purfer, befides other fubalterns. 


Having thus fubmitted to thy cenfure an imperfect effay on the Grecian tactics,. 
permit me, illuftrious minifter, to impart my thoughts with boldnefs on a fcheme, 
“which has often occurred tome. Since our royal mafter has feen peace in his days, 
he has done a great deal towards healing the loffes, and reftoring the honour of the 
empire.- But might he not put the finifhing ftroke to fo glorious a work, by allow- 
ing penfions out of his treafury to any able officers and engineers, who would travel 
over Greece, and ftudy the art of war, which begins to arrive at a degree of perfec- 
tion and refinement unknown to former ages? Some might in difguife take plans of 
the principal cities, enquire into the ftrength of each fate, furvey the fituation of the: 
country,.and find out the proper places for encampments, furprize, or difembarkation, 
Others fhould, enlift in the troops, which now conteft the dominion of Greece, en- 
deavour to gain the efteem of the generals, and be prefent at and take a journal of 
every action. When they return home, the king might reward them proportionably 
to the diligence of their enquiries, and the importance of their remarks. They 
fhould then be’ difperfed over the provinces, to difcipline the troops, and fortify thofe 
cities and paffes, which are efteemed the keys of the empire. I know it is fufficient 
to mention this project to thee, potent Satrap; nor need I enlarge upon the encreafe 
of real. ftrength.to Perfia, of reputation to her arms, of glory to our prefent mo- 
narch, and of luftre to the miniftry of Mecasyzus, which would be the. infallible 
confequences of it. Farewel. | 


~; 


* This was afterwards done by DEMOSTHENES. See, the oration. api S7eoavs, wherein both the: 
laws are inferted. 
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SMERDES to CLEANDER. 


HE more I confider human: nature, the more I find it unable to bear the agi- 

tations of love, grief, or indignation in filence, or under the cover of tranquil- 
lity and chearfulnefs. In fuch circumftances the affections will force their way; we 
muft vent our groans to the rocks, and pour out our complaints to the fenfelefs and 
inanimate part of the creation, if we are afraid to entruft them with the rational and. 
thofe of our own fpecies. Men of narrow minds, who have wanted generofity enough 
to. gain a friend, or of fickle minds, who have wanted fedatenefs enough to fix one,, 
muft frequently have. recourfe to foliloquies in retirement, when toffed to.and fro by. 
the hurricane of paffion. But for my own part, I thank the gracious ORomaspss, 
that he has given me a warmth of temper, as well as ftrength of underftanding, 
fufficient to make me zealous in cultivating a ftrict correfpondence with the wife and 
faithful CLeanper, in whofe bofom I may depofit every undifguifed thought and 
difquieting apprehenfion. Let me open myfelf to thee without referve on the ftate 
ef the Bactrian {chools, and the indolence of our order. It will not furprize thee, 
that I blame their faults; for thou art too well acquainted with my integrity, to ima- 
gine me capable of approving thofe corruptions, which the fanguine would pro- 
nounce it my duty to palliate, and the cautious would think it my intereft to 
maintain. 


Our mighty prophet Zoroaster received numberlefs favours from the great Da- 
R1us, in whofe memorable reign he appeared. The erudition.and fandtity of the 
order, which he reformed, occafioned the bountiful encouragements and large re- 
venues,. which were beftowed onus by the monarchs who fucceeded him. They. 
thought our attention to rectify the religious notions, and improve the reafons of our 
followers, qualified us. to inftrué the youth of the empire in. philofophical fpecu- 
lations: they thought the reclufenefs of our condition and the purity of our lives 
enabled us.to. curb their appetites, and refine their practice. In our hands. therefore 
the heirs of noble families and the hopes of the kingdom were placed. 


By this means they: conceived,. that, notwithftanding the alterations in our govern: 
ment and manners, the lofs of the ancient fchools. would be repaired, fimplicity. 
preferved in thofe who are furrounded with fuperfluities, and continence amid{t 
every incitement to tranfgrefs. I need not enlarge on thefe miftakes, which are 
obvious, and, however abfurd in themfelves, are too ferious in their confequences 
to be ridiculed. 


Alas! the ignorance of the world, which we are generally brought up in, and 
which has prepofteroufly raifed our reputation both as obfervers and. teachers of mo- 
rality, introduces more faults amongift us than it faves us from; and inftead of fub-- 
duing or extinguifhing the paffions, it only cuts out another channel for them.. 
Though our defire of reputation be checked, and our vanity conftrained to act in 
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a narrow fphere, we give a loofe to pride, and look down on the ufeful part of fo- 
ciety with an infolent fcorn. Though we have few opportunities of fhewing our 
obftinacy in action, yet we are ftr angely tenacious of opinions; and though we are 
clear of thofe vices, which arife from promifeuous converfation, we fall into. the low 
habits, that attend a want of it.——-Believe me, my Ephefian friend, there is no 
error, which carries lefs the appearance of truth, at the fame time that there is 
none more deftructive of magnanimity, thanthis, that “ not to have met with temp- 
“ tation, is to have acquired virtue.” But if it was the intention of providence, 
that virtue fhould be the effet of good fenfe and experience united, it is then in- 
cumbent upon us, who are to educate a nation, to have known the world, and 
ftrugeled' with its infinuating allurements. What though we-be cuilty of miftakes 
at firft fetting out, neither ourfelves: nor our neighbours fhould defpair ‘of us; we 
muft purfue our journey, take care to be informed’ better of the right’ track; and 
after having followed it, our advice to the young adventurers in life will be received 
with more reverence, when it proceeds from a fobriety not natural and phlepmatic, 
but painfully and dangéroufly acquired. Such men would’ be far ‘advanced in ‘the 
way to perfection; for though to learn wifdom from the fufferings of others be the 
higheit point of it, yet it requires no fmall fhare of underftanding to take warning, 
and to give it, in confequence of our own. | Such men might be ‘faid® in truth to 
have the government of: their paffions, might be efteemed:thafters in the art- of 
education; and having tried what the world is, would be fit ‘inftructors for thofe who 
are to live In it. It were to be wifhed therefore, that while fome of us are employed 
in contemplating and explaining the divine volume of Zerpusnt, others fhould be 
employed in the Noth fervice, in travelling abroad, and enriching themfelves 
with the fruits of their enquiries into men and things; and that all of us, at a certain 
age, in recompence for the fupport we had received from the colleges’ of Balch, 
ould be recalled, and obliged to fpend the reft of our days in forming the youth 
of Perfia. We might then hope to fee'the inftitution of this place much amended, 
Inftead of teaching chicanery, evafion, and pofitivenefs mm our fchools; the found 
principles of policy and juftice would be fet forth: inftead of a {crupulows’attach- 
ment ‘to forms enforced by the terror of an unmanly difcipline,’ we ‘fhould behold’ a 
general regard to good breeding, candour, and philofophy arifii& from’ an inward 
regulation of temper and: a well-turned mind,’ No man would enjoy the penfion 
defi igned for: the diligent, who was not fomehow or other interefted im the great 
work; and it might be found poifible, however it may feem otherwife at prefent, 
for the oldeft and moft venerable of our order to ‘conver fe with their difciples, and 
ot betray themfelves into 'the extreme of an unmeaning dignity, or a low familiarity. 
conducted and improved m the opening of life, the youth would no longer 
at our fave counfels with the giddinefs of children, ,nor ‘difdain to obey our 
vith the ftubbornnefs of then; and the Maer themfelves would think: they i? 
the emoluments they receive, or ill anfwered the end of their ‘founder, i 
gular in no good thine but their oraifons to the rifing or declining 
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CLEANDER to GosryAs... From Athens. 


Hi E fourth campaign of this war is opened with fymptoms not very favoura- 


ble to the Athenians. Early in the {pring they received the unexpected news 
that Siratces had fworn to a feparate peace with Macedon, his troops had been re- 
pulfed at the attack of Europus, worfted in fome fkirmifhes with Pzrpiccas’ ca- 
valry, and began to want provifions, and fuffer from the inclemency of the weather. 
But what gave him moft uneafinefs was, the delay of the Athenian fuccours, (for the 
republic was afraid of fending their fhips fo far from-home) and the intelligence he 
had, thatthe people of Theffaly, alarmed ‘at his ambitious views, were taking arms 
inthe South, and fome of his neighbours in Thrace, from the fame motive, form- 
ing leagues again{ft him in the North. hele at leaft are the reafons, and not un- 
plaufible ones, by which he palliated his condu@& to the Athenian ambaffadors; 
but the truth of the matter is, as I privately learn, that the artful Perprccas had 
gained over SEuTHES, ‘a near relation, and principal counfeller to Srrauces, with 
the promife of marrying him to Srraronrca his fifter, and giving her a vaft por- 
tion, if ‘he could brine about an accommodation. And fuch (it feems) is the in- 
fluence of this minifter, that in eight days time 
abandon the poor Amyntas, as well as his own claims, and return home. It is 
added, that the king of Macedon, refolved not to difappoint his benefactor, is 
making preparations at Pella for the nuptials of Straronica and Szutues. 


he prevailed with his mafter to 


Three expreffes have arrived here within thefe few days from the ma 
of Tenedos and the inhabitants of Methymna, which brought advicé, 
the cities of Lefbos had entered into a confederacy to fhake off their depen- 
dance upon Athens; that their magazines were furnifhed with corn, and their 
rifons with archers ‘from the Pontus Euxinus; and that the preparations for an 
open revolt: were fo far advanced, that unlefs the Athenians ufed the utmoft vi- 
gour and difpatch in quelling thefe commotions, the ifland would be ‘loft. Private 
intelligence is likewife:come from: fome friends in Mitylene, the capital of Lefbos, 
that the leading “men amongft the revolters have determined to fend deputies to La- 
cedemon, to-defire that they may be admitted into the Peloponnefian league. This 
news has fenfibly touched the Athenians; the 


he moft penetrating amoneft them appre- 
hend very bad confequences from thefe Lefbian troubles. They look upon this re- 
volt as giving the fignal to the other tributary iflands, to withdraw their fupplies of 
thips and money, and -either ftand abfolutely neuter in the prefent diffentions of 
Greece, or throw themfelves under the protection of Lacedemon or the Great King. 
They very well know, that their allies obey them more through fear than affection ; 
that the abfolute authority, which for many years they have exercifed over them, 
has produced difcontents, which want nothing but a fit occafion to break out into 
an open flame. ‘They reafon further, What can. Athens do, when fhe is left alone 
to ftand her ground againft fo many potent enemies, who pretend to have noc 
caufe for'taking up-arms, but to-keep the balance -eyen, and preferve them! 
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from the infults and affuming fpirit of the Athenians? Her treafures muft foon be 
exhaufted, when the chief fources of them (arifing fromthe contributions of the 
allies) are either loft to her, or turned againft her. The inhabitants of a finele city 
can never fuffice to man annual fleets, or recruit large armies, particularly when 
that city has been confiderably weakened by a cruel plague; much lefs will they be 
able to bear up againft the lofies and misfortunes, which are the ordinary attendants 
of war. What are we to expect from the other iflands, when one, that has been the 
moft favoured and diftinguifhed, is the firft to rife in arms againit us? Thefe are 
the reflections I meet with in the porticos, where the Athenians meet to talk over 
the bufinefs of the day, and to enquire of each other what news is ftirring. To 
add to their diftractions the Peloponnefian army is encamped in the territories of 
Attica, and fkirmifhes often happen between their detachments and the garrifon of 
the city. However to preferve that refolution and addrefs, which they have hi- 
therto fhewn, they work day and night at the Piraeus to equip a fleet of forty 
gallies, the command of which is given to Cxiippipes, who has already received 
fecret inftructions from the fenate, the contents of which, as I am informed, are, 
that “ he muft fail with the fquadron under his command to the port of Mitylene, 
“« and endeavour to furprize the inhabitants at a feaft, which they celebrate every 
«* year to APoLLo, without the walls of the city. If he finds that folemnity~paft, 
*« or the Mitylenians prepared for his reception, he is to demand of them to deli- 
** ver up their fhips, and demolifh the fortifications, which they have lately raifed. 
‘© In cafe of refufal, he is ordered to declare war againft them, and to keep the port 
«* blocked up, till further reinforcement arrives from Athens.” ‘The ten gallies, 
which the Lefbians by virtue of their treaty with Athens are obliged to join to their 
fleet now lying at Phalera, are feized, and the officers and mariners thrown into 
prifon. 


Thad written thus far, when accidentally hearing a noife in the ftreet, I had the 


curiofity to enquire the occafion of it, and was told, that a captain of a trireme fta- 
tioned in the Piraeus had ftopped a veffel pretended to be bound for Ephefus, fecured 
the packets found on board, and put the men under arreft by order of the Polemar- 
chus. Struck with the thought, that I had committed a parcel, addreffed to my 
brother Hipprras, in which were enclofed difpatches to thyfelf and fome Perfian 
friends, to the care of the mafter of this veffel, a thoufand doubts and apprehenfions 
crouded at once into my mind. Recolleéting that I had no time to lofe, I run 
down to the Pireeeus, and found the captain preparing to carry his packets to the 
Prytanes. As I had luckily fome acquaintance with him, I took him afide, and told 
him, that he probably had a packet of mine in his hands, which contained mer- 
cantile bufinefs of great confequence to my brother, which if expofed to the eyes of 
the magiftrates, with fome of whom he had dealings in the way of trade, muft be 
highly detrimental to his traffic here, I therefore defired him to reftore me that. 
packet. He remonftrated to me, that his orders were exprefs to bring all the pa- 
pers he found in the veffel. I affured him that upon demand of the magiftrates it 
fhould be produced. My earneft intreaties, fupported by the more weighty elo- 
quence of a talent, which I put into his hand, prevailed with him at laft to reftore 
it tome. I went home, and upon the fpot- made up a parcel containing nothing 
but letters from me to Hurpias on our private concerns, which exaétly refembled 

the 
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the former in fize and figure. I had fearce put in execution this neceffary artifice, 
when an officer brought me a fummons from the Prytanes to appear direétly before 
them, I went with an honeft confidence, and found thote magiltrates in deep con- 
fultation. Dymas the trierarch vouched, that the packet I delivered in to them was 
the fame he had feized.. The papers were looked into, fome few general queftions 
put to me,-and after an hour’s attendance I was difmiffed. The FE piftata or prefi- 
dent declared to me, that they were fatisfied; that I had not been examined upon 
any particular fuipicion, but that nothing might be omitted in fo diftempered a 
time, which any way tended to fecure the tranquillity of the ftate. He gravely ex- 
horted me to be difcreet in my correfpondencies, and prudent in my behaviour. I 
am fince informed by a friend among the Prytanes, that the fhip was ftopped, be- 
caute they had difcovered, that inftead of going for Ephefus, the mafter was bribed 
to change his courfe, and make for Lefbos. They have found advices from’ one 
Acnon, an hoit of the Mitylenians, relating to the preparations going forward 
here. © This Acwnon is a¢iually imprifoned, and will foon be put to death for his 
treafonable practices. 


Having thus happily efcaped fo unexpected a danger, I fhall fet forward in a few 
days for the Olympic games, which are to be celebrated this year with the ufual 
magnificence. ‘The permiffion, which thy laft difpatch brought me from our royal 
matter, to furvey fome parts of Greece, has invited me to undertake fo agreeable a 
journey ; and the large remittance, which I received lately from Trripazus, enables 
me to perform it with convenience. 


I proftrate my head in the duft, potent-Satrap, for the favours heaped upon me. 
May the great Oromaspes continue to fhed his healing influence upon the throne 
of Cyrus and the whole empire of Perfia, averting from both (as he hath lately 
done by difcovering the perfidy of Sacas) the malign efforts of the accurfed Arr- 
MANIUS. Farewell. 


Ps 
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SMERDIs to CLEANDER. 


I Complained * of a relaxation of difcipline amongft the Magi; and though not 

without reafon, yet it would be injurious to impute it wholly to them: perhaps 
a general corruption may be too ftrong for their beft efforts to reftrain. The chil- 
dren of the great are committed to their care much later than formerly ; they bring 
with them an high opinion of their rank, a confidence in their paternal fortunes, 
and an eagernefs for pleafures, which they have had an early tafte of. They affociate 
only one with another, and feck partners in voluptuoufnefs rather than the advantages 
of wife converfation, which would be attended with reftraint ; for excellent inftruc- 
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tion is ftill to be had amongit the Magi by thofe, who want not induftry and an 
ingenuous difpofition: witnefs the young Orsames, who owns himfelf indebted to 
eur {chools tor thofe qualities, which adorn him, and promife fuch fruits to his 
country. But obferve, Crzanper, the prudent fteps taken by the Satraps and the 
wealthy, who have entertained unfavourable opinions of a Perfian education; they 
fend their children abroad, and take no further concern about their conduct than that 
it may not be feen by them. The young Perfian is fet out with a fplendid retinue ; 
has his recommendations from Susa, and wherever he goes, is received as a Satrap; 
he is honoured in our provinces, and gazed at in foreign ftates; his mind is elevated 
above his rank, be it what it will, and his improvements feldom qualify him for 
any. File probably impairs his fortunes, and upon his return has a mind much 
railed above the thoughts of ceconomy; or if he fubmits to it, it is in a wrong place. 
The expences of equipage and voluptuoufnefs are become neceffary and indifpen- 
fable: he therefore grows parfimonious to thofe, who have juft claims upon him 5 
he oppreffes his dependants, and fparingly rewards the countryman, the guardian of 
his wealth. Nor is this to be wondered at ; the young traveller fets out with a mind 
not yet confirmed in any principles, and at an age ftrongly biaffed to pleafure. He 
therefore moft naturally fails in with the corruptions of every country both in prin- 
ciples and practice ; for as he is difpoted to gratify his affections, he readily admits 
juch fentiments as favour them. It is generally thought the bufinefs of a traveller, 
to felect for the benefit of his country what appears to him to make up the moft 
perfect polity ; and from his experience of men, to become himfelf an exemplary, 
wife, and. good citizen. But our young traveller takes a pleafure in reciting the 
imperfections he has obferyed in government, manners, and religion; he dwells much 
on the fuperftitions of Egypt, the bigotry of the people, and the craft of the priefts ; 
and intimates, that he has much improved his fagacity in regard to the worfhip of 
his own country. He is juft fuch an obferver in morals; for if he has made the 
tour of Greece, he affures you, that the rule of right and wrong, the ground of all 
juftice, fo much infifted on by our anceftors, is not fo indelibly imprinted by nature 
as has been imagined; that an ancient and flourifhing ftate has fubfifted without the 
cultivation of it; though probably he takes this upon hearfay, for our youth feldom 
come nearer to Sparta than a neighbouring * ifle much better fuited to the delicacy 
of their lives. What can be the reafon of this, but that they think their practice 
juftified by thefe great authorities? Why elfe do we hear little more of Athens, 
than its fports and gayety? of Sardis, than its gaming? and of Babylon, than its 
obfcene hofpitality? I affure thee, Crzanper, I have known fome of our youth, 
a‘ter a toilfome paffage crofs Arabia and the fea into upper Egypt, upon hearing the 
feftival rites at Cyprus were coming on, take a light veffel, and with all the expedi- 
tion of oars and fail {wim down the Nile, and content themfelves with fo tranfitory a 
view of the great cities and monuments of that ancient kingdom. When they 
reached the ports of Cyprus, which extends its arms into the fea, and inclofes vaft 
fleets in its bofom, they {pent little reflection on its ftupendous moles and its conve- 
niences for lading. They heard, that the temple of the Grecian goddefs was open ; 
that a choir of an hundred youths and as many beautiful virgins had already begun 
the folemn ode; they perfumed themfelves with rich oils, and crowned with gar- 
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lands, haftened to mix in the idolatrous rites, habited like fhepherds of Arcadia ; 


for all appear in difguife on this occafion, that they may not be under the reftraint of 
fhame, which ill becomes the votaries of fo impure a deity. 


Tender minds, Crzanper, are ready for all impreffions ; therefore it is not proper 
they fhould be withdrawn from wife and virtuous patterns, till they have gained an 
intimate acquaintance with virtue, and are able to combat the temptations of vice 
and folly. ‘The foul is long in its infancy; the body comes much earlier to maturity : 
young men therefore (as the wives of the Magi are confined to the moft beauteous 
objects of fight, and hear nothing but harmony, that no ill impreffion may deface 
their offspring, which is to be dedicated to the holy fervice of the temple) fhould be 


accuftomed to no ideas, that may pollute the foul, the purity of which is an offering 
moft delightful to Oromaspzs. 


It is at too great.a hazard they go in queft of what is worthy their imitation in 
Egypt or Greece; for that much may be found fo by a prudent enquirer, I will not 
deny : wifdom is not confined to one climate, it fhoots out in fome fhape every 
where ; at Athens it is wife policy, tender regard for the community, and every art, 
that 1s properly humane; at Lacedemon it is public liberty, maintained by auftere 
difcipline, and an ignorance of every enervating pleafure; in Egypt it is piety to 
the gods, and a veneration for all things facred. It once appeared under all thefe 
denominations in Perfia: alas! that we can now find it only in our hiftories ! 


Perhaps after all, Creanper, thou wilt fay, what need all this precaution in 
favour of virtue? and why fhould our youth be prejudiced in her behalf, who is 
reprefented fo amiable as to ftrike her beholders with admiration, and force our 
efteem ? It is becaufe virtue, though more amiable, is not fo obvious; fhe ufeth 
little art to recommend herfelf; like a chafte virgin fhe muft be fought after and 
fued for: vice like a proftitute always prefénts herfelf, is officious, importunate, and 
enfnaring. Orsamrs is acquainted with this; he traverfes the diftant regions of 
the earth, not to gratify the idle curiofity of fight, or adorn the palace of his 
Perfian anceftors with the arts of Greece, but to complete the furniture of his 
mind, to fit it for the abode of Oromasprs, who deiens to dwell with the good ; 
in awe of whcefe prefence the wicked Aurrman will flie from us, as the fhades of 


night difperfe, at the approach of Miruras, to diftant countries, and the deep 
caverns of the earth. 


H. 


LET EB. Rio XIV: 
CLEANDER to Hypasprs. From Athens. 


S Boies is the Jaft letter, which I thall write to thee from Athens in fome months, 
I fet out to-morrow on an expedition to the Olympic games, and promife 
myfelf, that the magnificence and order, with which they are celebrated, the great 
confluence of Greeks, who repair from all parts to Olympia, the variety of coun- 
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tries and noble cities I fhall pafs through in my road, and efpecially the agreeable fet 
of friends, who accompany me, will more than anfwer the ideas of pleafure: and 
improvement, which I propofe to myfelf from the journey. ‘Thou wilt, I believe, 
think, that I have made a very happy mixture.of acquaintance, when I let thee into 
the characters of my fellow-traveliers. My patron PHILEMON, as well upon account 
of his age as his merits, fhould be mentioned firft. ‘This worthy Athenian ever fince 
my refiding here has treated me. with particular regard: to him I am indebted for 
the friendihip I have made with thofe, who are moft diftinguifhed in Athens for 
their virtues and abilities: to him I owe the little knowledge I hdve acquired of the 
conftitution of the republic, and the manners of a people the moft contradictory 
and various in their difpofitions of all others. Puitzemon has pafied through the 
mo confiderable offices in the ftate.. He was, when very young, captain of a 
erireme at the battle of Salamis, and narrowly miffed taking the famous queen 
Arremista, who efcaped him by a very extraordinary ftratagem. He has been fince 
overfeer of the fortifications, archon; one of the 500, and is now a member of the 
Areopagus. In all thefe employments an unblemifhed integrity and an exact dif- 
charge of his duty have recommended him to his countrymen as. one of their moft 
deferving citizens. He has frequently oppofed the meafures both of Cimon and 
Pericres; but it was in fuch a manner, that you faw though he condemned: the 
faults, he {pared the men; and that his oppofition proceeded. not from ambition or 
caprice, but.an honeft zeal for the public welfare. He is always well heard in the 
affemblies of the people, not from the art or eloquence of his orations, or a command 
of words, that rather overpowers than convinces the reafon ; but becaufe he fpeaks 
to the purpofe, and with. an air and gefture, that fhews he does not mean. to impofe 
upon his hearers, unlefs he 1s firft deceived himlelf. Another quality, which diftin- 
euithes my friend, is a fingular humanity... His door is open to every poor citizen, 
and his table prepared with a frugal. hofpitality to receive any itranger, who comes 
recommended either by his own deferts, or the requeft of a common friend. There 
is not a greater teft of his benevolent temper, than that though he is an old man, 
he can encourage the mirth, and bear with the levities of the young; nor a ftronger 
inftance of his good breeding, than that he does not abound in the narrative faculty 
of years, but is rather forward, to. promote the converfation of others, than to affume 
an air of fuperiority by obliging them to liften to his. This is an imperfect fketch 
of Purremon’s character: I pafs next to that. of my other companions. 


Curinras is defcended from one of the nobleft families in Athens; and though 
both his‘rank and abilities intitle him to a confiderable fhare in the government of 
his country, he devotes himfelf almoft wholly to the improvement.of fcience. He 
is an univerfal patron of arts; the philofopher, the poet, the painter, the hiftorian, 
and the fculptor find alike the effects, of his liberality. He is not contented to be 
an admirer of learning, he is likewife an excellent judge of it. I have feen him- 
hold an argument with the fophift Goreras, and heard him difpute the doctrine of 
the foul’s pre-exiftence with Socratzs. Zeuxis fubmits his moft finifhed picture to 
his cenfure, and Purpras would alter the drapery or attitude of a ftatue upon his 
advice. His table is frequented by all the learned in Athens; he abounds himfelf 
in the moft el¢gant difcourfe, and has a peculiar art of fetting the talents of others 
in the beft light, and throwing fomething in their way, that may give them an oppor- 
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tunity to diftinguifh themfelves. The two affairs, in which he moft interefted him- 
felf, were the accufation brought againft Parpras for defrauding the public in the 
gold employed about the ftatuerof Minerva, and thetcharge againft ANaxacoras 
for impiety: but neither his intereft nor his eloquence, though fupported by 
Pericies, could fave the artift from prifon, or the philofopher from banifhment. 


Purtoctzs is a young man, who gives early marks of being a sood officer. He 
has beeh employed inthe fervice’ in’ Thrace, and* behaved with fo mich callantry 
at the fiege of Potidzea, that the generals fent him ito Athéns with the’ news of tts 
being taken. He férved laft’ fummer in PHormto’s’ fleet; and’ was recommended 
by him to the people’ ‘to be made a trierarch inthe fquadron, ‘whieh’ ?s‘ready to-fail 
to Lefbos ; but Creonw*had intereft enough to difappoint him for the fake of one 
Barrytus, a buffoon anda Lutanift.. PxurLoétes however isnot’ @ifcouragéd° from 
purfuing a military life, but hopes’for better fuccefS at*the next’ equipment.” In 
the mean ‘time he defigns to: put in’'for the prize of the chariot-courfe at’ the 
Olympic games. | 
To compleat our:party, we have Cutorus of the triBé of Pafidion, ‘a’young man 
of wit and politenefs, but of a character fomething fingilart? thoughthe''has a fund 
of good fenfe, he has one weaknefs of -affectine a‘ceneral acquaintance amoneft the 
rich and the powerful. \ You generally fee’ him® at’ fome* great mans'elbow at the 
theatre, and he is very bufy in laying the cufhion forhitn! «He boafts' to“ this day 
of a letter he received from Perictes, to thank him fora pfefent ofolives, and was 
extremely furprized ‘at not hearing from ‘his ‘good fried PHormro “all “the ‘Taft 
campaign.! He is well fkilled ih the@enealogy of ‘the Athenian families, ‘and ‘has 
promifed we:fhall be fupply’d with the: beft intellieence! from" Athens during our 
abfence. oO G ove : 


I pleafe myfelf with reflecting on’ the different views, which''my ‘companions and 
myfelf propofe from this journey. The humane‘PxitEMow' Is willing to be prefent 
at a ceremony, whichyhe thinks tends! to: inculcate ‘a refpect for the ‘Godsy and’ 'to 
remind the different people, which inhabit Greece, of the ries}: whicly ought'to unite 
thofe, who enjoy one common name, country, and ‘relicion. »! Canvas “is pleafed 
with the thoughts of extending his acqueintance amoneft the learhed and ingenious. 
Purtocres flatters himfelf with fuccefs in’aconteft, that eives’a luftre to the victor’s 
name for his whole life:. Catorus would (bei known tovevery one, who-difplays' a 
fplendid equipage at Olympia. ‘> For my: own*part, all that: F aim at ‘is, to‘approve 
myfelfa faithful fervant to ARTAXERXEs, and no. ufelefs minifter to Perfia. 'SAdieu: 


by, 
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BOE’ TE Ro OENYV. 
ORSAMES to CLEANDER. From Heliopolis. 


AS the priefts of Egypt are the moft confiderable part of the body politic, and 
hold the chief rank and preheminence among the people, thou wilt be curious 
to know, what are the different orders, into which they are diftinguifhed. And as 
thefe feveral orders are more ftriGtly kept up according to the ancient eftablifhment 
in the college of Heliopolis than in other places, I, will endeavour to fatisfy thy 
curiofity. * To diftinguith them according to the different ranks they appear in. 
upon public proceflions and folemnities, I may mention firft, after the inferior de- 
grees, the chief of the mufic-band, who always carries fomé mufical inftrument, as 
an enfign of his office; and in his cuftody are two of the books of HERMES, one 
containing hymns in honour of the gods, the other rules and precepts for the con- 
duct of their kings. Next ‘after this officer is the diviner, who carries an horofcope 
and a palm-branch, the fymbols of aftrology; and he is required to be thoroughly 
learned in four of the books of Hermes, that treat of that {cience ; one of the order 
and arrangement of the fixt ftars; a fecond of the phafes of the moon and her con- 
junctions with the fun; the other two of the phanomena of their rifing. After him 
comes next in order the facred fcribe. He wears wings faftened to his mitra, and 
carries a book with a rule, in which is ink, and a reed to write with. His province 
lies in the. hieroglyphical knowledge, and he muft be fkilled in thefe books, that 
treat of the doctrine of the globe, geography, the courfes of the fun and moon and 
of the five planets; he muft know accurately the pofition of the feveral parts of 
fEgypt, the nature of the Nile, the lands and diftri@s appropriated to the prietts, 
the exact. meafure and dimenfions of them, with the ufés and fymbolical applica- 
tions of all the facred inftruments.. I may reckon next after him the matter of the 
facred wardrobe, who carties the rod of juftice before the prophet, and a cup for 
libations. He is thoroughly verfed in all the inftitutes of the /igyptian difcipline, 
and all the rites.of facrifice; and there are ten kinds of fervice performed in honour 
to the gods, under which the whole of the /Egyptian religion may be compre- 
hended: the chief are facrifices, offerings of firlt-fruits, hymns, prayers, proceffions, 
and public feftivals. Laft goes the prophet, followed by thofe, who carry the 
bread. of difribution, and he is the head and fupreme over all. To him it belongs 
to interpret the laws of Heres; and he not only prefides in all matters of religion, 
but according to the ancient conftitution holds a fupreme judicature in all caufes 
without any furzher appeal, as t+ chief of that high tribunal of f thirty, which was 
compofed of ten from each of the three principal cities, Thebes, Memphis, and 
Heliopolis. And though his power be limited, fince fEgypt became fubje& to 
Perfia, yet his decifions are ftill held infallible among the /Keyptians; § as a token 
of which he wears a faphire, with the image or emblem of truth hung by a golden 
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chain about his neck. * The priefts in general are habited in linnen from a con- 
ceit, that woollen garments would defile them. But the ¢ prophet likewife hath his 
head fhaven, and wears on his feet flippers of the bark of the palm-tree, and carries 
at his breaft a water-jar, wrapt in the folds of his garment. The prophet is charged 
with the diftribution of their revenues. To him belong the ten facerdotal books. 
In thofe books are contained the laws, the doétrines of their mythology, and what- 
ever relates to the difcipline of the priefts. Thefe are the chief diftinctions among 
the priefts of AZgypt or profeffors of the Hermaic doctrines. And there are upon 
the whole two-and-forty books of Hermes abfolutely neceffary to the literati of 
ZEgypt; thirty-fix of which number, containing all the philofophy, belong to the 
forementioned orders; the remaining fix, which are phyfical, to the Paftophori, and 
they treat of the parts, and ftruéture of an human body, of difeafes, of inftruments, 
of medicaments, about the eyes, and laftly of women. To the forementioned orders. 
may the whole priefthood of A®gypt be referred in their different ranks and degrees. 
But the Paftophori and Neocori or facred /Ediles are of a much inferior rank, and 
to be reckoned among the fubminiftrant orders, and { the purifications required of 
them are much lefs tedious and painful. This then is that body of men fo famous 
throughout all the world, upon whom the original conftitution of their country did 
entirely depend. Nor have they only governed that ftate in civil and religious 
matters, prefcribing rules to princes, and exercifing an abfolute jurifdiction over the 
actions, and, I had almoft faid, opinions of their own people; but have fpread their 
influence abroad, and been in league with the law-givers of every later ftate. The 
erand policy of their religious initiations may be thought to have creatly promoted 
their defigns, by means of which they could preferve a correfpondence in diftant 
countries, and be informed of ‘whatever was for their purpofe to know of the fecrets, 
not only of ftates, but of private perfons; thereby the more effectually to deceive 
and furprize thofe, who reforted to them. And though they are lefs confiderable 
now than they were formerly, yet they will fttll keep up the fame difeuife and artifice 
of a myfterious fecrecy. There is no fet of men feem more to affect a reclufe and 
contemplative life, or to live more abftracted from all fecular cares and concern- 
ments. They affect a fingular «precifenefs in all their actions, a flownefs in their 
fteps and motions, § much gravity in their mein and habits, with a fettled counte- 
nance, that feldom or ever is changed by fmiles. The night they dedicate to the 
obfervation of the heavenly bodies, or to certain ceremonies of purification, which 
they perform at ftated hours; the day to the worfhip of their gods, whom they cele- 
brate both at the fun-rifing, and at noon, and in the afternoon, and at the clofe of 
the evening. The moft-general ftudy, that employs them at other times, is arith- 
metic and geometry, in which fciences they are always labouring ‘to make further 
difcoveries, and inveftigate new truths. And to them it muft be confeft the greateft 
;mprovements in thofe fciences have been owing. Neither is there any art, of which 
they don’t arrogate to themfelves the firft invention. For the moft celebrated phi- 
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lofophers, poets, and law-givers.of other,nations are mentioned in the facred regifters 
of this college; as having refided fome time among them, and fubmitted to the 
difcipline of their order, Of the moft eminent they have taken care to preferve a 
ftatue or picture, performed in.the tafte of the age, wherein each illuftrious perfon 
flourifhed. ‘They have feveral uncouth figures with the names of OnpHeus, Musevs 
and: Meiampus.engraven on the ftone, -and a Dapauus in the manner of his ftatues; 
faid to. be his own work, . Among the reft is the Spartan Li.curcus, and the Athe- 
nian, SoLon,..PyTHAGORAS of Samos, and the immortal Homer, who in his def- 
cription of the infernal regions, which fable Orpueus introduced into the religious 
doétrines and myfieries: of Greece, plainly, alludes to this place and the adjoining 
territories. 


I fhould. obferve,: that the priefts truft.not their own memory to written regifters 
any.more,than: that of other famous.men.,.* At Thebes. 1 was fhewn a fingle 
pedigree, which entirely filled.a large temple, deduced from father to fon through 
more than 300 generations,, and every fucceffion in it reprefented by a colofs of wood 
dreffed in the habit of .the time, when each Piromi, as they called them, or worthy, 
lived. . To this pedigree not.a few. of, the prefent race lay claim, and I think it 1s 
carried up to the fons:of the Diofcuri... For as they. boaft that their mythology with 
all their learning ,was,received from the, firft Thoth, or Mzrcury, they likewife 
celebrate with. a particular reverence; the, memory, of an ancient. order, called the 
Cabiri, who were his counfellors and fecretaries, and affifted in eftablifhing that 
mythology, and, the myfteries of a falfe religion, which from AXgypt and: Phoenicia 
were propagated into Greece by them or their immediate defcendants. They were 

eight brethren, fons,of Sypyc .a.contempor ary of CuRonus,. of whom losorrHRus 
or AEscuLaprus was one, and they were the fame with the Corybantes and the Diofcuri 
of the Greeks:. and their.worfhip with certain myfteries,was very early eftablifhed in 


Samothrace, Imbrus, and other ifles of the Atgean fea. .>} The Cabiri had, a temple 


at Memphis, which was inacceffible.to any, except the priefts. But CamBysgs, when 
he.ravaged the other temples of A‘gypt, entered into this, and fcoffing at their 


“UBS Se phgeeoth were deformed like that of Vutcan,.fet..fire toit. Mercury was 


the firft author ofa celeftial; fyftem..of the, world, and, by him,and the Cabiri the 
hero gods. began firft to be coniecrated into. fidereal divinities, and the priefts {cruple 
not to declare, t that they had the bedies‘of. thofe gods embalmed and depofited 
amone them, and that they worthipped the relics of their bodies here on earth, while 

their fouls fhone as ftars in heaven. Thus Oszrss firft was worfhipped as the fun, 
though his relics were.confecrated. in the myfleries of Isis,;and his tomb fhewn at 
Nyfai in. Arabia. . And though he be acknowledged as..a\ divinity. in his own name, 
yet the priefts i EA that he {till receives divine honours in the worfhip of. that 
luminary, to which the famous temple of Hexriopouis is dedicated. .§ And indeed 
the name Osiris fignifies in their language.a thing with many eyes, with allufion 
to the fun, that darien its rays into every corner, a as it were furveys the whole 

earth. In the temple there is a throne of opal, which dazzles with an inexpreffible 


brightnefs, when-‘the rays ftrike upon it. { But there is no ftatue for the fun; and 
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the priefts fay, they make no image for the fun and moon in their temples, | becaufe 
every man fees them daily inthe heavens. * Yet in the proceffion, that is made 
for confulting the oracle of that god, a jointed {tatue of him is carried, which gives 
its anfwers by motions. In this ceremony the priefts are attended by the principa 11 
perfons of the country. They fhave their heads, and obferve a long continence before 
‘it begins. -+ The pillars throughout the temple are of the Pyrite ftone, the ae ot 
gold and ivory, but diverfified with inimitable art. {The doors are of filver; round 
the fides are figured the twelve figns of the year under the emblems of A®gyptian 
deities. Within the precincts of this famous temple is a ftupendous obelifk dedicated 
to the fun by Ramesszs, one of their ancient kings, or rather mtended for a mo- 
nument to perpetuate his own honour. The height of it is ninety-nine feet, and 
each of the fides four cubits. Every fide is divided into three rows with hierogly- 
phical figures and infcriptions. Ramesses is intitled upon it, Lord of the. world, 
guardian of Egypt, and conqueror of foreign nations, with many other glorious cha- 
racters, that fet him forth as a perfon highly favoured by the gods, and nearly related 
to them, as it was cuftomary from the earlieft times to flatter their kings with 
a divine original. Campyses, when he attacked this city, and had fet fire to the 
buildings, before it reached the obelifk, out of a particular veneration for that mag~ 
nificent pile, ordered the flames to be extinguifhed. Adieu. 


i. 
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CrLEANDER to Hypaspes. From Megara. 


S I imagine thy curiofity will be Dane to know the particulars of our Olympic 

expedition, I fhall write a regular account of what occurs moft remarkable 

during the courfe of it; and I defire thou wilt. communicate a copy of this letter 
to the chief {cribe. 


In the morning before we began our journey, Puinemon, who ftrictly adheres 
not only to the efientials of religion, but to every point of decency, which an exact 
obfervance of the ceremonial part requires, invited us to partake in a facrifice to 
Mercury and Hecate, the gods protectors of travellers, at his houfe. When 
that was finifhed, we fet out, and leaving the city at the weftern gate, foon  ftruck 
into the road, which leads to Eleufis. The country about Athens wears at prefent 
a very difagreeable afpect from the frequent incurfions of the Peloponnefian army. 
The Demoi or villages, the habitations of the tribes before they were united by 
Turseus, are moft of them in ruins; the lands lie uncultivated, and the labourers 
are. difperfed.. Puinemon, as we pafied along, frequently deplored in tears the ca- 
lamities of war, and fometimes pointed out to us with a pious regard a grove or 
fountain facred to fome local deity, or the fepulchre of'an old hero, that invites 


travellers to ftop, and pay a fhort veneration. ‘The traditions of the country re- 
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lating to thefe ancient monuments, though they are interefting, to a-Grecian,. whonr 
they remind of fome religious inftitution, or remarkable fa¢t in his own hiftory,. 
would afford but little entertainment to the ear of a ftranger; and therefore I shall. 
only mention fuch as are particularly remarkable, On one fide of the way is a 
tomb ereéted: to the herald AntTHEmMocRiTus, killed (as the Athenians affirm) by 
the Megareans, to whom he was fent on an embafly juft before the breaking out of 
this war. A little further you meet with an altar to ZepHyrus, and a ruftic temple- 
to Cerrs, in memory of her wandrings in fearch of Proszrpine. On the other fide- 
of the river Cephiflus you may obferve an altar to Jupirer the placable, where 
Tueszus is faid=to have expiated himfelf after the murder of the robber Srnzs_his. 
relation. Eleufis is a fmall town, celebrated for the myfteries performed there to the 
honor of Cerzs and Proserpine. As it is lawful for none but the mitiated to enter 
into the temple and myftic cell, which they tell you is capable of holding as:many 
people as a theatre, 1 can give no account of the imfide. The front is fumptuous,. 
and adorned with a large portico of Doric pillars. The country people fhewed us. 
here the threfhing-floor of ‘[riproremus the fon of Cerss, and a field where the 
firtt crop ever fown im Greece fprung up. In memory of fo fignal an event, fome 
barley out of this very field is made mto cakes, and wfed in the myfterious facrifices... 
The town itfelf receives. its name from Evzusis, the fon of Mercury anda fea 
nymph, and came into the Athenian poffeffion in the reign of FREcTHEUs,, upon 
condition, that the family of Eumoxpus, then prieft of Ceres, fhould enjoy the 
privilege for ever of prefiding at the myfteries. After leaving Erzusrs we foon en- 
tered.the territories of Megara, which formerly belonged to the Athenians, but in- 
tlie time of Coprus the Peloponnefians expelled them, and peopled Megara with a. 
Corinthian colony. As one of the pretended caufes of the war is the fevere decree 
made at the motion of Perroies againft the Megareans, which the Lacedemonians 
demanded to have repealed, the people of this place are extreamly. incenfed againft. 
“the Athenians, who in return have added a claufe to their general’s oath, that they 
fhall annually invade Megara. Notwithftanding this enmity between the two re-- 
publics is carried to fo vaft a height, we find a very hofpitable reception at the houfe 
of a friend of Ciintas, and have fpent two days in furveyiage the temples, and other 
public ftructures.of the place. ‘The city ftands. on a hill, the. ftreets are fpacious, 
and adorned. with. fome buildings of note. Not far from the gate, where we entered, . 
is.a temple dedicated to Diana Sospita, or the Saviour, oma pretty extraordinary 
eccafion. Whilft Marvonrus.lay encamped at Thebes, a party of his troops, thats 
had wafted the country round Megara, being upon their retreat, loft their way in 
the dark; and either confounded by their fears, or,, as the inhabitants report, mifled 
by a delufion, from: the goddefs, imagined, that they faw a band of enemies drawn: 
up againft them. Under this miftake they difcharge their javelins at the neigh- 
bouring rocks, which returned a found like the groans of dying men. “They con- 
tinucd this fanciful fight. till day-break. When they had wafted their weapons, a real: 
one enfued; for in this. unarmed condition they. were attacked,. and eafily routed by- 
the Megareans. Hard by is a grove and temple facred to Jupiter. Thie ftatue of 
that god, begun by Tuzocosimus of Megara, affifted by. Purpras, is left unfinifhed,.. 
becaufe. the public revenues and thie eftates. of private perfons are. fo exhaufted by 
the continuance of the war, that they are. not able to fupport. the expence of it. 
The citadel, which. takes, in. a, large fpace of ground, .contains. feveral public 
buildings. 
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buildings; as the monument of Arcmzna the mother of Hercures, that of Hrp- 
pouita the Amazon, and of Tereus the hufband of Procwe. Here ftand likewife 
the Prytaneum and a temple of Apotto. In the forum is the tomb of Cxorozsus 
an ancient hero, who killed a dreadful monfter called the Pcena, that was fent by 
ApoLLo to ravage Argolis. The ftory is told in verfe upon the monument, and the 
bas-relief reprefenting the fight between Cyorozsus and the Poona is efteemed the 
moft ancient piece of fculpture in Greece. I have been down at Nifea, their port 
and arfenal; it ftands lower than the town, and is well furnifhed with naval ftores, 
A trireme is juft come in with advice, that the Athenian fleet is failed with a fair 
wind for Lefbos. We thall ftay here a day more, and then proceed for Corinth, 
which is our next ftage: from thence I fhall write to the chief fcribe, as the cuftoms 
and antiquities of that city will afford ample materials for the obfervation of inqui- 
fitive travellers, 


I cannot give thee a better idea of the humanity and politenefs, for which the 
Grecians are fo famous, than by concluding with an account of the manner, in which 
{trangers of any diftinction are received in the towns, through which they pafs. 
The perfon, who entertains, meets his company at the door of his houfe, and con- 
ducts them into the hall, where he prefents them with bread, wine, and falt, which 
is confidered as a facrifice or libation to Jupiter Kenros, or the Hofpitable. Then 
they refrefh themfelves after the fatigues of the journey by bathing, which is fol- 
lowed by fupper, accompanied with mufic, or the enlivening poetry of fome wandring 
4oidos or bard. It is cuftomary at parting for the hoft and his guefts to interchange 
fome little prefents, to divide a piece of money or ivory, as a pledge of eternal 
friendfhip. So inviolable are the rights of hofpitality preferved, that war itfelf does 
not deftroy them. ‘The Greeks, potent fatrap, cannot be fufficiently commended 
for paying this ftrict regard to thofe common ties, that diftinguifh mankind from 
the brutes, which are agreeable to the practice of the remoteft ages, as well as the 
condition of our nature, Adieu. 

P. 
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CLEANDER to Hypaspes. From Corinth. 


Y 7 E‘ have fome days been arrived at Corinth, which is efteerned one of the 
| richeft, largeft, and moft beautiful cities in Greece, It’s fituation, thou mutt 
have heard, is very extraordinary. It ftands upon aneck of land about five miles 
over, which joins Peloponnefus to the reft of Greece. This ifthmus lies between 
the two bays, the Criffaean and the Saronic, the one formed by the Ionian, the other 
by the AScEan fea. Upon each of thefe bays the Corinthians have an harbour, one 
called Iechewum, and the other Cenchrez. The latter is the moft confiderable. 
Here ftands likewife a temple to Neprunez, where the ftatues of the vidtors at the 
Ifthmian games are erected, a theatre, anda ftadium. The approach to the town 
through a grove of cyprefs trees is very pleafant. The buildings are moft of them 
elegant and fpacious, and, as well as the ftatues and pictures, finifhed by the beft 

Age matters ; 
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matters; for this. place amongft other-advantages is celebrated for producing eminent: 
artifts in arch oetute, painting, and feulpture, By the favour of Cuyton; one of 
the magiftrates, at whofe houfe we are lodged, I have furveyed all the curiofities of:. 
Corinth, and fhall give thee an account ‘of the moft remark: able. - Several of their: 
public edifices ftand round the forum. In. nn middle is a ftatue of Minerva,. 
with the mufes carved on the bafe of the pedeftal. Next to this 1s an aqueduéb: 
adorned with.a brazen Neprune, at whofe feet lies.a dolphin, that fpouts out water. 
On eaclr fide arife the fuperb temples of Venus, Fortune, and one dedicated. to all. 
the gods... ‘Ehe fountain of Priene lies at the foot of the craggy mountain Acro- 
corinthus: it is fo named from the nymph Prizne, who lamented the death of her- 
laughter 5 eb h fuch f 
daughter, killed accidentally at the chafe by Diana, with fuch torrents of tears,: 
that .fhe was turned into a fpring. The water is remarkable for the fweetnefs of itss 
taite. The fountain is adorned with white marble, a ftatue of Apotio, and.a bas= 
relief reprefenting the ficht between Utysszs and the fuitors. 


“The citadel is built upon the top of Acrocorinthus, and is reckoned beth by-the: 
natural fituation of the place, and the advantages it has received fromi art, impreg- 
nabite From. hence you have the fineft profpeét imaginable of the lonian and. 

Egean feas.. Whilft we were viewing the citadel, we faw three Corinthian ‘gallies: 
eng: raged with as many, Athenian; the latter-feemed to be fuperior, till two more fail-. 
ing from Cenchrea to join their countrymen, they. were obliged.to bear: away, before: 
the reinforcement came up. The baths at Corinth: are magnificent, particularly thofe. 
of Neprune;,. at. the entrance are two ftatues of the god leaning on an-anchor, and: 
Dana in an hunting drefs. The aqueducts and. fountains: are numerous, and give 
a coolnefs to the city in the greateft heats of fummer. One called. the fountain of* 
Yerna, is furrounded with rows. of trees, and fupported. by marble columns, and: 
there are feats round it, covered with tapettry. Its neighbourhood to the gymnafium - 
and mufic theatre render it the moft frequented of any in the city, ‘They boaft here: 
of feveral pieces of the fculptor Dapatus, which. though rough and unpolifhed. 
fhew.a fire and fpirit, that fupply the want of. corre ectnefs. 


The Corinthians are much inclined to eafe and diverfion; the mafculine fimpli-- 

city of Sparta is unknown tothem, neither do they cultivate learning like the Athe-.. 
mane Venus is the coddefs, w oni they adore moft fervently; their ftreets are 
crowded witlr her remples, and almoft every day in. the kalendar- is marked out b 
fome feftival to her honour, The hof fpitality, which fo particularly diftinguithes the 
Greeks, prevails here in the fame degree that it does every where elfe. . Qur-quality 
of enemies does not hinder us from being received with the politenefs of neighbours 
and friends; and‘thou mayft imagine there are no fmall. numbers of Athenians; whos 
take this place in their way to Olympia. I have found no difficulty in prevailing, 
with my company to ftay here fome days longer.. I. propofe by it to.cain time for. 
making a difpatch to-the chief fcribe. My delay proceeds likewife. from, a more; 
private motive: Tirppras.fends me word; that he will join our Olympic party from , 
Ephefus in a few days. We fhall afterwards proceed. directly through. Argolis, . 
Achaia, and Elis to the games. I kifs thy robe, noble fatrap, and bid thee adieu, F 
wifhing thou mayft find. the fame entertainment in any letters, that_I receive from, 
the circumftances which occafion them. 
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CLEANDER> to Glog K vi Avssr >! rome Corinth’. 


\HE city, where I now am, potent'lord, hath undergone feveral revolutions int 
its government. From a little obfcure town called Ephyra, it was raifed into 
a kingdom by Sisypuus, whofe pofterity reigned over it-near 200 years. ‘Fhey were 
difpofiefled by the Heraclidz or defcendants of Hercures ; and thefein their turn 
gave. way to the Bacchidz, 'a.noble Corinthian family, which took the adminiftration 
of affairs into their hands, and eleéted an annual magiftrate out of their own body, 
whom they called the Prytanis. During their government the Corinthians planted 
the two famous colonies of Syracufe and Corcyra, which are both grown to fuch a 
height of power and wealth, as to have no fort of dependance:on their mother city. 
Thou knoweft, thatthe quafrels of the latter with Corinth, relating to Epidamnus, 
were the fir fparks that fet Greece in a flame. Cypszius the fon of Laxgpa of the 
race of the Bacchida, who for her deformity had been married out of ‘it, fulfilled the 
Delphic oracle by diffolving ithis ariftocracy, and ufurpingthe throne, Through the 
mildnefs of ‘his’ temper,-and the popularity of his behaviour, he:reigned quietly 30 
years, and left the crown at’ his death ito? hiss fon Perianpersi: The Corinthians 
fill retain the utmoft abhorrence for the memory of this tyrant. His fear of the 
people made him always keep a-ftrong guard: about his perfon, and take off the heads 
of the moft eminent citizens. Nor. was his cruelty confined to.the public; it.ex- 
erted itfelf equally in private life. He put his wife Mrrissa to death at the infti- 
ation of his concubines, and banified ‘his fon Lycopuron to Corcyra for‘refent- 
ing’ the ill treatment of his ‘mother,, Peritanper afterwards fent for hinr to fettle 
the fucceffion upon him; but the Corcyreans, apprehenfive that the old tyrant would 
come and reign over them, prevented it by killing the young prince. ‘This news for 
afflicted. the father, that he died for grief at the age of ourfcore. The Corinthians 
‘took hold of fo favourable an opportunity to refume their liberties, and eftablifhed 
a government, which is a: mixture of ariftocracyy'and dethocracy. The fenate is 
perpetual, and chofen out of a certain number of the moft ancient families; but 
the affemblies of the:people have a large fhare of ypower. . 


The fituation and naval force of Corinth render it one of the moft confiderable- 
ftates-in Greece. By. the former they- command the ‘Ionian and At gean fea, and. poflefs 
the only pafs of communication between Peloponnefus and the continent; for which- 
reafon-the citadel or Acrocorinthws is ufvally called’ the Bye; andthe city the Fetter 
of Greece. »Had Xerxes, after’ forcing the ftraitsoofPhermopyle, marched di- 
rectly to the Ifthmus; before the united forces of Greece ‘were affembled there; ‘and’ 
the fortifications compleated, which were raifed to defend the country, he muft have- 
made himfelf mafter of Corinth, and would then have had two fine harbours for~ 
his fhips to lie in, anda fecure retreat for-his land army. Had he even loft a battle, 
he might have waited here: for-reinforcements ; nor would. the:lord of millions Jave 
Seen reduced to the neceffity of croffing the Hellefpont in a fifher-boat. Suffer net, 
Hluftrious Satrap, the misfortunes of our anceftors to’ difcourage thofe* who fucceéd: 
them; let-them rather ferve to improve their conduct. ‘When Perfia. wouldrevenges 

the. 
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the fhame, which fhe fuffered at Salamis, this fhould-be her firft enterprize; and to 
render the fuccefs.more affured, I fend plans of the citadel, and the entrance into 
the ports of Lechzum, and Cenchrea, which with great difficulty I have obtained. 
The Corinthian fleet is at prefent the moft confiderable in Greece next to the Athe- 
nian, They fitted out twenty-five gallies againft Xerxes, made an equipment of 
fixty in the war with Corcyra, and engaged PHormio laft year with feventy fail. 


I tranfmit to thee inclofed the intelligence, which our laft letters brought from 
Athens, by which thou mayft perceive the ftate of affairs there fince my departure ; 
and when I write fron Olympia, I fhall ufe the fame method. Farewel, 


Extract of a Letter from Athens: 


A trireme is, arrived from Cuippipes with adyice, that upon. his arrival. before 
Mitylene, he found the inhabitants apprifed of his expedition, and that they had 
deferred their annual folemnity; that they utterly refufed to comply with his de- 
mands, and had even attempted to furprize fome of his fhips, which by ftrefs of 
weather were feparated from the reft, but were foon repulfed. As he apprehended 
he had not ftrength to reduce the ifland, he had complied with their offer of making 
a fufpenfion of arms, and fending over deputies to Athens. 


Extract of another Letter. 


The deputies of Lefbos are juft upon their departure, without fuccefs. We 
fufpect, that they only came to gain time, fince we have certain information, that 
their embafiadors are on_ their way to the general affembly of the allies at Olympia. 
We are preparing a reinforcement of twenty gallies for Ctippipzs, and hear that ten 
from Corcyra have joined him; fo that the port of Mitylene is entirely blocked up. 


* 
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CLEANDER'‘to Hypaspes. From Olympia. 


JAS Lam willing to hope, that my correfpondence is not difagreeable, I thall pro- 
ceed to lay before thee fome farther particulars of my Olympicexpedition. The 

firft town of note \we arrived at, after leaving Corinth, was Sicyon, a large and flou- 
rifhing city, formerly .governed, by kings, but now a republican, ftate. From. 
thence we croffed the-river Afopus, and proceeded through the delightful plains of 
Arcadia and the territory of Elis to: Olympia. We have found. fufficient employ- 
ment fince our arrival, in viewing the antiquities and curiofities of the place, pars 
ticularly the temple of Juprrzr Oxymprvs, the grove called Altis, wherein it is 
built, and the plain of Pelops.. The. archite& of this temple was Liso the Elean, 
Tt is, covered on the roof with marble cut.in the form of tiles, and the fhell of the 
ftructure. is: white) ftone;,.on. the top of the. pediment, ftands-a;ViGory holding a 
golden, buckler, engrayen with Medufa’s head, .a prefent of the Lacedemonians and 
3 . Argives 
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Arpives after the battle of Tanzera, to the Athenians. The pediment of the 

principal front is adorned with:fculpture, reprefenting the ftory of PeLops winning 

the daughter of Orwomaus king of Elis, at the chariot courfe. It is faid to be the 

work of a native of Mendez, a city in Thrace... In the pediment of the back front, 

is the battle of ‘the Centaurs and the Lapithe,. ‘executéd by’ Atcaments, a celebrated 

Athenian {culptor. Two brazen gates afford a fpacious entrance into the body of 
the temple, and two ranges of columns’ fepporting two galleries raifed exceeding 

high lead up to the throne of Jurrrer. The eyes of every fpectator mut be-im- 

mediately ftruck with the ftatue- of that deity at’ the upper end, which the nearer it 

is approached the more it excites admiration. ‘This ftatue is univerfally efteemed 

the mafter-piece of PxHipras, who took his idea of it froma fublime defcription in 

Homer of that‘god.. The materials are: gold and ivory. ‘The image has-on its-head 

a crown of gold’ refembling the branches of an olive tree. In “his right hand he: 
holds a Vidory formed of gold and ivory; in his left ‘a fcepter éxquifitely polithed,. 
inlaid with a variety of metals, and furmounted with an-eagle. The mantle is gold, 

embroidered with various animals and flowers. There is a ferene majefty: in: the: 
look, which at once creates love and veneration, and-puts one in mind of Homer’s 

epithet for him}, Ihe futher of gods and men,’ The throne-is- anfwerable to the mag-- 
‘nificence of the deity who fills it. Ft is embéllithed on all fides with different orna-- 
ments. At the four corners of the throne’ate feen the graces’ and hours in-a-circling 
dance; at thé bottom are-two lions, one of which holds a: fhield in’ his paw, whereon 

is {culptured the battle of. Tuuszus and the Amazons.’ Before‘all thefe is raid an 

enciofure breaft-high, where the pencil of Pan awus has exerted itfelf in» painting 

fuch fubjects, as may have a proper effect to animate thofé fpé@ators; who intend 

to enter the lifts. There is Hercuiers relieving Promeruevus; the fame hero fup-- 
porting the globe in the room: of Arias. The prieft who accompanied us,. toll: 
us, that.Purpras,.after he had finifhed the ftatué, having beoged’ of Jurrrer to: 
give him fome token that his workmanfhip had not difpleated him, immediately the- 
pavement near him, was ftruck with lightning, and in memory of the miracle a. 
brazen urn was placed over the fpot. I could’not help looking ‘at a row of pillars 

in the fan@tuary, whieh-are hune round with tablets of treaties ‘between the Grecian: 
ftates, depofited as it were under thé guardianfhipsof Juprrer. But their réverence 

to the fupreme deity is not fo powerful an incitement to preferve the articles of them: 
inviokate, as their intereft or refentment is to induce them to infringe them:. Our- 
company was with difficulty drawn away from viewing thefe wonderful perform- 

ances, which do fo. much. honour to the Grecian mafters,.to walk over the reft of 
the temple, and particularly to furvey that noble colection-of prefents and offerings, 

which are made either by victors at the games to fhew their gratitude, or by-princes 

and foreign ftates to teftify their veneration to the god. ‘There are laid up in the: 
facred treafury vafes emboifed with gold, robes {tiff with embroidery and gems;. fta—- 
tues and pictures, which not only dazzle, but fatigue the fight. You.:fee: particu 

larly a.chariot and four brazen horfes, fent by Cynisca, daughter of. Arcuipamus 

king of Sparta, the firft perfon of her fex,. who won the chariot-prize at:‘Olympia. 


When we had fatisfied our curiofity withinthe temple, we were led out-of: a cate 
in the northern fide into the Pelopion, or plain of Pelops, which is planted) with 
rows of trees, interfperfed with innumerabie altars and ftatues of divinities and heroes... 

‘Eftes 
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The Pelopion and Altis inclofe.above fixty,of the former alone, confecrated..tothe dif- 
ferent deities of Greece. Near the gate ftands an altar to Olympian JupiTER of a very 
finoular ftruéture ; for it is wholly built out of ahes from the thighs of the facrificed 
victims. Several fteps lead to the top; the firft half are ftone, the others are made of a 
cement of afhes mixed with water from the river Alpheus, which runs by Olympia round 
- the walls-of the Altis.., And in the. neighbourhood of it are erected the {tatues. of 
the moft renowned amongtt.thofe, who have gained prizes. at the games, with infcrip- 
tions fignifying the number of crowns they have won, and fometimes that they 
were the firft, who conquered. at fuch an exercife. Heresis one of the famous Mito 
of Crotona, who after winning fix prizes at Olympia and as many at Delphi, is come, 
“though advanced in years,.to put in his claim for the thirteenth victory. A little 
way out of the town, near the mountain Cronius are monuments. to the eternal 
infamy of fuch,, as,either by fraud or corruption have obtained the prize; and the 
expences are defray’d out of the fines fet upon them. Am infcription on the ftatue 
‘of one Eupotus records, that he had bribed three of his competitors at wreftling, 
‘and was the firft,. who had tainted the fanctity of the games. . It concludes with an 
-admonition, that, the Olympic palm. was not. to be acquired by money, but addrefs 
“and vigour alone... I. fhall juft mention the temple of Juno, which ftands north of 
the Pelopion, whofe fplendor, and magnificence is far eclipfed by that of the, thun- 
derer,. ‘The ftatues. are many, of them in the old tafte. The greateft rarity is a 
coffer prefented /by Cypsznus tyrant: of Corinth, which would take up a letter to 
defcribe fully... The. fides are. ornamented in the richeft manner with painting and 


“bas-reliefs; that, include the moft remarkable fubjects in the. fabulous hiftory of 
Greece. In the way leading to, the Prytaneum is.aftatue of Jupirzr erected at the 
joint..coft. of the,Grecian, ftates,, that fought againft Marpontus at Platez. The 
names of them, beginning wich the Lacedemonians, followed by the Athenians and 


‘the reft in order, are engraved:on the bafis of the pedettal. 


I can affure thee, potent lord, that nothing I have yet feen in. Greece or Afia 
equals. in any degree, the, magnificence. and) elegance, that appear, in the ftruétures 
here.’ One may fay, that.architecture, painting,. and {culpture have.not only united 
‘their utmoft efforts, but.even exhaufted the fecrets.of their.arts, to render Olympia 
“worthy its tutelar deity, and. the ‘games exhibited to, his honour. I have neither 
memory nor leifure to relate the tenth part of the various entertainment, which this 
place affords me;,and from what I have already, faid, thou: wilt not. wonder, that 
every fifth year renders it the univerfal, refort both of natives and, foreigners... I 
‘cannot, conclude more. properly, than by. laying, before thee the beft account I am 
able to collect upon, the. fpor,..of the origin and alterations, which have happened 
‘In thefe ancient and celebrated .games. . ,\[here..are,.two ftories equally prevalent in 
‘the country, relating to their, firtt inftitution;.the one afcribes it to the Curetes, 
Juprrer’s tutors, the other to the god himfelf, after the defeat of the Titans. . They 
duffered afterwards long interruptions, and were feverally renewed by Hercutes, 
and Prtops, when ke had. won Hipponamia the daughter of Oznomaus at a chariot- 
race.’ This part of their hiftory is fabulous and uncertain; but I think all agree, 
that they were eftablifhed on their.prefent footing, by. Ipurrys, ;a defcendant of 
Oxyius, king of Elis, about. 408 years after the raking of Troy. It was at that 
period. they took a regular form; then gymnafiums and places of .exercife. were fer 

up; 
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up, and directors of the games or Hellanodica appointed. Thofe officers are now nine 
in number, chofen by lot from amongft the principal inhabitants of Elis, whofe terri- 
tory is declared facred, and thofe accounted impious and facrilegious, who invade it. 
From enjoying thefe honours and immunities, Elis is become one of the beft peopled 
{tates in Greece. Every one, of what nation or quality foever, who intends to be 
a competitor in the games, is obliged to prefent himfelf before the magiftrates in the 
Prytaneum, and take an oath at the altar of Juprrer there, that he had for the 
ten preceding months performed a kind of novitiate in the exercifes, which he pro- 
pofes to appear in at the games; and that he would ftrictly adhere to the terms 
prefcribed for each exercife. Then a herald with a loud voice demands, if no one 
prefent can accufe the candidate of any crime or mifdemeanor, which renders him 
unworthy to contend for the crown of olive. If no objeétions are made, the name 
of the perion is enrolled in a public regiftery and himfelf difmiffed till. the day of 
trial. The wreftlers are divided into two claffes, that of children, and that of men; 
the former are admitted from the age of twelve to feventeen. Women are not 
allowed under pain of death to be prefent at any part of the {olemnity. 


As the games, which are always fixed for the full moon in Ekatombeon, will 


begin in a few days, thou mayft expect, that this letter will foon be followed by 
another, containing a full account of the whole reprefentation. Farewel. 


P 


toe AEERG PRES 


Hiy.pAs?P ES to: CLEAN DER, 


Can no longer contain myfelf, Cieawpzr, from returning my thanks for thofe 


agreeable letters I have received from thee on thy journey to Olympia.» I value 
-thy ftriendfhip above all I have contraéted, fince it is fo far from cooling ina 
foreign climate, that it grows warmer in abfence, and perpetually turns thee back to 
thy country and acquaintance, amtid{t a variety of new objects to engage thy atten- 
tion. 


I imagine e’er this. time thou a 
Gosryas, and the 

queen-mother and 
prayers in favour of 
remained but to put { 
was firft thought proper, ‘that 
vand the chief fersbe.. Upon tha 

e 


t informed of Sacas’s confpiracy by the noble 
yhich have been already taken in that affair. The 
found the king inexorable to their 
drew. their interceflion. Nothing then 
{upreme council in executions however it 
privately examined before Micasyzus 
, 1 am told, difcoveries of importance were 

extorted from him by the rack ;:.and that. he bas accufed many of the fatraps of 
Media, who were involved in the fame guilt. This report is a good deal confirmed 
by the exprefs, who went lately into thatsprovince with orders: from: our potent 
monarch, that Panpates, Minpus, and. Oxyarnrss, three Median lords, fhould 
repair to Babylon without delay.» He: brings werd, that the latter:is fled, and that 
U 1S 
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his two accomplices, not fufpecting the danger, are fecured by a flrong guard. 
Gopryas is much bufied im watching the intrigues of thofe, who. are endeavouring, 
to trace out from what quater thefe horrid practices were laid open. A few days 
fince the perfidious eunuch received the juft reward of his treafons, and was boated,. 
according to the fevere penalties inflicted on traitors by the law of Perfia.. The 
hunting feat, that belonged to him in the foreft of Nifa,. and all his riches are con— 
fifcated to the king’s ufe, which are valued at more than an hundred thoufand darics. 
1 have myfelf fome detfign of applying for a grant of the former, as it will be a very 
convenient recefs for me, whenever a change in the minilftry, the death of my royal. 
matter; or the infirmities of old age,. oblige me to. leave the toilfome attendance: 
of a. court-life. } 

Pyracmion the Lacedemonian agent is gone back to'Sparta, without an: audience 
of leave. For as he has never appeared. regularly in the character of a public: 
minifter during tis ftay here, by reaion of his obftinate refufal to comply with the 
ceremony of proftration at his arrival, it. was impoffible for me to admit him into- 
the king’s prefence. At the fame time that the ruling magiftrates in Lacedemon: 
have recalled. Pyracmon, they have feat us another in his room} whofe name is- 
Nicawper. From the judginent I have been able to form,of him, he is as ftrange: 
a creature as his countryman, and is poffeffed of all the uncouthnefs and tndelicacy,. 
which feem inherent in every member of that military republic. As foon as he came 
within the walls of the palace, he defired to be prefented to ARTAXERXES as a. 
commiffioner from Thebes, that he might avoid going through the forms of an: 
audience in. the quality of a Lacedemonian; and being afked,. if he had brought any: 
powers from'that ftate to treat with the Great King,. he replied, yes, but that his: 
initrutions were more confiderable from his native city. I was ordered by the 
minifters of our fublime court to tell him, that this was regarded as a trifling eva— 
fon of the homage paid to our fovereign by the minifters of every ftate; and that 
though he intended. it to preferve (as. he proudly thought) the dignity of a Spartan,, 
yet fuch mean and fhifting arts were much below the character of politenefs,. which 
the Greeks affumed to themfelves; and he muft confent to be received as an ambafla- 
dor from Eacedemon, or not at all. The delivery of this meflage had its due 
weight; and in a furly manner he fubmitted. But I obferved,. when I conducted. 
him into the royal chamber, agreeably to the ufual ceremony,. he dropped a ring,. 
which he wore upon his finger, and in ftooping to recover it, made an aukward 
reverence to our monarch. I faw immediately, by the refentment which fparkled in 
the king’s eyes, that this behaviour gave offence, and the conference was fhort ;. 
but that wife counfellor Mscasyzus has advifed him to fuffer reafons of policy to: 
fuperfede the motions of anger.. | 


To give thee a further infight into the manners of the man,. I mutt tell thee of” 

a circumftance, which will excite thy laughter ; that in all his converfations with: 
Gosryvas he difdains the offered civility of that courteous minifter, by throwing 
his body on the floor of the apartment, where they meet together, inftead of 
refting himfelf upon the fofa of ftate. It was intimated to me one day, that it 
would be proper to invite NicanDER to an entertainment of dancing and mufic, 
which was ordered that evening in the magnificent hall of Darius. anita 
NTAN 
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INTAPHERNES along with me, and we went about noon to wait upon Nicaw- 
per. We were introduced to him without any form, and found him dining alone 
very heartily on a mefs of the famous black broth, which I conjecture from the 
coarfe appearance of it muft be a deteftable repaft to any but a Lacedemonian 
ftomach. ‘The perfon, who attended him, was an Helot flave, whom he had brought 
along with him to Babylon, becaufe of his happy talent in preparing it. He received 
my invitation very coldly, and anfwered me with roughnefs, declaring, that he came 
upon a matter of bufinefs, not a party of pleafure. We left him with a contempt 
for the narrownefs of his temper, and a thorough perfuafion of his incapacity to ferve 
in foreign negotiations. 


Cratippus, the fophift of Rhodes, who has been employed for fome time in 
Gosryas’s office, informed me yefterday under the feal of fecrecy, that he was 
going upon a private expedition to Sparta; and that he fhould be very glad to 
maintain a correfpondence with one, whom he had fo high an opinion of as yourfelf. 
He faid, although that city was at a confiderable diftance from Athens, yet, as he 
fancied you and he fhould be almoft the only well-withers to the king of Perfia in 
the territories of Greece, he would certainly find a method of communicating his 
thoughts to you frequently and without referve. I congratulate thee, CLEANDER, on 
being joint-labourer with a perfon of Cratrppus’s uncommon parts and learning. 
He is a man of fuch dexterity and addrefs, that whether he converfes with the 
fuperftitious Avgyptians, or the effeminate lonians, whether he conforms to the fim- 
plicity of the Perfians, or the {plendor of the Medes, he is equally chearful and 
agreeable. In a word, he feems defigned by nature for a citizen of the world; and 
I dare fay, will be as much pleafed with the water-crefles and brown loaves of Sparta, 
as with all the rich wines and, luxury.of Afia. Such a character as this, which I 
defcribe to thee, can only be the refult of good fenfe and a fuperior underftanding. 


I hope thou and I, my friend, fhall never know, what it is to be like the defpi- 
cable NicanpDeR, but rather imitate the rational turn of Crarippus. The man- 
ners of various nations are generally as different as their political interefts ; and it 
argues a littlenefs of mind, to.think the peculiarities of one’s own country are drawn 
out of the depths of wifdom, while the cuftoms of another deferve to be branded 
with folly.” ‘Vhou wilt fmile perhaps at a courtier, who concludes with the fpirit of 
a philofopher; but I leave it to thy determination, whether a low partiality to the 
manners ef thofe, who inhabit one fpot upon the globe, in oppofition to the reft of 
the world, is-not a kind of immorality, as well as a fubject of ridicule, 


From Babylon. Ci; 


U i2 LETTER 


148 AT UAAEANSD AN “Ese TT EUR?S, 


BT AT OR SL ae 


SM-ER.DI1LS...tO; Ci LE(A NeD BURBS 


Do not know,. whether I am more pleafed or afhamed at the letters I receive from 

thee. I ought not to want a fpur to fuch an unequal correfpondence ; for while 
thou tranfmitteft to me foreign arts and knowledge, the -boafted commodities of 
Greece, all the return I make is from the cheap and familiar produce of our own 
country. ‘Thy letters convince me of the vanity of Greece in valuing herielf wpon 
fcience, as her property, which thou haft gained’ fuch an infight into, (though it Is- 
matter of amufement to thee, rather than any part of thy bufinefs) that thou couldft 
eafily tranfplant it hither, were it compatible with the policy of our government. 
But: the true Perfian maxims would make the refinements of Greece needlefs by 
contracting our wants, and fecuring us from the incroachments of luxury, which 
requirés fo many miniftring and attendant arts in her retinue. ‘To fpeak truth, and 
draw the bow, is indeed an abridgment of a true Perfian education ; which implies, 
that our bodies fhould be fitted for the fervice of our country, and our minds habi- 
tuated to fincerity and virtue. The faculties of man, I’prefume, cannot be laid-out 
in a more laudable fervice. How little pleafing foever the fimplicity of this plan 
may be to a Greek, ‘the great ends may more certainly, ard:with lefs danger of cor-- 
ruption, be attained by it, which they propofe to themfelves by more indirect and labo- 
rious methods of ftudy. ° 1 fuppofe the people of Athens defire to hear truth, when 
they liften to-their orators, and thefe are thought beft qualified to deliver it; yet no 
man will fay, that to fpeak truth is an art, or requires any labour of the braia. 
What then is meant by the talent of eloquence, which is attained with fuch diffi- 
culty? If it be to conceal truth, or to difguife falfhood, fo‘ that it fhall not be 
known, or to give it fo-antiable a-drefs, that we fhall receive it knowingly ; this. 
indeed: requires fkill, but is no great accomplifhment ; nor fhould I think myfelf at 
all obliged to a man for being at fo much‘ pains to lead’ me out of my way. I guefs 
the young philofopher you fpeak of is not addicted to oratory. Doth Socrates, 
who profeffes and teaches others.to ftudy themfelves,. affect it? TI fcarce believe fo ; 
the man, who fearches his own breaft, finds, that truth has a right to precedencé there, 
and that the tongue fhould interpret: the heart. Socrates has prudently’ difen- 
caged himfelf from the boafted wifdom: of his country, by profeffing his-ignorance 
and difregard of it, in comparifon of that, which tends immediately to the culti- 
vation of the mind, and eftablifhing an univerfal rule for human actions. “Fhis: no 
doubt muft be his-aim, and he feems to bid. fair for fuccefs; for he, who would 
prefcribe to others, muft learn from himfelf what maxims he could be content to 
be governed by. He mutt firft draw reafon from his own breaft; and then it will 
be ratified by common confent, when it comes to be re-applied to the underftanding 
of others. The fophift impofes upon us falfe principles; and if our reafon be too 
bufy in examining them, he intangles it in inextricable fubtilties.- The legiflator 
demands our affent by the terror of his power; but Socrates, like a true rationalift, 


ne 


affects not to fubdue our paffions, without leaving every man an appeal to his own 
judgment, 
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judgment, and thereby diflinguifhes the moralift from the politic legiflator and 
falle philofopher, who equally” aim at fubjecting us to their own sbolie aut Gcheeep 
under pretence of reforming our prejudices.. This wife man’s ftudy of himfelf_ma 
be attended with great confequences in bringing to light the dictates of reafon, which 
are of undeniable authority, and nothing lefs than the original revelation oF Oro- 
maspeEs. ‘The divine will being thus afcert tained, the wife ‘and virtuous will have a 
rational expectation of a recompence to their obe dience; and the well-grounded 
hope of this reward will add weight to the reafons of the moralift, and confirm hi 
whole fyftem. It is eafy for us, whom uncorrupt traditions and the boo “2 of 
ZoroasTeER have inftructed-in worthy notions of the deity, to think what is fo 
agreeable to our reafon may be traced out by it alone. But if human reafon is in- 
fafficient to penetrate fo far into the divine economy, may OROMASDES put himfelf 
in the way of this glorious inquirer; and thus perhaps fhall his doctrine diffufe itfelf 
univerfally, and the holy flame be lighted up in the temples of the weft. Thou 
feemeft, CLEANDER, to have no mean opinion of the Greek philofopher s, and per- 
haps mayft think them worth undeceiving in fome wrong conceptions of the Perfian 
religion. When Orants, the great defcendant of ZERDUSHT, acc omp yanied Xerxes 
into Greece, he fhed the fi ft dawn of divine light amongft them; but they are per- 
petually mifinformed by travellers, who attend only to Uggs Aas and reprefent 
fome external rites, which they obferve amongtft us, aS the fubftance of our worfhip. 
i have been told, they have adopted fome of “the rites of ‘Egypt which the HEgyp- 
tians themfelves ufed only as a fymbol; fo infenfible are they to what is A a 
and exalted. They have no other than vifible objects of adoration; and their ap- 
prehenfion feems at a lofs in every thing, that is veiled from the fenfe. Thus becaufe 
we religioufly preferve the purity of the elements, and think it impious by any un- 
natural commixture to pollute them, which in the creation were ia ise and 
Seen to be kept without defilement, they call us worfhippers of thefe elements 
a miftake, which Heropotvus himfelf is fallen into. I once met with a Geet, 
dihof ignorance of my character made him ufe his national freedom towards me: 
ad eece, faid he, has no reafon to regret the attempts, which Perfia has made on her 
berty, fince fhe has been settee with immortal honour; and the barbarity of 
x axes will be an eternal ftain to Perfia, who deftroyed' all the temples of Cas 
It of a al ge diflike of the ufe of them, while fill they were approved i 
Petfia. it told him, they were deftroyed, becaufe they were faid to contain a God. 
within them, which was found to be no other perhaps than an image of wood, which 
had been inade and placed there by 1 its worth aba To this he. eave me ne he 
thought a very fafficient anfwer, that inftead of burning the temples, Xerxes fhould 
have fet fire to the images, eich would in He t condition have been fit objets for 
a Perfian _worthipper: "The e petulance of the man betrayed his ignorance, tho had. 
not made himfelf fo far acquainted with us, as to know, that fire was a facred 
fy ymbol, which ZeaDusuT brought down from heaven, to Hensal us, that this ele- 
ment is not more neceffary to the bodies, than the cherifhing influence of the deity 
is to the fouls of men. 


ye 


May ony wifdom, CLEANDER, contribute to the phe thefe contemptuous 
Gieelrs to the yoke of Perfia, which they have hitherto furprifingly efcaped. Who 
would have thought but Kerxzs had joined them to his dominions, when he linked 
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the two continents together with his fleet! How near was Daris executing his great 
maiter’s order, who was commanded to fend the inhabitants of Athens and Eretria 
in chains to Perfia? Eretria was incompaffed and taken, and ali its proud citizens 
fent hither to gratify the will of their conqueror, where they now mourn their fer- 
vitude. And had fuccefs accompanied our arms at Marathon, the city, where thou 
now refideft, had been unpeopled, and her fons tranfported to cultivate the defert 
lands of Perfia, or, fcattered over our numerous provinces, had been utterly deprived 
of all hope of uniting themfelves again into a community. Farewel. 


From Balch. H. 
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HE games, which raifed fo great an expectation, and drew together fuch a 
multitude of fpectators, are now over; and I believe moft of thofe, who were 
prefent, employed like me in giving an account to their abfent friends of the re- 
markable circumftances, that attended them. On the day appointed for the opening 
of the games, the whole affembly had early taken their places in the ftadium of 
Olympia. The fpot, where the combatants engage, is in the form of an arena or 
pit, and covered with fand. The feats rife round it one above another. The two 
firft days out of the five allotted for the celebration of this folemnity were appointed 
for the wreftling and boxing. The names of the candidates for the prize in thofe 
exercifes were read over betore the people by an herald. Then a filver urn was 
produced, containing a number of balls equal to that of the combatants, and each 
pair was matched together, who drew out two balls, on which the fame letters of 
the alphabet were inicribed. After the competitors had rendered their bodies firm 
and fupple by rubbing and pouring oil upon them, they befmeared them with fine 
fand to give the better hold for grappling. Several matches went forward at the 
fame time. To obtain the victory it is.requifite to give two falls, and renew the 
combat three times. If a wreftler, who is thrown, pulls his adverfary down with 
him, they muft grapple together upon the ground, till one of them getting upper- 
moft conftrains the other to afk for mercy. Then the acclamations of the fpectators, 
which continue with various interruptions whilft the trial of {kill lafts, are redoubled. 
The Hellanodice prefent the victor with the crown of olive, a branch of palm, and 
a robe, on the very fpot, where he was engaged. In this equipage, preceded by a 
herald, he craffes the ftadium amidft the fhouts and praifes of that innumerable con- 
courfe of people. His name and country are proclaimed by found of trumpet; 
flowers, girdles, money and other prefents of that nature are thrown upon him, as 
he paffes along. An odd accident happened to Mito of Crotona. ‘That famous 
wreftler prefented himfelf, but found no antagonift; upon which the prefidents of 
the games called him to prefent him with the crown, but as he advanced forwards 
to receive it, he fell down. The people immediately cried out, that one, who could 
not keep himfelf upon his legs, did not deferve the honours due to a conqueror. 
‘Che old man looked round, and anfwered with a great deal.of {pirit, “ ’Tis true I 
| “ have 
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« have got one accidental fall, but I would willingly fee any man amongft you, who: 
« could give me a fecond.” When thefe matches were over, the ftadium was left 
clear for the boxers. They were armed for this rude encounter with the caftus, a 
leathern gauntlet, which folds round the fingers and upper part of the hand, and is 
faftened at the wrift, and ftrengthened on the outfide with plates of iron orlead. I 
muft own, though the agility and fupplenefs of the wrcftlers, and their various ar- 
tifices to give or avoid a fall, afforded me fome pleafure, I could not behold without 
a fecret horror the rough blows, which the boxers fo unmercifully dealt on each 
other. It is no uncommon thing at thefe matches to fee a contufion raifed on the 
face, an eye ftruck out, or a jaw-bone cracked by the tremendous blows of the 
ezftus. ANDRoLicHus one of the boxers appeared like an object, who intended to 
excite the charity rather than the applaufes of the affembly. He loft an eye at Pifa, 
his foreteeth at Nemea, had his nofe flattened at Delphi, and was carried off for dead 
here. ‘That thou mayft the better judge, how difagreeable the {pectacle muft be to 
one, in whom cuftom has not effaced the foft impréffions of humanity, I will tell 
thee a remarkable incident, to which I was myfelf an eye-witnefs. ‘Two boxers 
Crevcas and Damoxenes agreed, on the point of engaging, to give each other 
notice of every blow. The agreement was ili kept; for Damoxenes having bid his 
adverfary lift up his hand, ftrack him on the fide with fuch violence, that partly 
with the force of the blow, partly the fharpnefs of his nails, he pierced his belly, 
and tore out his entrails. Creucas expired on the fpot. The crown was decreed 
him, though dead, and Damoxenss was punifhed for his barbarity with perpetual 
banifament. The boxer, who fhewed moft fkill, was THeacenes of Syracufe. He 
had acquired fuch a ftrength in his wrifts, that merely by parrying the blows of his. 
competitor, and holding him at arm’s length, he obliged him. out of wearinefs to: 


refign the wictory.. 


The Pancratiafts, Pentathloi, and the Throwers of the Difcus made their appear- 
ance on the third day. The performance of the firft is a mixture of wreftling and 
boxing; it borrows from the one thofe violent contorfions of the limbs and fhakes 
of the body, from the other the art of ftriking and avoiding a blow. It is one of 
the rougheit and moft dangerous exercifes, of which we had an inftance in ARACHION 
of Sparta. That brave Pancratiaft having received fo violent a fqueeze from his 
antagonift, that he was on the point of being ftrangled, had ftreneth enough re- 
maining to break the other’s jaw, and obliged him to afk for mercy, though the 
victor himfelf expired the moment after. The Hellanodica ordered ARacHion to 
be crowned, as he lay dead on the ftadium. The expreffions of joy and fatisfaction 
in the affembly at the brave aGtion of the Spartan are not to be deferibed. 


The Pentathloi are a particular fet of combatants, who have acquired fuch a 
maftery at wreftling, boxing, throwing the difcus, running, and cafting the javelin, 
as to perform in each the fame day. ‘They make it a rule never to match a Pen- 
tathlos with another, who has made one of thefe exercifes alone his employment; 
as they fuppofé very reafonably, that a perfon, who has divided his time between fo 
many different occupations, cannot be equal to one, who has applied his whole time 
to be perfect in a fingle exercife. 


The 
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he difcus is a huge mafs of iron of a roundifh fhape, and_polithed. furface. 
Thofe who throw it, lean the whole weight of their body upon one of their legs, 
which they ftep forwards; they whirl the difcus round horizontally, and caft it from 
them with their utmoft force. He, who throws fartheft, obtains the prize. 

The fourth day was taken up with the runners on foot, and the race-horfes. The 
ftadium for the former is compofed of three parts; the entrance, which is marked 
by.a barrier of wood; the middle, which is a rifing ground, where the crowns are 
placed in fight of their competitors; and the goal, which is diftinguifhed by a large 
tree. or poft. ‘Phere are two forts of racers; thofe, who run naked, and thofe, who 
are armed with a light helmet, a target, and a fort of bufkin. There are likewife 
three forts of courfes. The courfe of the ftadium, which is only from the barrier 
to the goal; the diaules, which is twice the length of the ftadium; and the dolicus, 
which is much longer than either, Dozicuus of Tarfus in Cilicia won the prize; 
and a poet has made an epigram, the turn of which is, that the “ barrier and the 
** goal are the only places, where the young Cilician is feen; for no one can fay, he 
“* was ever perceived in the middle of the courfe.” 


Se iy) 

out by the archite&t Creatas, and is looked upon.as one of the curiofities of Greece. 
That part of it.called the barrier, where the horfes and cars affemble before they 
enter the lifts, by the difpofition of the ground and buildings round it, refembles 
the prow of a fhip. It grows narrower towards the end, and forms a kind of beak 
juft at the place where it opens into the courfe. In the midft of the barrier is an 
altar; on the top ftands a brazen eagle, which is made to raife itfelf, and extend its 
wings as a fignal for the races to begin. ' On the fides are vaulted buildings, which 
ferve for ftands to the horfes and chariots, till they proceed to take their places as 
the lots determine them. ‘The courfe itfelf is divided into two parts, a terrafs, and 
a hill that rifes gently from the plain. There are two goals; at the one is a ftatue 
of Hipropamia ‘holding a chaplet to crown Pzzops, at the other an altar to the 
genius Taraxippus. It is obferved, that at this altar the horfes take fuch a fudden 
fright, as frequently to overthrow their riders. The fuperftitious Greeks attribute it 
to a divine impulfe, and therefore make vows to obtain the favour of TARAXIPPUS. 


In the afternoon we removed to the hippodrome or herfe-courfe, which was laid 


In the horfe-races I particularly admired fome expert riders, who being upon the 
back of one horfe, and leading a fecond, would leap from one to the other with fur- 
prifing agility.. Nor is the addrefs of a mare belonging to Parporas of Corinth to 
be left unmentioned. Though her matter fell off im the beginning of the race, fhe 
continued her courfe in the fame manner as if he had kept his feat, turned round the 
goal, redoubled her'vigor at the found of the trumpet, and came'in the firft. The 
Hellanodica ordered Puipotas to be crowned, who has obtained permifien from 
the Eleans to erect a ftatue to the memory of his mare Aura. 

The fifth and laft day was taken up in the chariot-courfes, which I thought were 
much the fineft part of the fight. The {plendor of the equipages, as they were 
drawn out in a long line before the lifts, the neighing of the horfes,. the cries of the 
Ciar 


iarioteers, and the applaufes of that vaft concourle of fpectators, fofmed a very 


cheerful 
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cheerful and agreeable entertainment. Each chariot was drawn by four horfes all in 
front; the two beft are always outermoft. The chariot-race was as ufual full of a 
great many incidents.. The car of Apmerus the Corinthian broke down in turning 
round the goal, and two others, which followed behind, run foul upon it, and 
overturned their drivers. My friend Paitociss’s horfes, which were very mettle- 
fome, flew out fo furioufly at the altar of Taraxippus, that withthe violence of 
the fhock he had like to have loft his feat.. He kept it with fome difficulty; but a 
chariot of Axciprapes had an opportunity to pafs by him, and obtain the fecond 
prize. That young Athenian, who had no lefs than feven chariots, which entered 
the lifts, won the firft, fecond, and fourth prizes. Paitoctes came in for the 
third. . 


On the evening of the day, on which this folemnity ended, the Hellanodicze made 
a fupper, according to cuftom,.in the Prytaneum of Olympia, for the victors at the 
different exercifes. 


AxcipraDes entertained the whole aflembly the next in a manner anfwerable to 
the magnificence, wherein he had appeared at the games. -Empepocies of Agri- 


gentum gave us the moft extraordinary regale. Ashe is a Pythagorean, both fifh 
and flefh are abfolutely forbid by the do€trines of his fect; and therefore he had an 
ox made of pafte compofed of myrrh, frankincenfe, and f{pices, which he diftri- 


‘buted by pieces to all who prefented themfelves. 


The different difpofitions of .my. five companions have rendered. the pleafure 
arifing from the company and diverfions of Olympia peculiar to each., The pious 
and humane Puitzmon renews thofe long-contracted friendfhips, which war claims 
a right of interrupting fer a time; and is never more happy, than in trying to infufe 
fentiments of peace, and a. friendly difpofition towards Athens in his Spartan and 
Corinthian acquaintance. Ciinias has complained to me with fome concern, -tha 
the learned pertormances repeated here do not equal thofe he remembers formerly, 
when Pinpar charmed the ears of ;Greece by. his odes, and Hrroporys excited their 
attention to his hhiftory. - The polite Cutorus boafts, that he was the firft.man, 
who congratulated ALcrBiapzs upon gaining three prizes at the chariot-courfe, and 
was in return the/,firft of the afiembly invited to fupper the next.evening by that 
magnificent Athenian, Hrppras is not fo far loft to his bufinefs as a merchant 
amidft the pleafures of the place, but he has found time to drive feveral advan- 
tageous bargains. As to-Puiocres, he thinks himfelf arrived to the higheft pitch 
of happinets.and glory, to which a mortal can attain. . For the Greeks, potent lord, 
hold their countrymen, who conquer at thefe games, in no fall degree of efteem ; 


they are not only maintained at the public charge for the reft of their lives, but 


exempted from the burden of taxes and civil employments. 


Thou wilt, I believe, agree with me in concluding, that though fuch exercifes as 
give a graceful appearance to the body, and form it, for military fervice, fhould be 
cultivated in all wife tates; yet thofe ought to be difcountenanced, which tend only 
to breed up afet-of idle perfons, who by making the art. of maiming the limbs of 
their fellow-creatures their only employment, ,are in effect rendered fit for nothing 

elfe, 


elf. However, one cannot help admiring that paffionate love of glory, which urges: 
on the Greeks to contend fo earneftly for the crown of olive. It brings to my mind: 
a generous faying of “FiGRANES the Mede: being informed, that the formidable 
‘nvafion of Xerxes had not interrupted the Olympic games, and told at.the fame 
time in what the reward confifted,. he cried out in raptures, even in. the prefence of 
his fovereign, “ Heavens, Marvontus, againft what men are we come to ficht,, 
& who do not make wealth the obje€&t of their contention, but fame!” Adieu. 


From Olympia.. F,- 
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“FA HE Mitylenian embaffadors had a few days ago a.public. audience of the Pe+- 
loponnefian allies. in the temple of Jupiter Otympius.. The chief of the 
embafly laid before them, in. a long and artful harangue, the reafons which: had in- 
duced his ftate to renounce their dependance upon Athens.- Hie beoun with defiring 
the affembly not to-be prejudiced againft his ftate, becaufe after continuing’ fo:many- 
years in a firm alliance with the Athenians during the time of their profperity, they: 
now deferted them in that of their diftrefs. But,. he faid,. as the true motive of. the 
treaty, which they had made with the Athenians, was not to affift them in dubduing 
the reft of the Greeks, but. to join in'the common caufe againft the Barbarians; fo» 
when once the ambitious. views of Athens made her ufurp an unreafonable. fuperio-- 
rity over her neighbours,. thofe ties. were naturally diffolved.. That the: favours,. 
which Athens had beftowed upon them, and the lenity,. with which they*had been: 
treated, though they carried a fair appearance, were intended to keep the Lefbians; 
from ftirring,. whilft that afpiring republic was infenfibly enflaving: the reft of her: 
allies. That therefore no charge of ingratitude to: benefactors could lie againft ‘his. 
countrymen, who were only preventing, by a timely precaution, thofe dangers. which- 
farrounded them. He next reprefented the advantages, which the « Peloponnefians: 
would gain. by receiving them into their alliance ; that befides. ftrengthening their. 
fleet with-a large fquadron,. they would have an opportunity, by the convenient fitu-- 
ation of Lefbos, to intercept thofe fupplies, which enabled Athens to continue the 
war.’ He fet forth in exaggerated colours the weak. condition.of the latter, exhaufted: 
by the plague, the expences of their preparations, and the loffes they had fuftained 5. 
and concluded with folemnly entreating them in the name of Olympian JupiTEr, im 
whofe temple they were affembled, not to abandon a people; who were the firft that 
had recourfe to their protection, but to fhew they deferved the glorious. title, which: 
they affumed, of proteétors of the diftreffed, and deliverers of Greece.. The aflem- 
bly, with whom this fpeech had no {mall weight, after a fhort deliberation returned: 
a favourable anfwer, and unanimoufly decreed, that the Lefbians. fhould be’ com- 
prehended in the Peloponnefian league. Deputies from the united ftates have held 
feveral conferences in the Prytaneum.of Olympia, to debate on the prefent pofture 
of their affairs. Parnemon, who watches narrowly over all their defigns, has dif- 
patched a courier to Athens with what intelligence he has been able to procure. He 
fufpects 
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fufpects that-they intend to form a general rendezvous at Corinth, and attack Athens 
both by fea andland. Itis certain, that orders have been iffued out for providing im- 
mediately a large number of machines for tranfporting fhipsover land. The allies are 
now inthe midft of their harveft ; and it will occafion fome delays to take the people 
from their work, which will give the Athenians time to prepare a force fufficient to op- 
pote the attempts of their enemies... This fudden turn of affairs, and the vigorous 
refolutions of the allies, determine the company I came with to fet out early to- 
morrow on their return to Athens. The news I received from Hypaspes, that the 
Perfian court intended to fend a private ‘agent to Sparta, afforded me no {mall plea- 
fure. The miniftry from over-looking both fides of the gamein a conjuncture very 
interefting to Perfia, cannot fail of direéting their councils on the farett erounds, 
particularly when fo important a commiffion is entrufted to one of Cratippus’s abi- 
lities. Noble fatrap, I kifs thy robe, and bid thee farewel, 


The firft of the month Metagitnion. 


Extract of a Letter from Athens. 


Difpatches from Curppipes were yefterday read in the affembly of the people. 
He gives an account in them, that the whole ifland, except Methymna, had declared 
in favour of the Mitylenians; that the reinforcements he had received from thence, 
and our allies, enabled him to form two camps againit the city, one on the north, 
the other on the fouth fide, and to block up their ports fo entirely, that.no fuccours 
could arrive by fea. The befieged made a vigorous fally, but were repulfed. Some 
embaffadors from Thebes and Sparta (he adds) had found means to get into the 
town, and encouraged the inhabitants to hold out with the hopes of a fpeedy relief. 


Matar den Cite cts ae Ee, 
GOoBRY AS to CLEAN DE R; 


T HY letters to Hypaspzs on the Olympic games, and thy remarks on the ee- 
neral appearance of the country, as thou haft found it on thy way to that 
€elebrated folemnity, were highly entertaining to him, Mscasyzus, and myfelf. 
For thou haft difcovered in them a knowledge of the antiquities of Greece, fuperior 
to what one might reafonably expect from thy ftay in it, and an elegance of tafte, 
which nature alone could give thee. The Great King was fo particularly entertained 
with the copies, which he faw of them, that he has depofited them for his own pe- 
rufal in the royal cabinet. He was pleafed to tell me, “ they opened a new fcene 
** to him; that he had journied infancy, like a quiet and inoffenfive traveller, over 
“* a confiderable part of thofe territories, where his ereat father had formerly carried 
** ruin and defolation.” Two ef the Median lords, whom Sacas accufed upon. the 
rack, were conducted to Babylon by a detachment of Doryphori, under the com- 
mand of Araspzs, They underwent an examiaation of three hours in, MecaByzus’s 
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apartment ; but it was with difficulty we were able to extort any thing from them, 
and. the teftimonials they gave of their behaviour have almoft convinced fome of 
he fupreme council, that no material reproach can be fixed upon their characters. 
I confefs to thee, I am rather willing to fufpend my fentiments, till the common 
accidents of time, and fuggeitions of prudence, have enabled us to fee further into 


; + 


this dark and intricate affair. It is hard to imagine a wretch, who died in torments, 
would lay the charge of fach bloody purpoles to other, than his =real accomplices; 
and | think the honour of a fatrap is a point fo tender, that it ought to: be free not 
only from the imputation, but even. the remoteft fufpicion of guilt. J took the hi- 
berty to urge this once at a meeting of the minifters, when I perceived many fatraps 
were of a different opinion. For my own part, I have made the moft accurate’ 
enquiries over the province of Media by means of feveral expert emiflaries, whom 1 
fent thither; nor do I find: among the inhabitants the leaft, inclination’ to revolt. 
What confirms me init, is, that the king has not long fince received a very loyal 
and dutiful addrefs from the people of that country, prefented. to him. by the hands. 
of their principal nobles, in which they exprefs their fenfe of his. paternal. care for 
the welfare of the Perfian. empire; and congratulate him on the difcovery of the 
execrable treacheries of Sacas, befeeching Ornomasnss to fpread his cuardian wing 
over the mighty ARTAXERXES, the peculiar favourite of heaven,. and the favourite 
of every nation, whom the radiant, Miruras furveys in his diurnal courfe. A few 
days ago I had intelligence, that OxyATHRES is retired into Scythia. I am afraid,, 
he is far engaged in the eunuch’s con{piracy, and is fied: from. a confcience of his 
criminal tranfactions. Artaus infinuated to me,. when advice arrived of his de- 
parture, that. it was probable, as that lord was defcended. from PuRaorrTEs,, he 
might be the perfon defigned in. the paflage tranfcribed by thee from one of Sacas’s: 
letters. to PERICLES. 


Crarippus has orders to fet out for Lacedemon as foon as the campaign is over 
in Greece. I have given him particular inftructions to examine in the beft manner’ 
that he can, what information the people of that city receive from their new envoy 
refiding at this court, NicanDER. The conferences which pafs between. him and 
me, are whimfical enough; for while 1 am endeavouring to find out what lengths 
his commiffiion will fuffer him‘to go with us, and what is the meaning of his em- 
bafly, he is ftudious to anfwer me in fuch_a way, as that after the converfation is 
over, the refult of it fhall amount to nothing. ‘Fhou knoweft, I am obliged by 
my office to recollect the fubfance of all interviews with foreign minifters, in order 
to deliver them ina fpeech at the council table; and to be plain with you, this 
Nieanver fearce gives me matter for a fpeech. In that cafe'I can’ only tell the fa- 
traps of the cabinet, how much I attempted ‘to fay, and how little he was pleafed. 
to reply; fo that the moft'confiderable part in the dialogue falls-wholly to my fhare: 

The laf time I talked ‘with him, I exerted myfelf greatly before him, and drew 
him out by the mere violence of words into fome warmth. As he is of a turn 
fomewhat fingular, I fancy thou wilt be entertained with a few traits’ of his manner 
in converfing. He acquainted me, “ that he is commanded by the Spartans to re- 
“ quire a fleet of roo fail‘with 20,000 land forces from our monarch; in return for 
« which extraordinary ‘affiftance,’ they offer their friendihip, and a promife to aid us 

“. with 
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« with troops againft any rebellion in Algypt, or commotion in the provinces.” 
I told him, “ that my royal mafter expects from the republic of Sparta terms of 
‘© @ more important nature, if he vouchfafes to enter into a league with them: that 
Nicanper could not but be fenfible, there are two articles in the treaty, called 
Cimon’s peace, which the Perfians are defirous to fee annulled: and therefore we 
muft infift, that the Lacedemonians fhall never be reconciled'to Athens, unlefs we 
« are allowed free navigation on the Grecian feas, and our monarch be put in full 
«« poffeffion of the colonies in Alia.” He anfwered, “‘ As the Athenians were framers 
« of that treaty, he thought they were refponfible for the articles in it; 
&¢ 


ce 
ce 


tc 


and hoped 
(fo unfeafonable a demand would not be a means of obftructing the alliance, which 
he offered between. Artaxerxes and his native city:” adding, “ that the empire 
of Perfia was like an unwieldy body, which, whenever it fickned, might poffibly 
want relief from the influence of Lacedemon.’”ss I again repeated what 
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ae t-I faid, and 
he determined to fend a courier for frefh inftru€tions immediately to Sparta. I then 
afked him the reafon, ‘* Why the Peloponnefians,, and particularly his own country- 
«© men, who boaft of their great armies and extenfive power, have as yet contented 
themfelves in the management of their campaigns in Greece, with only ravaging 
‘¢ the barren foil of Attica? It feems to me, (continued ]) as if you made the bu- 
«<-finefs of war nothing more than mock-fkirmifh and amufement.” ‘ With us, 
«« (anfwered he) war is reft from our labours at home.” ‘ But (faid 1) how comes 
«it wifdorn has fo damped your valour, as that you will not dare to march up to the 
« walls of Athens? Methinks if I know the Spartans, they would willingly exercife 
« their courage in reality. Can fuch a people as this pretend to cope with the nu- 
«© merous nations. of the Eaft? ‘ Yes, (replied he) Thermopyle can prove it.” 
«© And what did Thermopyle prove, (returned I) but the temerity of your leader? 
«© Flowever to be ferious with you, I believe you may have fome political reafons 
« for not hazarding an attack upon Athens. You will forgive me therefore, if I 
« have purfued my raillery too far, and I withdraw. my objection, with refpec to the 
« conduct of your fellow-citizens.” How? (anfwered NicanpDER with fome eager- 
« nefs) but if the objection does not withdraw itfelf, Iam in no wife defirous to be 
“< {> far obliged to you: excufe me, if 1 am beholden to. no one, for the withdraw- 
ing of an objection, when I am endeavouring to maintain an argument, which 
« may be fupported by reafon.” I fimiled at his impatience, and he informed me 
afterwards, that Athens itfelf was a ftrong place, and in diftrefling her allies and 
tributary towns, fhe. was fufficiently weakened by the Peloponnefian army. We 
then turned the converfation to fome other topics, which indeed brought him 
again into good humour, but whereon he fpoke with a difagreeable brevity and 
reierve. Upon the whole, Cieanpzr, I forefee we fhall make no advantage of 
thefe embaflies from the ftiff republic of Lacedemon. Wouldft thou know my 
opinion of the Spartans? ’Tis this; they are a proud and fevere people. Let 
them thank Lycurcus, who has made them fo! Unlike the reft of the admired 
faces, who have given falutary laws to the world, inftead. of enlarging the minds 
of an ignorant race, he has more effectually contracted them. Inftead of teaching 
them a little condefcenfion to others, they have learnt only to! fet a value upon them- 
felves, Inftead of polifhing them into an eafe and benevolence of temper, he has 
reformed them out of it. And for the fake of avoiding the refinements of luxury, 
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the has introduced a neglect of that humanity in the leffer offices of life, which adds 
duch a relifh to the enjoyment of it. 
Cc. 


1 WEN ONE BG Mad BG 7 a! BO. Ge. Yh: 
OrsameES to CLEANDER. From Heliopolis. 


4 N a former letter * from Thebes, Crranpzr, I took notice to thee of the ex- 
4. travagant veneration paid by the Agyptians to feveral of their home-bred animals, 
which muft appear at firft fight exceedingly abfurd and ridiculous. It was my opi- 
ion, that the application of them in their hieroglyphic imagery to exprefs the na- 
ture and attributes of their gods, had acquired to them this extraordinary degree of 
facrednefs; and to palliate this fuperftition the priefts infinuate, that the worfhip 
afcribed to animals is purely relative, and ultimately dire€ted to the divinities, of whom 
they are the fymbols. Now as many of their gods were probably men deified, I am 
led to think, that there is a reference in thefe fymbols, as well to the qualities, 
actions, and remarkable endowments of thofe illuftrious perfons, as to the nature 
and qualities of thofe fidereal divinities, under which they were afterwards worfhipped. 
A black ox for example, the animal facred to the fun, is the fymbol of Osiris, be- 
caufe Osiris, fay the priefts, is the fun, and the moon Isis: but as thofe deities 
during their reign in Afgypt were the firft who introduced agriculture, fo on that 
account likewife the ox and cow might become their fymbols. And for this caufe, 
they tell you, the foul of Osiris after his death retired into that animal, and chofe 
to dwell there rather than any where elfe, becaufe the ox was the fymbol of agricul- 
ture. Hence the ox Mnevis or Menes, which is confecrated to the fun, came to be 
held in fuch veneration, and worfhipped here for a god, as the apis is at Memphis. 
And this reminds me of another reafon alledged for the worfhip of the facred ani- 
mals, though indeed a very fabulous one, taken from the mythological hiftory of 
figypt; that the gods having been once purfued by Typxon, concealed themfelves 
under the figures of different animals, which may perhaps mean no more, than that 
the celeftial gods come down fometimes to dwell in thofe fymbols, which reprefent 
them. And without fome fuch interpretation their mythology concerning Osiris is 
ftrangely confufed and inexplicable, which makes him'to be the fun, and fuppofes, 
that while his foul informs the body of an ox, it ftill refides in that luminary, 
Near akin to this is their doctrine of tranfmigration, which may be another caufe of 
their paying regard to animals. For the Aégyptians fay, they were:the firft who 
maintained that the foul of man was immortal, and that after death it paffed fuccef- 
fively into the bodies of animals, terreftrial, aquatic, and aerial; whence it returns 
to animate the body of a man, and finifhes this circuit in three thoufand years, 
There is through the different parts of AZgypt fo great diverfity in their modes of 
worfhip, that upon a flight examination one might be induced to think they differed 
entirely about their deities ; and that there was no one general fcheme of religion, in 
which they all agreed. And indeed their mythology, whatever it be in itfelf, feems 
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very perplext and intricate to one, who is left to colle& it from external ceremonies;, 
popular cuftoms, and the dark hints, which their priefts, like oracles, at times de- 
liver with great referve and myfterioufnefs. Yet I am of opinion, they do not fo 
much diffent with regard to the deities themfelves, as to the fymbols, under which 
they would reprefent their natures and attributes. For firft 1 am certain, that Isis 
and Osiris are every where adored, though they are differently reprefented, and the 
modes of their worfhip vary in different places, Neither do I think it improbable, 
but that the goat at Mendes receives divine honours on the fame account,. that the 
ox does here and at Memphis. When the Mendefian goat is dead, there is the fame 
mourning throughout the whole nome, as they obferve upon the drowning of their 
facred ox at Memphis. The Mnevis, Apis, and Mendefian goat are held more fa+ 
cred than all the other animals of A@gypt, as if they had the influence of the god. 
more immediately refiding in them. he former two the priefts exprefly declare to 
have in them the foul of Osiris, as they pretend the latter to be the god Pan, 
But as there are two oxen equally facred in their refpective places, it feems difficult 
to underftand, how the foul of Osrris fhould have paffed into both atonce. But 
this I take to have been the cafe; when they deified their hero Menss, who is called 
Osiris, they confecrated him into a fidereal divinity, implying either, that his fpirit 
pafied into the fun, or that the foul of that luminary had refided in Osiris. The 
great lights of heaven were doubtleis the moft obvious of all vifible objects to fill 
che minds of men with a religious reverence. And by thus grafting the worfhip of 
their deified heroes upon the mythology of the celeftial bodies, they found the like- 
liet method to divert the attention of fuch as were their neareft contemporaries. 
from all thofe circumftances in their lives, by which they might remember thofe 
gods to have been men. like themfelves.. But in. order. to. fecure a.more particular 
refpect in fucceeding ages to the perfon himfelf, who was confecrated as a: god,, 
and left the honour intended him might be fwallowed up in the worfhip of an ori- 
ginal deity, I fuppofe thofe rites: and myfteries were invented, which bear a particu- 
lar allufion to the great events of his life, or that remarkable cataftrophe, which: 
ut an end-to it. And being received into the number of the gods, it was necef- 
fary he fhould be remembered. by the particular relation he bore to Aigypt. Thus 
I. fuppofe the hierophants introduced the worfhip of the facred ox as the god 
Osiris, led to it by the hieroglyphic imagery and their doétrine of tranfmigration ; 
and tempered their impofture to the genius. of the vulgar, who are moft taken with 
the groffeft reprefentations. Os1ris having reigned over all Agypt,. and after his. 
death being remembered as a tutelar deity,. in which. the whole country had an 
equal intereft, it is. not to be wondered, if upon the divifion of the kingdoms the 
chief city both of the upper and lower A’gypt fhould claim his. prefence among 
them, And it being an eftablifhed opinion,. that without the living image of their 
god the worfhip of it could. not be rightly folemnized, they both, while divided 
in their interefts, forming alfo a fchifm in their religion, fought out for themfelves 
their own facred ox; and fo the foul of Osiris has. ever fince continued to. inform 
two different animals, though the priefts of the two. cities are fince become more 
united in their interefts. But the vulgar, blinded with fuperftition, examine not into- 
thefe things; and the priefts treat this matter with their ufual fophiftry and collufion; 
though when hardly prefled by men. of reafon. and enquiry, they feem rather to 
maintainy, 
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maintain, that the god Osrris manifefts himfelf in the facred ox, than that the fa- 
cred ox is itfelf the god Osiris. . 


This worfhip of Osir1s I may call the popular religion of Egypt. What more 
recondite doctrines are concealed under the myfteries of Isis, I am not concerned 
in the prefent fubject to enquire. Neither will I enter into a perplext detail of 
their original deities, who are faid to have reioned in ASgypt. For the reign of thofe 
deities I take to mean the mundane revolution, which I {poke of in a former letter*; 
and ‘tis remarkable that the time which they afcribe to the reign of all their cods, 
amounts exactly to the fame period of 36,525 years. The reign therefore of the 
gods I conceive to imply, that the fun, moon, and ftars run their courfes thoufands 
of years before man was upon the earth. ‘The names of thofe deities they confound 
with their demi-gods and heroes. I have been fometimes of opinion, that by Vur- 
can they mean an eternal deity, for they commonly fpeak of his reign as unlimited; 
but his worfhip is not univerfal throughout Aigypt. Their theology in fhort (as I 
have hinted elfewhere) may be refolved ‘into a fyftem of the world, and their Isrs 
and Osrrrs, though generally taken for the fun and moon, which are fuppoied to 
contribute to the generation of all things, have moreover been acknowledged as 
deities through every part of nature, and confecrated over and over into different 
{tars and elements, as new difcoveries came to be made in the heavens or any where 
elfe through the fyftem of nature. About the fame time that the five intercalary 
days were added to their year, ’tis likely that the féigyptian aftronomers had obferved 
the appearance of five new {tars in their horizon, which their predeceffors had taken 
no notice of. And upon this occafion they confecrated their Isrs anew, with others 
of their deities, and fuppofed her to rife in the dog-ftar. Orus the fon of Isrs 
and Osiris is generally made the laft of the gods, who reigned in AEgypt. Now 
Osiris is undeniably the firft of their kings, whom any of their hiftories reach u 
to. And their other gods, if they are to be referred to real beings, befides the fe- 
veral operations and powers of nature, there is good reafen to think, were Ostrris’s 
immediate progenitors or contemporaries. Such in general, CLuawper, are the cgn- 
jectures I have been able to form upon the fZeyptian mythology. Thou wilt con- 
fider it as a fubjeét, which a very fubtile body of men have made it their ftudy to 
perplex and render intricate. By the figure of a Sphinx in the ayenues of their 
temples, they feem defignedly to imply, that the doétrine of their gods is obfcure and 
genigmatical, Adieu, * 
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HLOU may think it extraordinary, after all Ihave heard of the wifdom 
of the Areopagus, that I never attended in any caufe before that coun- 
ceil till yefterday. And the caufe was indeed fuch a one, that I fhould have 


* Letter XXV, 
- been 


AUT EE NCISA NA WLIECTS TSR RAS, 161 
been curious to have heard the debate of it in a court, however low in’ teputation ; 
much more before perfons of the higheft for the good’ fenfe and: integrity of their 
judgments, 
a 

In the laft great feaft.of Baccuus, the folemnity of which draws a prodigious re- 
fort of {trangers from all partsof Greece, ArisropHanes prefented a play intitled 
Tue Basytonians; wherein.Cieon was reflected upon ina manner,:that greatly 
incenfed him. He was the more offended at it, as it is the firft performance, in which 
he has been publicly ridiculed; and having been courted and admired, when he ap- 
peared at the head of an oppofition to Perrcies, he is exceedingly impatient of any 
fatire, which tends to hurt his popularity. As the comedy had been received with 
much applaufe, he determined it fhould be condemned upon legal reafons, though 
it ftood the teft of a critical examination. Accordingly he delivered in an account 
of the offence to the Areopagus, and accufed the poet, as ‘ * guilty of defamation, 
‘* and one, who expoied the citizens and the ftate to the derifion of foreigners.” 
Towards the dufk of the evening, the judges were feated in the open air upon 
Mars’s hill, The plaintiff and defendant were placed on the ftools of Injury and 
Innocence. Cxieon opened with great fpirit and impetuofity ; and notwithftanding 
the difguft, which the people in general expreffed at this attempt to deter the comic 
writers from that licentious buffoonery, which entertains and flatters them, he fhewed 
himfelf fuperior to fuch murmurs, however affected by the ftings of wit. He faid, 
“* that he pretended to no rhetoric; nor would it be proper, or even lawful, to exert 

it before this judicature, if he excelled at’all in it: but that there was a natural 
eloquence accompanying the complaints of the injured, which, if it betrayed him 
into warm expreifions, might more eafily be excufed than controuled. He under- 
ftood, from the laws of Soton, that the republic had a tendernefs for the reputa- 
tion of private men, and allowed an action of flander; a ftill ereater for that of 
magiftrates, in whofe character its own dignity and welfare are concerned ; that it 
was neceffary their character fhould be guarded -by the fevereft laws in a Demo- 
cracy, becaufe they are fo very limited in the exercife of power. To fupply the 
defects of power, their authority (which arifes from reputation) muft of courfe 
be fteadily fupported. That it mattered not, how far the facts alluded to in Tue 
BABYLONIANS were true; it was to be confidered, whether the allufions carried an 
<¢ illegal reproach. That it became them to underftand the paffages; which gave 

them offence, in the fame manner they were underftood in full theatre; that the 
tafk of fcandal would be very eafy, if thefe pitiful tools of it were given to know, 
that their pieces are to be taken in one fente by the audience, and in another by 
a.court of juftice. This would be giving a fanction to evafions, by which the 
effect of the laws may be either deftroyed or diminifhed. That he was extremely 
unwilling to find fault with any diverfions, which engaged the attention of Greece, 
and raifed the glory of Athens;+but he confidered the contempt thrown on him- 
felf, the magiltrates, and the public meafures to be much worfe in the feftivals, 
when there was fo general a concourfe, than in fuch as were attended merely by 
“¢ their own citizens. That it became every man, who loved his country, to draw a 
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‘¢ veil over its weaknefs, its pufillanimity, or rafhnefs, and not to expofe before ali 
‘© Greece in a fit of laughter, what they fhould wifh to hide even from themfelves. 
** He concluded with hoping, that thofe magiftrates would protect the common- 
*« wealth from the impudent licence of comedy, who are exprefly forbidden by the 
** Jaws to write a performance of that nature.” 


When Creon had done, ArisropHanes was called upon to offer fomething in his 
own defence. I thought the affurance of the man would not have deferted Him in 
any circumftances ; but the occafion was too trying, and the place too folemn. He 
feemed much confounded, and his adverfary called out to him, ‘* that he mut not 
** think of impofing upon this tribunal by his theatrical pleafantries ;” which dif 
turbed him more. However he recovered himfelf fo far as to fpeak to the following 
effect: “* That’ as the profecution, carried on by Cieon in this court, was fingular 
‘* and new, though grounded on a law which had been long in force, he hoped the 
judges would confider well the confequence of it, before they gave a deterniina- 
tion, That no man knows what he does, when he makes a precedent; and.if by 
cenfuring him upon the complaint before them, they fhould go contrary to the 
opinion of the excellent judges, who had reviewed and allowed his comedy, con- 
trary to the avowed practice of the ftate, the poets would be uncertain, how far 
they were fecure upon the ftrength of the decifions made by thofe judges;: the 
public feftivals would be deprived of a very confiderable ornament; and the vi- 
cious be equally fafe with the virtuous from that ridicule, which had been found 
inftrumental to good manners. That it was particularly the bufinefs of this 
court to. watch the morals of the people; but as they acted by certain rules; and 
could only lay open offences aétually committed within the letter or intention of . 
the law, there were feveral very blameable: parts of conduct, both above and be- 
low their cognizance: that thefe equally belonged to the province of comedy’; 
and where the fword of the magiftrate could either mot reach, or not be fuitably 
“* applied, he apprehended the poet to be ufeful. That he hoped: the wifdom of 
that council would protect fuch, as were carrying on by efficacious, and, he con- 
ceived, legal means, the ends of their inftitution, That this way of reforming 
was wonderfully agreeable to the people, and the nature of the government: that 
“< he feared more danger from the increafe of thofe diforders, which the freedom of 
his pen. had cenfured, than from the opinion the Greeks might entertain of the 
“* ftate, by attending to the force of thofe cenfures: that to be the firft in difco- 
vering and acknowledging one’s faults, is an argument of underftanding, as to be 
the laft in thefe important points, is an argument of exceeding folly: but it was 
not ftrange, that thofe fhould counfel others to. hide their errors from themfelves, 
who were fo uneafy when their own are reproved. That he was extremely for 
to have a conteft with one, who, in the time of Pericres, was, of all the Athe- 
nians that honoured his pieces with their prefence, the moft applauding fpec- 
** tator.”” | 
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I found the inclinations of the people, who attended thefe pleadings, not at all 
difpofed to favour CLeon; and the ftroke, with which AristopHanes concluded, 
gave fo much pleafure, that it would have raifed a general laugh againft him, were 
net that directly forbidden by the rules of the court. The complaint was ordered to 

be 
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be referved for another hearing, and no judgment pronounced. It is thought, the 
affair will be dropped, and Creon fatisfied with terrifying ARISTOPHANES, and re- 
venging himfelf by the feverity of his oration. The comic poet fwears by Tuarra, 


the mufe of his art, that he will not fpare the currier in the next reprefentation atthe 
leffer feaft of Baccuus. 


Flypaspzs, thou haft no notion of the fatirical {pecies of wit fo much admired in 
this country; and it is a greater commendation. to fay, thou: wanteft it, than that 
thou haft the reft at thy command. “It is admired, becaufe it flatters the vanity of 
every private man to be entertained at the expence of his neighbours; and efpecially, 
becaule it flatters the licence of a popular government to be entertained at the ex= 
pence of its leaders. Little minds are fond of placing themfelves on a level with 
the great; for if they fall very much below thofe qualities, which adorn them, they 
are perhaps fuperior to the foibles, which debafe them. If this reflection on the 
weaknefs of great men, by proving that they are but men, could engage us to afpire 
to an imitation of their excellencies, it were indeed a very ufeful confequence; but I 
am afraid it makes us true to our own failings, and inclines us to purfue compara- 
tive, not real goodnefs. Let me add, that as: in confidering the portion of happi- 
nefs affigned us, we are apt to look upwards, and repine, if others have apparently 
more; fo in confidering our moral perfection, we are apt to look downwards, and 
are fatisfied, if others have apparently lefs; whereas in both cafes the reverfe is the 
right conduct. And were it followed, we thould endeavour to copy the beft models, 
inftead of being contented to avoid the worft. For this reafon it would be far 
better, if, as in the earlieft times, wit were exercifed in the panegyrics of Gods and 
heroes, to invite us to moral aétions, by reprefenting the moft perfect patterns, and 
not in fatire, which delights only in pictures of deformity. There would be lefs 
too of the difguft and melancholy, which fpeculations on the dark fide of human 
nature occafion in the generality, above all, in the morofely virtuous, who forrn 
ideas of its corruptions worfe than its moft depraved condition, will juttify, or the 
very being of fociety admit. In a word, the virtue of every man would then be 
adjufted according to the examplar given us in the characters of heroes, and the 
natural conftitution of things, not meafured by the failings of thofe about him; 
and the world might be reftored to its own good opinion, as well as to the favour 
of ORoMASDES., 
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@ isan wilt not be furprized, that my correfpondence with Perfia hath been 
H. interrupted fince my departure from Olympia, when I tell thee the occafion 
of it. The morning after my arrival at Athens, a decree paft the affembly of the 
people, that in the prefent exigence of affairs all the citizens, except the fecond a 

a der: 


164 ATHENTFAN (LETTERS. 


der called Hippeis (who only ferve ‘on horfeback) as well as the ftrangers. “refidine 
at Athens, fhould repair without delay on board the fleet. Though I had fearce: 
recovered the fatigue of the journey, and was fenfible, that the accidents of the fea,. 
and the uncertainty of finding a conveyance for my letters would be a hindrance to 
the duties of my employment for fome months;. yet I confidered at the fame time, 
that an unwillingnefs to go. would either raife a fufpicion of my real. character, or 
betray a coolneis in my affection to the ftate. Within a few days I prepared my mi- 
litary equipage, and complied with a very obliging offer of Purtocres to ferve as 
a volunteer on board the quadrireme, which he commanded. When the fleet, con- 
fifting of a hundred gallies, of which Paormio was admiral, had received failing 
orders, and the wind fat fair to carry them out of Pirzeeus, almoft the whole city: 
affembled on the fhore,. to fee the ceremonies prattifed on fuch occafions, and take 
the laft leave of their friends and relations, who were repairing to their refpective 
fhips. Firft filence was proclaimed by found of trumpet; the public herald re- 
peated a folemn form of words, which contained vows to the gods for the fuccefs. 
of the Athenian arms. When that was ended, the admiral and trierarchs of the 
leet appeared on deck; and after they had poured a libation to Neprung, drank in. 
golden- cups to the fortune of the voyage. Whilft a Pean was finging, the whole 
fleet ranged themfelves in. Jine of battle, ftruck their oars, and made the beft of 
their way out of their harbour, amidft the acclamations of that vaft concourfe of 
{pectators. We proceeded for the coaft of Peloponnefus, and after waiting in vain: 
for the enemy’s fleet to come out, made defcents in feveral parts, and ravaged the 
country. We were informed by fome prifoners, that the allies had drawn together 
a fmall body of troops at Corinth, being much difappointed by. the uneafinefs, 
which feveral of their cities expreffed at the continuance of the war, and difpirited. 
by the extraordinary armament, which the Athenians. had fitted out in fo fhort a. 
time. As an attempt to demolifh the Corinthian fleet im port was looked ‘upon as, 
too hazardous, we contented ourfelves in fhewing the fuperiority of our ftrength in. 
the eyes of all Greece; and on hearing the allies. were retired into winter-quarters,. 
received orders to return. The expences of this year’s campaign, though it has 
been unattive, have proved very burdenfome to. the Athenians. Befides the fleet,, 
which cruifed about Peloponnefus, they had another of the fame farce to guard 
their own coafts; and have lately fent a reinforcement of 50 {hips to CLrppripgs, un-: 
der the command of Pacues, with a fupply of 200 talents. They are in great 
hopes, that Mitylene will be obliged to furrender before the beginning of next 
fummer, as it is now blocked up both by land and fea. 


The refolute and brave action of .220 Plateans is at prefent the general fubject of 
converfation here. The fearcity of provifion within the town, and the difficulty of 
throwing in relief from without, infpired a party of the garrifon with the bold defign. 
of efcaping through the lines. “Fhey began with computing the height of the wall 
of circumvallation by exaétly reckoning the number of the rows of bricks, that com--. 
pofed it. They next took the advantage of a.dark tempeltuous night, and fallied 
out.of the town under the guidance of THranetus an augur, and Evpoipipas an 
officer, marching at fome diftance from each other to prevent the clafhing of their: 
armour. They applied the ladders to the intervals between the towers, two of. 

which: 
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which were immediately feized, andthe centinels killed. “A loofe tile, that fell from 
the wall, gave an alarm to the Péloponnefiah’ camp; but as the ‘befieeed made’a 
feint fally on the other fide, and the darknefs of night and the ftorm, which beat 
full in their faces, helped to encreafe the confufion, they durft not leave their pofts. 
In the mean time the fele&t number, that had made themfelves mafters of the 
towers, fecured the paffage for the reft of their company, who, when they had 
mounted the firft wall, changed the ladders, and-came down on the other fide, 
where they drew themfelves. up to defend the detachment, that were preparing to 
quit the towers. Whilft thefe laft were defcending,, a body. of referve belonging to 
the befiegers came up with lights, and the whole Platean party had juft time to 
make their efcape. They retired by the way, that lies towards. Thebes, in order to 
deceive the Peloponnefians, who fent out detachments in purfuit of them on the road 
leading to Athens. ‘When they were returned to the camp, the Plateans changed 
their courfe, and arrived fafely here. Ihave procured from“6ne’of them a plan of 
the fortifications of the city, and the works of the befiegers, which I fend enclofed 
in this packet, together with.a journal of the expedition to the coafts’ of Pelopon- 
nefus drawn up by Puinoctes. 


The advantages, which the Athenians have received from a war now advanced to 
the conclufion of its fourth year, are fo trifling in comparifon of the ambitious 
projects, which ‘they formed to themfélves at the beginning of it, and the infup- 
portable burden of their annual expences, that feveral of. the moft intelligent and 
difinterefted citizens begin to think ferioufly of propofing terms for an honourable 
accommodation. But the party, that deéfire the continuance of the quarrel, have a 
ereat influence over the minds of the ignorant multitude, and flatter them with hopes 
of affiftance from feveral foreign princes, as Perpiccas king of Macedon, Srraiczs, 
and our potent’ ‘monarch.’ The head of this faction, Creon, has lately received a 
diferace, under which nothing but his matchlefs affurance could fupport him. He 
had taken a bribe of five talents from fome tributary iflands, to obtain for them a 
diminution of the taxes,’ which they pay to this ftate. The bargain by, fome means. 
or another got air, and the Hippeis (or knights) brought a charge of corruption 
‘againft him inthe name of their order, before the Areopagus. The accufation was 
clearly made out, and he was obliged to refund the talents. LamMacuus a youne 
man is lately elected one of the ten’ generals by Cizon’s intereft, who carried his. 
point info high a manner, that it gave fingular offence. The oppofite party have 
engaged AristopHanss the comic. poet, to write ‘a play, which is intended to-pre- 
pare thé minds of the people for overtures of peace, by fetting forth the detriment,, 
that the war occafions to the common intereft of Gréece, the miferies. it has brought 
upon Athens, and the views of their orators and generals, who defire to prolong it. 
Neither the memory of Pricte#s, ‘nor the characters of the prefent adminiftration, 
will be {pared in the piece,’ which is to be performed at the next feafts. of Baccnus. 


I cannot pretend to determine, whether the reprefentation of this comedy will 
have that effect upon the minds of the people, which fome expect from it. It has 
been long obferved of the Athenians, that though they fee even with pleafure their 
ereateft minifters accufed upon the ftage of the groffeft enormities, and vilified with 
the fevereft fatire, and permit the fables. of their deities to be expofed with all the 
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licentiouinefs of a fcurrilous buffoon wit ; yet neither) is the management of their 
affairs taken from the former, nor a grain of incenfe Jefs offered upon the altars of 
the latter. Farewel. . 


P. 
L E.t.T.B R. LXXVIIL. 
Creer pepe u's to (CLEAN DER, 


rant 
faction, as-that relating to my correfpondence with thee. From hence I not 
only forefee the greateft advantage to our matfter’s fervice, but I promife myfelf 
the moft valuable improvements from the: communication of thy fagacity and expe- 
rience, and perhaps, fhould I be found not unworthy, a, friendfhip, which will be 
the honour of my future life, 


ERE is no part of my inftruétions, that I obey with fo much private fatis- 
ci 
re 


When the council of the Great King, obferving the new light that was thrown 
upon the affairs of Greece by every difpatch.of thine from Athens, had determined 
té place an agent alfo at Sparta, my patron Gosryas catt his eyes upon me for 
that employment. Heconfidered, that the misfortunes of my family would be a 
proper recommendation of me here, We fell with the ariftocracy, and were obliged 
to leave Rhodes, when the popular faction, prevailed, and made an alliance with 
Athens, My two brothers have ever fince taken up their refidence on the oppofite 
coaft of Caria, waiting for fome turn of affairs in our favour. And thou knoweft, 


thofe of our principles throughout all Greece place their only hope in the fuccefs of 
the Peloponnefian arms. 


As foon as I arrived, I waited upon Brasipas, a young officer of reputation, and 
prefented to him the token from my brother Turron his hoft. He received it very 
cordially, and expreffed his fatisfaction at this Opportunity of returning the good 
offices done him, while the galley he commanded lay in the port of Caunus. I told 
him, that driven from my own country f had made the tour of Greece and Afia, 
and had even feen the court of the Great King; but that, tired with wandering, 1 
was determined to fix at laft in this feat of fecurity and virtue, where valour and dif- 
cipline repel all dangers from without, and an uniform obedience to the beft laws 
prevents the more fatal evils from within.. He replied with a {mile, that a tafte of 
Sufa was by no means a preparation for a Spartan diet; but that he would obtain a 
licence from the Proxeni for my ftay in the city, and would propofe me for a mem- 
ber to the little fociety, where he daily eat his frugal meal. I thanked him, and 
added, that I might perhaps not be altogether unworthy fome favour from the ftate, 
as I was thoroughly informed of the condition of the Rhodian marine, a point my 


countrymen were fo jealous of, and which might be a difcovery of confequence in 
the prefent war. 


The 
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The whole city is at prefent taken up with the funeral of Arcuipamus. _ It-is in- 
deed a moft folemn ceremony ; as if this people intended by fo much refpeé paid to 
their dead princes, to make amends for the fmall fhare of regal pomp and autho- 
rity they allow them when living. His charaéter thou art no itranger to. He was 
the hoft of thy friend Prricres. Thefe two great men were fufpected and traduced 
for meafures, which the event proved to be wife and honeft; and they moft. effec- 
tually diftreffed each other by thofe very counfels, which were branded with the 
name of collufion and treachery. Yet ftill the memory of Arcuipamus is purfued 
with reproaches; and a prudent and glorious adininiftration of more than forty years 
cannot make amends for his unwillihgnefs to enter fuddenly into a defperate war, 
and his forbearing a while to pufh the enemy in fuch a manner, as would render all 
terms of accommodation impoflible. This furious fpirit is kept up in the republic 
by the Ephore Sruenetaipas, he, whofe violent oration prevailed over all the 
king’s reafons, and hurried the aflembly into a vote, that the treaties were broken on 
the part of Athens. 


From the imperfect furvey of things I have yet been able to take, I maf not 
pretend to determine the queition about this war, how far Sparta was interefted. in 
the quarrel of her Corinthian allies ; or what credit fhe might give to the Athenians * 
offer of fatisfation. But this I am convinced of, it will ever be my duty to add 
fuel to'this flame, and to attach myfelf to the party, which declares againft all over- 
tures of peace. While their difputes continue (which we fhould with for in the firft 
place) the general force of Greece is daily growing weaker. And fhould even one 
of the powers prevail, and put an end to the war by. the ruin of its rival, that very 
fuccels would turn the thoughts of the conqueror upon tyrannizing over Europe ; 
nor would he quit that near and‘ tempting profpect for the diftant view of empty 
glory in the fields of Afia. Adieu. 

From Sparta. W. 
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CLEANDER to ORSAMES. 


aed I read over the writings of the Grecian poets, noble friend, I have often 
thought it might be a very improving as well as pleafing fpeculation, to inquire 
into the caufe and origin of fables in the world; how the powers of nature and the 
human paffions were firft allegorized ; and in what manner the plain facts of ancient 
hiftory came to be mixed with the ornaments of a poetic imagination. After having 
made fome fearch into the fubjeét, at leaft fo far as might enable me to converfe 
upon it, I went one day into the Lyceum, and fell accidentally into diftourfe with 
CresrpHon a learned fophift.. He told me, he fhould be very proud to inftrué an 
inquifitive {tranger in a point, which he himfelf had fo thoroughly confidered: but 
I muft intreat you, faid he, not to difcover-to any one thofe fentiments, which I 
fhall lay before you, left fome malicious perfon fhould accufe me of {peaking againft 
the gods of my country, and cite me to appear before the court of Oe r ete i 
affure 
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affured him of my inviolable fecrecy, and then he entered. on the matter; without 
fafther ‘apology. You Know, faid'he, that the eaftern parts of the world are.thought 
to have been much ‘foonet peopled than the climates ‘of the Wet... The, Greeks 
therefore lived ‘for many yéars in a_ftate of ignorance and rudenefs,. while other 
regions ‘enjoyed the ornaments as well as the conveniencies of life... Their, diet 
was of the'wild”herbs of the field; their clothing of leaves ; and’ the, caverns, 
which, were’ foriied' by‘ the hand of nature in uncultivated mountains, were their 
places of’ habitation: ‘The coloners, who mixed with them from. AZ gypt and Phoe- 
nicia, endeavoured to temper the favageéneis of the nation: and by communicating 
their. cuftoms to them, infenfibly formed them to the politer arts of humanity. 
They taught ‘them to ftrip the wool from the fkins of animals, and to cure it for 
ufé. “The knowledge'of building and agriculture, when firft revealed. to,.them, was 
efteemed of fo ‘excellent and neceflary a nature, that the gratitude, which they owed 
to their benéfactors, very, naturally broke out into expreffions of adoration. They 
regarded them as fent from heaven for the benefit of mortals, and adopted them 
after death among their deities. Hence arofe the gods of the Greeks; and their 
OrpHeus, Apotto, and Hermes (who is the fame with the THoru or Mercury 
of Egypt) take their rife from the laws and manners, which they gave to a bar- 
barous and rough race. And to.fay the truth, Cueanper, fuch improvements as 
thefe might weil demand the admiration of mankind in the dawnings of fcience, 
which are the principal fupports of health and focial felicity in more illuminated 
ages. Your account is certainly a very fair one, anfwered I, and what I fhall readily 
acquiefce in.. But methinks the craft of thefe wife men concurred with the ignorance 
of thefe favages in the advancement of fable. For the firit lawgivers and reformers 
of mankind, the better to claim refpeét from their countrymen and kindred, were 
ambitious to be thought defcended from the gods, and to have had frequent inter- 
views with them of fingular importance. “Yes, replied he, a divine miffion ftrikes 
immediately with awe, and inclines us to implicit reverence and belief, The prieits 
too were careful to contend with one another in raifing altars to the memory of a 
new hero, and vamping up religious ceremonies to be performed in his honour. 
They bufied themfelves in writing. whole,volumes-of fables; and he, who had the 
beft invention, generally bore away the approbation of the multitude to his fhrine, 
as well as the gainful applaufe of the more wealthy. Befides, before the ufe of letters 
and writing came amongft us,2the remembrance f/efeat ‘dnd illuftrious a@ions 
depended only on a fort of family or national tradition. Sometimes indeed the 
railed a manumené with an uncouth reprefentation,engraven on it of the thing; 
which gave occafion to the erecting it; and perhaps now, and then-an irregular fone 
was tuned to the prailes of a celebrated conqueror... Undoubtedly, returned I, tra- 
dition is a fatal enemy to truth. One may. fuppofe,. for, inftance, that- in order ito 
imprint a. ftory more effectually on the minds, of children,.and {trangers, aiman 
zealous forthe reputation of his anceftors might frequently intermix the marvellous 
with the probable; and when he was warmed by difcourfe, mught indulge ‘himfelf in 
fome flights of fancy, which he little thought contagious enough to: infeét the 
hiftories of after-times. Yet fo it has proved, faid the fophitt ;,confider only the 
lying relations of travellers, and you will foon be brought to affert what you fup- 
pote. The fictions of thele have paffed, like the family traditions you fpeak of, for 
truth, and are adopted into our accounts of the early ages. At prefent indeed we 


are 
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are aware of fuch counterfeits ; and though we hear out their tales with patience, we 
difdain to receive them with credulity. No man of fenfe-converfes now-a-days with 
one, who has been a tedious voyage, ,without making fome grains of allowance for 
the embellifhments, which fuch perfons are too apt to give to their narration. To 
be ferious, it is very difficult for one, who is fure of not being contradicted, to refift 
a ftrong inclination to tell wonders. Did not a traveller come back full fraught 
with extraordinary curiofities, his friends would laugh at him for pretending to have 
made the tour of foreign countries; and he would appear at once uninformed and 
ridiculous... Senfible therefore, that he is permitted to enlarge and improve as he 
leafes, he thinks it becomes him to relate one ftory after another in fuch a manner, 

as each fhall amaze you, without giving you a moment's paule to queftion him upon 
any. Should we commend the imagination of a poet or a painter, if they made no 
ufe of that general licence, which is granted them, of inventing what they pleaie, 
and adorning thofe inventions with all the lively images of fancy ?. It is their office, 
you know, rather to, amufe, than inftruct; and not content with forgivenefs for 
endeavouring ‘to deceive us, they demand applaule for deceiving ingenioufly. In 
this refpect, CresipHon, (interrupted 1) you are in the right to be candid to the 
poets: but methinks no excufe is fufficient for the travellers. They have received 
indeed, as,you intimate, a kind of licence for lying ; but it is a privilege more 
allowed them from courtefy and prefcription, than from the motives of reafon and 
good fenfe, In my opinion, no quarter fhould be given, to thofe, who by forging 
{trange things of the nations they. have paffed through, mifreprefent one half of 
mankind to the other; and inftead of eradicating the popular felfifhnefs and little 
prejudices of their countrymen, ferve only to confirm and encreafe them. Such as 
thefe may. be faid to,fow the feeds of divifion among the inhabitants of the earth, and 
to banifh the great principle of univerfal benevolence from the world. Let us return to 
the poets. To relate a fact with fimplicity is not fo peculiarly their province, as to 
relate it with ornament. The poetic diction muft neceffarily be raifed to diftineuifh 
it from the calmnefs of profe writings, A certain fpirit of enthufiafm ought to 
diffufe a complexion of fupernatural infpiration over their compofitions, which 
would appear frantic in a plain commentary or annal. With them every fhepher- 
defs is a nymph or Narap; every huntrefs a Diana ; every beauty a Venus. ‘True, 
anfwered he) and the language of poetry would be nothing without it. -How could 

we relifh the Iliad or Odyfley of our admired Homer, without the divine machinery 
introduced there, and the mixture of thofe interefting fables, which he has wove 
into his poems? Do you not think the invafion of Greece by Xerxes, when he 
fwept acrofs the globe with millions in his train, a more wonderful ftory in every 
part of it, than the war of Troy would appear to us, when ftript of its poetical 
apparel? In a word, the impatient fon of Peveus is obliged to Homer for his im- 
~ mortality; and the fameof that ancient fiege is more owing to the warm imagina- 
tion of the poet, than to any hiftorical accounts, that have been tranfmitted to us 
of it. None of thefe reprefent it in half fo confiderable a light, An hiftorian would 
tell us fimply, that Hecror was a brave man: the poet inforrms us, he has Mars 
for his companion, Is Unysses fhipwrecked? It is faid, that Neprune is angry 
with him; and the wifdom of the fame hero is attributed to the infpiration of Mr- 
NERVA.. Lhus.the Greeks, in imitation of the Phoenicians and /Mgyptians, have 
Glled their hiftory with mythology. The ground of the fable is real, while the 
Zz ornaments 
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ornaments are feigned; and the truth of antiquity is deformed by the ignorance of 
the people, the artifice of the priefts, and the genius of the poets. Painters and 
fculptors have contributed not a little to fupport the credit of fabulous ftories; and 
a Satyr, or a Fawn, a Syren, or a Centaur is often indebted for its fpurious exiftence 
to an elegant ftatue or.a fine painting. And here, added J, let us not forget the. 
theatres of Athens. They are founded upon fiction, and fubfift by the reception, 
which it meets with. The poet feigns converfations and ations in the dramatic 
way. His plot is taken from fome fable. It is fet as it were in motion before our 
eyes; and if the reprefentation is performed with plaufibility, we almoft begin to think. 
the tale not impoffible in reality. Beyond difpute (continued he) the ftage may be 
called the kingdom of mythology. It reigns there prote¢ted by the fupertftition of. 
the people, and is encouraged by all the arts of national profufion. But there has: 
not been a more plentiful fource of fable, than the ignorance of the firft ages in. 
philofophy. Frém thence arife many of their aftronomical fables and fanciful repre- 
fentations of the powers of nature; for curiofity leads men to enquire into’ the- 
caules of extraordinary effects; and if the true explications are wanting, imaginary. 
ones take their place. Each river and fountain is fuppofed to have a guardian deity; 
ffox.us is made ruler of the winds; Irrs or the rainbow is appointed’ meflenger to: 
the gods; the fun and moon are worfhipped under the names of Aporto and Cyn- 
tTHIA, and eclipfes are faid to be owing to the loves of Enpymion. and Drawa,. 
Thus, faid he, there is nothing fo abfurd but the creating’ power of a poet Cah; 
command it. But furely one may account for their allegorizing all phyfical events. 
from the natural temper of mankind. Thefe events of themfelves being extraordi-. 
nary, are a good foundation for a poetical fancy to work upon; and we are more- 
pleafed with a fable, that conveys a fignificant meaning, than-with one, which en- 
gages our admiration, without fatisfying the underftanding. In this manner the- 
poets choofe to blend utility with entertainment, to amufe us with fuch ftories, as-are- 
raifed upon inftructive truths. And I believe we may confider it as a general clue- 
to all the intricacies.of mythology, that moft of its fables. are built, either on the 
actions of hiftory, or the operations of nature; on the principles of civil policy, or. 
the maxims of morality. 


Our fophift was now interrupted by fome other pupil; but as I went away from 
him, he told me, he would be glad of my company once more in. the Lyceum, for. 
that the fubje€t of fables. was by no: means. exhaufted.. 


From Athens. Gs. 


Is) Bock eR Rai Pax ck ee. 
CLEANDER to ORSAME S. 


Ata days after ‘my former: vifit to- the: Lyceum I returned thither, and’ at: a: 
diftance faw CrzsipHon engaged in earneft converfation with’ one of his fol- 
lowers. As foon as he perceived me, he left his difciple, and ran up to meet me. 
Uhave juft been inftru€ting a young man, faid he, in the beneficent nature’ of the 


gods. 
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gods and the firft principles of juftice. I found his mind corrupted with every po- 
pular prejudice, and unhappily immerled in all the wild extravagancies of fable. 
He was pleafed, that his follies were patronized in ‘the character of fome ancient 
hero, and vindicated his own vices from the example of Juprrer, It is really in- 
credible to obferve, what early havock fuperftition makes in. the government and 
oeconomy of human nature; ‘and perhaps it might admit of fome difpute, whether 
the difbelief of a providence, or the abfurd romances of fuperftition have been moft 
fatal to mankind. If the one difowns the exiftence of fuperior beings, the other 
confefies fo many foolifh and arbitrary tyrants: if the former gives a loofe to the 
paffions, the latter debafes and enflaves the reafon. Every day’s experience con- 
vinces mé of this truth; and Ican no longer wonder at. the ignorance and grofs 
credulity of the firft ages, when I meet with fuch unaccountable inftances of both in 
the days of knowledge and improvement, But let us apply more .clofely, to our 
fubject. 


The laft thing we took notice of the other day was, that the poets for the moft 
part founded their’ fables, not only on fome, fact in hiftory, or phenomenon in 
nature, but on the fentiments of civil policy and the maxims of morality. For my 
own part, I am fo thoroughly, perfuaded of this, continued CrzsiPHoN, that the 
notion can never be wrefted from my mind by any plaufibility of wit, or force of 
reafoning. When we are told, that, after the expulfion of the giants from. heaven, 
fame fprang from the earth as their youngeft filter, can we apply it to any thing but 
to the feditious murmurs, which ufually fucceed an infurrection? Or from the {tory 
of Cassanpra do we not immediately -collect the fruitleffnefs of untimely counfels? 
As the difdained to fubmit-herfelf to the defires of Apotio, the god of harmony, in 
like manner fuch advifers, too proud of their own wifdom and dexterity, difregard 
the occafions to fpeak and to be filent, the difference between vulgar and judicious 
ears, and the grace and gravity of difcourfe. Thus let their judgments be ever fo 
profound, they fail of their purpofe; and rather accelerate than prevent the ruin of 
their friends. The thought, anfwered I, is ingenious; I may add, perhaps, refined: 
and to be plain with you, one cannot but obferve, that if the priefts and bards of 
antiquity, intended by each of their fables to convey fome exquifite inftruction to 
the minds of their fcholars, they took a great deal of pains to exprefs with obfcurity 
and in a large compafs of words, what they might have delivered in fewer terms 
with more eafe and perfpicuity. Befides, you fcarce allow, that they ever invented 
a fable merely for the fake of giving play to the imagination. And fo according to 
your thoughts of the matter, we muft fuppofe-the neceffirous and wandering ’Acid'ct 
of antiquity entrufted with all the arcana of religion, acquainted with the arts of 
princes, and to have made themfelves mafters of the feveral, myfteries of govern- 
ment. The learning of the world at that time, replied CrssipHon, lay in few 
hands; and the ’Acio'o:, whom you fpeak of, had certainly the Jargeft fhare of it. 
Their travels to the courts of petty lords (of whom there were many in thofe days) 
and to the towns, which were then in higheft.repute through Greece, furnifhed them 
with a more confiderable knowledge of the manners of various nations, and their 
opinions in religion and politics, than any other inhabitants:of the country. Homer, 
you know, is reported to have converfed with Lycureus; and they fay, that, in 
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forming the Spartan ftate, the fevere lawgiver paid a peculiar deference to the fenti- 
ments of the fanciful poet. With refpect to their tales, to me it feems more reafon- 
able to imagine, that theleAoid'a always conceal fome fubject of improvement under 
the mafk of fable. It was the fafhion of the Aigyptians to utter themfelves in pa- 
rables and dark fayings. The Greeks have derived the fame cuftom from their 
teachers; and you know it has been conftantly looked upon as part of the wifdom 
of antiquity. But the invention of romance for the fake of romance could only be 
an argument of folly. As to your objection to the ufe of allegory, I can inno fort 
admit it. A foul fo aptly prepared for inftruction as yours, CLranpDER, would choofe 
the neareft way to it. But how few are there, alas! who have the fame difpofition: 
to receive it? A plain truth cannot offend you: were it moulded and foftened to 
your inclination, you would think it an affront to your underftanding; and you 
have no.fooner marked out an error in your condué, than you reform it. I befeech 
you not to judge of the reft of mankind by the temper of your own mind. Allegory 
is a proper and familiar way of bringing thofe to reafon, who cannot bear a down- 
right reproof. It fweetens the bitter draught of inftruction; it carries nothing, that 
is auftere or difgufting along with it; and the impreffion, which it leaves, though 
gently and gradually made, is neverthelefs lafting. Allegory is the varnifh of truth; 
and while it takes away nothing from the ftrength of it, adds.a glofs and beauty to 
it, agreeable to all, and inviting tomany. I am convinced, faid I, CresrpHon, by 
your argument; and the encomium, which you paffed upon my temper in the courfe 
ef it, is the only inftance, where your judgment can be called in. queftion. But I 
intreat you to go on. 


Another fource of mythology, added CrestpHon, has been an ignorance in lan- 
guages, efpecially the Phoenician; and this I am very well affured of from my own 
knowledge of that tongue. It is natural to imagine, that the language of the co- 
Jonies, which came from Pheenicia into Greece, would mix itfelf in procefs of time with 
the original language of the country; and as it abounds witly equivocal words and 
phrafes, whenever the Greeks met with them in the Phcenician hiftories, they 
thought themfelves. at liberty to explain them agreeably to their owa humour. An 
example or two will fuffice to maintain my obfervation. The word Nabhba/eh imports 
equally a keeper or a dragon. ‘Hence the tale of the golden fleece and the garden 
of the Hefperides. From Alpha or Jipba, fignifying alike a bull or a fhip, they 
framed the ftory of Evropa’s being carried off by Juprrer transformed into a bull, 
inftead of faying more confiftently with the accidents of common life, that fhe was 
conveyed in a fhip'to Crete. By the affiftance of languages one may trace the origin 
of thoie /Zgyptian and Phoenician fables, that have been deformed and varied by the 
Greeks, with a view to prove, that the rife of all was'among them, and that they 
received neither their deities nor great men from any other people. : This arifes.from 
their national pride in. pretending to be Avréyloves or Aborigines of the country. 


‘The tale of Europa, which you have juft mentioned, anfwered I; puts me in 
mind of another fource of fable, ridiculous: perhaps and’ whimfical, but not yet 
touched upon; I mean a regard for the ‘reputation of feverdl matrons and princeffes 

c ; cas acy TG bl 1 it 1 toh}: 
of antiquity. As it was.impoffible their chaftity fhould ever. be violated. by. human 

means, 
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means, or the allurements of the faireft mortals, fome god muft have forced them 
to a compliance with his wifhes; and thus the foft gallantries of the lover were im- 
puted to the arbitrary injunctions of a deity. 


After all, concluded the fophift, we muft look for the chief caufe of fable in 
vanity, the prevailing foible of mankind. Our anceftors, unable to follow plain na- 
ture, abfurdly endeavoured to exceed it. For defigning to raife their own charac- 
ters to fame, or propofe their own lives as the patterns for imitation, they defcribed 
them with all the marvels of poetry and: fancy. Strange fondnefs for fiction! that 
could make them afpire to a reputation of extravagance, unjuttly called heroifm, and 
fet themfelves for an example in fuch aétions, as are above the capacity of a man. 
How different is the behaviour of unaffected virtue! She difdains the gay ornaments 
of fi¢tion, and borrows no luftre but from her own intrinfic excellence. Her views 
are not like thofe of the romantically ambitious, dependent on falfe glory, and the 
blaft of popular applaufe. She teaches us to recominend our actions to the efteem 
and admiration of pofterity, unmixed with fuch fantaftic. falfhoods,. as may be 
thought juftly an allay to their merit. 

oe 


LET eR EXXXI.. 
CLEANDER to Mecasyzus. From Athens. 


A LY five thoufand darics *, noble fatrap, are fo far from creating me a difagree- 
able employment, that they give me occafion to improve and indulge my tafte 
among thofe curiofities, which thou defiredft me to procure, and at the fame time 
are of fervice to me in my minifterial capacity, by introducing me to the acquaintance 
of many confiderable perfons, and advancing me to a character, which the greateit 
men here are fond of, that of a lover and judge of thofe elegancies. Were my 
fellow-labourer Cratippus to undertake fuch a commiffion, he would at once lofe 
all the intereft his fingular addrefs has procured him in the Lacedemonian admini- 
{tration ; nay it were well, if he did not get himfelf expelled from that little com- 
munity, where he daily fups black broth for. his. mafter’s fervice, and out-does the 
native Spartans in bitternefs againft the Athenian politenefs and’ Afiatic magni- 
ficence. But here whatever tends to improve or adorn life, has its fhare of reputa- 
tion. The pencil of my countryman Parruasius has obtained for him the right of 
citizenfhip ;. and Purpias’s fkill in ftatuary and architecture raifed him> fo high’ in 
the ftate, that he was treated like a public minifter, and impeached. before the 
people. But thou. wilt not wonder at. any marks of diftinétion fhewn to artifts in 
this city after thy adventure with Zeuxis at Ephefus, if thou recollecteft with how 
ftately an air.he received thy vifit, and, amidft all the pomp and attendance of a 
Perfian viceroy, how freely.he reproved thy falfe criticifms on his works +, ‘To thote: 


*- See Letter XXX. 


+ The common ftory of ALExanper and APELLES is by Eran. Var. hift, lib. 2. cap. 2. told . 
of Mecanyzus and Zevuxis. 


very 
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very reproofs is perhaps in fome meafure owing the admirable tafte thou now art 
matter of; and which joined to that liberality, which equally diftinguifhes thee, will 
eftablifh a fchool of elegance in the Eaft, and convert our affectation of the coftly 
and unnatural into a love of what is great and fimple. My fituation enables me 
to affift this noble defign; and it is with the greateft pleafure, I give thee a proof 
of my attention to it by the following lift of what I have collected. 


The two figures of Delian brafs are.of * Potycitetus. In one he fhews all the 
foft beauties of a delicate youth; in the other the manly grace and the {trong muf- 
cling of a body trained to arms. Thou wilt be apt in the latter to charge the 
{culptor with extravagance; but the exercifes conftantly practifed in Greece give a 
fhape to the parts very different from that of the lefs active nations. 


Moft of the Herma +, thou wilt obferve, have the fame turn of countenance. 
That divine fweetnefs is not the mere idea of the artift; the hint is taken from 
Axcrpiapes {, the moft beautiful youth in Athens. The Cupid holding a thunder- 
bolt, which 1s alfo his portrait, I cannot but look upon as fomething prophetic, as 
a kind of expreffion of that reputation and authority, which his charming perfon 
and moit engaging behaviour are likely one day to procure him among his citizens. 

It was with difficulty I got the fea-piece of AnpRosius § from the family, whofe 
anceftor is the hero of it. The intrepidity and eagernefs, which appear in the face 
and action of Scyiuis, as he fwims towards the Perfian galleys, whofe cables he cut 
in the bad weather before the battle of Artemifium, are wonderfully expreffed. 
Great minifter, let not the fubject offend thee; we love not our country the lefs, when 
we admire the virtue of an enemy; and a work of art like this fent into Afia, what- 
ever be the ftory, I confider among the fpoils of Greece. 


The victory of our troops over the || A’gyptian rebels is however a more agreeable 
piece. The painter to fhew it happened upon the Nile, has introduced a crocodile 
jeizing an afs upon the bank, and inriched the landfcape with a Sphinx and a. 
Pyramid. 


Every mafter, thou wilt imagine, was ambitious to fucceed in the reprefentation 
of Perictes §. To help the want of. proportion in his head, and yet not quite lofe 


* PorycLreTus DiapuMeEnum fecit molliter juvenem & Doryruorum viriliter puerum. Pur. 
lib. 34. §. 19. 

+ Athenienfes illos Hermas Atcr3rapis ad corporis fimilitudinem fabricatos. Arnon. adverfus 
gentes. lib. 6. 

t De Cupidine fulmen tenente id affirmatur, AtciprapeM effe principem forma in ea ztate. 
Prin. fib. 76..§. 4. \ ; 

§ AnpRosrus pinxit Scyiurw ancoras Perficx claffis precidentem. Pxin. lib. 35. §. 40. 

| Cum prelium navale Agyptiorum & Perfarum pinxiffet, quod in Nilo, cujus aqua eft mari 
fimilis, faétum volebat intelligi, argumento declaravit, quod arte non poterat; afellum enim in littore 
bibentem pinxit & crocodilum infidiantem ei. Purn. ibid. So N. Poussty fhewed, that his fcene 
jay in Egypt. 

q Prurarcu in Pericure. 


fo 
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fo flriking a particularity, they generally covered it with an helmet. He was other- 
wife a moft Graceful figure; and Cresizaus * has done him that juftice, that in this 
ftatue every ipectator agrees he is truly Olympian. The ruler of Athens, the arbiter 
of Greece, the orator, the general, the ftatefman, all appear in his look and. atti- 
tude. Cresinaus indeed has the peculiar art of improving every charm,, and add- 


ing dignity to the nobleft fubjects. 


After furveying this elegant portrait, what wilt thou think of the fame great per- 
fon, expofed in the ridiculous draughts of a painter in Crzon’s pay,, his only de- 
formity aggravated, and every feature debafed? Through all this thou wilt ftill 
perceive a fhocking likenefs; and the painter feems as happily to have copied the 
abufive defcription of the comic poet ¢ Cratinus, as Parpias did thofe ft fublime- 
verfes of Homer in the defign of his Juprrer. Such is the licence of the pencil at 
Athens. But it goes higher, and burlefques even their gods in the ftory of the: 
birth of Baccttus, where JuprreR appears in the drefs and pofture of a woman in 
labour, with the goddeffes, like goflips, ftanding round him. The enlightened 
adorers of Miruras, potent Satrap, may fafely join in the laugh at fuch monftrous 
reprefentations.. To exprefs the deity under any form’ we know to be abfurd and. 
impious; but at the fame time we mutt allow, that to this fuperftition of the Greeks 
the arts of defign owe their perfection and their very being. The rude image of 
fome god was the firlt effort of fculpture, and the moft curious paintings adorn the 
walls of the temples.. 


The encomiums of the poets have made § Myron’s cow. fo famous,. that I was 
determined: to procure it for thee. It is indeed a capital piece. The brafs, thou: 
wilt fee, is of a different kind from that employed by ||, PotycLetus ; it comes from 
the forges of /Zgina.. Thefe two rivals vie even in the choice of their materials. 


The lion furrounded by Cupids by the fame hand ftrikes me much more.. 
@ Wouldft thou think it poffible for that noblenefs.of character, which diftinguifhes 
the gods. and. heroes. of Purptias, to be difplayed in the brute creation? Myron’s 
Vion will convince thee of it. ** The boys are defigned with fuch foftnefs, and placed 
{o advantageoufly (fome tying garlands round his neck,. fome playing with his paws,. 
or climbing up his fides) that no groupe,. however fuperior. on account of its fubject,, 
has been. more admired.. 


* Cresttaus.—Olympium Periciem dignum cognomine. Mirumque in hac arte eft, quod nobiles 
yiros nobiliores fecit.. Puin. lib. 34. §. 19. 

+ The verfes are quoted by PLuTARCH in PERICLE. 

t Petulanti pi€ura innotuit, Jove. Liberum parturiente depiéto mitrato, & muliebriter ingemifcente- 
jnter obftetricia dearum. Purw. lib. 35, §. 40. 

§ Myronem—bucula maximé nobilitavit, celebratis verfibus laudata.. Puin. lib. .34..§. 19. 

|| Eginetico ere Myron ufus eft, Deliaco Porycierus,.equales atque condifcipuli: zmulatio 
ijs & in materia fuit. ibid. §. 5. 

q Like the famous lion of Rusens. 


** Lezna, aligerique ludentes cum ¢4 Cupidines ; quorum alij religatam tenerent, alij e cornu 
cogerent bibere, alij calcearent foccis.. Puin..lib. 36, § 4, The boys like Fiaminco’s. 


The 
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The Genius of Athens.is the work of Parruasius*, By the expreffion he has 
given to his figure, and the attributes, with which he accompanies it, he moft inge- 
nioufly fhews us the temper and ftate of this people. There is an air of grandeur 
mixed with levity, and a fiercenefs tempered by generofity. The owl reprefents 
political prudence, the caduceus eloquence, and the trident the dominion of the 
fea. In general I muft confefs, thefe allegorical fubjects feldom pleafe me. It is 
difficult to find fymbols, that exactly reprefent the idea they are intended for; and, 
if they are not fuch as are authorifed by common ufe, they perplex and tire the 
fpectator, inftead of entertaining and informing him. 


I will not interrupt the pleafure, which I flatter myfelf thou wilt receive from this 
account, with bufinefs of ftate. My public difpatches I have addreffed to the chief 
{cribe. I would fpeak to thee on this eccafion, not as the loweft flave of ArTax- 
ERXES to the great fupport of his throne, but as a paffionate lover of the arts to 
the generous protector of them. ; 


W. 


* Pinxit ParRHasius Aju Athenienfium, argumento quoque ingeniofo ; volebat namque varium, 
iracundum, injuftum, inconftantem, eundem exorabilem, clementem, mifericordem, excelfum, glo- 
xiofum, humilem, ferocem, fugacemque & omnia pariter oftendere. Ptiw. lib. 35. §. 36. 


The end of the fourth year of the Peloponnefan war. 
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A, M. 3577. 2d year of the 88th Olymp. 


The fifth year of the Peloponnefian war. 


L..E¢T.-T E -Rosi-DLXXXE, 
CLEANDER to Gosprvyas. From Athens. 


I Imagine it unneceffary to inform the Perfian council of the! invafion of Attica 
by the allied army under the command of CitomeEnes, guardian to PAUSANTAS 
the young Spartan king; and likewife of the failing of Aucrpas with 40 fhips from 
the Peloponnefian ports “to the relief of Mitylene. Cratippus cannot have failed 
to fend the earlieft accounts of both thefe events directly from Sparta. It falls within 
my province to fend advice of the retreat of Crromenzs, who after adding to the de- 
folation of the cen (if any thing ftill remained to be: laid wafte in a fifth fuc+ 
ceflive inroad) kept hovering about with a flying camp fome time in expectation of 
a fleet’s fuccefs, which had been fent to Lefbos, The allies by making thefe an- 
ual incurfions feem to have it in view to diftrefs the Athenians in deftroying the 
snk and obliging the inhabitants of the villages to continue pent up within ite 
walls of Athens; and they hope, that the inconveniencies, to which thofe unfortu- 
nate families are reduced, who have now for four years: been deprived of their ancient 
habitations and the revenues of their eftates, will produce at laft fome notable turn 
in their favour. The want of provifions in'Athens was fo ereat for fome days, that 
the poorer citizens begun’ a tumult, which might have proved of dangérous conte- 
quence. ‘They firft pillaged two merchants warehoufes in thé {treet of the Tripods, 
and next affembled in great numbers to plunder the markéts; but Diorimus the 
archon polemarch with a detachment of the garrifon difperfed them, and took the 
ringleaders prifoners.. Soon after the Sitonai and Agoranomoi (to whom the care 
of furnifhing the city with corn and infpection of the markets, are committed) 
brought in fupplies from Eubeea and the coaft of “Afia Minor, and the public tran- 
quillity was entirely reftored. /Fhe news arrived lately from,Lefbos has entirely 
changed the fcene. The complaints of the miferies and expences of war are fuc- 
ceeded by the joyful acclamations of viCtory, and the pleafing ideas of revenge over 
their revolted mira Every man entertains his friends, decks his houle with 
laurel, ne on his white robe, and pays his oblations at the ‘fhrine’ of his tutelar 
deity. The porticos of the temples are adorned witharms, and the prifons filled 

A 74 W ith 


173 ATHENIAN LETTERS. 


with captives. Yefterday was kept as a folemn feftival, and the Prytanes and Archons 
afifted at a thankfeiving-facrifice to Jupirer in the name of the republic. Thou 
wilt judge, noble fcribe, what occafion there is for thefe rejoicings, when I tell thee 
Mitylene is furrendered, The inhabitants reduced. to great necefiity through a fcar- 
eity of provifions, and defpairing of fuccours from their allies, raifed a fudden com- 
motion, abliged the rich to diftribute corn to the poor, and refufed to obey further 
orders from their magiftrates tewards the defence of the town. The latter feeing 
all authority loft in the diforders of the enraged populace, and apprehending, that 
the next ftep they took would be to come to an agreement with the Athenians, from 
whence themfelves might be excluded, fent out deputies of their own to Pacunzs, 
who commanded the fiege ; and that-gemeral admitted them to capitulate on thefe 
conditions; +. That the city fhould be immediately furrendered to the troops of the 
republic, and quarters provided for them during their ftay in the ifland. 2. That 
the Athenians thould be at liberty to determine concerning the punifhment of the 
Mitylenians in what manner they pleafed.. 3. That Pacuzs fhould neither put to 
death, imprifon, nor enclofe any citizen of Mitylene till the pleafure of his ftate was 
known. ‘Thefe terms were ftriétly obferved. Pacues has fent back to Athens a 
part of his fquadron, with a relation of the pofture of affairs in Lefbos, and Saua- 
THUS an agent of Lacedemon, and the principal authors of the revolt, prifoners. 
Along with them likewife is arrived a deputation of the magiftrates of Mitylene, 
who come to implore the mitigation of the punifhment intended to be inflidted on 
them for their revolt,. I much doubt, whether they will facceed in their errand. 
‘The people in general feem inclined by a rigorous fentence to deter the reft of their 
allies from the leaft thought of fhaking off their dependance. No news is yet ar- 
rived of the Peloponnefian fhips; feveral are uneafy, left they fhould furprize the 
army and fleet at Mitylene, who are probably enjoying that fecurity, which.accom- 
panies fuccefs. , 


If I can collect any thing from what Nicawper has communicated to thee of the: 
views of his ftate in ieeking an alliance with Perfia, it is, that they are unwilling to. 
be reproached by the reft of Greece with having brought in Barbarians to decide the 
quarrel, which makes them not very forward’ to fmooth the openings to a negotia- 
tion. At the fame time they are inclined to keep on fair terms with the Great King,. 
that they may be able to pufh onan alliance with him more brifkly, -when any re- 
markable ftroke of iN fortune befalls them. I would offer it to thy confideration, 
whether it would not be advifable for the Perfian miniftry, in return, to fhew an 
abfolute averfenefs to comply with their extravagant propofals, and difcover fome 
inclinations. of joining with the Athenians. I am perfuaded, it would foften their 
ftitfnefs. and dif{dainful pride, when they fee a weight like that of Perfia ready to be 
thrown into the oppofite feale. I am encouraged to ufe this freedom,. illuftrious 
minifter, from the generous confidence, with: which. thou. honoureft me in thy dif- 
patches; a confidence, which more than repays the value of my fervices, and even 
makes. the danger,. to which my: {tation expofes me, difappear. It rejoices me to. 
be aflured from thy authority, ‘that the dete(table practices of Sacas. were founded 
rather on the chimerical hopes: of a forward traitor, and fome fpeeches thrown out 
by malecontents, than any formed plamof the great Satraps ef Media, or the ge- 
ncral.difcontent,of that province. ‘There is avmerchant of Sames at Sufa, by name 

PyTHON,, 
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Pytuon, a notable man, whom the Athenians employ as a fpy upon the fublime 
court. I faw one of his letters in the hands of a fenator of my acquaintance, which 
elates to an initruction he had received from the fenate to difcover the progrefs of 
the Lacedemonian negotiation, and found'the temper of the minifters with regard 
to an embafiy from hence. Pyruon writes word, that “ no one could perfonally 
“ be more difagreeable to the Perfian court, than the refident Nicanper; and if 
fome Athenians of addrefs and politenefs, enabled by large appointments to enter- 
tain magnificently, and conform to thé manners of the Eaft, were fent thither, 
before the Lacedemonian reprefentations had made any impreffion, they need not 
to doubt of fuccefs in whatever they undertook.” 


CC 


ce 
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The Athenians are juft deprived of ‘their beft admiral by the death of Puormio; 
he was an ofiicer of long. experience and deferved reputation, having diftinguithed 
himfelf in the war againft the Samians, and commanded with ereat bravery and {kill 
at the fiege of Potidza, and the two naval fights of Naupactus, of which thou wilt find 
a relation in my diipatches of the third year. His plain frugal way of living was ex- 
tremely well fuited to the fimplicity of the firft ages of the republic, and is now 
almoft become a proverb. His lofs is much regretted by the failors, for though he 
kept up a ftrict difcipline, he behaved towards them with great humanity, and re- 
fembled them in the honeft roughnefs of his manners. 


I was juft upon the point of clofing up thefe letters under the cover of 
Hrppras, when Dropotus one of the Prytanes, a leading man here, made me a 
vifit, and-informed me, amongft other particulars, that a light frigate was juft ar- 
rived, which brought letters from Pacues, importing that two fhips of his fquadron, 
the Paralus and Salamis, being out on a cruize, had difcovered Arcipas’s {quadron 
iying off the ifland Claros. As foon as he received this intelligence, he failed from 
Mitylene; and though he purfued them as far as Latmos, he could not come up 
with them. He had intercepted letters from Tzutipatus admiral of Elis to this 
effect, that “ whilft they were on their voyage to Lefbos, they heard of the furren- 
<< der of Mitylene. Upon this a council of war was called, in which Avcipas de- 
«¢ clared himfelf for a retreat, contrary to his opinion and that of other officers, who 


< propofed to land the troops by night, and attack the Athenians, before they were 
«¢ fettled in their quarters.” 


Forget not, potent Satrap, to lay me at the feet of the mighty ArnTaxerxes, the 
fhadow of the divine Oromaspes on earth. 


P. 
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EL Bor F BR UKE 
CLEANDER to HypaspPeEs. 


FEN ELE hideous noifes of the people, which prevailed lately for feveral days in 

this city,,on account of the orgies.and ceremonies performed at the Dionyfia; 
have left fuch.an impreffion upon my mind, as is not .to be effaced -by any tranquil- 
lity enjoy at prefent. “I own to-thee, Hypaspes, I am fo fhocked.with what I] have 
feen and heard, that I can’ no longer think I dwell with the polite Athenians. It 
is. with difficulty I can refrain from imagining myfelf tranfperted into a’ tribe of 
barbarous Scythians, where the wildeft frenzy and licentioufnefs have triumphed over 
all the dictates. of common modefty.. Thus enthufiafm gets the better of our reafon; 
and they,, who attend to the falfe principles of the Greek fuperftitions, forget to 
behave with the fame decency and good fenfe in the bufinefs of religion, which in- 
fluence them in the ordinary concernments of life. The entertainments, which pleafe 
me moft, are the public fpetacles of the theatre; and thou. mayft. imagine 1 have 
not.been fo incurious..an obferver of what paffes round me, as to neglect bein 
preient at every reprefentation of this. kind. Thefe are chiefly exhibited on their 
createft feftivals; I mean thofe of Baccuus and Minerva; and are celebrated with.- 
as much gaiety.and {plendor in the midft of a tedious and expenfive war, as in’the 
moft diffolute times of peace and luxurious plenty. For the genius of this people is 
equally turned to matters of diverfion and,amufement,. as to the humane and military 
arts; and not a holiday in their calendar is unattended with martial exercifes in me- 
mory of fome hero, or a facred procefiion in honour of fome deity.. 


The Athenian theatre is built in a femi-circular form. on.one fide, and fquare-wife 
on the other. The {pace comprifed within the former is allotted to the {peétators, 
aiid contains many feats, which arife gradually to the top of it. The fquare part in 
the front belongs to the actors,.and in the interval between both lies the orcheftra. 
The femi-circle has three rows of pillars raifed.one upon, another, which form. the: 
body of the edifice in three different ftories.. From the. highett of, thefe the women. 
fee the reprefentation, protected from the inclemencies of the weather. As the 


Athenians h 


modulations of the human voice, convey the foimds more ftrongly and diftinGly to: 
the ear of the auditor. The’ orcheftra, particularly fo called, is appropriated to- 
the dancers and pantemimes, who play between: the aéts, anc 

reprefentations. On the one fide ftand the chorus; onthe othe 
The feenes occupy the. whole 1 


r 

front of.the. building from fide to fide; and when 
they are changed, fhew-occafionally to the fpectators, either a private apartment.or 
the forum,.ths city or the country. ts ‘only the porticos.are roofed, it is necefflary 
to draw fail cloths faftned with cords to mafts over the reft of.the theatre, to de- 
fend the fpeCtators from the heat of the fun. But as this cannot prevent the warmth 
occafioned by the breath and perfpiration of fuch vaft numbers, as are ufually pre- 
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fent at thefe entertainments, they take care to allay it by perfumed waters, conveyed 
for that purpofe above the porticos, which falling again through an infinity of fmall 
pipes concealed in the ftatues, with which the theatre abounds, diffufe- not only an 
agreeable coolnefs all round, but the moft fragrant {cents. I remember I was laft 
year prefent in the theatre to fee, one of the tragedies of Euripipes, when on a 
fudden we were difturbed by a violent ftorm of thunder and lightning, which im- 
mediately obliged all the fpectators, in great confufion, to retire for fome time within 
the porticos behind the feats of the theatre. It was indeed one of the moft mife- 
rable hours I have paffed fince my arrival here, becaufe of the. ¢ 
muft neceffarily attend fo great a crowd; but I was amply rewar ied for my fi 
by the excellent performance that fucceeded it. The laft play I faw was 

s of ArisropHanrs. It was exhibited a few days fince, and is the fecond 
comedy that rifing poet has produced. The judges pronounced in favour of it 
againft feveral others, which were prefented to them; and the prize was beftowed 
on him with honour. On the morning before the reprefentation, Partemon and 
I were walking together in the forum, and faw many of the citizens going up to 
the citadel, to receive their oboli (according to Pzricres’s law) for frequenting the 
theatre. My patron took notice to meof it, andtold me, that he had vehemently 
oppofed. that law, when it was offered, and therefore difdained accepting the penfion 
which it gave him a right to demand... In the afternoon I -had the good fortune to 
accompany him to the play. We fat almoft in the centre of the theatre, and were 
not only well fituated for a view of the {fpectacle, but had at the fame time af op- 
portunity of furveying an audience of 30,000 people, without offence or interrup- 
tion. Soon after we entered, the mufic joined in one of the moft pleafing concerts 
I have ever heard; compofed by the union of the Doric harp with the Phrygian flute 
and my good friend looked round him with that air of complacency and fatisfaction, 
which the fight ofa numerous and chearful company is apt to raife in a mind always 
exerting its humanity. As thou haft never received any letters from me relating to 
the Athenian theatre, or their manner of acting, I fhall mention to thee in this 
moft ftriking peculiarities. The firft remarkable thing which occurs, ‘is, that t 
aétors are all mafked;. for they fay,..the expreffion of the countenance would be loft 
at the further end of the theatre, without fome invention of that fort. In comedy 
‘¢ has a further ufe, in exhibiting caricatura’s of fuch perfons on the ftage, as the 
poet has a intention of fetting in a ridiculous or fcandalous light.” I obferved’a 
man placed 4with a pitch-pipe in his hand behind one of the fide fcenes, which 
played a note in the right key, whenever it was proper for the actors to give a dif- 
ferent modulation to. their voices; and‘ faw another ftationed near him with an 
jrom plate) at the-bottom of his foot,. which: he ftruck upon the sround at ftated in- 
tervals, to guide them:in the’ well-timing of their action; as if the words and fen- 
timent would not almoft of courfe lead an underftanding player into the cefture and 
tone of voice, which may be requifite to exprefs both.. 
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For my own part, lamiamazed how the national délicacy of Athens can endure 
fo many glaring contradictions to nature ; but though’ I have converfed with the 
moft judicious among them on this head, I find the irrefiftable force of prejudice 
and cuftom has got the better of alliien I 


enfe of propriety and decorum. Nor was I 
more pleafed. with the. comedy, than with the aétion. The plan of it was whoftly 


factious, 


4 
i 
1 


aS oe Se ee De, 


132 ACTITE EAN TASN }4LAR TT EI Res! 
actious, and defigned to intimate the fuperior excellence of peace above war. It 
reprefented an inhabitant of a little town in Attica much diftrefled by the loffes he 
had undergone in the Peloponnefian campaigns, and unable to bear them any‘longer, 
The poet introduced this man making a private exclufive agreement with,the Lace- 
demonian. army, and enjoying the fruits of peace, while the Acharnians, Megarians, 
and Athenians, endure all the painful hardfhips and fervices of war. He infinuated, 
that the people are amufed either by the threats or promifes of the fenate, and the 
ambition of Curzon and Lamacuus their generals, who advance their particular in- 
tereft by prolonging the common calamity. In fhort, neither the {tate, nor its of- 
ficers, nay, not even the honoured memory of Pericies, was treated with mercy in 
this one play. In the very firft aét of it he ridiculed the affembly of Athens and the 
embaffacors fent abroad by their countrymen, by fuppofing fome of the latter to give 
a fenfelefs account to the former of a trifling negotiation with the Great King. In 
the fecond aét, he refleéted on Cieon’s character with peculiar feverity for the pro- 
fecution commenced againit him laft year, “as one, who expofed the commonwealth 
** to the derifion of ftrangers.” And the chorus pronounced a vaunting panegyric 
on ARISTOPHANES’s qualities, as ‘an excellent cenfor of manners, and counfellor 
“« of the ftate; as one who deferved highly of the Athenians, and had been much 
“ enquired after by the Perfian monarch.” This fulfome ftrain was received with a 
thunder of applaufe, and accompanied with a new dance of ArtstopHaNes’s inven- 
tion. The whole piece was interfperfed with feveral parodies on Evripipes, and 
an infinite number of allufions to the public tranfaétions. 


When the play was over, I could not help difcovering my furprize to Paitzmon, 
as we walked home together, at the general approbation given by the audience to 
fuch unjuft and indecent f{currility, Surely, faid I, the performances of your comic 
poets are as fo many feditious fire-brands thrown by public authority among the peo- 
ple to inflame them. Their wit is like the moft dangerous and deadly poifon, fuf- 
ficient to corrupt the minds of the vulgar againft thofe, who prefide over the arms 
and counfels of the ftate. Are ye not apprehenfive, that contempt will one day 
beget hatred, and hatred will break out into violence and rebellion? Methinks while 
the citizens in the adminiftration have the management of the ftage, it fhould feem 
natural for them to mould its politics according to their own {chemes, and make it 
fpeak in their favour to the people. That would never be fuffered, anfwered he; 
you know in Athens we confider the ftage, as a centinel pofted by our conftitution 
to warn the republic of approaching perils. We are afraid of intrufting the leaft 
degree of power with the beft of our citizens, and whenever we are brought to that 
neceflity, we have a thoufand arts of watching over them; of putting them out of 
conceit with their greatnefs, left they fhould grow too fond of it; and of fetting 
them on their guard in actions of the minuteit confequence. How does it beat 
down the little pride of minifters, to reflect, that all their meafures are canvaffed by 
a comic poet; and that their foibles are expofed licentioufly to the public view, 
while the ridicule is relithed and applauded by their countrymen? But, faid I, are 
not their meafures enough cenfured or commended in the proper places of debating, 
in the afiemblies of the people? Is it not fufficient, that they are examined by the 
art of your orators, without being humouroufly abufed by your poets and play- 
writers? Fefides, it is dangerous to regard ridicule as the criterion of truth, for it 

prefents 
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prefents us commonly with partial and unfair reprefentations of it. By throwing 
falfe colours over the dictates of wifdom, we may give them the appearance of folly ; 
and I take ArrsropHanes to be more concerned for the fuccefs of a witticifm,; than 
the welfare of the public; a buffoon, who could be fearce grave upon the ruin of 
his country. 


PuILEMON was going to reply, and I would have talked with him more upon 
the fubject, but he was unfortunately called off by fome of his acquaintance. For- 
give me then, if I vent my aftonifhment to thee. Is it not {trange, my noble friend, 
that the public Archons fhould authorife thefe fatires on the public officers and mea- 
fures of the ftate? or that thofe, who are intended by the conftitution to reftrain, 
fhould yet be the legal encouragers of licentioufnefs? Is it not impious, that in the 
very act of devotion to a deity, they fhould dare to laugh at, and exprefs their con- 
tempt for that deity? Is it not impolitic, that the civil magiftrate fhould not only 
be acceffary to a libel on his methods of exercifing the civil authority, but even ftrike 
by this means at religion, the fupport and foundation of that authority? Is it not 
mofe than abfurd, that every private citizen fhould be paid out of the public funds, 
for going, ‘where an affection for new diverfions would of courfe invite him; and 
that the revenue fhould be thus idly wafted, in the midft of a war, and to the dif 
appointment of the public fervice? Was it not igconfiftent with the character of a 
wife man, to propofe the law which enacted this extravagance, and at once eftablifh 
it beyond the power of a repeal? Perhaps it would not have amazed one, if Pzri- 
exes had given money to the people, to prevent them from frequenting a place, 
where his own character was fo ‘infamoufly reviled. But was it not ridiculous to 
take pains in quickening their appetite for fcandal? and did he not a& unbecoming 
the greatnefs of his temper, in ftooping to fuch a dirty and fatal art of popularity ? 
Is it not incredible, that the reprefentation of a few tragedies fhould have coft more 
money to this city, than the naval armaments of all Greece, in defence of its free- 
dom againft Xerxes? or that the Athenian republic fhould be unanimouily profufe 
in improving thofe pleafures, which may contribute hereafter to deftroy it, like the 
wretch who decorates the funeral pile, on which he is one day tobe burnt? How 
inconfiftent 1s the lawlefs democracy of Athens! while the government under which 
thou liveft, potent fatrap, is more fteady in its movements, more jealous of its 
power, and more tender of the regard that is fhewn to it.. Were fuch a fellow as 
ArisTOPHANEs to publifh his comedies in Perfia, with a. view to ridicule the actions 
ef fo great a minifter as Mrcasyzus; a fellow, who can expofe an honeft, and dif- 
concert a wife meafure, who can recommend a weak one, and fanctify a bafe one; 
by the holy fire of the magi, our monarch would put him to the fevereft.torments 
his royal vengeance could inflict, and doom him to the lingering, death of male- 
factors in the Afh-tower * at Ecbatana.. 


* An high tower being filled a great way from the bottom’ with afhes, the criminal was thrown 
head-long from the top of it into them, where by means of a wheel they. were raifed about him, till: 


he was fuffocated.. See Vater. Max. L. IX. c. 2. Exter.. § 6. 2 Maccab. c. xili. Note by the 
tran flator.. 
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LE UP. TE UR oEX XIV, 


Hiprpias to CLEANDER. 


W HEN Ican find leifure from my employment as a merchant, I often turn 


my thoughts to literary fpeculations, or engage with my acquaintance in 

political debates. It is at thefe times I indulge my imagination in laying out new 

plans for regulating the government of \Perfia; and I can fcarce forbear fmiling at 

myfelf, when I refieét, how excellently I fhould behave as a minifter of ftate, if my 

power of doing good were but equal to my will. Had I been with you at the time 

of conferring + with your Athenian friend, 1 fhould have entered more largely into 

the areument than you did, and not have foftened fo much what was faid concern- 

ing the: Grecian conftitution. Indeed I cannot blame the difcretion, which you ufed 

im your prefent circumftances. But you have allowed more weight to his reafoning 

in the clofe of your account of it, than [ can by any means perceive in it. And 

though, according to your letter, the man exprefled himfelf with fluency and viva- 

city on the fubject, yet methinks it was rather glittering in.the words, than ftrong 
in the fenfe. I confefs to thee, CLEANDER, after much eae ane Y am willing’ 
to impute the failure of X#rxeEs’s expedition, not to the valour of that divided people, 

among whom thou refideft, but to the rafh counfellors, who approved the defign of 

that extraordinary invafion, and to the meafures which directed it. ‘Thou wilt ob- 
ferve, I have endeavoured to {peak impartially to this point; thou knoweft my rela-- 
tion to Greece, by my extraction from that country; thou knoweft my relation to 

Perfia, from the happinefs I enjoy under the influence and protection of the Great 

King. I am not however fo prejudiced in favour of the one, as to give the meritof 

its fuccefs to bravery and good conduét alone; nor fo blind to the miftakes of the 

other, as either to conceal its difgrace, or palliate its 11] management. 


The chief thing which Xzrxes wanted, was a true judgment. Prefuming on his 
own deferts, he was unfit to give or to receive good wivice. Puffed up by the nau- 
feous breath of flattery, his minifters knew the art of infinuating, without even the 
appearance of fuggefting; and the confequence of this proved, that no man was 
ever more amufed, managed, and betrayed, than he, who fancied himfelf proteéted 

from all of them by his fuperior underftanding. His headftrong temper led him 
into the wildeft and moft unnatural projects, while he fondl y believed the power of 
the Perfian empire was fuffici ent to fupport them. He entertained nigh notions of 
the regal dignity; and his ambition prompted him to unite the world in an univer- 
fa | monarchy. At the fame time, he was not fenfGible of his own want of courage 
and.addrefs to execute the fcheme. And indeed I have often th ought it wonderfully 
gracious in providence, that it did not impart a very confiderable {hare of either to 
one, who was fo defirons to become the deftroyer of mankind. As foon as he had 
declared, that his enterprizing views were all levelled at-the Grecians, he fitted out 
fuch a fleet, as no harbour could, receive; and raifed fuch an army as could be drawn 


* See Letter LY. 
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up on no plain in Europe or in Afia. So unweildy a body of forces was an idle 
fpectacle, not a formidable ftrength; nor could he, as he vainly imagined, be ad- 
vantaged by thefe numbers, fince they would ferve equally to incommode a retreat, 
or to prevent a victory. He ordered a cut to be made through mount Athos, as an 
inftance of his greatnefs, and to perpetuate his name to pofterity; for his fleet might 
have coafted round the Peninfula, or have been conveyed over the land with lefs 
difficulty. . How ridiculous was his defign of a bridge acrofs the Hellefpont! How 
impertinent were his expreffions of fury, when he found the waves, the winds, and 
the feafons were not under his controul !. After much time loft in thefe vaft and fenfe- 
lefs preparations, he fwept like a mighty torrent over the nations of the earth. When 
he came to Abydos, he fent meffengers to all the Greeks demanding earth and wa- 
ter, except to the Athenians and the Spartans. He knew how roughly they had uled 
his father’s heralds on a former occafion, and he conjectured how they would ufe his 
on this. A great multitude fabmitted to his embaffadors, embraced his offers, and in- 
creaied his army. After he had paffed the Hellefpont, and advanced through Thef- 
faly, he arrived at Thermopylae. ‘There it was the Greeks fhould have drawn down 
their forces; thofe {treights fhould have been confidered as the barrier of their coun- 
try. But fome were afraid of the Perfian, and therefore willing to join with him; 
others fhewed themfelves foolifhly fanguine for precedency, and chofe to facrifice 
their intereft to form ; many wavered in their opinion, ftood debating on their mea- 
fures, and delayed in their affiftance. He found three hundred Spartans with Lro- 
nrpas at their head to oppofe him. He engaged them; and ’tis true they behaved 
with a bravery exceeding the bounds of probability, and almoft too extravagant for 
romance. It is faid, the king placed himfelf on an eminence to furvey the battle. 
It is added, that he was even alarmed at what he faw; and had the Greeks been 
united at that time, I thal! own they might have defeated his forces in the ftreights. 
Then Xerxes would have deferted his throne with anxiety for his perfonal fafety, 
inftead of leaping from it thrice in a fudden confternation. 

One ftep he might have taken, which would have opened his way eafily through 
the ftreights, and forwarded his conqueft. He fuffered his fleet to lie expofed to 
ftorms along thé coaft of Magnefia, and it was nothing more than an ufelefs incum- 
brance on the ocean; whereas he ought to have employed it in ravaging the coats, 
in burning the ports of Peloponnefus, in making defcents upon their country, in 
creating a diverfion of their ftrength; and thus he would have fatigued, harraffed, 
and exhaufted the Greeks. But he had a wrong method of making the fleet aét in 
concert with the land forces, (as he conftantly called it) by which he only meant 
to keep it always in fight, and that it fhould do him no other fervice than accom- 

any his mations, and fail clofe by the fhore, while he traverfed the land. Whe- 
ther he did this, that it might be in his power to fly in cafe of atotal defeat, it may 
be hard to determine. However no meafure could be more abfurd, more unlike one 
of a reaching head, or a general of prudence and activity. He had many opportu- 
nities of fending a fquadron of fhips (according to the council of DemMaratus) to 
the ifland of Cythera, which is oppofite to Lacedemon, from whence he might have 
annoyed and diftreffed it; but he improved none, and neglected them all. Inftcad 
of bending every accident to fixed and rational purpofes, he fuffered thofe accidents 
perpetually to fhift and vary the unfettled and irregular fchemes of his. policy; ay 
B b the 
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the whole expedition ferves to convince us of this, that far from contriving with: 
phlegm, or performing with fpirit, he determined with precipitation and warmth,, 
and acted with cowardice and weaknefs, 


The paffage at Thermopylae was now clear before him: he marched through 
Phocis, and when he had.rifled the temple at Delphi,, encamped in Beeotia. In the: 
mean time, his fleet after a violent ftorm, in which it was much fhattered, made an. 
aukward and unfuccefsful attempt to furprize the Grecian fhips, as they lay in the 
road of Eubcea; for not keeping the defien fecret, it got air, and came to the know- 
ledge of Tuemistrocres, who advifed the Greeks to leave their ftation inthe nights. 
and fo by a counter furprize they ftranded and funk feveral of the Perfian gailies. 
The reft were forced to fea, where they were deftroyed by ftrefs of weather. The 
next day the Perfians engaged with them at Artemifium; and although the Grecians 
thought it right to retire, yet the conflict was fuftained with equal lofs on both fides. 
Whereupon the former contented themfelves with invading Euboea, inftead of pufh- 
ing their main point on the continent of Greece, and the lattervrefitted with diligence: 
in the ftreights of Salamis. By this time Xerxes was occupied in wafting Attica; 
and having put to the {word a few old men in the citadel, who had, miftaken the 
fenfe of the oracle ‘cancerning the wooden walls, he demolifhed the temples, and. 
lorded it over the empty houfes in Athens. The citizens looked for this event, and: 
wifely withdrew their women and effects: into the neighbouring iflands, while every: 
man, who was able to bear arms, embarked in fome fhip. Here was Xerxzs’s 
grand error, and the origin of all his loffes. It was his want of fagacity, and ne- 
glect of the advice of Artemisia, which caufed him to fight under fo many difad- 
vantages at Salamis; and it was fear, which. prevented his marching to the Ifthmus. 
Fle never dared to advance into the Peloponnefus, though if he had done it at firft 
without delay, he muft have found very feeble oppofition, He was terrified with 
the apprehenfion of meeting the eight thoufand Lacedemonians, who, as the royal 
exile, their countryman, informed him, were like the three hundred at Thermo- - 
pyle. Even after the victory at Salamis, he might with proper management have- 
defeated the Grecians ; but tired with his journey, and difpirited with ill fuccefs,. 
he fled back difhonourably on his way to Perfia. He fuffered a confiderable part of 
his army to perifh by peftilence and famine; that army, the thought of whofe naturak. 
mortality drew.tears from the tyrant, but the thought of whofe unnatural one, occa- 
fioned by himfelf,, {carce touched his foul with remorfe. Infolent, when he fondly 

xpected profperity, he was dejected when he felt the weight of bad fortune; unable 

to fteer his courfe through the difficulties that furrounded him, every tide drew him 
along with it; every gale of wind carried him before it; continually toffed about,. 
he lived from day. ta day, fubject to the hourly caprice of. his temper, and atthe. 
mercy of every precarious event. 


The imprudent,. proud, and defponding king fat.down to repofé himfelf at Sardis ;. 
follicitous for the fate of thofe numerous forces,. which he had entrufted to Mar- 
nontius. ' Hismore imprudent, prouder, and confident minifter, promifed boldly he: 
would fubdue all Greece; if he failed in performing it, he prefumprtuoufly de-- 
clared, he would take fhame to himfelf, without any reflection on the honour of 
his mafter. Xerxus fatisfied himfelf with the rant and vanity of a madman; he 
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foolifhly thought the ruin of Marpontus would caft no cloud over his own reputa- 
tion; and reafoned as foolifhly to himfelf that he might retrieve his credit, if the | 
meafures purfued by this giddy officer were attended with fuccefs. He {till hoped, | 
notwithftanding his difafters, if not by his own valour or his own merit, yet by the 
valour and merit of Marponivs, to enter Susa ina triumphal chariot, and crowned 
with the wreaths of a conqueror; for though he was defirous to be far from the 
danger, he was eager to take a fhare in the glory 


\ 
® 


But here his reafonings were falfe; his {chemes were defeated. Marpontius win- 
tered in Theffaly, marched forward to Attica in the fpring, and fat down idly in 
Athens with his army. How ridiculous and incredible was a conduét like this? He 
made offers of accommodation to the Athenians, who, he knew, would refufe them. d 
Fie entertained however fome groundlefs expectations, that they would one day ac- ' 
ceptthem. But inftead of waiting till they fubmitted to his clemency, he ought im- 
mediately to have repaired XeRxzs’s errors, which hehad now a very fair opportunity 
of doing. He fhould have fomented the divifion; he fhould have improved the 
coolnefs between Athens and Lacedemon; he fhould have penetrated into the heart of 
the Peloponnefus, before the wall at the Ifthmus was finifhed, and {fpread defolation 
where he went. He might at leaft have prevented the Spartan fuccours from joining 
the Athenians at Eleufis. In this junéture-what did Marponius? A few hours 
after he received notice of it, he retired bafely into the champain plains of Boeotia. 
Thus he forfeited his honour; betrayed the interefts of his prince; and at Plateza his 
army fell a facrifice to their general’s temerity and unfkilfulnefs. He feems to me 
in that battle to have thrown away his life with the fame wantonnefs, wherewith he 
always conducted it; and whoever reads the hiftory of this expedition, as it is ex- 
cellently told by Heroporus, will find, that after his death the reliques of his fcat- | 
tered forces died wretchedly of hunger, ficknefs, and diftrefs. In fhort a complica- 
tion of miferies will prefent themfelves to him in all their horrors. The Greeks, 
elated by this fingular deliverance, fought at Mycale with vigour and with {pirit. 
The Perfians indeed behaved with bravery, but were difcouraged by thefe fad cala- 


mities. X£rxes left Sardis in hafte, returned to Sufa in defpair, and fimarted to his 
laft hour for the follies of ambition. 


I have now laid before you, Crranper, the feveral faults committed in this 
ftrange and cruel expedition, ‘Though the king had fo many repeated opportunities 
of overcoming the Greeks; though every fucceeding opportunity made amends for 
the lofs of the foregoing; yet they were given up to the ignorance and timidity of 
himfelf and thofe about him. It would be to fuppofe his enemies were more than 
men, if one could poffibly imagine, that powerfully affaulted without, and expofed i 
to fedition and treachery within, they fhould be able to defeat his millions, by the i 
mere efforts of valour, without receiving particular affiftance from his erofs and fre- 
quent miftakes. Thusvended the invafion of Greece, unjuftifiable in its intentions, 
extravagant in its plan, ill managed in its progrefs, and fatal in its confequences. 


From Ephefus. C. 
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Taher ak LXXXV. . 
OrRsAMES to CLEANDER. From Memphis. 


OON after my laft letter to thee from Heliopolis, I departed for Memphis im 
S that delightful feafon, which fucceeds the inundation, For at that time, when 
winter begins in other countries, Aigypt enjoys a return of fpring; the trees bloffom,, 
the earth is decked with a frefher verdure, the meadows are enamelled with flowers, 
and the air is purer and more ferene. In the month of March * is held a folemn. 
feftival to Isrs. As the goddefs reprefents univerfal nature, and prefides over every 
element, they dedicate to her a fhip in thefe folemnities, intreating her to be propi- 
tious to navigation. The proceffion begun with a company of women crowned with 
garlands, and apparelled in white, fome ftrewing the way with flowers, others {prink- 
ling it with perfumes and balfams. The emblems they carry much refemble the 
furniture of a lady’s toilet; and feveral I obferyed to hold behind them bright 
polifhed fpeculums, as it were in compliment to the goddefs to reflect her image. 
‘Thefe were fucceeded by a great number of both fexes with torches and waxen 
tapers, in honour to the fidereal deities; while a fymphony of flutes and other in- 
{truments accompanied the voices of a felect chorus of young people. Then fol- 
lowed a mixt multitude of the initiated both men and women of different ranks and 
ages, habited in white raiments, and making a fhrill noife upon brazen, filver, and 
golden fiftrums. The women had a loofe head-drefs over their moiftened hair; the 
men had their heads. fhaven. After thefe came feveral perfons of the moft. diftin- 
cuifhed orders in the priefthood. One carried a burning lamp ina golden boat; 


- another, whom F took to be the facred fcribe, held in one hand the Caduceus of 


Mercury, and had alfo a palm-branch with foliage of gold. The next was known 
by the rod of juftice, and the golden patera, out of which he poured a milk-lba- 
tion.’ Another attendant upon the prophet in this proceffion carried a golden trough 
loaded with golden branches. The prophet himfelf came next, and after him was 
brought a monftrous Anubis reprefenting Hermzs. ‘Then upon the fhoulders of 
the paftophori a molten heifer, the fymbol of the great goddefs; as alfo the myftical 
image of that deity, which to me, who am no initiate, appeared no more than an 
urn with a round cavity in the middle, the mouth of it running out into a long 
fpout, the outfide-curioufly. emboffed with A®gytian figures, and an afp fitting upon 
the handle with its-body entwined, but the neck {welling and erect. The cheft like- 
wife was carried, that contains the hidden myfteries.* When all their proceffion, 
amidft the acclamations of thofe who bore a part in it, was come up, and had 
ranged itfelf upon the banks of the Nile, the prophet advanced forward to the fhip; 
and having repeated a folemn form of words, with a lighted torch, an egg, and ful- 
phur, he performed the rites of purification, and’ named and dedicated it to the 
goddefs Isis. The-veffel was of citron-wood curioufly polifhed, the ftern covered 
with plates of gold, and upon the canvas written the vows of the people for a prof- 
perous navigation. As foon as the rites of purification were over, the yards being 
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hoifted, and the fails unfurled, inftantly all the people prefent difcharge upon it 
their troughs loaden with aromatic gums, and pour a libation into the water. Then 
the cables are loofened, and the fhip with a gentle gale rides down. the Nile. The 
proceffion returns in the fame order to the temple of Ists, where prayers are offered 
by the facred feribe for the prefervation of the Perfian empire, for the profperity of 
AEgypt, and fuccefs that year to all the feafaring-tribe. ‘The people prefent ftrew 
bay leaves, vervain, and other fweet herbs before the fhrine of the goddefs; and 
with that the aflembly is difmiffed. This ceremony took its rife from the times of 
Szsostris after a famous naval expedition, when he ravaged the coafts of the Red- 
Sea. | * For he commanded a fhip to be built of cedar 280 cubits in length, covered 
with gold on the outfide, and with filver within; and this he dedidated to the fove- 
reign deities of Aigypt. + In the temple of Vuxcan are thew! the ftatues of this 
king, his wife, and fons, which he placed there in memory of a fignal deliverance 
from the treachery of his brother, who fet fire inthe night time to his pavilion, as 
he lay at Pelufium in his return from his great victories. {That magnificent temple, 
according to tradition, was begun by Mewzs the founder of this city; but thofe 
ancient ftruétures, we may believe, were no more than the firft rude effays of archi- 
tecture, in which little regard was had.to fymmetry and proportion, § TosorTarus, 
the next fucceeding king, an affociate of Mercury, inftructed the Memphites in 
the art of mafonry, and taught them to fquare and polifh the ftones,. which they 
ufed in their buildings. {| Rampsinitus, a fon or defcendant of Sesostais, built 
the weftern portico of Vuncan’s temple, and placed two coloffus’s of five and 
twenty cubits in height before the entrance, one facing the North, another the South ; 
the former the Aigyptians call Summer, and pay great adorations to it, but, nene to 
the latter, which they call Winter. Psammeticnus afterwards added a portico to 


the weftern gate, and encompafied the temple with a wall, fupporting it with. co- 
loffus’s of twelve feet high inftead of pillars. In the temple of Osiris is the fall 
of the ox Apis, who is often confulted.as a chief oracle, and his manner of return- 
ing anfwers is by receiving or rejecting what is offered him, ‘which are accordingly 
interpreted lucky or unlucky. ** The Nile.runs on the Eaft fide of Memphis; to 
the North and Weft a great lake furrounds it; for ‘an ,hundred ftadia. fouthward 
reaches an artificial bank, where anciently lay the channel of the Nile. This great 
work of turning the river, of filling up the old channel and digging the lake, is 
aferibed to their firft king Mews. The bank is annually repaired by Perfia out of 
the tribute coHeéted from thofe parts; and the foldiers of the neighbouring e@arrifons 
are émployed in that férvice. For fhould it blow up, tne whole city of Memphis 
would be in danger of being drowned. ‘The inner city, which is called the White 
Wall, is chiefly’ inhabited by Perfians, who are feldom fewer, -including the garri- 
on, than 120,000. And.this number the A@gyptians are obliged to fupply with 
corn, according to the taxation of Darius, paying the reft,of their tribute in money, 
which befides the revenue from the lake Moeris.amounts yearly. to feventy talents. 
But this is levied upon the whole province, comprehending part of Lybia, as far as 
Barca and Cyrene. This part of the city was valiantly defended by us againft the 
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‘Egyptians and Athenians in the laft revolt. The-firft palace, that ever was built, 
they tell you, was built here by Mercury. In that, which is at prefent ftanding, 
Sarsames the viceroy of Aigypt keeps his court. It is fituated upon the highett 
ground in the city, and fronts to the ftately northern portico. of Vutcan’s temple. 
* Behind the palace lies a beautiful grove, and from the eminence you command a 
profpect of the lake, to which there leads a gradual defcent through viftas, that open 
upon the water. 


‘+ It is a common report of the priefts, that three hundred and thirty kings have 
reigned in /Egypt fince Menzs; that of them eighteen were ZEthiopians, and among 
them one famous woman named Nirocris. But the fame vanity, that has led them 
to impofe upon mankind in other matters, and to claim to themfelves the earlieft 
antiquity, has tended to perplex their chronology. “They have ufed a like fallacy 
in ftating the ages of their earlieft kings, unlefs the lives of men are confiderably 
fhortened, fince the diftant period, when they reigned. The firft extraordinary event 
in tleir hiftory feems to be the treacherous murder of their firft king Menes, which 
they fabuloufly allude to inthe ftory of his being deftroyed by an Hippopotamus. 
But Osiris, they own, was flain by his brother TypHon, and the Hippopotamus is 
the common emblem of TypHon, as is particularly to be feen at Hermopolis. . In 
their ancient fuperftition before the times of SgsostRis, who built fhips of war, and 
extended his conquefts both by feas and land, the fea was an abomination to the 
/Egyptians, as reprefenting to them the deteftable Typuon ; perhaps becaufe that 
invader came acrofs the feas to /Egypt. ‘When they fay Osrrts perifhed in the fea, 
they confound the hiftorical event with their mythological allegory, and mean no 
more, than that the Nile, which is fometimes fabled by Osrris, lofes its waters: in 
the great receptacle of all rivers. ‘Their coming’ acquainted with this element gave 
birth to new conceits, feemingly as. wild and extravagant as any I have mentioned 
before; {that the fun and moon did not, according to the vulgar notion, ride in 
chariots through the air, but glided along in fhips or veffels, as through a thin 
liquid medium, And one often meets with an Isrs or an Aprs upon a boat in their 
hieroglyphical reprefentations, as emblems of the fun and moon, for which they 
have found a phyfical explanation, that the heavenly bodies are nourifhed with va- 
pours exhaled from the fea and rivers. ‘The chief obftacle to the fgyptian nayi- 
gation, and what kept them ftrangers to the fea fo long, feems to have been the 
want of convenient ports and harbours.. ‘The Phoenicians being moft commodioufly 
feated for navigation, ftruck much earlier into naval improvements, and made 
themfelves confiderable by carrying on a traffic through all parts. By them the 
commodities of Aigypt were exchanged for thofe of other countries. They firft 
came acquainted with the Greeks, and by. them the /Egyptians were made known 
to them; for though many of the Greeks owed their original to Aegypt, yet were 
they by length of time eftranged from their parent land. But the Phoenicians fram 
the earlieft times were known to the Agyptians. § The tradition is preferved in 
Perfia of their original, or the place from whence they very anciently removed; and 
we are well affured, that they were once feated upon the confines of the Arabian 


* Srrap. L. VI. + Heron. Euterp. 


t Prurarcu. de Istp. & Osiripe. § Herop. Curio. c. 1. Popynymn. 


culf 


ACT te ie ata Neer Ba By RYS; 1gt 


gulf; and that coming from thence they fettled where they now are. And this me- 
morable tradition in Perfia helps me to account for a remarkable revolution, which 
1 have traced out in the AZgyptian hiftory, viz. that about feven hundred years after 
the eftablifhment of their.ancient dynafties, * a great invafion happened from a peo- 
ple, that came from the Eaft, who after infinite ravages reduced the country, de- 
{troyed their temples, overturned their government, and fet up a king of their own, 
to whom not only the Lower A¢gypt, but Memphis alfo, and the upper region be- 
came tributary. For anciently what we now call A’gypt was divided ino three 
parts; Thebais was a diftinét diftrict; the dynafty of Memphis was the upper A¢gypt ; 
and that of Heliopolis, comprehending the reft of the Delta, the lower region. 
Thefe invaders have been ever fince called by the AZgyptians Hyc/os or fhepherds, a 
word of contempt, implying a mean ignoble race, who followed no employment 
more honourable than that of tending cattle. Now the Phoenicians having probably 
dwelt upon the borders of Arabia before they invaded Aégypt, might, as the Ara- 
bians are, be famous graziers; and from their ancient fituation might early have 
been acquainted with the feas beyond the Arabian gulf. The fix firft paftor-kings 
reduced all ASgypt under their power except Thebais; but after a fubjeCtion of about 
five hundred years,. the AZgyptians by help of the Theban king caft off this foreign 
yoke. Trrumosis recovered Heliopolis, and was the firft prince from Thebais, 
who fettled his dominion there,. and + abolifhed the barbarous cuftom of human fa- 
crifices. + Mosrts about the fame time expelled them from Memphis, and Terx- 
mosis drove them into the extreme parts of the country, and took and § ruined 
Abaris, now Pelufium, their laft hold in AXgypt. From thefe times A’gypt became 
a flourifhing kingdom, and increafed in power and glory, till Szsosrris the brother 
of Danaus extended his conquefts through all Afia, and fet up an univerfal empire 
before Ninus and Semiramis. With a great naval force he took Cyprus and Pha:- 
nicia,, led an army againft the Affyrians and Medes, and after he had reduced thofe 


nations, invaded the more diftant cities and’ provinces of the Eaft. He conquered: 


Scythia as far as the river Tanais, and left pillars in feveral places in memory of his 
ereat exploits. Upon-his return out of Thrace,, | he planted the Colchi upon the 


river Phafis, leaving a part of his army to people the new colony. He contrived an. 


itinerary to fettle the boundaries. and diftances of the.countries he had. travelled over, 
and introduced the ftudy of geography,. which has fince been greatly improved by 
the facred fcribes. ** But the firft eeographical. tables are faid to be preferved 


among. 
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among the Colchi. ‘This Szsosrris inftructed the Egyptians in horfemanthip, His 
army, they tell you, confifted of 24,000 horfe, befides.a much larger body of foot, 
with 27,000 armed chariots ; and anciently an horfe was the A¢gyptian fymbol for 
fortitude and boldnefs; but after the military genius of the Ai gyptians abated, that 
warlike animal was difufed; and by the canals, which that prince begun, and others 
have fince carried through every part of the country for the more general convey- 
ance of the waters, it is in moft places rendered impaffable for chariots.and horfes. 
SesosTRis. firft made it a law, that no perfon fhould forfake the profeffion of his 
fathers. By this the military as well as the prieftly tribes were likely to be kept 
diftinet. ‘The foldiery were then divided into two claffes, the Hermotybies and the 
Calafiries; and a thoufand.of each chofen annually for the king’s body-guard; and 
thefe were commonly taken from among thofe, who had their fettlement in the 
Theban and Chemmite nomes., “But-the foldiery in general enjoyed a certain; por- 
tion of lands exempt from all taxes throughout the feveral nomes. both of 'Thebais 
and of the Upper and’ Lower /Egypt. . For the whole kingdom was divided by Sz- 
sosTRis into thirty-fix nomes, for the more eafy adminiftration of it ; and over each 
were appointed deputies to ‘take care of the king’s revenues. .,’The warlike fpirit 
of this. prince, afpiring to defpotic government, tended to aggrandize the military 
orders, .but to diminifh the authority of the. priefts.. The empire, which Szsostrgs, 
had eftablifhed, continued among his pofterity for fome generations; but: the mili- 
tary intereft, which from his time was grown confidérable,. raifed at laft great com- 
motions, particularly in the Lower /Egypt; and feveral {mall dynafties were fet up, 
in prejudice to the Theban monarchy, till inthe reign, of Anysrs the Blind, SABACON 
an Ethiopian took advantage of their divifions, and invaded ASgypt. -Anysis faved 
himfelf by fying to the fens, where he lay concealed, during the whole period that 
Sapacon ftayed in Agypt, in an ifland called Elbo.- That, Ethiopian prince helped 
to re-eftablith the power of the priefts, and, they fay, returned back into his own 
country by the fummons of an oracle, when he had reigned fifty years with great 
juftice and clemency. “Tis recorded of him, that inftead of punithing malefaétors 
with death, he employed them in raifing mounds about the towns they belonged to ; 
by which mott of the towns in A’gypt are elevated fo high above the waters. But 
his burning alive the Theban Boccuoris, a wife and excellent prince, cannot be re- 
conciled with that character. He alfo. put to death Necuus, fovereign of the Saite 
dynatty.” After his departure, and thé death of Anysts, SeTHON a prieft of VuL- 
can was invefted with royal power; ‘in- whofe reign the art military was neglected, 
and the profeffion of arms brought into contempt. ‘Then prieftcraft begun to revive, 
and the tyranny of fuperftition was fet up. Thus did one extreme lead to another, 
and the military ftrength. of Egypt having ferved to eftablith arbitrary power, made 
way to its own deftruction. | By thefe-revolutions things returned again into their 
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ancient channel. The power and empire of Ac gypt was reduced, and the ftate inthe 
end was left defencelefs. After the reign of SzrHon they made an attempt to free 
themfelves from kingly power, but the event was anarchy and confufion. Then 
twelve tyrants were fet up by the different factions of the people, till Psammerr- 
cuus, the fon of Necuus, defeated his colleagues by a foreign force, and once more 
eftablifhed a monarchy. It flourifhed again for feveral reigns, till AZ@gypt became 
tributary to the king of Babylon, and was afterwards fubjected by Campyses to the 
Perfian empire. But the A°cyptians are naturally headitrong and untractable; and 
by what I have obferved of their difpofition they {till breathe a fpirit of liberty, and 
are as reluctant as ever againft a foreign yoke. Thou well knoweft, Crranper, the 
bold efforts they made, both in the reign of KeRxzs, and in the beginning of this. 
AmyrteEus, who then upon the defeat of Inarus, and reduction of the country by 
Mecasyzus, fled to the fens, ftill fupports the old faction againft Perfia; and re- 
fides, as is reported, in the fame inacceffible ifland, where Anysis concealed him- 
felf fo long. He reigns there like an independent prince over the followers of his 
fortune. But the friends of Perfia have reafon to fear a more numerous and formi- 
dable party among the malecontents of Aigypt, who might be willing to join him 
upon any defperate undertaking; and I am_perfuaded, that whenever an occafion 
offers, their attempts to become independent of Perfia will be no lefs vigorous than 


they have heretofore been. Adieu. 
“ ii. 


Ro ete ee ok A VL , 


CLEANDER to GosBpryas. From Athens. 


pass ERRED fending an account of the conclufion, which is at laft put to 
the bufinefs of Mitylene, till the various turns, which it has paffed through, were 
over, and till I was able by converfing with the principal perfons, who conducted 
the deliberations of the republic in the courfe of the affair, to lay before thee im- 
partially the reafons, which induced the people to inflict the utmoft, I may fay the 
moft extravagant feverities, with regard to the unfortunate Mitylenians, in the firft 
decree, and to foften the rigor of them in fo remarkable a manner in the fecond, 
within the compafs of avery few days. 


I mentioned in former difpatches, that the Athenians feemed inclined to come to 
the extremeft refolutions in punifhing the revolt of Mitylene, as well to terrify the 
reft of their allies from fhaking off their dependance, as to gratify that warm re- 
fentment, which inflamed them againft the inhabitants of Lefbos, from whom they 
leaft expected, that fuch an ungrateful return would be made to their favours, and 
an example fet to the other tributary iflands, which might prove fo prejudicial to the 
interefts of this ftate. For thefe reafons, not to mention the naturally quick and 
fenfible temper of the Athenians, and the flow of fpirits, which every inftance of 
. oc good 
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good fortune throws them into, »it.is no wonder, that pufhed on by the orators of 
Creon’s party they paffed the following decree in the firft aflembly, which they held 
upon the punifhment.of the Mitylenians : 


“¢ Under the archonfhip of Eucurpes, on the fifth day. of the month Hecatombeon, 
* Turasicies the fon of Mipras-of the tribe of, CeEcrops moved; That whereas 
‘* the inhabitants of Lefbos had.foon after the ,Perfian war'concluded an alliance with 
“¢ the commonwealth of Athens, by which they, obliged'themfelves to pay yearly the 
‘““ fum of fifteen talents, and furnifh a fquadron of fhips when demanded ; and like- 
wife to.remain firm allies to this ftate, as well in defence of the general liberties of 
Greece, as the rights and prerogatives of Athens in particular; and whereas the 
Athenians, in a juft fenfe of. the advantages they received from this alliance, con- 
ferred immunities and privileges on theinhabitants of Lefbos; greater than thofe 
they beftowed.on any other people in their dependance;' and whereas the Lefbians, 
ungratefully forgetting thefe benefits, did, on pretences void of all foundation, 
not only violate the treaty they have entered into, by withdrawing the ftipulated 
fupplies of fhips and money, but likewife wholly defert the interefts of the repub- 
lic in the midft of a dangerous and expenfive war, and by adding.to the number 
of its enemies; contribute as.farjas in them lay to its utter ruin; and whereas 
the Athenians, aided by the gods, the revengers of infringed leagues, and the 
juftice of the divine Nemesis, have reduced the city Mitylene to furrender at dif- 
cretion; be it decreed by the fenate and people of Athens, that for the punifhment 
of thefe numerous injuries, for a warning to the reft of their allies, who have yet 
preferved their fidelity unfhaken, and for the afferting of thofe rights, which an 
infration of the moft-facred ties gives over-a perjured aly, that the inhabitants 
of Mitylene, who have attained the age of manhood, be without diftinétion put 
to death, and the women and children reduced to flavery, and fold by lots; and 
let Cuarzs, Dion, and Potycrares be chofen to fee this decree put im execution,” 


The faction, which drove on the people to thefe extremities, were fo eager to put 
the laft hand to their deteftable cruelty, that they prevailed with them, ‘that a galley 
fhould be immediately difpatched with the three -commiffioners on board, and orders 
to-Pacnes to carry the decree into execution, ‘The day after they were failed, the 
Athenians agreeably to their character began to foften; they found feveral citizens of 
authority amoneft them did not approve this feverity, and thought a lefs degree of 
punifhment not only more generous, but more prudent. At the fame time the Mi- 
tylenian deputies ufed infinite art and induftry, that the affair might be again debated; 
and by the force of their perfonal applications: with men of honefty and good-nature, 
and motives of a lefs hberal kind with thofe of mercenary difpofitions, obtained of 
the Prytanes, that another aflembly fhould be convened to decide the* bufinefs. 
When the people were met! together in a great {quare near) the citadel, and the ufuat' 
facrifices and Juftrations:were performed, a prayer was offered up for ableffing on the 
counfels of the republic. After the public crier had: proclaimed thrice with a loud 
woice, TIE BOYABTAI AYAPOPEYEIN , Who -will give his opinion? °F was very 
well pleafed to fee my friend Puitemon,. fo often mentioned in the’ courfe! ‘of thefe 
letters, {tep forward with a placid dignity, and mount the tribunal. ~He began with 
telling the people, that.as ficknefs: had prevented him from giving his opinion upoa 

the: 
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the affair in queftion the firft time it was debated, he was extremely glad they had 
refumed their confultations, that he might have an opportunity of ufing that freedom 
in {peaking his fentiments, which they always allowed him. He was forry to find, 
that the continuance of the war feemed not only. to have effaced the impreflions of 
humanity from amongft them, but even produced a difregard for the foundeft 
maxims of policy. That it was a known obfervation, exceflive punifhments were far 
from having the effect propofed; they rather occafioned defpair in the guilty, which 
was often the parent in them of efforts above their natural ftrength to recover their 
freedom, and revenge themfelves upon their oppreflors. At the fame time the height- 
ning the punifhment with cruelty expofed the inflictors to the hatred of their allies, 
who were juftly apprehenfive of the cafe becoming their own on the flighteft ground 
of offence, and to the redoubled vigour of their enemies, to whom fuch proceedings 
appeared like a réfolution never to fheath the fword. - He defired them to obferve, he 
did ‘not {peak againft punifhing the authors of a revolt; that was a piece of juftice 
dué'both to ‘themfelves and the pods ; but only againft that indifcritninate fentence, 
which involved the innocent with the guilty, the mifguided with the mifguiders. 
He then put them in mind of recovering that reputation, which they had formerly 
for gentlenefs and lenity, and which of late years he was grieved to fay they had 
forfeited.’ -He"concluded thus’; ‘ Athenians, I have given that opinion, which I 
**“think not only moft. honourable, but moft advantageous for you. Let it not be 


“faid in'Greece, that whilft Athens boafts of being the only city which has erected 
*“in-one of its ftreets an altar to Compaffion, the influence of that amiable divinity 
ee 


is totally erafed from the hearts of its citizens.” 


The fpeech of Puiremon. was received with great approbation by his party; but 

it’ was immediately anfwered by orators of the other’ fide, and the debate infenfibly 
. ? ~ . % 

grew warm. ''' Creon at lait ‘rofe, and with a vehemence both of: action and utterance 


harangued the affembly to the'following effect: “* Phat what had pafled that day was 
*“ to hima fufficient’proof, that a republican government was ‘of all others the moft 
improper to maintain authority. By putting an affair of this nattire in delibera- 
tion, ‘after it had been once refolved, they fhewed a foftnefs in their nature and an 


th 

unfteadinefs in their counfels, which would encourage their allies to rife againf 
them upon‘every occafion. They could not furely be ignorant, th: 

they exercifed over’ thofe allies was merely an ufurped one; and 


15 


at the authority 
hat’ no favours 
they could beftow would be fufficient to prevent their feizing évery opportunity 
to recover their indépéndency. ‘That in order to keep them fteady to their firit 
decree, he imagined he needed only put them in mind of the injuries, which they 
had fuffered from the Lefbrans, who both by their fitudtion as an° ifle,and their 
power “as ‘a'nation, were out'of all danger of ‘being enflaved bythe Arhenfan‘arms ; 
fo that their revolt proceeded from no other motive than the reftlefs humour of 


sould 
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their prefent condition, however happy. He declared, he faw no reafon for ex- 
cepting any out of the punifhment, fince they were all equally concerned in the 
crime; and exhorted the people to make an example of feverity, whic! 
“¢ their allies within the bounds of duty, whilft they were oppofing 
s¢° i¢héjy uiserdus enemies.” 


mankind, which induces them to prefer a new and uncertain ftate of affairs. to 
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The faction of Creon teftified by clamours of applaufe, that his fentiments met 
with their concurrence. At the clofe of the debate Dioporus enforced the argu- 
ments for mercy in avery elaborate fpeech. He told the-aflembly, that their de- 
bating twice upon an affair of this importance was an argument to him of their wif- 
dom, fince there were no greater enemies to prudent counfels than anger and precipi- 
tation. He did not think the point in debate was, whether the Lefbians were guilty. 
or not; that was a point allowed on all hands ; but whether the decree, which they 
had paffed two days before, was for the advantage of the ftate. On this head he 
-obferved, that in all cafes of revolt a door fhould be left open for repentance ; and 
_it was more particularly reafonable with regard to a people, who being once free, 
could not be blamed for endeavouring to efface every mark of dependance. The 
argument he chiefly urged was, that as Greece and the adjacent ifies were divided 
into the popular and ariftocratical parties, the former of which fided with Athens, 
the latter wifhed well to the Peloponnefian caufe, they ought to.confider, that by 
involving all the inhabitants of Mitylene in the punifhment, the feverity of it would 
fall heavieft upon their friends of the popular faction, who, as foon as they had feized 
the power, furrendered the city to the army of the republic. For thefe and other 
reafons (which I fhould tire thee with repeating) he moved, “ That the former de- 
© cree fhould be repealed, and the authors of the revolt only, amounting to about a 
thoufand of the magiftrates and rich citizens of Mitylene, put to death; that the 
‘ fortifications of the place fhould be demolifhed; their fhips delivered up; and 
their land divided into two parts, the one to be dedicated to the fervice of the 
** gods, the other to be fhared out in lots to an Athenian colony.” 


The motion of Diopotus pafied on a divifion but by a very few voices; and a 
galley was immediately difpatched with a repeal of the former decree. The rowers 
encouraged by the promifes and rewards of the Mitylenian deputies made fuch ex- 
pedition, as to arrive at Mitylene jult time enough to prevent Pacues and the com- 
miffioners from putting their firft orders in execution. Thou wilt eafily imagine, 
with how much joy this news was received by the inhabitants of Mitylene, who had 
nothing before their eyes but the preparations and executioners of their punifhment. 


I need not fuggeft to thee, enlightened minifter, that the Athenians by carrying 
their refentment fo far againft the revolted allies, and expreffing the utmoft unwil- 
lingnefs to afford the leaft hopes of pardon to thofe, who may follow their example,. 
point out themfelves in what manner a war may be carried on againft them to moft 
advantage. For when once the colonies and tributary iflands forfake this republic, 
and either fet up governments of their own, or feek the protection of a ftronger 


power, one may foretel without divination, that the ruin of Athens is at hand. 
Farewel. 


Py. 
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VERY art, Hypaspzs, that tends to the comfort or ornament of human life, 
took its firft rife either from neceffity or convenience; and 1 believe it often 
appens, that chance fketches out the rude defign, which is afterwards improved, 
matured, and polifhed by refleCtion. That this was eminently the cafe inthe origin 
of theatrical reprefentations is agreed on all hands. ‘Tragedy and comedy were no- 
thing more in their beginnings than hymns to Baccuus, whom my friend CrrsipHon 
the fophift confiders in no other light than that of the beft vine-drefier of antiquity. 
Some of his followers one day accidentally found a goat browzing in their vineyard. 
They took and facrificed it to their dead and perhaps deified matter, from motives 
of gratitude as well as intereft. The neighbours were called in, who joined with 
them in fongs and dances; and the revelling being approved of by the company, 
was foon converted, we may fuppofe, into an annual folemnity. The perfons, who 
performed thefe extemporal hymns, either alternately or all together, were in fuc- 
ceeding times called the chorus. This cuftom was transferred into their cities, and 
the fubjeét of it was very much altered; for the compofers of the fongs having 
almoft exhaufted their imagination by conftantly exercifing it on the fame argument; 
recited the actions of fome illuftrious hero with the praifes of Baccnus. ‘Thus the 
thing continued till the days of Tuzspis, who is allowed to have been the firft, who 
enlarged the fcheme, and abolifhing thefe rough and uncouth dithyrambs, (as the 
Greeks call them) introduced juft and regular entertainments of written poems. In 
aid of the chorus he brought a fingle aétor upon the ftage, who at fit intervals came 
out from the reft, and amufed the audience with an account of the exploits of fa- 
mous'men; then retired again, when the chorus had taken breath, which was {till 
the moft confiderable part of the performance. However, by this means a new turn 
was given to it; the bufinefs of the chorus was leffened, and fomething like a plot 
or fable was introduced. THespis went about the villages in carts, daubed the faces. 
of his actors with lees of wine, and contended for the premium of tragedy, a Goat; 
while others vied for the premium of comedy, a bafket of Figs and a veffel of 
Wine. He lived about the time of Soon, who, by procuring an order from the 
court of Areopagus, obliged him to lay down an employment fo unprofitable to the 
ftate. That acute and penetrating lawgiver forefaw the confequences. that would 
enfue, and (the Athenians fay) in the fpirit of divination foretold them. 


7Escuyius improved upon this model by adding a fecond a¢tor, and diverfifying, 
the fable. As he was extremely diligent in the ftudy of Homer, he fet the Iliad 
before his eyes as the ftandard of poetry. He obferved the vivacity of the dialogues 
introduced there, and confidered how much more agreeable they would appear, if 
exhibited in fuch a manner, as to feem real, and to flow naturally from the paffions, 
fentiments, and behaviour of common life. Hence he thought of cafting his plays. 
into the form of converfation. By this time the chorus, which was at firft the prin- 
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cipal part of tragedy, was only an acceffory ornament of it, and employed to relieve 
the actors, as the actors were before admitted to relieve that. Nay, the chorus, 
which was anciently the play itfelf, now ferved only to exprefs the fentiments of the 
by-ftanders, to take the fide of injured innocence and virtue, and to fuggett fuch 
reflections, as the well-minded part of the audience might reafonably be fuppofed to 
make. Aiscuyius taught the perfons concerned in it, to make thofe movements 
in their dances, which are called the ftrophe and antiftrophe. The firft of them is 
from eaft to weft, and intended to fienify the diurnal courfe of the fun; the fecond 
is the reverfe of that motion. After fome time they fing the epode in concert with 
the mufical inftruments, and ftand ftill in the middle of the {tage, intimating by a 
quaint conceit the ftability of the earth in the centre. While Tuespis lived, the 
players had no regular place of reprefentation, but contented themfelves with the 
moveable ftage I have named to you. A%scuyxus, as he was received with public 
honours and encouragement in Athens after the death of SoLon, employed Aca+ 
THARCHUS, a fkilful architeét, to build a theatre at the expence of the ftate, and 
to contrive the decorations and {cenery. He furnifhed his a¢tors with mafks, dreffed 
them in flowing robes agreeable to the characters they fuftained on different occa- 
fions, and by the affiftance of bufkins advanced them to the fancied tallnefs of he-' 
roes. In this he accommodated himfelf to the prejudices of the multitude, who 
even to this day entertain a notion, that all the ancient warriors, except Httle Ty- 
DEUS, were of a fize beyond the common ftandard of nature. 


Thus is /Escrytus become the father of dramatic poetry; and as it is a. greater 
inftance of genius to invent than to improve, he may delerve perhaps more regard 
than any, who have fucceeded him., He has written one play, which is an agera- 
vated defcription, but indeed finely drawn, of the diftrefs of Xerxzs and his army 
in the late invafion; and reprefents the faithlefs and corrupted Perfians as. deftitute 
‘of the favour of Oromaspzs, while Greece was under the influence and protection 
of her guardian deities, ‘The reading of this play has fuggefted one thing -to me, 
with which I will conclude this letter; and though it may be thought perhaps by 
fome a very laudable partiality, I can by no means approve it in A‘scHyLus,. not- 
withftanding his great qualities: I mean, that whether the ftory will admit of it or 
no, yet the compofers of tragedy, like their brethren the comic poets, love to wreft 
and warp the fentiments, which arife from it, to the circumftances of the prefent 
times; they make frequent allufions to the minifters of ftate, and the meafures pur- 
fued by their countrymen. They place every thing in a fubordinate light to this 
arrogant republic: the {trongeft ties of decency and intereft can preferve no govern- 
ment in Greece from thefe invidious comparifons; and her fifter-city Lacedemon 
‘with’ their common enemy the Perfian are equally expofed to this abufe. . Indeed it 
ought not to be wondered at, fince an indifferent poet may recommend himfelf by 
this artifice to an Athenian audience; and the excellent Euriprpes, from a fatal error 
in fo effential a patticular, has more than once been forced to yield #0 a cringing 
competitor. In a word, Hypaspzs, they are fo zealous in doing juftice to their 
national merit, that they take fometimes to themfelves what was hardly intended by 
the writer; and are fo fond of the leaft incenfe,. which is offered to their vanity, that 


they receive with eagernefs the grateful tribute, and applaud not fo much. the good 
“Senfe, as the flattery of the poet. 


From Athens. . c:. 
L. ED Teeie 
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HypDaAsPes to CLEANDER. From Sufa. 


URING your ftay at Sufa fome years ago, you muft have feen NEHEMIAH the 
king’s cup-bearer. Though it did not fall in your way to make an acquaint- 

ance with him, or to hear any account of him, that might engage your attention, 
yet I will venture to affirm, if you khew as much of him as 1 do, you would give 
him.a very honourable place both in your efteem and your affections. He is by 
nation a Jew, and the fon of one Hacwatran, who, notwithftanding the encourage- 
ment fhewn to that province by our monarch and his predeceffors, chofe rather to 
dwell in Sufa, than with his countrymen in the land inhabited by their anceftors. It 
was by means of the old man’s continual refidence in this city, and the humility of 
his deportment, that his fon was raifed by degrees to a confiderable office near the 
king’s perfon, and enjoyed a large fhare of the royal favour. The queen’s intereft, 
joined to Newemian’s, after a faithful attendance at court, procured him a commif- 
fion of great importance to the diftreffed people of Judza, which invefted him with 
a power of rebuilding the walls of Jerufalem, fetthing the citizens in tranquillity, 
reftoring their commerce, regulating the abufes, that had crept into the cuftoms 
enjoined them by their law; in fhort, of making them fatisfactory amends for a 
long and harraffing captivity. Thus the indolence of the father, though complained 
of by his country, proved of real fervice to it, as it opened a way to the activity of 
the fon to exert itfelf in re-eftablifhing the fingular and boafted policy of the Jews. 


So true is it, that OromMaspzs works. by methods unknown to men, to ends as un- 
forefeen by them.. 


For many years Nenemran was looked’ upon as a crafty and finifhed courtier, 
much attached to the interefts of his nation, and as thofe, who hated him, faid, not. 
alittle to his own. For the gracious ARTaxerxes heaped on him great wealth, 
which was pretended to have been either illegally extorted by the fale of offices in: 
his gift, or to have been cunningly procured from the king by every abject art of 
flattery and diffimulation. I, who knew him better, always faw him in an amiable 
light, but till lately never faw him in a ftriking one. Since his laft return. from 
Paleftine, L have had frequent converfations with him, and find on examining inta 
the ftate and hiftory of the Jews, that I have hitherto received imperfect information 
concerning them; and notwithftanding the more perfect information I have now 
received, I confefs, CiEANDER, my delicacy is fcarce reconciled to them, either 
prejudice or common fenfe fticks fo.clofe to.me. 


NezuemiauH is bufy in foliciting a renewal of the powers formerly granted to him, 
which are juft expired. During his government he adminiftred juftice with fidelity, 
and fupported the authority of his mafter with unufual magnificence. He lived 
among his people twelve years, and executed all or even more than could be ex- 
pected from. the moft dextrous.. Animated by his prefence they fortified and rebuilt 


Jerufalem, 


TO ET ERNEST os aS Oa MER ARS MRE SUN SM | 
: ina ; 


aa : ea ee lll ifln a's (eae. Ost Whee 


200 ATRHEN BAN VIAETTEERS 


Jerufalem, infomuch that it vies with Sardis in grandeur; and to defend themfelves 
from the incurfions of their enemies, while they carried on the works, held their 
iwords in one hand, and their trowels in the other. His table was open every day 
to an hundred and fifty chiefs among the Jews, and hofpitably admitted {trangers, 
who came from all’ parts to be witnefles of the thriving condition of his province. 
Whoever appeared in the city of any figure, was invited to the governor’s houfe, 
received with courtefy, and entertained with liberality. . There were conftantly pro- 
vided in his kitchen one ox and fix choice fheep, and he treated his guefts with the 
various wines of the Eaft, and the coan of the Greeks. Thefe expences he bore out 
of his own revenues, not only without laying any new tax on Judza, but without 
accepting the regular income, by which thofe, who had gone before him in that 
office, were fupported, This fhews the fpirit and temper of the man. The bounty 
of the king had enriched him; and he, from a fenfe of gratitude to his prince, and 
a love to his country, is well pleafed with beftowing thofe riches to the honour, and 
in the fervice of both. 


The Jews (a nation the moft flubbornly bigotted to themfelves) tell you, that 
when they were profperous and independent, their conftitution was founded on the 
narrow-minded fcheme of feparation from the converfe of their neighbours, and a 
total exclufion from the arts and manners of other countries. They {peak in the 
higheft terms of their lawgiver, who was either an infpired prophet, a defigning 
knave, or a warm-headed enthufiaft; and being reputed the fon of a king of figypt’s 
daughter, though defcended..from a Jew, was educated in the fchools of Egyptian 
learning and legiflation. Pretending to be fupernaturally affifted, he refeued his 
fellows in a moft unexampled manner from a ftate of intolerable flavery under the 
tyrant SaLatis. He conducted them by very painful marches into the land where 
they fettled, and laid out the plan of a commonwealth for them, which is of a 
novel and peculiar caft. After his death they engaged in feveral unfuccefsful wars, 
and were at laft reduced to an ignominious bondage in Babylon, where they fub- 
mitted to the meaneft employments. The mercy of Cyrus releafed them, Xerxes 
confirmed them in their privileges, and many of them followed his arms into Greece. 
Much however was wanting to compleat their reftoration, when NEnEMran in that 
genius of ancient policy, which has long left the world, put himfelf at the head of 
large numbers returning into their country, redreffied their grievances, emulated the 
fame of their firft leader, and gained glory to himfelf, and {trength to his people. 


Believe me, O Crzanper, the man mutt be a€tuated by a great foul, who, for the 
fake of a perverfe nation, can defpife the pleafures of retirement, the fplendors ‘of 
a court, and the fmiles of his prince, to encounter the violence of the rafh and the 
caution of the timorous, the whifpers of the envious and the clamours of the fac- 
tious, the abfurdities of the weak.and the opinions of the wife, in the capacity of a 
reforming ftatefinan. 

C. 


LETTER 


ATHENIAN LETTERS. 201 


i Ete te Ree xX ARIX: 


CLEANDER to MEGaByzus. From Athens: 


FTER the high compliments thou payeft to my’ tafte, in diftinguifhing the 
particular excellence of every piece I have fent, and approving them all, it is 
by no means neceffary to make fuch another to my difinteréftednefs, and to infiit 
upon my laying out every Daric thou haft remitted, without entering into a detail 
of the prices. But fuch, I have obferved, is the nature ofthe elegant arts, that a 
certain noblenefs of fpirit is’ infeparable’ from whoever cultivates them with fuccefs, 
or admires them with judgment. Pericizs, whofe tafte governed that of all Greece, 
was moft magnificent in this kindof expence; farther indeed than his fortune would 
allow, efpecially as he was too much a fervant of the public to attend with exact- 
nefs to his private affairs. Though, upon his death, this appeared to the whole 
city to be the cafe, itis but very lately, that the younger Prricies has been pre- 
vailed onto break that admirable collection, which his father: had: taught him to 
regardas the moft valuable’ part of his inheritance. Here is an opportunity to do 
juftice to thy commiffion; and I cannot but congratulate thefe favourite works of art, 
amongft which I have often walked with fo much pleafure, that they only quit the 
gallery of Perrcies to’be‘more worthily placed in the’ palace of Mecasyzus. 


The difpute about AcHILLzs’s armour was painted by * Parruastus for the prize 
at Samos, which he loft to Timanrues. ‘The judges, it is agreed, by their decifion 
did not intend to determine the merit of the pieces fo much, as to mortify his ex- 
ceflive vanity; but were difappointed, and he left their tribunal with this reflection, 
«that it was Ajax’s conftant ill fortune to fee an unworthy rival preferred.” © In 
this + compofition thou wilt obferve nothing hard or glaring; the outline of the 
figures vanifhes as it were into the ground; and every object leffens and grows in- 
diftin& in proportion to its diftance. {The ftrong light upon the principal groupe 
of the two heroes with the ‘armour lying between them, catches the eye immediately, 
and goes off by degrees upon the lefs confiderable parts. What an amazing effect 
of art is this, compared with the performances of the old matters! The utmoft 
effort of § Eumarus was to diftinguifh the fex by the fhape of his figures; Arpicrs 


* Parruasio nemo infolentius & arrogantius ufus eft gloria artis—ergo magnis fuffragijs fuperatus a 
"Timanrue Sami, in Ayace armorumque judicio. Herois nomine fe molefte ferre dicebat, quod 
iterum ab indigno victus effet. Pxiw, lib. 35. §. 36. 


+ Confeffione artificium in lineis extremis palmam adeptus.—Extrema corporum facere, & definentis 
picture modum includere, rarum in fucceffu artis invenitur; ambire enim debet fe extremitas ipfa & 
fic definere, ut promittat alia poft fe. Ibid. 

t Ne colorum claritas oculorum aciem offenderet, veluti per lapidem fpecularem intuentibus e 
longinque ; & eadem res nimis floridis coloribus autteritatem occulte daret. Ibid. 

§ Qui primus in pi€tura marem foeminamque difcrevit, Eumanum—& CrMonEM Cleonzum: Hic 
catagrapha invenit, hoc eft obliquas imagines, & varie formare vultus, refpicientes, fufpicientefque, & 
defpicientes. Ibid. 34. ARpicgs Corinthius quos pingeret, adfcribere inftitutum. Ibid. ¢. 
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of Corinth found no better a way than to write under them; and Cimon firft varied! 
that fingle upright attitude in ufe till his time. - While they found fuch difficulty to 
reprefent nature, it was not to be expected they fhould improve it; and not yet 
maiters of defign, they could not turn their thoughts upon the artifices of colour- 


ing. But there is a curiofity in thefe rude effays; and the fpecimen I fend, will lead 
thee through the whole progrefs of the art. 


The like degrees of improvement may be obferved in the fuite of ftatues from 
Diporenus and ANTHERMUS to Purptas and Potycretus. The Hermz, which 1 
take to. be the firft attempts, are very imperfect; they are only a head. upon a fquare 
block of ftone: but the fucceeding ages have confidered this form as fomething 
facred, and the greateft men are ftill thus reprefented. When they advanced as far 
as whole figures, they merely copied what.they had feen. in AXgypt. Compare the 
Caftor and Pollux of Dieoznus with the Ofiris and Orus; the legs joined together, 
the arms ftuck clofe to the fides, and. the drapery growing as it were to the body, 
prove them of the fame family. But the Greeks will not allow this original of 
{culpture, which robs their Da@patvus of the invention. ‘Fhe accounts of this hero 
(for fo he is ftiled) are like all of his age, obfcured with fable; yet in many parts 
of Greece, if we may believe a conftant tradition, works of his are ftill to be feen. 
* One of thefe in the fame grofs manner of carving thou wilt find in this collection; 
it is.a {mall ebony figure of one of the attendants of Baccuus, and performs of itfelf 
thofe antick. tumblings.ufed in.the proceffions of the gods. ‘This is done by quick- 
filver in the cavity of the image; a contrivance, which an old author exprefsly 
afcribes to Dazpaus, and which may account for the greateft miracles related of his 
art. | 


Among thefe f ancient rarities I would place the large earthen vafes from Magna 
Grecia;, the paintings on them are as much above the grotefque A®gyptian tafte, as 
they are below. the Greek correétnefs. Of the fame rank are the Etrufcan ftatues and 
bas reliefs, which have all of them fome infcription in the old language of their 
country, long fince obfolete. 


{ The moft beautiful proportions, collected from a number of the choiceft fub- 
jects, difpofed in the moft graceful attitudes the mafter’s idea could frame, and 
finifhed with the moft fcrupulous care, compofe what Potycierus calls his canon, 
his pattern of fymmetry. He has given us alfo a treatife under the fame title, 
wherein he lays down and illuftrates the principles he went upon in his work. It is 
the roll I have put into the hand of the figure. 


6 biximaG @. KapadiSarnarcs onols Thy Aatdaroy xtveyeyny @oticas thy Evawny “Agpodtrnr, 
s > é) . - . 
eyneavta Apyup xuToy. Ariftot..de Anima.—Somewhat like the Japonnefe Puppet, fhewn at Mar- 
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+ Still found in the kingdom of Naples and in Tufcany. 
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Inftead of the noblenefs and grace, which we admire in Potycietus, * Stipax 
of Cyprus prefents you with a view of common nature. His fubject is a favourite 
flave of Pzricues, broiling fteaks over a fire, which he blows with his mouth. But 
the droll pictures of + Pyreicus are perfect inthis way; his markets and_barbers- 
fhops are the very things themfelves. No poetical imagination, no divine airs, no 
elegant draperies, but {uch countenances, fuch habits, fuch accidents, as one daily 
fees among the common people. His landfcape is agreeable to his figures; for 
cafcades, and temples, and porticos, he varies his fcene with a pond, a hovel, or a 
mill. But there is fuch a truth of defign, and fuch an amazing force of colouring, 
that he divides the fuffrages of the curious with Zzuxrs himfelf. {The portraits of 
this mafter are no lefs efteemed: he expreffes the whole man in fuch a manner, that 
the phyfiognomifts have formed their judgments from his draughts with the fame 
fuccefs as from the life itfeif. 


Theresis a delicacy and brightnefs in enamel, that takes every eye. We owe this 
invention to the genius of § Potycnorus; and thou wilt perceive, to what perfec- 
tion he has brought it, by the groupe of Trojan ladies, which he copied from a large 
hiftory of his own in the Paecile. The celebrated Expinice, whom the common 
talk of Athens makes the painter’s miftrefs, fat for the principal figure |. 


The filver { vafes and paterae.are of Mentor; the brazen lamps and helmets of 
Calamis and Mys. ‘There is fomething fo grand in the general fhape of thefe, the 
bas reliefs are fo juftly defigned, the foliage is fo loofe and tender, and every orna- 
ment fo advantageoufly difpofed, that one would wonder to fee fo much tafte and 
diligence thus employed. But fuch furniture is in the higheft requeft here, and the 
molt trifling utenfil muft be the work of a good hand. ** The head emboffed upon 
the golden fhield is that of a Carthaginian general, who commanded in Sicily, done 
by his countryman Boeruus; fo magnificent alfo are thefe proud merchants. It was 
a prefent to Prices from the Syracufian, who took it in battle. 


The laft and moft confiderable acceffion to this collection was owing to the grati-~ 
tude of Purpias. When he was dying in prifon, he bequeathed to his beloved 
patron the citron cabinet in the form of a Doric temple: in this were depofited all 
the ftudies for his great works, and whatever of the fame kind he had got together 


* Sripax Cyprius uno celebratur figno, Splanchnopte ; Perici1s Olympij vernula hic fuit, exta 
torrens, ignem oris pleni fpiritu accendens. Pur. lib. 34. §. 19. 


+ Pyreicus arte paucis poftferendus—humilia fecutus, humilitas fummam adeptus eft gloriam ; 
tonftrinas futrinafque pinxit & afellos & obfonia ac fimilia—in tjs confammate voluptatis ; quippe ex 
pluris veniére, quam maxime multorum. Pun. lib. 35. §. 37. Like RempranpT and TENIERS. 


{ This is told of Apzties by Puiny, lib. 35. §. 36. but is more likely to be true of fuch a 
painter as PyREICUS. 

§ Encaultice pitture extitére Poryenoti. Ibid. 39. 

|| PLuvarcnu in Crmong. 

q Like.the vafes and ornaments of Ponypore and Jut1o Romano. 

** Pooni ex auro factitavére & clypeos & imagines, fecumque in caftra tulére. Faciem reddi in fcuto 
cujufque, qui fuerit ufus illo, Prin. lib. 35. §. 4. 


Dd2 of 


2 PGS bee! Se a PRN ie Say We Ce 


‘ 


® 
Ra SI BE ae OO: 


204 ATHAENTAN" EE W Tim RS. 


of other mafters. *Here is the model of his Minerva, with the contrivance for 
taking off the gold ufed in the ornaments ; which, when he was accufed, he offered 
to do before the aflembly, and proved by the weight he had not embezzled it. As 


all the public buildings were under his direction, the defigns of architecture are in 


va{t quantities; they will thoroughly acquaint thee with thofe ftately fabrics; and on 
thy fofa at Sufa thou mayft furvey at leifure the. magnificence of Athens. + The 
fketch of the battle of Marathon is by Panawus; the painting from it fills the 
principal compartments in the Poecile.. The heads of the generals are very flightly 
marked in the defign; in the picture the Greck captains were drawn - from the.life. 
From whence Panznus had his ideas of our commanders, I’know not; but thy 
uncle ARTAPHERNES, who is drawing a bow at the head of the Parthian horfe, has 
very much thy air. It is for that circumftance I mention this defign. It would be 
endlefs to point out the beauties that fill this cabinet; for not an artift of reputation; 
but paid his court to the favourite of Pzricues by fome fpecimen. of his fkill. I 
muft confefs, I have more pleafure in turning over thefe unfinifhed fketches, than 
in viewing the more laboured pieces. ‘The fire, that is ftruck out at the firft thought, 
is often loft in the progrefs of the work; and the genuine character of the matter 
appears in the drawing, which in the picture muft in fome degree be facrificed ‘to the 
tafte of the public. With how few touches do they give the ftrongeft expreffions? 
And what a readinefs of conception muft have produced that freedom of ftroke? 


Upon the report of my having purchafed this colle€tion, which T am fuppofed to 
do by commiffion from my brother Hirpras for fome Jonian lords, [ Zeuxrs paid 
mea vifit, and offered me with great politenefs fome of his moft capital defigns. I 
would have made him a fuitable return; but he affured me, it had been long his 
practice not to accept of any. Socrates too, the young philofopher, whom I have 
often mentioned in. my letters to Servis, has obliged me with the models of his 
three graces, which are among the chief ornaments of the Acropolis§. He faid at 
the fame time with a fmile, “* You fee, my friend, 1 began by ftudying the outfide 
“JOL man. ; 


Whea Purptas was removed from the fuperintendance of the public works, fe- 
veral of the moft eminent mafters»came hither from: all parts of Greece, in hopes of 
fucceeding him, But men’s minds were at that time fo inflamed by the two parties 
contending for the management of the ftate, that what tended to the fplendour and 
ornament of it was. entirely neglected; and the war, which broke out foon after, has 
been carried on. at fuch an expence, as to engrofs the whole revenue. The defigns 
begun in the late adminiftration are {uN fufpended; and the. marble imported by: 


ip) 


Pericies from Paros and, Lefbos, lies half wrought.in, many parts.of the city.. , One 


* PLuTARCH in PERICLE. 


+ Panznus—prelium apud Marathona factum pinxit ;—in eo prelio Ionicos duces. pinxiffe traditur,. 
Athenienfium Minriapem, &c, Barbarorum Darim, ARTAPHERNEM. PLIN. lib.°35. § 34. 
t Zeuxrs donare opera fua inftituit, quod ea nullo fatis digno prétio permutari poffe diceret. 


Le p 
Ibid. 36. 


§, Charyites in Propyleo Athcnienfium non poftferuntur, quas Socrates fecit, Pui: lib. 36. §. 4. 
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of thefe difappointed artifts, * TrrepHanes of Phocis, applied to me for a recom- 
mendation to my Ionian correfpondents; and brought with him the model of a 
ftatue of the heroine Larrssa, which he had made for the city of that name in 
Theffaly. It pleafed me fo much, that I engaged him immediately. Indeed I 
fhould think thy commiffion imperfectly executed, did I not accompany the col- 
leétion with a perfon qualified to range and have the care of it. He has given in 
a defign for a repofitory, which, with the little alterations to be made upon the 
{pot, may bé erected either in thy gardens at Sufa, or in the midft of that delicious, 
grove, which makes thee fo fond of the fuburb of Ecbatana. As I found him ex- 
tremely mortified at the neglect fhewn him here, I difcovered to him my real inten~ 
tion of fending him into Perfia. He received it with great fatisfaction, and thanked 
his good fortune, which took him from a country, where the ftorms of oppofite fac- 
tions fpared not even the genius of a Pxrpras, to place him in thofe happy climates, 
where thou prefideft, and fuffereft no cloud of envy or detraction to intervene be- 
tween the chearing beams of royal favour, and the virtue that deferves them. 


Wi 


EY eer Pee Reese: 
CLEANDER to Hypvaspes.. From. Athens. 


.HILEMON returned home the other evening in a very peevifh humour from 
fome debate in the affembly, which it feems had been carried on with a pecu- 

liar. vehemence. ‘ I have long thought it, faid he, a fignal inftance of the decay 
«© of oratory in our public councils, that fpeaking to the purpofe is laid now a-days 
« intirely out of the notion of eloquence. The young men, inftead of informing 
«© themfelves in the merits of the queftion, are pleafed with premeditated witticifins, 
< convinced by fubtle fallacies, and fuffer themfelves to be led away by the force of 
«© inveétives, rather than the weight of argument. ‘The old ones are foolifh enough 
“ to encourage them in this fatal way of thinking; are artful enough to perluade 
‘© them, that they embrace patriotifm in adhering to a faction; are mean enough to 
«; flatter thefe boys of premature judgments and no experience; and are wicked 
« enough to fpoil the whole rifing generation, for the fake of thofe fordid views, 
« which intereft a part only of the prefent. You know young Neocres, defcended 
« from THEMisTocLes, the moft celebrated admiral in Greece. - He entertained us 
« to day with a fpeech, compofed of what—wilt thou believe me! of a wire-drawn 
« fimile. He played the image before us in a thoufand fhapes. To fay nothing of 
« its being remote from the matter in hand, it was imagined with no delicacy, and 
« expreffed with no fpirit.” “ I know him well, anfwered I, and could name many. 


* Miris laudibus celebrant & Telephanem Phoceum, ignotum alias, quoniam in Theffalia habitave- 
rit, ubilatuerint opera ejus; alioqut equatur Porycreto, Myroni, Pyruacor#®. Laudant 
ejus Larifflam,—Alii non hanc ignobilitatis fuifle caufam, fed quoniam fe regum Xurxis & Darr offi- 
cinis dediderit, exiftimant.. Pun. lib, 34. §. 10. 


others,, 
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others; who refemble him in this idle turn, and yet by no means equal him in the reft 
of his charaéter. The laft time I accompanied you to the aflembly, the Mitylenian 
decree came on, a determination of the laft importance to the commonwealth and 
her allies. Do not you recolle&t, how the forward Epanerus attempted to anfwer 
the wife and elaborate oration of Dioporus with equal petulance and ignerance ; for 
he fpoke neither fenfibly nor grammatically. The fame youth in Pzricves’s time 
opened and revived a point of infinite perplexity and obfcurity, which could never 
be decided by our moft intelligent legiflators, relating to fome privilege claimed 
mutually by the fenate and the people; and the difpute therefore for many years had 
been wifely laid afleep. His fpeech was filled, not with precedents furnifhed him by 
the Thefmothete, but with perfonal reflections dictated by Cuzonw ; for which the 
fame Cieon publicly commended him in the moft fulfome {train of adulation, and 
compared him to the greateft of the Athenian heroes. On that occafion I was 
charmed with the behaviour of Pzerrcizs, who, according to his cuftom, refuming 
all the arguments, that had been dropt in the debate, thought it right at the fame 
time to exprefs his contempt for thefe levities, and with exquifite art and decency 
began to the following effect: ‘© That he could be as well pleafed as any of the ci- 
 tizensin Athens, that the young men fhould be remarkable for the fame fpirit of 
¢ liberty, which had diftinguifhed their anceftors; but fhould be better pleafed, if 
“« they added to it the fagacity and prudence, which might enable them to difcern 
“« the nice and intricate nature of queftions of right between the fenate and the 
<< people.” Purrostratus, the nephew of the trierarch, your acquaintance, and 
DituyramBus, the fon of the Areopagite, arein the fame party with thofe I have 
juft mentioned to you, and both of them are late initiates. Pairosrratus has parts 
and Jearning ; but by taking a wrong turn in the management of popular bufineds, as 
yet he has never made a confiderable figure. He chufes the warm and declamatory, 
not the cool and rational way of fpeaking; and profeffes to enter into no fubject, as 
he expreffes it, except when he is raifed by it, or, as a plain man would fay, ina 
downright paffion. DirayramBus does not aim at the improvements of knowledge, 
and has received from nature a fhattered underftanding. In one refpect he 1s more 
modeft than Pairosrratus, as he declares himfelf concerned for his violence of 
temper; and in another refpect as unhappy, becaufe he never attempts to correét it. 
How loft is the condition of that ftate, which is governed by the frivolous or the 
vicious, the partial or the mad! ‘* But, continued PHILEMon, can you wonder, that 
thofe, who have not paffed the exercifes of their childhood with even tolerable in- 
duftry or fuccefs, fhould, when they become a few years older, appear to no advan- 
tage in the public eye? Can you wonder, that they, who have not fo much as re- 
ceived a fuperficial tincture of the {ciences, but who have been educated either in 
an indolence which enervates their faculties, or an activity which debafes them, 
fhould turn out bad counfellors and bad men? It is not to be wondered at; it is the 
natural and the neceffary confequence of the vice or inattention, that has infected 
their minds early; and they have no one to upbraid for it, but themfelves and their 
inftructors, I wifh, added he, the old laws, which enjoin an accurate infpection 
into the lives and qualifications of the orators, were maintained in their full force. 
We fhould then be free from thefe gnats ‘and wafps of the community, that exert 
their ftings fretfully and wantonly, without contributing in any fort to the general 
good.” “After all, interpofed J, the worft of the matter is, that the evil fo hea- 
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vily complained of is not confined to the faction of Crzon and Toimipes; it ex- 
tends even to our beft citizens, when the power 1s vefted in their hands. For this 
cunning, which is generally practifed by the oppofers of the majority and its lea- 
ders, produces the craft of minifterial influence and corruption.” And, faid an 
Athenian in the room with us, who till this moment had been filent, in fuch cafes 
what is to be done? Virtue is an unequal combatant for vice. ‘The arts of the one 
are flow and dilatory ; thofe of the other more ready and expeditious: the one are 
not accommodated to the generality of mankind; the other fall in with every com- 
plexion, and veiled in certain plaufible appearances will operate on the infirmities of 
the wifeft. If the men you have been blaming apply themfelves to the vanity or 
ambition of their neighbours, wifdonfPwill teach you, as it were in felf-defence, to 
lay hold of their other foibles, to feed their avarice, and gratify the imaginary wants 
of luxury.” Farewel then, exclaimed I, to every generous and worthy principle! 
Farewel to every enlarged and uniform plan of policy! Indeed melancholy is the 
profpe&t, when the ftrength of minifters confifts not in the fuperiority of their own 
fenfe, but the weaknefs of others; when the countenance of public virtue fickens 
with the pale caft of fraud and diffimulation; when all the notions of integrity, fo 
natural to the untainted hearts of youth, are induftrioufly damped by thefe veterans 
in political iniquity, and crufhed in the very fhell. Such being the arts of govern- 
ment, and fuch the dangers, to which it is expofed, I afk no other favour of the 
gods, than that they would never place me on that pinnacle of greatnefs, from 
whence I may behold this fcene of guilt and folly ; much lefs where I may be in- 
ftrumental in the’encouragement of either.” . - 


C. 


Tore, Shee ero een Gl: 
CLEANDER to Gospryas. From Athens.. 


LIERE have been feveral reports current in the city concerning the fleet, which. 

as I mentioned in former letters, was fent by the Peloponnefian allies. to the 
relief of Mitylene. It is now certain, that after having been difperfed by a ftorm: 
near Crete, they regained the coaft of Peloponnefus, and were joined near Cyllene: 
by fixteen gallies under the command of Brasipas the Spartan, an officer of rifing: 
reputation. When they had received this reinforcement, they purfued their courfe, 
as it is fuppofed, for Corcyra, to take advantage of the diforders which have lately 
arifen there. The Athenians have lately received difpatches from their ambaffadors 
in that ifland, wrote during the height of the fedition, which gave fome account of 
the rife and motives of it. Thou mayft remember, noble {cribe, that feveral naval. 
battles were fought between that ftate and Corinth, whilft the quarrel lafted, which 
preceded this war. The Corinthians fent home their prifoners without ranfom; and 
they, as a return of gratitude, ufed their utmoft endeavours to prevail with their 
fellow citizens to break the alliance with Athens, and join the Peloponnefian army.. 
Being ftrongly oppofed in this unjuft attempt by Pyrutas, prefident of the set: 
. they; 
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they accufed him of confpiring to deliver up the town to the Athenians; but when 
the caufe came to:a trial, they were unable to prove their charge, and condemned to 
pay a large fine. ‘This ill fuccefs fo exafperated the accufers, that they raifed a 
tumult, and at the head of a faction, which oppofed the Athenian -intereft, entered 
the fenate by violence, and maffacred above fixty fenators of that party, and Pyrutas 
amongft them. The feditious afterwards aflembled the people, and maintained, that 
what they had done was necefiary to preferve the. independence,and liberty. of the 
ifland. ‘The Athenians, upon the receipt of thefe difpatches, fent orders to Nicos- 
rraTus, admiral of their fquadron at Naupactus, to fail directly to Corcyra, and 
fupport the democracy. They are likewife preparing to equip a larger fquadron 
for the fame fervice, if the encreafe of the turjult fhould make it neceflary. They 
‘ are the more concerned at this fedition, becaufe the naval force of Corcyra renders 
that ifland a very ufeful ally: its.fleet at the beginning of the war was reckoned 
equal to that of any of the Grecian ftates, except Athens. 


I doubt not, that Cratiepus has informed thee of the proceedings againft the 
unfortunate Plataeans, fince that affair.falls more naturally within his province than 
mine. I fhall, however, lay a brief narrative of it before thee. The commander 
of the fiege obferving, that the inhabitants of Plataza were reduced to great extremi- 
ties, {ummoned them to. furrender on condition, that no punifhment fhould be in- 
ficted upon them, till their. caufe had been tried and determined according to the 
rules of juftice. In purfuance of the capitulation, twenty-five commiffioners were 
fent from Lacedemon, who, without laying any crime to the charge of the Platzeans, 
put this fingle queftion to every one of them, ‘“‘ Have you done any fervice to our 
“© ftate during the war?” The Platzans, fenfible of the tendency of this ftrange 
examination, reprefented in the moft pathetic terms, the fervices which their city 
had done to Greece in the Perfian invafion, and the honors which had been decreed 
them for their public fpirit; to-which they added, that they had not embraced the 
Athenian alliance, till the Lacedemonians had deferted them. They accufed the 
‘Thebans of being the fource of their misfortunes, by attempting to furprize their 
city in the midft of peace. The Theban ambaffadors in an inflammatory harangue 
reproached the Platzans with having forfaken Thebes, their mother city, to fight 
under the banners of the Athenians, whom they called the tyrants of Greece. They 
faid, the merits of their anceftors, inftead of being a plea in their favour, were an 
additicn to their crimes, fince they had degenerated from their virtues. That the 
Thebans, far from attempting to take Plataea in an hoftile manner (as had been re- 7 
prefented) were introduced by fome of its wealthieft and worthieft citizens, with 
no other views than to affift their countrymen in fhaking off an unnatural alliance. 


The Lacedemonian commiffioners, who had private orders to facrifice Platea to 
the refentment of the Thebans, perfifted in demanding a reply to the queftion pro- 
pofed; and as it was anfwered in the negative by every one of the captive Pla- 
tzans, they were all put to death without mercy, to the number of two hundred. 
When the news of this legal and barbarous- at arrived here, the Athenians, to ex- 
prefs their juft fenfe of the fidelity and refolution of the Plataeans, gave the freedom 
of the city, and a privilege of being elected into. offices, to the furvivors and their 

children. 
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children. The names ‘of thefe new citizens were en 


gtaved on acolumn, and fet up 
in the citadel near the temple of Minzrva. ; 


An accident lately happened to me, which had almoft difcovered my real bufi- 
nefs at Athens, and laid me at the mercy of the refentful multitude. One CHREMES, 
a merchant of Chios, who deals in wines, was ta 


aken up by order of the Prytanes, 
on fufpicion of managing a correfpondence with Thebes and Sparta. Several papers 


relating chiefly to the condition of the Athenian docks, arfenals, and navy, were 
found in the wine veflels and other’ places of concealment in his houfe, which were 
examined in the fenate, and a report afterwards made to the people of the difcovery. 
Among thefe papers was a letter from Cratippus, which’ Curemes had not an op- 
portunity of putting into my hands before he was feized. A great clamour was 
raifed immediately over the city againft me. The merchant was examined, but de- 
clared he had very little acquaintance with me, and not much more with Cratippus, 
whom he had feen at Rhodes, and knew nothing of the contents of the letter. I was 
fummoned. however to attend the tribunal of the Archon Polemarch (who has a 
jurifdiction over ftrangers) and found one ‘of the ten orators appointed by the ftate 
to plead public caufes, prepared with an indi&tment againtt me, importing, that I 
had violated the laws of hofpitality, and wickedly made ufe of my abode at Athens 
to keep up a.correfpondence prejudicial. to the republic. When I came to make 
my defence, I alledged, that there was nothing appeared from the letter, which could 
any ways render me obnoxious to the ftate. ‘That far from having correfponded 
with CraTippus, it appeared from the letter itfelf, that I had not anfwered one 


which he had wrote tome. That the paflage, wherein he mentioned the coincidence 


of our employments, referred only to the colleétions of curious ftatues and pictures, which 


we both made in our travels. That the reft of the letter was nothing but news of 
‘an indifferent nature, which there was no law to prevent one friend from communi- 
cating to another. Several of my Athenian friends did me the honour to teftify, 
that my behaviour during above four years. refidence in the city had been very fair 
and unblameable; and that neither from my acquaintance, converfation, or actions, 
I had given the leaft fufpicion of carrying on any practices againft the ftate. By 
this. means I got rid of a troublefome ‘affair, which I‘have reafon to believe was 
fomented by Cieon, to revengehimfelf upon me for a fatire again{t him, in which 
he fufpected I was concerned... The piece which gave him this fingular offence, was, 
compofed one night at Crinias’s, at a fympofium, where Aristopuanes the comic 
poet and myfelf were prefent. “When fupper was over, being heated with wine, and 
enlivened by the gaiety of the converfation, we went out in a body, crowned with 
garlands, and, with torches in our hands, and fune the farcaftical Iambics under 
Cieon’s windows. But it happens always in a divided ftate, that when any perfon 
is oppofed by one fide, the party, in whofe caufe he fuffers, take him into their 
protection; for CLEoN’s refentment againtt me excited the zeal of his enemies to 
reprefent the profecution as croundlefs and malicious. 


The. feafon is very unhealthy here, for’ the ereat rains, which fell laft winter, hav- 
ing ftagnated in the low and. marfhy grounds ‘about the city, are corrupted by the 
violent heats of the fummer, and the air is greatly infected. Hippocrates appre- 
Ahends another plague. Should that dreadful calamity break out again, I fhall beg 
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leave (if the king has no. occafion for my fervice in any other part of Greece) to 
make a fhort vifit to my family at Ephefus. 


Noble fcribe, I live in daily expectation of thy letters, which will not be lefs ac- 
ceptable to me, than the chearing rays of Miruras are to the bofom of the hard 
earth, which has felt the feverity of the winter’s frofts. Adieu. 


RP: 


LETTER  XCH. 
ORSAMES to CLEANDER. From Memphis. 


I HAVE always thought, Crzanper, thatone of the principal ends of travelling: 
was to know the laws and policies of other countries; and that many wife and 
excellent things might be learnt from the ufages and inftitutions of foreign nations, 
which were wanting in our own. In the appointment of laws for the well-ordering 
of mankind, a regard has been every where had to certain unchangeable principles 
in the nature of things, which previous to any human laws inferred an univerfal 
obligation upon all rational creatures. But it was the depravity of mankind, that 
made the authority of the human law-giver neceflary, and caufed the fanétion of 
civil punifhments to be fuperadded to the primary obligation, which our natural 
fene of right and wrong inculcated upon us. And’ without this provifion the ends 
of our entering into fociety could not be anfwered; for though the things, that are 
naturally good or evil, feem obvious to the common reafon of all men, yet the bulk 
of human race would not in all inftances be capable of difcerning them. And unlefs 
fuch things, as are obligatory in their own nature, were further enjoined by human 
Jaws, many would be ignorant of their obligation to them; and many, who know 
what they fhould do, would neverthelefs, to excufe themfelves, pretend 1enorance,. 
For which reafon I applaud the wifdom of our own legiflature * in punifhing ingrati- 
tude, a kind of immorality the moft odious in its nature, however it happens to 
have efcaped the cenfure of the laws in other countries. It may indeed be faid, in- 
gratitude is not of the fame nature with thofe crimes, which do open violence to the 
rights of mankind, and tend direétly to deftroy the being of fociety. Yet I thall 
always believe, what I was early taught to maintain in the fchools of Perfia, that the 
wretch who is capable of ingratitude, has broke loofe from every tie, that engages 
us to our friends, our parents, or our country. 


In fpeaking of the AZgyptian laws, the confideration of which has led mé to this. 
fubject, there are two or three, that I fhall firft mention, which are eftablifhed upon: 
{ure and unerring principles of reafon and truth; and the fanétion of which feems 
to be. prefcribed or limited according to the moral differences of things. + The 
firft is, “ that whoever kills another wilfully, whether the perfon he kills be a bond- 
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“* flave or a free man, fhall fuffer death.” For the malignity of this crime confifts 
in the injuftice of the action, and the malice and cruelty of the perfon who com- 
‘mits it; and however the quality of the fuffering party may differ, the malice, cru- | 
elty, and injuftice of the aftion is ftill the fame. For the further fecurity of the in- 
nocent again{t the indireét attempts and fecret villainy of mifchievous and defigning 
men, it is by law appointed, « that falfe accufers fhall fuffer the fame punifhment, il 
““ which the falfly accufed were to have undergone, had they been conviéted of the van 
“ offence.” A plain principle of natural juftice, that the innocent fhould not fufer : 
with the guilty, prefcribes to them another of their laws, ‘ that women with child, 
** who have incurred the penalty of death, fhall not be executed till they are deli- 
“< vered;” a rule of juftice, which ought certainly to be received in every ftate, and 
followed by every tribunal, as it has already been received in Greece, and particu- 
larly, as Iam informed, by the folemn council of Areopagus. I more wonder, that 
this principle of natural juftice thould ever have been violated in the laws of any 
country, than that it is.adhered to fo ftrictly in this. *I have often thoucht, 
CLeanbeR, that cuftom in Perfia, which for the perfidy and treafon of one perfon 
dooms his whole family, with all the innocent branches of it, to utter extirpation, a 
moft unjuft appointment, and cruelty to the higheft excefs. Pardon me, my friend, 
this freedom of cenfuring the laws of that ftate, to which I am attached by every 
folemn tye, and to whofe laws I {hall always pay the ftriteft obedience. The wretch, 
who betrays his allegiance to his prince, without doubr deferves the fevereft tortures. 
But why muft the innocent and the guilty be involved in the fame punifhment ? I] 
fear the natural injuftice of fuch a fentence can hardly be palliated upon the reafon 
commonly alledged, that the punifhment is enhanced to the guilty by being extended 
to all who are fo unfortunate as to be allied to him, Iam ftrongly fenfible of the 
horrid nature of this crime, and am perfuaded men ought to be deterred by the fe- 
vereft examples from attempting it. Yet I cannot underftand, why thofe, who are 
no fharers in the guilt, fhould fuffer more than they do in the punifhment of the 
guilty perfon, for that, which is of itfelf the greateft calamity to any family to hap- 
pen init. A whole kindred in this cafe is deftroyed at random; and fome perhaps 
among them, who, if {fpared, might from the awe of fo near an example, as well 
as the goodnefs of their own nature, have diftinguifhed themfelyes more ficnally 
for their loyalty to their fovereign, than the criminal perfon had done for his perfidy 
and treafon. If the punifhment of the criminal is thought likely to raife refentment 
from the family, and put them, who are left, upon meditating revenge; yet will 
not men naturally be more defperate, when without any regard had to their own in- 
nocence they are deftined to fuffer for another’s offence? I have reafoned with great 
freedom upon the matter; but the few inftances we have of this law’s being executed 
in its full rigour, fince the unhappy fate of + Inrapuernss inthe reign of Darius, 
warrants me to believe, that it has appeared juft and equitable to the lenity of our 
mighty monarchs to mitigate the feverity of it. { Alike fevere in its kind is ano- 
ther law we have againft deferters. But if the infii@ion of feverity is never the 
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date, inter quas diritate’exuperant late contra ingratos & defertores. Abominande aliz, per quas ob 
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principal end of punithments,. and a regard ought to be had in them as well to the: 
reformation of the offender, where that may be, as to the putting a reftraint upon: 
other men; I fhould think the cafe of deferters. better provided for by the laws of 
HEgypt than by thofe of Perfia. For amongft other excellent rules of military difci- 
pline,. it was appointed by Sgsosrris, ‘that foldiers, who mutinied or fled from 
« their colours, though not: punifhed with death, fhould be degraded from their 
« poft, and ftigmatized in the moft public manner with all poflible marks of cif- 
« race, and yet be permitted to refume again their military character, if they wiped. 
«off that difgrace afterwards by fome brave and valorous action.” By this he in- 
tended, that difhonour and infamy fhould be'looked upon as the greateft evils, and. 
more grievous than death itfelf. He confidered alfo, that thofe, who were put to- 
death, could never be further ferviceable to their country; but fuch as were degraded: 
only, might, for the fhame they had incurred through their paft mifconduct, and 
from a delire to recover theirreputation, exert themfelves with redoubled vigour, and® 
be the more ufeful for the time to come. ‘Thefe are inftances, CreanpeErR, of fuch: 
laws, as have a moral fitnefs in their own nature; and the form and fanétion of each: 
feems to be prefcribed or limited from the nature of the thing itfelf. But with re- 
gard to laws in general, it muft be obferved, that though they are all founded upon: 
one natural principle of virtue being rewardable and vice punifhable, yet the parti- 
cular kind of fanction is not always fo clearly pointed out from the nature of the 
thing itfelf, but left to the difcretion of the lawgiver to appoint. And therefore, 
though the offence in itfelf be naturally punifhable, the pofitive part of the law,. 
which determines the punifhment, however wifely defigned, may not: be univerfally 
binding. If then the laws of this country in fome in{ftances appear fingular, we are 
to confider, how well they anfwer the thing propofed; they may not be lefs wife, 
becaufe in thofe circumftances, which are arbitrary and pofitive,. they differ from our 
own. It is the inftitution of this country to punith: perjury with-death: the punifh-- 
ment is indeed arbitrary; but if we refleét. upon the heinoufnedls of the crime, that: 
it is the moft daring impiety againft the gods,. and a violation of the ftrongeft bands. 


of faith amongft men,, we thall. have lefs reafon. to think. it difproportionate to the: 
offence. 


The laws of nature feem in general to require,. that He, who hath unjuftly taken: 
away the life of another, fhould himfelf be put to death. But when this heinous 
crime is attended with other aggravating circumftances; ‘when the offender hath vio-- 
lated the ftriéteft ties of blood,. befides the common: ties of. nature, efpecially if he 
has taken away the life of thofe,. who were the authors of life. to him; all nattons are: 
agreed to punifh fuch execrable impiety.not only with death, but with the moft lin- 
gering kinds. of it, and the fevereft. tortures they could’ invent... For it has always: 
been efteemed the wickedeft aét that men could be guilty of,. to take away the lives: 
of them, from whom they received their own. But when a cafe happens the re- 
verfe of this, “that a parent thall deftroy its offspring,” it is: furely an horrid and: 
unnatural aé, and equally unjuft as the other. For although the parent be the in--. 
ftrument of giving life to its child, yet have they no better right.to: take that life 
away than the child has to take away the life‘of its parent. But it has been thought, 
that the violating that natural awe and veneration, which is due from the child to: 
the parent, aggravates the heinoufnefs of the act in the former inftance, which does 


not 
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aot in the latter; and that regard fhould be had to this difference in determining, Lh 
the punifhment. And upon this the Aégyptian law feems to be founded relating to 
fuch parents, and is indeed a pretty remarkable one, ‘* That parents, who killed their 
“ children, fhould not die themfelves, but be forced for three days and nights toge- 
« ther to. hug them continually in their arms, and have a guard all the while over 
« them.to.fee they did it.” This was doubtlefs thought a punifhment, which would 
be attended with the deepeft forrow and compunction. ‘The inexpreflible horror and 
remorfe that the wretch muft feel upon the occafion, it was thought, would be as 
effe&tual to deter men from the unnatural aét, as even death itfelf. By the law of 
this country “if any upon the road faw a man likely to be killed, and did not refcue 
«¢ him, being able, he was to die for it; and if he were not able-to defend him, yet 

he was bound to difcover the ruffians, and to profecute them in a due courfe of 
law: If he neglected this, he was to be fcourged with a certain number of ftripes, 
and to be kept without food for three days together.” The fan¢tions of this law 
are arbitrary and pofitive; but the law goes upon a fuppofition in the firft inftance, 
that he, who being able, did not defend the affaulted perfon from. violence, was ac- 
ceflary to the violence committed upon him; and the neglect punifhable in the 
fecond, is his.not. having done all he might in order to difcover the ruffians, and 
bring them to juftice. Yet it muft be owned, the penalties in this Jaw are exceed- 
ing ftrict, and.would, I fear, be in many inftances unjuft.. A like pofitive fanction 
belongs to thefe other laws, “ That fuch as revealed the fecrets of the army to'the 
<< enemy were to have their tongues cut out. That they who coined falfe and adul- 
“ terated money, or contrived falfe weights or counterfeited feals, and fcriveners 
« who forged. deeds, or razed public records, or produced any forged contracts, 
© were to have both their hands cut off.” Which. all go upon this notion, that 
every one ought to fuffer in the part wherewith he had offended, in fuch a manner 
as not to be repaired during life.” And foin the cafe of adultery, the woman was 
to lofé her nofe, that. fhe might be punifhed. in. that part where her. c 
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Now as there-are fome things, which being not of abfolute and univerfal obliga- 
tion,, are neverthelefs fit and convenient in certain inftances,, and fome, which as the: 
exigencies of human affairs require, are neceffary to be provided. for only at parti- 
cular times.and in particular places; the laws relating to thefe things are not of a 
mixt nature,. but merely pofitive both as to the matter and form. By-a law of this: 
fort all the Agyptians are enjoined to give in their names in writing to the governors. 
of the provinces, fhewing how and by what means they got their livelihood. “ He,, 
s ‘who gave a falfe account in fuch a cafe, or if it. appeared he lived by robbery, or: 
“ any other unjuft means, was to die.” This certainly was well calculated to pro- 
mote honeft induftry, and prevent public mifchiefs and diforders in:the ftate. But: 
there is one concerning theft of a moft extraordinary fort,. which: I will mention un- 
der this head. It may feem indeed to countenance iniquity ;. but was intended for: 
the benefit and redrefs of the plundered,, when the other laws. were found ineffectual 
to put a ftop abfolutely to that. evil, which A-gypt from the nature of the country: 
hath always been expofed to. For the flime and mud,. which are brought by the: 
waters in the annual inundation,. fettling in different parts. of the Nile,.and the lakes,, 
which are caufed. from time to time by. its. averflowing the country,, make thofe: 
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little iflands of rufhes, which have always given concealment to thefe bands of rob- 
bers, that infeft the country. As it was thought impoffible therefore to put a itop 
‘to this evil entirely, a law appoints, “ That thofe who enter into thefe infamous 
“* companies, fhall give in their names to one, who is their chicf, and whatever 
“* they fteal fhall engage to bring to him. They, who have been robbed, are to 
“* fet down in writing every particular, exprefling the day, and hour, and place, 
** when and where they loft their goods, and apply to this receiver, who, though 
“‘ well Known, is connived at by the ftate; and after a valuation made of the ftolen 
“* goods, the true owner is to pay a fourth part of the value, and to receive them 


“€ again.” 


But for fear of being tedious, I will enlarge no farther on this fubje&t; nor fhall 
Y take upon me to defend the laft inftitution, as I can never think it prudent or ad- 
vileable to give a licence to evils, in order to reftrain them. But the Algyptian 
laws muft be allowed upon the whole to be wife and equitable, and worthy of com- 
mendation. * And that thefe laws may upon no occafion be evaded by the collufion 
of the parties charged with the execution of them, extraordinary care is taken to 
fill the courts of juftice with perfons of the moft approved integrity and unblemifhed 
character. The prophet or high prieft of ASgypt is always prefident in the tribunal 
of juftice, or over the thirty, who are appointed for the hearing of all caufes. In 
judiciary proceedings the plaintiff exhibits his complaint in writing, diftinatly and 
particularly fetting forth wherein he was injured, and ‘after what manner, and the 
value of the damage {fuftained. The defendant on the other fide, having had a copy 
of his adverfary’s libel, anfwers in writing to every particular, either by denying, or 
juftifying, or pleading fomething in mitigation of damages. The plaintiff replies 
in writing, and the defendant rejoins. After the litigants have thus exhibited their 
libels twice, it belongs to the thirty judges to confider among themfelyes what 
fentence they fhall pronounce. Then the prophet turns the effigies of truth towards 
the party, who carries his caufe. The judges ufed to receive a certain falary from 
the king, which is ftill continued to them by the favour of our mighty monarch out 
of the revenues of AZgypt: and he may juftly be regarded as the guardian of their 
laws, who fuffers them to enjoy their own Judicatures in all caufes, except where 
the rights of his natural fubjects are concerned. T The priefts fay, that their an- 
cient Mnrvis or Menges was the firft who inftituted written laws; and that his laws 
are preferved among the other facred treafures of wifdom, that have been delivered 
down to them from the great Mercury, his affociate and counfellor. The reft 
have -at different times been received into the Hermaic books, and the higheft ho- 
nour thereby paid to the authors of them. SESOSTRIS is generally reputed the 
founder of all thofe that relate to military difcipline. The Theban Boccuoris is 
juftly famed for his wife and excellent laws concerning contraéts and debts, and for 
the preventing of exceffive ufury. He forbids imprifonment for debt, Judging it un- 
reafonable, that the perfons of men fhould lie at the mercy of inexorable creditors, 
or be confined to gratify the covetoufnefs or refentment of private people, when they 
might be of ufe to the public fervice. Many of the A‘gyptian laws have been 
eopied by the fages of Greece, who all reforted hither as to the fountain-head_ of 
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knowledge and wifdom; and this rule in particular, I am informed, is followed in 
the Athenian laws of Soton. The kings of Egypt from the times of SESOSTRIS, 
after the prodigious increafe of their power and greatnefs, became impatient of con- 
troul; and the {trict laws, which the wife founders of the ‘Egyptian polity * had ap- 


pointed for the regulation of their conduét in every inftance both of public and pri- 


vate life, were now grown obfolete and forgot, till Boccnorts t¢ endeavoured to re- 
vive the ancient difcipline, and inforce by his own example thofe excellent rules, 
which were calculated for the mutual happinefs both of the prince and people. But 
the invafion, that happened in his reign, too foon overturned his laudable defiens. 
The law which enjoins, that the Agyptians fhall give in their names to the go- 
vernors of the provinces, fhewing by what means they got their livelihood, and that: 
yearly, was enacted by Amasis. Daatus the father of Xerxes is held in much ve-. 
neration here, and his name is inrolled among thofe of their beft princes and greateft 
benefactors. He confirmed the body of their old laws, and added new ones to it. 
He thewed great indulgence to the Avgyptian prieits,, to make them amends for the 
impiety of his predeceflor Camayszs in the profanation of their religious rites. He 
was initiated into their myfteries, and refided for fome time in the colleges of Helio- 
polis and Memphis. Whilft living, they efteemed him as a god; and when dead, 
the people allowed him all thofe ancient honours, which were cuftomary to be per- 
formed to the former kings of Agypt after their deaths. 


I have refided in this country much longer than I intended at my firft fettine 
out from Perfia; but after I had taken fome pains to furvey the famous monumente 
of the Upper Aigypt, and the lafting remains of thefe once powerful kingdoms, I 
was willing to make fome enquiry into their hiftory, their laws, and their ancient 
learning. And when I found my curiofity would detain me in thefe parts, I took 
the opportunity of being inftructed in thofe liberal feiences, which. are the boafted 
inventions of /Egypt, and are no where taught to greater advantage. But now 
having thrice feen, the inundation of the Nile, I begin to think, though with re- 
luétance,. of leaving the country. But before 1 fet forward for Pelufium, I intend a 
fhort excurfion to the Pyramids, with the famous Heropotus, and. fome other 
Grecian ftrangers, who are lately. arrived, at Memphis,. Adieu. 
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Hieppias to CLEANDER. 


FIND myfelf in fuch a debating humour, that you muft indulge me, brother, 

in arguing upon fome other particulars of your converfation ‘with the Athenian, 
than thofe to which I have already fpoken. The two advantages of monarchy, 
which you mentioned, deferve to be infifted on more copioufly, viz. The opportu- 
nities of munificence, which are lodged in the hands of a great king, and the awe of 
this abfolute power. Nor had your friend fo much caufe.to triumph im the force and 
clearnefs of his reafoning. 


The wifeft ‘legiflators in all republics have eftablifhed their laws by the fanction of 
rewards and punifhments; becaufe the expectation of the one, or apprehenfion of 
the other, is apt to operate moft ftrongly on the human mind. But it often happens 
in governments of ‘the popular form, that thefe fanctions are weakned. Envy occa- 
fions a neglect of merit, and defeats it of thofe honours to which it has an equitable 
claim, while.many reftraints on the iniquity of the powerful are taken off by their 
‘influence on the body of the people. And thus the intention of the legiflator, who 
firft formed the commonwealth, is gradually forgot after his death, or openly per- 
verted by his fucceffors. On the contrary, in monarchical ftates there is the fame per- 
petual. legiflator, becaufe a king (unlike the temporary legiflators, who prefide in 
democracies, whofe interefts muft vary according to the different circumftances of the 
times) will always find himfelf in the fame fituation and interefts with thofe who 
have gone before him. He may be a faithful guardian of the laws and thefe fanc- 
‘tions: and a prudent prince will maintain them in their full vigour; he will not 
fuffer them to be wrefted to the low purpofes of jealoufy and malice, or to ftrengthen 
the hands of a faction. Difdainine to act like the inconfiftent multitude in the de- 
mocracy of Athens, he will countenance the deferving with his pewer, and encou- 
rage them by his bounty, while the defigning are unable to evade his penetration, 
or fly from the rigour of his juftice. In commonwealths the recompence at any 
time beftowed on the good citizen is mean and inconfiderable, and rather gratifies 
the vanity, than advances. the intereft of the man. But in monarchies the rewards 
given to a faithful fubjeét are fuch, as call for his attention and regard. ‘The prof- 
pect of them will incite him to endure toil, and the poffeflion of them -will animate 
‘him to face danger and death in the fervice of his country. Is a crown of fading oak 
leaves to be compared with the gift of an extended domain? Is the moft elegant col- 
‘ation which the Prytaneum of Athens can afford, equal in value to the wealth, 
dignity, and titles, which the fovereign of Afia may heap on thofe, whom he vouch- 
fafes to favour? Thefe rewards he may not only impart to the man, whofe merit 
more immediately demanded them, but even fuffer them to continue in his family, 
and be tranfmitted to his remoteft pofterity. This fpirit of liberality hath prevailed 
very eminently in the kings of Perfia. Cyrus, when he had fubdued the world, and 
fettled his empire in fecurity, inriched and agegrandized the attendants on his fortune 
beyond 
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beyond their moft fanguine expectations; and no one ever exceeded X2nxzs in the i 
princely generofity of his temper. Do you think, when he feated himfelf on the top 
of the mountain Aégaleos, that he might furvey the battle of Salamis; do you think, 
I fay, when he wrote down the name and country of every man who behaved well 
in the fleet, that he had not an intention to diftinguifh the valour of his officers and 
the dexterity of his failors, with fome tokens of the royal efteem? He fteadily pre- 
ferved his intention. He recompenfed the fincere, though unfuccefsful endeavours WN 
of his fervants; and many in Perfia at this day enjoy the effets of his muni- vA 
ficence. Re 


But you will fay, that I have hitherto in the tenor of my argument fuppofed a 
king perfect in the arts of policy, and in all the regal qualifications. Methinks I 
hear you telling me, that I have taken it for granted, that every prince is a philo- | 
fopher; whereas nothing is more true than the reverfe of it, becaufe providence has 
not made them fuperior to others in their natural endowments, and their acquired 
ones are feldom fo good. Permit me, brother, to anfwer, that I mean chiefly to 
confine my obfervations to Perfia; and however this remark may be verified in many 
countries, I am free from all apprehenfions, left the throne of Cyrus fhould be filled 
with a Campystss for the future, the wildeft and moft uncultivated mortal, who hath 
dared in any period of time to be ambitious. Thou knoweft, that the excellent 
Artaxerxes has eftablifhed a noble method of education for thofe, who are to fuc- 
ceed to the empire. The young heir is committed to the management of four per- 
fons, who are very remarkable in the kingdom on account of their wifdom and 
their virtue. The firft is ordered to inftruct him in the principles of Magianifm and 
the Perfian government; the fecond muft enure him to a love of juftice and truth; 
the third is to teach him the maftery over himfelf and his paffions; and the laft en- 
deavours to fortify his breaft with courage and refolution. Under an abfolute prince 
thus inftituted, what fignifies the power of doing harm, when the will fhall be want- 
ing? What happinefs may we not reafonably hope for and promife to ourfelves, 
under a long race of wife and equitable kings ? Such will be indeed the living images 
of the deity, the faithful difpenfers of his bounty. Reflect only, how much more 
confiftent it is with the general welfare of fociety, that a prudent man fhould be 
placed at the head of it, than that a lawlefs and giddy multitude fhould be entrufted 
with the government. Isit not better they fhould enjoy freedom and fecurity through 
the means of fuch monarchs, than that the reins of power fhould be held by them- 
felves, which will now be unfeafonably ftraitened, and now wantonly relaxed in their 
hands? Do you not find this peculiarly the cafe in Athens? Is not their punifhment 
of the beft in the city, on obferving the Jeaft error in a courfe of the wifeft conduct, 
a flagrant inftance of the one; and is not their giving into the foolifh politics and 
abfurd propofitions of the worft, a ridiculous inftance of the other? 


Let us, I befeech you, bring the comparifon between monarchies and democracies 
(till nearer. The former is allowed on all hands to poffefs the greateft advantages, 
when it is neceffary to make a vigorous and fudden effort of power. A monarch 
may conceal the fecret of his defigns from the knowledge of his enemies; he may 
deliberate with coolnefs, and act with fpirit; he may attend folely to the reafon and 
policy of his meafures, without being mifled by the falfe gloffes of his counfellors, 

BY without 


——— : es ne EEE EI OE ATS. EE RO Ee ee 


218 AVE EON PaaS Par Be RS: 


without being heated by an orator’s addrefs to his paffions. In republics the cafe is 
far different; they are flow in refolving, much flower in performing; the fame fe- 
crecy cannot be preferved, nor the fame uniform meatures purfued ; the voice of 
reafon is loft in the noife of eloquence, and reality 1s bafely difouifed by plaufibility, 
A good monarch is’ fenfible, that his own welfare is united with the welfare of his 
people; he knows the fecurity of his crown depends on their affection ; he will not 
therefore indulge his minifters in any felfifh views and inclinations, which may injure 
the profperity of himfelf and his kingdom. In popular ftates little interefts and 
private competitions too frequently enter into the public councils: each man- aims 
at power, riches, and the ruin of his enemies, under the mafk of zeal for his country ; 
and the true intereft of the many is facrificed through their own blindnefs to that of 
the few. What various opportunities of encouraging the liberal arts, improving the 
finances, and extending the commerce of his empire, are in the difpofal of a. mo- 
narch? But the minifters, who prefide in democracies, have no leifure to regard thefe 
important particulars; they are obliged to negleét no expedient, however wretched 
or deteltable, in order to maintain themfelves in authority. This is their chief bu: 
finefs, and the worthy employment of their adminiftration. How little then ought 
we to admire thofe governments, where the {pirit of faéion is miftaken for the fpirit 
of freedom; and that, which conftitutes the real happinefs and grandeur of a nation, 
is furrendered, not for the fake of liberty, but licentioufnefs, which is always accom- 
panied with fedition, and muft naturally end in deftruction? 


A wife king will refpeé& the advice of a wife council; at the fame time he will 
“be a check over their condu&, and prevent them from caballing together to the 
opprefiion of their inferiors, or quarrelling with one another to the diforder and con- 
fufion of the ftate. ‘To fpeak plainly, he will convey to his people the advantages 
of ariftocracy,, without the inconveniencies which may fometimes attend it. 


Let it.be granted there is one-dangerous circumftance in monarchy, I mean, that 
its corruption is ¢yranny; but let it be remembered, there is one much more danger- 
ous in.a republic, I mean, that not only its corruption is anarchy, (which every one 
mutt allow,) but that it is equally expofed to tyranny. For if tyranny confiits in 
the power and the will to.inflict ftripes, and flavery in the neceffity to receive them 
when inflicted; then the many may tyrannize over the few, the ftronger may cruth 
the weaker, in democracies. In this laft cafe the tyranny will be much more open 
and effectual than in the firft, becaufe a fingle tyrant will be afraid, left he fhould 
enflame the refentment of his people; but a majority of tyrants will be reftrained 
by no fuch prudential confideration. Under monarchical governments, if the fubjects 
find themfelves opprefied by their king, defpair will “furnith them with arms; they 
will join in the common caufe, and dethrone him, who has proftituted the dignity: 
of his office, and forfeited the allegiance of his people. They will then place a 
worthier in his ftead; nor need they in the mean time be afraid of invafions from 
without, fince no one would dare to attack a nation united within. But in popular 
{tates the few, and confequently the weaker, after feveral unfuccefsful ftrugeles, will 
perceive they are unable to redrefs their grievances: they will therefore afk the 
affiftance of foreigners; fooner than be in bondage to their fellow citizens, they will 

court 
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court the yoke of a ftranger, and fubmit their country and themfelves to the mercy 
of a conqueror. 


In an evening conference at Olympia on this fubject you declared, “ no fimple 
form of government could be free from inconveniencies : that one mixed out of 
the three {pecies would fecure to mankind the benefits, and correct the difadvan- 
tages arifing from each of them.” And you told me, that you had once intimated 
thefe fentiments in a‘letterto Gosryas.” What that great ftatefman might think 
upon the {cheme, you could not inform me; for he wifely and like a {tatefman » 
concealed it. But art thou not of opinion, my Creanper, that a frame of govern- 
ment fo excellently contrived is rather to be commended in theory, than eftablifhed 
in practice, and may take place in the heads of philofophers, but not in focieties of 
men: It would be as difficult to fettle the nice boundaries between liberty and pre- 
rogative, -as to adjuft the exact limits begween vice and virtue. The prefervation of 
fach a tender and delicate conftitution muft depend on that, which would at certain 
times be unfteady and unequal, namely, the wifdom of the governors in not extend- 
ing the powers of either too far. The fituation of thefe with refpect to each other 
would refemble that of two princes, whofe territories are contiguous. If the one 
advances his forces to the frontiers of the other, he gives a juft and well grounded 
alarm to his neighbour. In fhort, to fuppofe fuch a mixture either probable or 
poffible, and that it will ever be admitted and maintained in a nation, 1s to fuppote 
mankind a different order of beings from what they are; or that the gracious ORo- 
maspes will one day or other throw a much larger fhare of reafon into the feale of 
human nature, than is now laid in the balance, and fuffer it to weigh down the 
paffions. 


ee 
«ec 
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ce 
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CLEANDER to HYDASPES. 


Ie Ey arte eee (of whom I fpoke fo much to thee in my laft *) is faid to 
have diftinguifhed himfelf in the three battles of Marathon, Salamis, and 
Plataea. In the fecond of thefe engagements his younger brother AMyNriAs com- 
manded a fquadron of fhips, and had the firft prize decreed him after the victory. 
It was to the reputation of this man, that A‘scayLus owed his life. Having been 
accufed for fome bold ftrokes of impiety in one of his tragedies, the Areopagites 
were juft ready to pronounce fentence. AAMYNIAS ftepped up to the judges in that 
inftant, pulled his arm from under his garment, and fhewed it in the face of the 
court without a hand, that having been loft, as he declared, in the fervice of his 
country. The merit of the foldier gained the immediate acquittal of the poet ; 
and A®scuyLus was afhamed,of being pardoned, not for his own virtue, but the 
valour of his brother. A few years after he refented highly the affront, which had 
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been put on him by the judges of the theatre, in permitting Sopxoc.es, who had 
been formerly his fcholar, to carry away the palm in tragedy, at the feftival, which 
celebrated the recovery of Tuxseus’s bones. Cimon gave his fanction to this deter- 
mination; and A¢scuyxus retired from Athens, after his defeat, to Gela in Sicily; 
where he arrived, while king Hrero was building the city Atna. He addreffed 
himfelf to his new patrons in a play, which bore the name of that town, and was 
employed in prophetically defcribing the future commerce, wealth, and erandeur of 
the place. As he was walking one day in the fields to refrefh himfelf in the air after 
the fatigue of a rehearfal, an eagle with a tortoife in its claws accidentally flew over 
his head, and (as the Sicilians relate it) foaring high with her prey, and wanting 
fome ftone whereon to break it, 'miftook Aéscuy.tus’s bald crown for a flint, and 
threw it down upon him in fuch a manner as dafhed out his brains. ‘THEMISTOCLES 
had fuch a regard to his performances, that after the death of A’scuHyzus, he con- 
tracted with Purynicuus for the reprefentation of feveral.of them. 


In the mean time SopHocies improved his credit over all Greece. He was held 
in efteem not only as a tragic writer, but as a counfellor; and the higheft offices in 
the ftate were fometimes conferred upon him. I have heard him fpeak of his ex- 
pedition to Samos in joint commiffion with Pericies; but that great general faid of 
him, that in his military capacity (whatever he might be in his poetical) he had 
more perfonal bravery than conduct. Puitemon has a good ftory of his being one 
day in company with them in the forum, while they continued together in office, 
and were talking carelefsly on matters of indifference; an handfome virgin pafs’d by 
them in the middle of the conference. SopHoctes took notice of her beauty, and 
Pericies reproved him faying, “ a magiftrate fhould obferve continence with his 
“< eyes as well as his hands.” Though he is far advanced in years, he continues ta 
apply himfelf to his profeffion with an unwearied application. I was myfelf prefent 
at a very extraordinary trial, not many months ago, in which he was concerned 
before the court of Areopagus. The fons of SopHoctzs defired the guardianfhip 
of their father’s eftate, as of one, who was grown delirious, and confequently no 
longer able to manage his affairs. The old gentleman fpoke in his own defence 
with a peculiar vivacity and ftrength of underftanding. As foon as he had clofed 
his oration, which fell from him with an uncommon flow of natural eloquence and 
grace of pronunciation, he begged leave to read a tragedy, which he had juft 
finifhed, and would fpeedily offer to the public. It was entitled Oxzpipus at Co- 
lonos, and was defigned to do honour to his native town. He recited it, and then 
defired to know, with fome warmth of temper and quicknefs of expreffion, whether 
that piece was the work of a madman or a fool. ‘The judges applauded his wit, 
difmiffed him with the higheft marks of honour, and attually declared his fons 
madmen for accufing him, 


Euripipes, another great mafter in the dramatic art, and the rival of AiscuHy.us 
and SopHoc.es, was brought up by his father to exercifes of ftreneth and activity, 
and defigned for nothing more than a wreftler in the Olympic games. His incli-~ 
nations lay another way, and he proved a conftant difciple of Anaxacoras in 
philofophy, and of Propicus in rhetoric. . Since that he has turned his thoughts to 
the writing of tragedies, and has.one happinefs, which men of parts are generally 

} 6 itrangers 
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ftrangers to, that of being as remarkable for his induftry as his genius. During the 
laft Athenza I was prefent at his Bellerophon, wherein he hath introduced a wicked 
man ferioufly preferring lucre to honefty in a train of ftudied arguments. “Though 
for my own part I was {truck with an averfion to the character and the fentiments, 
yet I could not think it right to pafs fentence on the poet, till the cataftrophe of 
the piece. “The impatient audience however were rifing up with a kind of Baccha-. 
nalian fury, to demolifh both the play and the actor. Euripipss came on, and 
bowed, as if defirous to fpeak. His requeft was granted, and he told us, “ he 
«* could not help obferving, with a fecret tranfport, the virtue and integrity of that 
creat aflembly; and fhould always endeavour to follow in his particular capacity 
«‘ the national example.” He added, “ that if they would wait quietly to the end 
‘<< of the tragedy, they would find he had not failed in expreffing his abhorrence 
‘“¢ for iniquity, fince the patron of covetoufnefs would there meet with the punifh- 
«ment he deferved.” Socrates frequents no plays, but thofe of Eurrpipes. I 
faw him in a corner of the theatre on this occafion; and while the foliloquy was 
reciting, his face feemed compofed into a fettled deteftation of the odious panegyric ; 
but his features afterwards lighted up again, and he was greatly fatisfied with the 
fpirit and behaviour of his friend Evarprpzs. Arcurntaus king of Macedon. had 
heard fo much of this great poet, that he fent him an invitation to his kingdom. 
In converfation he told Eurrpipes, “ he fhould be very proud, if he would compofe 
‘“¢ a tragedy in honour of his character.” To which the other replied with great 
politenefs, ‘* Pray heaven, your majefty may never be the fubje&t of a tragedy!” A 
courtier laughed at him one day for the ftinking of his breath; ‘“* If my breath 
«© ftinks, replied he, it is becaufe fo many honelt fecrets have rotted within me.” 


ce 


The general opinion of the Athenians on the excellencies of thefe three competitors 
feems founded in an exact and impartial review of them. A%scuyxus 1s thought to 
want neither fpirit nor fublimity, but is cenfured as bombaft and inflated. Sopuo- 
cies has united the perfections of art to the graces of nature, and has a jufter degree 

of elevation than his mafter, with more delicacy and fweetnefs. Euripipes is 

rather fond of elegance and tendernefs, than ftrength and grandeur; and has.a fine 
way of interfperfing the reflections of morality, -without flattening the dialogue, or: 
relaxing the attention of his audience from the main. action. 


Comedy had the fame rife with tragedy; and though Susagion and EpicHarmus 
are faid to have been the firft inventors of it, yet Eupotis and Crartinus pretend to. 
a fhare in the merit.. The former was feventeen years of age, when he entered on 
the theatre, and raifed his credit by abufing both Cimon. and Prricrtes; but the 
latter honoured Cimon,. who was at that time the head of the nobility, The hber- 
tinifm, of comedy is very freely indulged by the impudent poet ArisToPHANES; and. 
I dare fay,, his fcandalous. licentioufnels will at laft convince the Athenians of the- 
neceffity of fome law to reftrain it. It may be faid however in favour of tragedy and: 
comedy, that each; of thefe writings have their refpective ufe. The fate of tyranny 


and anarchy are laid open in the one, and the abfurdities and follies of private life 
dre ridiculed in the other.. 


I find-- . 


222 A TORE EN Tide No PAE ERS, 

I find it a queftion, Hypaspes, difputed among the critics of Greece, in which 
of thefe it is hardeft to excel; at’ the fame time it is univerfally acknowledged, that 
the tragic and comic excellencies are fo different, that no man-can ever be fuperior 
in both. Wilt thou indulge me, while I give thee a reafon or two on the fide of 
comedy? ‘The firft and moft natural, which occurs, is, that it 1s eafier to raife our 
attention by good fenfe, than to excite our laughter by wit. The plot of tragedy is 
already wrought to our hands by the ‘hiftorian ; «the plot of comedy is derived from 


‘the fancy of the poet, ‘The former is converfant in the grave paffions of public life, 


{uch as avarice, ambition, and fometimes an heroic love. Thefe are eafily painted, 
becaufe great charaéters are expofed to the obfervation of all men. ‘The latter 
chiefly interferes with the workings of the mind in private life, and the little family- 
intrigues and inconfiftencies, which occupy fo confiderable a fhare of mankind. 
Thefe are painted with difficulty, becaufe to gain a thorough knowledge of them 
requires a very intimate and extenfive acquaintance with the-world. Our behaviour 
in public muft depend on fome virtues and vices, which, though differently blended 
in different conftitutions, are always the fame, and have determined ideas annexed 
to them. ‘Our behaviour in private will depend on the ficklenefs of our temper, 
our levities and humours, which can never be defined, and are not only various in 
various perfons, but are hourly jarring and unfettled in the fame perfon. ‘Thefe 
levities are the chief ingredients in the compofition of comedy, as well as they are 
in that of mankind; and fo flutter between vice and virtue, that they are hard to 
be caught and defcribed. Tragedy is now carried to a degree of perfection; which 
leaves me no expectation from pofterity: but comedy, as by far the moft difficult, 
will admit of much alteration and improvement. In fhort then, to hit off the paf- 
fions of comedy with nature and propriety, to bring them home to every man’s own 
bufinefs and bofom, is a tafk referved for fome genius in a future age, fince I affure 


thee, no one of the prefent is equal to it. 


From Athens. Or 
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GopryaAs to CLEANDER. From Ecbatana. 


HE. account, which thy laft letters brought of the furrender of Mitylene, and 

the punifhment inflicted on its inhabitants, afforded us a {trong picture of the 
temper and politics of the Athenians. And by enlivening thy narrative of facts 
with reflections on the motives of their condu€t, and intermixing particulars of their 
debates and forms of proceeding, thou continueft to recommend thy diligence and 
addre{s to the fupreme council. I believe I have already informed thee, that thy 
difpatches are conftantly regiftered in the archives of the empire; and.if they are 
preferved with that care, of which the regular feries of our records from the reign 
of Cyrus is a proof, they will tranfmit to lateft ages the memory of a very able 
and faithful minifter. The king, during the courfe of his glorious reign, has fhewn 


his grateful fenfe of his fervants merits, by rewarding them with thofe treafures, 
which 
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which under former ones have been lavifhed away on the flattering, the fervile, and 
the corrupted dependants on courts; and thy next remittances from ‘Vrrizazus will 
fhew thee, that thy allowance is confiderably augmented. The courier, whom 
Nicanper fent to Sparta for further inftructions, is at laft returned; the anfwer he 
has brought to our propofals, is drawn up with the true Laconic ftatelinefs and 


brevity. * 


The King, Senate, and Ephori of Sparta to ARTAXERXES, King of 
Perfia, health. 


W E, feek thy alliance not unwillingly.;. but.can do nothing to obtain it, which: 
will difhonour our country in the eyes.of. Greece. Farewel. 


I treated the agent Nicanper with great referve on this: occafion;,and only ex- 
prefied my furprize, that his republic could think it equitable, that the whole hazard 
and expence of affifting them fhould lie on our fide, whilft they, were tied down to 
no particular ftipulations in favour of Perfia. In the courfe. of the conference I 
found he endeavoured to difcover, if we were inclined to affift his ftate with. a fum 
of money, on condition it fhould be repaid with intereft in four years. But I told 
him plainly (as. I was ordered) that IL looked upon our negociation as entirely at an 
end; and that it was indifferent to the king, whether he continued here or. departed. 
T have not feen Nicanper fince this converfation, but I do not hear, he defigns 
yet to leave us. I agree entirely, CLEANDER, with thy opinion, that ’tis ill fuccefs 
alone, which muft lengthen the monofyllables. of Lacedemon. From the intel- 
ligence, which thou fenteft me concerning Pyruon, | took hold of. an. opportunity 
he gave me of entering into fome difcourfe with him. He made an application to 
me in behalf of a correfpondent of his, an Athenian merchant refiding at Sidon,. 
who had been imprifoned by the governor for refufing to fubmit to an extraordinary 
tax, which had: been laid on all foreign commodities. 1 affured him, it had been 
levied without the lealt authority from hence; and that the king would difclaim the 
proceeding of his governor, by fending him, immediate orders, not only. to releafe 
the merchant, and repair the damages he had fuftained, but to repeal the impofition. 
I hinted however to Pyruon, that it» was incorvenient. for the Athenians, not to 
have an.ambaffador here to complain of fuch violences, whenever they. happened, 
and to take care of the interefts of the republic at this critical juncture, when they 
could not be ignorant, that the Lacedemonians fhewed;a difpofition to cultivate an 
alliance with us to their prejudice., PyrHon, appeared. very attentive to my difcourie, 
and told me, that he would not fail to inform his correfpondent of the relief he had 
obtained from the king’s juftice’, and.that,he did. not doubs, it, would give great. 


fatfsfaction at Athens. 


When thy laft letters were read before the council.of Seven, they renewed a divi- 
° ° > + ? J 

fion,. which has for fome time prevailed amongtft them, and fpread generally through 

? | é P p 23) i r too} ot 
the empire, viz. whether. Perfia fhould immediately take part in the Peloponnefian 
war. Some are eager to revenge on one part of the Greeks that difgrace, which they 
faffered from the whole body of them at Salamis and Plata. Others think the 
empire 
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empire not fufficiently recovered from thofe deep wounds, and are willing to. take 
time for confidering, which part of the Greeks it will be our intereft to fupport. 
The younger counfellors and the military men declare for the firft opinion ; and as 
they have formed an high idea of the Spartan bravery, incline to their intereft. The 
wifeft and moft:experienced fatraps, and even thofe among our officers, who have 
grown old in the fervice, advife us to puriue the latter fcheme. The worft is, that 
he, whom both his abilities and integrity render the fitteft to direct our councils, I 
mean Mrcasyzus, declines more and more in his health; the confumptive ftate of 
bedy, under which he has laboured for two years, grows daily upon him, No air 
fuits him but that of the foreft of Nifa; and I believe he will be unable to attend 
the court in their removal to Sufa. 


I know not, if thou haft yet been acquainted with the remarkable events, which 
have fallen out within the compafs of a few months in the northern provinces. Se- 
veral complaints having been fent up againft Arrazus, the governor of Sogdiana, 
he was ordered to repair to court forthwith to juftify his conduct. Initead of com- 
plying, he pretended at firft, that ficknefs prevented his taking fo long a journey; 
but that he hoped, the reply he made in writing to the accufations of his enemies 
would be a fufficient apology for his behaviour. His defence was found to be fo 
evafive and trifling, that a fecond order was fent him by an Aftanda, to fet out within 
a day after the receipt of it, if he would not be reckoned a criminal; and at the 
fame time Ocuus’s lieutenant in Ba¢tria, SprraMENES, was commanded to draw 
together a body of troops towards the frontiers of Sogdiana. ARrazus foon difco- 
vered his criminal intentions; he imprifoned the Aftanda, feized the revenues of the 
province, entered into a correfpondence with Oxyarures, who had taken refuge at 
the Scythian court, and broke out into an open revolt. By the perfuafions of the 
latter, Taxivas the Scythian king was prevailed upon to fend to the affiftance of 
Arrazus a body of thirty thoufand men, who croffed the ‘Tanais, and joined him at 
Gaza. The laws of nations were violated, and our ambaflador Arsanzs put under 
arreft for remonftrating ftrongly againft this open infraction of treaties. SprraMENES, 
without ftaying for the reinforcements, which the governors of Parthia and Hyrcania 
were preparing to fend him, ventured a battle near Cyropolis. He put himfelf at 
the head of his troops, and pufhed the van of the rebels very vigoroufly, but re- 
ceiving a mortal wound from a Scythian bow in the beginning of the engagement, 
his troops were defeated, and obliged to repafs the Oxus. Affairs on this fide put 
on for fome time a bad afpe&t; but the overruling Ornomaspes would not fuffer the 
reign of our Great Monarch to be long fullied with the profperity of a rebel. For 
the Scythian king being killed by a fall from his horfe,-as he was hunting, his fon 
C.Leopuas, who fucceeded him, not only releafed our ambaffador, and recalled his 
forces, but affured us, in the ftrongeft terms, of his refolution to adhere ftriétly to 
his alliances with Perfia, and that in purfuance of them he had ordered OxyaTures 
to depart his country. ‘To deal freely with thee, this fudden turn proceeds not fo 
much from the natural difpofition of the young prince, as the influence of his fa-~ 
vourite Arcaspes, who has felt the effect of our mafter’s liberality. Arrazus’s 
army, difcouraged by the retreat of the Scythian forces, mutinied againft him; and 
Bessus, one of his officers, had the boldnefs to affaffinate him, as he was fleeping 
in his tent, and ient up his head to court. 

I have 
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I have now-performed ‘the duty ofa minifter, in laying before thee the prefent ftate 
of our affairs; but 1 fhould’ ill difcharge the offices of a friend, if I did not affure 
thee of the continuance of my regard for thee by a fmall prefent of oriental curio- 
fities, which the next fhip will bring thee from Ephefus. 
Thou mayft likewife be fatisfied, that whenever thou art tired of thy hazardous 


employment, I will exert my utmoft endeavours to procure thee a fecure and ho- 
nourable eftablifhment in'Perfia. Adieu. : 


Ee 
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~-CLEANDER to OrsAmes. From Athens. 


OW agreeably do your letters, moft noble Orsames, lead my’ imagination 
‘through all the mazes of Afgyptian learning! How awful is the form of {ci- 

ence concealed. beneath the veil of facred rites! But how rational is the delight the 
gives us, when divefted of her hieroglyphic drefs, and ftript of that difguife, which 
gains her the veneration of the ignorant and admiring multitude! Upon this prin- 
ciple, the Eleufinian myfteries are calculated to infpire a reverential curiofity, which 
makes the mind more deeply attentive to thofe truths, the knowledge of which it 
has with much difficulty attained. But why do I talk of truths, when all I can 
tell you is of outward fhews? Kor I have’ not been admitted myfelf to a participation 
of thefe ceremonies; and yet methinks, if 1am not widely miftaken in my guefs, 
whoever is an hearer of the divine Socratzs cannot be entirely ignorant of the 
doctrines taught in them, though he himfelf has hitherto refufed the initiation even 
to his difcredit; perhaps to avoid a more dangerous fufpicion of difcovering out of 
treachery, what he has already learnt by the infpiration of an excellent nature. But 
of this hereafter. I imagine you will not be difpleafed with a particular account of 
the external, ceremonies, of which I have'lately been a fpectator. ‘They begin on 
the fifteenth of the month Bons'pouiay, by a general affembly of the candidates for 
initiation, who on the fecond purify themfelves in the fea, and are émployed on the 
third in offering facrifices of little pomp, and therefore not worth defcribing. The 
fourth day» is diftinguifhed by a folemn proceffion, in which the holy bafket of 
Ceres, is,carried ina confecrated car, drawn by four milk white oxen, whofe necks 
and horns are wreathed, with garlands of corn and poppies. They pafs along amidit 
the, acclamations of the multitude, who refound the praifes of Ceres; and are fol- 
lowed by a train of beautiful young! women, reprefenting the companions of Pro- 
seRPINE.; Their garments are gaily embroidered with all forts of wild flowers; and 
on their heads they bear the myftic bafkets, which are concealed from every eye be- 
neath long veils of purple. “Yet however your curiofity may be excited by. this 
“ concealment, faidthe young ArcigraprEs to me, believé ‘me, who am an initiate, 
“‘ the veils cover nothing half fo much worth feeing, as thofe faces, to which they 
«« give a becoming fhade.” On the fifth evening is commemorated the fearch of 
G ¢g PROSERPINE, 
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ProserPINE, when Ceres fnatching with a torch the flames of Aitna, ran. with 
uncertain fteps to feek her daughter. The air is luminated with the blaze of ten 
thoufand torches, and great is the conteft, who fhall confecrate the largeft to. the 
fervice of the goddefs. ‘Ihe moft remarkable of all the ceremonies was that of the 
fixth day, when the ftatue of Taccuus the fon of -Jupirer and Ceres is carried in 
proceffion from Athens to Eleufis. It fets out from the Ceramicus,, and is accompa- 
nied with mufic, fongs, and fymphonies of founding brafs, to which the dancers feet 
keep time, who as well as the ftatue are crowned with myrtle garlands...Thus 
they ufed to pafs in feftive pomp along the way from thence called facred, and after 
refting twice enter Eleufis by the myftic gate; but ever fince the beginning of the 
war they have been forced to conduct their proceffion by water. The fea is almoft 
covered with the multitudes of fhining veffels, which are ready to convey the joyful 
crowds, who are received at Eleufis in a magnificent temple, capable of containing 
with eafe more than thirty thoufand perfons. The loud notes of the trumpets and 
clarions are reflected with a fofter echo from the waves; and with thefe the facred 
bards join hymns of praife to Ceres, Proserpine, and Iaccnus. ‘The dancers with 
a nimble bound {kip from one bark to another, and with a thoufand antic geftures 
exprefs their mimic raptures. I followed in the crowd of boats with Socrates and 
Axcciprapes. Of the three remaining days that precede the initiation, the firft is 
paft in games, wherein the victors are rewarded with a meafure of barley, that grain 
being firft fown in Eleufis; the next in admitting perfons to the initiation of the 
leffer myfteries; and the laft is called Plemochoai, from a libation made out of two 
earthen veffels placed towards the eaft and weft, which after the repetition of certain 
words are thrown down, and their wine {pilt upon the earth. And here what are 
properly called the myfteries begin: the happy initiates are conduéted by the hiero- 
phant, who has attended them through all the ceremonies from the very firft day, 
into the temple of Ceres, and the impenetrable gates of fecrecy are fhut againft the 
profane. For a ftranger, though but by accident, to be prefent at thefe fecret rites, 
is inevitable death; for an initiate to reveal them, death with infamy. ‘Thus far 
however may be innocently known of them, that befides the hierophant, whofe bu- 
finefs through life it is to prefide at them, they are attended by five public officers, 
the chief of whom is one of the archons, bears the title of king, and the day fol- 
lowing the myfteries has the care of affembling the fenate, to take notice of any ir- 
regularities, that have been committed there. The other four arechofen by the peo- 
ple, and called curators. The hierophant or myftagogue has alfo three affiftants of 


an higher and ten of a lower rank, who-are chiefly employed about the facrifices. 
Beyond this we know little but from conje&ture; but thus much all the conjectures 
that I have ever heard, agree in, that the fecret, of thefe myfteries cannot confift in 
fhews alone, in vifions, in frightful noifes, and appearances, calculated to aftonifh 
women and children indeed, but little capable of anfwering the raifed expectations 
of the brave and wife, who all are ambitious of being admitted to them. Even in 
the lefler myiteries many doctrines are inculcated of the higheft importance, and 
conducive to virtue; yet thefe are but a preparation for the greater, and to them no 
one is admitted, whofe character is blemifhéed with any crime. © On this initiation 
are fuppofed to depend the favour of the gods and the happinefs of ‘a future tate. 
Shall we fuppofe then, that this degree of happinefs and merit is attained by merely 
beholding a number of ftrange ceremonies, by attending to the founds of folemn 
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mufic, by being ina blaze of light, and on a fudden in total darknefs, by anfwering 
a few queftions of courfe afked by the hierophant about their previous preparations? 
Or is it by liftening to a facred doctrine, that fhall unfold the fublimeft truths of re- 
ligion, by clearing from their minds the mifts of vulgar prejudice, and forming in 
them juft notions of the deity, the‘one fupreme director of the world, fuch as he is 
adored in Perfia, fuch as he is taught in the more public Cretan myfteries, whence 
that people pretend thefe and all others to be derived. Such doétrines as thefe are 
thought to require: the clofeft fecrecy, as being too oppofite to a ufeful popular be- 
lief. Such doétrines as thefe deferve indeed the pomp, with which thefe mytfteries 
are introduced, as thofe of all other the moft venerable, as thofe of all others the 
moft important, as thofe which alone can open the mind to true knowledge, and 
give a juit and conftant principle of action. Whether this be the myftery revealed 
to the initiates or not, let us rejoice, who are in poffeffion of fuch valuable know- 
ledge; and if we conduct our lives ina manner fuitable to it, we need not be per- 
plexed by thofe fears, with which many are terrified into the initiation, that merely 
wanting the name of initiates fhall condemn us to eternal wretchednefs; or indeed 
that thofe, who have only the name of it, fhall claim any fuperiority over us in the 
juft determinations of a future-ftate. Farewel. 
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ROMASDES has eftablifhed the throne’ of Perfia to maintain our religion 

above the contempt and infolence of idolaters, who do not like the complexion 
of our barbarous and inhofpitable faith, which, fay they, excludes the gods them- 
felves from our cities, and denies them am habitation amoneft us. 


Should Perfia yield to a foreign mafter, the peculiarity of our religion would add 
weight to our chains; as the-wretched Jews meet with little compaffion, and are 
thought not fufficiently humbled, while’ they refufe to comply with the worfhip of 
their conquerors. This people are well known in the eaft for their fufferings and 
inflexible adherence to their religion ; for what kingdom has not numerous families 
of them, the marks of their ancient bondage? Though they are fo induftrious to re- 
inftate their nation, like a trunk torn up by the violence of a hurricane, in its parent 
foil; it thrives but a while, and extends its branches only to bé lopped and {cattered 
by. the fword of a new mafter.. The holieft of the Magi'does not more reverently 
admit the divine prefence amongft them, than this people, which they do not pre- 
fume to circumfcribe by the works of their own hands, nor venture to reprefent any 
otherwife than by a dazzling glory, an inacceffible brightnefs, which they affert fome 
time to have been given as a fenfible mark of the Deity’s prefence; but that the moft 
intimate knowledge of God is the divine irradiation upon the minds of prophets and 
holy: mens ‘They: are perfuaded of ve exiftence of fome evil genii, which i at 
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leaft coeval with the world, and the dangerous. enemies of mankind. ‘They think 
it no ftain to marry amoneit their, own kindred; and they honour a prophet as the 
meffenger of heaven. The fimilitude which all this bears to the wifdom ‘of the 
Magi, is the reafon the Jews find their condition very tolerable under a Perfian 
yoke. Cyrus himfelf, when he reduced: the pride of Babylon, treated them fa- 
vourably, becaufe he found them retaining fuch venerable doctrines. Kerxzs burnt 
the temples of Greece, but permitted them to rebuild: their places of worfhip: 
Certainly, CLeanpzr, pure religion was once univerfal ; and mankind received truth 
from the. fame fource, whence,they derived their being. For this ancient people 
maintain many uncorrupted traditions; which no change of fortune has ever been 
able to extort from them... Zapo¢ is one of thefe,:a perfon of no mean credit at 
the court. Upon afking him,.on what grounds his countrymen juftified their tena- 
cious regard for their religious rites; becaufe,. faid he, they were divinely communi- 
cated; and (what is much more difficult: to fupport without evidence) heaven. has 
not altogether broke off the intercourfe with us, but at certain periods honours fome 
holy man with the knowledge of its will, who firft gains our credit by fome nota- 
ble initance of power, and then’ confirms. us in our religion. Our princes hear his 
rebukes with decency, and fubmit to his commands with meeknefs. They do not 
profefs to make war nor conclude peace by their own ftrength or counfel, nor dare 
they affume the honours of fuccefs; they are but fecond in the ftate, for God is the 
fovereign. So long as we acknowledge this, we have a conftant and happy tefti- 
mony of the truth of it; our feafons are ever temperate, our flocks multiply, our 
vintage never fails, fuccefs. attends our arms;and our princes rule with wifdom. 
Zapoc, faid I, you forget yourfelf, and your fancy carries you back to thofe early 
times, when man’s innocence fitted him for the converfe of heavenly genii, who were 
the vicegerents of God, and openly interpofed ‘in the adminiftration of human af- 
fairs. But there are now no footfteps in the world of that happy ftate, and the mife- 
rable viciflitudes of your nation leave the leaft room for expecting to find any there. 
I do not, replied he, pretend,-to exempt our nation fromthe ills of life; no,.we 
are liable to the greateft,; for obferve the equality of providence, which proportions 
our duty to our advantages... We are enjoined»an hard tafk for our high privileges, 
no lefs than humility in the enjoyment of them; a conftant acknowledgment of a 
precarious dependance, when we feem to be above the ftroke of adverfity. ‘As God 
is the difpofer of our affairs, he will not-permit the aid “and devices-of men to fhare 
in the honour. We. are forbid therefore to think ourfelves at all acceflary to our 
happinefs, either by. induftry in peace, or! condué and prowefs inthe field; » To 
reckon up the national forces, and keep. exaét lifts of the foldiery, is laudable ceco- 
nomy in other flates: in-us,it were a criminal oftentation, and reliance on human aid; 


(which we profels not to confide in) and has fometimes. been followed ‘by a national. 


calamity. Much lefs, fhould.we be tolerated ina defection from the divine worfhip 
or the vile indignity of fetting up an idol im our hearts, as his competitor, who has 
no equal, and will bear no comparifon; who: calls himfelf jealous. of a rival, a term 
not more affectionate than terrible to his worthippers. 


Now, continued. he,, you fee-the tenure of our happinefs, and will ceafe to won- 
der at our frequent fall from it, fince it depends on the fteadinefs of the human 
mind, and.our perfeverance in a. national fidelity. “Alas! peace and affluence eafily 
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corrupt the heart, and introduce an infenfibility of dependance. We, like other na- 
tions, foon boaft of our atchievements, ftrengthen ourfelves with allies, court foreign 
marriages, (which are forbidden by the law) and in complacence to our new alliances, 
agree with thofe nations in their forms of worfhip. Thefe are the gates, that let in 
plague, famine, and flavery upon us, and render us the fcorn. of nations, who up- 
braid us with not having a knowledge of the true God, or (what is indeed the cafe) 
not having virtue enough to deferve his protection. Zapoc, faid I, you furprize 
me much in accufing your nation of levity in religious duties, fince you are known to 
offend in the other extreme; and will not even in captivity be prevailed upon to ne- 
glect thofe ceremonies, which render you obnoxious, You fay true, replied he, for 
captivity renders the mind fober and confiderate, and the molt cruel tyrant is often 
unable to extort an unworthy confeffion from us. But furely you are not at,a lofs 
to find the difficulty there is in making fo nice a duty, as is required of us, compa- 
tible with the wantonnefs of profperity. The ways of providence, faid I, are not to 
be pronounced upon with peremptorinefs. I will not pretend to fay, that its dealings 
are the fame with all nations; but is it poffible, that truths of importance fhould be 
confined in the cuftody of an obfcure people, within the bounds of Paleftine? We 
are not, returned he, an obfcure people; our very misfortunes have prevented that; 
or if we were, perhaps obfcurity and privacy may be lefs corrupt guardians to trea- 
fures of this kind than the refined polities of Jargeempires. Defpife not our weak- 
nefs, Smerpis; like private men, ftates have their vicifitudes ; we are ftill a diftinét 
people, and are continued (fo we prefume) for greater ends than the prefent mean- 
nefs of our condition promifes. Great princes have fat on the throne of Paleftine, 
and a greater {till may arife, who, like your Cyaus, fhall vanquifh the nations of the 
earth with irrefiftible controul, and retrieve the honours of an ancient people, who 
can not only fairly trace their anceftry up to thofe holy patriarchs, whom heaven 
deigned to fpare at the general flood, but pafs that common boundary to the annals 
of other nations, and deduce our origin from the common father of the human race. 


Our difcourfe was much longer; and Zapoc’s honeft zeal for his religion and_na- 
tion accompanied him through the whole, conducted, not without fome appearance 
of reafon, but not fo much but that I {aid to myfelf at parting, Good heaven! what 
a blefling is hope, which is. fo hard to be extinguifhed in the human breaft! It is a 
fpark that lives, where there appears no fuel for its fupport. This people in flavery 
keep profperity in view, and (by what I can difcern) indulge their imagination 
with victories to come, and an extended empire in diftant ages. 
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BA Rey tt Ge ag: XCVITI, 
CLEANDER to GosrR-yvaA~ss. From Athens. 


FLE fuperiority of the Athenian naval force, if rightly manaced, muft turn 

the balance of war in their favour, as (not to put thee in mind of other in- 
ftances) fufficiently appears from the iffue of the Corcyrean troubles. The contefts 
between the Ariftocratical and Democratical factions there rofe to fuch a height, that 
much blood was fpilt during the violence of the tumults, in which the people had 
for the moft part the advantage. ‘The party of Oligarchifts being apprehenfive, 
that their enemies would take poffeffion of fome pofts very incommodious for them, 
in a fit of rage and defpair fer fire to the buildings round the forum and harbour, 
Great quantities of merchandize and other rich effeéts were confumed in the flames, 
which fpread fo wide, that if the wind had not been contrary, the whole city muft 
have been burnt to the ground. The day after this diforder Nicosrratus arrived 
with the Athenian fquadron from Naupactus, and foon compofed matters to the ad- 
vantage of his party. The others were difarmed, obliged to deliver up hoftages, and 
four hundred of the chief amongft them confined in the temple of Juno, Within 
four or five days after the Peloponnefian fleet, confifting of fifty fail, commanded 
by Atcipas and Brasipas, came in fight of the ifland. The united fquadrons of 
the Corcyreans and Athenians went out to meet them, and began an engagement, 
which lafted till night. The former, who had a divifion amoneft their feamen, and 
brought up but few gallies to fight at a time, were put in great diforder; but the lat- 
ter behaved with fuch gallantry, that though they had only r2 fhips, they funk one 
of the enemy’s, and fecured the retreat of the Corcyreans: ‘The confufion was fo 
great within the city, that had the Peloponnefians followed the advice of BrasIDAs, 
and attacked it directly, they would in all probability have been mafters of it before 
morning; but they contented themfelves with landing troops, and ravaging the 
country. This gave the Corcyreans time to recover from theit furprize, and take 
the proper precautions with regard to the Ariftocratical party, who meditated a {e- 
cond rifing. The arrival of an Athenian fect of fixty fail obliged Axcipas to re- 
imbark, and retire into port with no fmall precipitation, leaving the fea open to the 
enemy. The Corcyreans, elated with thefe powerful fuccours, were determined to 
take a complete revenge upon the adverfe party, and proceeded againft them with the 
moft bloody and mercilefs feverities, infomuch that in the fpace of feven days they 
extirpated almoft all the Ariftocratical faction. Fifty of the richett citizens were put 
to death, according to the forms of law. The others were privately affaffinated by their 
creditors, or murdered at the altars, whither they fled for refuge. A large number 
of thefe unfortunate men, it is faid, were fhut up and ftarved in the temple of Bac- 
enus. This is the conclufion, noble fcribe, of the Corcyrean fedition, which for 
the time it lafted was as violent as any recorded in hiftory. It is obferved to have 
been the firft, which has broke out in this war, founded on the different principles 
of the Athenian and Lacedemonian governments; but from the animofities which 
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the cruelty wherewith it has been carried on muft occafion through all the Grecian 
{tates, it is conjectured, that it will not be the laft. The Athenians triumph greatly 
in their good fortune, and fay the Peloponnefians have behaved in this affair with 
that irrefolution and inexperience, which accompany all their naval operations. They 
imagine, that the fuccefs with which in the fame year they have quelled the revolt of 
two confiderable iflands, fecures to them the fidelity of their allies, whom fuch ftrik- 
ing inftances muft convince, that the Lacedemonian power cannot yet protect them 
from the weight of Athenian refentment. The grave and pious, with whom I con- 
verfe, find their joy greatly abated on this occafion by the fatal confequences which 
they apprehend from thefe unhappy divifions, as a general difregard to public faith, 


and a total fubverfion of humanity and religion in the intercourfe between the Gre- 
cian ftates. | 


The Athenians have this day decreed an affiftance of twenty gallies to the Leon- 
tines, a people of Sicily of Ionian extract, who are at war with the Syracufians. 
The chief of the Leontine embafly is Gorcias, a celebrated orator, whofe eloquence 
has had great weight in the afflemblies, It is of anew and peculiar kind, abounding 
in frequent flourifhes of fancy, and metaphorical allufions. He has many admirers 
here. For my own part, I think the ftyle of his orations is rather {tiff and affected, 
than perfuafive and elegant, and owes its chief graces to novelty. Gorotas, be- 
fides acquiring the reputation of an able negotiator, has confiderably improved his 
fortunes by his Athenian embafly. The whole city refort to hear his rhetorical lec- 
tures, and he receives as a gratuity from every difciple, who attends them, no lefs 
than an hundred mine. Though the Athenians in the decree pretend, that their 
ancient alliance and relation to the Leontines-are the reafons which induce them to 
fend thefe fuccours, thou mayft eafily imagine they are not the principal ones. The 
real intentions of this ftate are to prevent the fupplies of corn, which their enemies 
receive from Sicily, and by degrees to get footing there. 1 know very well, that the 
fertility and riches of the ifland, its command of the feas, and the fhort paffage from 
thence to Italy have long rendered it the objet of ambition to the moft enterprizing 
politicians, During the adminiftration of Perictes there were fchemes formed to 
feize upon fome part of Sicily ; but that great minifter always difcouraged them, and 
told thofe who advifed it, that the republic was not powerful enough to undertake an 


expedition, which befides its own difficulties would infallibly draw upon them the 
arms of all Greece. 


The prefent rulers, bolder but lefs prudent than Pericues, have not (as far as I 


can learn) laid thefe views afide, and therefore gladly embrace the opportunity, with 
which the Leontines furnifh them, to introduce Athenian forces into Sicily. 


Thy converfation with Pytuow, noble fcribe, was extremely well timed; and the 
relier, which the juftice of our monarch afforded to the merchants at Sidon, has 
given very favourable impreffions of the Perfian court, They talk of fending thi- 
ther an embafly of fome of their principal citizens. In the mean time a commiflion 
h ; 


as been difpatched to PyTHon to manage their affairs with the Great King, as an 
agent trom Athens. Adieu. 
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Oranes, chief archite&@ and fuperintendant of the royal palaces, to 
CLEANDER. 


I HAVE feen thy curiofities in the palace of Mecazyzus, which he has fo ranged 
in his fplendid apartments, as to fhew at once his tafte and value for them. I 
am perfuaded, that an affectation of this fort of fcience, as it is pretty general in 
Athens, inftead of adding ornaments to fociety, muft fill it with ridiculous characters. 
For if I underftand thy ingenious comment upon thofe pieces of art, to judge of 
fculpture and painting, and be pleafed with them on good grounds, a man fhould 
be acquainted with nature and the paffions ; fhould know how a bafe, an honeft, or 
a great mind would actuate the body in different circumftances; in fhort, fhould be 
both an abftraét moralift, and a practical obferver of human life. I do not wonder, 
that thou, Creanper, fhould{t add this to the number of thy accomplifhments ,; but 


I think few have the previous qualifications for it, 


In return for my entertainment, I will acquaint thee with fome natural curiofi- 
ties, which have lately engaged the attention of the Magi. One of them, Pati- 
ziTHEs by name, has been at great pains in the collection, and has formed an extra- 
ordinary hypothefis thereon. He thinks, he is hereby enabled to prove not only 
the ancient deluge, but other revolutions in the earth of a more permanent effect. 
This colle@ion is lodged in a neat room, at one end of ‘the {chools of juftice, where 
the fons of the Magi hold their daily difputes. Upon my entrance PatizrrHes 
opened the drawers of his cabinets, and expofed to view great number of fea-fhells of 
fuch variety, as are fcarce to be feen on the ftrand, when a furious tide has driven 
them from the bed of the ocean. My attention was raifed by the fight, when Pari- 
zirHes begun, faying, All nations have fome tradition of a terrible fiood, which de- 
form’d the face of the earth, and brought fuch defolation upon our race, as to leave 
but a fingle family to re-people it. This was the great triumph of Armmantus; he 
thought, when he was permitted to confound the elements, to mix air, earth, and 
water, and extinguifh every fpark of terreftrial fre; that he had renewed chaos and 
his ancient dominion over nature. But he foon faw order reftored; and now no foot- 
{teps remain of that hideous devaftation, but fuch as you fee before you, a fufficient. 
monument , indeed of its truth to all future ages. “Thefe fhells were gathered from 
different countries far from the fea; fome of them formed parts of a rock; others 
were inclofed in a lefs.cenfe coherent matter; fome were near the fummit of moun- 
tains; others many fathoms below the furface of the vales. ‘The flat country of 
Babylonia and /Egypt, the rocks of Arabia and Perfia, and that chain of hills, which 
runs from the Tanais. toward the Cafpian fea, contributed to enrich thefe cabinets. 
But, faid I, there is room to doubt of their antiquity; for how could things of fo 
perifhable a nature be preferved through fo many ages? Becaufe, faid ParizitHes, 
they have been inclofed in the bowels of the earth, and were better guarded againft 
the 
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the effects of time, than the bodies of the ancient A7gyptians in a cafe-of afphaltus. 
Here, fays he, obferve that fhell, which fo nearly refembles a cone; it was lately 
found on breaking a piece of marble, which made part of a great pyramid in the 
lake Mceris. Which therefore do you judge to be of greater antiquity, that ancient 
pyramid, or the fhell you have in your hands? Doubtlels, faid I, you'll fay the fhell,. 
becaufe the materials muft be older than the building. But, continued I, do 
you then fuppofe this fhell to be coeval with the rocks? Not only fo, fays he, but 
prior to them, as I will fatisfy you immediately. Upon which he broke the fhell,. 
and continued his lecture in the following manner. ‘The contents, faid he, you fee 
are a piece of A‘gyptian marble: now if you pleafe to compare the marble with the 
fhell its cafe, you find they exactly tally. No fculptor on earth could fo nicely have 
fitted the protuberances of one to the cavities of the other. There is an exact. fimi- 
litude in the lines of each, though almoft numberlefs, and fome of them fcarce dif- 
cernible to the eye. This ftone, therefore, which is now fo firm and folid, was once 
not fo, but ina fluid ftate, and received its impreffion from the fhell. I am fatis- 
fied, faid I, this cannot be the effect of art: but the notion of fluidity and the parts 
of a rock feem to be at a great diftance; and I would rather continue in fufpenfe, 
than fit down with fuch an hypothefis. There is greater difficulty in fuppofing this 
than the thing you would prove by it. I can more eafily believe there has been a 
deluge, than that it fhould be able to foften rocks, and bring them to a ftate of dif- 
folution; which is what you feemto aim at. Have patience, fays he, and I will be 
more explicit on the fubje¢t. You know, that fome of the ancient pillars and obe- 
lifks at Thebes, Memphis, and Babylon, are thought by the judicious to be nothing 
more than acement or compofition, becaufe no quarry can be found that bears any 
refemblance to them; and our modern builders have variety of fuch cements, as 
from a fluid ftate come to a firm confiftency, when the fuperfluous moifture is car- 
ried off by the warm air and fun. Now why fhould we deny the fame privilege to 
nature? When the mighty flood {wept over the face of the earth, and ploughed up 
the loofe foil, the mouldring clays, and chalks, and infinite variety of materials, the 
ancient rocks were wafhed: at their very roots, their foundations were opened, and 
(as a rocky promontory undermined by the fea breaks off from the continent, and is 
funk for ever in the abyfs) having no ftedfaftnefs they reel’d from their places, and. 
their weight bore them towards the centre, where they lie for ever beyond the reach 
of adventrous mortals. The blended materials thrown up in promifcuous heaps by: 
the waves, covered them; and as the waters fubfided, cemented together more 
clofely ; and as the parts were nearer akin, they cohered, and formed bodies of dif= 
ferent firmnefs and folidity. I do not therefore require of you to believe, that the 
ancient rocks and compact bodies were diffolved, but that many new ones were 
formed by the deluge, which had inclofed the fpoils of the fea within them. If 
you can admit this account, you will eafily finda folution for every thing that lies 
before you; if not,. they are attended with infuperable difficulties. What other ra- 
tional account will you give of that fhell of a nautilus, which was found buried in 
a ftratum of a piceous fubftance below the bed of the river Arbis, when ArTa- 
XERXES commanded a bridge to be built over it? Or thofe teeth and part of the jaw- 
bone of a morftrous fhark, which were dug from the fame quarry, that fupplied 
the eunuch Bacorazzs in building his magnificent palace? This large drawer is. 
filled with curiofities from a bed of chalk fifty cubits below the furface of the earth. 
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Thefe fall chalky maffes are full of the little bones and teeth of fifhes, and many 
fhells of the moft delicate texture, and great variety of fhape and colour; for neither 
the form nor colour is injured by the foftnefs of the ftratum they fortunately fell into. 
I was much pleafed with the fight of thefe, and begun to handle them too roughly, 
as I perceived by my friend’s countenance, who turned as pale, as if I had defiled 
the elements. Upon which I reftrained my curiofity within the bounds agreeable 
to him. He next bid me obferve fome ftones, which retained impreffions from 
fifhes, which, fays he, have long fince been wafted away, becaufe of their-tender 
fubftance; but the impreffions remain not only of the head, fins, and tail, but the 
very fcales; and in fome you may perceive a gloffy gold colour received from the 
body of the fifh, Here is one fo entire, you may diftinguifh it.to be a river 
perch. 


Pray, faid I, in this general confufion, which you fuppofe, might one not expect 
to find fome produéts of the land as well as the fea preferved in the ftrata of the 
earth? Yes, replied he, there are fome horns of deer, that were found in a morafs 
at a very confiderable depth. Here is a beak of the /Egyptian Ibis, and fome teeth 
of monkeys, now no where but in AXthiopia, which were found in the heart of a 
mountain near the Araxes; and all thofe nuts and almonds, which you fee, were dug 
from under the roots of ancient cedars in mount Libanus, when the Tyrians ex- 
pected to find rich mines in its bowels. Thofe fhattered and decayed bones were 
gathered from different depths of the earth, where it had never before been opened. 
Here, fays he, are fome maffes of a very compact marble, but only ufed in cover- 
ing houfes, becaufe upon a ftroke it is apt to fhiver into thin plates; for many vege- 
tables were buried in the ftratum, and prevented its cementing fo clofely in thofe 
parts. Upon which he fplit it very dextroufly, and now, fays he, you may fee the 
broad leaves of the A’gyptian papyrus lying Hat, and parallel one to another, as you 
may have obferved them after the Nile is abated, and has left thofe plants clogged 
with mud, and all inclining the fame way with the direction of the ftream. I could 
fhew you many maffes, that are filled with fern, the common produce of dry and 
barren’ grounds; fome with myrtle, box, and many other vegetables. But pray take 
notice of two pieces of iron ftone, each about a foot fquare, and of a flat furface: 
a fort of net work is deeply imprefs’d on the whole furface of one, on the other the 
fame work is in a fort of relief; they differ no otherwife than the feal and the wax, 
for they once adhered together in the fame mats. I took up a ftone, which feem’d 
unworthy a place in his cabinets, and obferv’d to him, that it was ufed in the moft 
ordinary buildings. You are right, replied he, there is no commoner material; and 
the more I wonder it has not been taken notice of, for it is made up almoft entirely 
of-fmall thells. Place it in a convenient light, and you will fee them of a thoufand 
different fhapes. The buildings of Sufa, and, I doubt not, all the cities of the 
world are full of the exuviz of fifhes. This is no extravagant thing to fay, if we 
confider the vaft fhoals, that muft have been poured out of the bofom of the deep, 
which not only contains the fhells of the prefent race, but probably thofe of feveral 
preceding ages, fince they feem not to be of a very perifhable nature. I will add a 
© mo- 
numents to his honour, that, when thou buildeft for pofterity, thou chufe the moft 
fimple materials; for the veins and colouring of marbles are chiefly owing to vege~ 
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tables and the exuvize of animals interfperfed in the original ftrata, or fome mixture 
of heterogeneous bodies, which feldom cement well together, and therefore yield 
fooner to the attacks of time. I thanked Patizirues for his advice, and the new 
{cene he had opened to me. _I told him, I was not one of thofe, who doubted the 
reality of a deluge; but I did not imagine nature would have fupplied any argu- 
ments for it: fhe exhibits every where beauty and order, but is cautious of fhewing 
her deformities. Thou, my friend, haft penetrated into her arcana, and bringeft to 
light what fhe would have concealed. Thou difcovereft how fhamefully fhe was 


difturbed by the deftroyer ARIMANIUS, who diffolved her laws, and fet her at variance 


with herfelf. 
; He 


To gokiee etl alee Gs 


CLEANDER to GoBRYAS. 


~A SI am fenfible my public difpatches are always read before the council of 

feven, and afterwards regiftered in the archives; I would not in them mention 
an affair, which gives me fome uneafinefs, and which I intend only for thy know- 
ledge. My brother Hrrpras enclofed in his laft packet the following fentence out 
of a letter from Hypasprs the chamberlain to him. “ Tell Crranper, his merit 
« has raifed him many enemies, who endeavour to fupplant him in the favour of the 
«¢ minifters. ‘The practices of the great are bufy againft him. I have not at prefent 
«© time to write more.” My friends have fent me no advices of this nature; and 
yet the myfterious brevity of this paragraph ftrangely confounds me. I know not 
any of the courtiers, to whom I ever gave the leaft eround of offence; at the fame 
tirne I cannot underftand the conduct of Teripazus the treafurer. He has never 
once wrote to me fince I refided at Athens, though he made me large promifes. of 
friendfhip before I left Ecbatana; and for this laft year I have never received a fingle 
mina of my appointments. If the former liberalities of Mecasyzus and thy felf 
had not fupported me, I fhould have been reduced to great diftrefs. 


Next to the protection of ORoMaspDEs, generous Gosryas, I depend upen thine. 
Thou wert never yet known to difappoint the méaneft of thy dependants. I will 
therefore reft affured, that thou wilt not fuffer a friend to be run down by court- 
faction, who Ynay venture to fay, that he has not been ufelefs to the country which 
employed him. Adieu. 


From Athens. fig 
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OrsAMES? ‘to C.LBaA wD ER. 


HAVE in a former letter obferved to thee, Creanper, that the peculiar regard, 
which the A°eyptians fhew to the remains ‘of their deceafed friends, proceeded 
upon a perfuafion of the foul’s fubfifting after its feparation from the body; an 
opinion, which has fo generally obtained in all nations of the world, that one may 
with better reafon conclude it is inherent in the human foul from a confcioufnefs of 
its own immortality, than that it was difcovered firft by the Algyptians, and derived 
by them to the reft of mankind. But however that be, they doubtlefs were the firft, 
who accommodated this doétrine to the grofs conceptions of the vulgar; and this 
gave rife to the {uperftitious reprefentations in their funeral folemnities, which are 
performed near Memphis in a large parcel of ground fet apart for that purpofe, and 
called the territory of the dead. * It confifts of feveral large and pleafant meadows, 
encompafied with groves of lotus and fweet canes, and watered with many clear 
rivulets and fountains from the ferpentine windings of the Nile. But the dead are 
not admitted, nor fuppofed to be admitted to this place, until they have paffed the 
folemn tribunal, to which they are conveyed in a boat acrofs a great lake called 
Acherufia. Before the coffin is put aboard, any perfon is at liberty by the law to 
accufe the dead; and if it can be proved, that the deceafed led a wicked life, then 
the judges appointed for that purpofe give fentence, and the body is refufed an ho- 
nourable burial. If no informer appears, or the information is proved falfe, all the 
kindred of the deceafed leave off mourning, and begin to fet forth his praifes, and 
recount the virtues, wherein he excelled, invoking the infernal deities to receive him 
into the fociety of the juft. On one fide of the lake is the temple of the infernal 
Hecate, and the gates of Cocyrus and Lrrue made faft with brazen bars; on the 
ther the pleafant iflands and meadows before mentioned, where thofe, who are ab- 
folved at this tribunal, have a right to be interred, if their friends defire it; but 
whether their bodies are depofited there or not, they reprefent the calm, or happy 
ftate, into which fuch perfons are received in the Amenthes or invifible region of 
departed fouls. I have already hinted to you, that their doétrine of the foul’s im- 
mortality is blended with that of its fucceffive revolution through different bodies. 
t The Amenthes therefore, or their name for the invifible region, fignifies a place, 
that receives the fouls, and fends them back again. In that ftaté the good after 
their removal from the body are fuppofed to be in a quiet and unruffled fituation. 
{ But it is not till after they have paffed through their feveral fucceffive revolutions, 


* Diop. Sicut. L: I. c. 7. 
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and have returned again into the human body, and not till after a fecond feparation 
from it, that they are fuppofed to pafs into an happy ftate, if they have acted their 
part virtuoufly in this the fecond time as they did before. But the notion of the 
foul’s tranfmigrating through various kinds of bodies, I have reafon to think, wasa 
later improvement of their philofophy; and I conceive the more ancient doctrine to 
have been rather this, viz. that they fhould return again to act their part im an 
human body at the great mundane revolution. When in our way to the Labyrintl 
we {topped to furvey the three great pyramids, that ftand between Memphis and 
Arfinoe, it was impoffible not to reflect, upon what principie they could be erected. 
They might perhaps be contrived for other purpofes of their religion befides the in- 
tombing of the dead: but however that be, ’tis certain the founders of them intended 
their remains fhould be depofited therein. A defire indeed of perpetuating their 
names by fome lafting monuments might be natural to the A’gyptian kings, as well 
as thofe of other nations; yet ’tis peculiar to A’gypt to boaft of a more expenfive 
magnificence in thefe monuments than in the palaces of the living. And by defign- 
ing to be buried within the pyramids, places of fuch impenetrable ftrength as were 
never erected for the defence of the living, one muft fuppofe, they intended to fecure 
their remains againft the injuries of time, or hoftile fury in thofe eternal habitations. 
And does not this peculiarity appear of a piece with that of their. being more foli- 
citous than any other people, to preferve their bodies from putrefaction by falting 
and embalming them, which is an art original to A’gypt? Both the one and the 
other peculiarity may, I believe, be accounted for upon the fame principle, which 
Cueres. an Azgyptian prieft fuggefted to us in fome difcourfe we had upon this fub- 
ject. It was the ancient opinion, that the fouls delighted to hover about thofe 
places, where the bodies were depofited, * with good hopes of returning again into 
their own, if thofe bodies could be preferved until the great period came round. 
But in cafe they mouldered away, or were deftroyed by violence, their foul would 
be allotted to fome new body, and in that again expofed to all the fame hazards of 
vice and pollution it had happily efcaped in the firft. + The Agyptians in their 
fymbolical way exprefs the permanent and incorruptible nature of the foul by certain 
immutable proportions of number; from whence Pyruacoras, they fay, learnt to 
call it a felf-moving number, expreffing in a myftical fenfe mind, or an effence, that 
had nothing in it of matter, which is flux and changeable. Some believe the py- 
ramidal form to be expreflive of certain facred and myftical doétrines; but I think it 
more natural to fuppofe, that in thofe monuments, which were intended to endure 
through a long courfe of ages, it was pitched upon principally, as being a form the 
moft permanent and lafting. It might moreover be defigned in honour to the chief 
objects of their worfhip; for pyramids and obelifks have been very ancient repre- 
fentations of the celeftial divinities, by allufion to the pyramidal or conical forms, 
in which the rays are emitted from a luminous body. {The pyramids I faw ftand 


* ALgyptii periti fapientie condita diutius refervant cadavera, fcil. ut anima multo tempore per- 
duret, & corpori fit obnoxia, ne cito ad aliud tranfeat. Servir Comment. inv. 67. /Eneid. L. III. 


f+ ——Toy IY dpidusy eaurdy nivevta, Toy dY apiOcy dyTh Ts VS waparapaCaves. PuuT. de placit. 
L. IV. c. 2- 
: : . 
t Greaves’s Pyramidographia, 
upon 
oct ae — ~ ery Aa, ee 2 Re Ai agi g 


aI 
po 


AR Spies 


238 TRE NTANT £2 ETT ERS 


upon the brow of a rocky hill, which rifes in a gentle afcent from the level plains 
by Memphis, but the fame fhake is continued weftward to the fteep mountains of 
Lybia. Each fide of the greateft pyramid contains about feven hundred Grecian 
feet in length; the fides afcend by rows rifing like ftairs from the bottom to the top. 
The height is computed to be pretty near equal to the bafe. * The river enters- by 
a fecret channel into a great fubterraneous va sult underneath this pyramid; and in the 
middle of that receptacle is an infular fabric, where the king’s body, who finifhed 
the pyramid, was intended to be intombed. A great caufeway, paved in fome places 
with granate marble, lies from the banks of “the Nile to the brow of the hill, 
whereon this pyramid ftands. Southward about a bow-fhot from this, we meet with 
another, the next in magnitude, but which falls fhort of the dimeafions of the firft,; 
neither are the ftones, which compofe it, of fo vaft a fize. \The fides rife not by 
degrees like that, but are a {mooth fliding plain from the bottom to the top. + It is 
bounded by the North and Weft with a row of cells, the whole like a regular fabric, 
hewn out in the hard rock. {On the Weft fide likewife of the great pyramid i is a 
large pile of building of the Bifaltes ftone; from whence’ as from the cells round 
the. fecond are fecret “ paffages into both, but through them only the priefts or the 
initiated ever enter. South Eaft is the famous “Sphinx, an immenfe Coloffus, 
computed to be in length one hundred and forty three feet, in height fixty two, and 
one hundred and two in compafs about the head. Ft was undoubtedly erected: there 
to exprefs the feafon of the inundation. ‘The third as {tands diftant from the 
fecond about a furlong, upon an advantageous height, whereby afar off it appears 
equal to the former, though indeed the whole pile is much lefs and lower; yet for 
the ftruéture and beauty of the marble excels both that and the great one. Clofe 
adjoining to it on the Eaft fide is another building of a dark ftone like Thebaic 
marble. At a diftance we could difcern to the South feveral other pyramids, which 
lie feattered through a defert traét on the confines of Lybia, and are found all alone 
the upper region to the borders of A‘thiopia; many of which I faw in my paflage 
the lait year sown the Nile; but moft of them, though very durable in their kind, 
were the work of earlier and more fimple ages, when the A®gyptians were rather 
defirous to preferve their remains sa pieie Bett than ambitious to leave confpicuous 
monuments of their ftate and magnificence. ‘They were erected by the ancient 
kings.of the Thinite dynafty, orin their times. However there is, ] am told, one 
among: them, which nearly equals in its dimenfions the largeft of thefe by Memphis. 
Next in antiquity to thofe, and more ancient than thefe, are two admirable py- 
ramids ftanding.in the middle of the great lake of Moceris. For CuHzmmis ¢whom 
Heropotus ules to call Cuzops, making a Greek name of the A-gyptian) who is 
reputed the founder of the firft of thefe by Memphis, was among the defcendants 
or fucceffors of Szsostris ; and Srsostris himfelf was later than Meceris. CEPpHRrEN 
and Mycerinus, to whom the-fecond and third are afcribed, were one the brother, 
the other a fon of CHzemmis, The great Jake of Moeris was contrived for a balance 
to the waters in the annual-inundation,. And there is a communication from the 
river to the lake by a great ditch eighty furlongs in length, and three hundred feet 
in breadth, by which it may: receive the fuperfluity of water, when the Nile rifes 


* Heron. Euterp. + Greaves, ubi fupra. t Id. ibid. 
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to an exceffive height; as by opening its other fluices the country a great diftance 
round it may. be fupplied in feafons, when the river fails. And though the expence 
ef opening and fhutting the fluices be very great, yet it is certainly a work of the 
greatelt benefit to Algypt. In: the midit of the lake the king contrived a place for 
his fepulchre, and failed two ftately pyramids, the one for himfelf; the other for his: 
wife ; and upon.the’ fummit of each he placed a coloffus of marble fitting upon a 
thrones, From the foundation the pyramias are a hundred fathoms high; they are. 
feen fifty fathoms above the water, and are hid as many fathoms under it; fo that 
the lake is-in fome places three hundred feet in depth, and, as Heropotus perfuades 
me, was all. made by art. The circumference is computed at three thoufand fix 
hundred;furlongs. It lies about fix hundred furlongs above the city of Memphis. 
We pafled in a boat acrofs this lake to the Labyrinth, which is, faid to have been 
built by joint confent of the twelve kings, who reigned in AEgypt after the expulfion 
of Seruon the prieft of Vutcan. The fabric is the moft wonderful in its kind in 
all the world, from which Dapatus received the model of the much famed laby- 
rinth he built in Crete. ‘The fubterrancous apartments were all cut by hand in the 
folid rock; which might pafs for an incredible ftory, were it not confidered, that 
the whole rock is a fand ftone, which contributes to the prefervation of the bodies 
depofited within it. And in thefe wonderful apartments are the * gabbares or mum- 
mies of the twelve kings who built the labyrinth with the remains of crocodiles, 
and other their facred animals. But if the’labour and expence of finking pits, and 
excavating vaults in the folid rock, or raifing fuch immenfe piles of ftone above 
eround to fecure the human remains from the violence of after ages, may be in 
{ome fort accounted for upon a perfuafion they firmly maintain with regard to the 
{oul’s revolution; yet their paying an equal regard to the remains of the moft 
noxious animals ean be refolved into nothing but the moft extravagant phrenfy and 
fuperftition. The whole nome, which takes its name from the neighbouring town 
of Arfinoe, pays an extravagant veneration to crocodiles. Thefe are embalmed with 
moft exquifite art, and fet up in niches, as the bodies of birds and other animals 
are through every part of the fubterraneous chambers. At the angle where the 
labyrinth ends, there is a pyramid of two hundred and forty feet in height, with a 
bafis of the fame dimenfions, on which are engraved Coloffean figures of animals: 
the paffage that leads to it is under ground. The feveral corridors and intricate 
paffages of the labyrinth below feem to anfwer, as near as we could compare them 
together, to the apartments above ; of which as I know Heropotus has given the 
exacteft defcription pofible, I will not be tedious in endeavouring it after him. It 
was by a very particular intereft with Cueres the Aégyptian prieft, who accompa- 
nied us in this tour, that I gained admittance into the apartments under ground, 
which Heroporus himfelf was denied feeing the firft time that he travelled “into 
fEgypt. But I muft have been initiated to have entered the pyramids; the pre- 
parations for which I have no time now to go through. 


* So the embalmed bodies were called in the language of the country, as St. AucusTrn confirms : 


«© Morem enim habent ficcare corpora, & quafi znea reddere; Gabbaras ea vocant.” Ava. ferm. 
320. de diverfis. Note by the tranflator. 
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I write this from Sais, a city of ancient note in the Delta, the curiofities of which. 
after I have taken a regular furvey of them, may furnifh out another letter to you, 
before I begin my voyage for Greece. But I willingly confefs, CLzanpER, that 
you are fo well inftructed in the philofophy and learning of thofe fages, who were 
moft converfant in the recondite doctrines of AXgypt, that I have correfponded 
with you, more for my own fake, than for any information I could hope to give you 
from the little I have gained by my inquiries. Hzroporus faid upon feeing your 
epiftle on the Eleufinian myfteries, ““ This Ephefian has difcovered more of thofe 
“* fecrets by a fhrewd induction from fome flight and unguarded hints of his 
‘¢ Athenian friends, than any ought to know, who is not an initiate, or than an 
“ initiate fhould dare to reveal :” and he hath religioufly omitted the very mention 
of them in his hiftory. Adieu. | 


From Sais.. Ee 


The end. of the fifth year of the Peloponnefian wars. 
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4M. 3578. 3d year of the 88th Olymp. 


: The fixth year of the Peloponnefian war. 


TPT eR Rep 
HYDASPES to CLEANDER. 


LAS! Creanper, the throne of Cyrus has loft its firmett fupport, and our 
monarch the ableft of his minifters, in the perfon of Mecasyzus. This 

great man expired, full of years and honours, at his palace in Sufa, the 15th of 
this moon, with a circumftance attending his death, which rarely befals thofe in his 
{tation, that both the tears of the prince, and the lamentations of the people attended 
him to the grave. And indeed their forrows were with good reafon united; for the 
hereditary eftates and dionities, which defcended to -him from his grandfather Meca- 
Byzus, who affifted to deftroy the Magian tyranny, and his father Zopyrus, who 
took Babylon, threw him under no temptations of complying fervilely with the mea- 
{ures of a court, to raife a fortune, or of giving up the intereft of the crown; from 
‘which’ he derived his honours, through an affectation of popularity. At the fame 
time the virtue and generofity of his temper rendered him incapable of fuggefting 
any counfels but fuch as tended to the mutual benefit of the monarch and the fub- 
ject. His many fhining qualities, and glorious exploits, are at prefent the reigning 
topic of our converfation. And though the remembrance of them rather ferves to 
imbitter than allay our concern, permit me, in compliance with the general tafk, to 
indulge myfelf a little on a fubjeét, to which thou thyfelf mayft be in part a ftranger, 


fince thy acquaintance at court was not formed, till the moft active fcenes of his 
life were over. 


Mezcasyzus was educated under the eyes of his- father in the regular and manly 
difcipline of the ancient Perfians, of all others the beft adapted to reétify the heart. 
Hence he imbibed thofe principles of juftice and fortitude, which carried him through 
the world with untainted integrity. He was early inured to the dangers of -war, ac- 
cording to the cuftom of the young Perfian fatraps;_ and performed fuch fervices in 
his firft campaiens, as recommended him to the notice of Darius, a prince remark- 
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able for a fuperior {kill in diftinguifhing the merit of his fubjeé&ts. In the next reign, 
Mecasyzus’s favour was fo far from being diminifhed, that, when XERXES under- 
took his expedition againft Greece, he made him general of the land forces in con- 


junction with MarDonius ; and, as a farther mark ‘of diftinétion, allied him to the 


royal blood by a marriage with AmyTis his-daughter, °As thou knoweft, that the 
‘Il faccefs of the invafion of Greece was owing to the rafh counfels which conducted 
it, there is reafon to believe, that Mecasyzus took no greater fhare in the manage- 
ment of the war, than.the duties of ‘his office required from him; and even declined 
being concerned in a project, on which Xerxes would have fent him, of plundering 
Delphi. It was in the happy reign of our prefent monarch, that the merits of this 
ereat man principally difplayed themfelves ; for the wifdom of the prince never fails 
to fhed a cherifhing influence over..the abilities of his. fervants. The firft fervice,. 
which Mzcasyzus performed, was no lefs than that of difcovering and preventing 
the treafons of ARTABANUS, who, after taking away the life of XeRxEs, imputed the 
murder to his eldeft fon Darius; and when this detefted calumny had brought un- 
deferved punifhment on the young prince; he continued his practices againft Ar- 
waxeRxes, the next heir, Mrcasyzus, not content with diftincuifhing his fidelity 
by tracing out this dangerous confpiracy, gave ftrong proofs of his courage, in a 
battle againft the adherents of ARTABANUS, who ‘raifed.a rebellion to revenge his 
death. He was afterwards thought the fitceft perfon to command in Aigypt, where 
the natives had taken the advantage of thefe troubles.to throw off their obedience to 
Perfia, and were ftrongly fupported by the Athenians. Mrcasyzus defeated the 
rebels and their allies in a battle near Memphis, and foon reduced them to furrender, 
upon this fingle condition, that their lives fhould be fpared. 


remaining part of it, he expiated the fhort folly he had been guilty of, in departing 


occafion to banifh him to Cirta, on pretence, that he had violated a ftanding law of 


refignation in his exile,. that, by the interceflion of his friends, he was reftared to the 
ill fuccefs, which attended us insevery engagement with the Greeks, had fo difpirited 


rage, in a battle,, which he ventured againft the Athenian general on the coafts of 
Cilicia. ‘This induced him to be a ftrenuous, advifer of peace, that the empire might 
have leifure and opportunity, to recover its loffes. [he conditions of the treaty, 
which goes by the name of Cimon’s. peace, were, as thou knoweft, rather fuited to- 

the 
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the exigency of our affairs, than the honour or advantage of the empire, and occa- 
fioned at firft great difcontents among the people. But Mecaszyzus both forefaw 
and foretold the advantages, which muft enfue to us, when the Greeks, delivered 
from foreign wars, would in all probability turn their arms again{t themfelves. *’This 
always made him attentive to the progrefs of thofe difturbances, which the reftlefs 
ambition of the ftates, where thou refideft, perpetually excites. He employed 
Artumivs of Zelis to foment the quarrels between Athens and Sparta; and when 
the war now carrying on was ready to break out, propofed in council, that thou 
fhouldft be fent to watch.over. the counfels. of Greece. . Thou gaveit him fo much 
fatisfaction in this employment, that on his death-bed he fpoke of thy abilities in the 


ftrongeft as well as the kindeft terms to the king himfelf, who did him the honour of 
a vilit. 


And in truth, my CreanpeR, thou haft’ occafion for the patronage of all thy 
friends. «Trrisazus the treafurer, whole crafty infinuating temper thou art not un- 
acquainted with, privately impels that pofitive old counfellor, the mafter of the 
potts, to fpread about difadvantageous reports of thy conduct. They give out, that 
thou haft indeed tranfmitted the news of the Pirgzeus with tolerable exactnefs ; but 
neither raifed up friends to Perfia, or penetrated into the fecrets of the Athenian 
counfels. That, mftead of joining with Crzon and his faction, whom it 1s our intereft 
to fupport, as'they defire the continuance of the war, thou converfeft with none but 
thofe, who declare for peace, and even‘mingleft in ‘their cabals. Prrrsas, the eunuch, 
and Arrasyras, keeper of the records, do thee ill offices. ‘The chief aim of this 
foolith intrigue, which I have taken fome pains to get to the bottom of, is to con- 
trive thy removal from Athens, that one Trmocrrs may be thy fucceflor.. He is a 
rhetorician of Eubcea, who having fled his country for debt, has rambled over mott 
part of Greece, and procured recommendations to fome of the fatraps here. He 
appears, ‘from the little I have feen of him, to be a talkative conceited pedant, pre- 
tending to great correfpondencies in Greece, and to be well fkilled, not only in the 
politer arts, which have been his ftudy, but in the politics of each republic, and the 
difpofitions of the ruling men. ‘He is a conftant attendant at the tables of feveral 
of our fatraps, to whom he pays an affiduous court, by flattering every fplendid 
vanity, and complying with each fantaftic humour, of his patrons; the never-failing 
arts, by which a parafite and fycophant finds means to fhut the doors of the great 
againft modeft worth. I can affure thee, that the calumnies of thy enemies make no 
impreffion upon the mind of our fovereign. He has fupported the remonftrances 
of Gosryas by fuch exprefs orders to the treafurer concerning thy remittances, as he 
will not dare to difobey. That honeft minifter is employed in the friendly bur dif 


(2 
asreeable office of fettling the affairs of Mecanyzus’s family, which are much difor- 
‘dered by the infamous practices of Apottonipes the phyfician. I know not how to 
explain to thee, at this diftance, fuch a complication of guilt. That Coan wretch 
has dared to pollute the honour of the royal blood, and {tain the bed of his matter 
and benefactor with adultery. But let me draw a veil over this fcene of iniquity, 
and only wifh, that the name of Amyris may not defcend to pofterity in the 


annals of the family of Ach@Menes. The bare touching this fubject renews my 
grief for the lofs of fo able a minifter, which thofe alone are capable of feeling a6 
Pura they 


LAR a TOOT SOON Fa EBT ERT OLE Ci Ta 


QA4 AST Hy Ee N-GAN “ALAET ESE) E IRS. 


they ought, whom hiftory and experience teaches, how much the influence of one 
fuperior @ genius contributes to the happinefs of nations * 


Farewel. 
From Sufa. PR: 


Likely Bako oC 


CLEANDER tO ORSAMES. 


ees Have taken all opportunities of improving my acquaintance with SocRaTEs. 
The feveral converfations I have had with him, on the fubjeéct of religion, give 
me no reafon to repent of it. And this thou wilt perhaps think ftrange,; when I 
ingenuoufly confefs to thee, that-he has unfettled the favourable fentiments, I enter- 
tained before, of every known mode of popular worthip eftablithed on the earth ; fuch 
is either the dexterity or the force of his reafonings. We walked out together the 
other day in a very fpeculative mood, at fome diitance from the city, towards the 
fhore, where we furveyed the ravages, which the fea has lately made on the oppofite 
coaft of Euboea. It was a:melancholy profpect to obferve trees torn up by the roots; 
the hopes of the hufbandman floating on the furface of the waters; and as the feene 
made. a ftrong impreffion on my fancy, fo it called up my compaffion. I could not help 
crying out in a-fit of very humane enthufiafm; ‘ Good providence ! why doft thou 
“* fuffer the evil principle to deform and defolate thy works! How will it glad the 


 univerfe to fee the day, when the power indulged to this being fhall fubmit to 
“ethane 


__ Socrates interrupted me, while I was running on in my complaints; ‘ And pray, 
faid he, Creanper, do you know the intention of the Creator, in producing that 
‘infinite variety of weeds and infeéts, which follow one another in numberleis fuc- 
ceffiens every hour, and which fuffer as much from the tread of the thinking philo- 
fopher, as of the heedlefs peafant?, Thefe always feem fuperfluous, and are often 
inconvenient to us; and yet doubtlefs have their ufe and importance in the fyftem. 
Are you acquainted, continued he, withthe defign of the fhipwright in each rope, 
fail, of timber, that. contributes, to, the building of a galley? And yet. you.can 
truift to hie difcretion and. experience in fuch matters, Perhaps the tone, of every 


{tring, upon the Doric harp, may, when feparately tak en, be jarring and unpleafant ; 


and yet their founds are, fo exactly propor tend to each other, as to compofe the 


moft ftriking and engagine melady. Will you then place jefs confidence in the me- 
chanifm of the divine artift, than in that of a fhipwright? Or, becaufe you know 


* Tt is not impraper.to obferve here once forall, that the principal faéts in thefe letters, relating to 
Mecasyzus and his family, are likewife mentioned, though with lefs accuracy and fewer circum-- 
ftances, in the fragmerits of Cresras, which are ufually: printed at the end of HEropotus, The 
confirmation, which. thofe fragments receive from our collection, will probably give the reader a better 
opinion of the Cnipian phyticia un’s veracity, whofe fabulous acceunts of India have greatly funk: the 
credit of his Perfian hiftory; though one would imagine, that his long refidence in the court of 


ARTAXERX¥ES MNnemMown, and his perfonal f favour with that prince, muft have enabled him to compile 
it from the moft. authentic materials. Note by the ‘Tranilator. 
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more of the harmony of an harp, than of the univerfe, will you doubt the fkill of 
him, who formed the mufic of the fpheres, and preferves the minuteft atom, that 
lies under our feet, or the largeft orb, that rolls over our heads, in it’s proper 
fituation?” “* The fubmiffion you recommend, returned I, is a good maxim.” 
<« If then, anfwered he, you are by no means mafter of the volume of nature ; 
why fhould you pretend to criticife it? If you are perfuaded of the deity’s exiftence 
and omnipotence; of the boundlefs wifdom, benevolence, and rectitude of his nature ; 
fatisfy your doubts with the rational as well as pious folution, that, whatever happens 
either in the natural or moral world, with refpeét to it’s ultimate tendency and the 
good of all, operates'as it ought to do. And that oriental doétrine of the future 
refignation of power to be made by Arimanius to Oromaspes, is neither more 
nor lefs, than a figurative or allegorical manner of expreffing this plain truth. 
Who knows but the guardian genius of our ftate may have turned the inundation, 
refulting neceflarily from thofe general laws, by which matter is directed, on the 
coaft of Euboea, where it’s confequences are le{s fatal, than they would have been 
on that of Athens? Perhaps therefore we have reafon to be particularly thankful. 
Let that be as it will; it is agreed that {torms and tempefts are of fervice in clear- 
ing the atmofphere from vapours: and why may not earthquakes and ‘torrents, 
however they injure and diftrefs us for a while, anfwer fome unknown purpofes 
of lafting benefit? Of thefe things we are both incompetent and improper 
judges.” 


« J fee, interrupted I, what you aim at: you would argue, that all evil is partial, 
and not abfolute; that what we fee of it arifes not from any malevolent being, 
counteracting the good one, but from the original fcheme and conftitution of 
things. At the fame time you muft own, that uninterrupted tradition, one of the moft 
univerfal and acknowledged arguments for the belief of a providence, fpeaks as 
ftrongly in fupport of the opinion, which you controvert.. This opinion has been 
long held by the Perfians, and many other nations of the world. For they thought, 
(and rightly I believe) that evil in no fhape whatever could be derived from Gop: 
they thought, that as he is perfe€tly good, he could never intermix the leaft-fhare 
of it in his works; and as he is perfectly wife, they imagined, if the whole 
had. depended on his will, he would have been careful to contrive it better.” 
< From fuch narrow and contraéted views of the fyftem, replied SocraTEs, men 
have conceived it neceffary to fappofe an Azrmantus, in order to clear difficulties ; 
little apprehending, that all-evil, like the viper, carries along with it an antidote 
for the poifon it fheds.. We find vice or moral evil is attended with pain or natural. 
evil: by this means men are brought to a fenfe of what is right, and natural evil 
in.it’s turn produces moral good. By another revolution very obvious and frequent, 
moral good brings forth natural good ; and that, producing riot and excels, again 
brings forth moral evil. Such is the revolving condition of things; nor is ar 
of the creation calculated to unhappy ends, in the whole golden f 
and effects, which hangs down from heaven to earth, and is: fixed to the foot 
Jove’s throne. You fee there is no occafion for the bad principle to account 
appearances in morals, or in phyfics. It is then highly reafonable to believe there iS 
none.” ‘ But, faid I, to wave the fuppofition of a malevolent being exifting trom 
all eternity; methinks another opinion is not abfurd, which is derived from ancient 


tradition, 
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tradition, that before the formation of the world out of Chaos, a certain fpirit of 
high order revolted from his allegiance to the Deity, and drew off with him-a large 
number of demons. ‘Thefe perpetually endeavour to difturb the regularity of the 
univerfe, and are more efpecially employed in haunting the ways of men, and fug- 
gefting to us thofe iniquities, which may reduce us to the fame ftate of mifery 
with themfelves.” 


«« Even this fentiment, anfwered Socrares, appears to me liable to fuch difficul- 
ties, as fufficiently explode it; although it is fecure from the great variety of con- 
tradictions, on which the other is founded. It is improbable, that a being fo ex- 
cellent in rational endowments, and therefore fenfible of his own finitenefs, thould 


entertain a thought of rebelling againft the infinite providence. 


We find even men, 
frail and fhort-fighted as they are, expofed to innumerable unruly appetites, and 
ever complying with their impulfe, are, when they commit vice, far from meaning 
to affront the Deity, and only defign to gratify a craving and tormenting paffion. 
Such beings, as the revolted ones you {peak of, could not then be fo abfurd, as to 
attempt dethroning that power, who raifed them from nothing, and by whofe good- 
nefs they fubfifted ; and as they were of fo fublime a nature, they could be open to 
no paffion, but the moré refined one of ambition or of pride. From the faint 
attacks of both thefe the purity of their judgments would preferve them: in the 
former cafe, a juft fenfe of the divine perfections; in the latter, of their own. Elfe, 
I would afk, of what value is exalted reafon? But granting there is this common- 
wealth of evil {pirits exifting in the vaft expanfe; yet I doubt, whether they are 
fuffered to break in upon the borders of our world. To fpeak plainly, I muf think 
their agency here not only neither terrible nor troublefome, but entirely unneceffary. 
Our virtue is fufficiently affaulced by internal paffions or external allurements; and 
reafon often quits the field, unequal to the combat. It is to be prefumed therefore, 
if thefe f{pirits are permitted to enfnare mankind, that the good Being gives us in 
thofe moments an extraordinary power to affift our reafon, in withftandine the extra- 
ordinary temptations, which engage our appetites. So that, admitting the fa@ to 
be as you ftate it, we are juft in the condition, in which we were before, as to the 
proportion of temptation to invite tranfereffion, and of reafon to fupport virtue. 
Fience I maintain, that the agency of thefe beings is unneceffary ; and as the wifett 
of all Beings can do nothing, that is fuperfluous, I muft think the opinion is an 
error, however fupported by tradition, or enforced by authority. The truth is, the 
belief of the evil principle (as I have already explained to you) arofe from the con- 
jectures of Ignorance ; and the worfhip of him arofe from the fuggeftions of Fear ; 
the two fatal ingredients of Superftition, which begins in the firft, and terminates 
in the laft. Fer the underftanding and the paffions reciprocally mifreprefent objects, 
and ferve to confirm one another in their mutual miftakes. I hardly imagine this 
idolatry took place foon after the creation of things, or early in a ftate of innocence 
and nature. ‘I'he human race would be pleafed in the beginning with the frefhnefs 
and novelty of all around them. They would addrefs themfelves to the good prin- 
ciple in fongs of thankfgiving; and as, during their artlefnefs and fimplicity, icarce 
any natural evils, and no moral evils appeared, they would not tura their thoughts 
or adoration to the bad principle. And indeed it is rational to fuppofe, that it would 
be in the infancy of an undepraved world, as in the infancy of man. We fhould be 


more 
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more governed by hope, a paffion, that attends the harmlefs and unpradctifed, than 
by fear, a paffion, that grows only from difappointments and experience. After- 
wards when regular focieties were, by degrees, {catered over the face of the earth, 
natural evil increafing with the improvements of art and the fantaftic elegancies of 
life, and moral evil {pringing up from the refinements of policy, and the jarring in- 
terefts of private perfons and of nations, mankind became diffatisied with the dif- 
penfations of providence, not apprehending they had brought thefe calamities on 
themfelves; endeavoured to fearch for the caufe of them; and at laft dreffed up in 
their affrighted imaginations that airy vifion of the malicious being. Thus ftands 
the origin of the opinion, whofe progrefs I take to have been this. 


When the difficulty of accounting for the phaenomenon of evil was firft ftarted 
in the minds of men, they thought their God was enraged with them, believing he 
had the feeds of peevifhnefs within him as well as they; and in order to mollify 
him, they worfhipped him under the particular confideration of his angry actions. 
This was done in many countries by the worfhip of evil characters recorded in their 
hiftories, which were thought to be emblematical of the wrathtul agency of the 
Deity. In Tyre, and in Carthage, (a Tyrian colony,) they {till continue to offer 
human facrifices to Saturn or Motocn, who probably was once a cruel tyrant in 
that kingdom, and adored upon his death, to prevent him from perfevering, in 
another life, in the malevolent difpofitions he had fhewn to his people in this. he 
worfhip of Sarurn was afterwards interpreted to bear a general allufion to the dif- 
order obferved in the fyftem, and regarded only as a peculiar manner of appeafing 
the anger of the one Deity. The cafe was the fame in /Egypt as to the worfhip of 
TypHon, who, in his hiftorical capacity, was the difturber of his country, as Osiris 
was the benefactor of it; in his allegorical, he was the burning heat of the fun pro- 
ducing drought in their lands, and the anger of the Deity exerting itfelf in the pu- 
nifhment of the world. But when men faw an uninterrupted train of evils come in 
upon them, inftead of here and there an inconvenience or 2 mifchief, as at firft, they 
thought thefe different operations could not be derived from one caufe; and to 
remedy the feeming inconfiftency, they imputed the good effects to one being, and 
the evil to another. Hence they implored the affiftance of the one, and deprecated 
the refentment of the other; never refle€ling, that however they might hope to foften 
a being various in his temper, it was abfurd to intreat or expect compaffion from 
one perfectly malicious. “ I am very much obliged to you, SocrarTzEs, faid:-1, for 
your unreferved difquifition of this matter; and fince we have entered fo fairly and 
infenfibly into the fubje& of idolatry, 1 with you would go on with it.” “ We are 
now, anfwered the philofopher, returned to the city, and my engagements call me 
to afympofium with Axcrsiapes. But I flatter myfelf another opportunity will 
foon be offered to us.” And fo we parted. 


Whether there was any weight in thefe reafonings, thy penetration will inform 
thee. Thou wilt at leaft judge from hence, how freely Socrates difcourfes on every 
point of moral inftruétion and popular belief. For my own part, I was filenced, 
not convinced by his arguments; or, if I were convinced, I was unwilling to be 
converted by them\ 


The 
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The detection of error, Orsames, is as neceflary to the confirmation of truth, as 
the contemplation of vice to the practice of virtue. And yet I queftion, whether it 
be worth while to think for ourfelves upon thefe matters, to reform fpeculative 
errors, and depart from received opinions. Such enquiries expofe a man to various 
cenfures, The difcreet upbraid him with imprudence, the prejudiced with abfur- 
dity, the dull with affectation, and the bigots with impiety. In Greece indeed there 
is one circumftance attending thefe ftudies, which prevents the ill confequences, 
that might otherwife arife from them. For the philofophers, not efteeming the 
people fit to be admitted into their Arcana, lay it down, that truth 1s intended for 
private entertainment, rather than for public utility; as if ic were like the water 


of the Choafpes, whofe refrething draughts are indulged to none, but the fovereigns 
of Afia. 
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CLEANDER to SMERDIs the Mage. 


4 WAL Abatae not, wife Smerpis, that I frequently fend thee my obfervations 
on human nature, and its efforts towards wifdom in this country. Affure 
thyfelf, no place in the world affords fuch variety as Greece. Thou, who art ufed 
to converfe with a people contented with the wifdom of ZoRoAsTER, liveft in per- 
petual calm. ‘Thou canft have no conception of the turns and whimfical fallies of 
the human mind, where full liberty is indulged. The peace, which arifes from an 
union of opinion, is like a dead ftill fea; without danger indeed, but it fhows not 
the ftrength and nature of that element. In this place, if a man preferve but an 
external regard for the Gods, the principles of philofophy and religion are mere 
matters of choice. He may take what mafter he pleafes; or, if he like it better, 
(which fome have affeéted) he may take none, and fo have the credit of being felf- 
taught, and perhaps too of being the only follower, as well as founder of his fyftem. 


There is a man of no fmall note at Abdera, who to a knowledge of nature has 
joined that of mankind. By a conftant train of reafoning founded on ‘experiment, 
he attained the one; and the change of manners, that a courfe of travels prefented 
him, gave him a fufficient infight into the other. The refult of this improved ce- 
nius is fomething extraordinary; he very much affects folitude, but with no defien 
towards ferious {peculations ; nothing is farther from him: he fhuns men, not to avoid 
the gaiety of converfation, and the impertinence of mirth, but becaufe he can enjoy 
himfelf better, and be merrier without them. Nobody laughs more heartily at a 
jeft he has juft heard, than this philofopher does at his own ordinary reflections. 
Fis imagination affords him a conftant fupply of ridiculous images; but if any- of 
his neighbours interrupt his merriment by falling in his way, he turns the laugh 
upon them. It is to no purpofe to tell him, they are difpofed to be ferious; that 
they expect his condolence for the lofs of their treafure, the failure of a vintage, or 
the death of a relation. He knows no paflion but one; and whatever turn of mind 


their 
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their fortune gives them, his is always to be merry. In fhort, if he hears that an 
heir is born, or a family is extinct; if he be told of new honours conferred, or dif. 
grace falling upon a great man; of the fuccefs of an army, or its defeat; his laughter 
is equally immoderate. This philofophic turn has fomething fo particular in it, 
that the whole town agreed to fend for Hippocrates to cure him of his frenzy. 
The phyfician, upon his arrival, found him in the laborious employment of diffect- 
ing animals,. and was received with a loud laugh; which however was fo far from 
convincing him of his patient’s diforder, that, after fome converfation with him, he 


turned back with indignation, and faid, he was the only man amongft them in his 
found fenfes. 


Thou, my venerable friend, whofe compoféd mind is as the ferene brightnefs of 
the moon, wilt almoft fancy this extravagant character is of my own forming. 
But I affure thee, I have heard alfo of another matter in philofophy of a dire& op- 
pofite turn, who weeps at every thing, which raifes the mirth of the odd citizen of 
Abdera. I cannot tell, which of thefe two to prefer; and it is impoMible to ap- 
prove both. But I think, if that learned phyfician had confined them together, 
till they had reconciled their fyftems to each other, he would have taken a reafon- 
able method of bringing them to that moderation, which thou art too well ac- 
quainted with, either to let the vice and mifery of our fpecies fubject thy mind to 
perpetual melancholy, or the vanities and follies of it be the materials for thy fport 
and merriment. Farewel. 
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ARTAXERXES the Kinc to CLEANDER. 


HE {fatisfaction, which you have given us by your diligence and abilities in 

the difcharge of your employment at Athens, hath been fo great, that we have 
not only ordered our minifters to fignify it to you in their difpatches, but beftowed 
feveral marks of our royal favour upon you, as a juft reward of your faithful 
fervices. 


We do not doubt of the continuance of that zeal and induftry, which hath hitherto 
appeared in your conduct; and have therefore thought fit to entruft you with an 
affair of the higheft importance, which demands as much fecrecy in the management, 
as {peed in the execution. You cannot be ignorant, that. during the time of our 
royal father, the people of Boeotia, particularly the Thebans, were well affe&ted to 
the Perfian caufe, and even, in oppolition to the reft of Greece, made the fubmiffion 
of earth and water, which was demanded of them; perfevering in their fidelity to 
us inviolably, till the unfortunate battle of Plat@a. We have lately received un- 
doubted intelligence, that notwithftanding the change, which happened at Thebes, 
foon after that action, and the-general notign, that the city is entirely devoted to the 
intereft of Lacedzmon, there ftill fubfift great remains of the old Median faction, 
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who want nothing but encouragement from us, and fupplies of money, to take the 
government into their hands, Upon thefe grounds we direét you, that without the 
lea(t delay or ftaying for further orders, you fet out for Thebes; and if you find 
things in the condition, which we have reafon to believe they are in, you mufl 
concert, with the defcendants of ‘TimacinEs and ArTacinus, (families well known 
for their adherence to our intereft) thofe alterations in the fenate and magiftracy, 
which may bring that ftate back to its former meafures. It will then be eafy for you 
to prevail, that we may be admitted into the Peloponnefian league, or at leaft the 
Boeotian confederacy; and that a proper place of arms, as the fortrefs of Elatea, 
may be provided for the reception of the troops we fhall fend to their affiftance. 
We have ordered our treafurer Terrpazus to fend you by the thip, which conveys 
this packet, remittances fufficient to enable you to put our defign in execution; and 
fo not doubting, that you will exert your utmoft induftry and abilities to accomplifh 
this important fervice, we recommend you to the protection of OROMASDES. 


Given at Sufa the palace, the 22d of the moon Aban-in the 41ft year of our 
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MET Socrates very lately returning from a facrifice, at which he had _ been: 
prefent with many others in the temple of Minerva. ‘I efteem myfelf extremely 
fortunate, faid I, in meeting you at a feafon fo opportune for religious fpeculations. 
You know the claim which I have upon you;, and though various things have 
pafled fince our laft conference, in the daily courfe ef bufinefs and converfation, in 
which we are engaged; yet I affure you, my thoughts have often recurred to the 
matters you infifted on.” After fome recollection the philofopher began thus: “That 
the beft things are liable to the greateft degeneracy, is a very evident maxim; be- 
caufe in their original formation they are furtheft fromit. ‘The ftep from one degree 
of imperfection to another is not fo ftriking, as the fall from perfect purity to ab- 
folute depravity. The ftate of religion in the world comes up to this obfervation. 
When it was fent down from heaven, it was amiable as its divine author, agreeable 
to the conclufions of reafon, and the fureft ally of it; in a word, every way fuited 
to that plan of aétion,. which is beft for moral agents. But now it has. contracted 
intricacy, and thrown off its fimplicity ; it has adopted feverity inftead of chearful- 
nefs; and though, according to. the fair exemplar engraven on the untainted mind, 
st was the moft unfit cover for the purpofes of guilt, it is become the common 1n- 
{trument of iniquity and diffimulation. Thefe are the corruptions of weak heads, 
and unfound hearts. The former have made religion an abfurd thing, and the lat- 
ter an immoral one. Like an ufeful medicine, it was firft fpoiled by the mixture 
of fuperftition, which intoxicated the reafon,. and then vice applied it to poifon the 
manners 
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manners of mankind. Indeed, no thorough reformation in the practice of the world 
can be expeéted, unlefs the theory and foundation of virtue is regulated better: 
and while the ‘belief of Polytheifm prevails over that of the unity, it is impoffible 
to eftablifh either. For till a juft notion of the nature and attributes of Gop is po- 
pularly taught, the only ftrong bafis of moral fpeculation is wanting to fupport the 
edifice of moral conduét. Whenever that principle 1s inculcated, fictitious deities 
will be abolifhed; and we fhall perceive it to be with improvements in religion, 
as it may fome day or other be with phyfics, Effe&ts, before imputed each to a par- 
ticular caufe, will be afcribed to the true general one; for the more we know of 
nature and morality, the fimpler we find both.” ‘* By way of introduction, faid I, 
Socrates, to your thoughts on the rife of idolatry, to which your difcourfe has now 
brought you; let me afk you, whether it is not probable, that Gop would, in con- 
defeenfion to human infirmities, when firft he fettled man, that flow and fhallow 
reafoner, in the world, make fome fupernatural revelation of himfelf to him, in a 
manner that fhould affect his fenfes.” “I was going to have fuggefted the fame re- 
mark, anfwered he; and it is from hence we may trace the origin and progrefs of 
that worfhip, which, though ftruck out in the wildnefs of barbarifm, has been con- 
firmed by the fober policy of legiflators. For after Gop had put us on the right 
track, it is reafonable to fuppofe, he would withdraw all fenfible manifeftations of 
himfelf, and fuffer the fpeculative improvements of men to keep pace with their 
practical. Neverthelefs, tradition would be unable to maintain genuine and unadul- 
terated fentitnents of him. ‘The grofs conceptions of men would ftill be feeking 
after fome vifible emblems or fymbols. In fuch circumftances, they would molt 
readily regard the fun, whom they found to be the great difpenfer of light and 
warmth, as the vicegerent of providence in the fyftem, to whom the divine energy 
was more efpecially communicated. They would confider the moon too, as advanc- 
ing the fruits of the earth by her milder and qualified beams; and in a fubordinate 
degree would reverence the ftars and planets. I would even carry this fondnefs of 
the early ages for fenfible exhibitions much farther. For becaufe the fplendour of 
thefe celeftial fires would fometimes be withdrawn from us by their neceflary courfes, 
or concealed by clouds and tempefts; it was’ not unnatural to have recourfe to fym- 
bols of our own making, and to addrefs ourfelves to ordinary terreftrial fire. This 
would be indeed the emblem of an emblem; and when once men were adding to 
their number, one may without difficulty conceive, how foon the generality would be 
diftra&ted with them, and fix their devotion on that object, which was defigned only 
to raife the attention. In confidering the feveral parts of the ceconomy, after hav- 
ing paid fo much honour to the active powers, they could not neglect the fubject ot 
their genial operations, the earth. And fo, in procefs of time, they fell down before 
the elements, which compofe the world, then plants and animals, in fhort every 


thing derived from them, and adored the parents in the offspring. 


Such would be religion in a ftate of nature, unaffifted by priefts and temples, un- 
adorned by offerings and ceremonies. But when once the arts of life were growing 


in the world, the rude inventor of a plough, the firft fower of grain, the archite& of 


a forry hut, would after their death be commemorated in mournful rites, and wor- 
fhipped out of gratitude. Encouraged by the invention of thefe arts, men would by 
degrees unite themfelves in a focial ftate. They would build cities, divide ie rth 
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form. communities, go out together to oppofe their enemies. Hence legiflators, 
magiftrates, and generals would arife; and thofe, who by their artifice, or abilities, 
could gain fuperior dignity and efteem, would be followed by the vows and intreaties: 
of the people into another ftate, as foon as they were departed from this. An ima- 
gination, that thefe heroes were capable of continuing their good offices to their 
friends in a future life, how quickly foever it may be fuggefted by the belief and de- 
fire of immortality incident to all men, would be the more obvious, if any tradition 
were remaining in the times we fpeak of, that good fpirits were formerly fent down 
by providence to watch the earth and its inhabitants, and open any peculiar commif- 
fions to mankind. And now theology became more complicated every day. 


The names.of the fun.and moon were firft beftowed on a good king or queen as a 
compliment, to intimate, that they refembled thofe bodies in their beneficial effe@ts. 
Afterwards, when the adoration of deified mortals was to be advanced into popular 
eftablifhment, their names were given to thefe celeftial luminaries, inftead of the 
name of each luminary being given to them. It was faid too, that they refided per- 
fonally in different ftars,; and hence every country has adapted the fphere to its 
diftinct heroes. Thus the tranfition. was very eafy from one fort of worfhip to the 
other. In more refined ages, the crafty legiflator pretended, that his authority came 
from fome old local hero, who had been raifed into a tutelar God,. either by the fu- 
perftition of the worfhippers. for his memory, or their pride, in thinking they de- 
{erved his particular regard. To thefe Gods, both family and national, facrifices 
and prayers were offered, agreeably to their various hiftoric tempers. . We have al= 
ready obferved, how, during the worfhip of the natural divinities, they proftrated 
themfelves, before the elements of the fenfible or irrational fyftem. Analogous to 
that was the refpect fhewn to the elements of the rational or intelle€tual, which took 
its rife from the human apotheofis. They adored juftice, fortitude, compaffion, 
and thofe good qualities of the mind, that had exalted the charaéters of heroes. 
“The oddeft of all worthip, faid I, is that performed to brutes by the fEeyptians.. 
I have taken fome pains to enquire into it; and once I received a very ingenious and 
elaborate letter * on this fubject froma friend of mine, now travelling through the 
Nomes of that country, whofe parts and learning I efteem highly. But I fhould be 
glad to know, whether your notion of it is the fame with that, which has been 
taught me. ‘“ I thank you, anfwered Socratszs, for mentioning a topic fo material 
to.our purpofe ;. for fome time ago I queftioned a learned Athenian, who had travelled 
into égypt, and received. fatisfactory information concerning it. Briefly then, it 
was indebted for its beginning to the animal hieroglyphics, intended to exprefs the 
hiftories and powers of their. ancient deified heroes. ‘Thefe pictured fymbols, which 
were emblematical. of their characters, both before and after the apotheofis, being 
changed into living ones, that devotion, which was defigned to. be conveyed through 
the medium of the figure or animal to the God, was at laft paid ultimately to the 
animal. From hero-worfhip is derived an infinite variety of legends and fables, to 
difguife the real objects. of it; for when men began. to reafon on thefe points, and 
applied their natural underftandings to examine matters of religion, they thought it 
abfurd to deify their own frail and imperfect fpecies. The priefts (who were ori- 
ginally appointed by the legiflators of governments and commonwealths to. ferve 
many purpofes of ufe to fociety) founded an alarm at thefe enquiries, which ftruck 
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at the moft lucrative part of fuperftition. This occafioned their pretending, that 
the greater hero Gods were expreffive of the feveral attributes of the firft caufe. 
And in /Egypt particularly, they invented the phyfical mythology, and new allego- 
trical ceremonies, to conceal the foibles and moral blemifhes recorded in the hiftories 
of their heroes and tutelary deities. ‘‘ Thefe accounts, returned J, are very plaufi- 
ble, and coincide nearly with what I have heard. But give me leave to afk your 
thoughts on the difpute fo much agitated between the Greeks and ASgyptians, whe- 
ther Greece borrowed Gods from A®gypt, or Aigypt from her. Several treatifes 
have been written: on both fides, and copies of them have been tranfmitted to the 
learned. in both nations. Evurypamas, the chief prieft in the temple at Eleufis, 
has gained great credit by his performance in defence of the Grecian claims. 1 am 
told a prieft of Heliopolis has lately writ an anfwer to him.” 


«Jt is a difpute, replied the philofopher, in which no man of fenfe interefts him- 
felf, and which concerns only thofe formal antiquaries, who lay much weight on 
points of imaginary moment. To me it feems wrapt up in impenetrable darknefs ; 
and to this the forgeries produced on both fides have not a little contributed. If I 
have any opinion on the fubject, it is this: fince it is generally allowed, that Aégyp- 
tian colonies fettled here, I think it likely, that the fcience of religious rites, and 
the charaéters of heroes fit to be made Gods, with the names proper to be given 
them, were brought from thence, and applied to perfons in our own country. 
Many reafons might be offered in fupport of this fentiment; but I wave going into 
a detail of them. And thus you have my thoughts on the origin and progrefs of. 
idolatry, a fubject, the curiofity of which is inferior to nothing but its importance. 
I have delivered myfelf openly to you, who are my friend; as fome would fay, dog- 
matically, and not after the manner of thofe cautious converfations, which I hold in 
public with the fophitts. 


If you would know, why I profefs not thefe things, and undeceive mankind; I 
anfwer, it is againft my principles to difturb the religion of my country. Wife 
men in every age are acquainted with all that I have communicated to you; and when 
they meet with a fair opportunity to work, or a fair difpofition in their neighbours. 
to bear a reformation, let them zealoufly endeavour to effect it; but gradually, and 
not at once; but gently, and not forcibly. Let them addrefs their arguments to the 
reafon, without ufing fuch methods of conviction, as may ftir their own paflions, or 
excite the ftubbornnefs of mankind.” Thus Socrarezs difcourfed, while L was loft 
in admiration of him. 

ce 
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HAVE received a letter from Hypaspes the chamberlain, which contains the 
melancholy news of Mrcasyzus’s death, and fome friendly cautions with regard 

to my own fafety, now endangered by the intrigues of my powerful enemies. Lefs 
folicitous for my private welfare than that of Perfia, I poured out my fupplications 
to Oromaspes, that he would not permit the detefted author of ill to bring any 
farther misfortunes on the empire, when he ought to be fatisfied with having de- 
prived Artaxerxes of his wifeft counfellor. I had fcarce time to recover myfelf 
_ from the impreffion which this fatal event made upon me, when a bark fent exprefly 
from Ephefus brought me a difpatch, figned with the king’s own hand, and fealed 
with the royal fignet, which enjoins me immediately to repair to Thebes, to foment 
the practices of the Median faction in that city. I own to thee, noble feribe, I was 
not lefs furprized at the order itfelf, than the manner of ‘wording it, and my own 
defignation for the bufinefs. The Thebans have been reputed by the moft under- 
flanding people here, to have been, ever fince the change in their government after 
the defeat of Marventus, firmly attached to the Lacedemonians, who have laid 
them under ftriter ties by facrificing Platzea laft year to their refentment. The king’s 
letter is drawn in fhort and general terms, giving me no particular directions to what 
perfons Iam to apply, or what offers I am to make thofe, who fhall be ready to affift 
me. It is likewife unaccompanied with any letter or explanation from the minifters, 
as thou knoweft is conftantly practifed in ‘a bufinefs of this nicety and importance, 
All thefe circumftances induce me. to think, not only that thou wert unacquainted 
with.it, but that the whole is a contrivance of my enemies to remove me from a 
place, where a five year’s refidence enables me to perform the duties of my ftation, 
to another, where I have no correfpondence, and can hope for no fuccefs. But as I 
fhall always efteem the king’s orders, however obtained, too facred for me his poor 
flave to difpute, I fhall take a journey to Thebes in the retinue of an Athenian 
agent, who is fent thither to treat of an exchange of prifoners. From thence you 
may expect to hear of me. In the mean time I prefume to hope, that under the 


fhadow of thy protection, I may find a fecure fhelter from the calumnies of my 
oppolers, 
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The plague is renewed at Athens, and fpreads daily. The Peloponnefian forces 
affembled at Corinth under Acts king of Sparta, but were prevented from invading 
Attica by the earthquakes, which have happened there, as well as in feveral parts of 
Eubcea and Boeotia. In this city, part of the fortifications, and fome public build- 
ings, particularly the Prytaneum, were thrown down by the violence of the fhocks. 
Two thoufand Athenians in fixty gallies commanded by Nicras, after making an 
3 unfucceisful 
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unfuccefsful defcent in the ifland Metos, paffed over to Oropus, and advanced to 


Tanagrum in Beeotia, where receiving a reinforcement out of Athens, they defeated 
the natives, and fet up a trophy. 


P, 
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OrsAMES to CLEANDER. From Bubatftus. 


H ERODOT US has accompanied me through the Delta; for having vifited 

eypt a fecond time, he now is taking another journey into the eaft, in or- 
der to complete that noble work, which was read with applaufe at Athens fome 
years ago; and to collect materials for a particular hiftory of Affyria and Babylon, 
which the world may one day expect from him, ‘There is a city of ancient fame 
in Paleftine, lately rebuilt by the favour of our auguft monarch, after it had lain 
in ruins for feveral years from its deftru€tion under the later Affyrian kings, which 
he defigns to fee in his way. 


In our return from the pyramids, we came direétly to Sais, a place of fuch fame 
and antiquity, that no curious traveller would omit feeing it. The night we arrived 
there, the grand feftival of the lighting of lamps was folemnized, which is obferved 
after a peculiar manner. All the houfes throughout the town of Sais are illuminated 
with rows of lamps fet round the windows on the outfide; at which time a great fa- 
crifice is performed to the guardian Deity of the place, to which as many, as can 
conveniently, refort from all parts of Egypt. But thofe, who cannot be prefent 
there at the celebration of it, negle&t not, wherever they are, to folemnize the night, 
and to fet out lights before their houfes. By this means, not only the town of Sais, 
but the whole country of Agypt, is illuminated on that night. The Deity, in ho- 
nour of whom the feftival is kept, is called by the Greeks, Minerva; but, if I 
conjecture right, with the Zgyptians is no other than their Isis, who, as Ihave elfe- 
where hinted to you, is made univerfal nature, though differently fpecified, and par- 
tially confidered, upon different occafions, under the feveral powers and attributes, 
which the Greeks afcribe to their refpective divinities. The ufe of lamps and torches 
both in religious worfhip, and for the purpofes of common life, were (the Aigyp- 
tians fay) originally their invention, and firft received from them. But however that 
be, it is certain, they had them very anciently in their religious revels and ceremo- 
nies; and the application of them to the myfteries cf their worfhip, among other 
divine fymbols, has rendered the fymbol itfelf fo facred in the hieroglyphics, that a 
lamp in that picture-charaCter implies the whole myftery of the /Egyptian religion. 
From the ufe of torches and lamps, thus introduced into their religious ceremonies, 
came the practice of burning them at the fhrines of illuftrious perfonages, whom the 
paffionate devotion of their friends defired to honour as divinities, and to rank among 
fuperior natures; of the antiquity of which cuftom a remarkable monument remains 
in Sais to this day. Mercuerinus, the 7th king of the Memphite dynafty, to 

footh 
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footh his grief for the lofs of an only daughter, erected for her a magnificent fe- 
pofitory adjoining to his palace, and ordered a cafe of wood to be made in the fhape 
of an heifer, richly overlaid with gold, to inclofe .her remains; intending thereby, 
that divine honours fhould be paid to her memory, and to graft her worfhip upon the 
reigning fuperftition of AZgypt. The heifer is as large as the life, in a kneeling 
pofture, and covered with a {fcarlet pall. Between the horns is fet a circle of gold, 
refembling the rays of the fun. He appointed a certain number of priefts to burn 
incenfe before it in the day time, and to light up’ lamps round the chamber in the 
night, and fettled a ftipend upon them to continue the ceremony for ever. They 
conftantly once a year bring out the heifer into the open air, after the celebration 
of certain rites, which may be-myfterious, but feem highly abfurd in the vulgar ac- 
count. For in thefe rites they are faid to fcourge a certain Deity, whofe name the 
profane are not to know. The remains of the ancient palace at Sais are magnificent. 
The temple of the Goddefs, whom the Greeks call Minerva, contains the fe- 
pulchres of thofe ancient kings, that were natives of the Saite nome. In the body of 
this temple is a magnificent ftone chamber, the columns of which are carved in imi- 
tation of palm trees. Here are feen feveral of thofe obelifks, which were the ancient 
reprefentations of the celeftial divinities ; and near to them is a ftone bafon or lake; 
the workmanfhip of which is much admired. An infcription on the pavement of 
this temple countenances the opinion I have advanced, that the Deity of the place 
is Ists. The infcription runs thus: ‘‘ I am all, that has been, that is, and that 
‘* fhall be, and none among mortals-has hitherto taken off my veil.”?~ Amasis, who 
fubdued Apries, the laft of the lineage of the Memphite kings, raifed a portico to 
this building, which for its height and dimenfions, and the largenefs of the ftones 
that compofe it, exceeds every thing of that kind in AZgypt. He placed about it 
Coloffes and Sphinxes of a prodigious fize. A little above the town is a‘grove called 
the fanctuary of Osiris, where the Saites maintain his fepulchre to have been. 


We pafied from Sais to Bubaftus, which is near the full extent of the Delta, part 
of the way by land, and part through the cuts, that communicate between the feve- 
ral channels of the Nile. It were endlefs to defcribe to thee, CLeanper, the beauty 
and richnefs of the country ; or to. enumerate the many ancient cities and towns, 
which prefented themfelves to our notice in the whole way. But indeed, though all 
befpeak the magnificence and glory of this ancient kingdom, I know not any that 
affords a fight more pleafing than the city where I now am. It is fituate, where the 
Bubattic branch of the Nile feparates into two channels; one of which difcharges 
itfelf into the fea at the Tanitic, the other at the Pelufiac mouth. Thefe ftreams 
form a perfect peninfula, in which ftands the temple of Bubaftis, the city itfelf lying 
part between thefe ftreams, and part fcattered on the two oppofite fides of the Nile 
beyond where the ftreams divide, ‘The ground on all fides, whereon the buildings 
of the city are erected, was raifed by Szsosrris, and afterwards by the Aéthiopian 
king to a greater height than any other town in Aigypt. The peninfula only with 
the town remains on the fame level it always was, and is joined by a narrow iithmus 
to the land, along which is a vifta of thick trees of the talleft growth continued 
for the length of three ftadiums into the town, and leading through the forum up an 
afcent to the temple of Mercury. The temple of Bubattis, in length and breadth 
a ftadium, is likewife encompafled with a thick grove, that cafts a delightful fhade, 

and 
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and is reflected on the water. It has a ftately portico thirty cubits in height, upon 
which are figures and bas reliefs of fix cubits; and round the extremities of the ifland 
runs a parapet of ftone, adorned with much curious fculpture. The temple, with 
the plantations about it, lying thus in the middle of the town, and furrounded with 
the water, has a moft beautiful effect, as you look down upon it from the city, on 
every fide. The goddefs Buzasris is by the Greeks called Diana, but is in reality 
Isis, if one may regard the ancient infcription upon her pillar at Nyfa in Arabia. 
A little above the town begins that famous cut, which was intended for a communi- 
cation between the Nile, and the Red Sea. The digging of -it was firft attempted by 
Neco the jon of Psammericuus, and twelve thoufand men perifhed in the work. 

Darius, after him, made a great progrefs with better fuccefs, but without com- 
pleting it; difcouraged, as the tradition goes, by the report of his furveyors, who 
apprehended it would, When finifhed,, let in the fea upon the lower A’gypt, the level 
of the Arabian gulf being, as they thought, higher than the Delta... The Egyp- 
tians folemnize their religious revels at molt of their towns through the Delta feveral 
times inthe year. But thofe are moft frequented, which attend the great facrifices 
performed at Bubaftus. Great numbers of both fexes come down the Nile at thefe 
times in boats together ; and the men and women, befides children, that are brought 
to Bubaftus on occafion of thefe folemnities, are computed by the inhabitants to be 
feldom fewer than feventy thoufand. ‘Their mufic all the way is a ftrange diffonance 
of flutes, crotala, bad voices, and clapping of hands. , At every town by the water 
fide they ftand up to the fhore, to give the womenjin the boats.an opportunity of 
galling out to thofe at land, who never are at a lofs to anfwer them in the peculiar 
ribaldry of their water-language. While fome of the women are engaged in this 
fcurrilous diverfion, the reft are dancing, or making ridiculous, geftures. 


Strange it is, CLeanpeR, and unaccountable, that fuch mean buffooneries fhould 
ever be miftaken for religious rites, or made preparative to the celebration of one of 
their ereateft feftivals. But it has been the policy of our government never to in- 
terfere with fuch national extravagancies, as are merely adapted to the genius of the 
vulgar. For as thefe inftitutions fall in with the natural bent of the common people, 
at the fame time that they have the fanction of religious ceremonies, there is nothing 
they would with greater difficulty give up. The A®gyptian priefts could not have 
taken a furer method for eftablifhing their own authority,. than by accommodating 
the national rites to that ftrong propenfion to farcical pomps and revels, which no 
where prevails more among the common fort, than in Angypt. The people thus 
gratified and amufed, according to their own fenfe of things, and indulged in all 
their grofieft prejudices, prefume not to arraign the fuperior wifdom of their teachers, 
but aifent with an implicit reverence to their dictates. 


I fhall in a very few days fet fail from Pelufium. Hezroporvus will part from me 
at Magdolum to ay over mount Cafius, and by the lake Serbon into) Paleftine. 
That inguifitive traveller has taken abundant pains to examine into the learning of 
the Aogyptian priefts, and fift out all the recondite doétrines of their religion; yet, 
after all, he has caufe to complain of their myfterious refervednefs. It 1s. dif{cou- 
raging enough, I have often heard him fay, to an accurate hiftorian, who is to treat 
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of their religious ceremonies, that he muft, in many things, either affect the fame 


myfterious fecrecy himfelf, or appear to pofterity to have been a collector of fenfelefs. 
and ridiculous. fables. Adieu. 


LT 
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CLEANDER to Gozrpryas. From Thebes. 


I Have been arrived. fome days, noble {cribe,. im this city ; and whilft Critias, the 
Athenian agent, whom I accompanied, was employed in negotiating an exchange 
of prifoners, 1 endeavoured to procure the intelligence of the general difpofition of 
the ftate, and the reliance, which can be made on the defcendants. of thofe citizens,, 
who were formerly in the Perfian intereft. My enquiry was much furthered by; 
Cratippus, who has lately removed hither from Sparta, in order to penetrate to the 
bottom of an intrigue, which is carrying on. between Thebes and Corinth. I leave 
his own letters on that affair to {peak his vigilance and induftry; but I ought in. 
juftice to. myfelf to add, that he concurs with me in opinion, that my orders were: 
grounded on falfe information. Thou wilt be able to judge, how. impracticable it 
would be to attempt any change of government here, when I tell thee, that the 
management of affairs is wholly in the hands of the Lacedeamonian faction. The 
fenate is compofed of their creatures ; the Polemarchs, or chief magiftrates of the 
city, who are chofen annually, and the Boeotarchs or governors of Beeotia,. over 
which the Thebans claim a general jurifdiction, are in the fame intereft; and the 
better to curb any attempts in favour either of Athens or Perfia,. a ftrong garrifon: 
is always kept up in the Cadméa. ‘The Lacedaemonians.have much gained upon the 
affections of this people, by the feverities, which for their fakes were inflicted upon: 
the Plataans. Befides.they are of all the Grecians the moft difficult to. be forced out: 
of any intereft and alliances, in which they have been long engaged.. With regard. 
to the remains of the Median faction, which in the king’s letter are reprefented as: 
confiderable both for their weight and number, it is a faét well known here; that: 
the chiefs amongit them were delivered up by the Thebans to Pausawnras, the: 
Spartan general, who put them to death at Corinth, that the Greeks. might from 
their example be warned, what punifhment thofe were to expect, who deferted the 
common intereft of their country to join with a foreign invader. This had the 
defired effet; and the defcendants of ArTracrnus and TimaceEnes are fo far. from: 
having any inclination to revenge the death of their anceftors, that,. had I applied to: 
them, they would in all probability have delivered me up to the magiftrates. As I 
therefore imagine, it cannot be the intention. of my royal matter, that 1 fhould ex- 
pofe myfelf to. danger, without any profpect of doing him fervice, I fufpend the exe- 
cution of my orders, till I receive thy anfwer, which I fhall expect in this city ; for 
the increafe of the plague at Athens renders my removal thither extremely-hazardous. 
If the fupreme council think my further refidence here unneceffary,, I-defire leave to 
take a progrefs to the celebrated temple at Delphi. 


The 
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The magiftrates of Thebes have received an exprefs, with an account of the ill 
fuccefs of DeMosTHENES the Athenian again{t the /Etolians. That general had fome 
fuccefs on his firft invafion of their country; but the natives having affembled_ 


their forces, attacked his army in a foreft furrounded by mountains, (the paffes of 
which they had feized) and gave it a total defeat. 


Potent lord, it is from thee I expect my chief fupport under the uneafy ftate of 
mind, to which the calumnies of my enemies have reduced me. The effects of 
their malice, in the objections they make to my conduét, are as weak, as their 
malice itfelf is ftrong. When they reproach me with having made no friends to 
Perfia, do they confider, that for me to have concerned myfelf in practices of that 
nature, without particular inftructions, would have been highly unwarrantable, and 
only brought ruin on my own head from all quarters, without advancing in one point 
the intereft of Artaxerxes! *Tis even more than probable, that thofe, who now 
blame me for inactivity, would then have been as hberal of their cenfures againtt 
my intermeddling without orders, and have exerted their beft.endeavours to pro- 
cure a difavowal of my conduét. When they accufe me of converfing only with 
the friends to peace, they fhew their utter ignorance of my courfe of life at Athens; 
elfe they would know, that I have acquaintance enough in both parties to difcover 


the fecrets of each; and that I form my accounts impartially from their different 
reprefentations. 


If PHitemon honours me with his friendfhip, and Nreras condefcends to take a 
frugal meal at my houfe, I have received civilities on the other hand from De- 
MOSTHENES and Epicenes; and not long before I left Athens, Cuizon fent to affure 
me, upon occafion of fome bufinefs which I offered to tranfact for him at Ephefts, 
that he harboured no malice againft me for.what happened laft year in relation to 
the Iambics *. It was that unlucky affair, | am convinced, which gave a colour to 
the charge againft me of intermixing in the cabals of Nictras’s faction. But if thou 
canft excufe an imprudence, which the warmth of wine and jollity gave rife to, I can 
affure thee upon the forfeiture of thy patronage, which I prefer far beyond any inte- 
re{t or concern of my own, that I will religioufly avoid making myfelf obnoxious 
to any party for the future, except fuch as the king’s fervice fhall at any time oblige 
me to act againft. I have troubled thee thus far out of that regard, which every man 
owes to his reputation; for otherwife I defire not to be made the obje& of court 
intrigue. Suffer me to retire in peace to my paternal farm in the fhady vale near the 
temple of the Ephefian Diana; or quit the tumultuous forum of Athens for the 
folitary groves of the Bactrian Magi. Wrapt in their thickeft fhades, I may forget 
the diftracting cares of life, and the perplexities of bufinefs. The change will not 


only be for my quiet, but advantage; here I may learn to be an abler minifter, but 
there to be a better man. Adieu. 


The 20th of the month Munychion. 


* Page 209. 
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LET FER CX. 
SMERDIS to CLEANDER.. 


HE infolence of the Greeks is inexcufable, CLreanper. If they enjoy advan- 

tages peculiar to themfelves, this fhould not be matter of triumph, fince they 
cannot be affured of their continuance: How fpecioufly was. the liberty of Perfia: 
guarded by the wifeft laws, and fevereft difcipline, when the eftablifhment fuffered 
an unavoidable revolution to. its difadvantage ? Cyrus, the worthieft of all princes. 
who. had been educated in the fehools of juftice and moderation, was the neceffary 
caufe of this change. His great mind could never meditate the oppreffion of his 
country, though the acceffion: of Media by inheritance, a vaft kingdom, under his 
abfolute {way, and the additional. conquered provinces, had fufficiently enabled him 
to. compafs it. ‘This accumulated power however devolved to a lefs worthy fucceffor;. 
and thou. knoweft the fequel. 


Liberty,. which is the fecure emoyment of natural rights under the falutary reftric- 
tions of law, was long the inheritance of the Perfians. The prince, the fatraps, and 
the people were in fubordination one to another; but their dependance was folely on: 
the laws, to which they owed a common obedience. ‘The prince was fupreme, and 
enjoyed the diftinguifhing marks of royalty; but in his youth he was not exempt from 
the rigorous difcipline of. a Perfian education. In:the reft. of the conftitution (which. 
is peculiar to Perfia) the rank of the citizens was determined ordinarily by their 
years ; and the duties, privileges, and honours of the {tate were adapted to the par-- 
ticular {tages of youth, manhood, and old age: but the greateft fhare of dignity 
and power was referved for the la fe, to crown “tholé! who had fhewn.a decent com- 
pliance with the laws,. in.a regular ‘and laudable conduct through the former. The 
next honorable rank was. manhood,. to which the citizens were admitted, if they 
had paffed their youth in obedience, military exercifes, and honefty. ‘Thus recom- 
mended, being arrived at maturity of ftrength and judgment, they were admitted: 
into active life, pleaded as advocates, or prefided as judges; had-the charge of the 
revenue, or employments of diftinction amoneft the foldiery; or bore arms in the: 
loweft capacity, as the ftate required, according to the determination of. the aged,, 
who having paffed thofe offices with reputation themfelves, governed the inferior 
orders, and regulated them by their counfels. ‘Thus was every one engaged to fub- 
miffion, and obedience to the laws, by the hopes of arriving one day at the admini- 
ftration of them. ‘This expectation: kept the eager ambition of youth, and‘ the 
cooler, but no lefs dangerous, defigns of manhood) in proper bounds, till age 
admitted them with fafety to a truft, “for which their. habitual virtue and experience 
qualified them. Thus private obedience to legal authority was eafily kept up, which 
is the great bulwark of public liberty, and which free {tates find much difficulty in 
maintaining ; becaufe the reftraint of it is miftaken for flavery by the injudicious. 
multitude, ae delight in tumult and irregularity, as. certain indications of. 
freedom. 


This 
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This frame of government our countrymen had fo much reafon to be fatisfied 
with, that they never fhewed any difpofition to innovate, but rather to confirm and 
perpetuate it. To this end their wifdom was extraordinary and unparalleled; they 
had long known the neceffity there was of forming foldters by a regular education ; 
and therefore they had trained up their children from their infancy in hardinefs, ex- 
ercife, and coarfe. diet fparinely dealt to them, which their keen appetite and ready 
digeftion converted into nutriment, leaving no fuperfluity for noxious humours: 
they were fo far from needing the evacuations of phyfic, that-thofe of nature were. 
not frequent. They never tried the viciffitudes of fwoln bodies and emaciating 
difeafes; their nerves were never high ftrained by an heated blood, nor relaxed by 
indolence, but were gradually confirmed in that ftate, which is beft fuited to the 
operations of the body, and moft helpful to thofe of the mind. The Perfians had 
uled themfelves to the method of difciplining the youth for war; and the fame wifdom 
fuggefted to them, that it would require no lefs care to train them up for fociety and 
the duties of peace. We think it prepofterous, faid they, to collect a large body of 
men and fend them out to fight our battles, without regard to previous difcipline.. 
How then can we expect, that every thing, that bears the form of a man, fhould be 
fitted for the manifold duties of fociety? If we would fecure our government, we 
muft encourage the growth of moderation and juftice amongft the citizens; which 
having taken deep root, will not eafily fuffer themfelves to be eradicated by thofe 
foul ufurpers, avarice, cruelty,, and ambition; which firft make themfelves mafters 
of the human mind, and then excite it to thofe extravagancies, that lay wafte the 
moft flourifhing kingdoms. 


An inftitution of the youth in focial qualifications was therefore agreed upon: 
but the parent was thought an: improper perfon to be intrufted with it, left the chil- 
dren might receive any wrong bias from his fentiments, his example, or his. partial 
regard for them. Public fchools were appointed; and the wifeft of the Magi to 
prefide and inftrué&: the young Perfian, not indeed in mufic, in rhetoric, and the 
fictions of poets, but the fimple qualifications of {peaking truth, and practifing 
juftice; where they were taught, that veracity was always graceful, however un- 
adorned; and learned as much to fear the practice of fraud, as the young Spartan 
the difcovery of it. Their acutenefs was neverthelels employed, though not in. act- 
ing, yet in tracing out falfhood and treachery: for this purpofe intricate cafes were 
deviled by their mafters, which they were obliged to unravel, and difclofe all the 
latent fallacy, that might fcreen an offender, or prejudice the innocent; and to fhew. 
the due merits of each party in the cafe propofed. 


All the little differences and quarrels, that arife among playfellows, were examined 
into, and decided by the ftricteft rules. and forms of juftice, where they had frequent 
occafion to aét the part of judge, accufer, and criminal, under the infpection of a 
mafter, who never failed to put the fentence in execution, if juft; if not, to punifh 
the judge for his ignorance or partiality. Thus were they always ready to become 
any ftation,in the community, that of a judicious magiftrate, an honeft and difcern- 
ing advocate, an able governor, or an obedient inoffenfive citizen. Thus had they 
learned the focial duties, before they had need of them; for it was thought more 
falutary, that the manly carriage fhould make fome incroachments on youth, than 

that: 
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that there fhouid be any danger, by the negleé& of fuch difcipline, that the follies 
of youth fhould be propagated into manhood, the public afflemblies be interrupted 
with petulancy, and milguided by ill-informed judgments, or the lives and valuable 
privileges of a people become the {port of a boyifh levity. 


Thus the bafis of our eftablifhment was the virtue of the citizens; a more durable 
and fubftantial one than can be fupplied by all the arts of policy, which fometimes 
pretend to feparate the public good from henefty, its natural ally and fupport, or 
make ufe of a counterfeit appearance of her. But where fhe refides, fhe not only 
guards the common liberty, but enlarges the happinefs of each individual; fhe 
{trengthens all ties both natural and focial; fhe cements families; preferves the filial 
and conjugal affection pure; {weetens converfe with humanity; heightens acquaint- 
ance into friendfhip, and fets no bounds to the exercife of benevolence. ‘The allies 
of a virtuous nation can fteadily rely on its fidelity, and its enemies are afraid of 


the vengeance of a people, who are lovers of juftice, and are always kindled with 
indignation and refentment at the breach of it. ; 


FH. 
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I Doubt, whether in the various ftates of Greece you will find one government of 
a more plaufible frame than that I have defcribed, or more founded in nature. 
For nature has laid down a plan for us in moft things; and the nearer approaches 
we make to her, the more we advance toward perfection in our undertaking. Now 
the plan, which nature has given us for government, is a fingle family; which is 
indeed a little natural kingdom; and a kingdom of the greateft extent can be 
looked upon as no other than a large artificial family. And it is very eafy to ob- 
ferve, that the ancient Perfian government in its parts and oeconomy bore a very 
near refemblance to this original pattern. Perhaps you will be furprifed, that our 
unpolifhed anceftors, who had neither arts nor literature amongft them, and were 
fatisfied with the fcanty products of Perfia, which {carce afforded them food and a 
covering to their bodies, fhould have been fo fuccefsful in their polity. Poffibly 
their being uncivilized is the very reafon of it; and their utter ignorance in the re- 
finements of politics made them more attentive to nature. You know, tradition 
informs us, that in the early ages of the world each family was a fort of independent 
community; and the head of it exercifed a princely jurifdiction over all the branches: 
We will fuppofe then, that a‘number of thefe {mall princes with paternal power are 
affembled together, with defign to agree upon terms of community ; perhaps on the 
fummit of a hill, in token of their eminence, whilft their numerous progeny ex- 
pected below the iffue of their counfels. I will not take upon me to relate the 
debates, which arofe in the venerable affembly ; but it is by no means difficult to 
find out the refult of them. They perceived there was little occafion for any thing 


new, 
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sew, toward forming a community, befides living together. It was agreed, that the 
fathers of families fhould retain the fame authority over, and concern for, the whole, 
which each had before in his refpective family; that the younger men fhould continue 
to be active and obedient in executing the commands of the elder, whether in peace 
or war; and that the education of children fhould now be their joint care, which 
hitherto had employed them feparately. Their children were ready to enter into fo- 
ciety, upon the-advice of their parents ; for they thought their welfare could not be 
more fafely lodged than in fuch hands. The ties of their obedience immediately 
became different. It was gratitude and filial duty (the bonds of nature) which be- 
fore obliged them; but the obligations, they then fubmitted to, were more than 
nature had enjoined, and therefore they rightly expected terms for their fubmiffion. 
The authority of the natural parent was unlimited, becaufe his affection for his iffue 
was imagined fo likewife; but the artificial parent being more likely to.deviate from 
juftice, mutual conditions were fettled, and laws obligatory on both fides. Here 
you fee the great marks and outlines of our ancient government in a very {mall 


compafs; and all fubfequent and future regulations were no. more than methods ufed. 
for the better eftablifhing this form. 


Though I afctribe much to the wifdom of our anceftors, I will not deny, that 
there was another caufe, which greatly contributed to the peace and continuation of 
our empire; for the Perfians not having then corrupted the traditions they had re- 
ceived from a diftant but unknown origin, believed, that Oromaspes was a lover 
of peace and order through all his works, which in awe of him they induftriouily 
cultivated and maintained. They knew,, that commotions and tumult were the 
delight of Armanzus;, and abhorred being the inftruments of his will, who had 
introduced difcord into paradife itfelf,, and deformed the creation; a work of fuch 
excellency, that the Almighty. did not produce it inftantaneoufly, but in fix fuc- 
ceflive parts, that the everlafting genil,. the fatraps of his heavenly court, might 
contemplate its rifing beauty, and adore the author! Thefe religious fentiments, 
which: dawned upon: us at the coming of Keyomar, that ancient prophet, were more 
clearly opened by the divine inftruétions of Zzrvan, and the Eternal Wifdom of 
Ousuane *, till ZurRDusHT’s irrefiftible beams difperfed all remains of darknefs +. 


LS, 


* A book of the higheft authority among the followers of the Magi. 


+ The reader will find, that in this and the other letters where the Perfian religion is treated of,, 
the fentiments are exattly agreeable to Dr,. Hyde’s account of it.. 
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Li Big ad cukeredss CX. 
GoBRYAS to CLEANDER. From Ecbatana. 


T is natural for any one, whofe reputation is attacked by injurious calumnies, 

and whofe warmth is heightened by a confciou{nefs of innocence, to lye under 
a perpetual uneafinefs of mind, till his honour is cleared, and his conduct juftified. 
This makes me lefs furprized at thofe expreffions of defpondency and refentment, 
which have occurred in thy late difpatches. From the firft intimation I received of 
the il humour fomented againft thee by the artifices of fome men, and the weaknefs 
of others, 1 ufed my utmoft endeavours to trace it to the fource; and after difcover- 
ing the caufes, to remove the effects of it. I found the treafurer erievoufly offended, 
that thou haft made no application to him in the courfe of thy employment; and 
for that reafon tranfmitting thy appointments with a {paring hand. His enterprifing 
genius, which all along declared itfelf for an immediate imbarking in the war, was 
of courfe oppofed tothe calmer and more confiderate meafures of Me¢apyzus and 
myfelf. As he obferved, thy letters afforded no grounds to his extravagant projects, 
he fell in the more readily with the informations of Timoctzs, the Eubcean. Pleafed 
with the flattering difcourfes of that vain rhetorician, and elated by the applaule, 
which he heard was given to his counfels by the younger fatraps, and officers of the 
army, he procured that letter, which fent thee to Thebes, whilft I was employed in 
fettling the affairs of my deceafed friend, Mecasyzus. At the fame time jo certain 
was he of the fuccefs of his Theban alliance, or perhaps fo bent on thy ruin, if it 
mifcarried, that he propofed to remove thee from Athens, afferting there were un- 
anfwerable objections to thy behaviour there; and that Timoctes fhould be ordered 
to fupply thy place. The king abfolutely refufed to confent to’this alteration, and 
took frequent opportunities to commend thy fervices publicly. Soon after arrived 
thy letter, which gave avery clear and ingenuous relation of the ftate of Thebes, 
confirmed by the difpatches we received at the fame time from Cratippus. TERI- 
BAZuS was then obliged, though with reluétance, to confefs he had been miftaken in 
the advice, which occafioned the king’s letter; and, in order to caft the blame from 
himfelf, accufed Timocres of deceiving him, who, he faid, ought to be well ac- 
quainted with thofe parts of Greece. The Eubcean was fummoned before the coun- 
cil of feven; but he found means to make his efcape; and it is ftrongly fufpected, 
that the aceufation and the efcape had their rife from the fame quarter.. Thou hast 
reafon to be fatisfied with the fhame, which overwhelms thy enemies, after the defeat 
of all their fchemes ; and thy credit with the king and miniftry is more eftablifhed 
by this fruitlefs attack, than if it had never been put to atrial. How farI engaged 
in your fupport, I leave others to inform you; but it would be injuftice to the ge- 
nerous friendfhip of Hypaspes and IntapHeERnes, not to affure you, that, had their 
own honour or fafety been concerned, they could not have exerted themfelves with 
more zeal and affiduity than they did. The king himfelf told me, when I obtained 
his leave for your Delphic journey, that no difguft of any of his minifters fhould 
leffen his regard for your merit; that the pun@ual payment of your appointments 
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fhould be ‘his particular care: ‘“ and, continued our gracious mafter, I do not 
wonder this Theban bufinefs has given CLranper uneafinels. I too eafily believed 
what carried a {pecious appearance; but though my fervants have fometimes deceived 
me, they never yet had the art to make me perfift in my error, inorder to fcreen 
their own.” 


Apottonipss the phyfician was condemned to the crofs, and executed juft ‘before 
we left Sufa. ‘Thou knoweft, that his crime, for the fake of the perfon concerned, 
muft be lightly touched. Zopyrus the youngeft fon of Mzcasyzus has left the 
court by night; and ’tis not yet known, whither he is gone. He defired to be made 
governor of Damafcus; which being refufed him on account of his youth and inex- 
perience, though with a promife of future favour, he faid with great warmth, that this 
difappointment, and his mother’s guilt, rendered it impoffible for him to appear at 
court with honour. 


Oxyatures the Mede, after having been obliged to leave Scythia by the king, 
who at prefent fits upon that throne, as I gave thee an account in my difpatches 
laft year *, has fince wandered in difguife through the provinces; and though we had 
frequent traces of him, he made fo fhort a ftay in every place he came to, and took 
fuch precautions to conceal himfelf, that we could never lay hold of his perfon till 
very lately, when he was feized in paffing through the Upper Atgypt by Puarnaces 
the governor of Thebes. From {feveral informations, which I have received con- 
cerning him, there are grounds to believe, that he was going to join AMyrrezus in 
the fens, and was projecting great defigns of bringing the Lybians a fecond time 
into Agypt. He found means to deftroy what papers he had about him, before he 
was fecured; but very large fums of money were feized in his baggage, which were 
diftributed amoneft thofe, who were inftrumental in apprehending him. 


Soon after he -was taken, he wrote a letter to the king, offering, if ‘his life might 
be fpared, to make an exact and fincere difcovery of all the practices, in which he 
had been engaged, and of the perfons, with whom he had correfponded; accom- 
panied with ftrong expreffions of remorfe for his paft conduct, and affurances of an 
inviolable fidelity for the future. The king was pleafed to refer the whole affair to 
his council of feven, and to be prefent himfelf, when it was debated; as indeed it was 
very fully. 


We confidered, that Oxyatures had been manifeftly concerned in two defigns of 
a very high and dangerous nature. The guilt of the firft indeed confifted chiefly in 
holding licentious and feditious difcourfes; but in cafe any finifter event had hap- 
pened to the empire, or the king, there is no queftion but a formed confpiracy had 
broken out. 


_ The fecond was nothing lefs than promoting the revolt of ARrrazus, and the 
junction of the Scythian forces with his. 


* Vide Letter XCV. 
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There were likewife ftrong reafons to fufpec, that his views, at the tinve of his: 
being feized, were full as pernicious and difloyal as ever. And it was very remark~ 
able, that during this long courfe of treafonable practices, he had never once made 
application for pardon, or fhewed the leaft defire of returning to his duty, till the 
moment that his life was in the power of a juftly exafperated monarch. 


As to the difcoveries, which he was in a capacity of making, it was our opinion, — 
that we knew enough of his intrigues already for any advantage, that could redound 
to the king and his government, by the prevention, or defeat of them; and the 
being acquainted with the minuter circumftances, and the names of more perfons, 
who had engaged in fuch criminal defigns, might tend to open a fcene, which the 
tranquillity of the empire would require, and the humane difpofition of ARTAXERXES 
would rather choofe, not to be difclofed. For thefe reafons we concluded almoft 
unanimoully, that he was no fit, object of the royal favour; and accordingly orders 
for putting him to death were fent to Puarnacss with fuch difpatch and fecrecy, 
that the advice of his being executed reached this place almoft before his condemna- 
tion was known, and at once put an end to all thofe cabals and interceilions, which 
were forming by his relations, (who are of the firft quality in the province of Media} 
to fave him. 


I have it in charge to communicate to thee the refult of a council held this 
night in ARTAXERXES’s apartments. It was refolved unanimoufly, that confidering 
the events of war, that may oblige the king to take part very foon im the Grecian 
quarrels, orders fhould be fent to the governors of Afia Minor to keep in readinefs 
againft next year a body of 60,000 men, to march at the firft warning; and likewife 
to the praefeéts of Phoenicia and Cyprus, to fit out a fleet of 80 galleys, with a 
proportionable number of feamen. We doubt not but the news of thofe prepara- 
tions will ftrike the Greeks with aftonifhment; but they are folely intended to put 
our empire in a condition of taking fuch a part in the affairs of its neighbours, as 
may be fuitable to its wealth and ereatnefs. Farewel.. 
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OrRSAMES to CEEANDER. 


ERODOTUS putinto my hands the other day a very extraordinary and re- 

markable piece of hiftory,, that the priefts of Memphis had given him among 
the memoirs which they had feleéted for his ufe out of their archives. “The cha- 
raéter of Hazra affords an example of many excellencies, which even the Athenian. 
ladies might copy. with great advantage to‘their conduct. 
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Srsosrris, willing to fhew his fubjeéts, how far he had extended his conquetts, 
brought with him into A®gypt numerous families of the eaft, inftructed in the 
righteous doétrines of Kryomar. Amongft thefe was the houfe of Besacu, beloved 
for his juftice and ftrit piety, and in the efteem of men moft worthy the protection 
of heaven.. But he was not exempt from the common calamity; he was led away 
captive with his family, which he had the mortification, before he reached Memphis, 
to fee reduced to his daughter, Hazta, who was too young to be affected with her 
misfortunes, and himfelf, whofe wifdom and experience taught him to fubmit to 
them. His two fons, who were in the vigour of youth, and had been trained up 
to virtue and courage, had not yet learned how to fuffer; and partly through im- 
patience of the reftraints they were under in their journey, and grief at the profpect 
of flavery, fell into violent diforders, which’ might have admitted a remedy, but 
they refuted to accept it, alledging in excufe for themfelves, that they did not make 
a cowardly revolt from the ftation, which providence’ had placed them in, but re- 
tired at its call to the feats of blifs, from a life altagether difhonourable to them- 
felves, and unprofitable to the world. Bzsacs, upon his arrival at Memphis, found, 
that his reputation amongft his countrymen had ftood him in fome ftead, as he 
was placed above the ordinary rank of flaves, and employed about the kine’s houf- 
hold. The death of his fons however hung heavy upon his mind; and the confola- 
tion he found in his furviving daughter, was much allayed by paternal anxiety for 
her welfare. He thought honourably of his family, and wifhed her an education 
fuitable to it; but he defpaired of that at a time, when he with much difficulty 
procured her the neceffaries of life. He refolved, notwithftanding, not to be want- 
ing in that material part, which himofelf could fupply; he early implanted in her 
bofom fuch maxims, as would be moft ferviceable, when fhe came to confider her 
condition, the feeds of humility, courage, and chaftity. The forming of her mind 
was his peculiar care; nor did he neglect inftructing her, how to exprefs it with 
propriety and grace. He did not pretend to contribute the ornamental parts of a fe- 
male addrefs; nor was he folicitous, whether fhe attained them or not, fince without 
them fhe was lefs expofed to obfervation. Neverthelefs the growing virtues he had 
ftored her bofom with, infenfibly affected her whole carriage, and gave a polith, 
beyond the power of art, to ber perfon; for a graceful mein is the natural refult of 
a cultivated mind, and where that is wanting, the refinements of a court are only 
fpecious, and want their proper foundation; they are artfully put on to reprefent 
fuch qualities of the mind, as are not to be found in it. Hazia had a look of great 
modefty, which is fo amiable in the fex; and no wonder, fince fhe had been trained 
up to that virtue. She had an engaging fimplicity in her countenance; for fhe had 
been taught no artifice. Her converfation was pleafing, becaufe it flowed from hu- 
manity and reafon. Her gefture and afpect were eafy and becoming, becaufe nature 

had not been wanting to her, and fhe had been careful not to deviate from it. Had 
"the been introduced into an affembly of the higheft Avgyptian ladies, her behaviour 
would have given no offence; and had the affembly been formed of ladies from dif- 
ferent courts, though fhe would have differed fomething from all, it is probable, her 
carriage, which was moftly the refult of nature and virtue, would have bid faireft 
for their common imitation. 
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The forefight of Besacu, her father, and her own retired life had not concealed 
her from the notice of MenzTu, a young gallant at court, who waited an opportu- 
nity of doing a fervice to Haran the minifter, that he might have fome pretence of 
begging fo {mall a boon, as one of the flaves of Szsostris. Bzsacu, knowing the 
defencelefs fituation of his beauteous ward, was continually on the watch, and nota 
little troubled to find, that young Mrwern divided all his time betwixt thofe walks, 
which Hazia frequented, and an affiduous attendance upon Haran. His fears 
were too great not to affect the compofure of his mind. Hazzia perceived a furpriz- 
ing change, without fufpecting any additional ground for it; and would frequently 
retort his own precepts upon him. ‘“ Father, fhe would fay, you have taught me, 
‘ that misfortunes are the beft {chool ; that to repine is to uppraid heaven; that the 
“ necefiaries of life are few, and every thing elfe may be fupplied by chearfuinefs 
“ and content. How is it, that you retract your doétrines, and make me fufpect 
their reality? Will you fhew me fo ill an example, as to yield to your fufferings; 
and deprive me not only of your life, (which your cares will foon put an end to) 
‘but even of the pattern and principles, which I have only to rely upon, if provi- 
«© dence fhould make me an orphan as well as a flave?” Brsacn was affected. be- 
yond expreflion with fuch difcourfe, and diffembled his concern as well as he could 
and whenever he perceived his gloomy thoughts were likely to get the better.of him, 
he always retired from her company. He feldom could compofe himfelf to reft, till 
it was late; and frequently fpent the time of fleep in uneafy reflections and broken. 
foliloquies, wandring about the porticos and private walks of the palace, and at his 
return pretended he had been employed in fome fervice by the officers of the court. 
His melancholy apprehenfions had taken poffeffion of him one evening, when he fat 
down under alow dark arch, (which led to the apartments of the flaves) ruminating 
on the miferies of his country, particularly of his own family, and the difhonour 
which feemed pointed at his daughter; when unexpectedly he faw a man glide acrofs 
the court, and make direétly towards the king’s apartment. At firft he thought it. 
was only a creature of his: own melancholy imagination, becaufe he knew every body 
within the bounds of the court was at reft at that hour, except the guards, who 
durft not,. without fome good reafon, move from their pofts. He indulged his cu- 
riofity fo far, however, as to ftep gently after him, and foon found he was not de- 
ceived ;. he was near enough to perceive the man lay a poniard down at his feet, 
and with great facility loofen the bars of a window, with an inftrument he had 
brought with him for that purpofe. Brsacn apprehended nothing lefs than a 
defperate affaffination of the king: whereupon he drew toward him with the ut- 
moft caution, and under favour of the fhade, and the man’s eager attention to 
his defign, he got near enough to fnatch up the poniard, and prefenting it.to his. 
breaft, “ Villain, faid he, I will not fuffer a great prince to fall by the hands of an 
“ affaffin.” The man fell trembling at his feet, and was going to beg for mercy, . 
when -the guards, who heard the outcry of Busacn, flew towards them in an. 
inftant. Brsacu delivered him into. their hands, and returned. home to his.daugh+ 
ter, fully purged of his melancholy by this. lucky accident; and with, the greateft 
chearfulnefs,. “ Hazra, fays he, I hope you: are now out of the reach of a dan-. 
«© per, which I durft not fo much as acquaint you with yefterday. That. courtier, 
‘© whom you. have obferved in your. walk, and about our lodging, thinks you not 
“«¢ without beauty, and intends to afk Haran to oblige him with fo {mall a favour, 
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« as one of the king’s flaves.” She was going to declare, how much more eligible 
death was, than fuch a ftain to her virtuous family, when her father affured her, 
that by to-morrow fhe would not be in the difpofal of Haraw himfelf, if SzsosTris 
was not the moft ungrateful of all princes. Upon which he acquainted her with the 
happy turn, that his affairs were likely to take, which gave them both a moft agree- 
able expectation of the event. . 


The next day upon examination it appeared, that the affaffin had been hired to 
this defperate undertaking by the remains of that party, who oppofed SgsosTrRis at 
his return into Egypt, and had fet the crown upon his brother’s head. So he ex- 
pired in torments, agreeably to the laws of AEgypt; and when his body was brought 
to the: banks of the Nile to be tranfported for burial, the inquifitors into his life 
judged him unworthy of a place of reft, and left his corps to be toffed by the 
waves, and expofed to devouring fifhes. SzsosTRis was acquainted with Brsacn’s 
fidelity, and ordered Haran to reward him, as-one, who had faved the life of his 
prince. He and his family were immediately declared free, and a fmall employ- 
tent of fome credit in the houfhold was conferred on him, Besacu was well pleafed - 
with the fecurity which freedom brought along with it; and his moderation was fa- 
tisfied with an accefs of fortune, which raifed him confiderably above want, though 
not to that condition, which his fervices might reafonably lay claim to. For Haran 
did not think proper to reward an action very liberally, the merit of which he in- 
tended chiefly to transfer upon himfelf. He greatly magnified his.own vigilance and 
activity ; he affured the king, he had difcovered the whole confpiracy;.and he put 
many of the nobles to death, upon flight fufpicions, or private refentment. He pre- 
tended to have fecured the throne to Szsosrris by cutting off all poffibility of a 
future revolt, and conduéted the whole with fuch a zeal for his fervice, at a time 
when there was fome appearance of danger, that the king thought he could not fuf-- 
ficiently recompence him. He made open profeffions of his high efteem for him,. 
and faid, “ the enemies of Haran. were rebels to his crown; and his fubjects could 
« not better fhow their loyalty,. than by reverencing the man, to whom he was in- 
< debted for his kingdom.” Such declarations ftruck: the court with terror, who 
knew the warmth of, the king’s temper, and encreafed the natural haughtinefs of 
Haran: he thought himfelf little lefs than divine, and the fubjeéts of SzsosTrRIs - 
approached him with.as much awe, as a: guilty mortal. does the altar of the Gop, . 
whom he fears to have offended.. 


Besacu could not but obferve, to what an-height Haran had raifed himfelf upon 
the reputation of, a fervice, which himfelf-had the greateft fhare in, but-he fhewed 
not the leaft. difeuft, he paid.a reverence to his fuperior ftation without flattery, . 
which he could not praétife, though he had»been .a flave. However as this carriage 
was not fo. full of. obeifance as-Haran expected, he feldom came into his prefence. 
He wanted not to enlarge his fortune; and he thought -himéelf fecure in‘the good will 
of the king.. But it was not long before he had reafon to know, that having merit 
toward a prince is not a fufficient cuard.again{t thofe. who have free-accefs.to him. 
Haran was eafily induced to believe, that he had not Brsacn’s affections, becaufe 
he knew he did not deferve them; and was confirmed in this opinion by the neglect 
which he thought he faw in his behaviour. He had therefore been fome time ane! 
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mined upon his ruin. How to effect this was fome difficulty : difloyalty was an han- 
dle he wifhed for; but all fufpicions of that kind would appear groundlefs, when 
charged upon Besacn. He laid out feveral ‘contrivances in his mind to that pur- 
pole, and opened himfelf one day on that fubject to Menetu, whofe inclination for 
Besacn’s daughter was now no fecret to him. Mrnzru immediately fuecefted a 
method to him, which gained his approbation at once for though it was exceeding 
cruel, it was well difguifed. ‘* Thofe people, faid he, whom the king brought from 
“* the eaft, have, fome of them, gained their -liberty, and though they enjoy the 
“* privileges of Aigyptians, they repine at the fervitude of the reft: they are alto- 
gether difaffected, and wait for fome change to their advantage. They are con- 
tinually inftilling difficulties into the people concerning religion, in which they 
differ widely from the natives,’ They defire nothing more than the extirpation of 
our ancient rites, and the venerable worfhip'of our anceftors. If you would ac- 
quaint the king of the danger to be apprehended from fuch a party, he would 
give up the lives of fo many for the peace of his kingdoms; and ‘your enemy 
would fall amoneft the reft, without being fuppofed to be particularly aimed at.” 
The bloodinefs of this projet was no obftacle to Haran’s thirft of revenge ; he 
applauds it highly, and goes immediately to the’ king. ‘*O Sesostris, fays he, the 
“* Gods have given you an empire without: bounds ; may the days of your life be 
without number. Your throne is now fecured againft its moft dangerous enemies ; 
the leaders in the late faction are ‘entirely taken off; and I much wondered at the 
folly of their attempt, and could not eafily conceive, what numbers they would 
raife to feize on your throne, or attempt any thing great, fince their depriving you 
of life (which was their firft aim) would only have roufed your fubjeéts to ven- 
geance, inftead of ftrengthening their party, But I have fince difcovered, that 
their chief confidence was in the difcontent of thofe flaves, whom you have 
brought from the eaft. They are very numerous; and though at prefent Jow, 
and by no means dangerous, yet may not be fo eafily dealt with, if an experienced 
leader were at their head. The fecurity of the crown is my fole intereft, and the 
{pring of my ambition. I am alarmed at the diftant approaches of danger, and 
would even have the poffibility of it anticipated”. The kine’s anfwer was fhort 
and determinate, that he confided in him for the fuppreffion of thof rebels, 


ee 
ee 
tc 
GC 
.44 
G6 


cs 


ce 
6 
G6 
66 
ce 
44 
G6 
ce 
ce 
eC 
<4 


é¢ 


This was fufficient authority for Haran ; he formed a decree under the royal 
name, with accufations highly aggravated againft that miferable people, who were to 
be put to death wherever they were found through the kingdom; and the magiftrates 
were ftrictly charged with the execution. He immediately communicated this to his 
confident; “‘ and now, Menzrn,: fays he, -fuccefs depends folely on ourfelves ; and 
** the firft ftep toward it is to fecure Brsacit in fome fafe place, left he apply to the 
** king, or by any means efcape the general maffacre?, Mernetu was glad to re- 
move fuch an obftacle to his vicious inclinations, and undertook the performance of 
that part. ‘*I know, fays he, his conftant walk is northward of the city: he’ ‘fhall 
** be feized this very evening by faithful hands, and conveyed down the river to that 
“* old caftle, which ftands where the Nile divides itfelf.? The propofal was well re- 
ceived, and he went immediately to command the execution of it, MeneTH was 
in much anxiety for the event, till toward midnight, when one of the villains whom 
he had employed, returned to inform him, that every thing was conducted with 

fecrecy, 
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fecrecy, and that Besacm was under a guardin the caftle. He no fooner heard this, 
than he went to Besacu’s houfe, and almoft forcing an admiffion to his daughter ; 
“© Hazia, faid he with a dejected air, it is neceffity, and your extreme danger only, 

that could make me break in upon your retirement at fo late an hour. You muft 
have heard, that the court entertains fome jealoufy of your nation; and at the 
hazard of my life I will venture to inform you, that it will not be appeafed with- 
“ out fhedding of blood. Bzsacu, your father, is apprehenfive of it, and is fled, 
“¢ flattering himfelf that your weak fex would be your protection, but I myfelf faw 

the decree, which enjoins a general flaughter without any exemption. The hazard 
I run in this difcovery ought to merit your confidence, which if you pleafe to: re- 
pofe in me, it may be your prefervation. I can Jodgevyou near the king’s apart- 
ment till the execution be over, with the greateft privacy and fecurity to your 
life and honour; aad will afterward procure your pardon, or the means of efcape.” 
Hazzia trembled at this account ; fhe knew not what part to fufpeét; and her father’s 
not returning feemed to be a confirmation of it, She wept bitterly at the apprehen- 
fion of fuch a flaughter of innocent people, whom fhe was allied to; befides the 
uncertainty of her own and her father’s fafety. She had no inclination to put herfelf 
into the hands of Meneru; but there was little room for deliberation, when fhe 
had no other protection at hand: fhe accepted therefore the offer of being lodged 
near the royal apartment, which feemed to prefage nothing difhonourable. She was 
not difappointed to find, that he made her frequent vifits there, and teized her with 
a paffion, which fhe was little difpofed to attend to. However, fhe bore it with in- 
difference at firft, becaufe fhe knew the palace was her fanctuary; and the guards 
pofted at convenient diftance might eafily be alarmed. But when Menetra magni- 
fied her obligations to him, and talked to her as one indebted to him for her life, 
fhe could not bear to be upbraided with a favour, for which fhe could make no re- 
turn. Her condition grew exceeding irkfome; and at the peril of her life, fhe re- 
folved upon an expedient to alter 1. There was a fpacious gallery adjoining, 
adorned with the ftatues and effigies of ancient kings and lawgivers, and furnifhed. 
with ineftimable volumes of priefts and poets, the improvers of human. fociety.. 
Here Sesostris fpent feveral hours every day, ruminating upon the duties of a prince 
and the arts of government; and while he was thus engaged, Hazzia had the bold- 
nefs to break in upon his retirement, and throwing herfelf proftrate, in. the utmoft 
confufion, and with fome extravagance of gefture; “O king,, faid fhe, famed for 
« your greatnefs of foul more than conqueft, do not ftain your glory by deftroying 
¢ the life of a helplefs virgin. Iam the daughter of Bzsacu,. who afk. mercy of 
« Sesostris. Do not fhed the blood of him, whofe fidelity preferved you from the 
‘ hand of a vile affafiin.” The king was difturbed at her appearance and. faid,. 
« Tuady, your mind is difordered; your own melancholy creates your diftrels. Bz- 
sacH and his family are ever entitled to my favour.” He immediately withdrew, 
and ordered, that Besacu fhould give an. account of this.interruption. Haran was. 
greatly alarmed at the news of this incident, and going inftantly to the king,. took. 
the advantage of his opinion,,.that Hazta was diftracted,, and told.him, fhe was put: 
under proper care, till her father’s return, who. was faid to be abroad... The king; 
was pretty well pacified with this account. A report, that Szsosrris had made: 
enquiry: after Brsacu, had now reached the ear of thofe who had him in cuftody ;; 
which fo terrified them, that they fled. with great precipitation, and left him.to his 


OW: 


ce 


ce 


ce 


a4 


6c 


66 


ee 


66 


a 


a 


a 


DC 


a ATHENIAN LETTERS. 


own difpofal ; which he:no fooner obferved, than he feized the opportunity, and re- 
turned to Memphis, where all occurrences during his fhort abfence foon came to his 
knowledge. He repaired immediately to the king and affured him, that the inter- 
ruption of his facred retirement from his daughter was the effect of her well-grounded 
fears; that fhe had.reafon to apprehend the worft of ills from the undeferved malice 
of his enemies; that himfelf had juft been releafed from prifon, where he had fuf- 
fered great hardfhips, and expected death, without knowing for what crime, or by 
whofe order. ‘ Nor do I expeé to prolong life by this efcape, added he; your 
“ royal decree, which pronounces all your ealtern captives rebels, and deftines them 
“ to deftruction, includes me in that number; and I willingly fubmit to fuffer with 
‘© my countrymen, or rather would fuffer for them, fince I have too much reafon 
“© to believe myfelf particularly aimed at, and the fole caufe of their calamity.” 


Cal 
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Sesostris till now was ignorant of Besacn’s relation to that people. Upon this 
information, his face glowed like fire; his indignation fhewed itfelf in all his gef- 
tures ; his eyes fhot forth beams like thofe malignant ftars, that threaten the world 
with defolation. He perceived, that he had been abufed by his favourite; he faw 
plainly the malice of Haraw;.and his abhorrence of him was raifed in proportion to 
the abufe of his confidence. He ordered him to fpend the remainder of his life in 
that miferable ftate, from which Besacn had efcaped. He foon found, how indif-: 
ferently his preferver Busacn had been recompenfed for his fervice; and to make: 
him fatisfa¢tion, affured him, that:the higheft honors and wealth of Memphis were 
open to him. But Brsacu’s moderation would not be prevailed upon to accept of 
any thing, but a {mall territory near Thebes for his captive countrymen™; which 
their pofterity now enjoy, and live feparate from the natives of Aigypt in the worfhip 
of the true God. The hiftorians add, that Szsostris was fo captivated with the 
beauty and virtues.of Hazra, that he raifed her to the throne of Aigypt; and that 
the blood of that eaftern lady flowed in the veins of the A¢gyptian kings through 
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CLrEANDER to Hypaspes. From Delphi. 


Continued at Thebes, till a letter from the chief fcribe gave me full information 

of the caufe, as well as defeat, of my enemies defigns. The teftimony of my 

royal mafter in my favour, and the fortunate effects of that generous protection, which 

Anrapuernes and thyfelf afforded to an old dependant in the time of his diftrefs, 
have reftored me to my former fpirits and tranquillity. 


* See Letter XLVII. 


: + The intelligent reader cannot but obferve a great refemblance between this ftory and that of 
ifther. ; 
I fet 
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I fet out immediately on my Delphic expedition, accompanied by Proc.zs an 
Athenian, and Arcuras a Theban, an old man of remarkable piety and fimplicity 
of manners. The former is, like myfelf, induced to take this journey merely through 
motives of pleafure and curiofity. His agreeable turn of converfation, and equal 
vein of good humour, render him the beft travelling companion I ever met with. 
The latter goes to confult the oracle on domeftic concerns ; and by his acquaintance 
in thofe parts of Greece, fecured to us a favourable reception at the houies of our 
hofts on the road. After croffing the river Cephiffus, we entered Phocis ; and, as we 
approached Delphi, paffed the celebrated valley, where Larus was killed by his fon 
C&dipus. It lies on a defcent, and is fo narrow, as {carce to afford room for a fingle 
man or horfe. The fepulchre of the Theban king, and a domeftic, who was mur- 
dered with him, are ereéted in a ruftic manner with piles of {tones on one fide of the 
road: The city of Delphi ftands on the fouthern declivity of mount Parnafius, 
which by an old tradition is faid to be fituated in the middle of the earth. It is 
furrounded with precipices, which form at a diftance a perfpective rough and wild, 
but romantic and agreeable; fo that the place, not content with the fanétity and 
reverential awe infpired by the fhrine of its god, has all the advantages of natural 
ftrength to defend it from facrilegious violence. Our firft vifit was to THEAGENES, 
a prieft of the temple, to whom Proctzs and myfelf were introduced by Agcutas. 
His houfe will be our lodging, whilft we ftay here ; and, without any difrefpect to 
the curiofities of the place, his converfation is my chief entertainment. He has the 
care of the facred records, which he has brought from a {tate of confufion into excel- 
lent order. His learning is extenfive, but folid, rendered ufeful by the readinefs, 
with which he communicates it, and amiable by the fingular candor and modetty, 
which accompany it. He fpeaks of his religion in fuch a manner, as to fupport the 
dignity of his profeffion, yet without offending thofe, who claim a right to think 

- and talk of it more freely. In the morning one of the Periegetai, whofe profeflion 
it is to fhew the antiquities of the place, made us an offer of his fervice, which they 
do to all ftrangers immediately after their arrival. We began with taking a general 
furvey of the city, which is divided into three parts ; the upper town, the middle 
one, where the temple ftands, and the lower town. ‘The city in general is but indif= 
ferently built; the ftreets are narrow and irregular, many of them winding round 

~the craggy paths of the mountain. If being employed in facred offices contributes 
towards rendering a people ‘virtuous, thofe of Delphi are eminently fo, fince the 
fervice of the temple finds bufinefs for the greateft part of the inhabitants; and no 
{mall profits arife to them from the vaft concourfe of ftrangers, who come from all 
arts to confult the oracle. Our guide afterwards led us to a theatre, and the portico 
called Lefche, where are three pictures of Porycnotus dedicated to APOLLO by the 
Cnidians. The fubject of one is the taking of Troy ; of another, the embarkation of 
the Greeks for their return; of the third, the defcent of Utysszs into hell, as defcribed 
in the Odyfley of Homer. The fecond of thefe pictures alone contains above one hun- 
dred figures, whofe names are marked at the feet of each; which ufeful invention 
ereatly affifts the {pectators to underftand the defign of the painter. We ftaid fo long to 
admire the variety of countenances, habits, and attitudes, expreffed with that truth 
of defign and force of colouring peculiar to the works of Potycnortus, that the even- 
ing infenfibly wore upon us. We returned to THEAGENES to fupper, and deferred 
our yifit to the temple till next day. . 
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This magnificent edifice was built in the 58th Olympiad (after the firft temple 
had been burnt;) at the common charge of all. Greece, under the direétion of 
SpinTHARus of Corinth, who engaged to finifh it for 300 talents. Such was the 
veneration paid to the deity its protector, that foreign ftates, as well as private per- 
fons, contributed towards carrying on the work; particularly Amasis king of Aigypt, 
and the Alcmeonidz, a noble Athenian family, who were banifhed their native 
country by Pisisrrarus, and came to fettle at Delphi, The front is of Parian 
marble; the reft of the edifice is built with a hard white ftone called Porus. The 
pediment of the principal front is ornamented with fculptures, reprefenting Latona, 
Apollo, Diana, and the nine mufes. In the pediment of the weftern front, are 
Bacchus and the Menades. ‘Thefe {culptures were begun by Praxias an Athenian, 
and after his death finifhed by another Athenian named ANpDRosTHENES. As we 
entered the porch, we took notice of the fentences of the feven Grecian wife men, 
** Know thyfelf, &c.” left there by each of thofe philofophers in their hand-writing, 
when they vifited the temple. In the fame place is a brazen ftatue of Homer; in 
the pedeftal is infcribed an oracle bidding him beware of an zenigma, which, accord- 
ing to an old but perhaps fabulous tradition, was the occafion of his death, through. 


vexation, that he could not interpret it. ‘The columns within are hung round with 


the arms and enfiens taken at Salamis and Plataa. It was, thou may{t imagine, my 
noble friend, the moft: difagreeable circumftance in taking a furvey of the temple, 
to fee fo many eternal monuments of the Grecian victories over us confecrated 
folemnly to the. deity of the place, and defcending to pofterity as indelible marks 
of their triumphs and our difgrace. I beheld with concern the ftatues of MILTIADEs, 
and the ancient heroes of Attica, Cecrops and Panpron, carved by Puiptas out of 
the booty taken at Marathon. When I went on further, and our guide in pompous: 
language pointed to the palm-tree of bronze, and the gilt Mrnerva, fent hither 
after Crmon’s fucceffes, it was with difficulty, that I repreffed my fighs, and checked 
my juft warmth. But I faw with fecret pleafure the trophies fet up by the ftates of 
Greece for their conquefts over each other, which in fome degree obliterate the me- 
mory of thefe loffes, or at leaft render them more fupportable. ‘There is a chapel 
juft finifhed out of the riches gained by the Athenians in the prefent war, Beaks 
of fhips, brazen bucklers, and arms ftained with blood are hung round the fides ; 
and an infcription on a marble tablet commemorates the battle of Naupactus *, and 
the praifes of PHormro the Athenian admiral, with a recital of the names of the 
vanquifhed cities, Corinth, Sparta, and Megara. 


The temple is in all parts embellifhed with innumerable prefents of common- 
wealths, princes, and private perfons, which I fhould tire thee to defcribe particu- 
larly. Deluded men! as if even the protection of their own Gods, fuppofing them 
real, could be obtained by the ambitious, the deceitful, or the covetous, for a filver 
vafe, or an embroidered robe; or as if the pious, the humane, and the jutt,. ftood. 
in need of fuch corrupt recommendations. Croesus, king of Lydia, was during 
his reign the moft generous adorer of the Delphic God; they fhewed a golden lion, 
feveral facrificing utenfils finely emboffed, and bracelets fet with jewels, amounting, 
as they told us, to the value of 254 talents, which he fent hither at different times. 


* Letter XLVI. 
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There can be no ftronger example than his of the fatal effects of mifguided piety. 
The priefts, not contented with amufing that unfortunate prince by dark and myfte- 
rious anfwers, hurried him on, by one fatally ambiguous, to the imprudent ftep of 
paffing the river Halys to attack our great Cyrus, which coft him his kingdom. 
It was with good reafons, that after his captivity he fent to reproach the God with 
having ungratefully deceived a monarch, who was his greateft benefactor. ‘Thou 
wilt not wonder, that the riches of the place have often expofed it to hoftile fury. 
Not to enlarge upon the attempts of Danaus and Pyrraus in old times, fuffice it 
to fay, that the temple was pillaged by the Criffeans in the 44th Olympiad; and 
that the unfuccefsful attack made by a detachment of Xerxes’s army was attended 
with too remarkable circumftances to be foon forgot. 


By the particular favour of THzacEnzs, we were admitted to take a fhort view of 
the fanctuary. The chafm in the earth, from which Apotto’ reveals his prophetic 
dictates, is always covered with a tripod, a kind of hollow table with three feet, 
on which the Pythia is placed. in a pofture the moft convenient to receive the 
infpiring vapour, A curtain made of a fkin, which they call the hide of the 
monfter Python, conceals the holy virgin from profane eyes. 


As we went out of the temple, we obferved a venerable old man, who looked like 
one of the inferior priefts, employed with particular gravity in admonifhing fome 
birds to retire, who had perched themfelves upon the columns and ftatues at the 
entrance. He told them that he fhould be extremely concerned to be inftrumental 
in the death of animals, whofe various flights foretold to mankind the unerring will 
of the immortal Gods. The birds feemed to take no notice of this ‘pathetic 
harangue, and continued their chirping; upon which the old prieft with great 
indignation took up a bow and arrows, that lay by him, and exerted his fkill in 
archery fo effectually, as foon to difperfe thefe profane molefters of the temple. 
My friend Procres and myfelf, who with no fmall difficulty had preferved our 
gravity at the ridiculous ftories of our conduétor, could not upon this occafion 
help afking him, with a fmile, the office of this prieft, who feemed to have fo large 
a fhare in the dexterity of the far-fhooting Apotto his patron. THracenes, who 
accompanied us, prevented him by faying, that though by his founding title 
yevsopunak 7S @sé, guardian of the gold of the God, he might feem to be of high 
.confequence amonegft them, his employment was really no other, than to wath the 
pavement of the temple with water from the fountain Caftalia; to fill two marble 
urns, which ftand at the entrance, from that fpring ; to place branches and crowns 


of frefh laurel in proper places: and to perform thofe ceremonies towards the birds, 
of which we had juft been {pectators. 


Thou, my noble friend, who adhereft to the law delivered by Zoroaster, with 
a zeal and fincerity becoming its primitive profeffors, mayft fmile at thefe extrava- 
gancies of the Greek fuperftitions ; but thou wilt have no reafon to be furprized at 
them, when thou confidereft, that from the earlieft ages the artful and defigning 


have concurred to keep the credulous multitude in the darknefs of religious 
ignorance, 
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Hypasrpes to CLEANDER. 


| Dasidaes wilt be furprized to hear, that Orsames, whom thou fuppofeft fill 
engaged in the myfterious learning and ftupendous works of egypt; or whom 
perhaps thou flattereft thyfelf to be preparing for a vifit to thee, in order to crown’ 
his obfervations with the more humane ftudies and finifhed arts of Greece; that the 
contemplative, the inquifitive Orsames has put an end to his curious voyage, and is 
returned to Sufa. Such was the will of the wife Arr#us, whofe commands our 
young friend has always been accuftomed to obey, from a readinefs.arifing not only’ 
from a principle of duty, but from a conftant experience of their being the kindeft as: 
well as the moft reafonable. Accordingly he flew back to court with fuch fpeed, as: 
if he had known, that the moft accomplifhed. princefs. there, and the greateft fuc- 
ceffion in the empire, waited. his arrival. 


The friendfhip,. which has long fubfifted between the families of Artaus and* 
SISAMNES, gave OrsaAMES frequent opportunities of feeing the beauteous Parmys,.. 
before he went upon_his travels. He faw and admired her; but intent.on the purfuit 
of fcience, he formed no other than the diftant hope of qualifying himfelf one day- 
to deferve her. Sisamnes, in the mean time, defcended from a long line of Hyrcanian: 
fatraps, which by the lofs of two noble fons he faw ready to end. in himfelf, turned’ 
all his views upon his. beloved Parmys; and was looking round, among the ereat: 
families of Perfia, for a youth to adopt into his own, and make happy in his daugh= 
ter. Nor could he long be in fulpenfe; the heir of ArTus foon:fixed his choice. 
Educated under a father, whofe virtues have placed him at the head of the fupreme 
tribunal, and whofe eloquence prevails in the council. of the great. kine, as, thou. 
telleft us, that of Pzrrcizs did in the Athenian affembly, Orsames fteadily kept his: 
eye, not on the dazzling honours, which are to defcend to him, but on the glorious: 
methods, by which they were acquired ; and while he-attended only.to the improve- 
ment of his-mind by the converfation of the wife, was: not confcious,. that he was 
obferved and admired by. the great. But as foon as ever this alliance was known, 
the public had but one voice about it; and the univerfal approbation it meets with, 
is a teftimony to virtue and good fenfe worthy of a lefs. degenerate age. ‘Vhe mighty 
Artaxerxes has indeed led the way, by breaking through that frugality in beftowing 
honours, which,. thou knoweft, he fo wifely obferves, and. continuing the dignities 
of S1isamnes to his fon-in-law. 


Tt was the day before the. marriage, that accompanied by the polite mage 
Teaspes, (whom the good tafte of Oxsames had diftinguifhed early among the fages 
in. the Bactrian {chools) I found him not at all elated at this near profpect of great- 
nefs, but engaged, as ufual, in thofe. ftudies, which form the. patriot. and the ttatef- 
man. ‘The archives of the empire lay open before him; he propofed feveral que=. 
ftions with that ingenuous vehemence,. which fo well becomes him; nor would he 

6 fuffer 
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faffer us to leave him, without one of thofe friendly debates, which I have often 
defcribed to thee among the chief pleafures of my Bactrian retirement. 


Let us not imagine, my dear CreanpeR, that a young:man, who comes into. 
the world with fuch difpofitions, comes into it too early... It might be a fatal expe- 
riment in moft great families ; but how few at his age-have lived and thought like 
him? We fhould rather efteem it a peculiar felicity, that he is at once car-: 
ried over that dangerous term of life, wherein fuch numbers of our noble youth 
lofe all the fruits of their education, and receive a taint, which .affects their whole 
future conduét. It is furely very unaccountable, that a courfe of luxury and riot’ 
fhould be held a neceflary preparation to.a life of virtue and..honour; and the 
inftruétions and company of philofophers. be confidered as an impediment to our 
knowledge of the world. But Orsamrs will be a ftriking inftance of the abfurdity 
of thefe. maxims. Nor need his learned friends apprehend, that the man of letters 
will be loft in the man of the world. Inftead of abandoning the arts he loved, he: 
will thew, how much they adorn the higheft ftations; nor will his increafing ac- 
quaintance among the great drive from his heart the. companions of his ftudies. 
He will not be. the. lefs their friend, becaufe he is in a -fituation: to. be their- 
patron... . 


May the power,.which watches- over the fate of the empire, infpire our rifing 
generation with an emulation of thefe virtues. So fhall the honour of the Perfian 
difcipline be reftored; and we fhall be-able to oppofe an equal band. of heroes to 
thofe fhining genii among the Greeks, who make thee tremble fometimes for the 


throne of Afia... 
Wie 


BubsTaT, ER > CXVI. 
CRATIPPUS. to CLEANDER. From Sparta. 


HEN we were at Thebes together, my CLeanpER, our converfation turned ° 

very much on the {tates of Greece;: and thou wert particularly inquifitive 
after the policy and manners-of Lacedemon. I related to thee at that time fomé 
obfervations I had made, and promifed to fend them, on my return to Sparta, more 
accurately drawn up in writing. It is indeed an unhappy circumftance, that thou 
art prevented from vifiting this feat’ of military virtue and unadulterated good fenfe; 
as well by the laws of the republic, as that jealous and inhofpitable temper, which 
is the offspring of civil war. I parted from thee with uncommon reluctance, as I 
knew, that *the difcovery of: one of my letters laft year in Athens, had reduced us 
from an open, chearful, and improving converfation, to a dry, timorous, and referved 
correfpondence. I thall write to thee indeed at prefent with more freedom, not only 


* See Letter XCL.. by f 
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becaufe the city, where thou now ‘refideft, ‘enters“not “into the feuds and politics of 
Greece, but becaufe the fubject, on which thou -defireft to be enlightened 


, Tequires 
an explicit peripicuity. | 


Whilft thou informeft thyfelf of the moft curious -circum- 
ftances attending the moft celebrated oracle in the world; let me entertain thee with 
the inftitutions and commonwealth of that laweiver, whom the fame oracle pro- 
nounced a Gop. So great was-either the reputation of' Lycurcus to command this 
teftimony, or fo greatchis art in procuring it. 


The country of Laconia has often changed its name and its poffeffors. It was 
called Lelegia from king Letex; Oebalia, from Oxrpatus the father of Castor and 
Potiux, (whofe amicable.and united government produced the known fable con- 
cerning them) and obtained the appellation it now has from king Lacepa@mon. It 
was held firft by the Achzeans. with PsLops at their head; next by the Sparti, who 
were governed by Capmus; then by the defcendants of the Argonauts; and laftly 
by the race of Hercuxes, from whom the inhabitants ‘of our days are derived. 
There is fomething, methinks, ridiculous enough in the tedious and erave hiftaries 
recorded of thefe men. Doubtlefs the craggy territory of Laconia fared ‘Jike other 
parts of Greece, when wild and uncultivated. During the early ages, the lands, 
that lay near the fea-coafts, were an harbour for pirates, who put themfelves under 
the guidance of a general or petty prince, and plundered the more fruitful, and con- 
fequently the more inhabited parts of the earth, with the greatér refolution, as they 
imagined no man would purfue them to the barren rocks, that protected them. 
Such were the Achzi and Heraclide, the firft lords of the foil, and boafted an- 
ceftors of fo polithed a pofterity; favage robbers in their original, improved by fo- 
-reign colonies, and civilized by a ftrange concurrence of whimfical events. 


‘The city of Sparta (they fay) owes its rife to king Lacepmmon. It is of a 
round figure, without walls or a citadel. The houfes are built with fingular fimpli- 
city, for the.only tools, allowed by law for building, are an axe and a hand-faw. 
‘The Eurotas runs along the eaft fide of the plain, in which it is fituated, and often 
Jays wafte the country by its inundations. It is furrounded by hills, on one fide 
rough and inacceffible, on the other varied by cafcades and torrents, which fall into 


the river, that winds impetuoufly through the valley. The very manner of the 
place is fuited to the hardy temper of the people. 


No republic has been more various in its form than this. At firft it was a mo- 
marchy, and continued in that ftate, till Procies and EurystTuHenes, the fons of 
AristopEMus. ‘They ruled it jointly, and from them two kings are entailed for 
ever on Lacedzmon. All laws were made and cancelled: at their will; all magi- 
{trates were created at their pleafure, and accountable to them. Things went on 
{moothly in the fame channel for many years, when Euryrtion; through a weak- 
nefs of underftanding,. or'a mean affectation of popularity, leffened his own power, 
and made room for the efforts of fedition. ‘The kings were afterwards defirous to 
remedy the confufion arifing from the folly or vanity of their predeceffor, and at- 
tempted to refume their former authority. But the people contended for their ima= 
ginary rights with fuch violence, that in a riot they killed one of their princes, the 
father of Lycurcus. Nothing was able now to ‘reftrain their fury; they infifted 


on 


APE NDA NY ER EeporT er RS, 279 
on a chimerical equality of ranks, and overthrew the diftinctions and neceffary fub- 
ordinations of fociety. Every man, who had the leaft knowledge of the laws, in- 
vented fubtleties to evade them, pretended to interpret them, and would have im- 
pofed his private fenfe for the public opinion. In this captious difpofition, the 
flighteft offence from the magiftrate confirmed the abfurdity, increafed the obftinacy, 
and raifed the infolence of an exafperated multitude. Lycurcus alone ventured to 
oppofe the torrent with equal fpirit and abilities ; nor did the lofs of an eye affect 
him, which in a warm debate was ftrack out by the faGtious Arcanprr. He began 
with concerting a f{cheme among his friends for a thorough reformation; then formed 


a council of thirty among the principal citizens, and ftationed a guard of foldiers 
in the forum, to prevent an infurrection; rightly judging, t 


g, that a violent difeafe re- 
quired as: violent.a remedy. When this was done, and the commonwealth had 
given him a power of new modelling the conftitution, he eftablifhed a fenate with 
the kings at their head, and gave laws to the people, which, without being com- 
mitted to writing, he has contrived to engrave on their hearts by the rigor of educa- 
tion. They are recorded no where except in the verfes of TeRpanperR, who has 
reduced them into the meafures of poetry. Their number is not large, for, as 
Cuarizaus very fmartly faid, ‘* They, who ufe few words, can want but few laws.” 
Fortitude and a contempt of pleafure are principally inculcated there. Every citizen 
is obliged ftriétly to conform to them; for which reafon Pausanias thought Sparta 
anfwered the trueft notion of a free government, when he pronounced it to be “ the 
“* empire of laws, and not of men.” As Lycurcus had travelled into all parts of 
the world, he had great opportunities of comparing the practice of different legifla- 
tors. He examined the different inftitutions of Minos in Crete, went into Spain: 
and Africa, and even converfed with the Gymnofophifts in India. From Aégypt he 
took the hint of making the foldiers a diftinét body from thofe who were occupied 
in the labors of the tillage; and after he had compounded the beft fyflem, which 
the wifdom of others, or his own could invent, he forbad the laws of all ftates, that 
differed from Lacedzmon, to be commended, or even mentioned in Sparta,. It is 
owing to the fame caution, that no citizen is fuffered to travel-into foreign parts. 
On being afked by fomebody, why he gave an ariftocratical, not a popular, turn to 
the conftitution, he bad him “ go and try the experiment at home.” The queftion 
was avery odd one, in acity, that had fuffered fo much: from the fury of the peo- 
ple. Lycurcus died at Delphi by voluntarily abftaining from food, becaufe he had. 
folemnly obliged his countrymen. with an oath to obey his laws till his return; a 
thing, which he never intended. Satisfied, that he had lived fufficiently for his. 
country, he chofe to leave the world,. when he was. old, with an intrepidity agreea- 
ble to his ftern character; and thought it unbecoming:a great man to die timoroufly 
and weakly, or to out-live his memory and parts in indolence.. His. citizens pay 
him divine honours in a temple they have built to-him, not fo much out of regard 
to the fenfe of the oracle,.as'to.the dictates of their.own grateful: hearts. 


While he was in Tonia, he recovered Homrr’s poems from the defcendants of Cre-- 
opuitus, and publifhed them in Greece. In Crete too he put himfelf under the care’ 
of Tuates, a writerof Lyric odes, and was:inftructed by him. It appears, that he 
had fome tafte for polite literature, though he has carefully extinguifhed the love of 
it in his commonwealth. for it is remarkable, that their diale&t is fo. uncouth, and 
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the people are taught by. the law'to be fo fparing of words, that no man in Lace- 
demon ever raifed his fame as a poet. AucMmaNn is the only exception to this re- 
mark; and.he, by a-furprizing ftrength of genius, has made himfelf admired over 
all Greece. The beauty and juftnefs of his fentiments are the more ftriking, as the 
words, -which clothe them, are inelegant. Befides the fuppreffion of fuperfluous 
difcourfes, and the entertainments of the theatre, there is nothing tends fo effectu- 
ally to damp all attention to letters among the Spartans, as that inftitution of Ly- 
curcus, by which the magiftrate is made the licenfer of every {prightly and literary, 
as well as political compofition, and the right of judging in matters of tafte is un- 
naturally transferred from the impartial voice of the public, the beft and only 
arbiter in thofe cafes, to the thrones of the Ephori. Such are the fetters laid upon 
wit in Sparta, both by the roughnefs of their language, and the genius of their 
policy. 


They contemn the refinements of fcience and fubtle fpeculations: they pretend, 
that no ftudies are encouraged here, but thofe, which ftrengthen the underftanding, 
without perplexing it, and polifkh the manners, without enervating them. It is 
their opinion, that we are born for action, and not theory; and for the fervice, ra- 
ther than the entertainment of mankind.. Oratory is not only neglected, but ab- 
horred in Sparta. They have no idea of what it is to be copious, and banifhed 
CepuisopHon for faying, ‘* he could talk a whole day upon any queftion.” . A rhe- 
torician told one of their kings, that eloquence was the moft excellent gift to man- 
kind; he anfwered, ‘‘ You do well to fay fo, becaufe, when you are commanded 
“© filence, you are ufelefs.’ The fententious brevity, and exquifite poignancy of 
the Laconic way of talking, are grown into a proverb. They laugh at the artful 
turns and round periods of the Athenians, and teach their children from:their in- 
fancy to comprehend much in a fhort phrafe; to expreis at once their whole meaning, 
fo as to vie in the manner of conveying their thoughts with the quickne(s of thought 
itfelf. Thus.the Spartans are fond of dexterity, not only in the exercifes of war, 
‘but in thofe of the underftanding, They have the moft exalted notions of liberty, 
and define it to be a contempt of death, with the love of virtue. Jutt before the 
‘invafion of Greece, Buris and SpeRTHES went to XERxes to be punifhed in the 
name of their city, agreeably to the commands of the oracle, as a fatisfaction for 
the:murder of thofe meffengers Darius had fent to them. The king was pleafed 
with their bravery, and generoufly forgave them: he then afked them to continue 
with him, and commanded Inparnes to make them large offers, and prefs them 
very warmly. But they fteadily refufed, and told Inparnezs, ‘“* He knew what it 
<¢ was to be a fervant, but was ignorant of the bleffings of liberty; for if he had 
“ tafted itr, he would have advifed them to maintain it, not only with the weapons 
“ of a foldier, but, for want of them, with a fpade, or mattock, or any inftrument 
“* of defence they could meet with.” No freedom of difcourfe is allowed any where 
but in the fenate or the affembly. It is efteemed an impertinent curiofity to difcufs 
fuch points, except in thofe places, which the magiftrate ordains, or on thofe occa- 
fions, which the conftitution marks out. A man would be branded with infamy for 
a minute examination into the affairs of his acquaintance; or even attending a court 
of juftice, if his own bufinels did not call him there, 


Thou, 
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Thou, my excellent friend, whe art practifed in the ways of men, muft have ceafed 
lone fince to be moved by the tranfports of admiration: but art thou not pleafed 
with difcovering, that there is one community in the world, where every individual 
confines his. attention to that, which properly concerns himfelf? Free from a love of 
f{candal, and all idle inquiries into the manners of their neighbours, (a patfion, which 
leads to public calumny, not private reproof, and increafes the impudence of bad 
men, without checking the progrefs of vice) no Spartan finds his time hang heavy 
on his hands. Engaged for ever in laudable purfuits, their youth is a ftate of tem- 
perance and exercife’: ; their manhood of military fervice ; their old age ts fpent in 
an healthy and full enjoyment of their faculties, in the adminiftration of the laws, 
in applying. their experience to the education of others, and in the agreeable reflec- 
tion, that during the courfe of a life varioufly occupied, they have fcarce pafled 


an Wend unprofitably to themit felves or their country. 
, On 
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r Y excurfions from Athens are, I hope, by no means ufelefs to the king’s fer- 
4H vice. I enlarge my knowledge of the difpofitions and government “of the 
Grecian ftates. 1 tranfmit my obiervations upon the manners and curiofities both of 
art and nature, which occur in the places I pafs through, to the minifters of the 
fublime court; and I endeavour at the fame time, not to neglect the affairs of that 
city, which is the particular fcene of my employment. 


A meeting of the Amphidtyons or ftates general of Greece, now held at Delphi, 
affords me a fair occafion to lay before thee fome account of their origin, form, and 
bufinefs. They are a part of the Graecian conftitution, which the Perfians have 
but little attended to, and which it may be highly advantageous, not to fay neceffary, 
for them to be better acquainted with, in their future negotiations here. "This cele- 
brated affembly received its name, as well as inftitution, from AMPHICTYON, an 
Athenian king; who obferving, that the feparate interefts and diffentions, which 
prevailed amongft the Grecian republics, expofed them to the invafions of their 
more powerful neighbours, wifely exhorted them to unite by deputies i in one common 
body, which might, in times of danger, concert the beft meafures for their mutual 
fafety, and prevent, by its falutary influence, the ill effects of private prea ie 
and disjointed counfels. As he was a pious as well as political prince, he ae the 
temple of Delphi, and the facred territory, under the care and protection of the Am- 
phictyonic tribunal; wifely thinking, that the public defence and public religion 
fhould be matters éF a general concern to the Greecians, however divided on fubjects 
of lefs importance. Acristus, who reigned feveral years after at Argos, 1s reported 
to have encreafed the privileges, and reoulated the laws of the Amphiétyons ; ; and ts 
for that reafon efteemed by fome a fecond founder. ‘The ftates, who enjoy the right 
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of fending deputies to this council, are at prefent twelve ; the Jonians,. TF heffalians,. 
Boeotians, Dorians, Perrhoebeans, Magnelians, Locrians,, C&tians,, Phthiotians, Mas 
leans, Phocians, and Dolopians;. but it is probable,. that as fome may have forfeited 
that diftinétion, and others. been admitted. in. later times, who were. not originally: 
included, the number has not been. always the fame. The affembly meets in the 
fpring and autumn of.every year, either at Delphi,, or. Thermopylze;. and. every. city. 
amoneit, the people, who compofe. it,. choofes two. members, the one called. the 
Hieromnemon, and the other the Pylagoras,. to reprefent it. The former is elected 
by lot, and has the honour to be prefident of the council.in his turn,, to gather the 
voices, pronounce the decree, and adminifter at the facrifices,, which are made either 
in the name of all the Greeks, or the particular city, by which he is deputed. The 
Jatter is chofen by vote, and is properly the orator of the deputation; he delivers 
the opinion of his ftate, defends. it againit. any. accufation, and takes care of. its in- 
tereft upon all occafions. As foon-as thefe deputies arrive at the place, where the 
Amphiétyons are convened, they offer up a facrifice to the tutelar Deity, at Delphi 
to APoLLo, at Thermopyla to Ceres. Then. they, repair to. the aflembly; but be- 
fore they are admitted to take their feats, the following oath. is tendered to. them,, 
which, being a remarkable-one, I fhallyhere infert.. 


© | fwear never to contribute towards deftroying any of the cities honoured with 
the right of choofing Amphictyons-; or ftop the courfe of their running waters, 
either in time of war or peace. If any perfon fteal the offerings out of the temple 
of Apoxo, or affift another in fo doing, I will oppofe them with. my hands, feet, 


1 


voice, and my. whole ftrength. Whoever infringes this oath,, whether it be. a {tate 
or a private perfon,, let them. be accurfed of Apouro, Diana, LaTona,. and. Mi-- 
NERVA the provident ;, may their foil prove barren, their women bring forth nothing 
but montters, and their animals not produce in kind. May they. never perform a. 
pure facrifice to Apotto, Diana, and Minerva the provident; and may their offer-- 
ings be an abomination to thofe deities: May they be alike unfuccefsful in war: 
and law fuits, and may their pofterity be extirpated from the face of. the earth.” 

A perfec equality is kept up amongft. the members of this great council; the re-- 
prefentatives of the moft powerful republic in Greece have no advantage or pre-emi- 
hence over thofe of the leaft. Each ftate from. the fourifhing commonwealth of 
Athens to the petty town of Eretria poffefies the right of two. votes in the perfons of. 
its deputies; and,. by having an equal fhare in.the deliberations of the Amphictyons,, 
looks upon itfelf as equally concerned in the welfare of Greece. As their meetings 
are attended with a vaft concourfe of people from all parts of the country, it has. 
been ufual on particular occafions for the Hieromnemones to. fummon all the Gra- 
cians, who then happen to:be refident in the place, where the affembly is held, to 
affift at its deliberations; with this diftinétion, that the latter are not allowed: to 
vote, but merely called upon. to countenance by their prefence the decrees of the 
Amphidtyons, and give them a fuller fanction. ~The power of this diet is very.large, 
and extends to the proclaiming of war, and deciding of public differences,,of which 
1 fhall mention. two remarkable inftances. About the time of Soton, the Cirrhzans 
and Acragallida;, befides other infolences, plundered the temple of Delphi, and dif- 
regarded the orders. of the Amphi@yons; upon which that body, after. taking the 

advice 
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advice of the oracle, declared war againft them in the name of all Greece, defeated 
their forces, reduced the whole nation, as polluted with facrilege and impiety, to a 
{tate of fervitude, and devoted their country to the fervice of the God. In the ac- 
commodating way, their endeavours have not been lefs fuccefsful, than in the mili- 
tary; for when the Spartans and Argives had haraffed each other by a continued war 
for many years, they referred their difference to the arbitration of the Amphictyons, 
who, without taking upon them to determine the juftice of the caufe on either fide, 
ordered them to bring it to a fhort iffue by a combat of four hundred men _ chofen 
out of both armies. Of late years they have intermeddled lefs than ufual in the 
great affairs of Greece, and held their meetings chiefly for form fake, their chief 
bufinefs at prefent being to fettle a tax upon the Grecian ftates for fome additions 
and repairs to the temple of Delphi. The end of their inftitution was certainly to 
keep up a good underftanding in a nation, compofed of fo many different govern- 
ments and jarring interefts; and were the leading republics difpofed to accommodate 
their difputes, overtures towards a negotiation could not be fet on foot any where, 
with greater weight and propriety, than in this affembly. ; 


~ [rejoice to hear of the vigorous refolutions of our potent monarch. Another year 
can hardly pafs over, before fome crifis may offer itielf, which may induce him to 

mploy the forces fo witely ordered to be got in readinefs. I have now difcharged 
the duty 1 owe the king, as his minifter in Greece; but it is a duty, no lefs incum- 
bent on me, to acknowledge the protection I received from thee, noble {fcribe, 
againft the afperfions, which the malice of enemies would have thrown on my repu- 
tation and conduét. Hard is it for a man, who is ftrugeling abroad amidft difh- 
culties and hazards in the fervice of his prince, to be expofed at home to the flander 
of the malicious, the reports of the credulous, and the judgment of the ignorant. 
But thou, generous GoBRrYAs, proceedeft not on the common maxims of courts; 
thou art no lefs fteady in protecting merit than fagacious in difcovering it; and as 
thy recommendations to preferment are never intended to ferve a bafe unworthy end, 
thou feorneft to give up a minifter, who ferves faithfully, through motives of fear 
or intereft. May the chronicles of Perfia, which tranfmit down thy fame to po- 
fterity, as a wife, an honett, and an able ininifter, when they record Crzanper the 
Ephefian among thofe, who had the honour to execute thy commands, mention him 
as one, who was a follower, not of thy fortunes, but of thy virtues. Farewel. 
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Extract of Letrrers from Athens. 


UR lofs. in Etolia is confiderable,. not for the number of citizens, which did 

not exceed one hundred and twenty, but for the quality and valour of the flain. 
They were, moft of them, of the beft families in Athens, and diftinguifhed. by their 
experience and gallantry. DEMosTHENES, our general, has been blamed with reaion: 
for quitting the fiege of Leucas, which he was in a condition of taking, to comply 
with the perfuafions of the Meffenians, who flattered him with the hopes of making 
an eafy conqueft of Aftolia. Since his defeat he has refided at Naupactus, and. 
lately obtained a reinforcement of a thoufand men from the Acarnanians,. to fecure 
that important place (whofe fortifications are of a large extent). againit the attempts. 
of Evrytocuus the Spartan.. We have lately received difpatches from him, which: 
bring us an.account,. that KEuryLocnus,, with three thoufand Lacedazmenians, hay- 
ing marched through Lecris, and joined the AXtolians, laid wafte the country about 
Naupactus, and fet fire to part of the fuburbs; but they no fooner heard the fuc- 
cours were arrived, than they retired into A{tolis, without receiving any advantage 
from this expedition, except recovering Molycrium for the Corinthians. But it is 
imagined they have a defign on foot to attack Argos and Acarnania. Qur advices: 
from Sicily inform us, that Carneapgs our admiral has been killed in a fea. fight. 
again{t the Syracufians, and that Pacugs, whio fucceeds him in the command, has. 
taken Meffina. We have not received fo much damage from the fettlement of the- 
Lacedzmonians at Heraclea as was expected; for the colony, inftead of being ftrong 
enough to make defcents into Euboea, is much haraffed by the continual incurfions, 
of the Theffalians its neighbours.. The worft of our misfortunes is, that the plague: 
ftill continues. 


The ifland of Delos has been purified by order of the people, and the * quinquen-- 
nial feftival. formerly celebrated there, revived with great pomp. and folemnity.. 
Nicras was appointed to conduét the chorus of fingers and dancers, and prefide at 
the performance of this pious work, and has acquitted himfelf in the charge to every 
body’s fatisfaétion; having fet up a brazen palm tree in honour of the God, and con- 
fecrated a large piece of land to the fervice of the temple. 


An Amphiétionic council is_likewife eftablithed, compoted of deputies from: this: 
city, and the iflands of the Egean, who are to have the direction of. all matters re— 
lating to the temple, to regulate the expences of the games and facrifices, and fettle: 
the quota of money,, which each flate is. to.contribute towards them.. 


* A critic might venture from the mention of this council, not the leaft’ trace of which is. to be- 
found in any ancient author, to call in queftion the genuinengi{s of our letters. But obferve,.reader,, 
how luckily all circumftances confpire to eftablith their credit.. The earl of Sandwich. has, amongit. 
other valuable fruits of his travels, enriched the literary world with an original ftate of the accounts of: 

‘the temple, made by thefe very Amphi€iyons,. in the 100th Olympiad. The marble was found at 
Athens; and Dr. Taylor has illuftrated and fupplied it with a great deal of learning:and critical 
fagacity. See his Differtation on. the Marmor Sandvicen/e. 
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EE oF TP? ER CXVITE 


CRATIPPUS to CLEANDER. From Sparta. 


EYave detained thee hitherto, CrzanpzR, with fome fcattered remarks on the 

manners. of the people I converfe with, and dwelt only on the outfide of things. 
Let us now penetrate into the receffes of their policy, and the peculiar ftrokes of 
wifdom, which diftinguifh it. I enter on the tafk of anatomizing their conftitution 
with pleafure, as it is in further obedience to thy commands, and compliance with 
my own inclinations. And though, like other anatomies,. it affords more trouble 
than entertainment in the execution; yet in the clofe it produces very ufeful matter 
ef reflection; which might be drawn out by thy activity and addrefs. into confe- 
quences of the laft importance to thy country. 


One aim and intention of Lycureus was to preferve the commonwealth, he 
founded, from civil feuds.. To this end. he removed every internal caufe of commo= 
tion, by dividing L.acedamon into thirty thoufand equal lots; and of thefe nine 
thoufand are in the hands of the Spartans. The culture of them brings forth a 
very, ample, provifion for the neceffaries of life; and their care, thou knoweit, extends 
not to its ornaments. ‘The number of citizens correfponds exactly to that of the 
portions of land, which are never to be increafed or diminifhed. Thus not a man 
in. the {tate being more powerful than. another, the legiflator has left no fuel for: 
fature animofities. By means of fo excellent a meafure, and the exclufion of foreign 
commerce in the abolition of filver and gold, he has fixed the republic on the moit 
folid and unalterable foundation. This laft law, which forbids the current ufe of. 
any except iron or leather money, is conceived with the utmoft art, and in the fpirit 
ef a great politician. For, befides that it hinders the introduction of thofe vices,. 
that are the ordinary companions of an extenfive trade, had he neglected to eftablith 
it, he would foon have found, notwithftanding his caution in the Agrarian, that fill. 
one door was open to fedition.. Without this inftitution, that. law mutt have ope- 
rated ineffectually; fince the balance of money being diftin& from. that of land, 
would by: the increafe of riches, in procefs of time, have exceeded it; fo that an 
unequal diftribution of property remaining, the feeds of contention would have re- 
mained with it;. and whoever had raifed a large perfonal fortune in. trafic, might 
Have been able to difturb the commonwealth by faction. 


The legiflator, after having prevented all occafion of tumult from within, ima-. 
gined they would be able to repel any from without by their union. The Helots, 
however, have made feveral ftruggles for their liberty: they are a nation of flaves, 
(to which a number of conquered Meffenians has been added fome years fince) and 
receive the moft cruel ufage from their mafters. They are of great fervice in war as 
well as in the tillage, which is intrufted wholly to their induftry.. Every Spartan is: 
attended by feven of them in the field, and they have fought fometimes fo valiantly, 


as to have been prefented with. a crown of olive and their freedom by the ftate. 
‘Theis. 


\ 
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Their multitudes are fo confiderable, as that now and then in harveft time, the 
youth are ordered to go out and mafiacre the reapers, when they are returning from 
their work in the evening. So infamous and favage a cuftom took its rife from the 
apprehenfion of an infurrection, and is thought a neceffary act of policy and felf- 


aerence. 


As to the magiftrates of this ftate, they are few, becaufe it is neither vicious nor 
populous. Thirty members compofe the fenate, which is equal to the kings im 
power. They are chofen by the votes of the people, not by lot; and continue in 
‘office during life, if they thew a regard to virtue and the public good ; for good 
morals are efteemed fo effential a qualification to a ftatefman, that if a bad citizen 
gives an opinion, which is generally approved of, it is entered on their journals, as 
the advice of fome better man, and not in the name of the mover. No one is ad- 
mitted into this venerable council under the age of fixty, nor unlefs he be diftin- 
guifhed for his merit, and has offered himtelf a candidate. They are judges in 
capital caufes, and take much time to confider of them, becaufe an error once made 
in a matter of life and death is not to be amended. ‘They debate on every point 
ef public bufinefs, and propofe their refolutions to be confirmed by the affembly. 
They are accountable to none, and all the offices of the ftate are entrufted to them. 


The kines are taken out of the two branches of Hercures’s family. They muft 
be educated in the Spartan manner; and no fmall weight is laid on their bodily 
perfeétions, fuch as tallnefs and ftrength. For it is not long fince, that the wife 
Ancuipamus was fined in a round fum, for marrying a fhort wife. ‘They told him, 
<< his pofterity would degenerate from their great anceftor.” In the beginning of 
every month they take a folemn-oath to maintain the laws. They adminifter the 
holy rites, and have a tythe of all fwine, that none may be wanting for the facrifices. 
They are fole judges in cafes of adoption and the high-ways. A double portion 1s 
affigned them at the public meals, where they are required to attend conftantly, and 
dine at a feparate table: one of them was punifhed fome years ago for eating at 
home with his queen. A palace is appropriated to their ufe, and all outward marks 
of refpect fhewn them. ‘Their powers however are very limited in times of peace; 
for each is fubjeé&t to be tried by his brother king, the fenate, and the ephori, al- 
though they are indulged in appealing to the affembly, and fuch points are deter- 
mined only after mature deliberation. In war nothing can be more extenfive than 
their authority. Either of them may be fent out at the head of the army, and 
performs all the offices of a general without controul; and though he has counfellors 
appointed him, it is in his own breaft to follow their advice, or depart from it. The 
family and relations of the kings are treated with no more regard than other citi- 
zens; but the hereditary right 1s fo fecure, that notwithftanding the father fuffers 


exile for male-adminiftration, the punifhment reaches not to the fon, nor is he ex- 
cluded from the fucceffion. 


The people are divided into fix tribes, and diftinguifhed by their dreffes, fandals, 
and way of wearing their hair from all other Grecians. The great popular affembly 
of Laconia is compofed of thirty thoufand citizens, difperfed into every city and 
diftri@ of the country: the leffer, of the Spartans, which meets on every. occafion, 


while 
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while the other is never called together, except on the important fubject of peace 
or war. The place where they receive the propofitions of the fenate, on which 
they are not fuffered to. debate, lies between the bridge Babyca, and the river 
Cnacion, near the Perfian trophy. They do bufinefs in the open air, and blame the 
Athenians for affembling in fine buildings, adorned with elegant paintings and fta- 
tues, becaufe they imagine, that the welfare of the ftate may often fuffer from fuch 
ill placed magnificence, as it tends to captivate the fenfes, and diftract. the under- 
ftanding,, which ought to be better employed. Their decifions in former times” 
differed fo much from the fenate, that Porypore and Turopompus enaéted an un- 
conftitutional law, which has been fince cancelled, “* that whenever the people gave 
a wrong vote, the kings and fenate fhould have a power of over-ruling it.” The 
{trength of the people encreafed to fuch a degree afterwards, that the fame THE - 
rompus was forced. to allow them the creation of the four Ephori, who are guardians 
of their intereft; and, though defigned only at firtt. to fhield the people from the 
fenate and the kings, have fince ufurped an abfolute jurifdiGtion over all. This 
king was blamed by his.queen for confenting to weaken the royal authority. ‘* But, 
faid he, it will be now more folid, and confequently more lafting.” The Ephori 
continue but one year in place, and no man can be eleéted into it a fecond time. 
They fuperintend the treafury, judge in civil caufes, execute the royal. office in the 
abfence of the kings, prefide at the games and on all feftivals, as well as in.the affem- 
blies of the people. They have a fhare too in the management of the fenate, and 
are alone exempted from paying an external reverence to the reigning princes. The 
authority of recalling generals from the army, or any of the public officers, is vetted 
:n their hands, and in their difpatches to them they ufe the * {cytalé, which is an artful 
manner of conveying a. letter into: foreign countries, without a poffibility of its 
contents being difcovered, except by the proper perfon. In a.word, they are {o 
powerful,. as to difpente rewards or punifhments at their pleafure; and the ftate is 
not fecure from the exercife of their tyranny, unlefs. they: are divided by jealoufies. 
Thefe are the chief magittrates,. on whom the motions of the republic depend. And 
now,. CLEANDER, paufe a moment to admire: the wifdom of Lycurcus; for the 


equality of eftates confines the power of the governors; and the flow rotation of 
honors reftrains the ambition of the afpiring, ‘Thefe are the never failing fources of 


the Spartan tranquillity. 


There are other inferior officers, who infpe&t the exercifes of the youth, the 
manners of the women, the behaviour of the citizens in public places, and fettle. the 
prices of goods, and the weights.and meafures of the market, 


* The nature and ufe of the fcytalé was this; when they gave a general his commiffion, . they took 
two round pieces of wood in the form of truncheons, alike in thicknefs and length. One they kept 
themfelves, the other was delivered to him. So, when they had any thing to communicate to him; 
they cut a long narrow {crowl of parchment, and winding it about their ftaff, one fold clofe ander 
another, they wrote their bufinefs down the fides of it, Then they took off the parchment, and fent 
st to the officer, who applying it to his own, which exaétly refembled theirs, the folds fell in with 
one another, as at the writing, and the characters were. read with eafe.. Vide Plot. in Vit. Lyf. & 
Aunl. Gell. L. 17. €. 9. 


There 
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There are others alfo, who are appointed to take care of ftrangers and embaffadors, 
to difmifs them at a convenient time, and to prevent the Spartans from converfing 
with them, ‘The Pythii are fent to confult the oracle on all emergencies, and are 
permitted to dine with the kings. One of them conftdntly attends the fenate. The 
Hippagrete are three in number, and eleéted by the Ephori. It js their bufinefs to 
fit at the head of the public tables every day, and fend a proper fhare of the meal 
to thofe, who abfent themfelves, at a facrifice or a chace, the only lawful reafons of 
abfenting. They choofe out three hundred of the braveft citizens, and form them 
into a body, which is fupplied by new ones, as any of them fall in war, or are ex- 
cluded from the company, becaule of their age. Vhefe are they, who fought with 
Lzonipas at Thermopylae, and the cuftom of :giving them precedence over the reft 
c« the army: was wifely inftituted by Lycurceus, as an admiffion into it raifes ereat 
emulation ameng the foldiers. In a day of battle they are placed before the king in 
the centre. Paparcsus ftood as a candidate a few months fince to fupply a va- 
‘cancy in this troop; and upon finding he was not chofen, he went out from the 
prefence of ethe Ephori with much feeming gaiety, and in a fit of laughter. The 
called him back, and enquired the reafon of it. He anfwered, “ he could not help 
“* congratulating the ftate in filence, on being poflefied of three hundred braver and 


“* better citizens than himfelf” At the laft Olympic games, another Spartan being 
afked, whether his victory there would be of any fervice to him, he replied, ‘* Yes, 


“* tor it would recommend him to a {tation before the king in battle.” The ftatues 


of the Gods are all in armour, ‘to intimate, that the people place their confidence in 
military force. ‘Their facrifices are made with uncommon frugality; becaufe they 
imagine the Deity is more moved by the fincerity than the incente of the worfhipper, 
Theonly prayer they offer up at the altar is, that ‘“‘ they may receive good things 
‘* for their good actions.” ‘They bury the dead in the city, and the tombs are placed 
in the precincts of the temples. All mourning ceafes in eleven days. No one is 
allowed an infcription on his monument, except he dies in the field, in order to ap- 
propriate a kind of religious regard to the fepulchres of the valiant. The neareft 
relations of the flain judge from thofe parts of his body, where he has received his 


wounds, whether he deferves an honourable interment. 


Their treaties of peace are engraven on ftone pillars, and annually renewed bya 
Jolemn deputation fent to the contracting ftate. The legiflator has commanded them 
to treat the vanqu'fhed with lenity, and to forbear plundering the dead bodies. 
They fet fo much an higher value on a vi€tory gained by {tratagem than by force, 
that in the former cafe they facrifice an ox to Mars, and in the latter no more than 
a dunghill cock. They pay little attention to fleets, which is the neceflary confe- 
quence of a want of trade. For the fame reafon it is with difficulty they raife money 
for carrying on a war, though they have fcarce any need of it, fince every Spartan 
ferves in the field at his own expence; and as fo the troops of the allies, they are 
paid by their own mafters. Whenever they have wealth in poffeffion, it is preferved 
in their templesy or depofited with their neighbours the Arcadians. 


No fettled number of troops is maintained by this ftate, and one of their kings 

being interrogated about it, faid, ‘¢ It was no matter, they were fufficient to defeat 
£ £6 
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** an infolent enemy.” ‘There is fomething very becoming, as well as very religious, 
in the ceremonies they ufe in time of war, The king i 


g, when he is going out, facri- 
fices in his own family to Juprrer ayirwp, andthe fire remains unextinguifhed on 


the altar till his return, when he makes an offering of the fpoils to the God. Be- 
fore. every action he facrifices to the Mufes; then each man puts a gariand on his 
head, combs his hair, and the trumpet founds to the onfet.. In truth, no ftate of 
Greece equals this people in the art of war, for they are perpetually employed in 
thoie exerciles, which are the repreientation of It. 


Thus the Lacedamonians are a nation of foldiers, trained up to a military life, 
in order to defend their own liberties, without Invading the quiet of their neigh- 
bours, and to repel the unreafonable attacks of their enemies, without aiming to be 
lordly conquerors. So juft and excellent were the purpofes of Lycurceus; but it 
is the misfortune of this great republic to have avoided an effeminacy, which would 
be injurious to itfelf only, and to’ have indulged a luft of power, which lays wafte 
mankind; fo that it carries its principle of mortality in the very circumftance, 
which has raifed its glory, and conftitutes its ftrength. ‘The reftlefs fpirit of Hzr- 
cuLes is defcended to the Spartans, and they can by no means content themfelves 
with mock f{kirmmfhes, and the idle mimickry of war. “Proud of their. fuperiority 
in the field over the whole world, ‘and of that vigor, which arifes from health and 
temperance, they are defirous to prove both by their effects, however fatal. 


Founded on a fcheme of entire feparation from the manners of other countries, 
in making foreign acquifitions, and giving way to their national ambition, they 
break through the national conftitutton: in fetting Greece at variance with itfelf, 
they are working their own as well as the general deftruction. And, by the facred 
life of Artaxerxes, (if I forefee aright) the day cannot be far diftant, when every 
people of the weft, reduced to mifery and weaknefs by the wounds of civil war, fhall 


bend before his arm, fhall adore the rifing power of our eaftern fun, and own the 
healing influence of his beams. 


Cc. 
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CRATIPPUS to CLEANDER,. 


Y this time, Creanper, I am perfuaded, thou-confidereft the republic of La- 
cedezmon as an heap of peculiarities; and did not the behaviour of the ftate 
itfelf, as well as the teftimony of all Greece, unite in confirming my account, thou 
mighteft be tempted to fufpeét the credit of it, and perhaps to think the whole a 
creature of my own imagination. To be ferious, the Spartan government is fo re- 
mote from the practice of the world, and fo ftrongly declaimed againft by the voice 
of nature, that were it not for cuftom, that fecond nature, no people upon earth 
would willingly conform to it. The Bree Lycurcus forefaw this; and iH 
P 11S 
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his intimate acquaintance with men and things, wifely judged it impoffible to fix the 
form of government, which he gave his countrymen, unlefs he moulded their paf- 
fions to his laws, and interwove an habit of chearful obedience into their very tem- 
pers and conftitution. To this end he was attentive to their education, beyond what 
has been recorded of the ancient Perfians, and has difabled every man from enjoying 
the privileges of a Spartan, who has not gone through the feveral parts of the infti- 
tution. No one is a citizen by birth, except his father and mother are of the city; 
and as foon as an infant is born into a family, the elders of the tribe examine it. 
They determine whether it be -of a tender or a vigorous make, and accordingly 
either expofe or educate it, without reflecting, that a weak conftitution often fettles 
into a ftate of health, and that nature fometimes makes amends for a feeble and de- 
formed body, by the ftrength and, beauty of the underftanding. If the child is 
approved, he: is affigned a lot among the citizens, and pronounced capable of bear- 
ing public offices. They inure them to hardfhips from the firft, and the children of 
the magiftrates and of private men are clothed and nourifhed in the fame manner. 
At feven years old they are put into the clafs of boys, and at the age of eighteen 
they are numbered among the Ephebi. In the meantime they are taught to go bare- 
foot, live entirely upon flefh, that they may have large limbs and florid counte- 
nances, and are accuitomed.above all to the exercife of hunting. Ata certain time 
of the year, fome of them are laid upon the altar of Diana Ortuia, and fcourged 
fo feverely, that they have expired upon the fpot, But the patience and fpirit of 
the boys not only exceeds belief, but even the capacity of human nature in all other 
countries. ‘The Goddefs is faid to delight in blood and cruelty; and Lycurcus 
appointed annually this barbarous facrifice at her fhrine, as well to appeafe the venge- 
ful temper of the Deity, as to make that fhrine a monument of Spartan heroifms 
But does it not argue a want of fenfe, to fuppofe any being difintereftedly malevo- 
lent? Oris it fo much an exercife of courage as enthufialm, to fuffer quietly the 
follies and the infolence of depraved religion? Exclaim then with me, CLeanper, 


at the infamous fcene, and fhrink with horror on the very mention of fuch criminal 
and ill-natured piety. 


There is another cuftom enjoined by law, and practifed by the boys, which, 
though fingular enough, is yet much freer from exception than the laft; I mean 
that of ftealing, As all things in the hands of private perfons are confidered as 
belonging to the ftate, a dexterity of this kind is fo far from giving offence, that it 
raifes the character of the’perfon who excels in it. The boys are cncouraged to it,. 
as it habituates them to ftratagem and military addrefs; and whoever is caught in. 
it,-is punifhed, not for the faét, but his want of vigilance and quicknefs. The- 
fhocking ftory of him, who permitted a fox to tear out his bowels, before he would: 
difcover the theft, is too well known to be enlarged upon. They are bred up- in 
ftrict reverence of the oldeft citizens, It is expected, that the latter fhould reprove 
them for every fault committed in their fight, under pain of the fame penalty. The 
younger mutt bear thefe reproofs, without refentment, and with modefty ; and it is 
required, whenever they are feen publicly in the ftreets, that they fhould keep their 
eyes fixed upon the ground, and be guilty of no levity. Nor is‘it unufual for thofe 
in the higher claffes to choofe out certain youths for their favourites. The law 
enacts, that in fuch cafes, the Inamoratos fhall futfer for the trefpaffes of thofe, 


whom 
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whom they protect; and enjoins the reft, who are not honoured in this manner, to 
fupprefs carefully the rifing of envy. Whena lad has been two years among the 
Ephebi, he is often placed at the head of the clafs of boys, and conducts them in 
the morning to their martial exercifes. In the Gymnafia, the girls contend naked 
with them in wreftling, dancing, boxing, and all thofe fports, which are affigned 
generally to the province of men. No Spartan is indulged in marrying any woman, 
except he has vanquifhed her at'thefe games. It is owing to this education, fo con- 
trary to the female foftnefs in moft nations, that the women of Lacedemon are 
efteemed rough, haughty, and afluming. Gorco, the wife of Leonipas, was one 
day afked the reafon, ‘* Why the ladies of her country had fo great a power over 
« the men.”  ‘* Becaufe, anfwered fhe, they alone produce men.” \’Twas the opi- 
nion of Lycurcus, that the inclinations of the mother have a furprizing effect 
upon the children, as well as her arts of perfuafion on the hufband. So he has con- 
trived to unite their fentiments with each other’s, and the laws of the republic, by 
obliging them to a fimilitude of manners, and training them to warlike exercifes. 
Then wonder not, that Venus is adored in armour by this people. Every citizen 
muft marry at the age of thirty; and whoever has contributed four children to the 
common ftock, is difcharged by law from all painful fervices. The married ladies 
wear veils, and the unmarried ones appear without any. ‘The former are fuppofed 
to be contented with their prefent hufband, and the latter are delirous to gain one. 
Virgins are wedded without a dower, and a temporary exchange of wives is al- 
lowed in the city. An old man may make over his wife to a. younger, and a new 


bridegroom mutt vifit his fpoufe by ftealth. Thefe are the odd paflages in the con- 
nubial laws of ‘Sparta. 


The Ephebi are enjoined many hardfhips, while all who are in the clafs of men, 
are indulged in an honourable tranquillity, and exemption from thofe toils, Public 
lodgings are fet apart for them; they lie down together on beds of reeds, and are 
taught never to give way to fleep from a love of indolence, but merely to refrefh 
themfelves, and according to the dictates of nature. They ufe no ointments, nor any 
bath but the river Eurotas.. The combats of the Ephebi are extremely fierce; and 
no man isat liberty to own himfelf conquered. They are forbid to drink, unlefs it 
be to quench their thirft; and in order to force them to fobriety, it is enacted, that 
in the darkeft nights, they fhall go home without torches. “Thou mayft obferve, 
CLEaNDER, to what low minuteneffes the care of Lycurcus has defcended, becaufe 


he well knew, that the manners of a ftate in trifles are of confequence to fupport its 
ftrength. 


The Spartans eat together incommon halls. Each table has a felect company; 
and no man is admitted to any one of them, without the, general confent of the 
members, who frequent it. This is done with a view to prevent any interruption 
in the converfation, and that no citizen may be uneafy at the feafons appointed for 
relaxation. Every man fends in a monthly contribution for the maintenance of the 
entertainments; and it is expected, he fhould come thither, without having privately 
feafted at his own houfe. One inftance of fuch luxury, if brought to light, would 
be attended with infamy. They fit down without any diftinétion of age, and are 
waited on by the boys, to whom they prefcribe filence. It is not an uncommon 
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thing at thefe times, to put fubtle queftions to the youth; and, if they fail of re- 
turning a fhort, clear, pertinent, and ready an{fwer, they are punifhed by the head of 
the clafs. After dinner, they make fome of their flaves drunk, with a view to inftil 
an abhorrence of that crime into their children. The inhumanity of this practice 
is more odious, than the defign of it is commendable. The ordinary table talk of 
the Spartans is remarkably improving. ‘Their difcourfe turns chiefly on virtue, li- 
berty, a contempt of other nations, their own form of government, the character of 
their lawgiver, and the hittory of their greatmen, Thefe fubjects are always upper- 
molt in a Spartan’s thoughts. 


After fo many particulars recited at large of this people, I flatter myfelf, that thy 
friendfhip will induce thee to be a little inquifitive after me. Within a few days I 
fhal] enter into the clafs of men, as thou mayft eafily guefs, very highly to my com- 
fort; and to complete me as a citizen, Iam lately become a fharer in the lands of 
the ftate; fora Spartan, with whom I had contracted an intimate acquaintance, died 
fince my return from Thebes without any relations, and left me the heir to his lot. 
Believe me, CLEANDER, it was with no reluctance, that I exchanged the fumptuous. 
cookery, and the feafts of Afia, for the black broth and the fordid diet of this city. 
Let me -confefs to thee, however, that I-called up all the powers of diffimulation to 
my help, in counterfeiting an unwilling approbation of thofe rough fports, in the 
Paleftree of their youth, where I have acted by turns the part of the victor and the 
vanquifhed. But the king’s fervice bears down every confideration of private con- 
venience in the breaft of the faithful Cratippus. And when I reflect on the labours 
of Lacedzemon in profound peace, I admire not at their fondnefs for the compara- 
tive repofe of war;,nor is. it a virtue in thofe men to defpife death, who lead a hife,. 


i 


of which they have reafon to be weary, 


C... 
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CLEANDER: to. SMERDIS., 


=~ U RING the whole courfe of my bufy and dangerous employment, ‘never have: 
/ 1 more ardently withed for the company of. my old friends, the partners of my 

itudious and fpeculative years, than I did this morning in.the facred grove of laurel,.. 
which leads from the temple to the brow of the hill. Thither I retired, full of the 
refle@tions, which this remarkable place muft fuggeft; and how.did I regret thofe 
charming converfations of our Baétrian folitude! Where the venerable Smerpis would 
lead the inquifitive CLeanper into the highelt fubjects, would hear his objections, re- 
drefs his errors, dire&t his reafonings, and warm his heart. What new lights are 

thrown upon a queftion by thofe friendly debates! And, for want of fuch commu- . 
nication, how am I ftopped every moment. in. my courfe. of thinking, while I am 
tracing 
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tracing to their original the impofture and fuperftition, which bring to thefe altars 
the adoration and the wealth of all Greece!. 


Under thefe difadvantages, forgive me, gentle Mage, fhould I fall into miftakes, . 
or even controvert fome opinions, which prevail among our eaftern fages. For 
never can I be perfuaded, that the oracles, which we fee {cattered all over this land 
of idolatry, are under the immediate guidance of the great enemy of truth and or- 
der; that the knowledge of future events delivered there is an emanation from the 
impious AriManius;. and that fuch are the methods, by which he eftablifhes the 
kingdom of error, and diverts the worfhip of mankind from its only true object. 
How hard is the fuppofition, that the jult, the benign Oromaspzs fhould ‘fuffer 
the human mind, confined and fallible as he created it, to be thus unequally at- 
tacked, thus invincibly deluded? And what a prepofterous difpenfation is it, that 
where he’is adored with that purity, which reafon diétates, and his own prophet has 
prefcribed, . no fuch. divine communications are vouchfafed; while he permits the 
book of fate: to be opened near every venerable grove and romantic fountain in, 
Greece, for the purpoies of impiety and fuperftition | 

But we need not fear any fuch conclufion. Oromaspts fpeaks to all men bythe 
great voice of reafon and nature, and to the purer Eaft by his facred volume. By 
thefe’ ways:the fupreme, Wifdom teaches us, what we are concerned to know; and 
we cannot expect to be indulged in the vain curiofity of forefeeing what cannot be 

revented.. Nor is Aarmantus to be charged with revealing thofe fecrets. From 
all 1 could obferve in this feat of divination, we are not to recur to any preterna- 
tural power. Blind devotion:and artful management will explain the whole myftery 5 
and men are deceived but by men. : 


As foon: as-one begins to afcend the facred mountain, every thing appears adapted - 
to infpire a religious horror. The ancient trees hanging over the rock on each fide 
the temple, and the rock itfelf opening into a rude kind of femicircle, whofe echoes - 
increafe the confufed voices, and the found of the trumpets, which always make part 
of the ceremony; the magnificence of the buildings, and the: richnefs and elegance - 
of the confecrated gifts, fufficient of themfelves to {trike the imagination, are par- 
ticularly pointed our, .and. exaggerated by a fet of men,» whofe bufinefs it is to wait 
upon ftrangers 5 and who, Lobferved, endeavoured to lead them into fome account. . 
of themfelves,. and the circumftances which brought them to confult the-God. . 


After duly performing the various facrifices and: purifications, without which the» 
temple is not.to be approached, they are conducted thither; their head mufled up 
in their garments, and trumpets blowing all round them, that no fight or found of 
evil omen. may interrupt the. proceffion. This indeed: makes a moft ridiculous ap- 
pearances and what.with the folemnity, the noife, and the uneafy pofture they walk. 
in, they are quite fatigued and confounded by the time they get to the cell, where » 
they wait with their queftions in their hands. While they are in this devout expec- 
tation, they are -fometimes refrefhed with the moft fragrant odours iffuing from the - 
inmoft recefles of the. temple. As..this is a token .of the Deity’s peculiar favour, 

its: 
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it fcarce ever happens, but wl 


1en fome perfon of confequence is among the fup- 
pliants. 


In the mean time water is-brought to the Pythia from the Caftalian fountain, and 
fhe chews the leaves of the facred laurel, to prepare her for the prophetic office. 
Immediately fhe rufhes into the fan@tuary, her hair dithevelled, her colour changed, 
her eyes rolling, foaming at the mouth, and with all the marks of fury and diftrac- 
tion, She throws down the cenfers and the laurel branches, that ftand in her way; 


and at laft is feated upon the tripod by the attending priefts, and delivers the anfwer 
of the God in a loud and hollow voice. 


Thou wilt imagine, I muft be attentive'to fo extraordinar 


circumftance brought to my mind the tradition, they have here, about the firft dif- 
covery of the prophetic cave, over which the tripod is placed. Some goats, they 
tell us, browzing upon the edge, fuddenly fell into a kind of madnefs, leaping and 
making ftrange noiles. The goat-herd ran to the cave, and, looking down into it, 
was feized in the fame manner; his features were diftorted, and the tone of his voice 
altered, juft as it happens to the Pythia, and the {pirit of divination came upon him. 
This furely points out to us a phyfical folution: we know the vapours arifing from 
different parts of the earth have very fenfible effeéts upon the human body. ‘There 
are exhalations, that caufe inftant death, there are caverns, that ftupifty for a time: 
and may not the Caftalian fountain, running through the fame foil, partake of the 
fame qualities? May not the laurel too promote the epileptic fymptoms? Such is 
the nature of that plant, according to the obfervation of Hippocrates; and hence 
perhaps it is dedicated to Apo.to, the author of enthufiafm, 
part in all the rites of divination. 
fo violent, 


y a fpectacle; and every 


and bears a principal 
There are inftances, where the paroxyf{m has been 
that even the facred minifters were terrified, and left the Pythia to her- 
felf ; and not long fince fhe died in the operation, having taken probably too ftrone 
adofe. Befides, on any other principles, what can this fury mean? Can it ferve any 
purpofe, but that of amufing and confounding the multitude? Can a mad-man fee 
further into futurity than one in his fenfes? And fhoul 


d not the mind in its undif- 
turbed ftate be fitteit to converfe with a fuperior intelligence ? 


Flow different is the difpofition of the holy men, amoneft whom thou refideft ! 
Abftraéted indeed from the world, but not unfit for it, not heated by paffion, nor 
funk into melancholy, they are prepared to receive the divine influence; and if fuch 
influence, after the copious ftreams thed upon our great lawgiver, {till defcends upon 
the fons of men, it muft be upon thefe his fuccefiors. The effeéts at leaft are wor- 
thy fo fublime an original. ‘Thefe fages are not employed in giving doubtful anfwers 
to trifling or impious queftions, in encouraging a curiofity deftructive both of hap- 
pinefs and virtue; but in one great {cheme of benevolence and inftruction, in cor- 


reCting the miftaken, fuccouring the unfortunate, pointing out the great truths of 
morality, and leading the way to the practice of it. 


Formerly the oracles were all delivered in verfe; 


but they were generally in fo 
bad a tafte, and fometimes fo lame and irregular, that 


asthe age grew more critical, 


they 
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they could not be borne any longer. It was too plain an abfurdity, that Homer 
and Hesrop fhould be greater matters of the art than the God of poetry, who in- 
ipired them; and therefore he now ufually fpeaks in profe. But to preferve. the an- 
cient form, there is a band of poets ready, who reduce the anfwers into meafure, and 
may be ufeful alfo to give them fenfe and coherence upon occafion. 


Not that fenfe and coherence are always thought neceflary. The God adapts 
himfelf to the genius of his votaries; and to thofe, who-admire moft what they 
leaft underftand, he condefcends to give words without a meaning, from which they 
feldom fail to pick out fomething applicable to their withes or their fears. A certain 
degree of obfcurity is effential to every oracle; it becomes the dignity of the power 
who difpenfes them; and it were profane to expofe the divine fecrets too plainly to 
the unhallowed vulgar. ‘Thus does fuperftition impofe upon itfelf, and leaves 
fraud and contrivance little to do. Not but in thofe cafes, where more caution is 
required, the fineft artifices are employed to fupport the credit of the temple: the 
way of life, the paffions, the expectations, the very countenance of the confultor is 
attended to. Where the probability lies ftrongly on one fide of the queftion, the 
anfwer inclines that way. Generally it is fo adjufted, as tolerably to fuit either 
event ; and where public bufinefs is the fubje&t, and more eyes are turned upon it, 
there it is particularly involved and ambiguous. The Delphic fhrine, however, has 
the reputation of {peaking plainly; and the reft of the prophetic Gods and heroes, 


and even Apotto himfelf trom his other temples, fend their worthippers hither, to 
get their revelations farther revealed, 


While I was furveying the facred treafury, and obferved almoft in every room: 
fome coftly offering of Crozsus, I could not but pity that unfortunate prince, whofe 
dependance on this very oracle loft him his crown. And when. a Spartan of the 


company was fhewing me the tablet, whereon is engraved the famous anfwer given to 


Lycurcus, I pointed to Crozsus’s golden lion, and faid, ‘‘ See there a memorial 
“* of adifferent nature. ‘The God, who gave a fanction to the conftitutions of your: 
** lawgiver, fent the no lefs devout Lydian monarch on an expedition, that ruined 


“him; and, as he eftablifhed one government, he overturned another.” 


The greateft number, and the moft valuable of the prefents were, I took notice,. 
of the fame age with thofe laft mentioned. The multitude indeed ftill focks to thefe 
altars; and the {tates of Greece, on every great occafion of conqueft or deliverance, 
fiill dedicate a ftatue or erect a trophy. But the men of underitanding and confe- 
quence no longer repofe that truft.in the decifions from Delphi, which their anceftors 
ufed todo. ‘The inftances of influence and corruption, which thefe later times have 
afforded, muft indeed be fufficient to open their eyes, and put an-end to fo flavifh a 
prejudice. The portico of Parian marble, which adorns the front of the temple, 
was the price of driving the Pififtratida out of Athens; and the ftory-of* Hippias 
is not yet forgotten at the Perfian court, who ufed:to complain, that while the oppo- 
fite faction had the care of the facred buildings, the Spartans, who ‘confulted the 
oracle, (whatever their queftions were) had always the fame anfwer returned them, | 
** that they fhould reftore liberty to Athens.” The like-interefted motives prevailed 
upon the Pythia, Perialla, to.pronounce Damaratus illegitimate; and we have 


heard: 
6 
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heard the old men of Xerxes’s court defcribe the fatisfaftion the exiled king ex~ 
prefied, when he heard at Thermopyle, that the impious prieftefs was convicted and 
deprived. The tafte, that begins to prevail all over this country for real icience, 
and the free debates.upon the great principles of nature and religion, which are 
held at Athens particularly, will go on to expofe the impofture; and I forefee, 
without, confulting the God, that in the next age his prophecies will be ridiculed, 
-and his altar delerted. 


One word more, to obviate a prejudice relating to this oracle, which is fpread 
-over the eaft. The panic, which feized the troops of Xerxes, when they came near 
Delphi, has been wonderfully magnified. Thunders are faid to have burft from 
Parnaffus, and ftones to have rolled down its fides in defence of the holy place: 
The attempt upon it indeed mifcarried; but the fame army plundered and burnt a 


fumptuous temple of the fame Deity at Abe, which, it fhould feem, he was equally 
concerned to protect. 


May we, holy Mage, be content with, and make the beft ufe of the prefent time; 
this is the method to lay in happinefs for futurity. The wife and gracious Oro- 
masbeEs has given us prudence and fagacity fufhcient for the commen events of 
life ; and where the profpec is clouded, and out of the reach of our view, we may 
fafely truft ourfelves in thofe hands, from whence we came, and whither we are to 
return. It is ridiculous to hope for information from above upon every trifle; anda 
traveller through Greece muft remark, that oracles are much the moft frequent in 
Beeotia, which is by no means the country of wits or philofophers. 


W. 


BEM Srey Was GF RE Pe CXXI. 
TELEPHANES to CLEANDER. From Perfepolis. 


W HILE I enjoy, Crranner, an honourable fubfiftence in the court of Ar- 
TAXERXES, It would fhew great ingratitude in me not to acknowledge, that 
the fource of all my good fortune was from thee. During the fhort time I have been 
in Perfia, I have borne a fhare in the public mourning, and loft a generous patron 
in Mecasyzus. He received me with great humanity, and was pleafed with the * 
defign | had drawn for a repofitory of that valuable collection, which thou fenteft 
him out of Greece. The materials were in readinefs for beginning the work, if his 
death -had not prevented it. But 1 was fo fortunate as to be made known, through 
his recommendation, to the other fatraps of this magnificent court, and even to 
the great king; and a little before Mecasyzus’s death was promoted to an employ- 
ment under Oranes, fuperintendant of the royal palaces. The province affigned 
me was to carry on the ornaments of the fplendid palace of Perfepolis, to which 
improvements have been made by every fucceeding prince from Cyrus, who is 


* See Letter LXXXIX. 
efteemed 
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efteemed the founder. To pay the laft refpe& to my excellent benefactor, I came 
hither in the mournful retinue, which atrended his obfequies; I faw him here en- 
tombed in the royal mount, among the graves of the Perfian monarchs. About four 
hundred feet diftance from the citadel, thé fame rock of black marble, on which 
that is ftuated, rifes to a confiderable height; and in it are cut many cells and 


apartments, but into them no living perfon ever defcends, and the coffins are let 
down by machines from the top, 


There is a ftate and magnificence in the ftru€ture and fituation of this palace, 
that ftrikes every beholder with pleafure’ and amazement. It ftands north-caft of 
the city, commanding that fpacious valley, through which runs the river Araxes. 
The rock for threefcore acres appears to have been cut into form, with immenfe coft 
and toil, for the foundation of this marvellous pile. Nothing can be more ftately 
than the double flight of ftairs, which carries up to the firft platform of the palace 
by ninety-five fteps from the plain below. The fteps are fo commodioufly contrived, 
and of fuch a breadth from one fide to the other, that twelve horfemen may with 
great eafe ride up a-breaft. The afcent to the upper court is by a fecond flight of 
ftairs, with a large landing half way, after the manner of the firft. The fides of the 
rock both to the lower and upper platform are cut in a perpendicular fteep, and or- 
namented with figures in relievo; thofe upon the firft in a rude grotefque ftile; but 
thofe upon the fides of the fecond, which reprefents a proceflion and facrifice after a 
victory, are performed in a better tafte. The citadel at the eaft end of the palace 
is encircled with three walls each rifing above the other; the firft fixteen cubits high, 
the fecond twice that height, and the laft threefcore. They are entered by feven 
gates of burnifhed brafs. From the fummit of this citadel there is a moft extenfive 
profpect, circumfcribed only by the heavens themfelves. There is not in thefe 
‘Afiatic buildings the fame fymmetry and proportion, which we fo much boaft of in 
Greece; but there is in them fomething more great and ftupendous, than can per- 
haps refult from the more regular defigns of art. It cannot always be faid, that the 
workmanfhip furpaffes the materials ; and yet the labour, that has been employed 
in the feveral parts, is incredible. The buildings upon the upper platform are of 
Porphyry; which, notwithftanding the hardnefs of the ftone, is inlaid in many places 
with a great variety of other coftly marbles, reprefenting in Mofaic human figures, 
landfcapes, beafts and flowers. The inner walls of the ftate apartments are of black 
marble fo exquifitely polifhed, that they reflect every object like a fteel mirror, which 
extremely heightens the luftre of the gold upon the freeze, cornifhes, and flutings 
of the pillars. The famous vine in the king’s bed-chamber, which fpreads its 
branches over'the royal bed, is, in my opinion, better devifed than executed. The 
ftalk and branches are of burnifhed gold, and the clufters of orient pearl mixed with 
rubies of great value. The bedftead likewife is of gold, and the footftool alone 
eftimated at three thoufand talents. The {tate in the prefence chamber is. fupported 
swith four columns of the fame metal thick-fet with precious ftones; and the cover- 
ings are of purple embroidered with various colours. 


In the bas reliefs about this palace are reprefented moft of the civil and religious 
ceremonies of the Perfians, and, under proper emblems, the doétrines of the Magi. 
I was amazed to fee upon one of the walls-an image of monftrous fhape, with many 


Qg arms, 
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arms, like the Briareus of the Grecian poets, till, 1 difcovered, that Arrmawnivs, 
the firft principle of all evil, was meant by it. 


There is near the entrance of the great hall a jafper tablet, twenty feet in height 
from the ground, infcribed with myfterious characters. The kind of writing is 
known to few. Some have attributed the invention of it to an eminent fage called 
BeLresHazzer, who was fatrap of the province of Babylon under the Jater | Affyrian 
kings, and bore confiderable honours, after the diffolution of the empire, in the 
courts of Cyaxares and Cyrus,,,;From an Hebrew captive he was raifed to a ftate 
of fovereign dignity, for his extraordinary wifdom, and uncommon endowments. I¢ 
is recorded of him, that he was: poffeffed of a fpirit of divination, and exactly fore- 
told the great revolutions, that happened in thofe times. His knowledge extended 
itfelf to all thofe fciences and arts, that tend to enlarge the mind and embellith life; 
and what makes me mention him with the greater fondnefs is this, that he not only 
encouraged the improyvement.of arts in others, but was a matter in feveral of them} 
and particularly in architecture, Some ftrokes of his genius, ].am,told, appear in 
the plan and ftructure of this palace; and.a confiderable part of that at Sufa, where 
he long refided, was built by him. It 1s a moft finifhed defign, and fhews his fin- 
gular good tafte in building. To nia BeL.TesHazzeER, fome maintain, the peculiar 
fimplicity of the Perfian worfhip is owing; and Zoroaster, they fay, had, never 
appeared as a reformer of the Magian principles, if BrntrsHazzer had not firft 
been. The royal, f. favour, by which he was eminently diftinguifhed under. the new 
monarch after the taking of Babylon, having created him ‘the envy of the other 
fatraps, they plotted to deftroy me by obtaining a decree from Cyaxarss of fuch a 
nature, as they knew the religion of the Jews, which he firmly adhered to, would 
inevitably oblige him to tranfgrefs. The king having inadvertently figned the 
decree, could not fave him without weakening his own authority; and the’ penalty 
for tranfgrefling required, that he fhould be.expofed to lions. ‘The ftory is fet forth 
In fculpture upon an inner wall of this palace, where the king is feated in ftate with 
the infienia of royalty; and a prifoner brought in chains beldts him, who by the 
folemnity of the proceeding appears to be a “*perfon of eminence. For on one fide 
the throne are ranged the grandees of his court; and on the other the magi; anda 
felect number of priefts and nobles are withdrawn ayart, and feem, to expottulate 
with one another concerning the prifoner... Under thefe is) placed: a guard of fix 
ranks of pikes, both men and.arms in -full proport tion. With. great unwillingnefs 
Cyaxares, gave up his able and faithful counfellor. - He was fhut up in a cave of 
lions. But 1 thofe favage animals had. na: power over him,. and after having remained 
a night in thissconfinement, he was taken out unhurt, to the great confufion of his 
enemies. ‘This confirmed the king in the opinion, which he. entertained before of 
his fanctit no and. convinced all men that BertesHazzeR was a_perfon. peculiarly fa- 
voured by the Gods, Asa memorial of this ftory there are, within an frch near 
the paflage: leading to the Se eae apartments, the figure of,a man with long 
hair, to fhew the eminent rank of the pe rion, and.a lion lying, tamely, at hissfeet, an 
fien of this miraculous efcape. This | is obvious enough. But more of the fculpture 
upon thefe walls is.in ther! hieroglyphic Ways, a altogether wrapt up in:fymbols. “To 
form thefe fymbols,., they make ~ufe not. only of natural animals, but chimerical and 
fabulous. ones;, as. beafts. with wings, and birds. with four feet,. Thefefare.i images of 
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the feveral {tates and empires, that aré or have been. The Affyrian monarchy is 
fioured by a winged lion with a crown upon its head, implying the quick proerefs 
of its conquefts, Thus the.ram being’ the royal enfign of Perfia, the ram’s head, 
feen upon the pillars. here with horns one higher than the ‘other, was expreffive of 
the Medo-Perfian empire. | By the combats and fierce encounters of the natural or 
fictitious animals are fet forth the wars of different countries, and the events of thofe 
wars determining the fate of empires. ‘There is lkewife an hieroglyphic language 
ufed in the writings of the eaftern fages, which bears, I anv told, a ftri@ analogy to 
this fculptured imagery. * * * * De/unt cetera. 


_: 


ahd iid VE Gad igs hogs 2,9 
CLEANDER. to ORsAamMES. From Délphi... 


Thought it would be unpardonable, while I continued in the land of oracles, to 

neglect paying a vifit at the cave of TRopHonrvus, whichis attended even with a 
greater variety of ftrange circumftances than the fhrine at Delphi, and differs in the 
myfterious terror of its ceremonies from all others in the world. On mentioning 
the f{cheme to my companions, they readily clofed in with it. Procizs and I con- 
trived, each of us, to form a queftion, which we might propofe, when we arrived 
there; and engaged. old Arcutas to referve one‘of his:family-doubts for the refolu- 
tion of the Demi-God. We journied ina few days from Delphi to Lebadea; and 
on one fide of the town, entered a very beautiful ‘and romantic foreft, which they 
call the * grove of TrRopHonrus. The river Hercynna winds through it. On the 
fide of a rifing ground ftands the temple, fupported by brazen pillars; in the midft 
of it isthe entrance into the prophetic cavern.. We furnifhed ourfelves with fome 
cakes dipt in honey, and narrow ladders, according to our inftructions; and pro- 
ceeded in good order up the hill... Early in the morning the priefts met us in their 
formalities at the door of a building dedicated to Good Fortune, where we were 
commanded to remain fome hours. They afked, what were our refpective difficul- 
ties; and told us, we muft make an offering’ to Apotto, Saturn, Jupirer, Juno 
and Ceres. Victims were brought out with all fpeed; and the bowels being in- 
{pected, it was declared the Deity would be favourable; and then we were invited 
to make a repaft out of the leavings of the altar. J took the freedom to enquire, 
if any other rites muft be performed, before we were permitted to defcend. The 
“holy men, who waited on us, looked at’ me with fuch indignation, that I began to 
find I had made a falfe ftep. . One of them immediately entered into fo large a detail 
of luftrations and expiations, which were neceffary for paft offences, that I would 
have given a thoufand Darics to have been that moment facrificing-a Battrian ox in 
the Mithriac cell, rather than that this idle curiofity fhould have drawn me into a 
perplexing farce, fo inconfiftent with the genius of true religion. At the clofe of 
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the evening, we were informed, it was time to break off our divine meditations, and 
walk down to the river, conducted by two boys about thirteen years of age. Inthe 
mean time the priefts bufied themfelves in offering a ram to Acamzp:s, on whofe 
aufpicious afpect depends the ratification of the tormer omens. As we were un- 
dreffing to bathe, Procues, with his ufual vivacity, whifpered me, that “* he was 
amazed how one contultor of an oracle could look upon another without laughing.” 
That ceremony ended, two dofes of water were adminiftered to each of us; the one 
called Lethé, to drown the remembrance of thofe things which fo lately were the 
greateft part of our concerns; and the other Mnemofyne, to make us retain the 
memory of whatever was to be exhibited in our defcent, No body but Arcntas 
could bear thefe draughts with a pious refignation, My head was fo intoxicated 
with them, that I was in a fit condition to receive every thing the priefts fhould tell 
me, and to enter the cave with a religious kind of horror. After an obeifance or 
two to a fine ftatue of Dapatus’s workmanfhip, we were arrayed in linen habits 
adorned with ribbons, and the venerable Theban ftept forward to the mouth of the 
cave. He was rolled into it, and continued there for an hour. When he came out, 
(which was with his feet foremoft,) the natural gravity of my friend’s face feemed 
heightened into an inflexible dulnefs. He was prefently conveyed to the feat of 
Mnemofyné, and having related what he had feen and heard very confufedly, he was 
conducted into the temple of Good Fortune, where he was advifed to ftay, till he 
fhould be reftored to’ his former fenfes. Procres and I were fo aftonifhed at this 
appearance, that I believe the terror of entering into the cell made an alteration in 
our looks, almoft equal to that, which might be expected on returning from it. 
However, it was too late to withdraw. Procuies went through all the forms in the 
fame manner with Arcnras; and when he rofe again above ground, he was no. 
more the lively, the humorous companion I had: converfed with; every laughing 
feature was {truck out of his countenance. My turn being next, though I knew the 
whole to be an impudent impofture, yet it occurred to me, there muft be fomewhat 

contagious in it, fince Procres had the fame fentiments; and, if it had been poffi- 
" ble, the good fenfe of the man would have faved him from this extraordinary ftupe- 
faction. In great anxiety therefore I defired leave to fpeak with my acquaintance, 
that had gone through the operation, but was hurried into the cave without a mo- 
ment’s paufe. When I fell down, I was befet on the fudden. with a mift, and not 
having underftanding enough to be certain, whether I was awake or in a dream, con- 
jecture, that I received.a blow upon the head,;which ftunned me. Soon after F 
jancied, that * I. faw an. immenfe gap refembline san: hollowed fphere.. It had a 
darknefs, not ftill, but thick and agitated. I fhook at the dreadful noifes of beafts, 
nd groans of men and women, that iffued from an unfathomable depth. , At laft 
il was hufhed,. and a fmall voice pronounced fome ob{cure words, by way of anfwer 
o my interrogatories, that are not worthy to be blotted on my paper. As foon as 

e voice.ceafed,, 1 was dragged out of the cell, pafled a fevere examination, and 
having refrefhed myfelf in the temple, we, the next morning at break of day, took 
our leave of TRopHontus and his priefts, 
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* See Plet. p. sgo. Vol. IP. Par. 1624. In his Treatife of Socrares’s Daemon, where’ one 
Timarcesus, defirous to be inftructed in the nature of it, is faidto have yifited Trorpnonivs, and 
feen an allegorical vifion, which is related and. explained at large. 
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In my way back to Delphi, I made a vow by the hallowed groves of our prophet, 
that I would not again torture my imagination to find queftions for an oracle, con- 
vinced more than ever; that a man’s own fagacity is the only Demon to be trufted 


in real difficulties. 


Whence it proceeds, ORSAMES, I cannot tell, but there is fomething in darknefs, 
that calls up the fears, and difturbs the chearfulnefs of human nature. For which 
reafon, I am often offended at thofe, who reprefent a fecret grot, or a gloomy 
cavern, as the immediate place of his prefence, whofe moft perfect emblem is the 
radiant Miruras, expofed for ever in the glorious concave of the heavens, to engage 
the eyes and worthip of the rational part of his creation. 

2 Cc. 


EP Eero Pork R CXXHfI. 
CLEANDER to Gopryas chief fcribe. 


No fooner received information, that the plague, which has raged the whole 

fummer at Athens with great violence, was confiderably abated, than I deter- 
mined to fet out on my return thither; and as the roads at that feafon of the year 
are much infefted with parties of foldiers both of the Peloponnefian and Athenian 
allies; I took hold of an opportunity, which fortune threw in my way, to join the 
train of Cauuras and Navsicizs, the Athenian deputies to the affembly of the Am- 
phi&tyons, who were preparing for their journey home at the fame time with myfelf. 
1 experienced the good effects of travelling under their protection ; for, upon the 
borders of the territories of Attica, we fell in with a party of Boeotian light horfe, 
who were fcouring the country: the deputies immediately fent to acquaint the com- 
manding officer with their character, which by the law of nations, and the general 
practice of the Greeks, was fufficient to fecure them, and their retinue, from any 
arreft or vexation in their paffage. The officer behaved with great politenefs on this 
occafion, and prevented by his authority the violence, with which the rough foldiers, 
greedy of fpoil, were preparing to lay us under contribution. The reft of our 
journey pafied without any remarkable incident. The morning after our arrival 
Cauiias and Navsiciss made a report, firft in the fenate, and afterwards before the 
affembly of the people, of their behaviour in the Amphiétyonic council, as repre- 
fentatives of the commonwealth of Athens. They gave in the roll of contributions, 
which were laid upon all the Grascian flates for the enlargements and repairs of the 
temple of Delphi, and the particular fum, which Athens was obliged to furnifh to- 
wards her part in carrying on fo pious a work. They related a fpeech made by the 
deputies of Corinth againft the Athenians, for ereGting a chapel in the temple of 
Delphi, 1n memory of the battle near Naupactus ; which concluded with a motion, 
that'a fine fhould be fet upon them by the Armphictyons, for the celebrating victories 
of the Greeks over each other, in the fame place, where their conquefts over Bar- 


barians alone were confecrated to poiterity. But Nausicues exerted himfelf with 
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fach activity in oppofition to it, by fhewing, amongft other things, that the Athe- 
nians had done nothing unprecedented, but only followed the example of the Baco- 
tians, who ereéted ftatues in’ the fame temple, after the defeat of the Athenians. at 
Tanagra, that the Corinthians were forced to drop their motion. .When the report 
was finifhed; the people unanimoufly approved what had been done in their name 
by Catrras and Navsrcies, and likewife decreed them crowns of gold, for their 
vindication of Athens againft the unjuft. afperfions of the Corinthians. Their em= 
bafty expired with the ufual compliment of being invited to 4 public entertainment 
in the Prytanzum. 


The plague is by this time entirely ceafed; and indeed it abated gradually with 
the heats of the fummer. I afked Hippocrates, what number he thought it had 
deftroyed: he told me, by the moft exaét computation he could make, it had carried 
off no Jefs than four thoufand four hundred citizens (not to mention ftrangers) 
amongft whom the order of the Hippeis had loft three hundred for their fhare. So 
terrible a depopulation, one fhould think, noble fcribe, would infpire this ftate with 
humble and moderate fentiments, and a defire of reftoring the tranquillity of Greece. 
But this is fo far from being the cafe, that their fpirits are more raifed than ever, by 
a relation fent hither by Demostruenes of a defeat, which the Acarnanians and 
Argives, under his conduct, have given to the Ambracians and Peloponnefians under 
that of EvryLocuus. 


The Ambracians having entered Acarnania with eight thoufand heavy armed 
foot, took pofleffion of a fort called Olpis, which is built on the top of a hill not 
far from the fea. There Eurytocuus joined them with a body of Peloponnefians, 
who, by: marching through by-ways, efcaped the vigilance. of fome Acarnanian 
troops, that lay in wait to intercept them. A few days after this junction, a fqua- 
dron of twenty Athenian fhips appeared in the gulph of Ambracia, and Demosr- 
wWENES with an army of Acarnanians and Argives, (to whom were added three hun- 
dred Meffenians and fixty Athenian archers) came up, and pitched his camp in fight 
of the enemy. The two armies remained quiet two days, but early on the 16th 
began an engagement, that lafted till evening. DemostHenes with great judgment 
forefeeing where the ftrefs of the action mutt lie, placed four hundred Peltaftai or 
Targetiers in a hollow way covered with bufhes, which extended itfelf along. the 
flank of his right wing. The enemy’s left making a motion to furround him, met - 
with a vigorous refiftance in front, and was charged at the fame time fo brifkly in 
the rear by the ambufcade, that, after a fhort difpute, they threw down their arms, 
and fled. Eurvytocuus himfelf was killed in endeavouring to rally his men. In 
another part of the field the enemy’s right wing, compofed chiefly of Ambracians, 
who are reckoned the moft warlike people in thofe parts, broke the left of Demosr- 
HENES, and puthed it to the walls of Argos; but returning in diforder from the 
purfuit, the Athenian general advanced againft them with his victorious troops, and 
obliged them to take refuge within the walls of Olpis. ‘The next morning Mrng- 
patus, who fucceeded Eurytocuus in the command, propofed to DemosTHENsEs 
to furrender the fortrefs, upon condition, that he fhould be permitted to retire with 
the Peloponnefian forces only; which the latter confented to, with a view of render- 
ing the Lacedemonians odious amongft their allies for deferting the Ambracians. 
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DemosTHENES, after fetting up a trophy, and burying his dead, decamped with his 
army, to oppofe the remainder of the Ambracian forces, who, he had received in- 
telligence, were marching to the affiftance of their countrymen. He found them 
engaged in the ftreights of Idomene, where his fuperior {kill in the art of war, and 
a perfect knowledge of the country, enabled him to gain a complete victory. For 
having fent a detachment to feize the paflages of the mountains, he marched with 
the reft along the great road, and beat up the Ambracian quarters fo fuddenly, that 
the outguards made but very little refiftance ; the reft were foon routed, and a mife- 
rable flaughter made of them. ‘Thofe, who attempted to efcape, were killed or 
taken by the Acarnanian parties, who had befet the ways. Others, rather than fur- 
- render to their worft enemies, chofe to caft themfelves into the fea, and fwim for 
fafety to the Athenian fhips, which were cruifing on that coaft. In fhort, on this 
occafion the republic of Athens has acquired great glory. Her general (who in 
token of his victories has fent hither two hundred fuits of armour) recovered his 
reputation ; and the Ambracians received irreparable damages. Demosruenes adds 
in his letters, that this fuccefs might be attended with greater advantages; but that 
the Acarnanians, preferring theii old neighbourhood to that of an Athenian colony, 
are on the point of concluding an accommodation with the Ambracians, at which 
this {tate is with good reafon diffatisfied. 


Thou mayft imagine, potent lord, Iwas not a little furprized at the arrival of 
Zopyrus here from Ephefus in a Phoenician fhip. What inducement he has had 
to feek the Athenian protection, after quitting the Perfian court in fo abrupt a man- 
ner, 1am unable to difcover; but in his daily converfation, he throws off every 
mark of duty and allegiance to his fovereigh, by fetting forth the facility of feizing 
fome advantageous port in the Perfian dominions, and proffering his fervice to con- 
duct. a colony of Athenians to any, which it may be thought proper to make an 
attempt upon. From the opinion, which the better fort of citizens have formed of 
his character, and their unwillingnefs to entangle themfelves in difputes with the 
great king at a juncture, when the war now on foot demands their whole attention, 
I fhould conjecture, that this republic will enter into none of his projects. But 
whether the hopes of gain may not allure private adventurers to embark with him in 
fome defperate enterprize, I fhall not pretend to determine. However thou mayf 
depend on ,the earlieft notice of his motions; and I think Pytxow fhould be talked 
to on this fubject. That minifter fent hither pretty early information of the army 
and fleet preparing in the Perfian provinces; and by the decrees paffed in the affem- 
bly before my return from Delphi, he will be furnifhed with fufficient materials. for 
a conference. I am well affured, that the fenate have taken great alarm at fome 
fecret advices from their emiffaries in Thebes and Sparta. Some_of the principal 
members, with whom I converfe, intimate their fufpicions, that the Lacedzemonians 
will not be fo fcrupulous ‘as themfelves, about giving up the Greek cities in Afia, 
becaufe the Ionian colonies are related to the Athenians by extraction. And indeed 
as the Perfian miniftry have in all their negotiations laid great. ftrefs on this point, 
an alliance with Lacedzmon would be the moft defirable meafure. At the fame 
time, whatever views they may have about extending the commerce of the empire, 
and rendering the iflands in the 7Egean fea dependent upon the monarch of Afia, 
will be beft anfwered by weakening the naval ftrength of the Athenians. 

The 
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The eleétions for magiftrates were over as ufual on the rft of the month Heca-~ 
tombeon; they have gone chiefly in Crzon’s favour. Thou wilt perceive by a lift of 
them, which I fend enclofed, that Purtocratss is chofen. firft Archon, and CLzon, 
Nicras, EunyMEDON, SOPHOCLES, and four others, generals for the year enfuing. 
The two laft of thofe above-named are going with a fleet of forty fhips to the relief 
of the Corcyreans, whofe exiles have lately fortified themfeives in the mountains 
and lay wafte the country with fire and {word. . 


Noble fcribe, if my nephew Cuaricres of Ephefus, who will deliver this difpatch 
into thy hands, fhould find favour in thy fight, I fhall reckon it the greateft happinefs 
that can befal! him. He is a young man of prudence, activity and addrefs ; whom 
thou wilt find not unintelligent in the affairs of Greece, and extremely defirous to 
be ranked amongft thy dependents. Lefs than this I could not fay of him, becaufe 
of his real merit; and were I to add more, his near relation to me might appear te 
have blinded my judgment in his favour. 7 


From Athens. P. 


Li Per an Ee CXXIV. 
CLEANDER to Bacoas, chief eunuch in the Palace of ARTAXERXES, 


HOU, who haft fpent thy life within walls, where refides perpetual tranquil- 

lity, and none but the fofter paffions are allowed to enter, wouldft be but 
little entertained by a long detail of a puzzling treaty, or the view of a bloody 
field, where the lives of thoufands have been facrificed’ to the ambition of their - 
leaders. But thou wilt hear with pleafure of the fuccefs of my negotiations in the 
traffic of beauty, and the fair victims I have colleted from every quarter of Greece, 
for the Fane of Love, where thou prefideft. In my late journies over this country 
I have ftill been attentive to thy commifiion ; and I will venture to affirm, that I 
have now embarked for Ephefus thirty as accomplifhed virgins, as ever adorned the 
inner chambers of the palace. How will thy wrinkles, venerable eunuch, . foften 
into a fmile, when thou receiveft them from their covered chariots at the fecret 
gate? Amongit the orange trees upon the fteps of the marble fountain, thou wilt 
examine with tafte their different charms ; and, after a ftriét examination, rank them 
in their feveral orders. Happy old man! who cool and unconcerned cantt leifurely 
shrow thy eyes over fuch enchanting forms, and feel only the quiet joy of admini- 
{tring to the pleafures of thy matter. 


Thou wilt eafily diftinguifh the Ionian beauties from their graceful movements in 
the dance, and their fubmitting with lefs reluétance to thy curious regards. ~The 
more fhy Athenians will pleafe thee by the peculiar fweetnefs of their accent. and 
the mafterly manner in which they touch the lyre. But the blooming iflanders, the 
daughters of Curos and Lessos, will {trike thee moft by the fymmetry of their 

features, 
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features, their long flowing treffes, their large black eyes, and the elegant magni- 
ficence of their ecto 


To contraft thefe, there are three more northern beauties from the banks of Stry~ 
moa,. with fair Popes and golden hair. There is one thou muft look upon as 
a- curiofity 5 a Spartan, daughter of one of the Ephori, whom my friend, the 
Trierarch PHILocLEs, earhial off in a defcent- upon the coaft of Peloponnefus. 
CueEonis expreffes all the haughtinefs of her country, and her quality, in her coun- 


tenance; accompanied with a manly kind of beauty, which, though it commands 
refpect, by no means excludes love. 


The tender Leowtium T muft recommend to thy peculiar care, and beg thou wil 
prefent her in my name to the chamberlain Hypasprs. He, who fhews fo elegant 
a talte in his Hea his. furniture, and his amuféments, is no lefs refined in his 
more fecret pleafures; nor will refufe to accept this token of my gratitude fo well 
fuited to his delicacy... The ingenuous fweetnefs of. her countenance, and the noble- 
nefs of her demeanour, prove her to be-what‘her ftory pretends fheis. The pirate 

t Scyros, who fold her, and had brought her up, afiured me, that when he took 
her in a cruize off Kuboea, fhe was wrapped up in a rich mantle, and wore a brace- 
let fet with gems; but he could learn'no’ particulars relating to her, becaufe the 
nurfe, and: the. reft of her attendants, perifhed in the engagement. Confcious of 
the ftate fhe 1s fallen from, fhe retains an air of melancholy, which my friend’s hu- 
nanity is fo fitted, -and will be fo pleated to difpel. 


The twenty. flaves, whom: I have chofen to attend thefe virgins, are well verfed in 
the various arts fo muchy;efteemed in’ the palace of the queens. Some form -an 
agreeable concert on ail kinds of imnftruments.; others are fkilful at the loom, and 
trace out the moft beautiful patterns for the richeit embroidery. Others’ prepare 
perfu mes, and are practifed to attend at the bath. ‘The three Corinthians I pur- 
chafed out of the houle of the moft magnificent courtefan in that city. They are 
taught all the niceties of drefs, to braid the’ hair, to adjuit the robe, to tie the 
fandal, and know all thofe curious fecrets which‘heighten or preferve beauty. 


Give. me leave to be.a little vain upon my having thus added to the number of 
thy fair iubjects. Happy fubjects! under fuch a guardian; removed from the dan- 
ger 8 to. which helplefs beauty is expofed, from the perplexing cares of life, the tu- 
inul cuous fallies of ungoverned love, and the raging paffions of difagrecing rivals, 

1ey are placed in the awful fanctuary of innocence ~and purity, where the “profane 
cannot enter; they enjoy all the delights:of a well‘ordered magnificence. Awed b 
thy difcipline, made ealy by thy centlenefs, their minds are ever ferene and chearful; 
their affections ever: tempered and regulated; their power of pleating is directed to 
one object; their ideas of happinefs, “all their i trail ports, center in one lord. When 
initructed by thy leffons, and purified with * oil of myrrh and fweet odours, they 
appro ch his Bed. how are their hearts elated to meéet the embraces of a monarch, 
wao can reward their attention to pleafe him with ‘the revenues ee a province! But 


* Vide E/ther, cap. iil. 
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the fortunate fair, in whom the king delights, who is again fummoned from the fe- 
cond houfe of the women, partakes the higheft honours, that a mortal can receive ;. 


the bonds of captivity fall inftantly from her hands, and the imperial tiara encircles. 
her head. Adieu. 


From Athens the 17th of Mamaéterion, P. and W.. 


LE DvP hbaRy ©OxXxy,: 


Gopryas chief feribe, &e. to CLEANDER at Athens. From Sufi. 


r YHOU takeft the fureft way to filence the calumnies of thy enemies, by con+ 
_ tinuing to difcharge the duties of thy employment to the entire fatisfaQion of 
thofe, who wifh thee well; and haft given the king and fupreme council frefh proofs: 


of thy fufficiency in bufinefs, by the variety and importance of thy Delphic dif- 
patches. 


The domeftic tranquillity, which we enjoy at prefent, the good order eftablifhed 
through the feveral provinces of the empire, and the flourifhing condition of our 
troops and finances, give us leifure to look abroad, and furvey the pofture of affairs. 
in foreign nations. The king, we hope, will foon be able to determine, from the 
negotiations now carrying on, to which fide of the contending Grecian ftates the 
influence of his arms mutt be, carried» «And how near matters draw towards a con- 
clufion,, thou wilt be better able to judge, when I have related to thee the refult of 
fome conferences between myfelf and Pyrnon, and the advices lately fent by Cra- 
T1ppus from Sparta. Not many days ago, Pyrson made me a vifit, and told me,. 
that his republic having received information, that a large body of forces was to 
allemble early in the fpring near Sardis, had fent him exprefs orders to obtain a 
categorical anfwer from the. minifters, as to their deftination; fince the people of 
Athens had reafon to apprehend, that they were defigned againft the Grecian colo- 
nies in Afia, which by Cimon’s treaty were rendered independent of Perfia. I re- 
plied, that the king, my mafter, from his regard and obfervance of treaties, parti- 
cularly of one fo difadvantageous to himfelf, for a courfe of many years, had not 
deferved, without ftrong grounds, to be fufpeéted of an intention to violate them - 
that I could not help thinking this peremptory demand was ftarted a dittle unfea- 
fonably: and that it looked very much as if his:ftate fought occafions for a rupture, 
by forcing a difagreeable anfwer from the king. That I would, however, affure 
him, that thefe troops, which were not numerous enough to give umbrage to the 
Athenians, were not defigned, either againft them or any of their allies, unlefs, by 
their behaviour they obliged the king, againft his inclination, to commence hoftili- 
ties. Py THON did not feem fatished with this anfwer ; and, amoneft other objec- 
tions to it, faid, it was plain the empire was preparing fome great ftroke, as it was 
well known, that, befides this army at land, a powerful fleet was equipping in the 
ports of Phoenicia. I replied, with an appearing warmth, that it was true a fqua- 


dron 
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dron was fitting out to protect the commerce of our tradine fubjects, which was 
miierably difturbed and interrupted by the Peloponnefian and Athenian navies: that 
daily reprefentations were made to the minifters from the moft eminent merchants, 
that their veffels were ftopped and fearched, the’effects feized,’ and even the men im- 
ptifoned, by the fhips of war belonging to both parties, under pretence} that they 
were carrying arms and provifion to their eneriies../01 affured him the king could no 
longer fuffer thefe violences, but would think himfelf unworthy the crown he wore, 
if, he did not protect the. properties and perfons of his fubjeéts, and infift upon am- 
ple reparation of the damages they fuftained. 

Pytuon defired me to confider, that thefe were inconveniences unavoidably at- 
tending neutral powers in a ftate of war; that many of the infolences complained 
of are committed for the fake of gain by particular officers, without the confent or 
even knowledge of their principals; and that if I would give him a lift of the 
dufferers, and an eftimate of their loffes, he was fure the Athenians would give fa- 
tisfaction to thofe, who were unjuftly oppreffed. He added, that he was concerned 
to find me more difpofed to inflame than accommodate matters between our 
mafters; and that it was purely to avoid it, he had omitted making complaint, as 
he was ordered, .that the Perfian veffels frequented the feas between the Cyanian and 
Chelidonian iflands, in. dire&t violation of the tenth article of C:mon’s peace. ~“I 
told him, it .was. probable, the merchant thips' might take that courfe in their 
voyages; but that was not contrary to the treaty, which only fays, that the Per- 
fians fhould not fail in thofe feas cuy waxpats vaticr, “ with thips of war.” After 
fome altercation between us on the manner in which this article was complied with, 
he reprefented one while, that the Greeks would make it a common caufe, if the 
two fundamental ftipulations in Crmon’s peace (the independence of the Afiatic 
colonies, and the reftraint on our navigation) were broken through; at another 
time, that the Athenians, provided they could gain the good will of the king of 
Perfia, would foften the rigour of them. But at laft he faid plainly, that the 
commonwealth of Athens hoped we would not take part in the differences between 
them and the Lacedzmonians, as not being at all interefted therein; but if we 
were refolved to interfere, they had as good pretenfions to our friendfhip, as any 
other Grascian ftate. I faid, if the Athenians had any overtures to make,’ they 
might fend an embafly to propofe them in exprefs terms; but that talking in gene- 
ral of the regard and efteem which his republic had for the king, without enter- 
ing upon particulars, tended only to amufe and create diftruft. As PyrHon’ had 
nothing more to offer, our conference ended; and I eafily perceived his chief in- 
tent was to, found our defigns, and by throwing out fome foftening hints of the 


amicable difpofition of .Athens, prevent any immediate refolution to break with 
them. 


Nicanper ftill preferves that roughnefs and fingularity in his behaviour, with 
which he began his embafly. He fcarce ever ftirs out of his houfe, makes no ac- 
quaintance in the court, and feldom confers with me. Cratrppus writes me word, 
that his own: ftate is fo ill fatisfed with the dry uninfotming' difpatches they receive 
from him, that they intend to fupply his place, toward the beginning of next dines 

hea) with 
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with. fome abler minifters, who will have it in charge to prevofe to us terms of the 
higheft advantage, in exchange for our friendfhip. It feems they repent the abrupt. 
manner, in which the negotiation was broke off laft year; and SrHenetarpas the 
Ephorus, the great promoter of the war, and the prefent director of their counfels, 
has moft heartily declared: himfelf for calling in our affiftance, rather than: fail in. 
the main point of reducing the. power of Athens. 


I have endeavoured to trace out. the unaccountable flight of Zopyrus, and find” 
by intercepted letters, and other intelligence, that after making the beft of his way 
to I'phefus, he took fhipping there; and it is not yet known, whither he direéted: 
his courfe.  If,,.as. we have reafon: to: fufpect,, he conclude his ramble at Athens, I 
know thou wilt be vigilant in examining: his conduét and defigns, and acquainting | 
us with the encouragement he receives: not that we apprehend any danger, either. 


from his mtereft-at home, or addrefs abroad ;. but in. fuch cafes precaution is always 
ufeful. 


I congratulate thee, Crranper, that thou’ clofeft the year in quiet and fafety, , 
which, by the cabals of thy enemies, threatened thee at its fetting’ out with the 
ftorms of faction. Hf to be honoured with the favour of the prince, confirmed in the 
e{tcem of the minifters, and fupported by the zealous endeavours of friends, are the 


proper incitements of induftry and rewards:of merit, thy fituation is of all others the- 
moit fortunate. | Farewel. 


Re. 
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OME of my friends here, a few.days-ago, accidentally fell into a difpute about’: 

the comparative excellence of the two fexes.. It was occafioned by one, who’: 
ventured to call. in queftion that natural title to fuperiority, which we had all along. 
in fo peremptory a manner claimed to ourfelves. He maintained, that there was 
no diftinétion of fexes in the. foul; that in both it was equally capable-of improve- 
ment; and that the vifible pre-eminence on our fide was entirely to: be refolved into - 
the greater degree of care and culture, that had been beftowed upon us.- He made 
fome doubt, whether the other fex were naturally, and before the acquired foftnefs; , 
which they had derived from education, lefs able to undergo the more hardy and. 
Jaborious employments, which are now appropriated to us under the name of’ manly. 
However, added he, intellectual capacity has plainly no fort of dependance upon 
the vigour and weaknefs: of the animal. conftitution, fince in’ our fex' the ‘greateft 
ftrength of underftanding, is often to be obferved in bodies of the moft' tender ‘and 
delicate make, But.as example and experience. may be fuppofed.to have much more 


weight. 
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weight in this matter, than any kind of abftra reafoning, he fupported his opinion: 
by the inftance of the celebrated Aspasta; a woman, whofe attainments in the whole 
circle of fciences have exceeded the moft improved geniufes in an age and country, 
which think they have made the greateft advancement in knowledge of any other, 
As fhe is yet alive in this city, though age has taken off the bloom of her perfon, 
and the death of Perictes diminifhed her intereft in it, it may not perhaps bea 
difagreeable entertainment to acquaint thee with fome of the more diftinguifhing 
parts of her charaéter, and inform thee of fuch remarkable circumftances relating to 
her, as converfation with herfelf or others may have helped me to the knowledge of, 


Aspasia is a native of Miletus, more famous than any other city of Ionia, for 
the number of extraordinary perfons it has produced. This doubtlefs cannot io pro- 
bably be accounted for from any efficacy of the climate, as from the affiftance edu- 
cation may beftow, or the encouragement that arts may receive in one place above 
another. Her quality I find not altogether fettled ; many of her own fex dwell with 
fome pleafure on the fuppofed obfcurity of her birth, as a circumftance, that throws 
fomething of a fhade over the luftre of her character; and fpeak with more cer- 
tainty, than perhaps they ought, of the lownefs-of her defcent, to take her down 
from that envied height of greatnefs, to which her virtues have raifed her above the 
reft of her contemporaries. Nor is it agreed, what was the chief motive of her 
coming to Athens: fome fuggeft, that this was the moft likely place for her advance- 
ment, as a theatre, on which her literary qualities might be difplayed with the mott 
fucceis. But the fame reafon might probably draw her hither, which has drawn 
fo many others of any curiofity or ambition to excel in knowledge, the defre of im- 
proving herfelf in a place of the moft allowed reputation for learning. However, 
all agree to fpeak of her, as one, in whom are united ‘the higheft endowments of 
mind and body; the utmoft brightnefs of parts, and beauty of perfon; the one 
heightened and recommended by all that eafe and grace, which travel and acquain- 
tance with the beit company beftow ; the other improved by a careful ufe of all thofe 
advantages, which a free converfe with all the celebrated wits of Greece could give 
her, Her thoughts were not confined within the narrow province of domeftic bufi- 
nefs, nor laid out in acquiring thofe more fhowy and fuperficial accomplifhments, 
which too often engage the whole attention of that fex.. She had gained an early 
acquaintance with every part of ufeful literature ; but her favourite ftudies, to which 
fhe had devoted more care and pains, were philofophy and politics. Anaxacoras, 
one of the firft credit for his attainments in natural knowledge, was not efteemed 
fuperior to her in that one point, to which the chief enquiries of a whole life had 
béen directed; and the ableft ftatefmen in Athens do not better underftand the con- 
ftitution of the feveral cities.of Greece, or more readily difcern thofe nice conjune- 
tures end dependencies, which make up their refpetive interefts. She is fuppefed 
to have imitated the manner, and in fome.meafure to have formed -herfelf upon the 

ttern of Tracetia, her country-woman; one of great arr anc intrigue, who by 
her abilities and addrefs had infinuated herfelf into the confidence of many leading 
men in Greece, learnt their fentiments in public matters, and by difpofing many of 
them by degrees to think more favourably of the defigns of the orea king, at- 
tached them at length to his fervice. But of all her high qualities, what could not 
fail of recommending her to the greateft notice and favour under fuch a government, 
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is her admirable eloquence, and abfolute command over the opinions and affections 
of the hearers. No wonder, that one of fo uncommon a capacity fhould draw 
after her numbers of fuch an inquifitive nation, to hear her leffons of morality, 
and to be witnefles of her power of perfwafion! But is it not wonderful, Hypasprs! 
that fhe, who fo perfectly knows, and can fo admirably explain the excellence of 
virtue, fhould be fo little influenced by it, as fhe is reprefented to have been in her 
own conduct? ‘That fhe, who had fo entire an afcendancy over the paffions of others, 
fhould be fo far wanting in regulating her own? Some of the moft confiderable 
perfons here do not, however, difdain to pay her a conftant attendance, for the fake 
of their own improvement; and nothing fure can give one a more exalted idea of 
Aspasia’s accomplifhments, than that Socrates, the moft rational of the Grecian 
philofophers, and fcarce inferior to our renowned Zerousut, can learn from her 
new maxims of wifdom; than’that Pericyes, the ableft fpeaker, and moft confum- 
mate itatefman, fhou!d apply to her to be further improved in the arts of eloquence, 
and more perfedtly inftructed in the interefts of Athens. Thefe qualifications gained 
fo far by degrees on the affeCtions of Pericxies, as to give great difturbance to his 
wife, a woman of fome rank and {pirit. ‘They agreed therefore to part, that each 
might be at liberty to make a fecond choice; for the feverer laws of Athens allow 
not our fex to follow the freer practice that prevails in Perfia, and to aflert the pri- 
vilege of a plurality of wives; which is uncontefted through all the countries of the 
eaft. He was married to her immediately after this feparation; and many inftances 
are remembered of the extraordinary love, which he always exprefied for her. She 
had the addrefs conftantly to maintain the influence fhe had over him, but (as it 
was faid) not the honour to make ufe of it on fuch occafions only, as were advan- 
tageous to his character, or ferviceable to his country. I know many perfons are 
of opinion, but, I believe, without the leaft foundation, that he was prevailed on by 
her to engage Athens in a war, in which its interefts were no way concerned, in 
favour of the Milefians againft the people of Samos. It is certain, that fhe attended 
him hither, and erected fome public monuments in memo: y of his conquefts; and 
it is fuppofed (but ridiculoufly) that fhe had a fhare in that celebrated harangue, 
made in honour of fuch Athenians, as were flain in the firft year of the war. 


But Prricies was foon after obliged, not only to exert all the powers of his elo- 
quence, but to try the laft efforts of his intereft and Importunity with the 
her favour, when, upon the complaint of Hzermippus, fhe was publ 


impiety, and leading a debauched and diffolute 
of the young Athenians. 


judges in 
icly accufed of 
life, by miniftring to the pleafures 
The former part of the charge at Athens is by no means, 
I'think, the worft imputation upon her charaétér; fince the explication of natural 
appearances has been underftood here to imply a difbelief of the Deity, and it has 
been dangerous to affert, that the fun, the throne and refidence of the radiant 
Miruras, is a mats of fire no bigger than Peloponnetus. 


! 
Afperfions are fometimes caft upon Aspasia’s charaéer, as one,’ whofe foul is, 
they pretend, 


of too elevated a kind to ftoop to the common concerns of houfhold 
affairs, and who has too extenfive views, to fhew any regard to matters of fo confined 
and inferior a nature. But thefe are the fufpicions of fuch, who {peak rather from 
general obfervation, than any particular knowledge of Aspasta. Many, who know 


her, 
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her, affirm, that her great capacity for public bufinefs does not hinder her paying a 
proper attention to the private duties of domeftic life; nor her {kill in the move- 


ments of the planetary fyftem give any interruption to the good order and ceco- 
nomy of her own family. 


After the death of Pzricues fhe married Lystcizs, one of mean parts and pa- 
rentage. Though this circumftance of her life gives one no very admirable idea 
of her temper or character, yet it will help to fhew thee, what uncommon addrefs 
and incredible dexterity fhe is.miftrefs of. For her new hufband, thouch neither 
recommended by the dignity of his birth, nor his talents for bufinefs, thouch not 
fupported by the fplendour of his fortune, or the intereft of his friends, is advanced, 


ame fole credit and contrivance, to the higheft offices and honours in the ftate.. 
leu. 


G.. 


Do Bhs ea Rin OX OX VEL: 
CLEANDER to Gosryas. From Athens. 


SEND thee, noble feribe, what thou wilt permit me to call a very valuable 
prefent, becaufe I am fure thy wifdom will efteem it fuch. It is no lefs than a 
tranicript of the laws of Soton. They have been fo univerfally celebrated over Eu- 
rope, that not many years ago, a certain city on the banks of Tiber, fcarce known. 
in thefe polifhed parts of the world, fent folemn deputies to Athens, who were in- 
dulged in copying them, and carried home the precious charge in triumph to their 
countrymen. This diftin@tion was juftly due to their pre-eminence over thofe of 
all other ftates; nor can any thing raife in thee an higher veneration for them, ex- 
cept thou lifteneft to what the Athenians themfelves pretend, that the world owes 
to Attica the invention of laws. So abfurd an affertion is equally ridiculous with 
that concerning their own original from the foil they dwell upon, as it fuppofes, that 
legal juftice and fubordination were not diétated to all men, by the common voice 
of nature, and condition of fociety. Both traditions arofe from the fame principle 
of vanity, perhaps too in the fame barbarous age of fuperftition; and operate in 
the fame manner on a credulous and proud people. This, however, is an idle fpe- 
culation, and affects not the merit of the Athenian pandect; for 1am convinced,. a 
better than theirs was never formed, for the propagation of perfonal virtue, and the 
eftablifhment of a popular religion; nor can any more effectually promote the va- 
rious, yet connected interefts of liderty and commerce, thofe main pillars of national 
felicity. One piece of policy will pleafe thee, among many inftances, which thou 
wilt obferve of it in their ftatutes; I mean the brevity prevailing in the forms of 
drawing them, and the forbearing to recite the motives,* that produced each of 
them. ‘The former leaves no room for evafion or obfcurity; the latter prevents 
litigioufnets, 


o 
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litigioufnefs, becaufe every reafon exprefied by the legiflator is the foundation of 
many fuits, and all men choofe to obey the laws upon their own reafons, 

If any infticution feems blameable, it is that which makes ingratitude a legal crime, 

I know it has afforded a fair field of panegyric to the flatterers of Athens, as well 
rat its fingularity, as the fanction it receives from private confcience; but to me it 
has always appeared either wholly unneceflary, or attended with inconveniences, It 
is unneceffary, becaufe we muft acknowledge it enough, (if we confider it) that the 
generality of legiflators endeavour to reftrain us from violations of right; and as to 
every thing that concerns the duties of humanity, fend every man to his own breaft 
for information. He, who is acquainted with thofe actions, which procure reputa- 
tion or. difgrace, knows the natural infamy accompanying the ungrateful. He 
knows, that fuch an one mult feel the pangs of remorfe, and the vapours of foli- 
tude: he knows too, that fuch characters are rarely found ; for if providence has 
made not only our reafon, but our weakneffes, prompt, us in ees cafes to a benefi- 
cence almoit difinterefted, hen certainly much more to gratitude. 


Thefe indeed are the natural fanctions of this amiable virtue, and, one would th'nk, 
fufficient force to fecure us from any Pibitians of it. But fhould it be fug- 
gefled that fuch violations occur fometimes in fociety, I grant that they fometimes 
occur, and, | believe, could maintain, that they are provided againft incidentally by 
the laws of all ftates; for they are often fo interwoven wn crimes of injuitice, as 
at once to aggravate both the crime and the oe oh 


So far then in eve cco Raa 
as they are underftood to be aggravations of injuitice, they are the objects of the 


magiftrate’s care. As to acts of unmixed and downright ingratitude, they feldom 
happen ; and, whenever they do, muft be left for puni ifhment to the hatred of man- 
kind, the eat of reafon, ‘the torments of confcience, and the fanétions of reli- 
elon. The ¢ ay magittrate ought not to interpofe, becaufe shee a do not im- 
medi ately affect st the peace or rights of fociety, his ‘interpofition ould bring on 


a 
thoufand inconveniences. No court of judicatui re can with fuch Ries define the 


proportion of one benefit. to another, as they can compare the nature of contefted 


of 


Lui 


claims. ‘Thofe proportions would be rated diffe erently in the forum of juftice, and 
the forum of confcience ; for if juftice reftores to every man no more than his due, 
and gratitude often exceeds the real value of .a favou- in the return it makes for it; 
then, upon the principles of juftice, no magiftrate could oblige me to over-pay a 
benefit; though upon the Been Pa of gratitude I fhould think myfelf frequently | 
obliged todo fo. Andif it be faid, that in cafes, which relate to either, the magi- 
{trate muft decide according to the rules of each; yet the intention of the leoiflator 
moit certainly was, that points of gratitude fh emis be determined according to the 
rules of Ice fince, on the contrary fuppatinan, the doing a flight favour to 
another might be ufed as an artful way of éxtorting a return for it, 


"euch creater 
than its mete So that 1f the maeciftrate 1s ae to avoid various Al coniequences, 


which would flow from a different method of determ ination, he muft confider cales 
of gratitude in the light of pecuniary debts. me or which reafon the jurildiétion of 
ae magiltrate, as to fuch cafes, muft operate imperfectly. The proceedings of the 

rum of confcience aad of juftice moft evidently interfere, and no attempt fhould 


be 
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be made to unite them. The principles. of juftice would be forgot, if thofe of Hi) 
gratitude were always obferved; and the very nature of gratitude would be de- | | 
ftroyed, if weighed by the rules, as its yrace would be loft, if it were inforced by Wi 
the penalties of juftice. Such a law then founds prettily in the words, yet, when i 
examined, is nothing but found. It tends to make the intercourfe of benefits among HW 
friends as mercenary, as the exchange of commodities in the dealings of merchants. 
It fets men on their guard againft each other; and gives them a referve in accept- 
ing kindneffes, left they fhould be called upon by law to return them, and therefore 
undermines tke principle it was intended: to fupport. Excellent minifter, thou wilt 
forgive the peculiarity of my fentiments; 1 know they are inconfiftent with a law 
eftablifhed in Perfia, and a law in /Egypt; but, if I miftake not, they are deduci- 
ble both from the reafonings of f{peculative philofophers, and the practice of wife 


legiflators. 
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The Athenians are commendable for not confining the judges in their determina- 
tions to the ftriét letter of the law. In all ftates the extremities of too much law, 
and too little, are to be equally avoided. Difcretion and fixed law fhould be 
mingled together; the former to provide againft particular cafes, that may arife 
and could not be forefeen: the latter to be a general rule of action: the one may 
moderate or add to the rigour of the law; the other prevents ignorance, difobedience, 
ficklenefs. in the people; in the judges, it prevents favour, hatred, or corruption. 
For in order to deter the magiftrate from bending the law in fuch a way as to break 
it, I am content the magiftrate fhould be in the power of the law, while a difcre- 
tionary power is vefted in the magiftrate. And fhould it be objected, that the fitu- 
ation of the magiftrate would be dangerous and precarious, if he were liable to be 
called to an account for the exercife of this difcretionary power, it may well be an- 
{wered, that it is ft the ftate fhould have an eye over his actions, and that an ap- 
peal fhould lie from his tribunal to the dernier refort. If it appears in forne cafes, 
that his judgments are wrong, and that neverthelefs he gave them according to con- 
{cience and his opinion, the judgment may be reverfed, without any infamy attend- 
ing the judge. But if it appears, that he has been biaffed by evil motives to give 
even a right determination, then he deferves to be punifhed with feverity. Such 
falutary provifions as thefe, againft the licentioufnefs of abad magiftrate, can never 
become reftraints on the freedom of a good one. In Perfia, as all fubordinate ju- 
dicatures are derived from the fovereign, fo they are under his immediate infpec- 
tion ; for he communicates his authority, without quitting the throne, or fharing it 
with any one. And certainly the wifdom and power of a great prince muft be much 
more awful to a magiftrate, than the divided councils,of a popular affembly. 
How moving is that leffon of integrity to the paffion of fear, which may be learnt 
from the exemplary punifhment inflicted by Campyszs on a corrupt judge! He or- 
dered his body to be flayed after his death, and that the feat in the court, where he 
prefided, and where his fon fucceeded him, fhould be covered with the fkin. Thus 
the very chair became a conftant monitor of duty to the magittrate. 


The laws of Perfia, noble Gosryas, excel thofe of Athens in one point, which 
is efteemed the perfection, and almoft the definition, of a free government ; “ that 


“ they indulge the greateft liberty of accufing, with the leaft of calumniating.” 
Sf For 
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For in Athens, if an accufation is found to be falfe and malicious, the accufer is only 
Gned in a certain fum of money; whereas in Perfia he fuffers all thofe punifhments, 
which would have been inflicted on the accufed, had the accufation been made out. 
I never reflect on the illuftrious inftance, which our monarch once gave of his im- 
partial regard to this law, without being wrapt in admiration of fuch exalted virtue. 
One of his favourites, thou knowelt, attempted formerly to make ‘him fufpect the 
honefty of a faithful officer. The officer was imprifoned; the charge being exa- 
mined, proved groundlefs, and the king turned his whole indignation on the perfi- 
dious informer. He wifely faw, that to have done otherwife would have been to 
open a door to envy,. revenge, and defamation; to arm malice with the public au- 
thority ; and to deprive the throne of its moft facred charaéter, “ the protection of 
innocence from fpecious calumnies, or lawlefs oppreffion.” 


Cc. 


L&T VTE RR. CXXVHL 
CLEANDER to GOBRYAS. 


HOU hat encouraged me, noble {cribe, to. tranfmit many papers of a politicak 
kind to the court.of Perfia. » I will now open to thee the rife and progrefs of 

the conftitution of Athens, fince it is.well worth thy notice, They give no account 
of themfelves before-Ocyczs, and that is fufficiently romantic. They fpeak of his 
age in, the higheft. terms of foolifh admiration; and affirm, that when the reft ‘of 
the world was in. a. ftate. of ignorance and darknefs, they were flourifhing in arts and. 
power. But after a reign; of thirty-two years, a flood fwept away not only their 
cities, and hiftorical records, but both the monarch and the people. After a long 
interval of time, Cecrors with fome followers came out of Egypt, and fettled in 
Attica, where they united into a fmall community. This prince built a town, which 
he called. after himfelf Czcropna, on: the rock, where the citadel now ftands, and 
inftituted four tribes... Inthe reign of Cecrops the fecond, they talk of twelve little: 
cities, which were difperfed over.the country, each of them enjoying feparate privi-. 
leges and immunities. Cecropia was, the capital,, where the king refided, to whom,, 
in cafes of difficulty.or of danger,, the fubjedts. dutifully applied. J will ‘not infift. 
on the hardfhips,.through, which Tugszus ftrugeled in his way to the kingdom. It 
is well known,.that.after having defeated the tons of Panpron, his.grand-father, who: 
contefted.the fovereignty with him,, and freed his country from the yoke of Minos, 
he diligently watched, over its, interefts, reformed it,, and was. properly. the firft law- 
giver, whovappeared,inat. He colleGed the peeple into one city, by which means,. 
though he added to their ftrength, yet he laid a foundation for continual animofities,. 
and gave a lurking principle of ‘death, to.the conftitution. For whenever the body 
of, ren, that compofe the.ftate, aresunited in one city,, they must’ frequently be dif- 
turbed by.,political.tempefts. , In fuch goyernments the purfuits of ambition engage 
every man. fromthe greateft to the meanelt ; and hence arifes the moft, factious and 
uniteady. genius of a republic. He eftablifhed a common court of juffice ; oa to 
lew. 
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fhew-his reverence to the Gods,. and efpecially to the Deity, from whofe name the 
town was Called Athens, he ordained the feaft Panathenza. To give a fanction to 
his conduét, THeszus, like other leciflators, confulted the oracle, and promifed to 
lay down the regal power, referving only the military command, and guardianfhip 
of the. laws, to -himfelf,, He divided the Athenians into three ranks of noblemen, 
hufbandmen,, and.artificers., The firft excelled in honour, the ‘next in riches, and 
the third. in number, Thefe. changes were fo well received, that no further altera- 
tion was:made. in their affairs, till after the death of Coprus by the abolition of 
kings, who at that time retained only the titles of royalty, with no mor€ power than 
‘Tuessus,;and.not fo much authority. . Perpetual and decennial Archons foon funk 
into amhual ones;» and Draco. was at laft nominated, not indeed to alter the gencral 
plan'of the ftate, but. to make fome farther and more;particular provifion in matters 
of:private right.) ;This.man, . however, having little knowledge of mankind, and'a 
very bad opinion of them,, was unfit for the office.; and, with .ah unparalleled feve- 
rity, inflicted death for.every offence, as well. as that of murder. So that it were 
better to -have lived in a ftate of nature; when the law of retaliation took place, 
than-under.the favage tyftem of Draco.:, Thou may’ft eafily conjecture, GoBryas, 
no people could, bear this... Within the {pace of a few years ‘they invefted SoLon 
with an unlimited powér over the whole oeconomy. of, their conftitution. In the 
courfe of my difpatches I have already given thee fome account, how far he new 
modelled it. -It is certain, he always defigned to temper-the people by the nobility; 
and to check the petulance of thofe, who have moft intereft in the ftate, by thofe, 
who have moft wifdom, in it. His republican plans were fomewhat interrupted by 
the fhort-lived influence of,Pisisrrarus; but on the murder of Hirparcuus, and 
the: fight of Hippias, his fons, (the latt of whom perfuaded Darius to the de- 
ftructive war againft the Greeks) CuistHenes revived them, and added new laws 
béth in completion and amendment of the fcheme of Soton. es 


The greateft blow, that ever was given to the firmnefs and tranquillity of the 
Athenian government, came from the beft man, who in any age has lived under it, 
ArtstipEs; and he was ainong the firft, who felt. the confequences of it. But it was 
owing, not to choice but to neceflity 3 for the people (as I have hinted in a * former 
letter) grew turbulent at home, being elated with their fuccefs abroad at Platea; fo 
he agreed to admit them to-an equal capacity of bearing offices with the three rich 
orders of the ftate, who were divided by Soon, according to the valuation of their 
fortunes, and had till’ then compofed:the fenate of four hundred. Hence all orders, 
contrary to the inftitution of SoLon;. were promifcuoufly blended, and the fenate not 
being made. up of the natural ariftocracy,.were in name only diftin& from the 
affembly, but were divefted in fact: of all feparate authority. The Demagogues, 
who were to report matters from the fenate, propofed them, not only to the deter- 
mination, but to the debate of the people, which to this day maintains two. oppofite 
parties in’ the city. Indeed the balance of the republic was never well fixed, fince 
before the expedition of XERXES, it was in danger of falling into an oligarchy, as 
x has now fallen into the hands of the multitude. Such. effects are confequent on 


* Letter XIII. 
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two original defeéts in its fettlement: the firft is an unequal diftribution of property, 
whence a fluctuation of power enfues; and the other Is an uncertain divifion of pri- 
vileges between the fenate and people, in the tranfaction of bufinefs, which (joined 
to the other caufe) produces perpetual fedition. As thefe original faults in the 
conftitution have given rife to diforders in the adminiftration, fo a very blameable 
fault, that took its rife in the adminiftration, is like to bear hard on the conftitution. 
I will explain it to thee fully. Thou knoweft it is the aim of this republic, and 
agreeable to the principles, on which it has been founded, to extend its commerce, 
and increafe the number of its dependent ftates. It is in purfuance of this plan of 
empire, that the youth, when they enter into the fervice, take an oath to improve 
the dominions of Athens to the utmoft of their abilities, “* while there are 
vineyards and olive trees without its limits.” How often has it fent forth colonies 
to build new cities, armies to fubdue new countries, and brought home the corn of 
ZEgypt, and the {pices of Arabia, in the fhips of its wealthy traders! Thus they 
have raifed a name, which is immortal, and accordingly for fome time placed them- 
{elves at the head of this country. But by cruelty to thofe, who openly acknow- 
ledged their power, and arrogance over thofe, who connived at it, they have been 
forced to contraét their views, and, inftead of endeavouring to propagate, they are 
now labouring to preferve their influence. | . 


Noble Gosryas, behold Athens, and L.acedemon, the one formed’ for encreaf, , 
and the other for + prefervation, acting in contradiction to the exprefs defign of. 
their lawgivers, and the genius of their ftates. The one drawn into a pofture of 
mere defence by its madnefs in profperity; the other betrayed into an * offenfive war 
by its own jealoufy and the voice of its allies. Then penetrate into the dark abyds. 
of futurity, and refle& on the ruin.of Greece. | 

C.. 


LETTER CXXIX. 
CLEANDER to HIPPIAS.., 


HOU art acquainted doubtlefs with the unbounded liberties taken by titis« 

people, in cenfuring the conduct of their great men. When the national wi- 
vacity is fuffered to evaporate in words; it feldom breaks. out-into action, .and their. 
miniiters are fafe from the fevere penalty of a fine, or the infamy-of oftracifm. Some 
reftraint however is to be wifhed, notwithftanding it is wifely neglected: for.though : 
a privilege of that kind thus openly indulged keeps alive the fpirit of liberty; yet. 
when carried to its utmoft height, it may difcourage the honett and able fervants of © 
the public, while it makes the proud, the wicked, or the ignorant more irreclaim- 
able, and more defperate. “Fhou knoweft F have profeffed, ever fince my arrival.in 
this city, to converfe with all ranks and profeffions of men in it. The ufe I would. 


* See Letter CX VII, towards the conclufion. + Ibid. 
make 
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make of this Ineed not explain to thee, who art as well verfed in the knowledge 
of mankind, as thou art in the fentiments and weakneffes of thy brother. ‘The mer- 
chants. are fo confiderable a body in the Athenian commonwealth, that it was impof- 
fible for one acting in the double capacity of agent for the great king, and Hippras 
of Ephefus, to omit a particular application to them. I generally walk down to 
the Pyrzeus.one day in the week, where I difcourfe promifcuoufly with. the various 
traders of the place, enquire concerning the imports and exports, the prices of 
commodities, and the number and cargoes of the veffels, that come into the harbour, 
or go out of it. 


X\ 


I had an opportunity of feeing a remarkable inftance of the ruling paffion I have 
fpoken of, on occafion of a report, which was current on the kay the other morning, 
that advice was juft arrived of the capture of an Athenian fhip richly laden, by a 
Corinthian galley of fome force, near Salamis. It was faid to be taken in fight. of 
two or three men of war, who were fent out by the admiral of the ftate on a cruize. 
I-confefs it appeared to me from the circumftances of the ftory, that neither the 
admiral, nor his officers, much lefs thofe,. who are at the head of affairs, as worth- 
lefs as their characters, or as fickle as their meafures may be,.had been guilty of 
negligence; yet they were equally blamed without judgment or humanity.. The heat 
of converfation drew out a friend, whom I talked with on this fubject, into general 
reflections on the profecution of the quarrel, the diftrefs of the Athenians, and a 
moft-virulent abufe, not only on the prefent, but even the late leaders of the affern- 
bly. “ Iam convinced, faid he, that nothing but a view to private intereft could 
have induced Pericies to fo hazardous a ftep, as engaging with the power of all 
Greece againft us! No progrefs has been made in the war from the beginning; and: 
we are removed further from the profpeét of peace than at firft.. All poffible cala- 
mities are fuffered in Attica; our enemies infult over our wafted country, and never. 
feel the fame inconveniences at home. Indeed the management is lately turned into 
another channel; yet the face of affairs is not changed. Obferve, how trade, the 
life and glory of the Athenians, is in all parts carried on with danger, and in fome 
prevented entirely. Our intercourfe,with the colonies in.Afia is interrupted by the 
vigilance of the enemy ; our.traffic with Aigypt is at an end.. The Hellefpont, ,the 
Euxine, and A®gean feas fwarm with the pirates of the leffer iflands, and. infeft the 
paffage of our fhips; nay, they dare to annoy us inthe very mouth of the Pirzeus; 
and it is in vain, that Athens boafts. of its fuperiority at fea, while our.ftrength .is 
either unfkilfully ufed, or faintly exerted, For my own part, I think nothing more- 
defirable than peace to a people, that exifts by commerce. In the: mean time, it~ 
were worth while for us, to put the adminiftration of the war. into hands, that may 
foon bring it to an-end by conduéting it with activity.” ; 


T'affure you, it was no eafy thing for-me to ftop my friend ‘in the career of his: 
eloquence, to which-he had given the reins very freely. ‘If my memory, returned : 
I; does not fail me, it was.an.opinion . pretty generally held, before the war broke 
out, that the Corinthian commerce: was encreafing fo immoderately, that Athens had » 
reafon to entertain fome jealoufy. It was faid particularly, that the Corinthians 
began to fucceed better in the importation of corn, than this city; and for that: 
reafon it was even efteemed. a fortunate. circumftance, that. hoftilities bene the 
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Peloponnefians and your ftate were almoft in courfe inevitable. Nor was it, I believe, 
of little weight in the debates and refolutions, which brought on the war, that fe- 
veral merchants had prefented a petition to the affembly, requefting them to enter 
into fome method of preventing the decay of the corn trade, which is one of your 
moft valuable commodities. At that time it was farther argued, that you would be 
able to injure the commerce of the Peloponnefians, more than it would be. poffible 
for'them to injure yours. Yet you are impatient at the leait lofs of your own, 
though it be abundantly recompenfed by the loffes of your enemy. You were then 
too fanguine to think of the difficulties that attend a war, and you talk inconfift- 
ently now. You looked upon victory as the infeparable companion of your fleets, 
and fancied the name of Athens would awe the ftates of Greece into fubmiffion. 
Behold, how the event differs from the expectation! The only refource left for the 


difappointed 1s to be angry with their leaders. For as it is ufual for the unfuccefsful 


pilot of @ commonwealth to impute the faults arifing from his own imprudence to ill 
fortune; fo it is no lefs ufual for thofe, who fufter in the confequence, without 
being concerned in the management, to impute the faults arifing from il] fortune to 
a want of prudence. Were I to act as a minifter on the theatre. of the republic, 
next to’ my integrity, I own, | would comfort myfelf with this reflection, that the 
wifdom of "Tuemisrocies, Artstipes, Crmon, and Perricues, could never fatisty 
the body of Athenian merchants.” 


Iam fenfible, deareft Hrprras, thou doft not think thyfelf concerned in thefe 
remarks. ‘Above indulging the rough petulance of pride, or the filly fuggeftions of 
ignorance, thou doft not fet an extravagant value on thy own importance to thy 
country, nor forget to make proper allowances for the miftakes of thy governors ; 
remembering, that they judge before the event, and thou judgeft efter it. . The 
merchants, who traffic under the protection of the great king, are much fitter fub- 
jeéts for the comparifon, which poets have drawn in their fancy, between the induftry 
of bees and that of traders, than the merchants of this city. The latter imitate the 
frugal inhabitants of the hive in nothing but their attention to wealth; and though 
they contribute a fhare of it to fupport their country, yet murmur and repine at 
thofe, who difpofe of it; while the former (agreeably to what curious naturalifts 
have obferved of the fame animals) intent on their proper bufinefs, and meddling 
not with things beyond their reach, if the affairs of their king fhould require it, 


yould lay the whole of that wealth with pleafure at the foot of his throne. 


C. 
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GCLEANDER to SMERDI'S 


‘4 Y fituation obliges me to a conftant negle& of Zerpusut’s inftitutions; but 


his everlafting law fhall prevail in my heart, where I cannot make open 
profeffion of it. Ican here give no outward expreflions of my faith, and, to all 
appearance, am as much an idolater as thofe I converfe with. I dare not fo much 
as put on the badge of our religion, the facred girdle. I am eye-witnefs of number- 
lefs unneceflary pollutions of the elements; and pafs by, without fhewing difguft,. 
fuch abominations, as it would ill become me to repeat to the holieft of the magi. 
I am fatisfied, that the precepts of ZERpusuT are wife, but cannot always be fol- 
lowed. Many righteous Perfians die childlefs; yet it feems to be enjoined as a duty, 
that all fhould leave children behind them. ‘“ Children, fays the prophet, are a 
bridge, that reaches to paradife. How fhall ye pafs over, if ye have provided no. 
bridge? The angel fhall afk every foul, if he have provided children; if he anfwer 
no, the foul, that has contributed fo little to fociety, fhall himfelf be left defolate 
on the banks of a river, where he fhall fee the frefh fprings and blooming fruits of 
paradife, but fhall never be able to arrive at them.” 


« Again, faid ZerpusutT, if thou knoweft, that a corpfe is hid in the earth, and 
faffereft it to lie there, and defile that element,. it fhall be a fcorpion in thy clothes, 


and a ferpent in thy bed;” a precept, which can by no means be complied with in 
Greece, where it is the cuftom.to bury all the dead. 


The planting of a tree is always a practicable duty,. and very ufeful to pofterity.. 
In this particular I have greatly exceeded the commandment;. Ihave a fair garden 
of fruit trees near. Ephefus to teftify it, along avenue-of limes in. Pa1LeMon’s eftate,, 
a rifing grove of pines in Salamis, not to.mention that beautiful.olive,, which I re- 
ligioufly planted in the peaceful gardens of the magi.. 


I read the books of our prophet;. thrice a: day proftrate myfelf to. Mrruras;. 
and, when I eat, I give fomething to the dogs, to remind me of the duties of 
charity... Before I wath, or take my reft, or go upon bufinefs, or a journey,. 1: ufe: 
the forms prefcribed by Zzerpusur; and becaufe thefe compliances.are very im- 


* The letters of moral and religious fpeculation in CLeEanpeR’s correfpondence may be divided,- 
like the Dialogues of Puato, and the: philofophic pieces of other great men of antiquity, into the 
efoteric and exoteric.. Thofe,; which contain his inward dotrine, are‘ addrefled.to Orsames ; but 
thofe of the oppofite turn.to Smerpis. In-Letter, CIII, he tells his friend,.the young nobleman, that 
«* his fentiments of all the known modes of popular worfhip are unfettled ;”, yet here, and in. other 
epiftles to the mage, we find him fcrupuloufly attached to the little’ forms and ceremonies of the re- 
ligion he profeffed:. ‘This can be reconciled’ on no other fuppofition, than that he had adopted ‘the 
double doétrine of his. favourites,, the Greek. philofophers. . 
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perfe&t, I folemnly obferve the feaft of Cutrpap to expiate the neceffary omiffions 
of duty. I fubmit with reverence to thy cenfures, SMernis; ‘ for the rebukes of a 
prieft, a parent, and an inftructor, fhall be received with mecknefs, fays ZERDUSHT ; 
for their fervices can never be repayed.” 


Happy art thou in the receffes of Bactria, guarded by miniftring genii, who will 
not fuffer the fufpicion of guilt to reft upon thee! Temperance governs thy meals, 
and fweet fleep attends thy bed, Thou rifeft before Miruras, and awaiteft his 
coming with thy fupplications, and lieft proftrate before him, till he has mounted 
far above the horizon. Thou feedeft the facred fires of Batcu with precious oils, 
and with odorous flowers and fpices, which thou gathereft from the garden of the 
magi. At noon, when thou retireft to thy myrtle bower, thou hymneft the praifes 
of OromasbrEs more melodioufly than the Thracian Orpueus, who, they tell us, 
appeafed the infernal powers with the mufic of his lyre. 


‘When thou vifiteft thy folitary cave, all nature lies open before thee. Thou re- 
fleéteft on the regular change of the feafons, that mark of an invariable beneficent 
providence. Thou ftudieft the courfe of the heavenly bodies, and comprehendeft 
‘In thy Capacious mind that circulation of time, which contains all their revolutions. 
“The concave of the heavens thou hatt delineated on the arched roof of thy grotto, 
and adorned ‘the horizon with the emblems of a balance, a rule, and a bridle, to 
fignify weight, meafure, and the guidance of OromaspEs. 


H. 


LYE T TF -E-R CXXXI. 
ARTAPHERNES to CLEANDER. From Sardis. 


YT HAVE lately received an order under the imperial fignet, which calls me 

away from this place to affift in the fupreme council upon the vacancy by Me- 
GaByzus’s death. The government of Sardis, and the care of the province, are 
entrufted to Prsurunes during my abfence, who will find all things in a ftate of 
perfect tranquillity. Sardis is fo ftrongly fortified, and its magazines are at prefent 
fo well fupplied, that without that fabulous fecurity, to which it trufted in ancient 
times, it may juftly be called to this day the key of the leffer Afia; and a place of 
this ftreneth in the hands of faithful governors will always have a great influence 
over the neighbouring Provinces. Excufe me, Crzanper, if I cannot help recapi- 
tulating the circumftances of my own life, and the interefting events in my family, 
which have in a particular manner engaged’ my affections to this place. My father, 
ARTAPHERNES, in joint command with Datis, revenged upon the Greeks the in- 
jury they did to Darius, when they reduced this city to afhes; and they have feen 
it rebuilt by me, the grandfon of another ARTAPHERNES, who valiantly held out 
the citadel] ent them, while the reft of Sardis was in flames. In the olf’ city 
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‘the houfes were chiefly built of cane; which was the occafion, that the conflagra- 
tion {pread fo initantly ; but there are now no buildings but of brick or ftone. The 
forum, which was originally a noble defign, has been in this reign-confiderably en- 
larged. ‘The river Pactolus, thou knowelt, runs through the midft of it; and it 
takes in a view of the ‘['molus with its fruitful vines, and the fprings falling down 
its fides. 1 have enjoyed here, for the greateft part of my time, a ftate of eafe 
with dignity. When the province of Lydia was added to my former government, I 
entered upon a more unquiet fcene; but that lafted no longer than to give me an 
opportunity of approving the zeal and fidelity of my conduét to ArTaxerxes; and 
I now leave the province with lefs reluCtance, fince his fervice requires it from me. 


It was refolved in the council of feven, a little before Mecasyzus’s death, that 
a body of ‘fixty thoufand choice troops fhould be appointed to encamp neaf Sardis 
early in the next fpring. By this the Greeks will be made fenfible, that Perfia is 
preparing to take a part in the Peloponnefian quarrel, and intends not to let flip fo 
critical a conjuncture, as the prefent may feem, to cancel the difgrace of former 
freaties, If my advice fhall be of any weight in the councils of Perfia, I fhall 
earneiily infift upon the claims already made being adhered to, as conditional to 
our entering into a league with Sparta. Xerxes laid claim even to the dominion 
of Greece, becaufe PzeLops, a vaffal of his anceftors, had tranfplanted thither a 
colony of the Lydians, and fubdued the peninfula, called after him the Pelopon- 
nefus. 1 will not take upon me to afcertain his pretenfions, fince this happened fo 
dong ago as under the old Affyrian monarchy. But this Iam fure of, that unlefs 
our prefent demands be complied with, of a free navigation on the Grecian feas, and 
that ARTAxeRxEsS be put in full poffeffion of the colonies in Afia, which are founded 
upon much more defenfible pretenfions, there can no league be granted to Sparta, 
but by our aflifting that republic on very difhonourable and. difadvantageous 
terms. 


It has been thought expedient, that fome experienced officers, who have ferved 
an Greece, fhould review our new raifed forces in their winter quarters, and make 
improvements in the military difcipline after the Grecian manner. ‘This was wifely 
fugeefted, and at a very proper time, in a letter to Mrcasyzus. The fatal mif- 
carriages of our undertakings againft the Greeks ought indeed to have convinced 
us, that the arts of war and conqueft are to be learnt from our enemies; a truth, 
‘CLEANDER, which my father AnrapHeRnes, after many glorious and faithful fer- 
vices, lived to inculcate from his own experience; happy in this at leaft, that the 
part he acted was always great, though the fortune of his life was various. 


T much applaud myfelf, Creanpzr, for having recommended thee to the fervice 
of the great king, who with fuch unwearied diligence haft watched over the affairs 
of Greece. I am not ignorant, that, notwithftanding thou haft deferved fo well of 
Perfia, there are fome, who have fhewn themfelves very infenfible of thy merits. 
But continue thou to ferve our fovereign with the fame fpirit and refolution, and 
affure thyfelf of always finding ArrapHernes in the number of thy moft ‘zealous 
friends. Adieu. 

L.. 
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LETTER 9 CXXXII. 


CLEANDER to Gosprvyas. From Athens. 


| WAS yefterday morning furprized by a vifit from Zopyrus; and think it my 
duty, noble fcribe, to give thee a recital of the converfation, as I know thow 
art attentive to his behaviour, not only becaufe of thy perfonal concern for the 
family of Mrcanyzus, but becaufe of the confequences of his future rafhnefs or 
fobriety to thy mafter and thy country. Thou mayft eafily conjecture, that during 
my refidence in the palace of my ever honoured. patron, I had contracted fome ac- 
quaintance with him, for the fake of his own partsand fpirit, and of his relation to 
that great man. I was a good deal ftruck with feeing him again after an interval of 
many years; and though I could: not receive him otherwife than affectionately, yet, 
on account of his late proceedings, I was willing to fhew him a little degree of 
coolnefs and referve. He prevented all my queftions, by telling me, that he had 
taken Ephefus in his. way from Sufa, and had feen my brother Hirppras, from whom 
he learnt, that we were embarked together in trade, and. that I was fettled here to 
carry on that part of it, which depended on the commodities of Greece, while he 
managed every thing which belongs to the traffic of the eaft. 


As foon as the ordinary compliments were over, his countenance, om a fudden, 
loft its gaiety, and affumed an air that befpoke a diffausfied mind. ‘* You may 
wonder, faid he, if you have not heard my ftory, what could draw Zopyrus from 
the feat of his friends and kindred, to engage in the company and projects of bold 
adventurers; nor when you have heard it, will there be room for wonder.” It 1s 
true, returned I, no man in Athens can be a ftranger to the character or hiftery of 
Mecapyzus and his fons ;, much lefs can I, whofe curiofity would prompt me to 
enquire into, as well as whofe gratitude would make me anxious: for, the fate of 
your illuftrious houfe, be uninformed or uniMerefted in its honour or reproach. 
“ You know then, replied Zopyrus, all that has paft fince the death of my father ;. 
nor would I choofe, by relating it to you, to trace over in my mind thofe misfor- 
tunes, which I wifh might be for ever blotted out of my own memory, and the 
annals of pofterity. But fuch is the nature of difgrace, that when it has fallen upon 
us, it is perpetually haunting our thoughts, fince its. impreffions are more lively and 
lalting than thofe of happinefs. After the iniquity of ApoLLonipes was diicover d 
and punifhed, I afkked the king to beftow on me the government of Damafcus, a 
requéft, in which I fancied my(elf fufficiently fupported by my birth and quality, 
and my diligence in the army. By means. of that faction, which has been long 
working in vain to ruin the credit of Mecasyzus, it was refufed me; and though 
I was civilly told, I fhould one day be remembered, I regarded it as unbecoming 
the fon of a minifter, who had deferved fo well for his abilities, to endure a repuliec 
without refenting it. In this too I follow his own example, and approve myfelf the 
heir of his virtues, who deferted the fervice of his prince with the fame ee 

rom. 
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from the fame principle, which diftinguifhed him from all others, when he acted in 
it? You forget, faid I, one part of your father’s conduct, the moft honourable 
part of it, his returning to court and to his duty. Thus you feem to propofe a 
very partial imitation of him. Forgive me, Zopyrus, that .I take upon me the 
privilege of a friend, and advife you to confider well, before you purfue fuch mea- 
fures, as may blaft thofe hopes, which your country, has conceived of you, and put 
a reconciliation with Artaxerxes beyond your power. I defire not to enter into 
the fecret’ policy of your {chemes, whether they are well laid, and likely to fucceed ; 
or whether they are refined and fantaftic. ‘“* As to thele, anfwered he, be under no 
concern.” Yes, replied I, you muft permit me to be concerned for your fafety ; 
nor impute this to an over diffidence arifing from experience, but to a well-timed 
difcretion. For if men in years are apt to be flow in refolving, becaute. they think 
it dificult to correct the bad confequences of imprudence; remember, that- youth, 
miftaking the reverfe of wrong for right, imagine their fpirit will make amends for 
the errors of their judgment. In what way did you leave Sas tae, iglel ta ta ber 
turned he, without defiring an audience of leave, or conferring with any of the 
minifters. As foon as Gopryas delivered me the king’s anfwer, which, I muft con- 
fefs, he did in the moft obliging manner, | went abruptly from court, to feek Ar- 
rypuius my brother, who at that time was in the foreft of Nyfa. He endeavoured 
to give me comfort under my difappointment; but]. defpifed it with reafon, and 
told him, that I faw the adminiftration of affairs would fall into the hands of Te- 
Rypazus the treafurer, and Bacorazes the cup-bearer, my father’s avowed enemies , 
chat he might expect our family would meet with no encouragement from them; and 
it were well, if wedid not feel the effects of their oppreffion, I added, that for 
my own part I was determined to be out of their reach, to court the protection of 
fome foreign power, or plant a colony in fome diftant country. Soon after I fet out 
for Athens, where I looked for an hofpitable reception from the gratitude of this 
city to my * mother ; and you fee, I have found it, and am thankful for it.” 


“ Methinks, anfwered I, you were coverned by a rafh jealoufy in miftrufting the 
honour of the king, and believing, that the craft of any fervant could induce him to 
neglect the fons and dependents of Mecasyzus. How much better had it been for 
you to have waited the lcifure of our fovereign; nor thought yourfelf difgraced in 
a denial of the firft requeft! You had now been in pofleflion of a rich fatrapy, or 
Honoured with a mark of diftinction. In what ftate can you expect to find equal 
favour or fecurity with that which Sufa can afford you? And as to founding a co- 
lony, you will. méet with too many difficulties to make it either fafe or defirable, 
and be attended with too few followers, to prevent it from being abfurd or impracti- 
cable. Would not your time have been employed more worthily for a young man, 
more agreeably to yourfelf, and in the end perhaps profitably to Per'fia, in the pur- 
fuit.of afefui literature with the fages of Greece and Atgypt, in ftudying the fub- 
Vime doctrines of ZoRoasTeER with the magi, or in learning the art of war under the 
createft officers of the eaft, than in hearkening to the infinuations of flatterers, and 
following the counfels of the defperate? Is it not prepofterous for aman to put 
himfelf into the hopelefs condition of one, who has abandoned his ‘country for a 
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crime committed in it, by flying at firft unneceffarily in a hafty fally of refentment, 
and then doing fuch actions, as muft banifh him for ever from it? But at the fame 
time that I tell you what different things I expected from the -innate difpofition to. 
virtue, and excellent underftanding I have long fince obferved in you, it gives me 
pleafure to reflect, that you cannot be difgufted at the trath or the freedom of my 
cenfures.” ‘* And you would then, replied he, advife’ me to return?” “ Without 
doubt, faid I; can you act more wifely in refpect of Artrypuivs and the reit of 
your relations, (for as to yourfelf I will urge nothing farther, as it is, I am con- 
vinced, a confideration of the leaft weight with you), I fay in refpeét of thofe, whom 
you fo much efteem, can you act more wifely, than in making a proper fubmiffion 
to the court? Will not your rathnefs bring fufpicions upon them, preclude the fa- 
vours of the king, and perhaps prove at laft their ruin.” ‘*That’s impoffible, in- 
terrupted he, with fome eagernefs. Their fuccefs. will depend on their own: beha- 
viour, Crranper, I am never angry with one, who feems to wifh me well; but. 
I defire you would neither trouble yourfelf nor me any longer on this fubject. Yous 
are an incompetent judge of my defigns, as you. are unacquainted with them; and: 
to ftep back, when I am advanced fo far, would be both timorous and inconfiftent. 


Such was our converfation, noble Gosryas; fuch are often the fugeeftions of a: 
generous mind, mifled by youthful vanity, and unfortunately betraying its. weak-. 
nefs, when it means to difcover its ftreneth. Thus the young Zoprrus, incapable: 
of diftinguifhing betwixt perfeverance and obftinacy, is bent on nothing but acting: 
a confiftent part, however indifcreet a one; as if uniformity, for the fake of unix 
formity, were not a mere imaginary beauty in a great character, 


on 
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I IMAGINE, thou wilt not think I enter into an-unneceffary detail, if, befides 
laying before thee an account of the manner in which I executed thy com- 
miffions at Sufa, I enlarge my letter with fome particulars. of my journey thithers, 
and of the ftate in which I found affairs at my arrival. 


I had no fooner faluted my father Hippras and. his family at Ephefus, than I fet 
out for Sardis; where, upon informing Pisutunes the governor, that I was fent 
exprefs to court with difpatches from Athens, he gave me immediate orders for poft- 
horfes, and the beft guides, which. the province afforded. Under their- dire@tion. E 
proceeded forward through Phrygia, Cappadocia, Cilicia, Armenia, and Affyria, 
till I arrived at Sufa, ftopping no where any longer than was neceffary to take re- 
frefhments, and change our horfes, at the feveral public ftations, which by the li- 
berality of our monarchs are ereéted in fuch. numbers through the provinces for the 
accommodation of travellers, that (as thou muft have obferved) there are not lefs 

than 
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than riz in the road between Sarpis and Susa *. Except the inconveniences 
arifing from the fatigue of fo long and continued a journey, it was not difagreeable 
to take a furvey, though a tranfitory one, of countries varying in their fituation, 
nature, and manners; to afcend mountains famous for their height and fteepnefs ; 
to crofs rivers, which vifit different kingdoms in their paffage; and to traverfe plains 
with the peaceful retinue of a traveller, where the fate of empires has been decided. 
In particular, I could not help being ftruck with the contraft between Lydia and 
Cappadocia. The former entertains one with a view of well cultivated extended. 
plains, hills crowned with the fineft woods, and watered by gentle rivulets, The 
latter prefents one with rough craggy mountains, whofe fides are worn by the torrents 
rolling down them ; vallics furrounded with dreadful precipices; and rivers, which: 
in the rapidity of their courfe overflow their banks, and lay wafte the country for 
many parafangs. I met on the road the equipages of feveral young fatraps, who 
have commands in the arsay, which is.to affemble near Sardis; and was grieved to 
find, that the number of covered litters, and baggage waggons, which tend to ener- 
vate the difcipline of our troops, and retard their motions, was not decreafed amonett 
them; but I have fince heard, that upon the reprefentation of Hyparwzs, who is 
appointed general of thofe forces, ftrict, orders have been. iffued to retrench the 
number of fuch magnificent incumbrances. On my arrival at Sufa I paid my firft 
refpects to the chamberlain Hypaspzs, who, induced by that affectionate regard, 
which he expreffes for all who come recommended from thee, received me with 
open arms, and appointed me a lodging in the fpacious apartments allotted him in. 
the palace. I was by him. introduced to Gosryas, whom we found dictating to the 
fcribes about him difpatches to the different quarters of the empire. here is a po- 
litenefs and humanity in the countenance and addrefs of Hypasprs, which even at 
firft fight gives you a love for his perfon; but the penetrating eye, and fenfible look 
of Gosryas, his head grown grey in the fervice of his prince, and the dignity of 
his whole appearance, infpire a refpect, not lefs due to the merits of his character, 
than the eminence of his ftation. - That great miniiter, after reading your letters, 
and expreffing the fatisfaction he always receives from them, entered into converfa- 
tion with me for three hours on the pofture of affairs in Greece. During the time 
it lafted, I was doubtful which moit to admire, his condefcenfion in hearing me 
difcourfe upon fubjects, wherein he was fo much my fuperior; or the extent of his 
capacity, which prefented every thing to his view; and the exaétnefs of his judgment, 
which fuffered no particular to efcape him unexamined or unaccounted for. I find 
by the idea he has formed of Cizon’s character, and the queftions he afked me re- 
lating to him, he thinks, that turbulent Athenian may either be brought over to 
the Perfian intereft, or at leaft made ufe of advantageoufly in regard to the great 
project. which he has in view, of eftablifhing the tranquillity of the empire, by. 
weakening the Grecian ftates through the means of one another. He feems ex- 
tremely impatient for the arrival of the Lacedzemonian embaffy, and apprehenfive, 
that if a blow is ftruck on either fide before Perfia has taken her part in the war, 
the contending republics will. conclude a fudden peace: but he added,. that as the 
jealoufies which occafioned this rupture would continue, he fearce thought it 

> 
* The erecting of poft-oflices for the conveyance of the kine’s and -governor’s difpatches was an 
inftitution of Cyrus’s. For a farther account of this matter, fee Routin’s Ancient Hitt, Vol. II. 
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would be durable. I endeavoured, in obedience to thy inftructions, to difcover, 
how far he would comply with thy defire of being recalled from thy hazardous em- 
ployment; but fom the manner in which he received the hints I let fall, and the 
unanimous opinion of thy other friends, I think it by no means proper to preis that 
affair any farther at prefent. When our conference was ended, he told me, he 
hoped the court of Sula would afford pleafures fufficient to detain me here jome 
time; not, added he fmiling, that we will keep you as an hoftage for your uncle’s 
fidelity; but fince 1m two or three months we may have occafion to fend him dif- 
patches of the higheft importance, 1 would willingly fecure fo trufty and expeditious 
a mefienger as yourtelf to convey them. I replied, I fhould expeé& his permiffion 
and commands, before I-thought of returning to Athens; and fo took my leave. 


Amidf the variety of objets to engage my attention here, J have not been un- 
mindful, as far as opportunity ferved, to enquire into the points, which thou gavetft 
me in charge; viz. the continuance of thy enemies practices, and the ftate of parties 
at the court. As to the firft, I am well affured, that the intereft of Gosryas, fo 
feafonably exerted in your behalf, and the expreflions which the king himfelt ufed 
in your favour, were more than fofficient to confound their malevolent defigns. But 
depend upon it, the malice of Trrrpazus, whatever countenance he puts on, 1s by 
no means diminifhed; he ftill refents the difappointment of his chimerical alliance, 
which he attributes to thy artifice; and whenever his power can fecond his inclina- 
tion, thou art like to feel the effects of his difpleafure ; fo true is the ‘old maxim, 
that thofe who commit an injury, can never forgive. The animofities between him 
and Gogryas, which were carried on with great warmth on both fides, are now to 
all outward appearance fubfided, in obedience to the king’s exprefs direétion, who 
fent for them into his apartment, and exhorted them to unite, at this important 
juncture, in carrying on his fervice; “ And, if there muft be a contention between 
you, faid the king, let it be in promoting fuch meafures, as tend to my honour, 
and the public welfare.” 


Your patron is thought to have carried a great point in bringing ARTAPHERNES 
into the council of feven, when the intereft of TissapHERNES, mafter of the horfe, 
was ftrongly efpoufed by Trrrsazus. In few words, I take the interefts of thefe 
two minifters to lie thus: Gosryas is flrongly fupported by a perfonal fhare in the 
king’s favour, and the general efteem, which the integrity of his behaviour, and his 
experience in bufinefs, have gained him throughout the eaft. Trrrpazus relies on 
his addrefs in creating dependants to himfelf, his never-failing management of court- 
intrigues, and the intereft, which he always takes care to cultivate with thofe ladies, 
whofe charms at any time make the deepeft impreffion on his mafter. Whilft he 
pays the moft fervile court to the reigning monarch, he neglects not recommending 
himfelf to the future one, by the means of PHarNaLyas, chief eunuch to Xerxes *. 


* Hiftory confirms the characters which CHarrebes gives of thefe princes. Xerxes, who fuc- 
ceeded his father, reigned but afew days, being affaflinated by his brother Socpranus after a debauch, 
in which he had drank to excefs. ‘The latter ufurped the crown; but foon made himfelf fo unpopular 
by his many atts of cruelty, that almoft the whole empire joined in fupporting the claim of Ocuus, 
avho took the name of Darius Noruus, and was one of the wifeft and beft monarchs, who ever fat 
on the Perfian throne. Note by the Tranflator. 


That 
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That young prince affords but a difagreeable profpect to Perfia. Shut up in the 
inmoft receffes of his palace, he devotes his whole life to effeminate pleafures; be- 
{towing his confidence and bounties on thofe only, who can heighten luxury with 
moft elegance, and keep his vicious inclinations perpetually alive by frefh {cenes of 
debauchery. Alike regardlefs of the happinefs of nations, which will one day be 
entrufted to his care, and the wife admonitions of his father, he plunges out of one 
courfe of riot into another, without any real inclination to virtue, or even fenfe 
of fhame: Socpranus, the eldett of the king’s illegitimate children, is remarkable 
for an outward generofity and opennefs of temper, is fond of manly fports, and 
affects making himfelf agreeable to the foldiery; but thofe, who know him beft, 
affure me, he is a mafter of the art of diffimulation, and has at the bottom a great 
mixture of brutality and roughnefs. Ocnus ftill continues in the government of 
Hyrcania, where he behaves himfelf to the general fatisfaction of the people. It 
is remarked, that the provinces never enjoyed a ftate of fuch profound tranquillity ; 
which is attributed in a great meafure to the exact obfervance of an excellent regu- 
lation eftablifhed by our ancient monarchs, viz. the fending infpectors of approved 
juftice and difcernment annually through the empire, to examine the behaviour of 
the governors, and hear the complaints of the fubjects. 


Thus have I laid before you the prefent face of things in this court, with more 
freedom than your Perfian friends would venture to do, and with an impartiality 
(unbiaffed, as} am, to any fide) which will make amends for the other deficiences: 
of this narration. If I was not fenfible, how much you preferred the real offices of 
refpect to the moft eloquent profeffions of them, I might lengthen out this letter by 
acknowledgments of your kindnefs to me at Athens, and the recommendations with 
which you accompanied me hither. Give me leave, however, to fay this, that I 
fhall think myfelf unworthy the near relation I bear to you, when I ceafe making 
your virtues the pattern of my actions, and your inftructions the rule of my conduct. 


Py 
* Thid. 


The end of the fixth year of the Peloponnefian war. 


A. M. 
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A.M. 3579. 4th year of the 88th Olymp.. 


The feventh year of the Pelopoxnefian war. 
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F TER having difpatched away Cuaricies to Sufa with the fulleft account of 

the ftate of affairs in this city, I refolved to defer writing, till it could rea- 
fonably be conjeétured, upon what plan the campaign of this jummer would pro- 
ceed, and where the ftrefs of the war would lie. [cannot fay, that thmgs are yet 
arrived at a crifis important enough to determine the laft refolutions of the con- 
tending ftates, as to peace amongft themfelves, or further alliances with foreign 
powers; but fome fate remarkable tranfactions about Pyius, which begin to draw 
the force and attention of Greece to thofe parts, induce me to lay before the Perfian 
council the ftate of a war, which ambition, mutual jealoufies, and domeftic factions 
have lengthened out to its feventh year. 


Pyxus is a fort fituated in the territory of the Meffenians, not above four hundred 
{tadia from Sparta itfelf. ‘The place is by nature extremely ftrong, particularly to- 
awards the fea, where the coaft is defended by a chain of rocks; and it has the ad- 
vantage of a fafe and fpacious harbour. A little off the fhore lies the fmall defert 
ifland of Sphacteria, which fo ftreightens the entrance of the port, that no more 
than two fhips can enter abreaft. Early in the fpring the Athenians fent out a fleet 
of forty fail, under the command of Sopnoctes and EuryMepon, to affift their 
allies in Sicily. They had likewife inftructions to {top at Corcyra in their paflage, 
and reduce the remains of the ariftocratical faction there, who have taken up arms, 
and fortified themfelves in the mountains. ._DemosrHeENeEs, the late general in 
FEtolia, who was aboard the fleet, advifed them in a council of war, to detach a 
{quadron, and take poffeffion of Pylus. He reprefented it as a place of great im- 
portance, which would give them an opportunity of making incurfions into Laconia, 
and retaliating upon the Lacedemonians the ravages which Attica had fuffered dur- 
ing the war. He argued farther, that it would animate the Meffenians, who had 


been fubdued and cruelly treated by the republic of Sparta, to throw off the yoke, 
and 
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and excite the Helots to rife, and free themfelves from the oppreffions of harfh and 
fevere mafters. However plaufible this propofal might appear, the other generals 
refufed to give their confent to it; for they urged, that the advantages of feizing 
Pylus would not countervail the charge and difficulty of keeping it. Obferve the 
caprice of fortune, noble fcribe; chance effected, what all the plaufible reafoning 
of DemostHeENes could not compafs. A contrary wind arifing in their paflage 
drove them into the very harbour of Pylus, where, as they were obliged to land 
and refrefh their men, the foldiers took fuch a liking to the place, that, without 
ftaying for orders, they began to fortify it of themfelves, and in fix days time put it 
out of any danger of a furprize. It was in vain for the officers to oppofe the work, 
when once it was put in execution, and they found it agreeable to the army. They 
therefore made DemosTHeENes governor of the fort, left him a fmall garrifon and 
five fhips to defend it, and held on their courfe for Corcyra. The news of taking 
Pylus found Sparta engaged in the celebration of fome great feftival ; and though at 
firft they affected to deipife it, the magiftrates, upon better confideration, fent orders 
to their king Acrs, who had entered Attica at the head of the Peloponnefian army, 
and was laying wafte an exhaufted country, to return immediately, and expel the 
Athenians from Pylus. They alfo ufed their utmoft diligence in affembling a fleet 
from Corinth, and their other allies, to block up the place by fea. The fubmiffion 
and exactnefs, with which the mandates of the ephori are obeyed, is inexpreffible. 
The land army amounting to twelve thoufand men, which had ftayed but fifteen 
days in Attica, decamped. immediately, and marched towards the extremity of Pe- 
loponnefus, to form the fiege of Pylus. About the fame time a fquadron of fixty 
fail appeared off the place, and put the garrifon out of all hopes of receiving pro- 
vifion or relief. DermosTHENEs, on the point of being befieged both by land and 
fea, fent an account of his diftrefs to Nicras commander of the Athenian f{quadron 
at ZacyNTHUus, defirine immediate fuccours, without which he could not anfwer 
for the fafety of the place; and at the fame time he difpatched meffengers hither to 
requeft, that further reinforcements might be got ready with all expedition; but 
unluckily for the Athenians, there have been fo many delays, to which their coun- 
els are very liable, that the Lacedamonians have made all their preparations with- 
out difturbance. We hear, they have invefted Pylus on all fides; their land forces 
have caft up intrenchments, and are preparing machines to attack the walls. Tura- 
SYMELIDAS, the admiral, is ready to fhut up the entrance of the port with a double 
line of galleys, and has thrown a detachment of picked men into the ifland of 
Sphacteria, in order to complete the blockade, and prevent the only thing they are 
apprehenfive of, the relief of Pylus by fea. Moft people here, from the fmallnefs 
of the garrifon, and the ftrength of the befieging army, give the place for loft, 
cunlefs Nicras makes fome brifk and fpeedy effort to raife the fiege; but that, his 


enemies affirm, is not to be expected from the timidity of his nature, and the flow- 
nefs of his refolutions. 


As Iam _ now writing, noble fcribe, I am told, that an exprefs, who with great 
hazard has efcaped through the befieger’s lines, is arrived from Pylus, and gone 
directly to the Prytanes. The multitude begin to fill the ftreets, and require with 
clamours an immediate fumimons to the affembly. 
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I am juft returned from it, and can affure thee, that he brings an account of a 
moit defperate affault fuftained by the garrifon the thirteenth of this moon., The 

acedaemonians attacked the fort by fea with good hopes of fuccefs; for though the 
rocks and rovughnefs of the waves were no {mall hindrances to their. defign, the for- 
tifications in that part were weakeft. DEmMosTHENEs put himfelf at the head of three 
hundred heavy-armed foldiers and a few archers, whom he drew.up on the fhore; 
and after animating them by a fhort but fpirited harangue, determined his brave 
Followers to {tand the affault. The enemy made their attack by different fquadrons, 
which fucceeded each other; but they met with fo warm a reception, that none of 
the fhips were able to difembark their men. Brastpas the Spartan obliged his pilot 
to run him a-cround, and attempted to land: his foldiers; and though no one could 
behave with more. perfonal bravery than that gallant officer, killing feveral, of thofe 
who defended the place with his own hand, yet after receiving feveral wounds, 
which difabled him from giving orders, he put back to fea with great difficulty. 
His buckler, which was dropt in the fight and taken, was fet up by DemMosTHENEs, 
as a trophy of his fuccefs, when the aétion was over; which, for the time it lafted, 
the exprefs fays, all confeffed was the hotteft they ever were engaged in, 


As the fiege of Pylus feems likely to colleé&t the main force both of Athens and: | 
Sparta, and the former are not lefs eager to preferve, than the latter are to recover 
their pofleffion of the fort; fome decifive ftroke, it is imagined, muft enfue. 


Thou wilt receive from Cratippus the-certainty, of what I am here told, that 
the ruling party of Sparta are haftening away their embaffadors to the fublime court. 
Whilft they are uncertain, how this affair will end, the king may obtain advantageous. 
terms; but good fortune will render them infolent, and adverfity oblige them to 
ftrike up a fudden accommodation. ‘There are a fet of men in this republic, potent 
lord, who would not be difpleafed to anticipate Sparta in the project of a Perfian 
league. Pyruon preffes the neceflity of it in all his difpatches; and in his laft, after 
acquainting the fenate with the conference, of which thou fenteft me a relation, 
affures them, “ that the miniftry of the great king are refolved to make the beft 
wife of the diffentions in Greece; that no remonftrances or foftening {peeches he can 
frame, will prevent their affifting the party, which offers the moft profitable condi- 
tions;, that the point is not now, whether it would be honourable for the Greeks to 
anite with Barbarians, but whether Athens, or her enemies, fhall reap the benefit of 
she Perfian arms.” This meafure is notwithftanding fo difagreeable at prefent to the 
majority of the people, who think their own ftrength: fufficient to carry them through 
all difficulties, and would give fuch a handle to Nrcras and his friends to complain, 


a4 


t 


that there was an intention to perpetuate the war, that thofe, who are in their hearts. 
the greateft advocates for it, dare not openly propofe it in the affembly. ZopyRus,, 
whofe arrival here I fignified in my laft letters, has collected a body of adventurers. 

f different nations, Corcyreans, Rhodians, and Athenians, with whom he intends. 
to make a fettlement at Caunus; and, by his intelligence in the place, hopes to 
become matter of it without much difficulty.’ The expences of this expedition are 
defrayed by a fociety of Athenian merchants, who are tempted to come into it, by 
the convenient ficuation of Caunus for trade, and the commodioufnefs of its port 
and arfenal. Zoryrus carries with him ten fhips, having five hundred men on, 


board, 
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board, and will fail in'a few days.' Ihave already put AMorces, governor of Caria, 
on his guard, and exhorted him toireinforce the caftle of Imbrus, and feize all ful 
pected perfons. It grieves me, generous Gosryas, that the fon of my _illuftrious 
patron fhould behave himfelf in a manner fo difreputable to his name, family, and 
fortunes. But we often fee, that ARrmanius takes a malignant pleafure in clouding 
the memory of an eminent perfon with difgrace, by leading into vice, or over- 
whelming with calamities, his degenerate or unhappy pofterity. 


P. 


LEB OT. dy, BB. oe 


Hirppias to CLEANDER. From Ephefus. 


a HE capricious Athenians, among whom thou fojourneft, cannot even facrifice 
to the exigencies of the commonwealth, their infatiable thirft, and unaccount- 
able eagernefs after news. How often haft thou heard them in their portico’s, when 
their fate and fortunes feemed to be in imminent hazard, idly inguifitive, and pre- 
pofteroufly folicitous about the trivial and domeftic occurrences of private men and 
families, hardly worthy the attention of the moft difengaged inhabitant of that po- 
tent city? And can thy brother then want an excufe for diverting a while, in this 
way, the courfe of thy fage meditations ; whofe humble and obfcure ftation fetteth 
him far below fuch anxiety forthe public, which in him would be intolerable af- 
fectation; while yet the love of his country infpireth him with the moft ardent 
wifhes for its profperity, and engageth him in never-ceafing fupplications to the di- 
vine Ornomaspes, for the continuance of the health of AnTaxeERxeEs, and the fuccefs 
of his wife and able minifters?. Yet before I turn to the peculiar fubject of this letter, 
let me affure thee, that thy lait difpatch of the fixth day of the preceding moon was 
rranfmitted to the noble Gosryas, with the fidelity and expedition, which I have 
ever obferved, fince I was honoured with the charge of ‘receiving thy informations, 
and forwarding them to the Perfian court. ‘The city, in which! Llive,. regardlefs in 


great meafure of the’ buftle and havock, which agitate the oppofite.coatts of Greece, 
and only intent on fchemes for the improvement of trade, and encouragement of 
arts, hath fuffered itfelf to, be called off, for a little while, even from thefe im- 
portant contemplations, and is. now almoft univerfally taken up in difcourfing and 
debating on a late, event, which hath amazed:them all; and which,, how -uninterett- 
ing foever it may be to others; is not fo te thee) from a long and intimate acquaint- 
ance with the perfons to;whom it relates. 


Thou mutt needs remember when thou /lefteft Ephefus laft, with. how much 
warmth and eagernefs of love the young and lively Hetroporus purfued the eldeft 
dnd faireft’ of the charming offspring of the venerable | Dropangs, the. prieft of 
Juvrrer. Thou ‘canft not forget, with how much inoffenfive pleafantry, and ge- 
nvine Atti¢ wit, thou waft sont to accufé the amorous and gay fervant of APOLLO, 
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of almoft giving up his duty to his paffion ; and making the cloifters of that temple, 
in which he conftantly refideth, refound much more and oftner with the praifes of 
the beautiful Anriopz, than even with thofe of the far-beaming God, whofe altar 
is day and night illuminated with a thoufand burning tapers, in feint and feeble 
emulation of his enlivening rays, and at the foot of whofe refplendent fhrine innu- 
merable votaries repofe themfelves nightly, hoping to obtain from the father of ora- 
cles fome prophetic impulfes, concerning their future lives and fortunes. Every one 
here feemed to wilh, and even to augurate fuccefs to fo well-grounded an affection ; 
and declared by almoft an unanimous fuffrage and judgment, that the Gods them- 
felves had, as it were, defignedly formed the charms of Anriopr, to blefs her 
agreeable adorer; and the natural gaiety and eafy vivacity of Her1oporus, to com-~ 
plete the happinefs of his beloved miftrefs. Thou mighteft have feen them often 
together, foon as the radiant Miruras had withdrawn his fultrry beam to eladdem 
nations, now pining and fickening at his regretted abfence, walking hand in hand 
along the facred grove, which furroundeth Avotto’s Fane; followed by the applaufes 
of multitudes, who were fcarce able to reftrain their tongues from crying after them, 
what their thoughts had often whifpered to them in filence, Go on, ye lovely, loving 
pair! Go on and profper! Enjoy unenvied the natural converfe of each other, with 
a fatisfaction and happine(s peculiarly your own! Nor did it appear ever, that the 
virgin, herfelf was ill pleafed with thefe whifpers and rumours, which fome one or 
other was perpetually acquainting her with; ‘whilft her lover difcovered by-an inex- 
preffible gaiety, which he took no pains to conceal or to excufe, how {trongly and 
how agreeably he was affected with this general deftination of fo much fweetnefs and. 
goodnefs to his arms. His fpirits ever chearful, and raifed far above thofe. of his. 
equals, and familiars, and collegues, were vifibly and remarkably higher for fome. 
months. In good humour with himfelf and all about him, he feemed. to have ob- 
tained to himfelf a fore-tafte of the blifs, which all men. beftowed on him; and. 
which he feemed defirous to. repay them by an affability and eafe, which eladdened 
all who came near him. His converfation, ever fprightly and flowing, became- 
now in a much greater degree fo; and what in moft lovers is wont to. drive away: 
their beft friends, the never-ceafing recital of the fancied charms and imaginary ac- 
complifhments of their miftreffes, (tirefome fubje&t to an indifferent ear!) was yet 
fo varied and diverfified by the inexhauftible vein of Hztroporus, that I have heard: 
many profes, (and I cannot but profefs the fame of myfelf) they could hear him. 
with pleafure defcanting hours together on the fame reputed irkfome topic. His. 
lyre, the exact type of himfelf, was never filent. Every charm: and grace of An-. 
trope, (and thou knoweft what all Greece fayeth and thinketh of her matchlefs. 
beauty and wit,) furnifhed his fruitful genius with frefh matter for fome new ode or: 
hymn, which he would come forth and chaunt: to his lyre, while the walls: of the 
temple rendered. back each harmonious accord in repeating echoes, and the voices, 
of its officers, from the higheft to the loweft, (fuch was their love of Hetroporvus b): 
i. fill joined in chorus with the ravifhed author, and in. concert with him gave their: 
afient and applaufe to each enraptured thought. | 


Nothing, it was thought, would or could diféoncert their loves. Yet, couldit 
thou think it? the cruel fair one, too fond of emulating the filver-fhafted queen,, 
whofe worfhip is eftablifhed here, and of {pending her life in devotion and a perpetual 

attendance. 
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attendance on the fervice of the great Diana in her magnificent temple, hath, within 
thefe few days, peremptorily forbidden the late fanguine votary of PHorBus, to en- 
tertain any hopes of her ever yielding to his defires, which he now thought it proper 
to make an open profeffion of. Nor can the grave authority of DiopHaNes,, nor the 
winning eloquence of her brother Cuaraxus, whofe long friendfhip with Hetio- 
porus, and their common employment in the fervice of the temple, had fixed 
firmly in his interefts; no, nor the fofter and {weeter perfuafions of her fair filters 
Peneiops and Evcuaris, the leaft influence the refolute and inexorable maid to a 
change of her romantic and vifionary purpofe, Thofe amiable virgins, CLEANDER, 
her fitters, (far removed from that narrownefs of fpirit, which grafps to itfelf all 
things, and draws every body into its own power, and which is the certain and 
never-failing concomitant of a mean and abject foul,) think no fcorn to recommend 
earneftly and warmly the flighted lover to their mifguided and’ ill-directed Siter. 
Senfible of her irrefiftible charms, which they can praife themfelves, and hear praifed 
by others, not with patience only and temper, but with pleafure and fatisfaction ;: 
and not infenfible of the merit and good qualities of one,, whom they in no fort 
think the worfe of, for not having preferred either of them to their fitter; they 
vouchfafe to employ all the arguments, and all the kind arts they are miiftreffes of, 
(and what is the art, of which they are not miftreffes?) in his behalf, and for his 
fervice. Figure to thyfelf, Crzanper, the fituation; imagine the alteration, which 
this unexpected and aftonifhing event has made in the difappointed and thunder- 
ftruck youth! Think thou feeft the gay, the loud, the talkative, the laughing He- 
yioporus, funk in mifery, grief, and melancholy! Imagine, thou heareft him, (for 
he hath at laft broken through the obftinate and fullen filence, which he ftrictly kept 
for feveral days,) loudly and paffionately complaining, not of Antrope, whom. he- 
never mentioneth but with tranfport, and unextinguifhed affection ; but of the im- 
mortal Gods themfélves, and their providence! Bold licentious man! Yet this, CLe- 
ANDER, is allowed by the principles of Grecian piety. How widely different from 
thofe, with which the fage Zoroasrres hath infpired the enlightened worfhippers of 
the great and glorious Oromaspzs! This vain young man is now going to indulge 
the black humour which governs him at prefent, and which fuggefts nothing to 
his tortured foul but anguifh and defpair, at a fimall village, many parafangs north, 
of this city ; where he fome time fince obtained (of that noble ard generous patron,, 
whofe bounty and liberality had before fapported him.in fplendor and plenty at 
Ephefus, and on whom thou hait often heard him enlarge with rapture, and’a natural. 
eloquence, which his, great fubject always gave him,) the more humble and ‘retired 
poft of Nescorus to a {mall temple, reared in the centre of a dark. and thick wood: 
(gloomy as his own thoughts) to the tutelar god of that diftrict. 


Thus, CLEANDER, although indeed the virgin-goddefs Drana be the great andi 
celebrated divinity of the miftaken Ephefians; yet Venus, and her artful fon find 
means, as thou feeft, to infinuate their worfhip here,. and to fied their: baneful in- 
Auence over the unhappy and unguarded youth. May the gracious OROMASDES 
preferve my CLEANDER from all fuch infeétion,, and from the dangerous converte of 
the virgins of Attica! hich, however it may at firft’ appear a fpecious and inviting 


amufement, is no other, nor better, than a peftilent emanation. from the detefted: 
Arimanius, the author and fource of all human evils! Adieu. oh 
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CLEANDER to ALexias, chief Phyfician to ARTAXERXES King 
of Perfia. 


A Soria to thy defire, I have employed an able friend to procure thee a 
copy of Hippocrarss’s genuine works; a bufinefs, that requires no fmall 
judgement ; for a great number of {purious pieces are publifhed under the name of 
this famous phyfician. I have likewife endeavoured to get thee fome account of his 
life and character; for which purpofe I have made many enquiries of a philofopher 
here in Athens, who has applied himfelf more particularly to the ftudy of phyfic. 
He informs me, that the practice of this art has long been in the hands of the 
meaneft and moft ignorant of the people. Any, who by chance had got a few re- 
ceipts, immediately called themfelves phyficians, and were applied to as s fuch, though 
they had no general knowledge of the natures and virtues of fimples, and were 
wholly ignorant of the ftructure of the human body; the ftudy of thefe being kept 
entirely among the philofophers. Such was the ftate of phyfic, when Lprocrarss, 
the fon of Hzracripes, was born in the ifland of Cos. He is defcended from a 
long race of phyficians, being the feventeenth in a direct line from A®scuraprus, 
the deified inventor of healing amongtt the Greeks, whofe art was profefled by all 
his defcendants down to Hippocrates. For the Egyptian cuftom of inftructing 


the children in their parents employment prevails fo much among the phyficians 
here, that their difciples and followers are always called, by a peculiar title, the Sons 


of the phyficians. Bendes the family receipts, which h: id been handed down from 
father to fon, and the colleéted experience of all his anceftors, Hippocrates in- 
creafed that knowledge, which was his patrimony, by hearing Her ODICUS, the in- 
ventor of gymnaftic ~phyfic, which is too feverely called by a certain Athenian, 
The art of preferving their lives, who ought not to live, and continuing valetu- 
dinarians a burden to themfelves and fociety.” His native ifland of Cos afforded 
him a fingular advantage, by having in it a temple of A’scutavrus full of votive- 
ae on which were regiftered many cures, and the means by which they were 
effected; all which he diligently ftudied and tranfcribed. He has farther at. 
cata to inform himfelf of the practice which obtained wherever he_ travelled, 
he has done into moft countries, though he has chiefly been confined to Theffaly. 
For this the Greek phyficians are obliged to do, nat only in purfuit of knowledge, 
and for their improvement, but for their employment and fupport; the ftates here, 
unlike our luxurious cities, being unable to maintain a fettled phyfician. It is hard 
to fay, whether he has moft rae ee the knowledge or the ufefulnefs of phyfic, by 
ORCS a practice, which was not common before his time, of conftantly vifit- 
ing the fick in their eer by which careful attendance to the whole courfe of the 
dif ftemper, he has not pny been able to give a timely affiftance againft every incon- 
venient or dangerous accident, but is become fuperior to all other phyficians in the 
knowledge of difeafes, and in foretelling their events. From this practice he has 


4 got 


Ad FeEmeeNT AN i ETT: E:R &. 335 
got the name of a Clinic phyfician. Nor is he lefs indebted to nature for a found 
underftanding, than to fortune and his own induftry for thefe uncommon opportu- 
nities of improving it. No wonder therefore, that he foon found himfelf at the 
head-of his contemporary practitioners. But this glory was too little for Hippo- 
crates, he faw with regret, that part of his province was invaded by the philofo- 
phers; and refolved to take it out of their hands. With this view he applied him- 
felf to Hizractirus of Ephefus, to Gorcras the Sophift, and Democairus o 
Abdera. Of them he not only learned the reafons and foundations of his practice, 
but was alfo enabled to write with method and elegance; which has juftly gained 
him the reputation of being the firft, who collected the feattered precepts of phyfic 
into an art, and delivered them ina clear and eloquent manner. He has taken great 
pains to fecure to the phyficians fo much of the itudy of nature, as they are con- 
cerned with, diftinct from the other parts of philofophy, and has in all probability 
feparated the two profeffions for ever If his philofophy makes him far fuperior to 
the common pratticers of phyfic, his practice makes him no lefs excel the {peculative 
{tudents of it. On the one hand he is preferved from the ufelefs refinements of 
theorifts, as on the other from the grofs errors and fuperftitions of vulgar empirics 5 
both which my friend, with his ufual candour, acknowledges, that he frequently 
rallies with great good fenfe; telling the fpeculative philofophers, that “* their vi- 
fionary enquiries about the principles and formation of the human body would be of 
as much ufe to a painter in drawing its form, as to a phyfician in curing its difeafes :” 
And as for the empirics, upon occafion of their calling the epilepfy a facred dif- 
temper, he fays, ‘ that this was firft confecrated by them, in order that its divinity 
might be an afylum for their ignorance and inability to cure it; fince it gave them 
a pretence to attack it with charms and expiations; and, if thefe did not fucceed, 
the gods only were to be blamed.” My philofophical acquaintance affures me, th.t 
this is the true merit of Hippocrates; and that, for all beyond it, he is indebted 
to the common vanity in difciples of magnifying their mafter, and to that humour 
of mankind, which will not let them fit down contented with any thing moderate. 
He frequently expreffes his apprehenfions, that the extravagant character, which fome 
have given him, may do a great deal of mifchief, if it makes men reft in what he 
has done, and refer.every thing to his authority. For though (my friend continued) 
he is fomewhere fo fanguine as to affert, that the whole of phyfic is now found our; 
yet in reality the art is but ftill in its infancy, and this great man has only begur, 
what cannot be perfected without the accurate obfervations of many ages. In par- 
ticular, he is not mafter of a fufficient number of fimples for all the various purpofes 
of phyfic; and does not perhaps fully underftand the true ufes and qualities of thole 
he has; for too much ftrefs feems to be laid on fome ineffectual ones, while others 
more violent in their effects are ufed with too little caution. The ftudy of anatomy 
is ftill lefs advanced; all that is known of it is derived, either comparatively from 
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the animals that are facrificed, or from the A’gyptian embalmers of human bodies ; 


and I much doubt, whether Hippocrates ever faw a human body diffected.. How- 
ever, he has endeavoured to fupply, from fancy and conjecture, his imperfect know- 
ledge of the ftructure and true ule of the parts; but, as is ufual, where this is done, 
his accounts are generally improbable, often ridiculous and inconfiftent. He has far 
ther often lamented to mé, when I have thrown this fubject in his way, that birpPo- 
erates has endeavoured to dazzle the world with a {pecious fhew of knowledge, 
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where there is great reafon to believe, that he is wholly ignorant, in attempting to 
unfold the caufes and hidden nature of diftempers ; ‘ which, faid my friend, he 
had much better have let alone, and confined himfelf to (what is the only valuable 
part of his works) a faithful hiftory of difeafes, though even here he is juftly fuf- 
{pected of afferting more than he was ever authorized from obfervation and expe- 
rience; as when he fays, that forty times feven days have a peculiar influence over 
the birth of a child; that diftempers kill men chiefly on the odd day; and that the 
remarkable ftruggles of nature towards a crifis are regulated by the number feven; 
all which his difciples firmly believe, though the more knowing look upon it as a 
fantaftical application of PyruHacoras’s myftic philofophy. In other matters he 
has been too hafty in forming his axioms, and in reducing to a certain rule things 
depending on too many circumftances, to be fixed by the obfervations of one man, 
if not too uncertain to be ever fixed at all.” 


Indeed I could not help thinking myfelf, that the common ftories, which are 
told of him, are very idle, and that there is nothing fo miraculous in this great 

hyfician, when I,amufed myfelf one day, fince his works have been in my houfe 
ie you, in computing, how many patients he faved out of thofe, whofe hiftories 
he gives in his Epidemics; for it appears, that out of forty-two, only feventeen 
efcaped. Do not wonder at his mentioning, as I find he does, fuch food, as the 
flefh of affes, horfes, dogs and foxes; for thefe are eaten without any fcruple in 
Greece. Among the many ftories, I cannot help mentioning to thee one, which is 
often told as an inftance of his extraordinary fagacity. He was fent for to PEr- 
precas, the prefent king of Macedonia, who languifhed under a fort of confumption, 
that was attended with very uncommon fymptoms. Hrrpocrates obferved his 
patient change colour, and fuffer much diforder, whenever Puiza, the late king’s 
miftrefs, entered the chamber. Upon which he immediately found out and difco- 
vered to Purina, that a paffion for her was the true caufe of his illnefs. The love- 
fick prince was treated accordingly, and the fuccefs verified our phyfician’s judg- 
ment. J dare fay, thou wilt fmile at the romantic air of this relation, and think 
with me, that if the dexterous management of fuch an affair was the proper teft 
of a phyfician, the old chief eunuch Bacoas would havé a much fairer title to be 
reputed one, than Hippocrates. As to morality, his reputation is very high: he 
is fuperior to a love of money, and freely communicates his art for the relief of the 
neceffitous and ftrangers. Perfia is well- acquainted with the love he bears his 
country, which made him prefer the life of a wanderer to the dignity of that exalted 
ftation, which thou fo defervedly enjoyeft. For which, and his many eminent fer- 
vices, he has been made free of Athens, and initiated in the Eleufinian myfteries ; 
and a maintenance in the Prytaneum, at the publick charge, is decreed to him and 
his pofterity. The oath, which he enjoins his followers before he teaches them his 
art, muft give thee a great opinion of his ftrict integrity; it forbids them to procure 
abortions, to adminifter poifon, to make any ill ufe of the free accefs they have to 
houfes, or betray the confidence repofed in them. All which he infifts upon their 
fwearing to obferve by Aporto, Aéscuraprus, Hyczta, Panacea, and all the 
other gods and goddeffes; and that they may fo profper in their profeffion, as they 
keep this oath. However he has given offence to fome grave men by a rule of 


health, which he delivers, that a man ought to drink twice a month to fome excefs. 
It 
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It were to be wifhed, that he could as eafily anfwer a worfe crime that he is charged ' 
with, in relation to a young flave, who danced and fung at the theatre. She was a 

great favourite of the public, and brought her miftrefs in very confiderable fums of 
money; for the Athenians fet fo high a value on thefe accomplifhments, that the 

celebrated performers not only make a part at all great feafts, but even a felect com- 

pany * of philofophers will break off their converfation on the moft: important 

points to attend to thefe diverfions. The miftrefs of this famous dancer one day 

made a difcovery of her being pregnant, and was very uneafy to think that all her 

gain would foon be over, if this was fuffered to goon. She therefore applied to 

“Hippocrates, who owns, that at her requeft he procured an abortion, though in 

dire&t contradiction to his oath. I remember likewife to have heard him accufed of 

fetting fire to A’scutapius’s temple at Cos, and the library at Cnidus, after he had 

tranfcribed their regifters; but thefe are generally looked upon as groundlefs ca- 

lumnies. 


May the lights, which thou receiveft from this celebrated Coan, enable thee to 
fulfil the. ardent wifhes of Perfia, that ARTAXERXES may live for ever. 


po 
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C.L EUAN ByRyeitont) Sly IL Papid Als: 


"cE HOU feemett to have been tranfported beyond the bounds of humanity in thy 
laft letter; for the virgins of Attica fhould by no means be involved in the 
fame cenfure with thofe of Ephefus.° Think not that I defpife thy friendly cautjon, 
or the pafflion of Hzrroporus. But let'me récommend it to thee as a circumftance 
of high entertainment, that CLEanpER, who was educated in the feverer ftudies of 
philofophy, and has converfed entirely with ftatefmen and merchants, fhould zealoufly 
vindicate the character, and court the company of the fair fex. Such is the altera- 
tion which time has made in me, and the nature of my employment. 


I was yefterday in an affembly of Athenian matrons at the houfe of Aspasta, 
with whom I have cultivated a correfpondence ever fince my introduction to Pr- 
pices. She has continually received me with the moft engaging condefcenfion, and 
abounds in fo many elegant turns of wit, and in fuch a variety of good knowledge 
and good fenfe, that no one here is either equal or fuperior to her, except the great 
Socrates. As foon as the performers on the lute and harp were retired, with moft 
of the perfons who were invited, we drew together into a circle, and Aspasta led 

the converfation. She amufed us with fome curious anecdotes of Pericres, (for 
whofe memory fhe expreffed the tendereft regard,) and entered into large differta- 
tions on feveral fubjeéts, At laft fhe applied to me, and began to afk me concerning 
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the manners of the ladies in thofe parts of the world, where I had travelled. «© ¥F 
conjecture, faid fhe, from the treatment which the women have met’ with in almof 
all ftates, it muft have been the opinion of philofophers and legiflators, “ that they 
have no fouls.” Elfe why are they not admitted into the greater myfteries ? and why 
are they denied the improvements of letters and the politer arts? In Athens, however, 
we are allowed more privileges than in many places, and are ufed like rational crea- 
tures. But tell me, Crzanper, the refult of your obfervations on the fex, and the 
different lights, in which it appears through the mediums of different laws, preju+ 
dices, and.fathions. Perhaps you have not turned your thoughts ‘this way, fince I 
know the men have a contempt for our underftandings, and forget, that fuch a difpa- 
rity arifes from the acquirements of education, not the natural capacity.” © It is. 
imnpoffible, anfwered I, for-any one to forget fo clear a truth, and have feen the excel- 
lent Aspasta. he liberty indulged to the ladies in this city is adapted to anfwer all 
the good purpofes of the promifcuous converfation in Ionia, (particularly in Ephefus, 
the chief refidence of luxury ;) and their own fenfe more effectually reftrains them. 
from the wantonnefs fo juftly imputed to that country, than the bolts and bars of the 
eaft. Here alone they are not flaves to their hufbands or their pleafures.” ** You. 
are a little fevere, replied fhe, on your native place; yet I am convinced, that what 
you fay is founded on faét. And, for my own part, I have oftenconfidered the pom- 
pous. worfhip and temple of the Diana of Ephefus, as prefenting avery lively em- 
blem of the genius of that city. Both. are fitter forthe Cyprian Venus, than for her,. 
who. is reverenced as the guardian Deity of groves and mountains.” “ The ro- 
mantic analogy you have difcovered, continued I,. between the effeminacy and the 
religion of Ephefus, is prettily conceived. But the fpeculation,. I was running into,, 
is of a more abftrufe kind, and'I would repeat, Aspasta,. with your leave, the re- 
marks I have made as to the influence of various ftates on the manners of the ladies.” 
“ Iam all, attention,”” faid the,. with fingular politenefs. 


“ Then, faid I,, to fpeak in the language of a politician to.a great miftrefs. of po-. 
Htics, an arbitrary conftitution of government mutt always take away the rights and: 
intercourfe of. perfonal- friendfhip among both. fexes, and.make itfelf be fete in the- 
innocent amufements of private life, as well as the management of public bufinels. 
Nor can Lthink, that this altogether proceeds from the fufpicious nature of thofe go-. 
vernments, but from every, man’s defire to imitate in his domeftic ceconomy, that ex-. 
ample, which is fet in the political. Hence it is, that a fingle national tyrant makes. 
many family ones., and when the body of: a nation: becomes inured to defpotic fway, 
the fentiments, that, favour it, find the readieft admiffion. Notwithitanding the ab-. 
furdity of them, they are embraced as found principles, and infenfibly make their: 
way, through the deluded underftanding, into the temper and the manners of that 
people. It the great monarcltof the country imprifons a fubje&t, or deprives him of: 
his eftate and honours, without affigning a reafon or producing an-accufation, the 
little monarch imagines himfelf warranted in the licentious exercife of this preroga- 
tive within the limits of his own houfe, If the fame monarch forbids a freedom of: 
{peech with refpeét to his perfon and adminiftration., his petty imitator, jealous of 
the leaft infringement. on the authority of a parent oran hufband, watches every un- 
guarded expreffion, that may drop from his children, and excludes his wives from all” 
converfation, left they fhould be guilty of treachery, or enamoured of a {tranger. 


Surrounded 
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Surrounded thus by eunuchs and mutes, denied every advantage, that contributes to 
raife or refine the underftanding, let us fuppofe fome diftinguifhed beauty (for with 
the Perfians beauty alone is regarded in the women) to be taken into the bofom and 
confidence of a mighty prince. Let us fuppofe her to interfere in ftate-affairs, though 
fhe be ignorant of mankind, and the true intereft of the kingdom, The natural effect 
of it muft be, that the caprice of the miftrefs added to the caprice of the prince, 
while each is to be gratified without controul, will redouble the miferies of a country. 
Such events have often been feen in arbitrary conflitutions of government. What 
makes the thing fo high an abfurdity in Perfia, is not only the confined and uninform- 
ing education of the women, but its contradiction to the fenfe of our anceftors, who 
thought the females not qualified for bufinefs, and by the laws they fettled, have ren- 
dered the male heirs alone capable of fucceeding to the throne, In this the empire of 
Cyrus has varied from the Affyrian empire, whofe hiftory is chiefly remarkable for 
the charaéter of queen Semiramis.” Methinks, returned Aspasta, the Perlian la- 
dies form a very good contraft to thofe of * Egypt, who, as we are told, drive bar- 
gains, go to market and manage the plough, while the men fit at home with the diftaff 
and {pindle, performing the more fedentary offices, which are efteemed here the na- 
tural province of the houfewife, We have none in Greece that refemble them. .‘*.No, 
faid I, unlefs you will match them with the military ladies of Sparta, who are equally 
the reverfe of the Perfian. Inured to the-fame exercifes, the fame hardfhips, and 
the fame difcipline with the men, they differ not in their manners. | It was the inten- 
tion of their great lawgiver to fubdue the paffions, by methods oppofite to what are - 
ufed in Perfia. And as in this laf country, they endeavour to reftrain the women by 
debarring them from the fight of the human fpecies, and by the confinement of the 
body; in the former, a perpetual familiarity with the men blunts the edge of irregu- 
lar appetites, while the check that is laid on fenfuality, I mean, that fenfe of ho- 
nour, which is inftilled early, has a reference to the! mind only. The worft of it is, 
that the rough genius of the commonwealth gives an unnatural boldnefs and fierce- 
nefs to the fex, which the introdution of foreign commerce into the ftate would foon 
polifh. And, in this refpect, [take it, Aspasia, Athens has a manifeft fuperiority. 
Free and independent as Sparta, able to defend its liberties in the field againft the moft 
numerous or warlike people, it carefully attends to the encouragement of commerce, 
and brings home the wealth of the moft diftant climates to its own convenience and 
emolument. At the fame time fuch are its laws, and fuch are its citizens, that as the 
one appear to be very wifely calculated to prevent the growth of that enervating Juxu- 
ry, which is ufually the companion of trade , fo the other, perfuaded of the needful- 
nefs of fimplicity to fupport the dignity of Athens, concur with chearfulnefs in re- 
ceiving and obeying them. Under reftriétions of this nature, accurately obferved, 
what happinefs is not derived by commerce on every individual, as well-as on the re- 
_ public? Every man has fome employment, to which he is not only induced by incli- 
nation, but by the feverity of the law. For here, if I miftake not, idlenefs 1s pu- 
nifhed with death, On thefe accounts the fretful jealoufies, which difturb and im- 
bitter private life in the lefs active countries, are entirely unknown to the Athenians. 
The women are bred up in thofe arts, which become them; are indulged on folemn 
feftivals in frequenting the theatre; and are admitted into a great fhare of the domeftic 
management. By fuch means, they gain an agreeable foftneds in their behaviour wath- 


* Vide Herod. L. Il. 
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cut a falfe delicacy, and a liberal way of thinking, which the men hardly’ arrive at fn 
arbitrary governments,” 
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flances of the Grecian ladies, T believe you are as zealous againft permitting them ‘to 
deal in politics, as you were a little while fince,’ againft conceding that privilege: to 
the favourites of Perfian monarchs.” “ Sucli-a privilége, replied I, is to be eranted 
only to extraordinary geniufles ; and when limited to théfe, you will admit, Aspasta, 
there is no danger of its being indulged, either frequently, or improperly. However, 
your obfervation is certainly very pertinent, that there is ‘not the fame abfurdity in 
making a woman of parts, thus educated, the firft minifter in the ftate, ‘as in raifing 
the ignorant beauties of Perfia to an ‘high’ deeree of confidence.” “ You know the 
light, returned fhe, in which I was formerly placed, when'the ambition of my youth. 
prompted me to aim at being admired and beloved by Pericies. ~ ‘I was then tra- 
duced as a defigning politic intriguer ; and the fine underftanding of that great man: 
was ftrangely depreciated; in being reprefented as a dupe to the artifice of a woman. 
But | hada mind to know your fentiments, and agree with them. You had fome- 
thing elfe to fay ; I am afraid I have interrupted you. |“ I can Have nothing to fay, 
anfwered I, when.you have any thing to offer.” ‘* You have loft fight of Ephefus, , 
faid fhe.” “ *Tis true, faid I, and I was going to fhew from the very conftitution: 
of Ephefus, (which’has one of the nobleft harbours in the world, and therefore is a 
place of the moft extenfive trade) that a greater freedom of courfe muft be indulged 
there to luxury and the'manners of the women, than either in Perfia or in Athens.. 
For though that place was among the immediate dependencies of an arbitrary govern- 
ment, and (notwithftanding the article in 'Cimon’s peace) is ftill under the awe of-it, 
it has always been allowed in feveral' immunities, and comparatively with the reft of. 
the empire ina relaxation of ‘abfolute authority, with a view to encourage commietce,. 
which.can never flourith under the rigour of it. | This has brought the inhabitants to, 
converfe more openly, and both fexes meet together at the public fairs and at fumptu- 
ous entertainments. Thus the education of the women becomes free and uncontrouled,. 
which fufficiently diftinguifhes them) from thofe’ of Perfia, Should you then afk, 
why they differ trom the Athenian wonten ? That too may bé folved without diff- 
culty. For though in Athens it may be neceffary for the prefervation of its liberties, 
to enact laws reftraining prodigality and wantonnefs ; yet thofe’ laws are not wifhed 
for in Ephefus, where they would be unwilling even to eftablith freedom at the éx-. 
pence of their pleafures ; fo that while the E,phefians fhare all the advantages of come. 
merce, they are fubject to the evils of unbounded luxury. | Agrecably to this, the 
women affect a gaiety in their drefs, a fpirit in the very air of their countenance, and 
a libertine deportment unpractifed by any othér people. ’ They love to be followed 
by the men, and expeé an. homage, that‘befpeaks adoration; not efteem.. The conte- 
quence of it is, that they, who feta value-upon their perféns, (and indeed, there are 
few who do not) have ‘an averfion to an -hafband; and the city owes its populoufnefs,, 
not fo much to the intermarriages of its inhabitants, as to the concourfe of ftran-. 
gers. I knew a lady of this turn of mind, who refufed an * Ephefian: of uncommon. 
partsand fenfe, from a ridiculous caprice.'’ Such an one among{t you, Aspasia,. 


‘“ But, interpofed Aspasia fimiling, notwithftanding the advantageous circunt- 


* See Letter CXXXV.. 
would: 
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would have been defervedly infamous. For in Athéns matrimony is held honourable 
and highly encouraged. Hence an Athenian matron is beloved and refpe¢ted, when 
old. As fhe has been diligent in the education of her family, fhe looks back on her 
patt life with pleafure, and has a profpect in her children, which contributes to pro- 
Jong her happinefs. An Ephefian beauty, when the charms of her perfon wear off, 
and with them fhe lays afide the luxury of drefs, incapable of reforting for confola- 
tion to the folid pleafures of domeftic life, lofes her former chearfulnefs, and fpends 
the reft of her days in the low arts of detracting from the young and handfoime.” 
< Intruth, Creanber, returned Aspasra, the Athenian lady is very much obliged 
to: you for the preference you have given her over all others. You feem to think,, 
fhe has every good quality of the Spartan, Ephefian, and Perfian, without any of 
their foibles.” ‘“* Mott evidently, faidI, for fhe has the manly fenfe of che Spartan,, 
without her rough feverity ; the fprightly eafe of the Ephefian, without her lafcivi- 
oufnefs; and the modett referve of the Perfian, without her flavifh reclufenefs.” 


I flatter myfelf, deareft Hippras, thou wilt be reconciled to the virgins of Attica 
en the reading of this letter; and believe them for the future to. be the choiceft: 
bleffings of Oromaspes,, not the baneful gifts of Arimantus., 


©. 
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AMORGES to CLEANDER From Pedafa.. 


HE intelligence you fent me of Zopyrus’s defigns againft Caunus, was fo 
long delayed by contrary winds and. other accidents, before it reached my. 
hands, that I had not time to take all the neceffary precautions for the fecurity of 
my government. The province was unfurnifhed of the beft ‘part of the troops,, 
which are ufually quartered in it, they having been ordered away to the general 
rendezvous at Sardis; and the citizens of Caunus obftinately infifting upon their 
privilege of receivingyno Perfian garrifon, I found myfelf without a force fufficient to: 
compel them to it, and could only exhort them by letters to preferve their allegiance 
to the king, and write to. the fatraps of the neighbouring provinces for affiftance: In: 
the mean time, Zopyrus with his fhips came before the town, and fent in a mefflage 
to the inhabitants, with offers of the moft advantageous conditions, if they would: 
furrender themfelves into his hands. ‘The Caunians after confultation returned for 
anfwer, that though they fhould be willing to deliver up their city to one of his noble 
birth and excellent qualities, they could by no means give admittance to his followers. 
Zopyrrus little expecting this reply, landed his men, and began the affault in form. 
The inhabitants made a very gallant defence; and Zopyrus himfelf was killed by 
Axcipas, a native of the place, in attempting to fcale the walls.. Upon whicn his: 
troops retired in diforder to their fhips, and within. a few hours failed away. The 
day after this action, I arrived myfelf with a thoufand foot and three hundred horle,, 
! 4. whom 
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whom I had found means to draw together. The Caunians opened their gates to 
me without refiftance. I reprimanded them for their former refufal to admit a gar- 
rifon; telling them, I expected them to deliver up to me thofe who had advifed 
that meafure, as well as thofe who correfponded with the enemy, under pain of for- 
feiting their privileges. The terror of arms, CLEanpER, is a moft excellent moni- 
tor. My demands were complied with, and I returned to this place with my pri- 
foners, whofe examinations I have fent up to court, and expect the king’s further 
pleafure concerning them. THeron, the Rhodian, Crarippus’s brother, (who for 
fome years has been fettled here) contributed not a little, by his perfuafions and ex- 
ample, towards the brave refiftance made to thefe piratical adventurers, and was 


very inftrumental in helping to difcover fome, who had been concerned in practices 
with them. 


* Iam told, my enemies at court have infinuated, that I was indireétly concerned 
in this attempt, and had given Zopyrus fecret affurances of joining him, in cafe 
he met with fuccefs. May I fhare the fate of the curfed * Arrmanrus, when the 
feven thoufand years have finifhed their courfe, if the nature of the faéts, as well as 
my own con{cience, does not acquit me. Can it be alledged with any. colour of rea- 
fon, that I ought to have hazarded the king’s authority, or perhaps driven the Cau- 
nians into an open revolt, by attempting to force a garrifon upon them, before the 
reinforcements, which I expected, arrived? Or will it be faid, that I omitted one 


ftep, which the weaknefs of the province fuffered me to take, that was proper to 
fecure its tranquillity ? 


I defire nothing but juftice in this affair: I am convinced, I fhall meet with it 


before the tribunal of Arraxerxes; and to that 1 willingly f{ubmit my life, my re- 
putation, ‘and my fortunes. Adieu. 


r. 


Bee T PBR ee RE 
SMERDIS)to CLEAN DER. ; 


W HEWN my zeal for the purity and prevalence of the Magian fcheme of reli- 
gion is alarmed, | am almoft tranfported into an unbecoming violence. But 
+ when I reflect on thee and thy friendfhip, the fofter paflions take place, which 


* The Perfians believed, that the lower world fhould bein fubje&tion to Arrmantvs for feven thou- 


fand years, after which order fhould be reftored, and ORoMASDES reign without oppofition. Vide Hyde 
de Religione veterum Perfarum. . 


+ Smeronis feems to entertain the good-natured opinion of Anroninus, ‘‘ that we ought to think 


over the virtues and excellencies of our feveral acquaintance, when we have a mind to indulge our- 


felves, and be chearful.”” Anton. Medit. L. VI. p. 56. Edit. Lond. 1697. Note by the tranflator. 


draw 
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draw me back to fentiments of moderation and peace. Doft thou afk what incident 
has railed my zeal? Know, Creanper, that in the fpacious grove adjoining to the 
palace of Arsaczs in the foreft of Nyfa, fome concealed Sabians have ereéted a 
marble altar; and, under the protection of that falfe fatrap, have in the night time 
performed. their horrid incantations. Not long fince they were difcovered by fome 
true worfhippers in the celebration of a ceremony peculiar to them, that of boiling 
the kid in the mother’s milk; by which they impioufly and impertinently invite the 
fuperior intelligences of the ftars. to refide in their images. ‘Chou knoweft the fum- 
mary courfe of our proceedings: they were feized, convicted before the archimage,, 


and delivered over to the curfes of Auriman, and the torments of the avenging 
angels. 


Believe me, the ftate of Median piety affects me with indignation and forrow ! 
This fect has of late gained ground upon us in feveral. parts of the eaft; and though 
the abilities of our prophet once defeated the induftry of it,, infomuch that the holy 
flame glowed in all minds, as well as burnt on the fhrines of all Perfia; yet we have: 
been fince returning to the fenfelefs rites he taught us to difdain. I obferve at the- 
fame time, with the higheft fatisfaction, the attachment of our monarch to the doc- 
trines of the Zenda; (and the only hopes. of the magi are centered there:) but nei- 
ther the encouragement he has'vouchfafed tothe Jews, whoie pradtices are directly: 
eppofite to Sabianifm, and. who worfhip in.their temples by continual fire; nor the 
arms he gives us to deftroy the wicked ;. neither the lenity, nor feverity of the go- 
vernment, can fecure us from the wiles of falfhood; neither arguments. nor power.. 
Thou wilt here be apt to object,. perverted by the reafonings of thy Grecian friends,, 
ss: Would it not be better to allow an.intercommunity of religions? Such an exertion, 
of the legal authority, as that which you have mentioned, can only.lop the branches ; 
but who will tear up the root? You may cut off the excrefcences; but who can. 
cleanfe the ill humours. that produce them? You: may. clofe the wound for-a feafon ;, 
but will it not open with the firft diforder?” All this is true, and. it might perhaps. 
be worthy the wifdom- of the good being, to fend a genius like Zoroasrer upon: 
earth, in every generation of men, to preferve the knowledge and worfhip of him in. 
its full purity. In.the mean. time we his followers muft ufe force, while we are with- 
out infpiration; we muft not accept the precarious fubmiffion of the underftanding,. 
while the reafon.is weak, the heart depraved ; we muft prevent this.danger by the 
means we have, and not wait for thofe we have not. ‘ Seeft thou; fays the prophet: 
in his facred. volume, a fhip putting out to feain a ftorm;, and wouldeft thou not. 
conftrain the owner of it,.to keep in:harbour, left it dafh againft the rocks, and be 
loft? Seeft thou-a man travelling into a far country, and, inftead of preferring the- 
fafe and beaten path, taking his way through barren heaths, burning fands, expofed 
to the fury of wild beafts, and the ftings of fcorpions ; wouldeft thou. not force him: 
to be ruled by thee?” Again, ‘“Seeft thou another preparing to throw himfelf from: 
a fharp point on one of the mountains of Caucafus; and wouldeft thou not lay thine: 
Hands on the wretch,, left he bring mifchief on. himfelf?. Even.fo let it be to every 
nner, who departeth from the truth to do evil.” 


This being the opinion of the book,. I own; many are the douits,. which. have> 
arifen. in. my mind concerning thy. refidence among the idolaters. of the weft.. If I: 
; have 
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have fometimes been afraid, left the profane difputations of fophifts fully thy un- 
fpotted faith, I have recolle&ted, that the fame prophet, who commands us to avoid 
every pollution of the elements, which are the feeds of all things, commands us to 
avoid every pollution of the foul, which contains the feeds of reafon, immortality, 
and happinels. ‘Then have I withed thee to fly away from that detefted country on 
the wings of the morning, that thou mighbteft no more be liable to fufpicion. If at 
other times I have thonght thee too firm to be fhaken from the genuine principles of 
Zoroaster’s law, I have recollected, that the fame prophet, who exhorts us, what- 
ever temptations we combat, to hold faft to the religion of Oromaspes, and to fuffer 
our minds to afcend from earth to heaven, as the fun mounts above the level of the 
waters to the zenith, whence he emits his warmeft and moft enlivening rays; exhorts 
us likewife, for want of power, by reproof and by inftruction, to perfuade thofe, 
who are defiled with error, to forfake it; on the fame principle, that thou wouldeft 
compaffionately free the prifomer from the captivity, which fooths him, for it may 
f{peedily end in his deftruction. 


I conjure thee, hide not the profeffion of our law; gird up thy loins with the holy 
girdle; let me not be told again of thy private expiations, to appeafe the prophet 
for what thou foftly calleft the neceflary omiffions of duty, but are in truth the 
fhameful compliances of fear. Addrefs thyfelf to the philofophers and magiftrates 
of Athens: let them bow no longer to idol-Gods and -idol-paffions, but adopt the 
Deity and the morals of Zoroaster. Think on the example propofed to thee by 
that great man, who looking on death with contempt, when fet againft the eftablifh- 
ment of his doétrines in the hearts of others, not only hazarded, ‘but loft his life, 
in endeavouring to convert Arcasp, king of the Scythians. Be thou comforted alfo 
in remembring the fpeedy vengeance inflicted on that ftubborn prince by Darius, 
Such may be the fate of Athens from the pious Arraxerxes, if fhe refufe to hear 
thy miffion, and treat thee with a Scythian barbarity. But if, as is moft probable, 
in a ftate renowned for letters and for wit, her philofophers attempt to confute, and 
her poets to ridicule thee; be affured, as the facred fire on our altars is fmothered 
for a time by the fhrubs and flowers that are thrown upon it, yet is neverthelefs 
raifed and fupported by them; fo is it with truth, which makes every impediment 
in its way the proper matter for itfelf to work upon, and converts the means in- 
tended for its overthrow, into thofe of its credit and propagation. 


C. 
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Awa came yefterday on a vifit to PHitemon and myfelf, and we 
had a private fympofium. He had fearce entered the apartment, when he 
laughed, and faid, “‘ I have juft been prefent at the deliberations of an ingenious 
allembly, into which I am lately admitted.” I warrant you, interrupted I, fome 


party 
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party of pleafure. You have perhaps been contriving fome conceit ot fcheme to 
take place at the approaching Orgies. ‘ No, anfwered he; by Hercurzs, you 
were never more miftaken.” Then you have been diicourfing, returned I, with a 
knot of fophifts or philofophers. ‘* Why in truth, replied he, it was fo grave a meet- 
ing, that you would have imagined, had you looked at us, it was a company of 

hilofophers; and yet our conference was fo void of all meaning, that it might vie 
with the difputations of a fophift. To hold you no longer in fufpenfe, a fet of 
young citizens, who are fond of attending the debates of the people, and have a 
mind to make themfelves, not able ftatefmen, but popular orators, have compofed 
a fociety, where, in imitation of the great objects of Socrarss’s ridicule, they talk 
extempore on every topic, that is offered them.” “* I perceive, interpofed PurLe- 
mon, there is a great fpirit of eloquence gone forth into the world; and the forum 
{it is now fuggefted) was not defigned fo much for the tranfaction of bufinefs, as for 
a vain oftentation of the capacity. If Minerva, the tutelar Goddefs of Athens, 
infpires not our pofterity with better thoughts, the affairs of the fenate and affembly 
may degenerate into carelefs amufements. Thefe trifles lead to ferious * misfortunes, 
«¢ Pray, faid J, who are the rulers of your club?” Not I, anfwered Atcrprapes, 
though a member of it.’ “ I take that for granted, returned I; and it is impoffible 
for any one but a fophift, to be either the framer or conductor of it. You are in 
the right, replied he: TTHEoN and Isacoras, who are of that feét, both of them 
fuperior to us in years, feem to be our chief demagogues and managers. The one 
was a follower of Hrppras, and imitates him in concifenefs, which he looks upon 
as a proof of genius, (though, you know, it may difcover either great ftrength or 
poverty of parts:) the other was a fcholar of Gorcras, and values himfelf on a 
florid copioufnefs. The former: is of fo ridiculous an afpect, that he would make a 
droll figure in the paintings of Pyrzrcus; and the latter is a man of fach univerfal 
attainments, that he prefumed to contend in tragedy with Euriprpes himfelf. They 
have fo high a regard for the improvements of their pupils, that they always take 
contrary fides, and frequently keep the converfation to themfelves. As foon as 
Turon has uttered two or three fentences with fome difficulty and much formality, 
the forward Isacoras lays hold of them, allows him the whole extent of his argu- 
ment, but perhaps thinks it not to the purpofe; and after he has proceeded in his 
ufual ftrain of declamation, the fame fentiments purfued in different words, and 
warmly argued, furnifh out the exercife of the day.” “ But, faid I, though your 
difputes are not carried on in the beft manner, you keep yourfelves in breath, I 


* Purtemon feems to have been of the fame fentiments with Crczrxo, who puts thefe words into 
the mouth of the elder Caro in the piece de Senefute. ‘ Quod fi legere ant audire volctis externa, 
maximas refpublicas ab adolefcentibus labefaatas reperietis. 

Cea, qui vetram rempublicam tantam amififtis tam cito? fic enim percontanti, ut eft in Newt Poetae 
dudo, refpondentur et alia, et bec in primis, 

Provenichant Oratores novi, fiultul:, adolefcentuli. 

Itis remarkable, that Arcrprapes fhould have this converfation with Psiitemon, who forefaw 
the ruin, that would be brought upon the itate by the precipitate advice and meafures of fuch ciu- 
zens as that young Athenian. He engaged his countrymen afterwards in the fatal expedition to Si- 
cily. Should it be afked, how one of fo romantic and debiached a turn could maintain any co-ref- 
pondence with the grave PHiLEMON, it may be faid, he did like CaTiLtIne, bonos febi [pecie quidam 
wirtutis affimulatae tenere, WNote by the Tranflator. 
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imagine, by treating fubjects of importance as a trial of your invention.” “ Yes,., 
rejoined Axcrprapes; we have talked over every character in * Homer from. 
AcuiuLes to Tuersitrs; and have ftarted it as a problem of difficult folution, 
whether Nestor or Uxysses was the wifeft? A friend of mine, who had been in 
Ithaca accidentally, (where hardly any body elfe ever was,) valued himfelf much 
upon it, and told us, ** he might perhaps be prejudiced in favour of one, whom he 
had propofed as the pattern of his travels; but he could nat help thinking, when. he: 
traverfed the rocky ifland, which was the royal patrimony of the hero, that the 
good elects of his government exifted vifibly in the face of the country till now.” 
Ele concluded with fome fimart refleétions or {trong things to the difadvantage of old. 
Nestor. Such,.Cieanper, are the means, by which many of the Athenians have 
Jearnt a vicious fluency of words, and a petulant vivacity. But we begin to be: 
tired of antiguity, and are defcended to the worft of all modern productions, the 
regulations of our own fociety.” ‘ One fhould apprehend, anfwered I, they, mutt. 
be wretched fubjets of difcourfe. The flowers of eloquence can never flourith or. 
be raifed on barren foils.” ‘ True, faid he; yet you know there is art required. 
in gloffing over a ftatute or old order of the affembly; and the fate of a queftion- 
will now and then depend on a defect in the way of drawing it, or in the form of. 
proceeding to confider it. We train ourfelves therefore to a qualification fo material. 
to the interefts of the republic.” ‘* But, continued I, this might be an improving 
exercife, if you would refolve to digeft in your minds the matter of a curious fubjeét, . 
which would admit fome difference of opinion concerning it, before the day of de-. 
bate. As to the expreffions, the lefs they are premeditated,, methinks the better.” 
** I agree with you, returned Anciprapgs, and had once the baldnefs to,move. what. 
you mention. I believe it is almoft the only time I ever troubled them with my- 
| thoughts at all. For I have learnt from SOCRATES, not to talk of any thing, before 
T have confidered it; fo that in this fociety I generally entertain myfelf with the 

| wifdom of others, and obferve a more than Pythagoric filence. It was faid, in ob-- 

jection to it, that the very end of the meeting would be deftroyed, which was “ to. 

{peak without thinking.” ‘ A noble inftitution, cried Puiyzmon; thefe men would. 

i] imitate your uncle Perrcies, whofe excellent talents, as an orator, were formed,. 

not by an idle loquacity, but by long application to philofophy, joined to great na- 

tural quicknefs. and. comprehenfion of parts. Words. are only the inftruments to, 

| convey our thoughts; and you might as well flatter yourfelf to become a painter at 

| once, by taking a pencil into,your hand, as a mafter of eloquence, by gaining a. 

readinefs of fpeech.” ‘: You may remember, faid Arciprapes, that THucypipes, 

who fucceeded Cimon in the oppofite intereft to Pericies, founded a fort of poli- 

tical lecture, and paid fome fophift very largely for his affiduity in ‘teaching that- 

cience tothe young Athenians. What would you. fay now (fince you feem to think 

we want good materials for debating) if the two inftitutions were joined together ; 

and the difciples of this laft, after a certain time, delivered to the care of THEon 

and Isacoras, that they might produce in. the fociety, for the encouragement of, 


* The fophifts were fond of extratting topics of declamation from the poets, efpecially from Ho- 
MER, as may be collected from the Dialogues of Prato. It is faid in one of them, that Hippras 
of Elis had thrown all the precepts neceflary. for inftituting youth into an oration, and called it, 
** NgsTor’s advice to a Son.?? 
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eloquence, thofe abilities they had acquired in the fchool of politics?” « Forgive 
me, replied he, if I cannot be pleafant on a matter of fuch lafting confequence. 
For I take this faculty of difcourfing on both fides of a queftion, which the fophitts 
are fond of exerting themfelves and communicating to others, not to be fo hurtful to 
fcience, as dangerous to virtue. It tempts us to lay afide fincerity, and to varnifh 
over falfhood ; it introduces fomething of the drama, into public councils, and fa- 
miliarizes our youth to the acting a part.” 
C. 


Lob od ero oy Rigo Cell. 


ORSAMES to CLEANDER. From Taoces on the borders of 
the Perfian gulf, 


N the leifure of a few months recefs from the court, I want no inducement, 
Cieanper, to refume my correfpondence with thee. From the opinion thou hatt 
formed of me, thou wilt readily conceive, how great a relief I find in this retirement 
from the hurry and diffipation of a public life. Taoces (for that is the name of 
this place from the neighbouring promontory) was an ancient pleafure-feat of the 
Achzemenian princes, the anceftors of Cyrus, but has fince paft by grant into the 
family of Parmys. The pleafantnefs of the place is greatly owing to its maritime 
fituation, and to the natural variety of its woodlands, lawns, and water; though 
very confiderable improvements have been made by large plantations in the paradifes, 
that encompafs it. Nor isthe beauty of its profpeéts diminifhed from the contraft 
of a more barren and mountainous country, viewed at a diftance, towards the bor- 
ders of Carmania. Above Taoces, about two hundred ftadia upon the river Granis, 
which at this place falls into the Perfian gulf, ftands Gabe, one of the royal palaces, 
as Pafargada was the other, between which the kings of Perfia in former times re- 
fided ; for the champain country about thefe places recommended their fituation to 
our ancient monarchs, whofe pleafures confifted in manly exercifes, and whofe chief 
diverfion was the chace. In thofe days all the youth of Perfia, educated after the 
difcipline of our ancient fchools, were called upon in their turns to attend their fo- 
vereign to the field; not indeed fo often again{ft the human kind, as in the purfuit 
ef favage animals, with which they were frequently expofed to no lefs hazardous 
encounters, and by this means properly trained to all the ftratagems and toils of 
war. ‘They then purfued the game on foot, and contended in {peed with the fwifteft 
animals; for till the times of Cyrus a horfe was little known in Perfia. Pafargada 
is fituated upon the river Agradatus, now more commonly called after the name of 
our immortal Cyrus. The courfe of it is through the vale of Perfis, the middle 
and moft fruitful part of the country. Cyrus, even after he had begun the moft 
magnificent palace of the eaft, ftill retained a particular fondnefs for that place. 
There paft the clofing fcene of his glorious life; and in the gardens belonging to 
that ancient feat of his anceftors, he ordered, that his remains fhould be depofited. 
His fepulchre is plain and fimple, diftinguifhed only by an obelifk, which ftands a 
y 2 the 
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the centre of a thick wood. Within the palace of. Pafargada are the courts of 
juftice, and the ancient fchools; the former fupplied by the itinerant judges, who 
are fent annually through all the provinces; the latter now under the dire€tion of 
the Magi. But they, Creanpir, are more induftrious to maintain the reputa- 
tion, and promote the fpeculative fludies of their own order, than to fee the {pirit 
of the ancient difcipline preferved in its full vigor. Pafargada is now become one of 
the moft confiverable colleges of their profeffion; another fettlement they had in a 
village near adjacent, which bore the name of Ecbatana, till Darius obliged. them 
to remove from thence, and built the town of that name upon the mountains. The 
court is this fpring at Perfepolis, from whence the great king is expected to make a 
progrefs to Pafargada. Except in thefe progreffes, the concourfe and fplendour of 
a Perfian court is feldom feen there; yet, without that, even in thefe remote corners 
of Perfia, frequent opportunities offer of mixing in a very polite and various foci- 
ety. The voyages of the Phoenicians have of late ages, thou knoweft, opened a 
commerce of literature between the moft diftant climates of the eaft and weft; 
which has occafioned a great refort of ftrangers, efpecially of the Grecian fophifts, 
into thefe parts; for they, whofe refearches after knowledge carry them even to the 
Indian Brachmans, will not fail to vifit the {chools of the Magi. The fituation of 
my Perfian villa puts me fometimes in the way of thefe learned guefts ; they are ge- 
nerally introduced to me by the courteous Mage Teasprs, who obliges Parmys and: 
me with his company in this agreeable retirement. The adjacent promontory of 
Taoces affords a commodious harbour to the Tyrian merchants. Among them I 
often meet with men of a large mind, and improved underftanding ; fuch as I have 
heard thy brother Hrppras defcribed to be by the great men, who have feen him at 
the court of Ecbatana. 


I have long entertained an opinion, that there was a nearer confanguinity between: 
the diftant nations of the earth, than they themfelves are generally apprized of. My 
happening, upon fome oceafion, to fuggeft this hint in a.mixt company of Greeks 
and Afiatics, who were met not long fince at Taoces, brought on a converfation, that 
has a good deal confirmed me in thefe fentiments. Pyruon, the Athenian agent,. 
who, being in thefe parts upon his mercantile affairs, chanced to be one of the com- 
pany, faid with fome earneftnefs, that though, in the relation he ftood to a certain. 
{tate, he fhould be unwilling to give up a point fo interefting to many of the Greeks, 
ag that of their being the Auréyfoves of their native country; yet he fhould with. 
pleafure attend to any difcoveries of a natural alliance between them and the fubjeéts. 
of the great king. “ I fear, faid Tzaspzs, you muft firft relinquith thofe boafted. 
pretenfions of your Grecian friends, before any fuch relation between them and thefe: 
eaftern nations can be made out? Iromus, a Phoenician merchant, who fat by, was 
difpofed to treat the fubject with raillery, and alledged, that confidering the barba- 
rous ftate of ancient Greece, before Capmus introduced humanity among its. early: 
inhabitants, he faw nothing extravagant in the pretenfions of thofe Greeks, who make 
their firft anceftors the fpontaneous product of the earth.” It muft be owned, re- 
plied PyrHon, that there is a great mixture of fable in. the early periods of the. 
Grecian hiftory. But will not the fame objection lie to the hiftory of all other na- 
tions, if you attempt to trace them up to their firft original? Thus, if Inacaus be 
filed the offspringof Ocgzanus and. Ternys, this carries his antiquity to that height, 
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as to leave it uncertain, who were his progenitors, And is not SEMIRAMIS, in like 
manner, reported to be the daughter of the Syrian Goddefs?” ‘I have had, faid 
Traspes, feveral opportunities of converfing intimately with the priefts of Byblos, 
who, you will allow, deferve to be confulted in points of the earlieft antiquity; and 
I can with confidence affirm, that of the antiquities of the Greeks,-till the era of the 
Olympiads, there is very little certainty to be colleéted from any’ traditions or monu- 
‘ments, that have been preferved by their own hiftorians.. I muft fo far, however, 
diffent from Iromus, -as to believe, that there were diftinét communities and forms of 
government eitablifhed by the Pelafgi, before the coming of CapMus into Greece. 
‘Phoenicia had fent colonies thither long before that which he fettled at Thebes in 
Beeotia. The very name of Inacnus, who is the reputed founder of the Argive 
kingdom, betrays his Phoenician original; and PaHoroneus bears an affinity to an 
#Egyptian name. It was under his government, that the feattered families of the 
Pelafgi were brought to unice themfelves in aregular fociety with the new tranfplanted 
~ colonies, who followed PHoRonEusS into that country foon: after the expulfion of the 
Phoenicians out of Agypt.” “ You muft allow then, interpofed Pyrson, that the 
Pelafgi themfelves were more ancient in Greece, than the colonies you fpeak of.” 
& Some indeed, replied Teaspzs, muft have got fooner there than the reft; and I 
ufe the word, Pelafgi, becaufeupon the authority of the Greeks themfelves, 1 find no 
name more ancient for the firft inhabitants of that country. But you cannot be ig- 
norant, I fuppofe, that the name of Pelafgi could only belong to a people, who had 
paffed the fea, and fufficiently deftroys the high pretenfions of your countrymen, of 
being coeval almoft with the territory itfelf, And here I cannot help repeating your 
own fabulcus account of Inacuus, under which feems tobe difguifed fome hifto- 
rical tradition, when ’tis faid, that he was the offspring of Oczanus and Teruys; 
which, allowing that he came from. a country beyond the feas, is eafily explained, 
but is otherwife a fenfelefs legend’ I muft beg leave, faid I here interpofing, to offer 
fomething in fupport of the great antiquity of the Athenians. It is a tradition 
among the Aégyptian priefts, that they were originally a Sethroite colony; and that 
Osiris left TRIPTOLEMUS with them, in their new territory, to teach them the art of 
tillage.. The Phoenician facred records relate, how CHRONUS travelled about the 
world with his daughter ATHENA, and gave her the coat of Attica; fo that both 
thefe authorities fix the firft fettlement in Attica, as high as the times of Osrrts.. 
And there is reafon to believe, from the teftimony of thofe two nations, which 
contend for the earlieft antiquity, that thefe eaftern countries, which have fucceflively 
been the feats of empire, were overfpread, about the fame time, from one common. 
ftock. Beyond the times of Osiris we find nothing in the A’gyptian account, but 
mythology. k& am not ignorant, there are Phoenician traditions pretended to be 
derived from TFaautus, which carry up the hiftory of the human race for ten, gene- 
rations higher than Curonus. But you, Traspzs, I know, confider that ancient 
epoch of OsiRIs, about which efds with the A’gyptians the reign of their demi- 
gods, as the time, when the earth began to be planted anew after the univerfal 
aeuse. Ido, replied Teaspzs; and | make no doubt, but that SisUTHRUS and 
his family, who fo miraculoufly, as it is related in the books of the Chaldzean fages, 
efcaped the univerfal deluge, might pafs. among pofterity for a remnant of the race 
of the demi-gods, who had exifted in another itate of things. And it we confider, 
how impoffible it was for any monuiments to have been preferved of the antediluvian 
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ages, and what the ftate of moft nations, after their firft planting, muft have been; 
we fhall neceffarily be brought to fix here the earlieft gra of the hiftorical times. 
And the Greeks cannot complain, though we allow not of their {pringing from the 
earth itfelf, that we have made their origin too recent.” 


** T thank you both, faid Pytuon, for this polite and rational enquiry into a fub- 
ject, which appears, in the light you have confidered It, to be of the greateft mo- 
ment for eftablifhing an univerfal benevolence among the human fpecies. You could 
elfe, I am ready to believe, have more eafily indulged me in my Grecian prejudices, 
But to {peak the truth, I am much lefs concerned for what becomes of the boafted 
original of my Athenian friends, than I am for improving, as far as may be, thofe 
principles of humanity, which are fo forcibly inculcated from the confideration of 
the whole race, as being defcended of one common ftock. ‘But my curiofity is 
much excited, to know the opinion of: your enlightened fages, with regard to the 
origin of man, and when he firft exifted upon the earth. The fubjec&t of our pre- 
fent converfation naturally leads to this further enquiry.” “ This queftion, faid 
Teaspes, is clofely connected with our Magian doétrines of the Cofmogony. How- 
ever, I fhall not be unwilling to gratify your curiofity, fince an explanation upon 
thefe fubjects will do honour to the religion of Zoroaster, and clear up our phi- 
lofophical opinions from thofe grofs miftakes, which fome of your countrymen have 
entertained concerning them. 
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CLEANDER to GosrRyras. From Athens. 


BP fortune of the war, which, fince my laft difpatches, inclines to the fide 

of Athens, has given a fudden turn to the affiirs of this country, which, if 
fome unforefeen event does not arife, may produce confequences, not lefs advanta- 
&eous to the Grecian ftates, than detrimental to Perfia. Thou mutt have judged, 
from all the accounts of Pylus, that it was reduced to the laft extremity ; and in- 
deed fo little expectation of preferving it remained here, that nothing could be more 
furprizing, as well as agreeable, than the news we received within thefe few days, 
that the blockade was raifed by fea, anda truce concluded with the Lacedzemonjan 
generals. Thofe, who have been long converfant in political bufinefs, muft have 
frequently obferved, that when their hopes feem beft founded, and their thoughts 
are employed in purfuing a feries of imaginary triumphs, one unlucky incident re- 
duces them to defpair, and foon after a ftroke of good fortune, as unlooked for as 
the bad, reftores {pirit and refolution to théir counfels. 


Without making a particular application of this remark to the Athenian republic 
in the prefent crifis, I will haften to explain the facts, which gave rife to it. Not 
long after the defperate affault maintained by Demosruenes, (of which my laft let- 
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ters made mention) the! Athenian admiral ‘from Zacynthus came up with forty fail, 
and offered. battle to the Lacedzmonian fleet, which,. inftead of accepting the chal- 
lenge, kept itfelf ranged.in a line clofe to the fhore within the harbour. Upon this: 
Nucras, called. a council ‘of war, where it was determined, by the unanimous opinion 
of the captains, to force their way into the port, the entrance of which, either 
through neglect, or want.of {kill in the engineers, was not blocked up in the man- 
ner at firft_propofed. The proje& was as gallantly executed, as it had been wifely 
concerted: five of the enemies fhips were taken; feveral of them run aground and 
were much fhattered; and none would have efcaped being entirely demolifhed, if 
the foldiers from. the Lacedemonian:camp, on the fhore, had not entered the fea 
with their arms, and recovered fome of their veffels, at the fword’s point, out of the 
hands of the Athenians. In confequence of this fuccefs, fupphes of men and pro- 
vifion, were immediately thrown into Pylus, the coaft cleared of the Peloponnefian 
gallies, and four hundred.and twenty natives of Lacedamon: fhut up inthe ifland 
Sphacteria,, and deprived of all poffibilicy of relief, whilft the Athenians continued 
matters at fea... The news. of this action no fooner reached Sparta, than the magi- 
{trates,, in.the deepeft concern for the danger to which fo many of their braveft and 
moft diftinguithed citizens were expofed, repaired in perfon to the Peloponnefian 
camp ; and finding it impracticable, from the difpofition made by the Athenian 
commanders, to give any affiftance to their diftreffed countrymen in the ifland, pro- 
pofed a fufpenfion. of arms to Nicras and DemostTHenes. They agreed to it on the 
following conditions: Firft, That embaffadors fhould be feat from-Sparta’to: Athens,. 
with full powers to conclude a definitive treaty. Secondly, That the Lacedemo- 
nians fhould deliver up.all their fhips of war, at that time lying onthe coafts of La- 
conia, to Athenian commiffioners, who fhould be inftruéted to reftore them at the: 
expiration of the truce, which was to laft till the return of the embaffadors. Thirdly, 
‘That the Athenians fhould give leave fora daily ftated portion of bread, flefh, and 
wine, to be conveyed into the ifland for the ufe of the garrifon there. Fourthly, 
That if any one of thefe articles was broke, the whole fhould be void. Thou mayeit 
imagine, noble fcribe, with what joy conditions fo honourable to this ftate were ra- 
tified by the people. Nucras’s .conduét is much applauded ; and the general-opinion 
of him ftrengthened, that though he is flowin refolving, yet, when once engaged in 
action, he wants neither addrefs-nor vigour in executing. The Lacedzmonians have 
nominated three of their principal citizens for embaffadors, who are shortly expected’ 
to: arrive here. This full tide of fortune flowing in-at once upon the Athenians has: 
greatly exalted their fpirits; and fromy that very circumstance, I fhould‘ conjecture, 
they would not make a right ufe of it. “They have this day fent an exprefs to: 
Pyrxon, with an anfwer to the points complained of by our court. As‘ to the de- 
predations on our merchants,: they affert the right, which all nations have, in’ time 
of war, to prevent fupplies being carried to their enemies; and endeavour to fhew,. 
that the far greater number of veffels on the lift delivered in to their minifter are in- 
cluded under that head. For the reft, they offer fatisfaction in general terms, when a 
more particular enquiry has.been made into the lofes. As to the receiving Zopy- 
Rus, they alledge, that they could not have fecured his perfon; without violating 
all the laws of -hofpitality in ufe among the-Grecians,’ and making a moftunsrateful 
return to the kindnefs and. regard, which his mother had always fhewn to the re- 
public of; Athens. That however, he had communicated none of his. projects to the 
{tate,, 
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ftate, had received, no encouragement from them, and was alone anfwerable-for the 
confequences of his mifconduct. ‘Thefe inftructions conclude, by reprefenting the 
frefh grounds of alarm, which they have taken at the king’s defigns againft the 
Greek colonies, by the encampment of the army near Sardis, and the difcovery of 
feveral Perfian agents in Miletus and Smyrna, who have confeffed, upon examina- 
tion, that they were employed to bring over the citizens to fubmit, without oppofi- 
tion, to the government of ARTAXERXES. 


Thefe paper-weapons, potent lord, give me no uneafinefs, as they can produce no 
obftruétion to the king’s meafures. - But the profpect of a general peace amongft the 
Grecian ftates fills me with apprehenfions, which I wifh, for the fake of Perfia, may 
be entirely chimerical. Will’ they not, in this cafe, unite to difconcert the views, 
which our mafter may have formed upon the maritime cities of Afia minor, and the 
ifles of the AZgean fea? Will. they not lay hold of the flighteft pretence to tran{- 
port an army to the oppofite continent, and {pread defolation over the neighbour- 
ing provinces ? And to what hazards may not our commerce and marine, which have 
within thefe few years begun to recover themfelves, be expofed from the united 
force of a nation, inured by education. and experience to continual toils and war- 
fare? 


A ftrong party in this republic, compofed of the men of fubftance, the elder citi- 
zens, and the hufbandmen, declare ftrongly for peace. “They cry out, that the pre- 
fent opportunity fhould not be loft, of delivering Athens, as well as the reft of Greece, 
“from the calamities under which they bave long laboured, and of eftablifhing their 
general happinefs and fecurity on laiting foundations. Nicras is the principal la- 
bourer in this good work, a man of piety, inclining to fuperftition, and a gravity 
fomething formal. He has long been the champion of the ariftocratical faction 
againft Crzon and the popular demagogues, and for that reafon ftood the mark of 
their calumnies and ridicule; but he is fo univerfally acknowledged to be a difinte- 
refted lover of his country, and a prudent conduéter of bufinefs, that he poffefies no 
{mall fhare in the efteem of the people. Next to him, both for credit and capacity, 
I may well reckon my friend Psitemoy, whom I have often mentioned in the courfe 
of thefe difpatches, and I can add nothing farther now concerning him, than that he 
withes moft ardently to clofe his eyes with the fatisfaction of having contributed to- 
wards uniting the Greeks. 1 do not in the leaft doubt, that CLeon and his faction 
will throw all the obftacles poffible in the way of thefe negotiations. But the 
queftion is, whether the true intereft of this republic, fupported, as it is, by the 
friends of peace, will not prevail in the ftruggle; nor can any thing prevent it, un- 
lefs the Athenians, flufhed with fuccefs, infift upon terms, which the Lacedamo- 
nians cannot agree to, confiftently with their own honour and that of their allies. 


If I may have the permiffion to open myfelf freely to thee, I fhould think no- 
thing would tend more to advance the king’s affairs in thefe parts, than to keep em- 
bafladors refident with the principal commonwealths. Thofe, who,aét by public au- 
thority, can take their meafures on the fpot with boldnefs, can lay hold of every 
favourable opportunity to fet on foot an ufeful negotiation, and are not afhamed or 
afraid to raife up friends to their fovereign, and act in concert with them: whilft an 
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unauthorized agent, like myfelf, is unable to take one ftep, without innumerable 
_ precautions and referves ; can barely fuggcft fit occafions to his court, which pafs by 
unprofitably, before they can be turned to account; and, were he obferved to form 
parties in the ftate, or declare himfelf for one prince more than another, fufpicions 
would be raifed, his own fatety endangered, and his life, perhaps, facrificed to the 
malice of his enemies, and the feverity of the laws. Imagine not, potent lord, that 
i would decline any difficulties or hazards in the difcharge of my duty here. What- 
ever inftructions I may receive in this critical juncture (which I expe& with impa- 
tience) fhall be performed with the utmoft exaétnefs. I hope, you will have made 
fome progrefs in the conferences with the Lacedzmonian embaffadors, before the 
news of thefe changes can reach them. 


I fhall not lengthen out this difpatch, by entering into any detail of the affairs 
in other places, to which the Athenians themfelves, at this time, give but little at- 
tention. They are not much concerned at the lofs of Eione in Thrace, which was 
taken by Srmonipes, their general, at the beginning of the fpring; nor with the 
revolt of Meffana in Sicily from their alliance, though a town of importance. There 
have been two naval engagements between the Syracufian and Athenian {quadrons in 
the ftreights of Sicily, of no great confequence to either fide, unlefs that the latter 
are retired to Rhegium, and expect orders to return home, and leave the inhabitants 
ot Sicily to decide their controverfies amoneft themfelves. I refer the event of Zo- 
PyRus’s attempt on Caunus to the relations of the governor of Caria, being per- 
fuaded it is a fubject equally difagreeable to us both. The «iddy youth, intoxicated 
with pride, paid no regard to my friendly admonitions, and has thrown away his life 
and reputation in the chimerical projects of rafh adventurers. He had certainly parts 
to have deferved better of his fovereign. . May he be the laft inftance of. difloyalty 
ARTAXERXES May experience during the courfe of a reign, for the conclufion of 
which, I fincerely with the youngeft man in the empire may not live to fee his houf- 
hold fire extinguifhed. Adieu. 

P. 
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ORSAMES tO CLEANDER. 


EXE ASPES, who had fo civilly complied with my requeft, continued his dif 
T courfe in the following manner. ‘‘ In the theory 1 am going to.advance, you 
muft not think it ftrange, if I.as much diffent from the Aigyptians and Phoenicians, 
as I have hitherto held with them in their hiftorical accounts, againit the uncertain 
and fabulous traditions of the Greeks. I can no more underftand, how a wind in- 
clofed in the cavities of unfhapen matter could be the a¢tive principle to work out 
of it an/organized body, than 1 can believe the original production of men, and 
other animals, to have been from ‘the flime of the Nile, impregnated by the seat 
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that climate, without recurring toan higher caufe. -The human body, we allow, was 
formed out of the earth, and blended with the other elements; but we enquire after 
that intelligent plaftic power, which could produce fo excellent a fabric. Without 
it, we have a great deal to account for, before we come to the production of a be- 
ing endued with life and fenfe, Let us fuppofe then the elements in a ftate of 
chaos, or lying together in one undiftinguifhed mafs. By what innate powers fhall 
they be feparated ; and what fhall difpofe them in that excellent order and harmony, 
we fo jufily admire in the arrangement of the univerfe? Let us fuppofe, if you 
pleafe, for mere amufement, ‘a dark troubled air, hovering over a watery mixture, 
or a wind caufing a great ferment in the general mucilage of matter. Then, in the 
violent agitation, the fiery particles are to find their lightnefs, and mount up to the 
higher regions; and by that means, out of this mdf, or troubled mixture, the fun and 
ftars are to fhine out. ‘The groffer matter, by reafon of its weight, muft fink as 
iow as poffible,; and the humid parts being lighter, fhould confequently rife and 
float above it. What lucky chance then prepared that great chafm and profundity 
to contain them ? And when the waters were taught to know their bound, what fixed 
the radiant Miruras at fuch an equal diftance, as to dry, but not burn up, by his 
parching heat, the drained earth? What, in the mean while, fupported the whole 
fabric? Or, when the feparation of the elements firft began, what affigned them 
height or depth in the boundleis circumfcribing fpace ? And what gave the terra- 
queous globe, when formed, its perpetual rolling motion; by which every, part by 
turns is made ta partake of the genial influence from that luminary? How infinitely 
perplexed. and embarraffed. are our notions, when we would eftablith effects: without 
a caufe, and’ fuppofe a mafter-piece of defign and contrivance. not.to. have been /pro- 
duced by an intelligent author? But let us proceed in examining this hopeful for- 
mation of the mundane fyftem. We are to fuppofe things endued with vegetative 
and animal life, and at laft intelligent animals produced from principles, without ej- 
ther fenfe or intelligence. How do thofe fkilful Cofmogonifts acquit themfelyes of 
this arduous tafk ?* Why, they tell you of violent thunders and lightnings, at the 
ftroke of which, the inanimate organized forms were awakened into life, and roufed 
and frightened with the found began to ftir and look about-them. If you enquire 
further, how thefe chance productions came ta be ready formed: and organized, I* 
will, with Orsamgs’s leave, make free with the recondite wifdom of his Egyptian 
friends.” ‘* I thought, faid], Taspzs, you had entertained a better. opinion-of. 
ne, than.to.believe me a convert to any.of their doctrines; much lefs to that, which, . 
withoutthe mention of a divine artift, attempts to account for: the origin of his 
creatures.” ‘* Pardon me, replied Teaspes, I would by no means infinuate, thae. 
you deferve this imputation; the-moft that-can-be faid, is, that you differ from us a 
Jiitle as to the folemnity of the fix feafons, which by ZoroasTER we are commanded 
to keep holy, in commemoration of the creation, For this, I know, you econfider- 
as an exoteric reprefentation of it, accommodated to the apprehenfion of the, vulgar. 
But I am fatisfied you entirely agree with us in the effentials of our belief, although 
you may think it was as eafy, for the power of Oromaspgs, to have raifed this creat 
theatre of the univerfein an inftant, as by the flower proerefs of many months. 
The /Egyptians, I was going then to fay, maintain, that as the muddy.earth became 
incrufted by the heat of the fun, the moifture underneath fermenting, bubbled u 


, : ; : sae 
in many. places, and appeared as fo many puftules, wrapt.up in thin and flender coats. 
Me 
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and fkins; and this lafted, till the foetufes arrived at perfe&t age, when their fhelly 
prifons growing dry and breaking, made way for their delivery. This might be 
well reckoned among thofe abfurd conceits, which are more wifely contemned than 
confuted. But they appeal, in this cafe, from the arbitration of reafon, to example 
and matter of faét, and inftance in the produétion of mice and other vermin, at 
this day, from the flime caft upon the land by the overflowing of the Nile. Of 
thefe, they pretend, fome are perfect, others half formed, cleaving to the foil 
whence they are produced; which you, Orsames, have often obferved to be a very 
ridiculous miftake, and an impofition too grofs to pafs upon people who have their 
eyes open. They conclude from hence, that in the beginning of things, when the 
earth was perfectly fertile and fucculent, various living creatures might proceed from 
it in like manner. But granting, that certain fpecies of animals or infects fwarm 
moft in Algypt at that feafon; does it from thence follow, that moifture generates 
animals from heat, without any other feminal principle? If it be capable of pro- 
ducing thefe, why fhould it not, by the fame influence, at the fame time, produce 
all the feveral kinds, that are exiftent? But this not happening, it is fufficiently 
evident, that there is fomething more than the aétion of heat upon putrified moifture 
neceflary to produce them, I fee no reafon, if the foil be as fruitful now, as it was 
in the beginning, why it fhould not produce men and the nobler kinds of beafts in 
our days, if ever it did fo. But if there hath been ‘a gradual diminution of the ge- 
nerative faculty of the earth, that it hath dwindled from nobler animals to puny 
mice and infects; why is there not the like decay in the production of vegetables ? 
We ought by this time to have loft the whole fpecies of oaks and cedars, and the 
other tall and lofty fons of the foreft; and have had nothing left in their room, but 
dwarfifh fhrubs, and creeping mofs, and defpicable mufhrooms. Now, with regard 
to the production of animals, it amounts with me to the fame, whether we confider 
them f{pringing out of the earth, as they might, for what we know, in the begin- 
ning ; or generated from créatures of the fame fpecies antecedent to them. For whe- 
ther it be in the wombs of the earth, or in the womb of an animal, the matter muft 
be rightly difpofed for this produétion ; muft have in it the proper feminal principle; 
and be endued with that prolific power, which appears not to be any innate quality 
in matter. ‘There may, for aught we know, be one general plaftic nature belonging 
to the whole terreftrial globe, by which all plants and vegetables may be differently 
formed, according to their different feeds. But what has this to do with animal life? 
You may proceed in the fame manner, and fuppofe one more univerfal difplayed 
through the whole corporeal fyftem, which makes all things confpire every where, 
and agree together in order and harmony. But neither of ‘thefe can we poffibly 
conceive to. be any thing more, than the laws of motion derived to matter from a 

firft intelligent caufe, who muft. be the beginner of motion, which experience ; 
teaches is not effential to matter, and the author of life, fenfe, and intelligence ; 
which are things we could not poffibly conceive to arife from any modifications of 
matter, even though motion were effential to it. ..After having faid this, I need not 
be referved in explaining to you, and developing of its emblematical dreis the reli- 
gious philofophy of the Magi. It has been falfely' reported of us by thofe, who 
knew little of our worfhip, that we paid divine honours to the elements, and to the 
planetary fyftem. Thisthey build upon flight prefumptions from a miftaken notion 
of our civil ceremonies, and of the reprefentations faid to be concealed in the Mi- 
i ae thiriac 
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thriac- cave. Inthe falutation of Mrruras we do indeed addrefs ourfelves to that 
luminary with folema feftive pomp.and rejoicing ; but it begins in the name of Oro- 
mMaspas,, and is directed to his honour alone, whom we praife for the benefits de- 
rived upon.us from the fun, his great fymbol and vicegerentin the heavens. Of the: 
fame kind is our feftival of the moon, of Mars, and the other planets... The figures 
concealed in the Mithriac cave are aftrological reprefentations of the elements, of 
the zodiac, and climes of the heavens ; as the cave itfelf is the reprefentation of the 
world at large, in which the radiant Miruras fills the principal orb, difperfing his 
influence. through the whole fyftem. ’Tis well known, that in our folemn procef- 
fions, the chariot, or horfe, dedicated to the fun, 1s always preceded by.an empty cha- 
riot, facred to ORoMaspses. ‘This is not intended for mere idle pageantry, but to 
emblematize an holy doctrine. Oromaspers is with.us confidered as the frft and 
fupreme director of this moft perfect chariot of the univerie; and the fun, though 
the moft glorious of all apparent objects, yet difpenfes his influence through the 
vifible creation, only in fubordination to that invifible power: and thus there 1s. am 
unity of power,, and a monarchy in the univerfe. What therefore the Greeks have 
falfly called a Theogony in the hymn ufually fung by the officiating’ Mage at our 
facrifices,, is no more than ZoroasveR’s dodtrine of the origin of the elements, and 
of the great phanomena of nature.” ‘* The Mithriac ceremonies, faid Pyruon,. 
have generally been objected to you by the Greeks, upon your difclaiming a vifible 
divinity, and thought inconfiftent with your pretended averfion to image-worfhip.. 
How is it we hear of your Miruras pictured like a Perfian king,. trampling. upon: 
and wounding the fides of a proftrate ox, which naturally puts one in mind of the 
Bspovia of the Greeks.; a.ceremony,, to fpeak freely, of a very ridiculous kind, per- 
formed annually to the terror of all oxen, in memory of one, which had the bold- 
nefs to devour the facred corn, which was kept. for the feftival of Baccuus.” 
*« You are refolved, I fee, faid Traspes, to force your admittance into the myftic 
cave.. However, I am not unwilling to indulge your curiofity fo far, as may ferve 
to.undeceive you.in thefe prejudices. Know then, that: the concerns. of agriculture 
and paftoral life, which employed mankind in the early ages of the world, firft fixed: 
their attention upon the heavens; and that as the fruitfulnefs of the earth, and of. 
the animals upon it, was fancied to depend.on.the influence of the heavenly bodies,, 
thofe objects, about which the firft obfervers were daily converfant, and in which. 
they were moitly interefted, gave names.to the confteilations, which. marked’ out to. 
them the feveral feafons...Such portions, for inftance, of the zodiac, as the fun. 
paffed through. in the vernal months, they diftinguifhed-by the conftellations, ob-. 
ferved to be in thofe divifions,. which they named the ram; and bull, in allufion. 
to the genial influence, which the fun had, at that-feafon, upon their flocks and 
herds, exciting them to propagate their kind.. The next divifion of the zodiac is 
denominated from the- twins of beafts, the emblem alluding to. this, that the ani-. 
mals before mentioned are obferved commonly te increafe by. twins.. So that the- 
figure of Mrrnras trampling upon the bull is no more than an. aftrological em- 

lem, implying the influence the fun has upon that. fpecies of animals, when he ap~ 
pears in that fign,, or when the heavens are in that particular configuration ;with re- 
ipect to us.” “* I perceive, faid Pytuon, that not fatisfied with having dethroned 
the Gods of Greece, you will go on to vindicate the religion of Zoroaster at the 
expence of our whole poetical mythology.. Neither the golden fleece, nor the twin 
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fons of Lzpa, nor the unfortunate daughter of Icarus, fhall preferve their ftation. 
among the ftars.” “ Indeed, faid Tgaspzs, the celeftial virgin, for fome ages, was. 
taken only for a poor leafing maid, holding the fibul or ear of corn, in token of the 
haryeit, till your poets, in complaifance to the fair fex, difcovered her pedigree and 
defcent from Drepatus.” ‘“ Well, replied PyrHon, I could be reconciled. to you: 
upon this head, had I not, in the capacity of a Greek, the fame grievous complaint 
again{ft you in this, as I had in the former queftion. You take pains Arft to mor- 
tify the vanity of my countrymen, by proving them to have been colonies from 
other nations; and now you proceed to leffen the reputation of our Orphic doctrines, 
by expofing their Phoenician original: And, to fay the truth, if the Orphic doc- 
trines.are no more than. Phoenician or Ae gyptian fables, I fear the popular divinities 
have proceeded from the fame fource, and havea like precarious exiftence with 
Night and Erebus, or Love and Difcord among the Orphic principles. But, to 
fpeak freely,, I can more eafily part with thefe, than not acknowledge that eternal 
mind, the principle you contend for, in the origin of things.” 


{ thought, Creanper, fome account of this converfation would not prove un- 
entertaining to thee, who never couldit enflave thy reafon to. arbitrary tenets, nor 
meanly proftitute thy affent to any popular prejudices. In matters of indiference 
to religion. or civil life, it would be deemed very unjuft to deny men the free ex- 
ercife of their own thoughts; and furely thofe fubjects,. that are of importance to: 
either, deferve a free and impartial, enquiry, the more on that very account. Tx- 
aspes felt a fenfible pleafure to find the Greek agent fit fo loofe to his national pre- 
judices; and fince he is fo well inclined to the rational belief of one fupreme mind,, 
doubts not of bringing him to embrace the doétrines of Zoroaster. Thou, who 
frequenteft the Lyceum and the porches of the Greek philofophers,+mayett eafily 
account for the fecret prevalence of thofe rational opinions, which, the politic law- 
giver had reafon to fear, might one day prove injurious to the Gods. of his own 


eftablifhment, when he made. it penak to diffent openly from the national fuper- 
flition. . ‘ 


L.. 
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PFN HE reception which: has been given:to thy nephew Cuaricres at this court 

_ will fhow thee, with what weight thy recommendations are attended; nor cam: 

eur opinion of his diligence and fidelity be expreffed in a ftronger manner, than by 
the commuffion he is charged with to deliver thefe difpatches into thy hands. 


Thou canft not be infenfible,. that, for various. reafons of intereft and prudence,. 
Perfia.has hitherto. declined taking any part in. the war, which.for fome years has, 
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with greater or lefs fury, been carried on among the Grecian ftates. Pleafed, that 
the whole attention of our enemies was diverted from taking advantage of our 
weaknels, and their ftrength wafted by domeftic divifions, we looked on this interval 


of tranquillity, this refpite from unfortunate campaigns, as providentially fent to 


enable us to heal our lofs, and recover the advantages, which, under the firft mo- 
narchs, rendered this empire formidable to the reft of the world. But'as it was 
never intended, that our repofe {hould degenerate into inactivity, or our influence on 
the affairs of foreign nations be entirely loft, a favourable opportunity was expected 
to interpofe with vigor and fuccefs, and break through thofe difgraceful conditions, 
which the neceflity of the times had impofed upon us. This junéture, we hope, is 
at laft arrived. Sparta feems difpofed to embrace our friendfhip, and aét in concert 
with us; and fince it is lefs againft the intereft of that ftate, to grant us the terms, 
which we expect in exchange for our affiftance, than of any other, ‘the king is in- 
clined to think a Lacedamonian alliance the moft eligible meafure he can purfue. 
But it has been juftly apprehended, that thefe favourable fymptoms.in the Spartan 
counfels may have an unwifhed-for effect, of alarming the Athenians with the 
profpect of Perfia’s taking a fhare in the war againft them, and inducing that repub- 
lic to accept a difadvantageous peace, rather than hazard being oppreffed by the 
united weight of fo formidable a confederacy. It has been confidered likewife, that 
in the pretent {tate of the war, which has drawn together almoft the whole ftrength 
of both parties at Pylus, fome action may fhortly enfue, confiderable enough to 
turn the balance in favour of one fide or the other, and bring on a precipitate ac 
commodation, unlefs at the fame time that precautions are taken to fecure Sparta, 
beyond a poffibility of retracting her engagements, the like care is ufed at Athens, 
to foment the violent humour of the party, who wifh the continuance of the war. 
Theie defirable ends can no otherwife be attained, than on one hand by flattering 
the ambition of the Lacedaimonians with the hopes of attaining an unrivalled fupe- 
riority over the reft of the Greeks; and on the other, by engaging fome principal 
peifon in the government of Athens, to co-operate indirectly with us, through mo- 
tives of private intereft or miftaken policy. 1 need not point out to you, that the 
unealy condition of Crion’s private fortune, his rafh and turbulent fpirit averfe to 
quiet and fettled times, and the ftrong paffion, which he has at heart, of facrificing 
every thing to preferve his authority with the people, are circumftances in his cha- 
rater, that concur to render him the fitteft engine for us to work with. But you 


will think ail other arguments needlefs, when 1 have mentioned the overture ‘he has 
already made, to begin a correfpondence with this court. 


Upon telling Pyruon the other day in a conference, that I very much fufpected 
the amicable intentions of his republic towards .Perfia, becaufe they not only de- 
ferred returning an aniwer to the juft complaints of our merchants, but had fince 
added infults to injuries, by giving refuge to Zopyrus, whom the king had de- 
clarcd a fugitive and a traitor; he replied, among other things, that though the 
people might entertain prey. dices againft us, fome of the firft men in the ftate were 
ftrongly inclined to cultivate our friendfhip; adding, to confirm what he faid, that 
he was commiffioned by Ciecn to lay him at the king’s feet, with the fincereft 
profeflions of refpect to his royal perion, and defire of meriting his favour. : 


Upon 
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Upon thefe grounds, which I have opened: to you at large, I have the king’s di- 
rection to fignify his pleafure to you, to take the moft feafonable and early oppor 
tunity, after infinuating yourfelf fo far into CLzon’s efteem, as to induce him to 
repofe a confidence in you, to prefent him with the inclofed letter from the king,. 
wherein he expreffes the opinion he has, both of his capacity and intention to do 
him fervice, and defires, that he would give credit to what you fhould communi- 
cate to. him in purfuance-of your inftructions. 


When you have thus entered upon the fubject, and difcovered, by the reception 
it meets with from Crz0n, how far you may venture to open yourfelf wich freedom 
to him, you fhall proceed to engage him to ufe his utmoft efforts in the affembly,. 
to render fruitlefs any negotiations, which may be fet on foot; flatter his ambition 
with the thoughts: of reducing Lacedamon, and fixing the balance of Greece, during. 
his adminiftration in the hands of Athens; alarm his fears with the defiens.of Ni- 
cias to: promote an.enquiry into. his. conduét, as foon as the war fhall be concluded ;. 
and remind him, of the views of Sparta to ruin one, whom they look upon as their: 
greateft. enemy, by favouring the {chemes of the oppofite party. Nor can you well 
fail of fucceeding, if you enforce thefe political reafonings with the more weighty ar- 
guments tranfmitted to you by Terrsazus, the filent operation of which has more 
than once determined the fate of kingdoms. 


In fhort, as the whole of this important bufinefs is entrufted to thy management, 
fo the time: and manner of introducing it, the fubfequent advantages to be gained 
from it, and above all, the method of concealing it from the moft difcerning eyes, 
muft be left entirely to thy difcretion, who art able, not only from thy abilities, but 
thy. experience in the affairs. of Greece, to: regulate thy. conduct by liglits on the {pot, 
which it.1s not in. our power to afford thee at this diftance: 


As foon as thou canft informus of the iffue, thou wilt difpatch Cuartictes hither 
again with the-utmoft expedition. If thou: meeteft with fuccefs, thou wilt have 
the honour of performing the moft advantageous fervice to Artaxerxes, that has. 
for ages been atchieved: by any minifter of Perfia. And if an unlooked for misfor- 
tune fhould difappoint our expectations, and thy beft endeavours, may fome light 
bark convey my CrEanper fafe from the rage of the exafperated Athenians, to the 
friendly fhores, of, Afia. 


AR TAX ERXES the keine to MCs oN 


q ,' 7 E: have great reafon to be fatisfied with the affurances, which Pyrucn com. 

municated to us in your name; being: perfuaded, as well of the fincerity of* 
your.intentions, as the abilities you poffefs to conduct yourfelf in a manner, that. 
may be agreeable.to-us. We defire you to give entire credit to whatever CLEANDER. 
the Ephefian, our fervant, fhall fay to you on our’part; and to be affured, that 
the radiant Miruras is not more regular in performing his annual courfe, than we 
are, conftant in extending our bounties to thafe, who deferve well’at. our hands. 


Given: 
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Given ‘at our royal palace of Perfepolis, the laft of the moon Adar, and 42d of 
our reign. 


P, 


LEB To FRE RO eave 
GoBRY As: xtto: Cin EA Ni DORR. 


I SHALL not pretend to add any thing to the inftruétions, which I have fent 
A you by the king’s orders concerning CLeon. Both the reafons of this meafure, 
and the particular fteps which you are to take in the management of it, are clearly 
and fully marked out. The chief intent of my prefent letter, is to acquaint you, 
that Lycpamus of Cyprus, the captain of the.veflel, which carries over CuariciEs, 
has it in charge to continue in the Piraeus under pretence of trade, till he receivé 
directions from you.as to his departure. He isnot in the leaft acquainted with the 
fecret of your commiffion; and you may fecurely depend on his fidelity and difere+ 
tion, as a man of honour, and his care and fkill as a feaman. When you deliver 
him the token, by which he will know you to be the perfon I have mentioned to 
him, there will be no occafion to open yourfelf any further than by telling him, you 
are employed ona particular bufinefs for the king at Athens, and muft defire he 
would keep his fhip in readinefs to fail at a minute’s warning. If your negotiation 
meets with the defired iffue, purfue the contents of your inftructions by redifpatch+ 
ing Cuaricres with the advice of it. But if Cuzon either refufes the propofals, or 
hefitates about accepting them, a moment’s longer ftay in Athens will be unfafe. 
Embark therefore with the utmoft f{peed, for the firft port-you can arrive at in the 
Perfian dominions; and make ufe of the order I have fent you for poft horfes, to 
haften your journey to the court, where, believe me, we have not fo ungrateful a 
fenfe of your paft fervices, as to afford you a worfe reception, after having, failed of 
fuccefs in fo nice and dangerous a commiffion. Be affured, on the contrary, that 
your friends will omit nothing in their power, that can contribute towards your 
obtaining a recompence proportionate to the hazards you have already undergone, 
and to the opinion they entertain of your extraordinary merit. 


I refer you to Cuaricies, who has been a diligent obferver of whatever has paffed 
fince his arrival amongft us, for the ordinary occurrences of the court. He will 
not fail to give you an account of the queen-mother’s death, and the ceremonial 
of her interment on the royal mount. It is generally imagined, that the mifcon- 
duct of her daughter, added to the unfortunate end of her grandfon Zopyrus, af- 
feted her with fo deep a concern in the retirement, which of late years fhe has 
enjoyed, as to fhorten her days. Our monarch has not been deficient in expreffing 


the fincerity of his concern for the lofs of one fo dear to him; nor omitted any in- 
{tance of a pious refpect to her memory. 


There 
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There are two or three other points, which having a more immediate relation to 


the duty of our refpective employments, I fhall not difpenfe with myfelf from touch- 
ing upon, in as few words as [ can. 


When the news arrived, that Zopyrus was flain in his rebellious attack againf 
Caunus, the king, out of regard to the fervices of his illuftrious fa:her, and his re- 
lation to the royal blood, forbad any public rejoicings to be made; but was fo 
much incenfed at the behaviour of the Athenians, in permitting Zopyxus to fail 
out of their ports, that he fent immediate orders to AMorczs, to put to death all the 
prifoners, who were natives of that city. Two indeed were {pared at the intercef- 
fion of PyrHon, who reprefented, that they were defcendants of Cimon, and that 
any refpect fhewn to the family and name of that great captain and worthy citizen, 
would be looked upon as an aét of fingular generolity in the king. The poor 
governor of Caria has been very near falling a victim to the bafe artifices of one of 
our minifters, who wanted to fupplant him, and the malice of a favourite female 
flave, who can never forgive fome words, which dropt from him in raillery, relating 
to her. A moft terrible cabal was formed, and he was accufed of nothing lefs than 
an actual correfpondence with Zopyrus. TI obtained leave for him to be heard in 
his own defence, before the council of feven; and though the obje€tions to his con- 
duct were plaufibly dreffed up, he made it appear to the fatisfaction of all difin« 
terefted judges, that had he not purfued the meafures which he did, the whole 
province of Caria had broken out into an open revolt. 


I difcovered, that the vileft praétices had’ been ufed to extort confeffions to his 
prejudice from feveral of the prifoners, particularly a defpicable eunuch, who ferved 
Zopyrus as a fecretary. But as opening aicene of iniquity may, in fome cafes, 
introduce more diforders, than it can tend to reform, I advifed Amorces, after ob- 
taining an honourable juftification of himfelf, to puth the matter no farther. | 


It is not neceffary for me to enlarge upon the tragical accident, which has lately 
befallen fome of our young fatraps at the court of Srrances, fince your nephew 1s 
well informed of the particulars. The affair makes a great noife, and is much to 
be lamented ; two of the fons of Argerivus, general of the horfe, and Resaces, 
fatrap of Affyria, are amongit the lain; and indeed not undefervedly, for, according 
to the beft accounts, the diforder took its rife from their licentious and extravagant 
behaviour, though-the refentment of the Thracian lords was carried to an unwar- 
rantable excefs: What happened in that country, during the reign of *Darrus, 
on an occafion pretty nearly refembling this, might have taught our young fatraps 
more difcretion; for the jealoufy of that barbarous and {ulpicious people is not to be 


trifled with. 


Arraxerxes, befides foliciting the punifament of the affafins at the court of 


Thrace, has publifhed an edict prohibiting any of his jubjects (except merchants 


of feven, under the fevereft penalties; and has likewile difpatched inftructions fealed 


* Vide Herod; libs v.- cap. 18. &c; 
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with the imperial fignet, to the eovernors ‘of ‘the provinces, and. our agents in fo- 
rycen countries, whieh érjom them to-take particular notice of fuch, as» preiume to 
difobey this irrevocable mandate. I have enclofed. copies. cf both. for your perufal,. 
and. fhall: conclude, by recommending it to your good genius, to infpire you with 
a double portion of boldaefs, addrefs, and vigilance in: your undertaking. 


P.. 


Hh a OS A CXLVI, 
Cp A TReLP Pus! too! Cole AN DPR, 


ii RECEIVED. lately a difpatch from the chief {cribe,.in. which. he informed 
me, that he had tranfmitted. to’ you fome particular inftructions of great im- 
portance in. regard to your conduct at. Athens; and that if I could: afford you any. 
light into the affairs now, carrying, on,,1t might. tend very. much to advance, the 
king’s. fervice. é 


You will do me the juftice’to believe, that I want no orders from Sufa,, to renew 
a correfpondence fo profitable to myfelf, whenever it can be done with fafety to us 
both; and’that I waited for nothing but a fure and. fpeedy conveyance, .to, give you: 
the beft intelligence in. my power of the prefent difpofitions of this, republic. 


How fincerely they are difpofed to accommodate matters, will appear from the 
inftructions. given. to Acis, Pysanper,. and Cuyton,. their embafladors, the fub- 
ftance of which I fhall proceed to lay before you. They are in the firft place or- 
dered to reprefent to the Athenian affembly the earneft defires of this, ftate to put an 
end to the-expenfive war, which has, fo long raged over Greece; to the diffolving 
the general union, and the great weakening and impoverifhing each: particular com- 
monwealth. They are to. mention the action. of Pyztus, as what chiefly induced 
them. to apply firft for peace; which ought not to render the Athenians lefs inclined 
to treat, becaufe experience will teach. them,. that fuccefs is ufually followed with a 
reverfe of fortune; and. the more moderation they fhew in profperity, the greater: 
will be the regard and efteem.conceived for. them by the reft.of Greece, 


They are next infruéted to-defire, that commiffioners may be-appointed to confer~ 
with them upon the particular conditions of a peace. They are to propofe;.on their 
fide, a releafement of the Spartans blocked up in Sphatteria; a reciprocal exchange: 
of the towns and prifoners taken during the war ; and, if it is infifted upon; a fum, 
of money for the re-delivery of Pylus into the hands of its old, mafters.. 


The embafladors are further enjoined, not to break off the conferences, though 
the demands of the Athenian commiffaries fhould differ from theirs; but to fend 
an account to Sparta, and expett freth-orders, How far thefe propofals will prove. 

acceptable: 
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acceptable at Athens, thou art the beft judge, from thy knowledge of the charac- . 
ters of the ruling men, and the temper of the people; but that they will not coin- 
cide with the fchemes of our court, I am extremely perfuaded. 


This ftate expects daily to hear from the embaffadors, whom they fent to Perfia. 
I believe they will ftay till they fee the event of this Athenian treaty, before they 
fend them frefh inftructions. 


It is difficult for any one, who is not an eye-witnefs, to form an idea of the an- 
xiety and confternation which prevails over the whole city, on account of the 
danger that threatened the Spartans in Sphaéteria. They call the lofs, which the 
republic is like to fuftain, in cafe the Athenians make a defcent into the ifland, the 
oreateft blow they {hall have received fince the memorable action at Thermopyle ; 


for it is not doubted, but thefe men will imitate, Leonrpas, by falling with their 
arms in their hands. 


There is fomething rough, I confefs, but at the fame time wonderfully noble in 
the martial policy of this people, which teaches them rather to fink under misfor- 
tunes, after a vigorous {truggle for fuccefs, than’ purchafe fafety, where the confe- 
quences might tend to deprefs the fpirits of their countrymen, and leffen the opinion 
which their enemies have juftly entertained of their valour, 


P, 
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RECEIVED thy difpatches, with the thirty talents, which were fent me by 
the treafurer, and have executed thy commands with fidelity, “The {word con- 
tinues drawn, nor fhall be fheathed but in the bofom: of this city. . 


In expectation of what might happen, I have, unknown to my patron PHILEMON, 
taken much pains to recommend mytelf to the company and acquaintance of CLEON. 
1 have vifited him at his own houfe, held. feveral private conferences with him, pre- 
fented his wife with fome lonian filks; in a word, by doing offices of courtely to 
nimfelf and his family, have gained his entire confidence, and made my way, at 
length, to his fentiments in politics. I have already acquainted thee with the fuccefs 
of the Athenians at Pylus, and with the intentions of the Spartans to fend deputies 
hither in order to demand peace.- Thefe deputies are on the pointof arriving. And 
now liften to the fequel, noble Gozryas ; for as foon as I received information of 
their meflage, I waited on Cieon, and founded him, as far as I_ properly might, 
upon the fubject.. ,I-told him, “1 could not help joining in that joy, which every 
man, who wifhed well to Athens, feemed fond of expreffing on the late fuccels at 

fe ana 2 Pylus3 
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Pius; and ‘that I came to congratulate him, as one, who, being at the head ‘of 
affails, coatributed the moft of any perfon inthe ftate, by the wifdom of his coun- 
fels, to. fecure its general felicity, and who might be confidered as the remote caufe 
of that particular advantage.” ‘° Flow firmly, continued J, mutt the eity be attached 
to your interetts, when-it reflects, that your abilities have retrieved the ufual good 
fortune of the Athenians, have made amends for the difhonourable meafures of the 
tinorous, the tardy Pericres; and have opened a very fair ‘profpect ‘of conquett 
and glory to thofe, who before, difpirited with all imaginable circumftances of 


AY Vi 


diftrefs, thought of nothing but defeat and ignominy!’” When I had ‘faid this, the 
vanity of Crron began to operate, and a fecret fatisfaction in the praifes 1 had given 
him rofe into his countenance. - He anfwered, “ that he could claim very little in 
this affair, but the grace of vigorous refolutions. To thefe indeed ‘he had always 
profeifed himfelf a warm friend, and would invariably continue fo.” “ You cannot, 
returned I, act in a way more becoming your own character, or the honour of your 
country. Excellent CLron! you have truly thought, that to behave with courage 
is the bett policy. Behold, what a fudden change is wrought in the face of your 
affairs, by the operations of one active campaign! The pride of Sparta is humbled ; 
the Peloponnefians fue for peace.” “ Yes, replied he, with an elevated tone of voice, 
they fue for peace, becaufe they know it is in the power of the commonwealth to 
purfue its good fortune, and effectually reduce the haughty and afpirine Lacedeemon 
to a level with the meaneft republic of Greece.” ‘ Moft certainly, faid I, - You,. 
who fee further into the courfe of events than other men, know, that, inftead of 
clofing in with the advice of Pzricxes’s faction, who proceed on the low and fhort- 
fighted maxims of his politics, it would be right for Athens to bring down the 
Spartans in fuch a manner, as that they fhall never be able to recover themfelves,, 
or thwart the future defigns.of Athens for its own credit, and the welfare of its. 
allies.” Crzon feemed to applaud what I threw out, and added, “ that, for his 
own part, he had always cautioned his citizens againft treating with the Lacedzemo- 
nians on an equal footing, fince they were difficult to be pleafed, fond of delays, 
and expected to make conditions for themfelves. I fhould not wonder,. faid he, if 
fome propofe it in the enfuing debates of the affembly, as a matter to be confidered,. 
whether it would net be highly for our intereft,' to clofe the war at this jundture in 
the midit of the Athenian profperity. What if that old formal prig Dioporus, the 
erator, or the young coxcomb, Atcrsrapes, fhould favour thofe Peloponnefian de-. 
puties; and, in imitation of their mafter Peritcrzs, put us off with a eood fpeech,. 
or a fimile, inftead of reafon? Will not they reprefent to us the ravages we have 
already fuffered, and the danger of a new incurfion into Attica? Wilf not they talk 
to us-of the inftability of fortune; and tellus, that we ought not to exafperate the 
Peloponnefians toa. far, and drive them on to victory through defpair? I warrant 
you, they will produce their common-place topics, and perhaps quote. to us the an- 
fwer of Turmistocres, who, when the Greeks had a defign of deftroying Kerxes’s 
bridge ever the Hellefpont, faid, “that fo far from breaking down what he had 
made there, they had better lay him.a new one than detain him with them.” Such 
things as thefe are apt to make an impreffion on the multitude.” “ No, replied I, 


this fophiftry can never do againft the power of your eloquence.” ‘* And yet (inter- 
poled he with the ufual unfteadinefs of an obftinate man, when not: controuled or: 
contradicted in any thing he afferts ta be true) there appears to. be fome weight in. 


thefe 
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thefe arguments; fince in time of peace we may have an opportunity of fecurely 
eitablifhing our dominion over the relt of Greece” On obferving, that hints of 
this kind came from him, I endeavoured to confirm him in the other way of think- 
ing, by reprefenting, “ thatthe Athenians were more likely to adhere to the pre- 
fence adminiftration in war than in peace, when they would have leifure to turn their 
thoughts homewards, and examine into the ftate of their finances, the management 
of their fleet, the government of the iflands, the fidelity of their officers, and be 
{anguine to reform what they call abufes, or (which is generally the confequence of 
fuch precipitate enquiries) to introduce new ones in attempting to amend the oid.” 
«Nay, anfwered he, with great warmth, (refuming his firlt reflections on the pride 
of the Spartans, and the conduct of the Peloponnefians) for my own part, rather 
than fubmit to the terms, which the Pelgponnefians would offer us, if they were 
fuccefsful, I would call in the king of Perfia to our affiftance. And in faying that, 
continued he, I fay nothing which ought to fhock the ears of a Grecian; for fuch 
are the perfonal good qualities of ArTaxERxss, fuch his juftice and moderation, 
fuch the prudence of his counfels, that I am perfuaded the intereft of Greece could 
not be confulted better.” 


To detain thee no longer with a circumftantial ftory, I required him to inter- 
change pledges of fecrecy; (and I own, Gosryas, I trembled when I did fo;) he 

romifed accordingly to preferve his faith with me inviolate. | opened to him my 
credentials from Sufa, expreffed to him in the handfomeft manner the affection of 
the king for him, and acquainted him with the large prefent I was commanded to 
make him, on condition, that he would ufe his utmoft efforts to prevent the Athe- 
nians from making peace with Lacedemon; a meafure advantageous to Athens, as 
it would break the power of the Peloponnefus, and defirable to Perfia,. as. it would 
be an ample revenge, for the feveral indignities offered by that petulant republic to 
our mighty monarch. CLEON confented, and appointed to meet me, in order to 
receive the money, in the grove of olives under the walls of the citadel at midnight. 
When the conference was over, I went home, and at the filent hour I have men- 
tioned, conveyed the talents to the place agreed on, where, after waiting a few mi- 
nutes, *I difcerned Cizon at alitcle diftance, by the pale light of the moon, ad- 
vancing towards me in difguife. When we met, we adminiftred to each other a. 
folemn oath of fidelity. 1 told him, that my lite was in his power, gave him the 


nioneyt,, and immediately left the traitor with contempt, though not without fome 
pleature,, 
s 


* ‘On the. baffo-relievo before the title-page is a reprefentation of this tranfaction. The Acropolis. 
5 diftinguifhed by the Parthenion and the temple of Erechtheus, and the grotto of Pan below. —The 
moon in her chariot marks out the night-fcene. 

+ Though none of the hiftorians mention this material circumftance of CLEON’s taking a bribe 
from the Perfian court, to prolong the war, there is a remarkable paflage in a comedy of ArisToPpua- 
nus, Called the Peace, (atted about five years after the negotiation between CLEON. and r Ephefian 
is fuppofed to have happened) which in all probability alludes to fome fuch tory. At fe it appears 
Som thence, that it was a pretty general notion among the Athenians, that the influence of foreign 
gold was the true caufe which prevented the conclufion of a treaty with Sparta, ata juncture, when 
very honourable terms might have been obtained, I fhall fabmit the whole paflage to the judgment 
ef the learned reader. The poet introduces Mgrecury, giving an account to LRxc@us a villc- 


ie 
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pleafure, when I reflected on the fuccefs of my commiffion. I returned to my 
houfe, but was fo haunted by the apprehenfions of my own mind, as not to lye 
down on my couch that evening. with tranquillity; nor can I remain longer in 
a 


/ i 


Athens, without perpetual alarms of a difcovery. 


Generous Gosrvas, forgive the anxiety of thy flave; indulge him in difclofing it 
to thee as bis friend, not as a member of the fupreme council. Suffer him to wifh, 
however expedient this meafure may be, either that himfelf had not been the artful 
inftrument in performing it, or that it had been unneceffary for the affairs of Perfia, 
to advife it. Htenceforward I renounce all enjoyment or fatisfaction in this city. 
T walk not in the ftreets about common bufinefs, without looking behind me every 
ftep 1 take; nor do I frequent public places with the iame freedom as I ufed. 
When I view the countenance of Puiremon, it affects me with fhame; and that of 
Creon ftrikes me with horror and averfion. Let me be recalled from fo dangerous 
a fituation, where it is at the mercy of him, who has. betrayed the interefts of his 
country for the Median gold, to affaffinate, or {pare the man, who feduced him. 
I befeech thee to folicit the king on my behalf; reprefent to him, that the defign of 
my negotiation is completed in prolonging the war. In the mean time permit me 
to implore the gracious Oromasprs, that no pillar of infamy may be erected to 
my memory in Athens; that the hiftories of Greece may not tranfmit the character 
of CLEANDER, as a fecond Arrumrus, in the fame page with CLron to pofterity; 
or that my name may never be dragged from its chafte and fpotleis obfcurity into 
a known and hated ignominy. 


oe 
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FE TER having frequently written to.thee on fubjects of a chearful or literary 
“\ nature, and fpeculated on points, which concern either the philofophy of the 
Greeks, or the legiflator of the Magi, I fit down in a difconfolate condition, to 
relate the anguifh of my own heart, and to.implore the fuccours of thy divine in- 
firuGtion for Cueanper the defponding. Wilt thou not blame me, O thou fountain 

® 
dreffer, and a Chorus of Athenian ruftics, of the fecret fprings of thofe commotions which had fet 
Greece in a fame. 
O1 Se tag TAN cs OpavTss, Ae bTurtov, of Zévor, 
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"CO Buptomdans. Wide’ Ariftoph. p. 354. 1. 653. &c. Edit, Kufteri. 
Which may be thus tranflated: ‘‘ But the foreigners obferving the mifchiefs which they (the orators) 


effected, ftopped their mouths with gold, which they diftributed in great abundance. Thus Greece 
would have been defolated without your knowing it.—He who.did this was a leather-feller.”’ 
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of the pureft truth, for tranfgrefling the law, in not confulting thee in an affair of a 
dubious nature, before I determined in what manner I fhould act’? I pray thee to 
inform me, if the book does not allow it in cafes of Senate or to enjoin me 
{ome penance, which may’ cancel this enormity. Confider only the defign of my 
employment, whether every command from the court of Perfia, enjoining me to. 
perform a dificult and fecret taflx for the intereft of my country, is not.to be irame- 
diately executed? And what though. fuch commands may now and. then be incon- 
fiitent with the letter of the Zendevift; yet I truft they are not with the fpirit of tha 
volume; and a blind obedience to them will meet ich pardon from our holy 
prophet. Suppofe then, it were given me in charge, to advance the glory of my 
prince, as far as lay in my power, on the ruin of a deferving people, who are {0 far 
trom having done him aa injury, that they have bec many injuries from him or 
his anceitors. Suppofe, in confequence of this charge, I-am conttrained to prattile 
every art of fraud, flattery, cruelty, and falle friendthip ; to make myfelf a f 

the pafligns of fome, to tempt and gratify their covetoufnels, to add fi 
prodigality ; ought I to be drawn by any confideration into thefe tnordin: 
with a view only to indulge the ambition, or to aggrandize the dominions of that 
prince? Suppofe too, that I have not only pryed into the policy and behaviour of 
the people, I am ordered to refide with, bet have been an actor as well as a {pectator 
in the game, and by. undue methods, have contrived to perpetuate the miferies. and 
defolation of a civil war.. 


~ 


I know not, whether the written doctrines of Zerpust can be urged, to vindicate 
my conduct ; but methinks it is not to be reconciled with the unwritten law of uni- 
verfal benevolence, which has. been wrought by the finger of providence into our 
very make and conftitution. We are told ‘by that law, that every private inclination 
fhould give way to the love of our country; and a partial attachtnent to our country 
fhould yield to a difinterefted regard for mankind. ‘This is the perfection of our. 

nature: and furely the written commands. of the Deity muft agree with the un- 
written, unlefs you would contend, that one revelation has annulled the precepts of 
another. 


I mean not, venerable Smerpis, to perplex thee with my doubts, but to receive 
illuminations on thefe important queftions from thy fublime genius. Forgive the 
diftraétion and the infirmity of a broken mind. In thefe circumftances, the expia- 
tory feaft of Cuurpap. gives meno relief. Let me befeech thee to recite conftantly 
in thy morning and evening worfhip, the prayer of confeflion, the facred. Pitdupht,, 
becaufe of the tranfereffions of thy friend; and, while thou art humanely em ployec 
in acts of fanctity and defotion to procure me a palo over that bridge which 
every mortal m uft arrive at, I will make a fire- temple of my own heart, in which I 
will. an up the living flame of Ms ee to the great Oromaspes.. Thus may I 
he at laft perfuaded to entertain fome hopes, that the angels will not turn me naked 
into a ftate-of horror after death, but that the five ffters fall. weave for me, in 
common with all true believers, an everlafting mantle, 
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CLEANDER to -GospRYAS. From Athens. 


Intended, noble feribe, according to thy orders, to have fent away CHARICLES. 

immediately, with a relation of the conferences between CLzon and myfelf; but, 
on better confideration, I thought it more advifeable to put off his departure for 
fome days, till a judgment might be formed, as well of the iffue of the negotiations, 
as of CLron’s abilities and fincerity in performing his engagements. I can now 
venture to affirm with certainty, that the inftructions lately received are fully carried 
into execution, and that the Perfian court will have as clear and comprehenfive a 
view of the ftate of affairs in this country, as it is in my power to give them; and 
muft humbly offer my opinion, that in the crifis to which things are arrived, it is 
high time for them to take a final refolution, in regard to the party, with which 
they may think it their intereft to clofe. 


When the Lacedemonian embaffadors arrived in town, they prefented their cre- 
dentials to the Prytanes, and defired an audience of the people, to whom they would 
explain the reafons of their coming. An afiembly was accordingly appointed within 
two days after. This intervening time they fpent in vifiting their friends, and con- 
ferring with them on the forms of making their overtures of peace, and the means 
of rendering them effectual, not only by the force of arguments, but (what is moft 
material in popular governments) the weight of numbers. Whilft the embaffadors 
were forming their cabals, and feeling the pulfes of the people, the oppofite party, 
with as much zeal and more clamour, held hourly confultations, ftirring up and 
alarming the minds of fuch as defired the continuance of the war, and exclaiming 
again{ft the craft of the Lacedemonians, who were now endeavouring to deceive 
enemies whom they could not conquer, by fending thofe, who, under pretence of 
being minifters of peace, fhould corrupt bad men by bribes, and amufe the honeft, 
though credulous citizens, with fallacious, general, and trifling conditions. During 
this interval, I reminded Crizon, that he never would have fo favourable an oppor- 
tunity of recommending himfelf to the king, and confulting at the fame time his 
own intereft, as by ftopping thefe negotiations in the firft inftance. He affured me, 
that he {pared no induftry in oppofing them, adding, in his bold manner of fpeak- 
ing, that he would himfelf go to Sula, and offer his head to ARTAXERXES, if things 
did not go well. 


On the tenth of this month Hecatombeon, the embaffadors were introduced into 
the affembly; and Pisanper, the firft in commiffion, made a fpeech to the people, 
in which, without departing from the dignity of his countrymen, or making any 
fubmifGons of fuch a nature, as would raife the arrogance of the Athenians, he told 
them truly and frankly; that the defire of faving the Spartans in Sphacteria was 
the motive that induced his ftate to treat; and that, provided the garrifon there 
might be permitted to return home, the Lacedamonians and their allies were ready 

to 
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to conclude a peace, on fafe, honourable, and advantageous terms for all parties. 
He concluded, by warning the people againft prefuming too far on their good for- 
tune; told them, it would be in their power, by eftablithing a firm union among 
the Greeks, to give the law to other nations; and that himfelf and his collegues 
would think it the greateft happinefs, that could befal them, if it fhould lye in their 
power to contribute any thing towards fo ufeful an end!” 


When this harangue was ended, the embafladors were direéted to withdraw; and 
the debate began on the queftion, whether the propofals of the embaffadors were 
fufficient ground to treat upon. Puxitemon was the firft, who fpoke to it; he fet out, 
agreeably to his ufual piety, by telling his countrymen, “ that they ought to thank 
the Gods for the fubject and occafion of this day’s debate; that after the havock 
made among them by the plague, which they had fearcely recovered, and the loffes 
they had ‘fuftained in the field, he could not help looking upon it as a fineular in- 
tance of the divine protection, that an enemy, who had been fometimes fuperior, 
always equal to them in point of ftrength and authority in Greece, fhould come ‘to 
afk a peace at their own doors. How far that meafure was a wife and neceffary one, 
he might fafely leave to the judgment of thofe, who wifhed well to, and underftood 
the true intereft of Athens. He would only fay, that if increafing the annual ex- 
pence, money taken up at large intereft, decay of commerce, ruin of their eftates 
by the neglect of agriculture, and other difadvantages, which the continuance of the 
war brought upon them, could recommend peace to any ftate; it was moft defirable 
to them. With regard to the preliminary, which the embaffadors infifted on, he 
thought it not unreafonable; and as it would tend to reftore a mutual confidence, 
and be a pledge of their forwardnefs to heal the diftra€tions of Greece, he was 
heartily for it. 

When Nicras arofe, befides enlareine on the topics, which Pxiremon had 
touched, he faid, ‘ he thought there could be no ftronger argument in favour of 
treating, than that many of thofe, who, like himfelf,; had been bred to arms, and 
whofe intereft, confequently, might be thought to lye in keeping the ftate engaged 
in war, were yet for putting an end to it. With regard to releafing the Spartans in 
Sphaéteria, he did not think it was giving the enemy any advantage, becaufe, as he 
was juft come from the army, he could affure them, that they would lofe more men, 
by making a defcent upon the ifland, than the conqueft of it was worth; for the 
garrifon had ftrongly fortified themfelves in it, and would fell their lives very dear. 
‘That continuing the blockade much longer muft be impradticable ; the coaft would 
not furnifh provifions for the fleet; and in cafe the weather proved ftormy, as the 
feafon grew more advanced, their guard fhips would not be able to keep their 
tations: and though it might be objected, that the Lacedzemonians themfelves muft 
be firft ftarved out, he was of opinion, that feveral methods might be found out to 
fupply them; barks with provifions from the continent might be run afhore on the 
ifland during the night, notwithftanding all the vigilance of the Athenian com- 
manders; and thofe, who were acquainted with the Lacedamonians, knew, that their 
foldiers could live harder than the troops of any other nation in the world.” 


’ 
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Eprcenes, one of Crzon’s orators, diftinguifhed, himfelf much on the oppofite 
fide ;, he argued, “that he neuene this whole. bufiriels a piece of Leip in the 
HeGte: HOI to get their men again. Whenonce, faid he;.Athenians » you have 
compli ied with the propofals of he e embafladors, you may depend upon it, it will be 
no difficult matter to find outa pretence, however flight, to break off the negotia- 


tion. Had they an re of BrgcheHiNg finc ere ly DISANDER, in his fpeech to 
you, fhould have opened fomething further of the conditions, which his ftate pro; 
pofec d to treat upot Lhe eas might | have judged, whether pom: ought to have 


given up the fair profpet ef oe navy of fuccefs by your. arms, to th e hopes of con- 
cluding a fecure and lafting peace.” When Cieon found, that hie reafoning mad 
no fm all impreffion upon the afembly y, he rofe himfelf; and, after a lone and virulen 
abufe on the conduct ae Sparta towards Athe sns for the courfe of many years, more 
particularly, by refufing-to liften to any terms of accommodation, during the vio- 
Jence of the plague in the fecond year of the war, he added, “* that the Athenians 
had now an opportunity of returning the ill ufage they had received from) them: 


that though, in his own opinion, he ‘could not help being againft throwing ar all 


the expences of a tedious war, by concluding a peace at the. very juncture, that they 
reap the fruits of th 


rem; he moulds notwithftanding, fo far mg 
res of many well-intentioned citizens, as to give his own vote for 


aty, ae ark it was begu in.on fafe grounds. That he could not help peat eh 


c 
At 


ing the fame fufpicion of the overture, with his worthy frieid Eprcenes; and there- 
fore no noved, “ that before any negotiation was fet on foot with the Lacedeemonians, 
a 

the g 


arrifon of Sphagtens fhould furrender themfelves prifoners of war into the hands 
ie Athenian spas, and be kept at Athens, till the Lacedamonians had re- 
fhored Nifza, Peow, and ‘T’roezen, (all places which the Athenians had abandoned 
by the laft treaty ;) and on this foundation, a firm and lafting peace might be con- 
cluded.” This queition, after a long and warm debate, was carried in preference 
to the Gener and then the emba fladors were called in; and acquainted with the re- 
folution of the afiembly. They defired time to confider of it, till the next morning, 
when psy delivered in an anfwer to this effect; that, in purfuance of their infevie- 
tions, they were obliged to infift on the pre iminary of reftoring an entire freedom 
to the Lacedamonians in Sphacteria; but they were fo confident, that the propofals, 

which they had to offer, were fuch, as would appear juft and honourable to the 
Athenians themfelves, that they defired com miffioners might be appointed to confer 
with Ene and hear what they had, to, fay... 'CLzon appeared more violent than ever 


again{t treating upon. this TERY of the embaffladors.; he told: the people, “ it was 
plain, what their enemies aimed ats they were conicious, their propofals would not 
bear the examination of the afferr ly; and therefore chofe to treat with particular 


nb 
per! fons, whom they might gain an fluence OVEr; Hatteting themfelves with hopes, 


in 
that the people would be induced. to ratify what thofe' commiffioners fhould conclude. 
among thernfelves.” 


Nictas, in. fupporting the embaffador’s requett, again. infifted on the difficulties 


f taking Sphacteria; upon which Cieon rofe with great paffion, and faid,. * every 
boey knew, rafhnefs was not the fault of that general ; and perhaps too anuel con- 
fidence might feem his: however, he knew fo much of the ftate of the ifland, and 


the 
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the fireneth of their own army, that he would undertake, if they would give him 
the command, on forfeit of his life and reputation, to bring the Lacedzemonian 
garrifon back with him to Athens mis offer occafioned great 


1S In twenty days.” 
clamors in the aflembly, and every body fe t fo confident an affertion 
fairs. During the dif- 


nc feemed amazed 
from one, who had never been mach converfant in tnilita 

neral-fhip, if CLron 
al that inthe “heat ‘ot 


turbance Nicias got up, and voluntarily offered ‘to refion 
would undertake the exp! 


fee 
hi 
thi 


an 
55 p 
vs 


soit. The ee who began to th 
19 
met 


his difcourfe he had went a lit ai too far, feemed now‘ willing to decline it, and made 
fome. faint attempts. towards <cufing the peremptorine {s Pan xtravagance of his 
ll Gifted, that WNicras fhould refien his office to him, 


proje ect; but the people flill inf 

and he hoa’ immediately fail to Pylus, and make his words-good. ‘The motion 

for commiffioners was cored with difdain; and the Lacedzemonian embaffadors 
eeing nothing was to be obtained froma people i intoxicated with the flichteft fuccefs, 

fet out foon after on their return to Sparta. 


‘Thus, noble {cribe, are the king’s views fully anfwered by a renewal of the war, 
with fuch exafperating circumftarices on the part of Athens, as muft, in the end, 
throw Sparta into the arms‘of Perfia. For befides the abrur pt manner, in which ‘the 
ae ny, ftopt the firft overtures of a treaty, I am informed, that directions are 
difpatched | by the fenate to the Athenian dorninanidete: not to reftore the Lacede- 
monian fhips in their pofieffion, as it was ftipulated fhould be ren when the truce 


tne 


expired, upon pretence, that the Laced: semonians have in fome articles infringed it. 


’Tis certain, this is a contrivance of CLron, to render the Gs {tates more irrecon- 


cilable. ‘That worthy ain has fince been elected in form to the office of general 


in the room of Nicias, who is much blamed by his friends for his hafty and impru- 
dent refignation. C1LzoNn fa ils in a few days, to join the fleet at Sphatteria, with 
fippli es of men srs money. His enemies feem to be extremely well fatisfied with 
his taking the command upon himfelf; for by this means, fay they, we fhall either 
get rid of fo en citizen, if he meets with ill fuccefs; or, if the arms of the 
republic profpe rin his hands, (which does not feem probable, ) .we fhall give a fen- 
fible blow to the Lacedmonians. 


wufe 
owed upon himfelf, bac. with fo much art the defign of 
ded his ruin by concluding a peace, he ene me, that he was 
iat come from Bef fe tag where a letter of Pyruon had been read, which gave an 
int of the arrival of the Lacedzemonian embaffadors at Perfepolis ; and that it 
ne general talk of the court, that the treaty was on the point of being concluded 
with them. ‘¢ It is impoflible, continued he with much warm th, to ferve ArTax- 
s here, whilft he adds the power of his arms to the feale of our enemies. Do 
your miniftry confider, that, this unfeafonable declaration will make the tide run fo 
‘rong at Athens in favour of peace, that it will not be in the power of me, or any 
man elle, to ftop it? Or can they think it confiftent with the marks of efteem and 
perolity I have re eqived from the king, to putthe finifhing ftroke to fo important an 
affair, without giving at leaft the refufal of their alliance to ne, who would ufe his 
eivge endeavours to "bring it to pafs.” . 


Creon vifited me laft night; and after giving a loofe to his ee by the a appla 
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I endeavoured to moderate his warmth, by acknowledging “ there was much» 
weight in what he faid, and that I would do him juftice by reprefenting it in the 
ftrongeft light to my own court. That as I had not lately heard out of Perfia, I 
could neither confirm, nor contradiét the truth of PytuHon’s intelligence. It might 
probably happen, that he had taken up with the common rumours of the court, 
which are not always to be depended upon. ‘That, however, it was not to be 
wondered at, if the minifters of the great king were ready to fign a treaty with 
Sparta, when he himfelf muft allow, that though they had made feveral openings 
towards entering into a clofer friendfhip with this ftate,, none but general anfwers. 
could be had in return; the commerce of Perfia had been interrupted, and a rebel. 
{uffered to fit out fhips in the Piraeeus for the annoyance of the king’s dominions.” 


After fome further altercations between us on thefe fubjects, he departed with 
affuring me, that he had a great probability in fucceeding in his expedition; that 
DEMOSTHENES Was clearly of opinion, a defcent on the ifland was no fuch impracti- 
cable thing, as NicrAs had reprefented it ; and if once he fet foot on fhore, he would: 
fhew the Athenians, that it was not growing grey under an helmet, or being perfect: 
in the various figures of the Phalanx, that capacitated men to. command armies. 


Such is the arrogant converfation. of this bold Athenian; who, whatever outward 
profeffions he may make, would, with difficulty, exchange the talents of Sufa, which. 
he may hoard in his coffers, for all the affiftance, that the fleets of Phoenicia could. 
afford to his countrymen. 


Noble fcribe, I thould beg pardon for the length of this difpatch, if the impor- 
tance of the matters it contains, would have fuffered it to be drawn into lefs com- 
pafs. May the helm of the ftate, where thou prefideft, long continue to be con- 
ducted by thy falutary countels. 


Pe 


Didi ccbotle Bak. CE.. 
CLEANDER to ORSAMES. 


Have fometimes talked to thee of a fet of men, who travel over Greece, and are: 
fond of fixing themfelves in Athens, called the Sophifts. A very: remarkable 
challenge, given out by one of them the other day, made me curious of feeing the: 
event. Proracoras publicly invited the city to hear him. difpute in the Lycaeum: 
upon any poflible queftion,. that could be propofed to him in any branch of {cience. 
** No doubt of it, faid I to myfelf, this man muft be a prodigy of parts, as well as 
learning; who, after having informed himfelf in all things to be known, can retain 
them with fuch accuracy, and produce them with fuch readinefs, as to be capable of 
confuting every antagonift, even under the difadvantage of defending the wrong fide 
of the argument. How am I to be blamed, continued I, who have lived here fo. 
long,, 
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long, without applying for improvement to this great genius, or being ranked in 
the number of his followers.” 


My mind was full of thefe refleCtions, when I had the good fortune to mect At- 
crBIADES. I expreffed to him my admiration of the fophift’s fuperior wifdom, or 
fuperior confidence. ‘‘ Come along with me, anfwered he, and you fhall fee, how 
our friend Socrates will deal with him. We fhall have much entertainment from 
his ironies, for I have juft been perfuading him to go to the place of difputation.” 
«© With all my heart, returned 1; but give me leave to afk you, whence arofe this 
practice among the fophifts of expofing themfelves to the triumph and ridicule, not 
only of true philofophers, but of rude mechanics? It is a rule, you know, at the 
eames, never to match a Pentathlos againft him who has been continually employed 
in one exercife. But the fophift gives an univerfal defiance; he claims the benefit 
of no reftri€tion.” ‘ The rife of it is very fingular, replied Atcrprapes. I re- 
member, when Gorctas came here many years ago, in the charatter of a private 
teacher of eloquence, he envied Propicus, and ufed to laugh at the credit he had 
acquired by his allegory of the judgment of Hercurzs.” ‘ This fool, faid he, to 
one of his friends, who told me the ftory, has got a leffon by heart, and cons it over 
in every noted city of Greece. Then he plumes himfelf upon obtaining the name 
of OrpHeus; begins to fancy, that he is placed on the fame footing with the ancient 
civilizers and reformers of mankind; and believes he fhall be figured to pofterity 
with an harp, foftening the wild beafts, and moving trees and rocks by the magic 
of his harmony. He has fhewn fcarce any learning or invention beyond this fable, 
which has raifed his reputation, unlefs it be in the famous Jecture *, that-reveals the 
whole myftery of grammar, to which he is indebted for his wealth. By Juprrer, 
added he, the impudence and folemnity of a man’s pretenfions gain him more ad- 
mirers, than the modefty or juftice of them.” . He went immediately into the forum, 
as it were to exemplify his laft words, and proclaimed his abilities. ana willingnefs to 
debate any point of learning, that could be offered him on the fpot. As he has a 
great command of expreffion, the thing fucceeded to-his wifh; and the good people 
of Athens were aftonifhed at the power of his eloquence. Since that, the reft of 
the fophifts, not caring to yield the fuperiority to Goreras, have taken up the thing 
in imitation of him.” Indeed, faid I, the practice and its. origin are worthy of one 
another, and contend the palm in abfurdity. I can eafily conceive why the younger 
fophifts fhould fall in with this odd humour of the city, and endeavour to make 
themfelves known by their extempore performances. But Proracoras has beca 
long at the head of his fect, and is a matter of fenfe as well as language. I think 
it ftrange. “ IT befeech you, interpofed Aucigiapes, think nothing ftrange. I 
find you are not fo well acquainted with Proracoras aslam. Before we get to the 
Lyczeum,, I fhall defcribe two or three features of the man to you, which will be as 
good as a picture at full length of him. It feems’he is the inventor of a logical 
fallacy, by which an argument may be turned two oppofite ways, and be valid in 
both. Evatratus (whofe family you may have heard of in Athens) had a {trong 
paffion to become a celebrated orator, and agreed with Proracoras for a certain 


* Propicus reada grammatical le&ture, to which no one was admitted under so drachms. So- 
‘craves {peaks of it in PLaro’s Axiochus, and calls it rip wevTaxdvTa Apax nor eaidsilar.. 


6 fum,, 


n 
firft caufe, and a Tere my dene or by the terms of th 
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fum, that all the fecrets of the art fhould be opened to hi The fcholar paid half 

the price, on being admitted to his mafter, and itipulat ted for ‘edhe payment of the reft, 

provided that he te uined the firft caufe, which he fhould plead as an advocate at the 

bar. PRoTacorRas, with iout delay, informed him in all things neceffary ; and hav- 
c 


tly to the exercife of the rules, which he gave him, exhorted 


ing trained him fufhe ien 
the young man €a eltly to appear in public. Evarutus, either wil lling to defer 


rne 
difcl ees ing his debt, or difident of his c capacity, fhewed no refpect to the counfels 
of th fophift. The fophift refolved to have his money, and cited Evaruuus before 
a Aaa judicature. ‘He thought oh an undoubted meth od of extorting it, and 
could not help 1 infuler ing his pupil. “ If, fays hes the judges determine in my favour, 
then you will be ob bliged to pay me by their determination: If not, you win your 
€ Hs eenrent.” SY da are 
miftaken, cried the young man, and I allow your alternative. If the decifion is in 
my favo our, you pave no claim to the debt by that decifion. If not, then I lofe my 
firit caufe, and the terms.of our agreement a acquit me. Th rt and the audience, 
who expected a very eloquent conteft between the fophift a h 


| nd his fchelar, burft cut 
into aloud Jaugh at their fu PEEL The judges left the queftion unfettled, and Pro 
TAGORAS began to re epent, that Evaruius had been inftru@ed fo well by hithis 
«© And in truth, rephed I, he h ad reafon. To be erave W 


ave aah you, I wih all tHe 
philofophers, | like Socrates, would Shaken ie to bring thef 


hefe teachers of falfe fcience 

into general diicredit, and fhame them out of Greece. It would have a confiderable 
effect, Tam perluaded, 0 on the advancement of real | se ease and on the manners 
of the times. What gives me a diflike to feveral of th 1em, is their intolerable 
avarice. If a rich man is difpoted to be kind to them, t they preach up generofity, 
and cry down filver and gold, as of no more value than the pebbles on the fea-fhore. 
Yet if an indigent friend intreats affiftance from them, they recant all they have 
faid, in favour of the virtue the ey have now an opportunity of exerting 5 fo that hu- 
manity, gratitude, and prise & POH TICISE have no weight with them. ‘They have 
vbile their interefts interfere not: but if an obolus be held 


a 
a regard a one wanenes 
ntention, their mutual ffi rendfhip would | be diffolved, their 


po) 

up to them as matter of co 

leffons of virtue forgot and they would engage in a quarrel for it.” 
BIADES, Calls 


ceit of the obolus, ood ALCI : to my memory an A®‘gyptian king, who 
had taught fome monkeys (for they have a wonderful aptnefs in burlefquing the hu- 
man race) to dance together in chorus, and when they were drefled up in purple 
robes and vizor mafks, had ff y produced them in public, ‘with fuccefs. At 

ay threw an handful of nuts among poe which 
caufed them to negleét their dance, 1 tear their clothes, throw off ther mafks, recover 
the natural manners of their fpecies, and fight with.one another. But your reflec- 
tions and my firnilies break in unfeafonably on another r flory I was going to tell you. 
A lively young fellow of my acquaintance, who was formerly-a follower of Prora- 
GORAS, gave mea pleafant account of the audience he firft had of a m. * His father, 
a plain Literate citizen, accidentally heard the fophift one day at a difputation ; and 
whether the old gentleman (as many do) admired what he did not comprehend, or 
whether he heard him fpeak on {ome popular fubject, that ftruck his fancy, he de- 
termined to place his fon under the care of = excelle 


nt a tutor. Accordingly he 
carried my friend one day to Siesta AS 


1s, and took the liberty of afking, what 
improvement he would teach him? « 


I fhall Abbi him the utmoft attainment of the 
human 


«t aur con- 


ir 
a 
% 
ty 


equent 
laft, a facetious fpetator one da 
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human mind, replied the fophift, that of fpeaking without preparation, om any fub- 
ject that fhall be given him. ‘“* What, faid the old man, though he does not under- 
ftand it?” “ Yes, anfwered the other, or I am no matter of eloquence. He fhall 
be qualified in a little time, to turn the wifett aflembly to any opinion he would 
chufe for them, by the mere energy of words. He fhall have it in his power, to re- 
prefent things of great confequence, as of no concern; and things of no confe- 
quence, as of the greateft. He fhall know, how to depreciate the beft, and colour 
over the worft caufe with plaufibility.” ‘ Hold, hold, cried the father; by all the 
Gods, this is more than my fon fhall ever Jearn. But Proracoras, have you the 
face to tell me, for inftance, you can perfuade any man, that fociety may fubfitt 
without juftice.” ‘* Are you defirous to difpute upon it, replied the fophift. I 
fhall convince-you prefently, that there is no difficulty in the thing.” Would you 
believe it, Cuzanper, they entered into an argument, in which, you may euefs,. 
the fophift very foon got the better. ‘ You amaze me, faid the new difputant; this 
is a ferious matter, and fit for the cognizance of the ftate; if I had the honour to be 
a magiftrate, give me leave to tell you, that a fellow, who can prate truth, honetty, 
and juftice out of countenance, fhould not ftay one hour in the Chyna ce SOltly,. I 
befeech you, replied Proracoras. But though you are unable to do it, I can 
confute myfelf with facility.” Ina word, he performed that office fo readily and 
elegantly, and fo much to the fatisfaétion of the father, that he began to be better 
reconciled to him; and, before the converfation broke up, recommended his fon to 
him. At the fame time he ftrictly enjoined the fophift, to conceal from him the 
faculty of impofing on others, what is wrong: “ or if, continued he, the fame arts 
are neceffary for the recommendation of truth and falfhood, be careful to inftil into. 
him fuch principles of virtue, that, however he may ufe them to the one purpote, 
he may fcorn to abufe them to the other.” 


In this manner I was entertained with the eafy flow of converfation,, and 


eood: 
humour,, peculiar to AucrBrapes, till we arrived at the Lycaum.. 


a 
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ELEANDER to ORSAMES, 


. HEWN wecame to the Lyceum, we found Socrarzs there, and a great 
concourfe of people gathered about the fophift. Our excelleat friend began 

with faying, ‘‘ that he was by no means qualified, much lefs. pretended, to cope with 
the art and eloquence of the celebrated Proracoras. He told us, that he ap- 
peared in this place, not to anfwer the challenge, (which would be as abfurd in him, 
againft a perfon of fuch fkill in his profeffion, as for a mean wreftler to haye ac- 
cepted that of Mito* at the Olympic games) but to intreat his. inftruction publicly,, 


* See Letter LXXII. 
on: 
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on what he ufed to teach privately to’his fcholars, as well for himfelf, as for a nu- 
merous and admiring audience.” The fophift anfwered with propriety enough, 
“ that he taught his pupils a fcience, of which he underftood Socrates to be a 
great mafter, the fcience of virtue.” ‘‘ And is then virtue to be taught?” faid 
Socrates. ‘* Yes, like all other arts, which contribute to the perfection of man- 
kind.” .* I fuppofe, replied the philofopher, you mean, that it is as reducible to a 
fyftem, as grarnmar and arithmetic.” ‘* Moft clearly.” <‘ And is that fyftem ne- 
ceflary to be known, before we are proficients in virtue?” ‘* Yes.” ‘* Then why 
do the illiterate attempt to judge of actions as well as the learned?” ‘* Becaufe 
they, who know little, are always leaft fenfible of their own weaknefs.” ‘* Let it 
be granted. But how comes it, that in the affemblies of the people, when a debate 
is ftarted on the public buildings or navigation, none interfere, or pafs a judgment, 
except thofe, who have qualified themfelves, by a particular ftudy of them, under 
the care of confummate artifts. Yet when a queftion is moved, depending on civil 
policy, or any of the virtues which fupport and adorn life, moft men of common 
fenfe have fomething to fay, which is material, though they are not indebted for 
their knowledge in thefe matters to the fchools of fophifts or philofophers 2? Or 
whence is it, that when the rules of grammar and arithmetic will extend themfelves 
effectually to all the combinations of words or numbers, ‘the general precepts of 
virtue, laid down by the teachers of wifdom, are fo imperfect, as that many of the 
various intricacies and accidents of the moral world cannot be comprehended by 
them? In the former we are feldom perplexed, but in the latter we are frequently 
diftracted, when we would reconcile the narrow reafonings of theories with the lati- 
tude of practice.” ‘* I fufpend my anfwer, cried the fophift, till I have colleéted 
your whole argument. And what is your inference from this?” ‘*’Tis a plain 
one, faid Socratzs: I mean to afk you, whether you think virtue can be taught, by 
advifing a man to apply his reafon to fyfteimatical fpeculations, and not rather by the 
exercife and government of his paffions in ation. Whether thofe few principles, 
which are the great clues to lead us through the mazes of life, are implanted in every 
man’s nature, or imparted only to the favourites of heaven, for their own lucre, 
and the ufe of fome, who can purchafe them.” ‘* Your objections to my pofition, 
faid the fophift, cannot be anfwered more pertinently to the matter of them, or more 
entertainingly for thofe who hear us, than by an ancient fable. 


* There was a time, when the Gods alone exifted, and nothing mortal was created. 
But when fate had decreed, that this habitable frame of things fhould be produced, 
it was given in charge to Promerueus and Epimerueus to fupply each of the ani- 
mal kinds, with thofe faculties which might be neceflary for their convenience and 
fupport. Epimerueus defired his partner in this office, to give him leave to per- 
form it by himfelf, ‘* at the fame time, faid he, do you overlook and correé&t me.” 
Prometueus confented. The other proceeded to his work immediately, and endued 
fome creatures with ftrength, and fome with fwiftnefs. He next diftributed hoofs, 
hides, horns, briftles; and nourifhed all beafts with grafs and roots, or with the 
leaves and fruits of trees. The folly of Epimetrueus, who had lavifhed his favours 
on brutes, had like to have proved fatal to man in this eftablifhment of things. 


* Vide Platonem in Protagora. 
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The day approached, when all animals were ‘to make their appearance. Promr- 
THEUS, concerned for his own honour, after many expreffions of diftrefs, refolved to 
fteal the invention of Minerva,-with the fire of Vutcan, and added them to the 
human compofition. Thus man was enabled to confult his own prefervation. But 
as to thofe qualities which improve civil life, and were even neceffary to conftitute 
it, they were lodged in the citadel near the throne of Juprrer, whither Prome- 
THeEus durft not afcend. The human race by this means contraéted an affinity with 
divine natures, and erected altars and ftatues to them. 


They made a language, 
clothed themfelves, built cottages; but-not being gathered into cities, they were 


expofed to the fury and incurfions of wild beafts. At laft fome of them attempted 
to compofe a flate, and in fo doing, they added to the havock by their diffentions, 
inftead of preventing it. * Jupirzr, out of his infinite benevolence, compaffionated 
mankind, and ordered Mercury to inftil into them juftice, charity, and all the 
focial virtues. Mercury afked, whether they fhould be diftributed in unequal por- 
tions, like beauty and ftrength. ‘* Yes, faid Jupirer, let a few, who fhall com- 
mand and inform the reft, be largely furnifhed with them; and for the generality, 
give them the feeds of thefe good qualities, but fo as it fhall require labour, educa- 
tion, and inftruction to mature and bring them to perfeétion.” 


** Thus, Socrates, continued the fophift, I would admit, that the principles of 
virtue are implanted in the minds of all men, but in fuch an obfcure perplexed 
manner, that they muft be cleared and drawn out by the leffons of the wife, before 
moit of us are able to apply them. Virtue is therefore to be taught, fince the pure 
and diftinét knowledge of it, which gives uniformity and fteadinefs to our condué, 
is not attainable by practice only. Simonipes has. fome fine verfes to this purpofe.” 
*¢ Town, faid Socratzs, I cannot help admiring the fluency of your tongue, and 
beauty of your elocution,; though I am unable to follow the train of reafoning in 
a long fpeech, becaule of my natural flownefs of apprehenfion. You were going to 
cite the poems of Simonipes, which feem foreign to the ftrictnefs of our argument; 
and it puts me in mind of thofe, who knowing their own inability to entertain the 
company, would introduce a lutanift, or dancer. As this obfervation extends not 
to you, Proracoras, you will permit me to wave your verfes, and in order to bring: 
our controverfy to a point, let me afk you, whether you do not admit, that the 
principles of virtue are implanted, though obfcurely, in the minds of men??? ‘* I 
have faid fo.” ‘* Does it require a regular and liberal education, to make them 
ferviceable in life?” ** Yes.” ** Can he be faid to a€t wholly by chance, who has 
never drawn them out clearly, or fcarce beftowed a moment’s thought on them? ” 
“* Undoubtedly.” “‘ Then fuch a one, either infected by the dangerous communi- 
cation, or grown old in the defperate habit of vice, is not punifhable.” ‘‘ Cer- 
tainly not.” ‘* Yet the laws of the community punifh the vicious of all ranks.” 
“ True.” ‘* Did you ever know a criminal of the meaneft education, who faid in 
excufe of his crime, that he acted by chance; and knew not it was wrong ?” ‘* No.” 
‘¢ Have not you often obferved a man determine rightly of an action, who was ig- 
norant of the abftract principle on which its reétitude or depravity depended ?” 
“© Yes.” ‘* Then your own experience, and that of human nature, as well as the 
authority of our anceftors, is againft you; and you muft admit virtue not to be a 
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matter of fcience, but that the illiterate and the learned are equally qualified to 
practife it” 


Thus Proracoras concluded againft the ufefulnefs of his profeffion, before he 
knew, whither the reafonings of Socrates, or the turn of his own argument, would 
draw him. 


I dare fay, thou haft long joined with me, Orsames, in admiring the man, who 
has convinced the Greeks, that logic, and the difputations of fophilts, are no more 
neceflary to a found mind, than the exercifes of racers and wreftlers to an healthful 
body. That philofophy is not like a prince, confined within the walls of a palace, 
happy in the contemplation of its awful magnificence, but, like an active magif- 
trate, watches over the welfare of fociety, and frequents the forum and Piraeus, 
not the fchools and walks of fpeculating fages. In truth, it is fo free in declaring 
its fentiments, that a very little attention will inform us, what part it: takes, not 
only in the general fupport of virtue, and difcouragement of vice, but in every par~ 
ticular fcheme of action, that can divide the time, thoughts, or interefts of men. 


C. 
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HY doubts, *Cirzanper, have caft a.gloom over thefe peaceful manfionss. 

When from the top of the fowery Mount in.my beloved hour of evening me- 
ditation, I caft my eyes towards Greece, I no longer viewed the charming landfcape: 
with delight. The glorious works of Oromaspss, difplayed in every various beauty: 
of creation, were clouded over by the evil influence of the wicked. AHRiman. ‘The 
dark perplexities, in which his baneful arts have involved the race of men, were 
the unpleafing objects, which thy letter had placed ftrongly, before me.. I confi-- 
dered Athens as an infected place, whofe tainted air the delicacy of virtue could not: 
fupport. White-handed Probity and dove-like Peace of Mind feemed on the wing: 


towards fome more happy region, where they: fhould, no longer be fubjeé to the 
harfh laws.of imperious Neceffity.. 


I pity thee, Creanper, fincerely. ‘There is an eternal law engraven upon the 
tablet of the heart by the omnipotent hand of Yzspan, which cannot be infringed: 
without the fevereft anguifh of mind. Even they, whofe compliance with thy. temp-- 
tations makes thee now look on them. with abhorrence, had once this facred law. 
imprinted on their fouls. No mortal bofom is void of the divine illumination;. but. 


* See Letter CXULVAIL. 
the: 
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the firft deviation from that innocence it inviolably prefcribes, throws a thin mitt 
over the radiance. By frequent repetitions of guilt, the ob{curity grows thicker 
and darker ; and the wretch comes at lait to give up every facred tie, without com- 
punction, to the fordid views of. avarice and ambition. 


Beware, Cireanper, how thou permitteft the leaft accefs in thy foul to that en- 
croaching principle of evil; nor {trive to reconcile a doubtful aétion with the jut 
laws of the fage ZerpHuust. No, there is no danger fo fatal, as palliating evil 
into an appearance of good. The laws of Zoroaster ate but a tran{cript of that 
native law, which Oromaspes has written in thy heart. That heart is revolted at 
the idea of corruption. Thy hand draws back of itfelf from offering the infamous 
bait, which Grecian avarice fo greedily reaches after. Yet this abhorrence feems to 
thy reafon contrary to that unlimited obedience, that abfolute devotion of fervice, 
which is due to the monarch of the earth. Here thy human fight is dazzled, thy 
head turns round, and the precipice is beneath thy feet. From its brink thou 
lookeft back to the fchools of Balch; thou calleft for afiftance from the BaGtrian 
groves. This ftruggle of a virtuous mind is much to be commended, May a gra- 
cious emanation from the fource of light aflift thee to diftinguifh that narrow path, 
which, amongft the perplexed mazes of human. policy, is alone confiftent with his 
original dictates. Human wifdom, Crrawper, even in thefe retirements, where it 
is not difturbed by the tumult of the paffions, or diftreft by the intricacies of affairs, 
can go no farther, than to point out fome few certain and immutable truths. Where, 
in their confequences, they appear to clafh, it mutt be a fuperior power, that can 
demonftrate their eternal confiftency, fince to obfeure that confiftency with falfe ap- 
pearances, is the utmoft effort of the potent ARIMANIWS. 


All we can then advife is, to withdraw from thofe paths, which are fo overfpread 
with fatal fnares, and feek for fecurity in retreat. This is the only penance, that 
can be at all effectual towards thy paffing the eternal bridge in fafety, and arriving 
in thofe regions of the bleffed, the certain, though diftant, contemplation of which 
is the fragrant oil, that keeps alive the facred flare in the bofom of every true be- 
liever, with a brightnefs, to which the fplendors of all earthly greatnefs are more 
dim than twilight, outvying even the radiance of the Perfian throne. While thy 
fervices to that were confiftent with the univerfal law, thy virtue was heightened by 
its exalted obje” | Thofe fervices have been long and faithful. It is now high time 
to gain ay” fion from the arduous tafk.° Wait not, I charge thee, for the 
tempting ( of ambition; break off, without hefitating, every Grecian attach- 
ment; ana Tollow timid Virtue to fome humble cell. From thence thou mayft look 
back with equal tranfport, on the duties fo attentively performed, and the euilt fo 
narrowly. avoided. Leave thefe dark fcenes to:other actors: if Oromaspes has 
doomed the deftru€tion of. the Grecians, fear-not but he will find fit infruments to 
effect it, while thou fhall look on in happy innocence ; inftruments, who fhall per- 
haps find the punifhment of their guilt, in the permifion of accumulating crimes. 
Varewel: may the fource of light illuminate thy foul! No ritual obfervance fhall be 
wanting on the part of thy friends, to atone for what is pat. oe 
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GoBRYAS to CLEANDER. From Perfepolis. 


I WAS fome days in hopes to have fent you the agreeable news of our treaty 
with the Lacedzmonians being brought to an happy conclufion; but it has been 
broke off on the very point of figning, in a manner fo extraordinary and unex- 
pected, as leaves us entirely at a lofs, to account for the condué of the Spartan 
republic. From this preamble thou wilt no doubt expect a detail of the negotia- 
tion, which was undoubtedly, in its object, the moft important, but proved, in: 
its ifue, the moft fingular, that was ever entered in the chronicles of the empire. 
There was no pains {pared to fecure a good conclufion to the treaty, by @ cour- 
teous and hofpitable behaviour towards the perfons of thofe who negotiated it on 
the part of Lacedzmon, and a franknefs and fincerity on the fide of the king’s- 
commiffioners, in all the overtures they made to forward it. Prisroras and Paa- 
nax, the two new Spartan embafiadors, were received by the governors of the: 
provinces, through which they paffed in their way to court, with all the refpect that. 
could be fhewn to the reprefentatives of fo confiderable a republic. About two pa- 
rafangs from Perfepolis they were met by TissaPHERNES, mafter of the horfe, the: 
captain of the immortals, and féveral of the fatraps,; who conducted them. to. the: 
palace prepared for their reception within the walls of the city. In the evening: 


Hiypaspes was fent to welcome them in the king’s name, and fettle a-time-for their” 


public audience, which was performed in full fplendor a few days after. The fpeech 
which Puistozas made to the king, when he delivered his credentials, was fhort,. 
but not without dignity or politenefs. ‘‘ Great monarch, we admire the magnifi- 
cence of thy court, and the number of thy attendants; but are more ftruck with 
the grace and majefty of thy perfon. And we doubt not, but that in the manage-. 
ment of the bufinefs, with which we are entrufted by our native city, we fhall have- 
reafon to efteem thy wifdom in the choice of thy minifters.” The king anfwered 
them in few words, “ that he could not but hope well of the fuccefs of any nego-- 
tiation, in which they were employed; that he would order fome of his council, in: 
whom he repofed moft confidence, to confer with them as often as they defired it,, 


and they fhould find him. not lefs defirous of the alliance of Sparta, than that re-- 
public was of his.” 


When. that. day’s ceremony. was over, TEeR1Bazus, ARTAPHERNES, and myfelf,. 
were appointed commiflioners to treat with them.. I endeavoured indireétly.to have 
Nicanper fet afide, knowing, by experience, that. he was. an impracticable man,, 
and would certainly throw obftacles in our way; but was told, that their inftructions. 
enjoined them to do nothing without his advice. At our firft meeting the embafla- 
dors put into our hands a declaration concerning the grounds of the quarrel with: 


Athens; it reprefented the war. to have taken its. rife from the. ambitious views. of. 


that 
6 
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that ftate, which had endeavoured, by oppreffing their allies, embezzling the public 
treafure at Delos, and other unjuftifiable methods, to overturn the independance of 
the Grecian commonwealths. The hard ufage of Mgcara and Potina, the fuc- 
cours fent to the Corcyreans, and the private interefts and refentments of Pzricues, 
were not forgot. It concluded, by expreffing the hopes, which the republic of 


Sparta entertained, that the king would not deny them his affiftance in the profecu- 
tion of fo juft a caufe. 


Thou mayeft imagine, CLEANDER, it was not our intertion to difpute the fa¢ts 
alledged in this memorial; but after telling the embaffadors, that we would lay it 
before the king for his confideration, we added, that as no alliance could be lafting 
and fincere, when the contra¢ting parties did. not find their mutual: interefts con- 
cerned, we thought the moft proper way of bringing things to a fair and fpeedy 
iffue, would be for both fides to communicate their refpective projeéts of a treaty 
to each other,. the conditions of which might be debated in fubfequent conferences. 


They readily agreed to it, and the king’s commiffioners prefented the following 
paper*. 


I. « That there fhould be a firm league and amity by fea and land. between 
Artaxerxes, king of Perfia, and the republic of Lacedamon.” 


II. “ That during the continuance of the-war againft the Athenians and their 
allies, the king of Perfia fhould affift the Lacedamonians with a fleet of fourfcore 


fail, to be employed in fuch. fervices,, either jointly or feparately, as fhould moft 
annoy the common enemy.” 


Ill. “ That for the better encouragement of the Peloponnefian failors, the 
king of Perfia fhould agree to raife their pay from three to four oboli a day.” 


IV.. “© That in confideration-of thefe fuccours, the Lacedemonians and their al- 
lies. fhould fecure and guarantee to the king, and his fucceffors, the poffeffion of all 


the cities in Afia, and their dependencies, which had formerly belonged to the 
king, or any of his. royal predeceflors.” 


V.. “ That they fhould further promife, not to difturb or moleft the Perfian na~ 
vigation, in.any. of. thofe feas, where it had béen carried on in former times.” 


VI.. “ That in: cafe of any invafion from foreign enemies, or troubles from do- 
meftic rebels, they fhould join the king’s army with a body of ten thoufand Grecks,, 
to. be commanded by the.Perfian generals.” 


* Such of our readers, as are not:much verfed in ancient'treaties, will not take it amifs, to be told, 
that this proje& agrees in the moft material points, (particularly the article which concerns the Afiatic 
Greeks)’ with the alliances afterwards concluded between the Perfians and Lacedemonians; of which 
there are feveral inftances inthe 8th book of THucypipes, and the firftof Xenopuon’s Grecian 
hiftory. So great, we may reafonably fuppofe, was the reputation of the miniftry of ARTAXERXES 
for wifdom and integrity, that their fucceflors thought they,could not regulate their conduct by founder 
maxims of policy. Note by the Tranflator, 1 
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VII. “ It is further ftipulated, that no treaty fhould be entered into, or peace 
made, without common confent.” 


The Lacedamonian project differed from ours as to the proportion of fuccours, in 
fhips and money, which the king was to furnifh them with, and entirely omitted the 
two principal articles of a free navigation, and the guarantee of the Afiatic colo- 
nies ; only offering ten thoufand men, and thirty gallies, as their quota of affiftance, 
in cafe of any attack upon the Perfian dominions. 


At the next meeting, they were told by us, that we could by no means think 
the offers they made in any wife an equivalent for the advantages fecured -to their 
republic by the king’s own propofals; much lefs were they equal to the extravagant 
conditions fet down in their project: that we were direéted to tell them plainly, 
that unlefs they would repeal the two articles in Crmon’s treaty, as expreffed in our 
draught, it was iofing time to continue the conferences with them, and this negotia~ 
tion muit end as fruitlefly as the former. 


Nicanper replied, that they were very ready to give us all reafonable fatisfaction, 
and they would not difpute with us the point of a free navigation in thofe feas, where 
it had been prohibited; but it was impoflible for them to furrender in expre{s terms 
all the cities of Afia, for whofe liberties their anceftors had fought, into our hands; 
fince fuch a condition would reflect a difgrace on their republic, that could never be 
cancelled; it would fet their own allies againft them, and for once make the caufe 
of Athens popular in Greece. I told them, that it was but common juitice to re- 
{tore the king to his rights, -when he was to affift them in vindicating theirs; that 
I could not comprehend, what offence their allies could take, ata {tep neceffary to 
fecure to them the affiftance of a powerful monarch; nor how the fate of Ionian co- 
lonies, allied to the Athenians, their enemies, could any ways affect the intereft or 
reputation of Sparta. The difpute between us continued for fome time on a foot- 
ing, that plainly fhewed, that as we were content to increafe our fuccours, provided 
the two articles abovementioned were admitted, they on the contrary would be fa- 
tisfled with a lefs proportion, if they could prevail to have them laid afide. At 
Jaft it was agreed, to refer the final decifion of this matter to another conference. 
I obferved, that Pursro.as and Puarax took very little fhare in the debate, leaving 
the management of it wholly to Nicanper, who appeared mott prejudiced againft 
our demands. Upon communicating this hint to my colleagues, it was agreed, that 
we fhould have a private converfation with PiistoLas, and endeavour to find out, 
whether they were not left more at liberty by their inftructions, than they reprefented 
themfelves to be; and whether this extreme ob{tinacy was not put on, in order to 
obtain the better bargain for the republic of Lacedemon. Prrsroxas readily came 
to me, and, after I had difcourfed him on the prefent inability of his ftate, and 
their allies, to profecute the war vigoroufly without foreign affiftance, I urged him 
to declare, whether they had not power to make us farther conceffions; or elfe, I 
affured him, we had orders to break off the treaty, at the very next conference. 
Fie faid, there was a general claufe in their inftructions, directing them to adjuft the 
interefts of the Greek colonies in fuch a manner, as might be leaft difhonourable to 


the republic, and beft tend to ftrengthen their alliance with the king; and he would 
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confefs to me, that he thought the articles we propofed anfwered both thofe pro- 
viloes. But as they were tied down not to conclude any thing without the concur- 
rence of all three, and Nicanper his colleague was obitinate againit admitting this 
article, he did not fee what was to be done ; that he would make one more effort to 
gain his concurrence, and acquaint me with the refult of it. The next morning he 
fent me a fhort letter to this effect, ** that NicanpeER was at la{t convinced, it was 
better to comply with our demands, than put an end to the negociation.” This 
convinced my fellow-commiffioners and myfelf, that nothing more was wanting, than 
to draw out the treaty in form, and fign it without further trouble. But how much 
were we furprized, when at the next conference, after having read to the fourth ar- 
ticle, Nrcanper rofe, and faid, that upon further confideration of the purport and. 
fenfe of his inftru€tions, and the knowledge he had of the fentiments of thofe in 
the adminiftration of affairs at Sparta, he thought himfelf obliged to retraé the 
confent which his colleagues had extorted from him, to an article inconfiftent with 
the intereft of Greece, and difhonourable to his country! ‘The other embaffadors 
feeming not lefs concerned than us at this declaration, maintained, that the repub- 
lic would ratify the article, as we had offered it, fince the cities in Afia were not 
exprefsly given up, but only included under the general defcription of territories for- 
merly belonging to Perfia. But Nrcanper with great warmth declared, he had ra- 
ther lofe his right hand, than fet it to fuch a treaty. Upon this perfonal alterca- 
tion, we told them, that till they had fettled among{t themfelves a point of fo great 
confequence, nothing could be determined ; that we had done all that lay in our 
power to facilitate the treaty, and were forry, that they had not proceeded with the 
franknefs. and fincerity, which were expected from them. Pisroza’s has fince pro- 
tefted to.me in the ftrongeft manner, that he could not imagine what were Nr- 
CANDER’Ss reafons for retracting; and to prove to me that PHarax and himfelf were 
really of opinion, that they fhould not be difowned by their principals, he has offered 
to fien the treaty without Nicanper. But it has not been thought proper to accept 
this propofal, becaufe of the claufe in their inftructions,, which renders their unani- 
mous concurrence in every particular neceffary. 


We have fince received your letters, which contain an account. of the truce con- 
cluded between the Lacedamonians and Athenians, and the {trone difpofition,, 
which appears in both. fides to. put an end to the war. Several are of opinion, that 
the embaffadors muft have had fome—earlier notice of thefe tranfactions, though 
they have not acknowledged it to us; for they fay, that Nrcanper’s retraction of 
his confent, and the abfurd offer of Pirsroias xnd Puarax, which, they knew, we: 
could not with any fecurity depend upon, bear‘dll the’marks of a difingenuous piece 
of fhuffling,. contrived to palliate a change of meafures, which was really occafioned 
by an alteration of affairs at home. However we are not without hopes, that the 


inftruétions fent by Cuaricies will have reached Athens time enough to enable 


Oo 


rou: to prevent a final accommodation. In the mean.time, till their fuccefs. i 
¥. p 
known,. our counfels.here are at a ftand.. 


$ 


What you mention in your letter of the good effects ‘that may. arife from em- 
ploying embaffadors, and the difadvantages with which unauthorized agents con- 
tend, 
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tend, has fuch weight, that it is determined to fend ArnTapHernes with an extra- 
ordinary commiffion to Sparta, as foon as the event of the treaty begun at Athens 
fhall be known. I believe PyrHon is pretty well recovered from the confternation 
he was at firft under, when he heard our negotiation with the embafladors was almoft 
concluded. He came in great hafte from Orsamizs’s Villa at Taoces, to interrupt 
it, as far aslay in his power. The king told Orsames pleafantly, upon feeing him 
the other day in the prefence chamber, “ that he could not help being alarmed at the 
frequent private converfations, which he held with the Athenian agent; and believed 
he muft examine him upon the fubject matter of them.” Orsames replied, “ he 
was content to undergo the enquiry, and would confefs, that in fome of his letters 
to CLEANDER ‘was contained a full account of all his prattices with Pytuon.” I 
had a long conference with that minifter upon the affembly’s anfwer, mentioned in 
your laft difpatch, and brought him to acknowledge, that immediate fatisfaction 
ought ‘to be made for fome of the fhips on our lift: the ftate of the cafe, with re- 
{pect to the others, he isto fettle with commiffaries of the marine, who are ordered 
to confer with him. He likewife informed me, that the people of Athens, to fhew 
how little part they had taken in ZopyRus’s expedition, entirely approved the king’s 
proceedings in regard to fuch of their countrymen, as had been made prifoners in 
their retreat by the Caunians, which I told him the king could not look upon as an 


adequate fatisfa¢tion to the injury they had done him, by fuffering Zopyrus to fail» 


out of their ports, when his defign was publickly talked of at Athens; and that he 
infifted, they fhould punifh all, who returned thither, after openly appearing in arms 
at Caunus. I find Pyruon inclined to a profecution of the war again{ft Sparta, par- 
ticularly if our affiftance can be obtained; and ftrongly of opinion, that the majo- 
rity of the <fermbly will reject a treaty. But as I fufpect him to be a creature of 
Crzon’s, I am doubtful what credit to give to his affertions. The perfons feized at 
Miletus, it is true, were the king’s agents, which gives a prefent interruption to our 
defigns in thofe parts, though the chief reafon for fufpending them is to wait the 
event of the treaty at Athens; for it is by no means our intention to draw upon 
ourfelves the arms of all Greece, before we are thoroughly prepared, Farewell. 


Py 
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CLEANDER to SMERDLS. 


O* FE, would think, that the inquifitive and afpiring people, among whom I 
refide, fatisfied with the progrefs they had made in all parts of fcience, were 
for puihing their intellectual difcoveries into a new and untried region, and had 
fome ambition of adding to their boafted acquifitions in knowledge, the knowledge 
of futurity. Infinite almoft is the collection of obfervations, which they have made 
for this purpofe ; yet an order of men is fet apart for collecting more, or interpreting 


what 
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what they already have; and they imagine themfelves in a likely way of reducing to 
all the certainty and regularity of fyftem fome of the feemingly moft cafual things 
in nature. 


1 was drawn into this reflection by juft now paffing by a place, where one of 
thefe augurs, who are fupported here at the public charge, was engaged in the bufi- 
nefs of his profeffion. He was feated in a chair of a particular make, and appro- 
priated to that ufe ; clothed in a long white robe; had a crown of gold upon his 
head, and was adorned with all the other habiliments of his office. He had a tablet 
in his hand, on which he writ down every circumftance relating to the birds of 
divination, their flight, fpecies, voice, and manner of appearance; every thing, 
that might affift the enquiry he was making, which was to collect from fuch no- 
tices, as thefe meffengers were fuppofed to bring, whether a projecced defcent of the 
Athenians upon the ifland Sphaéteria would meet with fuccels. 


I did not care for afking many queftions on fo nice a point, left I fhould draw 
any fufpicion on myfelf and character; and therefore could not perfectly inform 
myfelf about the whole proces and iffue of this affair: but I fhould judge from the 
general joy and pleafure, which were diffufed over the countenances of the affembly, 
that they had not the leaft doubt, that the event would be fortunate, and the Gods 
favourable to their defign. 


This incident naturally turned my thoughts on the fubject of divination, and the. 
various kinds of it, that are here in ufe. Some indeed attended with more folem- 
nity and expence, and therefore held inva higher degree of credit and efteem; but 
others cheap and obvious enough to every one: fo that all have here fufficient 
means of fatistying themfelves with regard to any event, which they have either a 
curlolity or a concern to know. 


I would not prefume to trouble thee, awful Smerprs, with a detail of all the 
particulars, relating to this myftery. The whole would be too tedious, and many 
parts too trivial for thy notice. All nature indeed is fuppofed to have fomething of 
a prophetic gift, Every thing we fee or hear is thought capable of affording fome 
infight into our future fortune, and obferved accordingly with a fuitable attention. 
Every animal, be it bird, beaft, or infect, under all the variety of circumftances, 
with which its appearance may be attended, every uncommon phenomenon in the 
heavens, every fudden emotion of the mind or body, our very dreams, and even 
words, are imagined to contain fome prefage of approaching good, or warning 
againft impending ill. Thefe notices indeed are fometimes too fine for the coarfer 
fight ef common apprehenfion, but cannot efcape the penetration of the more acute 
obfervers, who are trained up to the art, and invefted with a public authority to 


interpret them. 


There is one kind of divination, which is fuppofed to proceed from fome imme- 
diate communication of the Gods; another, which is the refult of obfervation, and 
attainable by experience. Some pretend to be actuated, in an extraordinary manner, 
by a demon, or fpiritual agent, who tranfacts every thing without their privity, and 


Ded’ d makes 
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makes: ufevonly: of their organs’ in’ the anfwers: he>gives, and the. difcoverits’ hes 
makes, Another-fort’ have-their bodies thrown intoa lethargic and infenfible ftate, 
while their foul, at-thefe feafons, difengaged from its heavy affociate, is atiliberty 
to traverfe unconfined the regions of earth and heaven, and» inftructed by the free 
converfation of Gods and: heroes, brings back fuch various intelligence, as enables 
them to fatisfyallrenquiriess «© We have accounts of thofe; who. have continued a 
whole age in.this ‘dormant pofture; but I think poor Hermeporus was ia the moft 
pitiable: circumitances, whofe-body being betrayed into the handsuof his enemies, 
while his foul was engaged: in one of. thefe improving excurfions, they tooky an un 
manly advantage of: his abfence, and deftroyed: the cottage, while the tenant. was 
abroad. 


the moft repute. Nothing) mayfeem more uncertain than the flight of birds, or 
more unintelligible than their voice, or uninterefting than their appearance. But 
every thing relating to. them has herefome meaning; fometimes more clear and ex- 
plicit, fometimes more fecret’ and myftical, but fuch as may eafily be unfolded by 
the profeffors of the divining art, in all the-more nice and: complicated cafes. Thefe 
creatures, like others, feeny: commonly intent on the means of fupporting their own 
being, or providing for the fupport of their offspring. » But it: is\ concluded here, 
that they have higher views ; and though they may appear to the lefs. difcerning 
bufied in fuch inferior matters, yet they come to inform the Athenians, when their 
armies fhould march, or their fleets fail, with whom war is to be carried on, or peace 
concluded, when their magiftrates fhould be eleGted, or affemblies*meet for the dif- 
patch of bufinefs.; for nothing of a public nature, and of any confequence to the 
{tate, is determined here without their concurrence. Whether thefe notices by birds 
be owing to fome divine direGtion, or’ may not, in fome meafure, proceed from 
their own fagacity, I have not been able fully to inform mylelf; for fo fundamental 
a part of their religion is a fubje& of too much nicety and importance, to be en- 
tered freely into, of to admit of any debate. To fuppofe them fent by an’ exprefs. 
appointment, feems a more reafonable foundation for the {trong confidence they 
place in fuch admonitions ;: though fome proverbial fayings in ufe among them, of 
their being privy to the moft fecret tranfactions, would make one think, they be- 
ljeved them in their‘own nature tobe moft prying and -obfervant creatures. 


Of all. the methods of prediction, that depend 'on human fkill, augury is ‘here in! 


But though this method of divining be more frequently practifed and attended 
with more formality, yet there are a thoufand. others in great credit. Lightening 
and meteors are cceleftial fiens,to which great attention Is paid. A tingling of the 
eye, and a palpitation of the heart, are included in the clafs of divine prognoftics. 
It was a fneeze from one of his right-hand attendants at the time of facrifice, that 1s 
faid to have given THEMISTOCLES the firft earneft of his fuccefs againft Perfia. And 
our calamitous defeat at Salamis was partly owing to the warmth of fpirit and con~ 
fidence of victory, with which his foldiers were animated by this feemingly infigni- 
ficant incident; though we ought not’ to-deny the owl, that perched upon the matt 
of his fhip, the fhare he had of kindling up this martial ardor.. For however un- 
promifing or ineufpicious his afpeét may be in other places, he is treated at Athens, 
with gyeat veneration, and trufted as one of the fureft omens of fuccedfs. 

Sacrificing 
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Sacrificing likewife is not only ufed here to engage or acknowledge the favour of 
the Gods, but to collet whether they defign to be favourable. From being prac- 
tifed at firft merely on public and fignal occafions, it is become a fettled method 
of gathering their intention, or foliciting their affiftance in the common exigencies 
of life; before a journey, or after a dream; in any difcompofure of mind, or indif- 
pofition of body. In looking for aufpicious figns, the foundnefs of the heart, the 
liver, and the lungs, is the chief object of attention ; though the fparkling of the 
incenfe, and contortions of the fmoak, are of fome ufe in the enquiry ; and the 
pofture of the tail is not a little obferved ; for being twifted, it denotes a compli- 
cated cafe; if turned down, it betokens nothing but difafter and defeat; but lifted 
up, it is confided in as an undoubted fignal of fuccefs. 


If the victim goes freely to the place of facrifice, it is efteemed a good omen. To 
try the temper he is in, they generally draw a knife along his body: if he’not only 
bears this quietly, but confents by a nod, (which gracious mark of his approbation 
is commonly obtained by pouring a little water into his ear) it is immediately con- 
cluded, that the offering is acceptable, and the event of the bufinefs will be fuccefs- 
ful. So much ftrefs is laid on this circumftance, that the Athenians, in times of 
diftrefs, have erected extemporary altars, where the victims of their-own accord 
ftopt in the proceffion; and here is a traditional ftory of a mad bull, that broke 


loofe from ten men, and then tamely followed an old prieftefs to the place of 
facrifice. | 


Thefe rites are performed with great folemnity before a battle, the victims being 
adorned with crowns, ‘flowers, and ribbons, ‘and their horns often’ tipt with gold. 
But unlefs the omens be favourable, the Greeks will-rather throw down’ their buck- 
lers, and fubmit to the enemy, than by refifting be guilty of impiety and difobedi- 
ence to the will of the Gods. _Marponivus at fuch a junéture had like to have cut 
in pieces the whole body of forces under Pausanras, had they not been animated 


by a fudden change of appearances, and made fo violent a charge as the Perfian 
army could not ftand. 


In dwelling on this fubje&t I can hardly keep up-a gravity, which it may feem to 
require; becaufe I am perfuaded, that the: whole myttery of foothfaying, as it-is 
here practifed, is rather to be attributed to the contrivance of men, than the com- 
munication of the Gods; though it is with the utmoft deference of judgment, that 
I offer my opinion to thee, venerable Smurpis, who art fo much better acquainted 
with the will and ways of providence. But from fome’ inftances, that have fallen 


under my notice, I.cannot help thinking, that it isa ftratagem, by which felfth 


and artful men practife more fafely on the credulity of the weak and well meaning. 
And I have often fmiled at, though I could never credit a common report of our 
great philofopher’s fuggefting to the people, that a fneeze was an admonitory hint 
from his attendant demon. Doubtleis thofe, who are concerned in the direction of 
civil or military affairs, have made, and do make great ute of thefe {trong perfua. 
fions, which omens generally produce, as they may accommodate them by a litie 
dextrous management to ferve any purpofes they have in view. By this means they 
may baffle the beft laid and moft forward project, and throw a-damp on the mott 
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active and enterprizing fpirits. By this they may raife a multitude to the moft 
fanguine expectations from the utmoft depreffion of defpair, and infpire them 1n- 
{tantly with all the fire and fiercenefs of enthufiafm. 


The felf-intereft of mankind, and their importance to themfelves, would indeed 
have their fhare, both in producing and continuing this turn for divination; as it is 
a fcheme, they might think, that would be often ferviceable to their welfare, and 
which would.always be flattering to their vanity. We are creatures made capable 
of and defigned for happinefs; we have therefore great quicknefs in difcerning, and 
fenfibility in feeling the feveral ways, by which it is or may be affected. This joined 
to our prefumed fignificancy, and the chief rank we hold in the vifible creation, 
makes us imagine, that we are really as dear, and appear as confiderable to every 
other being, as we do to ourfelves; and that all the different ranks of inferior ani- 
mals were made folely to adminifter to our pleafure, without any view of advancing 
their own.. On this account we are apt to conclude, that all the bufinefs, which is 
tranfacting near us, has a particular regard to our mighty felves, ull we come at 
length to intereft heaven and earth fo far in our prefervation, as to fuppofe, that 
whatever is done, is principally defigned to advertife us of any good or ill, that is. 
likely to befal us. 


Thefe reflections have often led me, to commiferate the hard lot of this fuperftitious: 
people, who are thus taught to overlook the enjoyment of prefent good, for the fake 
of thofe little fanciful elevations, which they have from the expectance of fome- 
future one; and when the real ills of life are fo many, are expofed to a thoufand ad- 
ventitious diftrefles, that fpring only from groundlefs. apprehenfions. The hoarfe 
note of a raven is enough to chill the warmeft hopes of an Athenian, and make a 
public affembly, intent on the execution of the moft neceflary affairs, break up in 
confufion. Journies of bufinefs, which my friend Purtemon and: I had fettled, have 
been often fufpended on account of the unpropitious fight of a fwallow; and many 
a party of pleafure been interrupted by the ill-timed appearance of a hare or a weafe}. 
I have fometimes ventured to argue with, or banter the good old man, on thefe 
occafions; but only found, that prejudices of this kind are imprefled too deeply on 
the minds even of fenfible and ingenious men, to.be ever erafed by reafon or raillery. 
How much more agreeable to our nature and circumftances. is the practice that: 1s 
enjoined us in the pure and uncorrupted pages of the Zenda! “ that we fhould take 
occafion every day, from the firft animal we meet, to pay our grateful acknowledg- 
ments to the fupreme fource of light and happinefs; who has produced fuch an 
amazing variety of creatures, provided fufficient means to make them happy, and, 
yet made them all in fome degree fubfervient to the ufe, and conducive to the 
welfare of man.” 
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O* the firft of this moon Scirrophorion, Puinocres, the Trierarch, arrived here 
exprefs from the generals at Pylus, with the news, that the Athenian forces 
had made a defcent on the iiland Sphacteria, and after a brifk engagement obliged 
the Lacedzmonian garrifon to furrender them/éelves prifoners at difcretion. 


I have enclofed the moft authentic detail of the whole affair, in a copy of the~ 
difpatch fent by Crzon and Demosruenzs, which has been read more than once in 
the affembly with repeated acclamations. From feveral firokes in it, I am fatisfied, 
it could be drawn up by no one, but the enterprifine fon of CLe@nerus, who, what- 
ever fhare of merit he may juitly lay claim to in planning out the ation, feems 
determined not to loie one tittle of applaufe for want of rhetoric in defcribing it, 
The rejoicings on this occafion are now at their height, accompanied by all thofe 
marks ot rioting, which the multitude are apt to commit, when flufhed with an un- 
expected fuccefs, which they afcribe to a general, who ftands high in their efteem. 
The tranfporc of the populace has exerted itfelf upon the houfes of thofe citizens, 
who promoted the late negotiation; and their characters are made the fubjeét of 
{cholia or catches, adapted to the genius of the vulgar. Neither the humane fuper- 
ftition of Puttemon, the formality of Dioporus, nor the caution of Neicras has 
efcaped the low raillery of thefe political fatyrifts, whofe rough licentious writings 
give one ‘a ftrong idea of the times, when the great men of Greece were abufed 
from the carts of THespis and his contemporarics. 


I can affure thee, noble fcribe, that this event is looked upon as the moft extra 
ordinary one, that has happened during the courfe of the war; for in the firft place 
the moft intelligent perfons in Athens were fo far from imagining, that CLron’s wild 
project would meet with fuccefs, that they rather expected every day to hear of his. 
fhameful repulfe. In the fecond place it was the univerfal opinion, that the Lace- 
dzemonian detachment in Sphaéteria, in imitation of the 300 at Thermopyle, were 
determined to die in their ranks, after felling their lives fo dear, as would make the 
victory worth very little to the Athenians. But the iffue of this affair has verified 
the old Greecian proverb, ‘ The fortune of war is ever productive of novelties,” 
fince it is efteemed the moft difgraceful blow the Lacedamonians ever received, 
with the leaft lofs to their enemies; and Cieon, whofe military qualifications were 
never reckoned the fhining part of his character, is now put on a level by his flat- 
terers with the moit celebrated captains of Greece for bravery and conduct. He is 
expected to arrive from Pylus in a few days. I fhall take the firft opportunity of 
communicating to him the rupture of the Lacedzemonian treaty, and endeavour to 
difcover, whether the profeffions he made me before his expedition, of drawing this 
{tate into a clofer alliance with ARTAXERXES, were fincere. If I find they Wate 

will 
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will perfuade him to feel the pulfe of the affembly upon that fubject. His emiffaries 
fhall {pread about the difpofition, into which the haughtinefs of Sparta has thrown 
our monarch, to cultivate the friendfhip of Athens; and infift on the reafonablenefs 
of foftening the rigor of Cimon’s peace, in order to obtain a powerful affiftance 
from Perfia, which may in the prefent juncture decide the fate of the war. By this 
method the Lacedemonian flownefs may be quickened; and if the king perfeveres 
in his defign to take part with them, ARTAPHERNES will meet with the better recep- 
tion. On the other hand, it will be feen, whether the Athenians really intend to 
make propofals of a ftri& confederacy to our court, or only contrive amufements, 
to prevent our joining with the Peloponnefian allies. 


Thou mayelt be fatisfied, that the Lacedamonians will not think themfelves much 
obliged to their embaffadors at Perfepolis, for giving fuch entire credit to the firft 
advices of an accommodation, as to break off the conferences in fo abrupt and 
ridiculous a manner. 


InftruG:ions, which, like theirs, were to be interpreted according to the exigencies 
of affairs, fhould never be entrufted but to minifters of the’ greateft capacity and 
experience. And for my own part, I never thought negotiation the talent of the 
Spartans. , 


The republic of Athens is determined to pufh on the war vigoroufly, this fummer. 
A fleet of eighty gallies is equipping with the utmoft diligence, which 1s to be put 
under the command of Nicras. The affembly have paffed a vote, that a thoufand 
citizens, (who are to be chofen by lot out of the tribes) and three hundred of the 
Hippeis, fhould hold themfelves in readinefs to embark at an hour’s warning. They 
have likewife demanded affiftance from feveral of their allies. The expedition is in- 
tended againft Corinth, either to land and take the city by furprize, or to make an 
attempt upon the fhipping in the harbour; both which undertakings; however 
plaufible they appear in the fcheme that has been laid before the people, fome ex- 
perienced officers have affured me to be extremely dificult, if not impracticable. 
Letters are arrived from SopuHocies and Eurymepon, who were fent with a fleet to 
Corcyra, the beginning of the fammer. They give an account, that having landed 
fome companies of Athenian foldiers, thé revolters were beat out of their faitneffes ; 
a fort, they had built on the mountain Ithome, ftormed, and the greateft part of 
them obliged to furrender at difcretion. The unfortunate men fo taken were con- 
fined in a {mall ifland near Corcyra, till the people at Athens had pronounced fen- 
tence upon them, with an exprefs condition, that if any attempted to efcape, they 
fhould all be furrendered up to the Corcyrean magiftrates. “Thefe terms were 
violated on the part of the captives; and the Athenian generals, without waiting 
for orders from hence, after putting them into the hands of the magiftracy, purfued 
their voyage for Sicily. Advice is fince come, that the latter, glad of the oppor- 
tunity to extirpate every remnant of the ariftocratical faction in Corcyra, condemned 
them all to death, and delivered them over to the infults and barbarity of the mul- 
titude. Such is the blind, violence of party, wherever it prevails. May the extremes 
of it be avoided by every ftate, that would preferve its good fenfe, its liberties, and 
its humanity! 


4 Before 
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Before this reaches thy hands, thou wilt have received the difpatches, of which 
Cuaricies is the bearer; and I will preftume to hope, thou art not unmindful of 
the requeft I prefumed to make in them, that thou wouldft intercede with the king 
for my return. Not to urge again the topic of the danger I run by a much longer 
continuance here, after practifing with Cuzon, I will juft mention, that Pyruon 
has in his laft letters to the fenate informed them, that the Perfian court has very 
exact intelligence, not only of the aétions but the views and deligns of this ftate, 
and frequently earlier and more important advices, than himfelf. 1am fenfible thou 
communicateft my difpatches to none but thofe of the fupreme council; but canft 
thou fo well anfwer for the fidelity of thofe, who give hourly attendance at thy 
palace? And as my letters are regiftered in the archives, the holy mage, who has 
the care of them, may have no averfion to an Attic talent; and in that cafe an artful 
infinuating minifter, like Pyruon, will find eafy accels within thofe venerable walls. 
Think not thefe fufpicions founded entirely on my own chimerical reveries; for a 
friend of mine, who correfponds with Pyruon, fhewed me a letter from him, in 
which he boafts, that “ he had contracted an intimate acquaintance with one, who 
has itin his power to inform him of the moft material paffages at the court ; and 
that he finds no places fo fecure in Perfia, to which a gold key gives not the readieft 
accefs.” 


I will own freely to thee, illuftrious feribe, that after having fpent the earlier part 
of my life in acquiring a knowledge of the learning, manners, and language of 
diftant nations, and almoft feven years of it in the king’s fervice here, I long im- 

atiently to revifit my paternal farm in the vale of Diana, near my native Ephefus. 
That fhady retirement is of all others the beft adapted to my inclinations, as it 

laces one beneath the envy and refentment of the great, and above their dependance. 
Tis there I would finifh my courfe in tranquillity, and live only to myfelf, praying 
for the welfare of the empire, the health of Arraxzrxes, and the happinefs of my 
generous patron. 


From Athens, the 3d of Metagnitnion. | te 


By. Page Tis Ey, Riven CEM E. 


CLEON and DremosTHENES to the Senate and People of Athens. 


Y our laft letters, Athenians, you were informed, that the reinforcements under 
Cieon had joined your fleet before Sphacteria, and that it had been refolved 
to attempt landing, unlefs the Lacedamonian generals confented, that their men 10 
the ifland fhould be kept prifoners of war at Athens, till an accommedation was 
concluded. This propofal has been fince made in form; and thouglr vifibly in- 
tended to prevent the farther effufion of Gracian blood, was rejected with -difdain 5 
anfwer being returned, that no Spartan ever came alive into the hands of his enemy. 
A reply fo infolent and unfeafonable had no other effect, than to inflame the zeal of 
cts the 
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the officers, and excite the courage and refentment of the foldiers. Accordingly, 
after giving a day’s reft to the army, on the following night we fet afhore eight 
hundred heavy-armed foldiers in the ifland, who furprifed an advanced poft of the 
Lacedemonians, and either killed or took prifoners all, who were upon guard. 
The dilpofition for landing the reft of the forces was performed with fuch difcipline 
and regularity, that before break of day they were all difembarked, without the leat 
oppolition from the enemy. An accidental fire having a few days before confumed 
great part of the woods, with which the ifland was overrun, made us lefs apprehen- 
five of ambufcades, and gave us alfo an opportunity of difcovering, that the number 
of the Lacedzemonians was greater than we imagined it to be; for which reafon none 
but the Thalamitai * were left aboard the fhips. 


The troops began their march early in the morning in order of battle, the flanks, 
van, and rear being covered with fmall parties of the light armed, who were directed 
to harafs the enemy, wherever they appeared, to fcour the woods, and retire to the 
main body, in cafe they were pufhed too vigoroufly. A large detachment of Spar- 
tans and Helots charged us at the opening of the defile, and put our avant-ouard 


into fome confufion; but our main body marching up to futtain them, and our 
peltaftai and archers forely galling the enemy from the higher grounds at the fame 
time, they were obliged to retreat in tolerable cood order towards the extremity of 
the ifland; where they took refuge in a fortification, which from the fituation of the 
ground about it feemed in a manner impregnable. Here being joined to the reft of 
their men, they made fo gallant and obftinate a defence, that our heavy-armed in- 


fantry were thrice repulfed. After feveral hours continual combat, your troops were 
almoft {pent with heat and fatigue; and we began to think, though unwillingly, of 
founding a retreat, when the commander of the Meffenians propofed to us to attack 
them in the rear with a chofen party of the light-armed. We accepted this offer, 
and having given him eight hundred targetiers and archers, he found means, by 
conducting them through cragey narrow paffes, to appear in the.rear of the Lace- 
daemonians, ready to fall upon them from that quarter, the fituation of which alone 
they thought a fufficient fecurity. We no fooner obferved this, than we ordered a 
herald to proclaim aloud in the front of our lines, that if the enemy would lay down 
their arms, they fhould be admitted to capitulate. The words were fearce pro- 
nounced, before we faw moft of thofe on the ramparts throw down their weapons, 
ana hold up their hands in token of affent. A fufpenfion of hoftilities immediately 
enfued, and it was defired by SrypHon, their commanding officer, that leave fhould 
be given him to fend to the Lacedwmonians before Pylus for inftructions. But we 
only allowed him to call an herald out of the camp, who, ftanding on the oppofite 
fhore, (which is but a very finall diftance from the ifland) was acquainted with the 
neceflities of the garrifon, and in a few hours, returned, and declared to them in the 
name of Acts and his council of war, that they had permiffign to confult for their 
fatety, provided they did nothing unworthy of the Spartan name. Upon this the 
befieged delivered up their arms, and furrendered themfelves prifoners, ftipulating 
only, that they fhould be ufed with humanity. The number of the Lacedemonian 
captives are above three hundred; the whole number originally fent over into Sphac- 
teria was four hundred and twenty, all picked men. 


* Rowers of the lower benches. 


After 
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After obtaining this glorious fuccefs, we offered up, according to the pious 
cuftom of our anceftors, a facrifice out of the firft fruits of the fpoils to Juprrer 
and Mrnerva the counfellors, the tutelar deities of this ftate.. We likewife fet up 
a trophy on a rifing ground, which affords a fair profpect of the enemies camp. We 
intend to begin embarking our army with the prifoners, and the reft of the booty 
to-morrow; and fhall then reinforce the garrifon of Pylus, and take the firft favour- 
able wind to fail for Athens. 


We think ourfelves bound in juftice to affure you, that the-whole army, as well 
officers as foldiers, in their refpeétive capacities, behaved with as much {kill, valour, 
and intrepidity, as were ever fhewn by any troops, on any occafion whatfoever; and 
we recommend to-your notice more particularly, for their gallant condu&, Purto- 
cies the fon of Lacuzs, the bearer of thefe difpatches, Lamacuus captain of the 
Peltaftai, and THrramenes Trierach of the Nereids. As to the victory itfelf, we 
know not, Athenians, whether it may become us, who were unworthy inftruments 
of obtaining it, to anticipate the impartial judgment you will form of it by adding 
our own. But in juftification of your two generals, one of whom undertook for the 
fuccefs of this meafure, in a manner that might appear too prefumptuous, and the 
other both advifed the defcent, and affifted to the beft of his abilities in making the 
neceflary difpofitions for it, give us leave to fay a few words; that confidering the 
courage and obftinacy*of the garrifon, and the advantage in point of fituation and 
knowledge of the ifland with which they fought, we believe your forces never 
gained a completer advantage, with lefs lofs, and more honour to themfelves; in 
ficht of an enemy’s camp, fuperior in number, which looked on as unconcerned 
fpectators of the combat. Certainly the confequences to be drawn from it muft be 
very beneficial, if you perfift in refufing to hearken to the counfels of thofe, who 
would effect, by a difgraceful peace, what the united ftrength of your enemies is not 
able to compafs. 


From our Camp in the ifland of Sphacteria, the 25th of the moon Hekatombéon. 
Pp 
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HE people of Athens are fo elated by the victory at Sphacteria, that they 
have ordered as many Herme to be made in honour of it, as were fet up after 

the defeat of the Medes at Strymon. My curiofity led me the other day into the 
portico, where they are to be placed. “ I fuppofe, faid I, to a friend, who was 
with me, the ftate takes this opportunity to pay fome acknowledgement to Demosr- 
HENES, the inftrument of its fuccefs againft the Spartans, by inferibing his name- 
with a recital of the action on the bafes of thofe ftatues ; an acknowledgment fuited 
ec to 
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to one of his elegant min d, y mod is eq ually fenfible and deferving of "appl wife.” By 
no means, anfwered he; it 3 never ufual on thefe occafions to mark any name bue 
tiat of the people.” « Methinks, retu: rned I, your practice is-an odd. one. Why; 
you pay more honour to the trifling feats of activity or {treneth performed at your 
folernn entertainments, than ito the wifdom and virtue of thofe officers, who decide 
the fate of your country ! he Athenians muit have avery high o opinion of their 
fellow citizens, to think they are fo much the fervants of the public, as to endanger 
their. reputation, without even the hope of tl ; CIC a Or you mutt 
yermit me to have a seh mean opinion of the Athatrlian ins, if the p afhon of envy 

ect anation, to the prejudice of the few who diftinguifh themlelves.” You 
are miltaken, interrupt ad my friend, in imputing it to the envy and jealoufy of the 
Athenians, not to their wifdom and magnanimity,. that they are > fond of public mo- 


numents, but {paring in private memorials, I have thought the firft often prefera- 
ble to the laft, fince they are addreffed to a whole nation, and may be regarded as 
an incentive to virtue by the mea shail as well asthe moftelevated mind. When it ts 
faid (for inftance) on fome of t em, that the people fought va ieee and fuccefsfully 
for their bcs can one t the fineft education, of the ereateft en ity or rs 
tune, infer any thing lefs f from At, than that it becomes him i be the foremoft ia 
fach contetts ? Or can the moft uncultivated fail of being reminded, that, though he 
acts in a little > {phere, “h his life o a debt to his country; which muft be paid, when- 
ever fne demands it? But when a ftatue is erected, or an infcription drawn up, to 
the honour of a private character, it makes an impreffiom upon few.—To attain fuch 
exalted merit 1s above the reach, and to defire it,. is beyond the wifhes of moft men; 
fo that while the name of a people excites a general fpirit ef enthufiafm, the me- 
morial of one genius excites only the emulation of another. Like an efoteric trea- 
tife of philofophy, it may fall in. the way. of the vulgar; but they cannot underftand 
it, or improve by it,, becaufe calculated for men of {peculation whereas the public 
monuments are like popular effays, more univerfally ufeful and intelligible. 


e) 


vu 


To turn the argument in another ight. Would it not be inconfiftent with that 
equali ty of. rank, “which fhould be carefully maintained in a free government, to 
beftow diftinétions of this nature too freque ently, even on thofe who are eminent? 
Can any more effectual way be taken to infpire a love of our country, or to fupprefs 
the gentle rifings of vanity, tham to let it be known to every. man of parts, that it is 
a matter of ftrict duty,, to be active in the common fervice. ‘That what he performs. 
with credit in the field is owing par tly to the tutelar deities of the ftate, partly to. 
the valour os his foldiers, and the experience of his officers; and after all, fortune: 
take a confiderable fhare of praife from him. That on thefe accounts he has no. 
claim to crowns of gold, -ftatues, or infcriptions. Yet, were the contrary practice: 
obferved, which you 1 zealoully recommend, the opportunities, which fuch pre-emi- 
nence would afford its notleniers, of comparing themfelves with their countrymen, 
would intoxicate fome with a dangerous, and others with a filly pride; fo that he, 
who arrived to thefe glories, and had good talents, would in reality erect himfelf into 
the monarch of oe {tate; while one “of meaner Sadurd ments would in fancy be. fo 

fuperior to the reft of his plain fellow citizens, that the gift of them would be a cer- 
tain prejudice to the man, and render him ftrangely ridiculous. We may add fur- 
ther, that as the beft underftandings are not proof againft the giddinefs, which attends 


honours ; 
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honours ; fo great honefty may be corrupted by a facility of procuring them; and 
they will be fought for in the quarrels of faction, not contefted in the race of virtue.” 


I was not willing, Cratrppus, to hold a controverfy with my friend, and yielded 
tohim. From a trifling particular concerning the Herma, which the ftate is now 
erecting, our converfation rambled into general topics; and the longer we talked, the 
more we loft fight of what we firft difputed. At laft I faid, “« How difproportioned 
is the number of poffible methods for preferving fame to thofe of acquiring it! an 
argument that we ought not to concern ourfelves about its duration after death. If 
it has ferved our turn, while we lived, we fhould not eagerly intrude it upon the ftage 
to the difturbance of the characters that fucceed us; fince it feems a fort of bufy im- 
pertinence to aim at ingroffing the attention of potterity. Commemorative pillars 
and infcriptions are undoubtedly the beft records of antiquity, as they are more 
lafting, and lefs liable to alteration than tradition, In the fir(t ages an unhewn ftone 
was often placed on the fpot, where fome remarkable tranfaG@tion had pafied; but the 
knowledge of its: occafion could only be had from the memory and reports of the 
inhabitants. ‘This imperfect*means of giving information to fucceeding times was 
afterwards improved, by fketching out a barbarous reprefentation of the {tory on 
rough columns; the defign of which, in a courfe of years, was only to be gathered 
from conjecture, till letters introduced an hiftorical certainty. Heroporus has ex- 
tracted much of his hiftory from the marbles furnifhed him by the priefts of 
/Egypt; and it is to.thefe we are indebted for our acquaintance with the celebrated 

onquerors, Szsostris, Hercunes, and Baccuus.” ‘* And truly, interpofed my 
friend, 1 would willingly part with their acquaintance. I am forry we were ever 
pofleffed of their names, or their examples. The love of praife foon put us on 
contrivances for tranfmitting it to our defcendants ; and moft of the ancient monu- 


duals, yet if a {tatue or infcription were now and then put up by the refpect of pri- 


rey will be attended with the moft hurtful confequences. ‘The generality, when 
they find the lives of the great not at all correfpondent to the laboured commenda- 
tions of them, will conclude the perfeétion fet forth there to be unattainable and 
ideal: fer the difference is the fame, between the impreffion made by defcriptions ot 
what ought to have been, and what has been, as it is between that of precept and 
example. Poetry in its original was fet apart to do honour to the -gods and heroes ; 
but that degeneracy, which infects all human things, ‘has fpared not the facred ar 

Kee2 and 
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and perhaps infcriptions may, one day be admired for the delicacy and {prightlinefs, 
not the truth and fimplicity of the encomium.” Then, faid 1, by Jupiter, I could 
curfe the invention of letters, which muft fubmit to convey fo much flattery to fuc- 
ceeding times. After all, if no man ought to with for pofthumous fame, except the 
imitation of his chara¢ter might be of real fervice to the world, then it is weaknefs 
to think of iton our own account. If the vicious fhare it here in common with the 
virtuous, and fometimes-men of low underftanding with men of parts, then he, who 
has qualified himfelf to deferve it, fhould not lament thofe accidents of nature or * 
fortune, that-deprive him of it. In a word, if the opinion of philofophers be juft, 
that there is another ftate*of moral defignation, we may expect, that Minos, /Lacus, 
and RHADAMANTH, will reverfe all the falfe judgments that have been paffed in this s, 
and while they condemn monarchs and minifters to eternal oblivion, will call out, 
to the obfervation of innumerable beings, many wife and good men, who were either 
unknown or forgotten. 


C. 


LETTER CLVIIL 
CLEANDER to HYDASPES. 


Tee peli to have given thee an account fome time fince of the cha- 
raéter of Euripipes. It is with pleafure I can acquaint thee now, that, by 
the means of Socrates, I am admitted into his efteem and confidence. He en- 
tertained me the other day with a play he has written on the fate of OrzsTEsy after 
the murder of his mother; which is wrought up with all the interefting circum- 
{tances, which the imagination of the poet, or the paffions of human nature, can af- 
ford. As foon as the diftrefs is raifed to the height, and the expectation of the 
fpectator with it, APoLLo defcends from heaven in the laft fcene;, and when you look 
for confufion, mifery, and bloodfhed, puts an end to it, to the fatisfaction of all 
parties. ‘* Nothing, faid I, can be finer or more affecting than this performance : 
and yet I own myfelf no friend to what you poets call “the Deity from the ma- 
chine.” ’Tis true, here is a difficulty worthy of his prefence; neverthelefs I am bet- 
ter pleafed to fee things unravelled by the ordinary operation of fecond caufes, than 
by a fudden interpofition. The Gods, you know, may do any thing; and though I 
can truft them in the hands of fo judicious a writer as yourfelf, 1 am in pain, when- 
‘ ever they are introduced on the ftage, left they fhould do a great deal more than 
their bufinefs. The practice therefore fhould be difcouraged ; and methinks I am 
unwilling, it fhould have the fanction of your example. Could you have managed 
the ftory before us, as you have done fome others, the whole would have been of a 
piece, and the tragedy would have concluded with as much nature as it is con- 
ducted.” “ 1f you confider the plot, anfwered Euripipzs, you will find it impof- 
fible to have turned it otherwife. And to fpeak my fentiments with freedom, when 
the play 1s drawing to a clofe, the attention of the audience on the rack, unable to 


divine 
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divine the confequences, it is an agreeable furprize to bring things at once to an 
happy iffue, and fend them away in good temper. Such pieces make a deeper im- 
preffion on the mind, than thofe,in which you are prepared before-hand for the 
event. I entirely approve what you fay concerning the cceleftial machinery of the 
theatre. And we may obferve they are the fondeft of it, who fhew in every line a 
remarkable poverty of invention, but value themfelves on a fruitful fancy, becaufe 
their Deities appear in all: the wantonnefs of miracles. In truth, how can the fre- 
quent recourfe to this: machinery be an inftance of genius? It had its birth from fim- 
ple neceffity, and fhould be ufed only in the laft extremity; yet (like feveral of the 
arts of life, which were equally mean in their original) has been applied to the 
purpofes of elegance.and:ornament. Believe me, I fhould be forry to deferve the 
cenfure.” ‘ Miftake me not, returned 1:—-To cenfure you as a lover of thefe ex- 
travagancies, who are the trueft mafter and obferver of nature in the drama, would 
be as ridiculous, as to upbraid Socrates with the follies of the Sophift. You may 
be convinced then, that, if I have common fenfe, I could not mean it; and, upon 
recollection, 1 am perfuaded, there is no way of finifhing your Orestes, but that 
which you have chofen.” “ I was fully poffefied of your meaning, replied he, yet 
am obliged to you for your polite manner of explaining it. At the fame time I 
take it as a proof of friendfhip, that you communicate every remark, which occurs 
to you at firft reading, even though it be crude and inaccurate. I affure you it 
pleafes me to find, that my tragedy is exempted from the imputation you have juftly 
thrown upon many others. If I do not deceive myfelf, it is of that kind, which 
alone renders the defcent of a God excufeable, (fince I think it can in no cafe be 
commendable) and may be vindicated, as well from the affection of the fpectators 
for the wonderful, as frem the reafons I have mentioned.” <“ I with, interrupted I, 
you would forbear appealing to the vicious tafte of the times in your defence, efpe- 
cially when you are f{upported by better arguments.” ‘* You may laugh at it, faid 
he, but it is of confiderable weight. A dramatic writer, and a popular orator, are 
nearly in the fame’circumftances. They muit each of them confult the humour of 
their contemporaries ; or elfe they will never have an hearing;, and impartial pofterity 
muft make allowances.” 


« The affection for the wonderful, continued I, prevails very ftrongly in the pre- 
fent age. And thofe, who are defirous to enjoy reputation, while they live, always 
facrifice the matureft refult of their own judgment, in accommodation to the caprice 
of their countrymen. Hezropotus has interwoven fome of the traditional romances. 
of antiquity into his narration fromthat powerful motive. ‘The fchools of the fophifts 
and philofophers. abound in allegories. The theatre, inftead of exhibiting to us 
ftories of an eftablifhed date, or undoubted authority, ({uch as the banifhment of 
Pisistratus’s family from Athens) is altogether .converfant with the heroes. and: 
demi-gods of fable.” 


“ You would. gladly, anfwered Euripipes, bring hiftory upon the ftage, as it 
might give a fair opportunity for inforcing the principles of liberty, and a love of 
our country. But in fome inftances the nature of tragedy, and in all. the temper of 
the Athenians forbids it. The nature of tragedy cannot bear it, becaufe there are 
many incidents, which, though they entertain in the relation, are too unanimated 


‘and. 
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and uninforming, or too difagreeable and fhocking in the particulars, to compofe a 
play. As nothing can be more fpirited than a battle in the action, and yet nothing 
colder in the defcription; fo, on the contrary, many things pleafe in the ,hiftorical 
defcription, which would difguft in real life, or the mimic reprefentation. It is for 
this reafon, that in modelling a piece for the theatre, we are frequently obliged to 
vary the plot of it from the truth, for the better difpofition and improvement of it; 
a licence, which, however it may be indulged in fiGtitious fubjeéts, would, I am 
afraid, be denied in hiftorical. The temper of the Athenians would not bear it, 
becaufe thofe facts and characters, which feem beft fuited to the f{cenes of a tragic 
writer, are too recent in the memory, and_too much engage the paffions of private 
families, to be properly introduced upon the ftage.” ‘ Suppofe then, faid I, you 
fhould refort to Sparta, or even Perfia, for the topics of tragedy. I prefume the 
Athenians are not divided in their fentiments on the eminent men of thofe countries.” 
‘‘ In that cafe, replied he, it would be furmifed, that I paid a difrefpe@ to the he- 
roes of our own republic. So that the way to be free from all difficulties, is to con- 
fine ourfelves to the fabulous anceftors of the colonies, which firft planted Greece. 
The only poet, who ever dared at a performance of the caft, which you recommend, 
vas /EscuyLus, the bold inventor of the drama. But you muft remember, that 
what he wrote, had nothing to do with individuals*. It contained no flattery to 
THEMISTOCLES or ARIsTipEs. It entered into no encomium on their valour and 
conduct: it took no notice of their laying afide all private refentments, to unite in 
the caufe of their country, (the moft inftructive leffon of that important war) but 
was a general compliment to the Grecians. Nay, to avoid the odium, which per- 
fonal commendations would draw upon the writer, and to keep off that envy, which 
would have fallen on the objets of them, he laid the fcene «as far as he could from 
in the very palace of Xerxes. Should J, for inftance,’ accept the fubje& 
fe, different, parties in the ftate would take alarm; the one, protecting, 
iling me; and while I may have all.men applaud, it would be prepoi- 
s to aim at the praifes of a few. You will grant Prsisrratus muft be drawn 
extremely amiable, or extremely odious; for in the mixt ftate his charaéter would be 
unaffecting and dull. Were I to fet him inthe former light, I fhould be thought 
fecretly affected to flavery, a teacher of Gangerous principles; and though it were 
the beft performance I had produced, ‘the 
j 


I very turn of the thing would condemn it. 
[ to place him in the latter point of view, it would. flatter) the prejudices: of 


the people, but contradict my own fentiments, and, the fentiments of men: of fenfe, 
and do an injuftice to the man. For he was a lover of lenity, letters, /‘and polite- 
efs 5 n er at any time, than under his government. \ Should I 
Jefcen ys, and, agreeably to the {cheme you offer, found a 
trazedy on fome remarkable action of ‘T I 


ction of LTHimistocies, Cimon; or Perienzs) think 
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nature of enemies, and ‘the partiality 
of friends ?”’~ “ You amaze me feems frequent.enough with you 
poets, ‘to ufe fentiments and exprefiions 1d to the circumftances and perfons of 
tl Then why are you fo careful,’ not to aive offence 
2 { 
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fetched: from antiquity ?”’» * ] can tell 
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you, faid Euripipes, thofe allufions you fpeak of are as much as the people will 
either approve or forgive. But if we were to ftrike once out of the province of 
fable, and bring the ftories of the time. upon the ftage, the rulers of the affe embly 
would grow | jealous, and imagine we aimed at tran sterring the feat of bufinefs and 


advice from the forum to the theatre. Even the comic c poets, the privileged fatyrifts. 
ofthe f{tate, are often not fo grofs as to fpeak plainly, but intimate their ae ility by 
uncouth and extravagant alles ories.” “* Would not the Athenians, replied 1, be 
pleated to fee the great geniufes the commonwealth has brought forth, exhibited in 
their public entertainments, as. it mutt eRe an honour on tl hemielves 22 
it appears, faid he, from the obfervations alr 

occafions, be greatly divided in their fentiments. 
not deficient in this particul ar 


“1 chink 
eady made, that they would, on fuch 

Befids ss the fubjects we chufe are 
sptor they are generally taken from. the lives of the 
founders of our cities, and in reciting the misfortunes or prof perity of their families, 
we may be confidered as doing credit to their defcendants. 
from the exceptions, to which thofe you wil hh for are expof fed, and give equal {cope 
to the invention and cecon nomy of the poet.”  ‘ I only. with, rejoine ed I, to fee fable 
banifhed from the theatre.” “ I ENE with you, faid he; but there is no. running 
counter to the tafte and opinion of the age. The tragic writings, however, are not 
to be reproached with wildnefs. They are like the fitions which they treat. of;, a 
mixture of falfhood and truth, of abfurdity and credibility. For I muft be fo 

candid as to confefs, though our audiences are fond of fables, yet they love to have 
she natural graces of converfation enter into the dialogues even of fabulous charac- 
ters; to fee the real paffions, and probable incidents.of human life, wrought upon 
the ground-work. of the marvellous. 


Such tragedies are free 


<=) 


Euripipes’s defence of the Greek theatre, noble fatrap, was amufing, but not 
attended with all the conviction which I wanted. Let it be allowed, that, fuch is 
the conftitution of Athens, it would add to the diforders of its citizens, if their 
beft hiftorical fubjects, which are contained within the late flourifhing period of their 
affairs, were introduced on the ftage: but it can never be admitted, that thefe af- 
ford not more room for the fkill, and lefs exalt:the {pirit of the writer, than Ns un- 
natural relations of mythologifts. No, Hypaspzs, the inimitable Cyrus, whom 
hiftory and Perfia boaft, is far beyond the Turssus and Hercuxes of fable. Per- 
fuaded as thou art of this truth, refine on.the model of the Greeks, and build a 
theatre within the walls of Sufa. With a view to encourage the pro} sect, I have 
drawn up a rough fketch of the plot for a tragedy, in the manner of SopHocies and 
Evripipes, founded on the ftory of Crozsus, and the taking of Sardis.. If thou 
approvett it, thou mayeft put it into the hands of THramis.the mage, who is a good 
poet, and well verfed in their writings. In, the mean time fuffer me to congratulate 
thee, on the honour which will accrue to ah ine by raifing the great characters of 
thy country from the tomb of time; and on the afcendant thou. wilt gain over thy 
mafter, by infinuating thofe leffons of policy and virtue in the prefence of his court 


and people, which Mecazyzus fugeefted with equal art and fincerity in the clofet, 
or the council-chamber.. 
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: CyRus in Sardis. 
Ar CaeP ie 


The chorus is compofed of Sardians. The fcene lies in Croegsus’s palace. Be- 
fore day-break. 


The queen appears on the ftage, expreffing her anxiety for her lord, who went 
out in the middle of the night on an alarm from the Perfian camp. She prays, that 
the good fortune, which accompanied Cyrus in the day of TuHymarea, when he 
totally defeated the Lydian army, may fail him before Sardis. A meflenger enters ; 
relates the taking of the city, Croxsus’s danger, his efcape, the violent effort that 
caufed his dumb fon to fpeak. The queen recollects the oracle, which declared, 
that the young prince fhould:never be cured of that natural defect, till the day of 
his father’s misfortunes; is in defpair: the chorus comforts her, and concludes with 
reciting the change of Crozsus’s fortune, defcribes his extenfive power and riches, 
the confidence repofed in him by the kings confederated againit Cyrus, and the 
fteps which led to his ruin, 7 
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Crorsus retired into his palace, comes in difordered with the different paffions of 
fear, indignation, and forrow ; calls to mind feveral prodigies ; doubts, whether he 
fhall yield to the conqueror, or, like SarpanapaLus, take a refolution to deftroy 
himfelf. His queen exhorts him to the former. After fome difcourfe, he forbids 
her to interpofe her advice. She withdraws. Croesus accufes the deceitfulnefs of 
Apotio, who feduced him, by ambiguous anfwers, to crofs the river Halys. The 
chorus counfels him to fubmit. They difpute of refignation to the Gods. The king 
eagerly enquires after the embaffadors, whom he had fent * with iron fetters to the 
oracle, in token of the return made him for his religious donations. ‘The chorus 
reproaches him with temerity; afks him what purpofe this deputation could ferve. 
He anfwers, to require an explicit interpretation of the prophecies tranfmitted to 
him, and to upbraid Apotto with ingratitudé. Goes out to try what may be done 
for the defence of his citadel and palace. The chorus entreats him not to flatter 
himfelf with foolifh hopes, fings of a vain curiofity into future events, and laments 
the plunder of Sardis, with the various injuries to which the fate of war expofes its 
inhabitants. 


AC Teer 


An officer from.Cyrus, paffing by the ftation of the chorus, inquires after Croz- 
sus, faying, that he is commanded with a chofen band of foldiers to feize his perfon. 


* Vid. Heropor. L. 1. 
2 The 
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The chorus prepares refiftance, unwilling to inform him. He ufes threats, and 
tells them, that they are all in the hands of the viétor. After a little altercation, 
they direct him to an apartment in the palace. He goes out, and foon returns with 
Crozsus bound. The king feems fpeechlefs, and in the utmoft amazement. The 
officer acquaints him, he mutft-be offered as a‘* facrifice to the guardian Deities of 
Perfia. He recovers himfelf; at firft exclaims again{t the cruelty of Cyrus, but 
converfing a little with the chorus, he is foftened ; reflects on the happy circumftance 
of not out-living his profperity. The chorus parts from him affeCtionately. -He 
follows the officer. The chorus infinuates, agreeably to an old oracle, that Crogsus 
fuffers for the iniquity of Gycrs his anceftor; and clofes with a few ftrophes on the 
ule of adverfity to fubdue the paffions and improve the underftandine. 


AES GE BY" 


The queen in confufion is impatient to know the particulars of Crorsus’s being. 
taken. The chorus extols his magnanimity of behaviour. She fuggetts a thoufand 
indignities, which may have been offered him, with many turns of paffion. One 
comes in, and tells her at large, what has happened at the pyle, on which Crogsys 
was to have been burnt; mentions the invocation of Soton, the fudden fhower that 
extinguifhed the flames; informs her, that Cyrus and Croesus are moving to the 
palace. [This {tory will admit a noble defcription.) The queen rejoices at the in- 
terpofition of the Gods in favour of the king; but unable to bear the fieht of the 
conqueror, and doubtful, whether he may not punifh her hufband in another man- 
ner, refolves to keep out of the way. The chorus fings a panegyric on the, wif- 
dom of Soon, and vindicates the juftice of heaven, which always rewards piety, 
though late. 


a bree ee eeu 


Cyrus appears followed by his chief officers, Crozsus, and the fourteen Lydian 
youths devoted with him. In entering he orders his attendants to dedicate a tenth 
of the fpoils to the God; then he turns to Croesus, who kneels. Cyrus blames 
him for having broken his alliance unjuftly, and with hearkening to bad counfellors ; 
but forgives and honours him on account of the miracle, which was feemingly 
wrought for his prefervation. _Crorsus makes no anfwer. In the mean while the 
ambaflador returns from Delphi,. who, interrogated by Cyrus of his: errand, repeats 
the Pythian: prieftefs’s interpretation of thofe oracles. concerning the mule, and the 
deftruction of.a mighty empire, by crofling the river Halys. Crozsus acknow- 
ledges the fault to be his, in relying on his own fagacity to explain them; declares 
to Cyrus, that he is now arrived at that knowledge, which he thought himfelf before 
poffeffed of, and from whence the God told him he should date the period of his happi- 
nefs, the knowledge of himfelf. Cyrus is warned fromthe example of Crozsus’s fall 


to preferve that temper of mind in profperity, which is ufually learntfrom t 


* Vide Heropvor. L.. 1. 
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of it; promifes him fafety and protection ; and receives him into confidence. The 

chorus concludes the whole, with praifing the exploits, the clemency, ‘the character 
| of Cyrus, as worthy the empire of the world; and wifhes, that the luxury of 
| Afia may not enervyate the manners of the Perfians. : 


Ther oy Ba ae Clee 


SmMERDIsS to CLEANDER. From Balch. 


HIE. fpiric of philofophy is free, and recommends the confronting one opinion 

with another, that the force of each may better be difcerned, and truth emerge 
from the comparifon. ‘This, CLzanDER, can be no offence to friendfhip, fince it is 
ANAM only the exercife of reafon. Every man does it in his own breaft, when he leaft 
A thinks of it; he, as it were, divides himfelf, propounds and rejects, argues and con- 
a futes; and, though the point remain undetermined, the mind is pleafed with the ope- 
i ration, and wants no perfuafion to be reconciled to itfelf. The tranfition is eafy to 
the difputes of friends, which fhould be raifed and laid afide with as little appear- 
ance of animofity. If a difference of fentiment arife betwixt thee and me, argu- 
ments may remove, or friendfhip muft tolerate it. 1 affure thee, thy miftakes have 
always been fuch, as I not only could bear, but almoft thought amiable, becaufe 
they flowed from fome generous principle carried a little too far, 


Such were thy thoughts concerning oracles and divination, which thou perfuadeft 
thyfelf are mere human frauds, the better to vindicate the divine conduct, and pre- 
{cribe narrower bounds to the dominion of AHRIMAN. But it cannot be denied, 
that certain prefages have been fulfilled by very diftant events, which lay beyond 
| the reach of ali human forefight. In anfwer to this thou wilt tell me, that innu- 
merable others have never been verified; and that all together they are but mere 
conjectures, which, like feed thrown up into the air at random, have the large field 
of time to fall into, and it is no wonder, if fome few fhould come to maturity. Are 
we then to fuppofe, that the Boeotians, who are held in contempt for their dulnefs, 
fhould have been able to carry on fo gainful a delufion, and counterfeit infpiration 
fo fuccefsfully : e imagined, that men, not thought to abound in.commen 
f daily pronounce fuch things, as not only pafs upon private men, but 

s diated by the God of wifdom and eloquence f Yes; thou art 
convinced this mutt be the truth; for Oromaspes will not permit. AsRIMAN and 
his accurfed minifters, by ambiguous anfwers, to lead men into error. If thou fayeit 
fo, becaufe of the ill confequences of fuch error, why does he then permit it at all; 
fince thofe are the fame, whether it arife from the impofition of men, or the craft 
of Arimanrus? But do not men, who love error, deferve to meet with 1t; every 
wicked man is a lover of error; he wifhes not to fee truth, which reproaches him, 
but is attentive to any fcothing falfhood, that gives a glofsto his conduct. If then 

a rapacious 
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a rapacious monarch, or an ambitious ftate, would make unreafonable encroachments 
upon its neighbours, and wants no more than the fanction of an oracle to juftify 
its attempts; does it not deferve the delufion it feeks for, and to be led into ruin 
(which is commonly the event) by fome fpecious prodigy or prefage? This was the 
very cafe of that unfortunate prince of Lydia. When he was brought before his 
conqueror in chains, he apologized for his conduét, in that it had been altogether 
directed. by the Delphic oracle. Cyrus did not upbraid his royal captive with cre- 
dulity for fuppofing fuch a divining power; but he blamed his confidence in any 
power, which could authorize ambition or avarice, and give countenance to illegal 
invafions ;. things oppofed by the ftanding oracles of reafon, which ORomaspzs has 
fet up in the human mind. 


I cannot, like thee, doubt the reality of divination, though I do not think it of 
reat extent. I know the book of fate is in the cuftody of Ornomaspss; and that 
time alone is permitted leifurely to unfold it to us. Neverthelefs we cannot be in- 
fenfible of the natural fagacity of evil fpirits, who may collect many-events, which 
depend on the regular operations of nature, as a phyfician can foretel. a difeafe or 
death fometimes, by certain fymptoms, that are the forerunners of them. Thofe 
damons therefore may be allowed to forefee many viciflitudes of fortune, in flates, 
as well as particular perfons; but when they pretend to reveal thefe things to mor- 
tals, they do wifely in wrapping them up in words of ambiguous import, becaule 
they can never be certain of what {till depends on the will of the Deity, And that 
this is their practice 1 make no doubt, for as the mind’is no fooner difpofed to fwerve 
from truth, than it is feconded by the fuggeftions of AuRiman, we cannot fuppofe: 
he would fail to fupport fo extenfive an inftrument of error, as the public oracles of 
Greece. He infpires a knowledge of fome. hidden truths the better to propagate 
numerous falfhoods,. and eftablith his kingdom among men.. The end is worthy the 
ambition’ of AnRiman ; the means bear all the marks of a fuperior intelligence, 
which dares contend even with the higheft. And would it not be as impicus to fay, 
that thefe {trong delufions flowed: altogether from the operations of -the human mind,, 
as that.external evil took its rife from the undepraved laws of. nature, and the ori- 


ginal defign of OROMASDES.? 


Thou knoweft, when man-was formed, the laft of the divine works, the Creator 
fpoke thus to Aurimawn in difdain.: *¢ Be thou no longer my competitor; I have 
formed one from the duft of. the earth to contend with thee.” Immediately the evil- 
one called together his minifterial fpirits: ‘* Obferve, fays he, this new fyftem: 
formed from feparable parts, and therefore capable of diffolution; mix end confound. 
the elements of it; blend together fuch. materials, as have antipathy betwixt them; 
and fearch out.the feeds of corruption. If ye cannot ftop the earth’s fertility, per- 
vert it to the ruin of its inhabitants.” Inftantly they divide the tafk ;, they pollute. 
the air with unwholefome vapours; they comprefs. Winds within the caverns of the: 
earth, and kindle fubterraneous fires, which fhould afterward break through their 
confinement, to the terror and deftruétion of whole cities and provinces. They che- 
rifhed and gave increafe to the caterpillar and locuft ; the bafeft infects, and the moft 
hurtful-animals, which were intended only to gather the:refule and waite fertility of: 
the ground, but.now make the pa yeNeR a it neceflary, and even.rob. the hufband- 

aang p> mani 
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man of his labours. ‘Thefe demons proceeded fo far, as to impregnate the vaft body 
of waters with falts, that, inftead of allaying the thirft, they might increafe it. But 
here the heavenly fpirits interpofed , they faved the fprings and the rivers, and fet 


_themfelves upon all the counterworks of benevolence. 


Auriman was thus checked in his career; but he had a dangerous engine fill in 
referve. ‘ Asumuc, faid he, (who is the moft malignant and infinuating fpirit of 
his’ train) do thou infpire man with error.” This was the moft fatal attack, which 
only the wife and virtuous can fuftain; an evil, which the benign fpirits of heaven 
cannot forcibly relieve us from, without an injury to our nature. Hence it rages 
uncontrouled; and men themfelves become the inftruments to propagate it, and ac- 
complices with AHRIMAN ; but above all, thofe are his minifters, his public votaries, 
and avowed priefts, who attend his (hrines for the fpirit of divination, receive his 
influence in dreams, and vend his delufive oracles. ~Farewel. 

H. 
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GospRryas to CLEANDER. From Perfepolis. 


PY the arrival of Cuarreizs (who hath made extraordinary hafte in his journey) 
4) with your difpatches, we were freed entirely from that uncertainty and expec- 
tation, which have given us many uneafy moments, fince we firft heard, that a nego- 
tiation was fet on foot at Athens with fuch probability, of fuccefs. .As the affair 
has ended, we admire the critical juncture in which you received your inftructions, 
and much more your abilities and dexterity in the fafe and effectual management of 
fo nice and intricate a bufinefs. The fenfe our mafter has of the important fervice 
you have thereby done the empire, is beft fet forth in a royal mandate, which was 
immediately fent to PrsuTHNEs, directing him to affign the annual revenues of 
three large villages near Sardis for the perpetual maintenance of CreanpeR the 
Ephefian, and his heirs, “‘ in confideration, as well of his extraordinary merits, as 
of fome remarkable fervices’ he has, performed at the hazard of his fafety, the me- 
mory of which (adds the order) will live for ever in the chronicles of Perita.” -Even 
fome, who hitherto have not fhewn themfelves your friends, are not deficient in 
doing you juftice on this occafion. What then, my Creanper, doft thou think 


is the behaviour of thofe, who love and efteem thee, who have protected thee from 
calumny, and an{wered for thy fidelity and refolution to the face of thy enemies? 
Let me appeal to thine own heart, how thou canft imagine mine was affected on 
this event? I am fure no words I can ufe, will exprefs half the fatisfaction I feel on 


chy own and the public account. 


Before I enter upon any new matter, give me leave to fay a little with regard to 
feem to be under, after having meddled in fo dangerous an 
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appreheniions you 
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intrigue, and your earneft defire to be recalled. As to the firft of thefe points, thou 
mayeft be extremely fecure, that a fecret of this nature is intrufted to very few ears. 
To deal plainly with thee, only two of the king’s minifters befides myfelf are ac- 
quainted with it; and care is taken, that the correfpondence relating to this bufinefs 
fhall not be regiftered in the archives, till a proper feries of years be elapfed, when 
polterity may benefit by the example, and the perfons of thofe concerned be removed 
from the reach of danger.. Nor can I think, that Crzon, however defigning and 
treacherous he may naturally be, will lofe the advantages he has reafon to expect 
from the king’s friendfhip, in order to facrifice thee at any time to the refentment 
of the Athenians; particularly if thou art careful -in managing his capricious hu- 
mour, and foothing his vanity. As to the fecond point, the king direGted me to 
tell you, that your experience in the affairs of Greece is fo neceflary for his fervice 
at this juncture, that he cannot think of your return home; but that he will, how- 
ever, endeavour to render your employment as fecure as poffible, by fending you a 
private commiffion, fealed with his own fignet, to be his agent at Athens, which, 
he believes, that itate will, in cafe of any accident, pay fome refpec&t to. For my 
own part, I am perfuaded, thy zeal for thy mafter’s fuccefs, and thy fubmiffion to 
his pleafure, will not permit thee to repine at a delay, which thy love for retirement 
may, perhaps, think likely to prove a long one. One thing I can affure thee, that 
fince thou art fo much bent upon a private life, I will endeavour to put an end to 
thy minifterial capacity, the moment I am convinced it will be no detriment to the 


public. 


he commiffioners of the marine have, at laft, fettled a project of a commercial 
treaty with PyrHon, who has fent it by an exprefs to Athens for the ratification of 
the affembly. I enclofe a copy of it for thy private ufe. Thou wilt obferve, that 
the fum ftipulated for reparation of damages is not a large one; but it is a fuffi- 
cient acknowledgment on the part of the republic, that many of theif captures were 
unwarrantable, and is as much as we could, in reafon, infift upon; for it will always 
be found impoffible in complaints of this nature, when two ftates negotiate on 
equal terms, to fatisfy the pretenfions of particular perfons, which are ufually efti- 
mated at an extravagant rate, without giving up points of a more national concern. 
I believe the claufes, which relate to the confirming and fettling the privileges, and 
regulating the behaviour of the Athenian traders in our ports, and the Phoenician 
and AXgyptian merchants in theirs, will meet with a pretty general approbation, as 
being alike beneficial and fair for all parties. But there is one article, which may 


: ry wee 4 
a-captains, and muft therefore be ftrenuoufly maintained by us; and the king has 
eclared to Pyruon, that the rejecting or altering it will overturn the whole affair. 


a 


rs 
not vifit our trading veffels, within any greater diftance than two leasues of an ene- 
my’s port; and then the commanding officer fhall call for and examine the mafter’s 
bill of lading and pafs from the praefe&t of the marine, to which he fhall give entire 
credit ; and in cafe he finds any prohibited commedities, as arms and ammunition, 
on board, they alone fhail be confifcated, and the fhip fuffered to proceed on ‘its 
voyage without farther arreft or moleftation. 


The purport of the article, which I allude to, is, that the Athenian gallies fhall 
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This regulation goes to the root of fo many evils and abufes, and is fo agreeable 
to natural juttice, and the law of nations, that | am perfuaded, you need no argu- 
ments I can furnifh you with, to defend it againft any objections, which CLEON can 
make to it. You muft exert all your influence, and all the weight of the king’s 
authority, to procure his intereft and concurrence towards obtaining the ratification 
of an atticle, which is looked upon here as the bafis and ground-work of the 


whole. 


Ll will add nothing farther on this head, than that if overtures fhould be thrown 
out of mixing any matters in this treaty, but fuch as have been already brought 
into difpute, you muft put an abfolute negative upon them, and fay, that a pro- 
pofal of that nature would be very ill refented here, 


I am not at all farprized,. that the news of our treating with the Spartan embaf 
fadors, gave an alarm at Athens. By this time it will be pretty well over; but f 
think CLeon very ill grounded in reprefenting it as a breach of faith in-us to treat 
with their enemies, when he knows what difficulties would have attended a clofer 
alliance with Athens, and how.much the king has reafon to refent feveral pro+ 
ceedings of his countrymen. Upon the whole, I think with you, that his warmta 
was rather affected than real; and that he is too ftrongly attached to:his own interett,. 
to part in hafte with the protection and fupport, which it is in the king’s power to 
afford him in any reverfe of fortune. Upon his return from his expedition, you 
may acquaint him, that the conferences with the Lacedzemonians are entirely clofed ; 
that it would have been want of common refpect towards the Spartan republic,, not 
to have given a fair hearing, at leaft, to what their ambaffadors had to: lay before 
us; but that their offers were fo unreafonable, that the king could not be perfuaded 
to unite his arms againft a ftate, for which (however ill advifed towards him their 
condu& had lately been) he ftill preferves. a great fhare of efteem and confidence. 
You may add, that it will now be his. own fault, if he does not fhew by his-ac- 
tions, that he is fincere in his. wifhes, to effect a nearer conjunction with Perfia. 
And for his farther encouragement to labour in fo good a work, you may affure 
him, that there is at prefent nothing in agitation to their prejudice. with the Lace- 
demonians, or any other of their enemies. In fhort, the whole drift of your dif- 
courfe muft be, to engage him. to enter into a debate with you, on fome particular 
prepofals for a treaty, which, if you can fettle between yourfelves, may afterwards 
be moved in the fenate, as a proper ground-work for a negotiation at Sufa the en-. 
faing winter. But you muft always infift upon the repeal of the two: articles in, 
Crmon’s peace (fo often mentioned) as a condition, without which the king will: 
hearken to nothing. With regard to.the proportion of fuccours on both fides, you 
mutt follow, as near as may be, the project delivered in by the king’s commifiioners 
to the Spartan. embaffadors, a copy of which was contained in my laft difpatch. 
One caution it is neeeflary you fhould be apprifed of, which is, that in your tranfae- 
tions with Crzon you are to.prefs the bringing thefe propofitions to fome maturity, 
with more or lefs eagernefs, according to the advices you fhall receive from ArTa- 
puErNes of his fuccefs at Sparta.;. for the king ftill perfifts in his intentions to de- 
clare in favour of that republic, as the lefs dangerous rival-to Perfia, if’ terms, in 
any degree advantageous, can be obtained. That Satrap will, in a few iit: oh 

orward 
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forward on his embaffy; he intends to crofs the Hellefpont at Abydus, and from 
thence purfue his journey through Thrace, Macedon, Theffaly, and Boeotia, into Pe- 
loponnefus. I have enclofed the letter from the king to the Lacedamonians, of 
which he is the bearer; and from thence you may judge the tendency of his in- 
{tru€tions. Whenever he informs you, that he finds no difpofition in the Lacedz- 
monians to comply with his offers, the king gives you leave in that extremity, and 
not elfe, to inform Cxzon of a defign greatly prejudicial to the interefts of Athens, 
which is-now forming amongft the chiefs of the allies; no lefs a one, than to deprive 
them of their colonies in Thrace. We are very well affured, that meafures are now 
concerting under-hand to march a body of forces into that country next {pring, un- 
der the command of Brasipas. A private agent from Sparta Is actually at the 
court of Macedon, endeavouring to detach Pzrprccas from his alliance with the 
Athenians, to which that prince is not very averfe, as he perceives their garrifons in 
Thrace are at prefent in a weak condition. A party is likewife ready at Amphipolis 
to throw off the Athenian government, as foon as they fee an army in the field 
ready to fupport them in the attempt. The difcovery of thefe important circum- 
ftances; accompanied in the king’s name with an offer of affiftance, whenever the 
Athenians are attacked in thofe quarters, muft convince them (or nothing can) that 
it is in the king’s power, as well by his intelligence, as his ftrength, to prove a very 
valuable ally to them, if they will but contribute towards fixing him in their in- 


terelts. 


As the king is very fenfible, that whatever outward turn things take between him 
and the republic of Athens, it will be highly important to. have a fecret friend in 
their councils; he refers it entirely to your prudence to offer Crron fromm him an 
annual gratification, in fuch a proportion, as fhall make him entirely ours; and he 
will faithfully perform any terms you fhall engage for. 


I have now, CLranpzEr, traced out the chief outlines of your conduct, both as it 
particularly relates to Athens, and as it is connected with ARTAPHERNESS nego- 
tiation at Sparta. Moft of the finifhing ftrokes muft be left to your joint judg- 
ments in the fcene of action. The king thinks he may fecurely truft the moft effen- 
tial interefts of his crown and_empire.in the hands of two minifters, whofe abili- 
ties, diligence, and fidelity he has fo often experienced. Farewel. 


P, 


ARTAXERXES to the King, Senate, and People of the LaceE- 


DHEMONIANS. 


T has been our conftant endeavour, during the whole courfe of our reign, not 
only to adhere fteadily to the alliances, in ‘which we engage ourfelves with fo- 
reign powers, but to ftrengthen thofe bands of amity by clofer ties with thofe, who 
at any time exprefs their good difpofitions towards our perion and empire. I 
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more do we think ourfelves indifpenfably obliged to protect our weak allies trom tM 
eerste gor LO a fe of that power, -wherewit 

encroachments of afpiring neighbours, and to make ufe of that power, wnerewit 
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Oromaspss hath bleffed us, not wrongfully to feize and lay wafte the dominions of 
other princes, but, as far as in us lies, to reprefs the injurious, and relieve the dif- 
treffed. ‘Upon thefe principles we have conftantly afforded a hofpitable reception 
to the different minifters you have fent to our court, and given a full and impartial 
hearing to the complaints, which they have in your name, and that of your allies, 
communicated to us of the ao and arbitrary proceedings of the Athenians, 
the ae you thought yourfelves under to declare war againft them, and your de- 
fire, that we fhould affift you in reftoring the balance of power in Greece, and 
fecuring the independency of every ftate. But we take this opportunity of remon- 
ftrating to you, that we have found thefe accounts fo varying and different from the 
relations given of the fame facts by the Athenians, that it has been impoffible for 
us to eeecon net on which fide the truth and equity of the caufe lay; and we truft no: 
confideration whatever fhall engage us to draw the fword, but on jutt and reafonable 
erounds. Your embaffadors befides have not agreed on the conceffions they were- 
at liberty to grant us, though the queftion concerned indif raul rights, derived to. 
us-from the foundation of our monarchy, which were by violence extorted from us, 
and which, by the bleffling of Oromaspzs, whilft we poffefs one foot cf this extended 
empire, ve are. determined to preferve our claim to. For thefe and other motives. 
we have, by the advice of our feven counfellors, difpatched to you the fatrap Ar-. 

TAPHERNES, One of that number, to receive any propofals and accounts you fhall 
think fit to lay before us, to acquaint you in return with our intentions, and to bring 
back to us your determinate and final refolution. He has been employed in the: 
weightieft matters of ftate by our royal father and ourfelves ; and both by his birth,., 
capacity, and fervices, is entitled to the moft honourable reception you can beftow. 
And we do affure you, that whatever marks of regard you fhall exprefs on his ac- 
count, fhall be confidered as the ftrongeft proofs you can. give, of your refpect 
towards us, and your affection to the general welfare of our empire, 


The firft of the moon Churdad., big’ 
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CRATIPPUS to CLEANDER. 


HERE is no prejudice more frequent, CLeanpDER, nor at the fame time more: 
# unjuft or ungenerous, than that we are apt to conceive againft the charaéters, 
of thofe, who have been active in oppofition to us, either on national or perfonal 
accounts. The moft confummate abilities and integrity, in fuch circumftances, are 
never fecure from the moft virulent reproach; and the ‘partiality of mankind, as it 
often beftows reputation for ridiculous or abfurd reafons, fo it denies it for felf-inte- 
refted, or falfe ones. Thus precarious is the good opinion of the world; thus con- 
temptible the paffion for it! 


tT am 
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I am led into thefe thoughts by what occurred to me the other day, as I was fur- 
veying the temple of Minerva Cuatcracus inthis city. “ Pray, faid I to m 
companion, did not Arrsromenes the Meflenian dedicate a fhield here to the God- 
deis, with an infcription fignifying it was taken from the Spartan fpoils?” It fur- 
prized me a good deal to find him backward in anfwering a queftion-of mere heed- 
lefs curiofity, which, I declare to thee, carried no other meaning in it, than the 
words imported. ‘ I don’t fee any fuch ornament, continued I with my former in- 
advertence, among the offerings.” ‘ No, cried my grave friend, it would have 
been a difgrace to Sparta, and an injury to Minerva, not to have deftroyed the 
fmalleft memorial of that rebel’s vanity.” ‘The epithet of rebel beftowed on one, 
whofe family had been royal, while Meffene was a kingdom, and the imputation of 
vanity on him, who was an unaffected lover of his country, and the humbleft of all 
great men in his general deportment, made fuch an impreffion on me, that I could 
have been very eloquent in his defence, if the place and feafon would have permitted 
it, or the man, had been capable of feeling it. At laft I determined in my own 
mind, to appeal from the narrow and opinionated underftanding of a Lacedzemonian, 
to the enlarged and penetrating judgment of Creanper. Perhaps you may think, 
that a fpirit of extreme good nature, or furly contradiétion, has drawn me into an 
unreafonable panegyric; and if you have heard but little of the hiftory of this ex- 
traordinary genius, or unfavourably of it, you may imagine, that while other peo- 
ple unite in admiring THeszus, Cyrus, Leonipas, or THemistrocies, I would 
earneftly contend for an hero of my own chufing, for a portrait of my own painting. 
But I befeech you to defpife thefe prejudices, at leaft to fufpend them for a 
moment. 


The Meffenians are a people of the beft natural fenfe and courage I have ever 
been acquainted with, and. even in flavery give continual proofs of their capacity 
for enjoying liberty, as well as the juftice of their claim to it. I have converfed 
with many of them, who are defcended of a noble race, and are fo harraffed by the 
Spartans, as to be conftrained to the drudgery of Helots. Under all thefe oppref- 
fions they ftill retain a magnanimity, which may break out one day or other to the 
ruin of this ftate. They refpect the memory of Aristomenes as much as their 
mafters can deteft_it, and are careful to inform their youth in all the circumftances 
of his life and actions, that, when a fair opportunity offers, they maybe excited to 
an emulation of him. For this reafon they celebrate his birth-day with joy, lament- 
ing at the fame time the unhappy iffue of his endeavours. About forty years after 
the entire reduction of Meffenia, (when the inhabitants were annually conftrained to 
bring half the produce of their lands to Sparta, and to attend, without any diftinc- 
tion of age or fex, at the funeral of the Lacedamonian kings and fenators) in the 
34th Olympiad, AristomeEnes fhone out to the honour of his country, and of hu- 
man kind. With every good quality, that could engage the attention of his fel- 


oo 
lows, and every improvement, that the {trength and quicknefs of his parts, though 
little cultivated, could acquire, he raifed a {pirit.in the people of Meffenia, and, as 
foon as it was ripe for a revolt, communicated his defigns to the Arcadians. ‘Vhey 
were old allies of the Meffenians, had fent them aids in their former wars againtt 
the Spartans, and received the intimation with pleafure. AR ISTOMENES loft no 
time; he put’ himfelf at the head of fuch troops as he could bring tegether, and 
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with equ: “ in ey and {kill ftood, his ground againft the enemy.- His little array 
entitled him their king, but he forbad them to give him any name, except that’ of 
ceneral. aha though | it is affirmed, that he fhewed amazing in{ftances of his military 


genius in me firft battle near Dera, yet he was fo induftrious in diftinguifhing the 
1 


nerit of inferior officers, and imputing the victory to them, that he at once removed 
all envy Be ym himfelf, and infpired his foldiers with new vigour. Restated after 
this he came to Sparta by night, and gave his fhield to MINE » praying for the 
profperity of an injured: people. The Lacedzmonians in che mean time confulted 
the oracle, doubtful of the event, on ae both their honour and fecurity. depended... 
They were ordered to feek a*general from Athens. The At henians commiffioned 
the blind poet and fchooi-mafter Tyrtazus to go to them, in contempt of this. 
requeft, as well as in confummation of the oracle. They thought no body could 

afift them lefs, at a feafon, when they never wanted a commander more, But the 

conjecture of that jealous republic was a miftaken one. It is faid, the eulogies of: 
Tyrraeus roufed the valor of the Spartans; and that they were not fo mich in- 
debted to the experience and conduct of their officers, as to the fire and numbers of: 
his poetry. For my own part, I have always looked upon this part.of the ftory as. 
fabulous; fince the neceffity of the times muft operate more ftrongly on the minds. 
of that brave and illiterate people, than the raptures of the fineft verfe; and becaufe 
in fact it appeared, that Tyrvragus neither retarded the progrefs, nor prevented the- 
victories of ARIsTOMENES. It would be endlefs to recite the difficulties this great 
man ftruggled through ; the complete triumphs he gained; the feveral-aéts of per- 
fonal valour he perfor med; the turn that fortune took at laft in favour of the Spar- 
tans; the difperfion of many exiled Meffenians into different parts of the. world; 
the colonies they founded; and, after all, the tranquillity, with which he clofed the- 
evening of his days at Rhodes, in the palace of his fon-intlaw Demacerus. 


There are, however, two or three accidents. of his life, which deferve a partiewar 
enlargement. During the courfe of the war, he frequently made excurfions into 
Laconia, with {mall bodies of men, and one day fell into an ambuth, which might 
probably have put an end to his life, and been fatal to the liberties of his country- 
men. He had no lefs than half the troops of Lacep#mon. to encounter, which he 


did with furprizing dexterity and prefence of mind;;but in. the middle of the en- 


gagement he was ftunned to the ground by.a ftone aimed at him froma fling, and 
fifty of his men were taken prifoners with him. The Spartans foon determined, what 
to do with them; and accordingly they were all thrown into.a deep cave, not as ho- 
nourable enemies, but rebellious traitors. All his companions were killed in the- 
fall: he alone efcaped; the guardian Deity of Meffene protected a life.fo important 
to the interefts of it. He lay there three aoe on the dead heaps of his friends, co-. 
vered round in his garments, and expected a erine death with his ufual magna- 


nimity.. On the third day he was waked out of a gentle fleep by a noife he heard, 


that caufed him to rife and look about him. He faw a fox coming in through a 


fmall paffage to prey upon the carcafles. When it ftood within his reach, he fud- 
denly caught hold of its tail, and’ as it offered to. bite him, put his cloak into its 
mouth. Then he fuffered the creature to drag him through the narrow way; and 
after fome time finding the light to come in, let j it go, and got out of the dungeon, 


to the inconceiveable joy of ‘the Meffenians, Thou feeft this {tory is rather to the 


2 credit 
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credit of his good fortune, than of his virtue; but the next is a memorable inftance 
of the laft. : 


Some virgins of Caryze were employed in ceremonies of religious duty to Diana. 
ARISTOMENES, with one of his foraging parties, took them, becaufe he thought the 
price of their ranfom would be confiderable, as they were of rich and noble families. 
In their way to Andania, where his refidence was, they lay one night in a petty 
village. His comrades, heated with wine and luft, offered great rudeneffes to them, 
and attempted to violate their chaftity. The confufion this occafioned alarmed him, 
and he went immediately amongft them; but perceiving, that neither his arguments 
nor authority had any weight, he drew his fword, ftabbed the moft furious with his 
own hand, marked the reft with infamy, and afferted the honour of the women; fo 
great was the feverity of hissmanners, and fuch were his exalted notions of con- 
tinence. Nor was the lenity of ArisromEnzs inferior to his juftice. After the 
enemy had taken Ira, and were plundering it, (which was a fatal blow to the Meffe- 
nians,) this unwearied general chofe five hundred men out of his army, and deter- 
mined to attack Sparta itfelf in the night. He propofed it to the Arcadians and 
their king. Three hundred offered themfelves on the fpot, and the fcheme was 
agreed to. But the execution of it was deferred till the next day, becaufe the au- 
fpices were not favourable. By that time the king had betrayed it to ANAXIMANDER 
the Spartan; and while his anfwer was returning, fome perfons, who fufpected the 
import of the packet, feized it in the very hands of the meflenger, and laid it 
before an affembly of the people. The Arcadians on a fhort deliberation refolved to 
ftone their prince, and after executing the fentence with their own hands, treated 
the body in the moft ignominious manner. As they were proceeding to this extre- 
mity, they intreated the Meffenians to affift them. ‘The looks of the whole croud 
were fixed on ArISTOMENES in eager expectation of his commands. He faid no- 
thing, turned his eyes on the ground, and burft into tears. 


Doft thou think, Cieanper, if an hiftorian had recorded the actions of this man, 
‘a poet fung his praifes, or the theatre of his glory proved nobler and more extended, 
that fuch virtues had ever been confined to the knowledge and admiration of the 
Meffenians, or the envy and detradtion of the Spartans? Would not his name have 
been continually ranked in all nations among the firft heroes of antiquity, and his 


chara¢ter placed in competition, unfortunate as he was, with the fuccelsful deliverers 
of mankind? 
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CLEANDER to SMERDIS. 


T HOU mayift remember, venerable Mage, that in the account, which I gave * 
thee of a converfation I had with Socrates on the banks of the river Iliffus,, 
I expreffed fome regret, that I could not then engage him in a deeper difcuffion of 
one principle, which he afferted with an air of the fulleft perfuafion, that of the 
immortality of the foul.. I need not tell thee, with what impatience I waited for an. 
opportunity to learn his intire fentiments upon a fubject of fuch importance. ‘This. 
fatisfaction I obtained yefterday, upon a very folemn occafion; and his difcourfe has 
filled my mind with fo agreeable a profpect of futurity, that it would be ungenerous. 
to confine within my own breaft the light he has diffufed over a doétrine, which it 
is fo highly the intereft of every good man, as. well as fo worthy the attributes of 
the great Onomaspss,. to be true. 


+ Axiocuus, a friend of mine, confiderable for his rank in this city, but ftilk 
more fo for his integrity and amiable qualities, being feized with a very dangerous. 
diftemper, I went to. pay him a vifit; and, to my great furprize,, found his mind as. 
difordered as his body, from the apprehenfions of inftant death, which, under the: 
confufion of thought, occafioned by the feverity of his difeafe, appeared to him no- 
thing lefs than the abfolute extinétion.of his being. In this view,, even the confci- 
oufnels of a long courfe of years, fpent in the practice of the moft diffufive bene- 
volence, could give him no adequate confolation; and the dread of finking into: 
nothing, to which human nature has a natural and unconquerable reluétance,. ren- 
dered this laft fcene of the good man’s life very unfuitable to the ferenity and beauty. 
of all the former. 


Crinras his fon, moved with this diftrefs, requefted Socrates.to-vifit his father. 
and to fhew the advantage of true philofophy in a circumftance, which, of all others,: 
mott requires the folid fupports of reafon. Socrates entered foon after I came to: 
Axiocuus, and began. to difpel his fears of death, as.of the final. period.of our exe. 
iftence, with an uncommon force of argument,.and. energy of expreffion. “ The: 
powers and perfeCtions of the human. foul,. faid he, are an invincible demontftration. 
of its divine and immortal nature. For it could not. have raifed itfelf to fuch an: 


* See Letter LIT. 


+ See the third dialogue of Ziscurnes, the Socratic philofopher; publifhed by Monfieur Ls; 
Crerc, 1711, in 8vo. Purywicus, cited by Puorius in his Bibliotheca, Cod. CLVIII. tells us,. 
that thefe dialogues, and others, which are loft, were afcribed by fome to Socrates himfelf. How- 
ever it is allowed, that Aiscu1nes wasa faithful reporter of that philofopher’s doStrine; whereas 
Prato, on the other hand, indulged his own fancy, and publifhed many things under Socrares’s 
name, which, it is certain, he never faid. Vide Arisrip. Oration. Platon. P. 367.. Edit, Canteri. 


exalted 
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exalted height in executing the greateft affairs, fo as to defpife the ftrenoth even of 
brute creatures, though far fuperior to our own, to pafs over feas, build cities, 
found commonwealths, contemplate the heavens, view the revolutions of the ftars, 
the courfes of the fun and moon, their rifings and fettings, their eclipfes and imme- 
diate reftoration to their former ftate, the equinoxes add folitices, the fignifications 
of the pleiades concerning winter and fummer, the winds and defcents of fhowers, 
and the unfeafonable ftorms and whirlwinds ; and to foretel for ever, by certain rules, 
what fhall happen in the natural world: thefe things, I fay, the foul could never do, 
unlefs it were really poffefied of a divine fpirit, by which it can extend its know- 
ledge to fo amazing a.degree, and comprehend within its view the whole compals of’ 
nature. It is impoffible therefore, that fuch a being, allied to, and refembling the: 
Deity itfelf, fhould ceafe to exift, by any change made in the body, or even the 
total diffolution of it. No, Axrocuus, you will not fink into the abyfs of oblivion 
and non-exiftence, but be raifed to a ftate of immortality; nor will any of your 
rational delights be taken from you, but you will enjoy them more perfectly. Your 

leafures will have no tincture of this mortal body, but always continue pure and 
unallayed. When you are difengaged from this prifon, you will be tranflated to a 
world, where there is.neither labour, nor forrow, nor the infirmities and decays of 
age. You will enjoy there a ftate of tranquillity and freedom. from all evil; and be: 
enabled to contemplate nature, and ftudy philofophy, not for the fake of the mul- 
titude and the public, but out of regard to truth alone, and the fatisfaction refulting 


from the purfuit of it.” 


Axtocnus, ftruck with the charms of this difcourfe, cried out; “ You. have- 
drawn me over, SocRaTEs, to your opinion. Iam now difengaged from my former: 
weaknefs, and become a new man.. I am now no longer fearful of death, but am- 
bitious of it, and impatient for it.” ‘ I congratulate you, replied Socrares, upon 

our conviction of this noble principle; a principle of the higheft advantage to us 
through all the circumftances of life, but moft eminently fo in the fituation you are 
in. And now,, if you have the curiofity to hear a more particular defcription of the 


other ftate, I will give it you, as it was reprefented to me by Gorryas the mage. 
He told me, that at the time of Xzrxes’s expedition into Europe,, his grandfather, 
who was of the fame name with himfelf, being fent to Delos, in order to fecure that 
ifland, learned there from: certain books of brafs, brought by Opis and Ecarrcus 
from the Hyperboreans, that the foul, after it is freed from the body, goes, into an 
invifible place beneath the earth, the realm of Pruro. The Porch of Life, which 
leads to the palace of the monarch, is fortified with iron bolts and bars, beyond 
which lie the rivers Acheron and Cocytus; and beyond them the Plain of Truth, 
where fit the judges Minos and Roapamantuus. ‘Thefe examine every one, who 
comes, what manner of life he has led in this mortal ftate; and it is impoffible for 
him to return a falfe anfwer. Whoever therefore has followed the impulfes of his 
good genius in this life, is placed in the feats of the good and pious. Here the 
air is always tempered with the gentle beams.of their own fun; the feafons produce 
all their ftores with unbounded profufion. Here the fountains fow with the moft 
limpid ftreams, the meadows fmile with all the variety of beautiful flowers. Here 
are {chools of philofophers, theatres of poets, and the moit clegant concerts of 
mufic and dancing. In fhort,, here are all the blifsful {Cenes.of: immortal happiness, 
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and undifturbed a and tranquillity. 


But on the other hand, whoever has led a 
vicious lite, is hu 


ed aw ay by t the furies through Tartarus into Erebus and Chaos. 
There is the feat of the impious, the pitchers of Danavs’s daughters, which are 
never filled, the everlatting tl hirft of Tantatus, Lairyus with his bowels ever con- 
fuming, and Sisypuus rolling up the ftone with endlefs and unavailing labour. In 
a word, here the wicked are tortured with all the forms of punifhment to all eter- 
nity. This is the account, which I heard from Gopryas: you, AxiocHus, may 
pafs what judgment you pleafe upon it. roe I only know this from the unerring 
principles of reafon, that the foul is immortal; and that the good habits, which it 
has contracted-in this world, will prove the fource of the motte refined happinefs to 
it in the future. Reft therefore affured, my friend, that whether yon are placed 
abowe or below, you muft be happy, fince you have lived virtuoufly.”. ‘ How, So- 

CRATES, fhall 1 ex aS my gratitude, rejoined Axrocnus? Thou haft more than 
fearea me to life; thou haft raifed me to immortality... 1 fhall now wait with plea- 


fure that crifis, hie you have taught me to confider as the birth of a new and 
mobler ftate of exiftence.” 


Venerable Smerpis, I returned home full of adoration of the fupreme wifdom 
and goodnels of ORomaspEs; who has endowed human nature with powers and fa- 
culties, capable of perpetual improvement through an infinite duration, while every 
new object, in the boundlefs fyitem of the Nriterae will prove to it an inexhautftible 
fund of the moft exquifite fatisfaction. Since therefore the inftinéts, the defires, and 
the pe oe interwoven in our very frame, and the dictates of the moft culti- 
‘vated reafon, fhew me, that I am neceflarily to exift to eternity ; and fince I feel, 
that the happinefs of every intelligent being in every point of its exiftence depends 
upon the rectitude of its difpofition ; I am refolved, from this moment, to govern 
myfelf in a manner tuitable to the importance of thefe motives. By this means I 
fhall enjoy all the prefent advantages of a right conduét; and foften the uneafy cir- 
cumitances, to which my peculiar fituation, as well as the general condition of man- 
kind expoie me, with this affurance, that virtue ftands upon an everlafting bafis, 


fecure in its own nature, as well as from the immediate protection of the all- -power- 
ful Oromaspzs. Farewel. 


B. 
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Y brother Hiprras has tranfmitted to me from Ephefus thy letter containing 
the king’s inftructions, in return to the difpatches, which I fent by Cuari- 
No one, potent lord, can entertain a ftronger fenfe of gratitude than myfelf 

for that gracious acceptance, with which my royal mafter hath ever deigned to ho- 

nour the fervices of his faithful flave. Permit me to fay, that if the execution of my 


orders 


CLES. 
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orders can claim any merit, it is owing to the fortunate conjuncture of affairs, which: 
infpires, and the mafterly pen of Gosryas, which enforces them with fach ftrength. 
and clearnefs, not to the genius or addrefs of CLEAnpER. Lay me, I befeech thee, 
at the footftool of ArTaxerxgs, and reprefent, in more refpeétful terms than I am 
able to invent, what I feel for this laft and moft durable inftance -of his princely: 
liberality, which is as much beyond my merit, as beyond my defires. The affur- 
ances thou haft been pleafed to give me of the entire fecrecy, with which this whole 
tranfaction relating to Crron has been managed, fets me fi 


! free from many apprehen- 
fions |*had, perhaps too haftily, given way to, of its being difcovered by the pene- 
trating eyes of the agents, wl 


10m this ftate employs in all quarters. But I mutt 
own, the paffionate capricious humour. of Creon ftill keeps me in perpetual alarms, 
left, if the Perfian. miniftry fhould not anfwer. his expectations in their public con- 
duct, or feed his avarice with fufficient fupplies, he may-turn the edge of. his refent- 
ment againift the. perfon, who engaged him in meafures, which he will then fancy. 
inconvenient, and cut him off by a more fummary way than a judicial proceeding. 
I can however affure thee, that it is not fo much any danger. to myfelf,. which oc- 
cafions the uneafinefs. of my. prefent fituation, as the footing I am upon with regard 
to my. former friends,, many of whom being in the faction oppofite to Cron; and 
having formerly protected me from his malicious attempts, behave towards me with 
great coolnefs and referve, fince the difcovery,they pretend to have made,. that I am 
become one of his moft intimate confidents.. They charge me with nothing lefs 
than ingratitude, ficklenefs, and throwing off my old principles ; and impute to bafe 
and. mercenary views. the part, which my duty to the king obliges me to ac. 


\ Puttemon has not for fome time unbofomed himfélf to me with: that. amiable 
freedom, which he ufed; and upon my entering the other day into. an expoftulation 
with-him upon this fubjec&t, he replied, that he was not apt to conceive fufpicions 
lightly againft any, who had once fixed themfelves in his good opinion; but there 
were fome things in my late behaviour, which appeared. to him wholly unaccount- 
able ; and though he would not afcribe them to the motives, which fome ventured 
to affign, he muft tell me plainly, whilft thefe reafons fubfifted, he could not con- 
verfe with me on the fame terms.as formerly. Iendeavoured to juftify ‘myfelf in 
regard to my late familiarity. with Crieon, which I knew Puitemon alluded to, by 
faying, that he had firft made overtures of friendihip, and performed feveral sood- 
natured offices,. in. the way of trade, towards my brother and his family at -Ephefus. 
But the. fequel of our difcourfe fhewed, that expoitulations do not fucceed. fo well 
amoneft friends.as lovers, and I left him with much-concern. It-has been told me, > 
that feveral of the moft zealous of his party were very earneft with him to enter a 
declaration in the Archon’s court, that he no longer looked upon himfelf as my pa- 
tron; but the humane old man rejected that.motion with warmth. 


Imagine not, potent Lord, that.I. have faid. thus. much with the moft.diftant 
view of declining to obey the kine’s orders about my farther refidence in this city. 
v 3 oO Py, 2 E ; y ‘ca : e 
I know my duty too well, to difpute his commands.one moment; and if he thinks 
fo infignificant an agent, as myfelf, in any deoree conducive to his fervice, I lay my 
10 2 5 2 ) J 5 Bia ee. z 
head in the duft before him, and fubmit without reluétance. But ‘amidft’ thefe 
perplexities, thy protection, generous minifter, is my fureft. fupport. ’Tis.on that 


alone: 
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alone I do and muft depend, to releafe me from an employment, wherein I labour 
under peculiar difadvantages. 


But it is fit this perfonal detail fhould no longer interrupt the threed of public 
tranfactions, which I haften to lay before thee. 


The idle prefages of the adverfe party are now mentioned with great contempt, . 
who from two eclipfes, which happened juft before Crzon’s embarkation, ventured _ 
to foretel, that the armies of the republic would never be fuccefsful, whilft fo 
worthlefs and dangerous a citizen was invefted with the chief command of them. 
That favourite fuperftition of turning the regular operations of nature into omens of 
approaching calamities, has gradually loft ground for fome years at Athens; and 
having been exploded in the fchools of philofophers, will foon become an object of 
ridicule with the multitude, however tenacious they are apt to be of the prejudices 
of childhood. When this ill-boding fpirit lately difplayed itfelf, I told Crzon, 
that if he found’it made the fame impreffion upon his forces, which it did formerly 
upon thofe of Psricrzs; he might once in his life be obliged to the example of his 
predeceffor for a remedy to the evil. An eclipfe of the fun unfortunately fell out, 
as that great general was preparing to fail on an important expedition: the whole 
fleet was feized with a pious confternation; every body cried out, that the Gods 
were difpleafed with the management of affairs, and fatal might be the confequences 
of joining battle with their enemies, before they had appeafed the offended Deities. 
Peazicres obferving, that his own pilot fhewed more concern than the reft, fent for 
him upon deck, and before he was aware blind-folded him with his garment, in the 
prefence of the crew; and then afked the fellow, whether he thought that fhort de- 
privation of fight the token of any mifchief to himfelf. The pilot bluntly anfwered, 
No. ‘ Why then, replied Pericizs, do you imagine, that the interpofition of one 
coeleftial body before another foretels any misfortune to your country ?” This fami- 


liar illuftration was adapted to the-capacity of the hearers, and, 1 well remember, 
produced a marvellous good effect. 


When Crron returned from Sphaéteria, he entered the harbour to the found of 
flutes and other mufical inftruments; his fhips being adorned with trophies, the 
ftatues of the Gods at the fterns crowned with garlands, and the foldiers on board 
drawn up in order of battle. In dropping anchor at the mole of the Piraeus, he 
made a libation to Neprunsz in the fight of the whole city, who came out to meet 
him. At his landing, the multitude faluted him with repeated fhouts, whilft ac- 
companied by DemostuHeEnzs, and the other principal officers, he paffed along 
through two rows of foldiers to the Prytaneum. During the proceffion, the faireft 
hands in Athens were employed in pouring the moft fragrant effence on his hair, and 
{trewing the way before him with flowers. The prifoners followed in chains two 
and two. The magiftrates received him at the Prytaneum, where they offered up a 
hecatomb to Mars; and the whole ceremonial was concluded by a fumptuous en- 
tertainment at the charge of the public, which lafted till late in the night. 


The next morning CLron harangued the affembly in very pompous terms on their 
fuccefs, which he extolled beyond the victories of Marathon and Platea, “ fince in 


this, 


MPHENTEAN LETTER & 417 


this, he faid, they had fought againft the bravett of the Greeks, and depended en- 
tirely on their own natural {trength; whereas in the former actions they contended 
_with pufillanimous and undifciplined troops, and fhared the glory in common with 
the reft of their allies.” He then propofed:the fate of the Spartan captives to their 
determination. After fome debates it was decreed, “ that they fhould remain. pri- 
foners, till the peace was concluded, and be maintained at the coft of the ftate; but 
in fale chs Peloponnefians made another irruption into Attica, they fhould be put 
to death.” 


The anfwer of Menas, one of thefe captives, is much talked of, who being afked 
infultingly by an Athenian officer, whether their companions, who fell in the field 
of battle, were not the bravett amongft them? anfwered with a Laconic phlegm, 
** that an arrow would be a very valuable thing, if it could diftinguifh a gallant 
man from a coward;” intimating not only, that there was no difference between 
thofe who were killed, and thofe who furrendered; but that the Athenians had never 
ventured to attack them fword in hand. 


Thou, who art minifter to a prince, who can, without depopulating his provinces, 
{pend the lives of thoufands of his fubjects, in fupport of his own dignity, and the 
honour of his empire, muft be furprized to hear, what effec the lofs of three hun- 
dred citizens has had at Sparta. Notwithftanding the haughty manner, in which 
their laft ‘propofals were received, a herald arrived here lately from thence with a 
letter to the Athenians, earneftly defiring a peace, and offering fome more towns to 
obtain one; but a large majority in the affembly carried it for an{wering, that they 
would not hearken to an accommodation, unlefs they might keep Pylus; a condi- 
tion, to which nothing but the extremeft neceflity can ever reduce the republic of 


Lacedzemon. 


The credit and power of Ciron receives new luftre from the ineffectual expedi- 
tion of Nictas to Corinth. That general landed in a bay within a few leagues of 
the city, near which he had an obftinate encounter with a large body of Corin- 
thian forces ; and though he claims the honour of the day, (the enemy being obliged 
to retire, and Barus a general officer killed) yet he thought it more advifeable to re- 
imbark his men the following night; and having made fome incurfions near Epi- 
daurus, and built a fort on the Ifthmus, is returned hither with his {quadron. If 


thou defireft further particulars, they are contained in the enclofed paper, which 
comes from a good hand. 


fembly being convened on fome bufinefs of confequence, waited for his coming two 


418 ATHENIAN LETTERS. 


delighted by thefe flights, burft out into a loud laugh, and adjourned to another 
time. 


arrived, there was great art and induftry employed by the trierarchs and ‘their friends. 
to excite a general clamour agai 
chant fhips; and-CLzon himfelf feemed aifpofed to infift upon the taking off the 

es, I difeufled that point with him very thoroughly, and 
that the true-fource of all the objections to-the treaty 


a} < if 
reftraint of two lea 
proved beyond contrad 


oh 


My 
arofe from the ftop, which it would put to the rapine and extortion of their fea-ofh- 
cers, whofe private gains ought not to be brought into competition with the eenerak 


intereft and fecurity of the trade of both nations. My reafons were fo fuccefsful, 
that he promifed me to ufe his beft endeavours, that all the articles without excep- 
tion fhould be confirmed; only he preffed, that another might be added, for the 
better difcovering and punifhing the authors of counterfeit bills of lading and paffes. 
I thought the motion quite reafor able, and affifted in framing-an article to that pur- 
pofe, which I hope will meet with my royal mafter’s approbation. 


Crron has kept his word, and really taken very laudable pains to remove the pre- 


judices, that were raifed againft forme claufes of the treaty; which, -however, upon 
the whole, gives great fatisfaction to the merchants here *. 


The affembly have confirmed it by a decree, which is fent to their agent at, the 
Perfian court, who is inftruéted to receive the king’s oath for the obfervance of the 
conditions, and require, that the Athenian merchants fhould be immediately put in 
poffeffion of the privileges, which they are to ‘enjoy by virtue of the treaty. I muft 
do Pyruon the juftice to fay, that on this occafion he has aéted the part of a mi- 
nifter, who thought it his duty to preferve a good underftanding, and keep matters 
even between both ftates; and fubmit it to your better judgment, potent Lord, 
whether for his future encouragement you fhould not take notice of his candid and 
impartial dealing in an affair, which a malicious and ill defigning inftrument might. 
have entangled with many difficulties. 


, LT have conferred with Creo upon the other points of my imftructions, and find 
him very defirous to be inftrumental inftrengthening this ftate by a clofer alliance 
with Perfia. He told me, as foon as I ftarted the point, that the people would ne- 
ver repeal the two articles of Cimown’s treaty by exprefs words; but if we could 
cree on fome expedient to anfwer the fame end more indirectly, he would ufe his 
beft endeavours to-make it pafs, though he doubted even that would. meet with a 


* It is much to be lamented, that this treaty of commerce, which would have given us- farther 
light into the trade and navigation of thofe potent ftates, Athens and Perfia, is only alluded to in the 


orrefpondence, and not preferved entire. 


€ I do not find, that Mr. Barpeyrac, in his accurate Col- 
leGion of Ancient Treaties, has given us the leaft hint of it; but if that learned profeffor fhould 
publifh another edition of his valuable performance, I dare fay he will enrich it with the particulars 
recited in the difpatches of Curanpur and Gozryas, from whence many curious inferences may be 
dra Note by the Tranflator. t . 


1 warm 
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warm oppofition. I anfwered, it would # difficult to ftrike out a medium upon a 
point, wherein both parties'thought their reputation and intereft fo nearly con- 

cerned ; and that it apie the Athenians to confider, .whether they would not gain” 
fo confiderable an ally as the king at an eafy rate, by giving eae him, with a good 

grace; what he had, at the prefent juncture, in as, power to feize, without afling 

their confent, Not to tire thee with a needlefs detail, after turning the fubjec& oyer 

in our thoughts, we conceived, that an article to the following wonpele fe might’an- 

fwer the king’s intention, and not fhock the delicacy. of the affembly. “« By the, 

prefent treaty all ancient jurifdictions, rights, and privileges of both the contracting 

parties fhall be confirmed and fecured.”. But I added, “ that as my inftructions 
directed me to infift upon an exprefs annulling of thofe difhonourable claufes in 
Crmon’s peace, I did not think myfelf at liberty to accept this expedient, as an 
adequate fatisfaction to the king, or to give any hopes of its being agreed to in 
Perfia: I could only tranfmit it to the minifters, and expect their ties orders on 
the point.” 


There hkewife paffed fome converfation between us on the fuccours, which the 
republic would require the king to furnifh, befides a fleet of an hundred ga lleys. 
He infifts, that an army be formed on the Hellefpont to cover their dominions in 
Thrace, though I could not difcover, that he was under any immediate apprehenfion 
of their being attacked. : 


He told me at parting, that he intended to communicate the fubftance of this 
conference to fome of his friends, who had greateft weight amongft the people; and 
when it had been more minutely and thoroughly confidered, would give me another 
meeting. ‘Thou mayeft be affured, I fhall prefs this matter no farther, till I-hear 
‘the refult of ArTAPHERNES’s negotiation at Sparta. There will be always matter 
enough in referye to break off upon, whenever it fhall be judged expedient. Crzon 
profefied to me feveral times with great warmth, that he fhould think it the ereateft 
honour and happinefs of his life to deferve the good opinion of fo generous and great 
a prince as ARTAXERXES, and to cure that averlion, which his countrymen had con- 
tracted to the very name,of a Perfian. At the fame time he hoped, from the king’ s 
juftice and humanity, that if ever the malice of his enemies prevailed, which in a’ 
commonwealth fo given to change was putting no improbable cafe, he might find a 
dafe retreat in his dominions. I hope I did not exceed my inftructions by affuring 
him, that whenever fuch a reverfe of fortune (which would be a ears ftroke to both 
ftates). did befal him, he might depend on a reception proportionate to his merir, 
and to the fervices which he had it in his power to perform. 


Since thou art pleafed to rely upon my opinion as to the ann al gratifications, 
which he will expect from our court, I am confident the fum of fifty bey talents of 
gold, regularly paid, will fix him entirely in our intereft; and it is muc fe be de- 
fired, that his vanity may be fo far indulged, as to receive now and then from the 
king a letter in approbation of his conduct t; a jewel, or fome fuch perfonal mark 
of favour. 


Hhh2 But 
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But let me alfo forewarn thee, potent lord, that though a love of money is a pre+ 
dominant paffion with our friend, whofe continual expences are much larger than. 
his annual income, or the profits of the public employments, which are conferred. 
upon him, can fupport; a {trong and unbridled refentment is ano lefs diftinguifhing 
part of his character. And I think him very capable, out of mere vexation at being 
duped, when he thinks himfelf mot fecure of our alliance, to take a turn equally 
violent and oppofite; and to {trike up a fudden peace with Sparta, that he may af- 
terwards have his revenge upon Perfia. For as he finds it his intereft to keep Athens 
engaged in.a war, he will not much concern himfelf, whether the objects of it be 
Greeks or Barbarians ; and a rupture with the latter is a caufe more univerfally ap- 
proved. 


ju ilance and induftry of ArrapHEeRrnes and Crarippus-to keep, 
the Spartans. fteady to their engagements, and prevent any exclufive accommodation 
with Athens from taking effect. But thou muit be fenfible, that though a great 
deal of pains is requifite to preierve things in an unnatural courfe, (as, to fpeak 
truth, a league between one of the moit powerful Grecian ftates and our empire may 
juftly be called) the flighteft event, the moft unforefeen revolution ef affairs, is fuffi- 
cient to bring them back to their natural channel. Upon a careful perufal of thy 
laft difpatch, I find no inftructions in what manner I fhall behave towards Cron, 
+n cafe an alliance is concluded with Sparta; and yet it will be very neceflary to in- 
form me with the utmoft fpeed, in what terms I fhall palliate or explain fuch a mat- 
ter to him, which he will infallibly look upon as a breach of thole affurances and 
hopes thow haft warranted me to give him. 


noble fcribe,. that. befides the proper methods of carrying ona war; 
in conjunction with either of. the republics, which fhall purchafe our friendfhip by: 
the moft advantageous terms, thou muft have confidered of fome fcheme for a ge- 
neral pacification in this country, whenever affairs fhall take that turns And as it 
muft, in all probability, be concluded under the king’s arbitration, give me leave to 
recommend it to him, to infift upon it as an effential condition, that all the Grecian 


{rates fhould be left to the enjoyment of their own laws and liberties*. 1 know there 
is nothing, which the two principal commonwealths dread fo much, as to be de- 
prived of that authority they now exercife over the leffer ftates, which is indeed ne- 
ceffary for the union and common fafety of the country.. At the fame time nothings 
will carry a more popular found with it,. than to eftablifh an univerfal independency. 
over Greece, nor have more the appearance of equity, than that ‘every-city from 
the greateft to the leaft fhould enjoy an equal portion of. liberty. 


* The peace of Antalcidas concluded about thirty years after, under the arbitration of ArTa-- 
xerxes Mnemon, was formed upon the plan recommended in this letter by CLuanper, ~Thofe, wha 
are acquainted with the Roman flory, muf recolle&, that Q. FLAMINIvS, after driving the Macedo 
nians out of Greece, purfued’the fame policy, which by giving the fenate a pretext to interpofe in 
very difference, how immaterial foever, that arofe among fo many independent difunited ftates, foon 
ught them all under the Roman yoke. ‘Thefe two examples, I muft confefs, heighten my opinion 
} judgment and fagacity. Note by the Tranflator. 
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Thou art too fagacious, experienced minifter, not to perceive, that this is the 
fureft method of weakening the general ftrength of Greece, and fowing the feeds of 
perpetual divifion amongft its inhabitants; for the weakeft muft, upon every occa- 
fion, call in the afliftance of Perfia, and appeal with eagernefs to the mediation of 
its prince, who, without the leaft expence of blood or treafure, will have the fatis- 
faction of dictating laws to thofe, who refufed to receive them from the moft power- 
ful of his predeceffors, and reign in grandeur and tranquillity fecure from the danger 
ef any confederated invafion of their territories. Farewell, 


From Athens the igth of the month Boedromion. 
PR. 


reek ee hs Cll Ve, 


CRATIPPUS to CLEANDER. From Sparta. 


Ca HE. refolution.taken by the fupreme council to fend one of their own number 
to this city does great honour to thofe reprefentations, I have lately ventured 
to lay before them. I faw very clearly, that Nicanper,, who in truth had alone 
the fecret of the embafly, was not to be treated with, The ridiculous prejudice 
about Greeks and Barbarians entirely takes up his little mind, befides. that he is 
attached to a. powerful faction here, who would redeem the prifoners of Sphaéteria- 
at the price of almoft any peace. My friend Brasipas has put himfelf at the head 
of the oppofite party: the military glory, which he acquired in the late campaigns, 
is much heightened by a charaéter of juftice and humanity, which all agree to give 
him, and which has induced feveral of the Athenian allies to open their gates to 
him, and become the friends-of his ftate. Thus qualified, he has projected a noble 
revenge for the affront at Pylos, and hopes his attempt upon the enemy’s rich fettle- 
ments in Thrace will more than compenfate the lofs of an handful. of Spartan citi- 
zens. In this defign the affiftance of Perfia will be of fingular ufe; and if Arra- 
PHERNES may undertake for a body of troops to be. ready on the other fide the 
Hellefpont, it. will {mooth the way to whatever demands he is to make. But it is 
not only from this particular circumftance of affairs, that. I conceive great hopes of 
his embafly. A fatrap of his rank has never been feen in Greece, except at the head 
lic, Grit 

into Europe with offers of peace,. is addreffed hither.. By his nearnefs to the king’s 
perfon he will {peak in his name with great authority ; and the conceffions he fhall 
make in the courfe of the negotiation, will be attended to, as not to be difowned or 
evaded. As I promife myfelf fo much from Aarapnernes, Iam the more impa- 
tient for his arrival, and not without fome apprehenfion, that his journey through 
Vhrace may be inconvenient, if not dangerous. At this feafon the Athenian com- 
miffioners are travelling about that country to collect the tribute; and, I doubt, 

whether. 
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whether the law of nations will prevail upon them to let fuch an army of ftrangers, 

as attend upon the fatrap, pals through their territory toward the enemy. It would 

have been more advifeable to take the rout, I me itioned in my firft project, from — 
fome port of Caria directly crofs the Aigean to the Bay of Laconia. 


The firft notice the public had of. any expedition being intended, was a procla- 
mation addreffed to the Helots, inviting all fuch, as had ferved in the wars with re- 
putation, to appear before the Ephori, in order to their receiving the reward of their 
bravery, and being again enlifted. Great numbers prefented themflelves , and th 
magiftrates chofe out two thoufand of the moft vigorous and alert, whom they imme- 
diately crowned with garlands, and led in proceffion round the temples, by thefe ce- 
remonies declaring them freemen of Sparta. I was upon the plain at the foot of 
Taygetus the day they were drawn out; and ftruck with the warlike appearance of 
thefe enfranchifed flaves, 1 could not but congratulate the Polemarchs, who ftood 
near me, that their city was able to raife thus on a fudden fuch a formidable body 
of men from a part of the people, which was condemned to the meaner offices of 
life, and‘ looked on as nothing lefs than a feminary for foldiers. The officers re- 
ceived my compliment in a more cold and dry manner, than I, though fo long ufed 
to their turn of converfation, could expeét; but a little time convinced me, that I 
had touched upon a difagreeable point. Thefe troops were not to be employed in fo- 
reign fervice; nor was their admiffion to the rank of citizens intended as an increafe 
of ftrength at home. They foon began to difappear by degrees, and fome days af- 
ter not one of them was to be feen or heard of any more. All this paffed without 
one remark made upon it; it was a fubjeét ftudioufly avoided in every converfation. 
My curiofity was therefore but the more excited; and at laft I got certain intelli- 
gence, that thefe deluded wretches had quarters affigned them in the houfes of the 
principal citizens, with the intention, that each man might have an opportunity of 
difpatching his guefts in the moft private manner. Thus perifhed, without an 
enemy, in the midft of their own city, a greater number of men, than has been 
known to fall in a battle amongft the Greeks. What a facrifice to the prejudices and 
falfe maxims of Spartan policy! Abfurd and deteftable policy ! which looks upon 
the increafe of inhabitants to be dangerous to the ftate, and treats thofe, who fupply 
the firft neceffaries of life, the tillers of the ground, as public enemies. A plague 
or an inundation would be proder inftruments of fuch a government; and might have 
{pared the ruling members the extenfive a€t of barbarity, which has now’been thought 
expedient. The eftablifhed methods of dealing with the Helots are fuch, as tend to 
make them foes to their mafters, and to introduce a neceffity of keeping down their 
numbers, and their fpirits. But this is ufually brought about by flow degrees; the 
prefent exigency of affairs was judged to call for fomething more fudden and decifive, 
Pylos, a fortrels fo near this city, ferzed by the Athenians, has by them been deli- 
vered over to the Meffenians, always either flaves to Sparta, or her deadlieft enemies, 
who call the Helots countrymen, and loudly invite them to fhake off their chains. 
Such an occafion of liberty and revenge the Ephori fuppofed would not be neglected ; 
they forefaw continual defertion: they feared a general revolt, and knew not how to 
prevent it, but by a maffacre of the moft active and daring. 


I proteft, 
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T proteft, Curanper, this cruelty fhocks my nature; I am fick of the narrow 
principles, whereby this ftate is conducted, 1 am afhamed. of my relation, as a 
Greek, to this felfith little people. Happy are we, my friend, to be adopted into a 
better country, where, fafe in the protection of one common lord, the inhabitants of 
diftant climates are equally encouraged to ferve the public; where the regifters of 
honour are open without diftinétion to Lydians and Medes, to Ba@trians and fonians ; 
where thofe, who cover the fields with grain, and the mountains with plantations, 
are efteemed and rewarded; where domeftic affection extends even to flaves, and a 
eaptive Greek often fhares the friendfhip of his lord. Full of fuch ideas, how can 
I look upon thefe butchers of their fervants, their hufbandmen, their ufeful fellow- 
citizens, their valiant fellow-foldiers? Yet fuch is the force of cuftom even in noble 
minds! Soon after the execution, I waited upon Brasipas, who fhewed no marks 
of concern or remorfe, though forty of the unhappy men were committed to his care, 
and perifhed under his inhofpitable roof.. Adieu. 


W, 


Cty Ea CLXV. 
CLEANDER to HYDASPES. 


WAS at a Sympofium * an evening or two ago, where Socrates, AtcrBrapEs, 
I ArisTropHANEs, and feveral other philofophers and wits were prefent. When we 
parted, the comic poet (with whom J have been acquainted ever fince the affair of 
the farcaftical + iambics) was in fuch good humour, that he invited me to his houfe 
the next day; and promifed to indulge me in the reading of a new comedy, which 
is to be prefented to the judges at the approaching feftival. ‘T hou mayeft imagine, 
Hypasrzs, I readily complied with him, partly becaufe I was curious to know what 
he had upon the anvil; and partly becaufe 1 hoped to be better informed on fome 
points relating to the Greek theatre, by one, who has fo great.a fhare in fupporting 
its reputation, And in truth I had much entertainment from my vifit. 


As foon as Lentered, he received me with his ufual vivacity, and faid, ‘‘ Let us 
lofe no time in compliments, but proceed to bufinefs.” Accordingly, he at once 
unlocked his cabinet, and drew out many rough unfinifhed fketches of plays. He 
afked my judgment of fome of them, and then fat down to read the performance, 
which I expected with impatience. he title was drawn from the fecond. order of. 


* It is probable from the beginning of this letter, that the Sympofium of Plato (the fabject of which 
is love) took its rife froma real converfation. ‘The interlocutors mentioned here are exactly the fame 
with thofe introduced there. ARIsropHanezs makes avery odd figure in it; and though the philofo- 
pher has taken no notice of CLEANDER, yet he was certainly of the party. The intelligent reader 
muft be pleafed. with tracing out. the minutiz of antiquity, when they concern fuch Sympofia as thofe, 
which Plato has recorded. ; 

+, See Letter: XCI. 
men 
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men in the ftate, who are called ‘Imzsis; and»compofe the chorus. © The turn of it 
was,a virulent fatyr upon Creon and.the people. . The firlt perfons, who appear, 
are Demostuengs and Nucras in the habit of flaves. They complain of a fteward, 

who has got into the houfe, cajoles the good old mafter of it, and pretends to act 
the tyrant. . As a {pecimen of what it COT REGS I will copy one {peech from it, 
which is in the mouth of DemosTHEN «< Our .mafter, fays he, is old, deaf, 
choleric, capricious, and an huge lover pio beans *. It is not long fince he took it 
into his head to buy a Paphlagonian + into his family, who had been formerly a 
currier, a fellow of. intrigue, and a noted informer. ‘This currier finds means to 
work himfelf into his good graces, by low craft and infinuation. ‘“ Good people 
of Athens, fays he, you have taken a great deal of pains to-day. Eat, drink, and 
be eafy. Be pleafed to receive your oboli. Wall you permit me to entertain you 
with a banquet?” And the rafcal triumphs in this impertinence. He has won upon 
his filly mafter, and deprives the reft of the flaves of whatever is their due. It was 
my good fortune to do well at Py lus, but he has taken from me the credit-of the 
action. That plaguy leather thong, which he carries about with him, keeps us at 
diftance; he amules the old fool with oracles; tells lies of us, for which we are 
beaten; then runs about the houfe, and terrifies the fervants: “ Don’t you fee 
Hyvas? he cries. I got that'dog whipped. By Jurirer, if you don’t buy me off, 
you fhall be ferved in the fame manner.” If we bribe him, it is fafe with us. If 
not, our mafter falls a kicking and cuffing, and we fuffer for our honefty.” 


The whole play is written in this ftyle, and is a ftrange mixture of wit and non- 
fenfe, of fact.and allegory; for it is a common thing with ARISTOPHANES tO go out 
of his allegory, and talk openly of what he means by it. As foonas thefe complaints 
are over, they confider of methods to redrefs them. At laft Ges take a refolution to 
fet up one Acoracritus, a fellow of mean extraction and employment, in oppofi- 
tion to Crron.. ‘They meet him as he is going to market, and falute him with a far- 
cical refpe&t:: ‘Be thou the faviour of the city, and of iia ” “The man does not'un- 
denture them, but they make him a politician againft his will. He tells them, that 
he can fearce read, and has not one qualification f tor a ftatefman. They anfwer, it is 
no matter for that; he has a great deal of impudence, and a noify tongue, which are 
the: proper talents. They exhort him not to be afraid‘of Cron, for he will not a 
pear himfelf; .fince no artiit in Athens would dare to form a mafk after his likenefs, 
He is promifed the afliftance of the chorus, of the fpe€tators, and of the Gods. 
C.LEON, comes in, and after much ridiculous difpute between them before Nicras in 
this act, and before the old man through the reft, where they forge oracles oné 
again{t another, and contend, which fhall make the beft dinners for him, CLeon 
owns himfelf defeated, and retires. The fcene, to prepare the audience for this 
event, is a parody of bade noble one in the Oepipus of Sophocles, where the king 

examines Latus’s fhepherd. concerning his birth. Aco oRACRITUS, (by whom, it 
feems, Hiyperzous, a man rifing in favour with the people, is defigned,) produces 


* Alluding to the way of voting in ufe among the Athenians. 


- Crzon is called a Paphlagonian, not becaufe*he was of that country, but (as the commentators 
f fay) becaufe it furnifhed ArisTopHawes with a conceit to exprefs his rough and paffionate charatter, 
the Greek word [wapaae a» ferveo] conveying that idea. 


an 
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an oracle, in which the qualities of Crzon’s fucceffor are delineated: Cron 
difcerns, by degrees, that his antagonift.is the man, and at laft finks into defpair. 
Lhe comedy concludes with joy on the part of Acoracrrtus; he releafes two wo- 


men, whom Creow had imprifoned, and whom he calls the ancient alliances between 
Athens and Lacedzemon. 


** I hope, faid-I, Aristropuanes, that nobody has over-heard us; for though 
you are not afraid to write, or even to publifh thefe pieces, yet Iam afraid to be 
privy to them. You may remember, how I fuffered two years ago for being thought 
to have a fhare in the iambics. I know you are at open war with CLeon; but it is 
above my genius to encounter with minifters of ftate. I do affure you, that I never 
heard any thing, which gave me fo much pleafure for the fmartnefs, and fo much 
pain for the boldnefs of it.” The poet laughed; “ Creanper, replied he, if you 
were an Athenian, and talked to me in this way, I might be tempted to expofe your 
weaknefs in one of my comedies, and the chorus fhould point at you in the pit.. But 
as you are an Ephefian, I forgive the prejudices, in which you were educated to re- 
verence or fear even bad governors,” « Nay, returned I, there are perfons in the 
city of the fame fentiments with me. Have not you faid, fomewhere in this very 
play, that you could procure no vizor to refemble Crzon?” “Yes, faid he, and I 
can tell you further, that my two beft aétors have refufed the part; fo I hall per- 
form it myfelf.” ‘* The character, replied I, which fhould give moft offence, is 
that of the old fellow, whom. you have reprefented to be the tool of the ignorant 
and defigning. CLEoN is but one; and the old man isa multitude.” “It is for 
that reafon, faid ArisTopHanes, every body will pretend to be pleafed with it. 
No individual imagines he is aimed at in a fatireon the collective body. . Each owns 
its juftneis, when applied to his neighbour, and thinks, in not feeming to be 
touched with it, he actually removes the point, of it from himfelf. But. Cron 
being particularly ridiculed, and of a proud impatient nature, he will endeavour to 
gain fome revenge. It makes me happy, that I-can mortify his vanity in the height 
of his power.” 


© We have laughed a great deal, interrupted I, AxtstopHanes; you fhall now 
permit me to change the feene from mirth to-fober inquiry,-and from humour to 
philofophy. When I reflect on the origin of dramatic. writing, I often wonder at 
the different progrefs of tragedy and comedy. The firft has filed off its rough- 
neffes both of diction and fentiment, and is  polifhed into.a juft reprefentation of 
human action. The laft is not an’ ‘artful exhibition of the real nature of men, but 
an uncouth aggravation of its deformities, and retains much of the licence of 
Tuespris’s cart. It was ufual for the ftrollers, who followed the fortunes of that 
poet, as they paffed through the towns of Greece, to railly the foibles, and fatyrize 
the vices of the people. . Is that practice forgotten? Far fromit. You do the very 
fame thing at this day by encouragement, which was then done by connivance. 
Nay, ridicule has enlarged its province, and takes. the range of the ftate, as well as 
of domeftic condu&, and treats the meafures of a nation with the fame levity, where- 
with it handles the follies of private men.” ** Why, faid ArisropHanss, if I mutt 
be grave with you now, it fhall be to defend my laughing at another time. Are 


you ferious in what you urge; or do you only contend, after the manner of a So- 


Wei phift, 
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phift, for the’ exercife of your logic and eloquence? If you are ferious, I intreat 
you to confider, whether it is not the employment of philofophers to ftrip things of 
their falfe colours, and reprefent them in their native ones. You call it levity to 
ridicule the abfurd management of the public. But if the public deferves it, what 
fhall proteé it from the ftrokes of that keen weapon ? Addrefs it with flattery, you 
fpoil its fenfe, fuffer it to acquiefce in what is wrong, give a fanction to that for- 
mality, which forbids the approaches of advice, and do an injury to its interefts. 
Addrefs it with freedom, you improve its underftanding, fet it on its guard, teach. 
it to defpife formality, and maintain the honour of your country.” ©“ That will 
bear a debate, returned I. Wife men have exprefied a contempt for ceremony and 
external diftin@ions, till they have let fools into the fecret, and begin to find the 
want of them for their own fecurity.. There are fome perfons in fuch ftations, and 
fome bodies of men of fuch importance, that they can do nothing, which is trifling 
in its confequences, however frivolous in itfelf. So that, inftead of beginning the 
laugh, we fhould affect a folemn air, when we fpeak of their actions. For in all,’ 
that concerns the public, even a miftaken ferioufnefs may be regarded as virtue.” 
< But fuppofe, rejoined he, that every application of ridicule, either to the faults. 
of the public, or of particulars, is agreeable to the majority of a people.” “ And’ 
to fpeak out fairly, faid I, it is that, which I do not comprehend. The Athenians 
excel the eaftern monarchs in their encouragement to thefe monitors. It is enough 
for the king of Perfia, that a flave daily reminds him, when he wakes, of his mor- 
tality ; but he hires no flaves to ape the fingularities of his manner, and tell him,: 
that he is a tyrant anda fool. Yet this is a juft image of what is done in Athens.” 
«© I perceive, faid Arrsropuanes, the whole bufinefs of popular government is a 
myftery to you.” If, continued I, the people corrected their errors, when they 
faw them; if they applied the fcenes of ridicule to the purpofes of ferioufnefs; I 
fhould admire their patience of cenfure, and applaud their wifdom. But as the 
cafe now ftands, they perfift in what is wrong, while they laugh at it, and laugh at 
what is right, while they approve, and fhould prattife it.” ‘ Is there any thing, 
replied ArrsTOPHANES, fo extraordinary in that conduct Does not your friend So- 
crates fneer at the popular religion, and yet conform to it? Does not Euripipges 
contemn the theology of the poets, and yet gravely ufe it?” “ We fhall never agree, 
refumed 1; but as I cannot underftand, what influences the people in this point, fo 
there is one thing, which } cannot underftand in you. It-is frequent with you. to 
reproach the tragic poet with impiety; and your writings condemn a negleét of the: 
worfhip enjoined by the legiflator in feveral citizens, whofe names. your actors recite, 
and whofe perfons they diftinguifh to the audience. At the fame time you do not 
fcruple to introduce thofe very Deities in the loweft and moit abfurd lights; to re- 
prefent them as the fhadowy beings of an allegory; as either the deceivers,. or.the 
dupes of mortals.” “ By Hercutes, faid he, you begin to be too folemn for me; 
but your objection is built ona miftake. Have not you lived long enough in Athens 
to know, that the Graecians would no more bear a ridicule on the religion of their, 
country from AristopHanss, than they would bear an attack on moral virtue from ; 
your favourite * Eurrprpes? What then is it, which procures a toleration for me? 
Pll tell you... They know the difference between the fables of the poets, and the 
theology of the law-givers. The Gods of Homer are vifionary characters; but the, 


* See Letter XCIV.. 
3 Gods 
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Gods of Sotow diftribute real bleflings to mankind. The Jurrrsr of poetry is a 
being compounded of the moft depraved paffions, which are incident to our frail 
nature; but the Jurrrer of the ftate is father and king of Gods and men. The 
former exifts no where but»in the debauched. and irregular fancy of mythologitts ; 
but the latter was raifed to heaven for his virtues, and remains there the object of 
univerfal adoration. So that a little attention will inform you, I take freedoms with 
that fet of Deities, who are the creatures of poetic licence, but pay homage to thofe, 
whofe merit is either declared by the laws, or acknowledged by tradition.” “ Should 
T admit, returned I, that there is fome weight in your anfwer, yet I am convinced, 
that many minds are not capable of conceiving it. When the vulgar liften to the 


tales of the prieft, do you think they feparate the hidden meaning of what he fays, 


from: the grofs) wrapper, in-which he offers it? Can you then fancy, that they reafon 
nicely on the Gods of law-givers, and the Gods of poetry, while they are liftening 
to a comedy? But though you treat the fables of Orpurus, Linus, Musaus, 
Homer, with fo little ceremony; yet you might be more candid methinks to the 
verfes of their defcendants, Aiscuyzus, SopHocies, and Euripipes, whom you 
laugh at, to the difcredit of their compofitions, and the injury of your own.” 
** How fo! cried he. A good parody is a compliment to the poet, becaufe none 


-but the beft things are honoured with it; and it is to the ‘purpofe of my plays, bécaufe 


it adds to the entertainment, which they give.” ‘* T maintain both parts of my 
affertion, faid I. The firft, becaufe every {welling expreffion of tragedy or empty 
line is aggravated without mercy; the laft, becaufe your dialogue would be more 
proper and natural, and therefore more agreeable without it. Befides, parody has 
fomething of the mimic, not the poet; of buffoon imitation, not original inven- 
tion. It is for this reafon I could with to’ fee comedy on a different footing from 
the prefent. If the tragic writers draw their plot from the marvellous, they con- 
duct it in fuch a manner, as to lower it to the probable; but if. you lay down a plot, 
which is probable, you manage it fo fantaftically, ‘as to h¢ighten it to the marvel- 
lous. The fpeeches, which they infert in the converfations of the drama, conduce 
to unravel the main incident; but you frequently throw in an abfurd incident for the 
fake of introducing a fpeech. Perfonal refleGtions ought likewife to be avoided, 
Expofe the vice, without infulting the vicious. Let the check of confcience re- 
ftrain, without exciting a general contempt or odium. As the painter formed the 
idea of his Venus from compounding the moft perfect features of different beauties ; 
fo the poet fhould collect the moral deformities of his chara¢ters from that variety, 
which the weaknefs of mankind affords him: as the bee extraéts an uniform and 
original {weetnefs from the borrowed flavours of innumerable plants; fo the gall of 
fatire and comedy fhould be drawn from all the vices and follies of the times.” 
«¢ CLEANDER, Interrupted Aristopuanes, I fhall not contend with you, though I 
have clearly the better in this controverfy. You remind me of what Tuucyp1pEs 
obferved of Pzricizs; “ Whenever I have thrown him, faid he, he has the im- 
pudence to affert the contrary, and I am almoft infatuated enough to believe him.” 


The charge.of impudence from the comic poet was fo unexpected and emphatical, 


that, though it fhould have put him out of countenance, it unfettled me; and I 
haftened away from him abruptly. 


C. 
Dire IRE Tele 
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Pee LT ROE RR,  COAVE 
O-Rwatndns to CUEANDER. From Taoces. 


HERE is a ceffation, thou knoweift, from all kinds of bufinefs, during the 

creat feftival*, which ends the year. Thofe days of leifure AnTaus deter- 
mined to give to a_part of his family, who are almoft tempted to repine at his con- 
ftant and fuccefsful application to his country’s fervice; fo feldom does it permit us 
to enjoy the moft condefcending parent, the moft improving companion. He now 
faw Taoces for the firft time, and was wonderfully ftruck with the fituation and the 
improvements fo.adapted to it. He {pent whole days among the woods; he entered 
into the defign of every building and plantation; and would here and there propofe 
the leading down a ftream, or the gaining a new point of view, with the greateft 
propriety. ; One ‘evening, as we were fitting round him upon the great terras, that 
commands, the profpect of the gulf,.and he was obferving to us the frefhnefs of the 
air, the fmoothnefs of the fea, and the tender colours of the fky juft after fun-fet;. 
my Parmys, laying her hand gently upon his, faid, with that unaffected {weetnefs. 
peculiar to her; “My deareft father will not imagine, I with his. pleafure lefs, when 
I take notice, how great it is. , But I own myfelf. furprized to find you thus affected 
by thefe beauties of ours; and that the multitude of affairs, with which yow are 
perpetually furrounded, has not extinguifhed the tafte for thefe airy delights, >the 
amufements of the idle and the fpeculative.” “To what an uncomfortable ftate, 
replied he, would you reduce us, that, becaufe thefe natural, thefe unmixed plea- 
fures are rarely indulged to us, we muft be denied even the power of feeling them! 
' Believe me, the very different way of life 1am in, and the fhort intervals it allows 
me.of quiet, and retirement, do but quicken my relith for them. Not that variety 
is their.principal charm: there is fomething in their very nature to excite the defires 
.of a.good mind; and it muft. be a narrow and-illiberal, fpirit, and qualified merely 
for the forms and, drudgery of affairs, that-can be fopimmerfed in bufinefs, as not 
to look beyond it. We ferve the public, for it' is our duty; our allegiance obliges. 
us, our friends, our families demand it!of us. . But there is a term to all thefe Ja- 
bours, which the greateft men, have ever,been ready to feize. When the vigour of 
their age has, been given to their country,,jand;the charge: of!indolence and felfifh- 
nefs can no longer be brought againft them, .fuch.a retreat, fuch a manner “of life, 
as your's at Taoces, has been.the.end of their, wifhes. , Your Cuzanpzr, continued 
he, turning to me, sis full of thefe ideas;,he thinks his political life has been long: 
enough; and in every difpatch to his patron Gogryas fighs after the banks of the- 
Pactolus, where the king has affigned him the reward of his faithful fervices.” 
“« Is he then, about leaving Greece?” faid I haftily.: .“*- No, replied Artus; the 


* According to Hype de Relig. Vet. Perf. the principal feaft of the ancient Perfians, was on the Jat 
ten days of the year, in memory of the creation, which they fappofed was then compleated. This 
mug be the feflival here alluded to, 
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prefent conjuncture will fcarce permit it. But he has behaved fo well in all parts of 
his employment, and his defire of retirement is fo fincere, that 1 am not for ba- 
nifhing him longer than is neceffary, and fhall affift his petition the firft opportunity 
that offers,” 


Thou wilt believe, dear Crzanper, that I was highly pleafed to hear my father 
talk thus. Upon fuch occafions, where his good-nature and humanity are to be 
exerted, he ever {peaks lefs than he intends; and I cannot but promife myfelf, that 
thou wilt foon be reftored to the arms of thy friends. Here thou wilt be moft cor- 
dially welcome. .1 am impatient to make thee acquainted with every particular of 
my happinefs. For happy Iam in my new fituation to the extent of my defires. 
Not, becaufe, as fucceffor to Stsamnes, I am thus early ranked among the prin- 
cipal fatraps, and command in Hyrcania; nor that, when I look round from this 
lofty promontory, my own pofleflions compofe the various landfcape. It is not the 
palaces, the villas, the elegant furniture, the magnificent equipage, that I would 
boaft to thee. Sisammes gave infinitely more than all thefe, when with his dying 
hand he gave me his daughter. Her figure, her air, her voice, all exprefs that 
graceful eafe and engaging foftnefs, which run through her whole charaéter. But 
the humbleft fenfe of her own excellencies, and a fhinefs of applaufe, however de- 
ferved, permit her friends alone to know, that to the delicate beauties of a female 
mind fhe adds the ftronger features of a manly underftanding ; an apprehenfion in- 
{tantly to feize, and a tafte exactly to determine the merit of whatever comes before 
her; a firmnefs, yet only tried in the little occurrences of life, but which may be 
equally depended upon in the moft important cafes; a popular benevolence, which 
makes all, who approach.her, eafy ; and a nicety in her friendfhips, which keeps off 
the forward and undeferving. Fondly to lean on fuch a bofom, to have fuch a heart 
entirely mine to retire to, can I form a with beyond it? Here, perplexed with court- 
factions, and fatigued with public bufinefs, I may depofit all my cares; think them 
over again, affifted by the trueft good fenfe ; or lofe all thought of them in the ten- 
dereft endearments. And here, in my happier hours, thefe feafons of domettic life, 
do I find a‘perpetual fource of delights; a tafte for the fame amufements, a fpirit to 
invent new fcenes of entertainment, and an unaffected compliance with thofe pro- 
pofed by others. 


For we here are not in folitude; a fele&t party of friends thare with us, and im- 
prove the pleafures of the place. Azane never leaves us; fhe is of a turn more 
lively and eager than my. Parmys, but has. a_ heart amiable as her fifter’s. 
The daughter of the Deftoor * of Sogdiana was educated in this family, and is 
looked upon as apart of it. You know her fufficiently by the Hymn to the Night, 
which CuaricLes brought you; and your Greek compliment of the tenth Mufe is, 
I affure you, by no means an extravagant one. Our company of the other fex are 
the old partners of my Bactrian ftudies ; and fome of our young nobility, who are 
connected with me in the public fervice, and whofe conduct and way of thinking 
give, them {till a more honourable diftintion. Thou knoweft, CLranper, how I 


* Deftoor, a title of dignity among the Magi. Hype writes it Deftur, and fays there was one-of 


them over the priefts of every province. . Note by the Tranflator. 
enjoy. 
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enjoy fuch a fociety as this; Parmys and Azawne are no lefs taken with it. But 
what a wretch fhould I have been, had I entered into a family incapable of thefe 
rational entertainments? And when I look round the court, how do 1 wonder at my 
good fortune? As fafhion has a ftronger influence over the fair fex, they are more 
generally degenerated from the old Perfian feverity, than we are. The becoming 
referve, the houfhold-virtues of our mothers, are the fubjeéts of ridicule; and the 
womens apartments have loft that air of inviolable fanétity, that ufed to furround 
them. An eternal round of trifling pleafures leaves no room for improvement or 
reflection ; weakens the nobler faculties, and expofes the mind to any impreffions. 


Hence ridiculous fears, impotent paffions, extravagant defires, and a long train of 
follies too often ending in vice and infamy. 


At Taoces thou wilt meet with none of this riot and impertinence; all here is 
calm and natural: the manners of the laft age, fet off by the elegance of ours. 
Make hafte then, and join in our converfations; they are imperfect without thee. 
As foon as ever the ftate of Grecian politics can fpare thee, throw thyfelf at the 
feet of ArTaxerxes, difpatch the laft bufinefs before the council of feven, and 
begin thy retirement with us. For think not, we will fuffer the improvements, thou 
art projecting at thy Lydian farms, to. engrofs thee. Here I can promife you an 
abfolute liberty of enjoying your friends, or your own reveries; people, who will 
receive you chearfully, not purfue you impertinently; and a moft attentive au- 


dience to every circumftance of your negotiations, and the greateft wonders of 
your travels. 


Ww. 


LET: T BR © CLXVIE 


CLEANDER to HARBAHAL of Sidon, admiral of the Perfian gallies. 
From Athens. 


{* fooner heard, that by the favour of our gracious monarch thou wert pro- 
moted to the diftinguifhed rank, which thou now holdeft in his fervice, than I 
determined to congratulate thee in the moit affectionate manner. 


My private friendfhip and gratitude for the bravery, which thou once exertedft in 
refcuing me with thy fingle trireme out of the hands of that terror of the Medi- 
terranean, the pirate Sosrratus, oblige me not to be filent on this occafion. But 
my zeal for the honour and fafety of the empire, and my thorough conviétion, how 
much thy advancement will contribute towards both, render the fatisfaction I take 
in it more meritorious, by heightening it from a focial into a public virtue. Let 
me firft, like a good fubje&t, applaud the wifdom of ArraxerxeEs, who, inftead of 
following the too numerous precedents of. former reigns, in throwing away fo im- 
portant a poft upon fome upftart favourite, as the price of court-fervility and mean 


arts, 
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arts, or an ihdoleng prince of the blood, ruled by men of worfe principles, but more 


difcernment, than himfelf, has, on the contrary, filled it. with the ableft and moft 
active naval officer in his dominions. 


It is from thy firmnefs and experience, valiant Harsanat, that I expect a very 
confiderable reform in the management of our fleets. Thy duty to thy fovereign 
calls upon thee, not to fuffer his fervice to be neeleéted in the manner it has hi- 
therto been. hy parts and knowledge will fliggeit the fitteft methods of improve- 


ment; and the genius of the prefent vigorous adminifttation will enable thee to carry 
them into execution with fpirit and effect. 


I have often been offended at that fevere and inconvenient praCtice,. which prevails 
as well in manning our fleets, as recruiting our afmiés; I mean.that of forcing the 
rude inhabitants of the villages to enlift themfelves upon any exigency, and driving 
them in chains on board the fhips, which are thus filled with unfkilful, ufelefs, and 
difcontented failors, ready either for mutiny, of flight; whilft the provinces are 
drained of thofe, whofe induftry fhould enrich the foil with tillage, and adorn the 
face of it.with plantations. 


Another great and growing evil in our fleets has. been a. remiffhefs of difcipline. 
I have heard fuch, as were well acquainted with the tranfactions of that time, com- 
plain, that, during the long war againit the Greeks, many inftances were notorious, 
where the commanders had failed in their duty, had fied before an. inferior. force, 
abandoned the merchants.under their convoy to the enemy, and miffed. the moft fa- 
vourable opportunities of acting; and yet not the leaft punifhment enfued, and fcarce 
the flight difgrace of a reprimand was inflicted upon the offenders. 


I.am_afraid,.the ruft and inadtivity of peace has not much contributed towards. 
the neceffary work. of reformation in thefe particulars. I have heard, that many 
officers have arrived at preferment in the gallies, which thou: commandett,. whofe 
names,.in.times of danger and adétion,. would not have been heard of. Let it be: 
thy care to anfwer.the expectations.of the public, by difcountenancing fuch abufes. 
Supprefs the burdenfome method, in which the numbers of. the {hips companies are 
made up,. by erecting nurferies for feamen; and inviting them by rewards and good 
treatment from all parts of the empire. Reprefent witha decent. boldnefs to the: 
miniftry, when improper advancements are meditated; nor. be afraid of lofing an 
intereft in the inner palace, which will be amply repaid to thee in the affeCtion of the 
failors, the efteem of the worthy and difinterefted, and .the weight thou mutft at laft 
acquire in-the councils of thy prince. 


Excufe, my gallant friend, the freedom Ihave taken in. offering my fentiments,. 
inconfiderable as they are, upon matters, which have occafionally fallen under my 
obfervation, ,and in which thou haft been converfant thy whole life. But the ex- 
ample I:have before my eyes of this republic, which merely by the ftrength of its. 
naval force has. raifed itfelf to fuch an envied height of reputation and power, .rmutt 
frequently turn the attention of a thinking man to fpeculations of this nature, and 
may, perhaps, excite thy curiofity to know, what remarks my long refidence so 

as 
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has enabled me to make on the advantages, which Athens has fecured to herfelf by 
the extent of her commerce, and the protection of her floating bulwarks. 


* The former was, before this war broke out, in fo flourifhing a condition, that 
carce a merchant-fhip of any of the neighbouring ftates navigated thefe feas, 
without taking the Piraeus in her voyage; and not only found the readieft and beft 
vent for her own cargo, but replaced it either with the native commodities of the. 
place, oil, honey, and corn, or thofe of foreign countries, which are always laid up 
in the well-ftored magazines of its traders. Nor need I mention how much, by the 
univerfal refort of foreigners, the Athenians have enriched their peculiar dialeét, 
above the reft of Greece, with the choiceft and moft fignificant expreffions, without 
debafing its purity and elegance by the mixture. Their correfpondence with Sicily, 
Cyprus, and the coafts of Afia Minor, has always fupplied them with plenty and 
variety of the beft provifions at no extravagant rates. A more extraordinary cir- 
cumftance, which I cannot help adding under this head, is, that Athens is the 
only ftate in Greece, or any other country I know of, where a general opulence 
enables even the lower kind of people to live with eafe and convenience, and that 
chiefly by the frequency of public facrifices, at which large doles of flefh and bread 
are diftributed to the poor, and the number of edifices, as baths, gymnafia, &c. 
erected at the public charge for the ufe of all the citizens. And notwithftanding 
the unavoidable inconveniences, with which commerce, and the benefits. derived 
from it, muft always be embarraffed, during a ftate of hoftility between nation and 
nation, it may eafily be proved, that the Peloponnefian trade and navigation have 
fuffered in an infinitely larger proportion than the Athenian, by the continuance of 
this breach. For fince the action at Pylus, the fleets of the latter are mafters of 
the fea without controul, and not only fuperior to the fcattered fquadrons of the 
enemy, but numerous enough to protect their own commerce, and interrupt their 
rivals; and, what is of the higheft confequence, to oblige even neutral powers to 
carry on an almoit exclufive trafic with this republic, and not to export their naval 


{tores, or the products of their looms and their mines, without its knowledge and 
confent. 


‘ 


_ Another principal] and diftinguifhing fuperiority, which the naval ftrength of the 
Athenians has afforded them through the whole courfe of the war, and which 
alone has proved fufficient to difconcert the beft-framed projeéts of their adverfaries, 
is, that whenever the allies have taken the fureft method of diftreffing them, by 
laying wafte Attica, invefting its metropolis, and obliging the proprietors of the 
land to cry out for a peace, an Athenian fleet has never failed to prevent the bad 
confequences of their defigns,. by keeping their maritime places in perpetual alarm, 
haraffing the coafts, perhaps feizing an important poft, (as they have done this 
year in Laconia,) and obliged the enemies, before their troops had made any pro- 
grefs, to recal them for their own defence; infomuch, that, all circumftances con- 
fidered, though particular perfons have tuffered by captures, and the owners of the 
foil been confiderably impoverifhed, the Athenians having been able to fupport their 


* Many of the obfervations in the following part of this letter are confirmed by XENoPpuon in his 
tracts, wepl worstcia, and wept wbpay. 
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trade, and to obtain feveral fignal advantages, particularly one this fummer, which 
is pretty decifive, may be faid to weigh heavieft in the balance of Greece ; and un- 
lefs they make the object of the war more extenfive than they can well take in, or 
feel the influence of Perfia in the oppofite fcale, muft, in all human probability, 
come out of it with an increafe both of reputation and territory. 


I might carry this fpeculation fti)l further, and affert, that were the feat of the 
Athenian government and their naval ftrength transferred from the continent into 
a neighbouring ifland, (though of no greater extent and fruitfulnefs than Attica) 
their power would be efteemed twice as confiderable. For not to infift upon the ad- 
ditional fecurity againft conqueft’ and invafion, which would refult from the {ea’s 
being their barrier on all fides, it would entirely remove the greateft danger, to which 
the republic is expofed in its prefent fituation ; for thefe yearly devaftations are the 
grounds of perpetual animofities in one part of the citizens again{t the other. The 
owners of the land, and their tenants, (a very ufeful and confiderable part of the 
community) fee their lands ravaged, their farms laid in ruins, and their families de- 
prived of fubfiftence, by the frequent incurfions of the Peloponnefians ; whilft the 
trierarchs and land officers are enriching themfelves with the plunder of the enemy, 
and from the protection afforded to trade, the Pirzeeus is crowded with the veffels 
of its opulent merchants, either carrying out the commodities of Athens, or bring- 
ing back thofe of other countries in return. The land-holders being therefore with 
good reafon weary of the continuance of the war, are reproached by the oppofite 
party with wifhing well to the arms of Lacedemon. The cafe would be infinitely 
worte, if the allies were to make themfelves matters of any confiderable fortrefs in 
Attica, which by an unaccountable mifconduét they have not hitherto attempted. 
The internal feuds might then rife fo high, as to become really dangerous to the 
{tate ; the clamours of peace almoft at any rate muft increafe; and whilft foreign 
affiftance might be {fo eafily called in by thofe, who difliked the proceedings of the 
majority, the occafion would be inviting to fuch as were determined to rifk the 
public fafety for the fake of gratifying their own revenge. 


The conclufion from what I have been faying is evident, that an infular firuation 
would go to the root of this increafing evil, and tend to unite the two jarring inte- 
refts, which unhappily prevail at the prefent juncture within the walls of Athens. 
What has been already advanced,. may likewife inculcate another maxim, that with- ~ 
out an extended commerce firft obtained, the revenues of Perfia would never raife a 
fleet able to venture a battle for the empire of the fea, though they were all em- 
ployed in that fingle fervice. It is conftant practice, and variety of maritime em- 
ployment, that produces a hardy and numerous breed of failors, of experienced and 
gallant officers. It is trade alone, which can improve naval architecture by exercifing 
the ingenuity of able fhipwrights and artificers, and keeping them in conftant buGi- 
nefs. Without the demands, which trade occafions, the magazines will never be 
fufficiently furnifhed with regular fupplies of military ftores, and other naval provi- 
‘fions, to repair a defeat, or improve a victory. 


From thefe fhort hints, fagacious Harpauat, I leave it to thy judgment to pro- 


nounce, whether the moft powerful and wealthy monarch muft ever think of efta- 
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blithing his dominion. on the floods, unlefs he firft encourages, for a long courfe of 
years, the arts of peace, navigation, and commerce. If in any future times fome 
enterprizing prince fhould. arife, and after his utmoft efforts flatter himfelf with 
having carried fo prepofterous a fcheme into practice, be affured, his imaginary em- 
pire over that Gckle element will fink on the firft reverie of fortune, and in its dura- 
tion refemble the tranfitory infeét of the Hypanis *, which outlives not the day of 


ifs Nativity. Farewel.. . 
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ij F the religion: of Perfia wanted any other recommendation, than its agreeablenefs: 
to the genuine and uncorrupted dictates of reafon; if it required any comparifon. 
with others, to fhew-its fuperiority,. and fet off its excellence to advantage, 1 know 
of none, that would anfwer the purpofe better, than the Athenian. The one is a 
fteady and uniform plan, wherein. the notion. of one fupreme being, the effential 
duties that how from thence, and the fame fcheme of religious fervice, have been 
kept pure and unchanged through a fucceffion of many ages. The other is always 
in an unfettled and flu€tuating ftate, ever increafing the catalogue of its divinities, 
and confequently altering the ceremonial of its worfhip. For the religious inftitu- 
tions of Athens have all along been conformable to the cuftoms, and gone through 
the gradual refinements of civil life; and befides her fingular complaifance in adopt- 
ing the Gods of all other countries, with whom fhe has any intercourfe, fhe finds fre-- 
quent occafione of admitting new ones of her own by a folemn act of the great: 
council, 


Whether their minds here are not enough enlarged to have any notion of a Deity; 
whofe comprehenfive view can take in the whole compafs of the creation, and whofe- 
power.can regulate all the various parts of nature; or whether they think, that the- 
adminiftration of fo vaft and extenfive 2 province mutt difquiet the mind, and dimi-- 
nifh the happinefs of any being; however this be, they divide the government of ” 
the world among a number of tutelary divinities, each of which exercifes a kind 
of local jurifdi€tion, and prefides. with uncontrouled and independent authority over - 
his own particular diftrict. As each has a peculiar mode of worthip, his proper fet. 
of minifters, and diftinguifhing catalogue of rites, their interefts are happily kept. 
feparate, and they fubfift without any interfering or enmity. Each religious fyftem,,. 
circumfcribed, as it. were, within the orb of its own influence, has no malign afpect 
towards any other; but their refpective votaries, fatisfied with the free exercife of the 
fervice, which is appointed to be paid to their patron God, entertain. no jealoufies. 
bout, nor. are. inclined to call in queftion,, the pretenfions of the-reft. . 


* A river in Sarmatia, now called the Bog. 


But - 


TT ae THF hat proilelinn ete ag ta a Ma IE TEA ERIN IT OF 8 OER Ta SOS. CMBR ain cakoclane EL jase Ne : 


APH EN PF A‘N “LE FP TER? ¢: A38 
But however confined and limited in their authority the Athenians fuppofe thefe 

prefiding powers to be, they are careful to make their religious application to them 

at ftated times, befides fuch feafons, as more particularly incline them to apply for 

their affiftance ; for they think nothing happens without their cognizance, or can be 

brought to a happy iffue without their concurrence. Their manner of fupplicating 

is with green boughs of laurel or olive in their hands, twifted round with wool, and 

with garlands on their heads ; all which particularities have a meaning, but too my- 

{tical or refined to be entered into. The pofture of the petitioner is different on 

different occafions ; but the humility of it is fuited in fome fort to the greatnefs of 

the diftrefs the fupplicant is in, and the dignity of the Divinity. ‘They fometimes 

proftrate themfelves on the threfholds of the temples ; ometimes with reverential 

awe kifs the feet, or embrace the knees; or, if they are more fanguine in their ex- 

pectations of affiftance, prefume to touch the chin or cheeks of the facred ftatues ; 

on which, as they are vifible reprefentations of their Deities, intended to excite or 

enliven their piety, they are not fparing in the ornaments they beftow, either as to ; 

the nicenefs of the workmanfhip, or coftlinefs of the materials. 


How much better, if any images or outward exhibitions of the Deity are necef- 
fary in our devotional exercifes ; how much more fitted to heighten our admiration, 
as well as inform the underftanding, are our Mithriac figures? For at the fame time, 
that they make a more magnificent difplay of the divine glory, and afford a more 
proper fymbol of his prefence and emblem of his purity, they contribute to the im- 
provement of the worfhippers, and‘ferve'to imprint on their minds a general know- 
ledge of the planetary fyftem. 


The Athenians are very particular, both in their public and private offices of de- 
votion, in fpecifying what teftimonies of divine power they are defirous of obtain- 
ing; and on fome occafions they mention fuch of their allies, as they wifh may fhare 
with them in the benefits they afk for. But the Spartans are more humble and re- 
ferved in their petitions, modeftly referring all events to the wife and gracious dif- 
pofal of their Deities, and only requefting in general, what may moft promote their 
honour, and conduce to their happinefs. 


On fome important and interefting occafions, they have public fupplications of 
many days continuance; during which, as they are devoted wholly to religious mat- 
ters, bufinefs of every other kind is fufpended. At thefe times the ftatues of the 
Gods, which are fuppofed to be informed with fome degree of intelligence, are 
often placed on beds of marble or wood, that they may fhare perfonally in the en- 
tertainment inftituted to their honour, When they are befet with any imminent 
danger, they have petitionary hymns, in which they celebrate the glory of their 
tutelary Deity, and then invite him to refide among them. His arrival is ufhered 
in with great form, and as foon as their difficulties are got over, his departure is 
attended with equal folemnity. When they are befieging the cities of their neigh- 
bours, they have particular forms of evocation to draw over the guardian Gods of 
the’place to their party. In thefe they promife them a moft honourable reception ; 
and unlefs they fucceed’ in this application, they imagine all endeavours by fraud or 
force will be ineffectual. 

Kkke Some, 
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Some, who pretend to a nearer sntercourfe with the Gods, offer their petitions in 
an unknown tongue. Thefe words, they affirm, have a natural meaning, and were 
the original language of mankind; but their intention is doubtlefs to praétife upon 
the credulous, and unwary vulgar, who are apt to receive with the more reverence 
what they, are not able to underftand. 


When. they are feated on the hearth, the place confecrated: to the houfhold Gods; 
it is not ufual to make any verbal requefts; their filence, and the fadnefs -of their 
earb, the afhes, and the humility of their fituation, being fuppofed to- fpeak with 
more force and energy of perfuafion, than. any expreffion that could be uttered. In 
cafes of extremity, the petitioners fometimes tear their,hair in.a frantic manner, and 
offer it to. the Deity. This method of fupplication is thought. more. exprefiive of 
their diftrefs, and more likely to move’ compaffion. But. a cuftom prevails at 
Sparta, that I can hardly mention without indignation .and horror.:. at one. of their 
celebrated feftivals they tear the backs of their youth with whips. before an altar of 
Drawa; and think the blood, that is fhed by, that. fevere operation, acceptable to 
the Goddefs. Their parents are ufually prefent, and encourage their fons to bear 
this piece of pious difcipline, with a refolution worthy of a Laconian education. Is 
it not, venerable, Smerprs,. bringing, down the nature of divine beings too much to 
the human ftandard, to fuppofe them to be prevailed upon by the mere earneftnefs 
and importunity.of their votaries.t But. to. imagine, that. they expect fuch atts of 
unnatural rigour, or are pleafed with the, mifery of their creatures, is furely to affi- 
milate them to tyrants, and pervert the goodnefs and rectitude of their difpofition to 
a refemblance with the bafeft of mankind.. 


Ge: 
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-F all the parts of that. compounded and multifarious worfhip, which is here- 

in ufe, facrificing is. efteemed to be of the moft confequence, and is of courfe - 
attended with the moft folemnity. But it feems not now to be confidered, according 
to its primary inftitution, as a fuitable expreffion of men’s gratitude and token of 
their dependance ; but rather as a donation, made exprefsly. to conciliate the favour 

of the Gods, and engage them to be mere heartily in the intereft of him, who be- - 
{tows it.. When. fimple cakes and water, and the {pontaneous productions of na- 
ture, were offered, the, efficacy of offerings was. not {uppofed to confift fo much in. 
the value of the thing, as in the warm emotions of a thankful heart. But, now the 
more noble and coftly the oblation, the more likely it 1s thought to anfwer the pur- 
pofe of ingratiating the donor; and therefore it is not to be wondered at, if thefe 
religious. . 
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religious entertainments are often furnifhed out with the utmott luxury and profufion 
of expence, 


The very altars, on which their facrifices are made, retain nothing of the pri- 
maval plainnefs. They were at firft only little heaps of earth or turfs,. fet apart for 
the facred ufe, by a fmall.libation. But the confecrations are now become a matter 
of great coft and oftentation ; and they run.into the greateft extravagancies of fancy 
in the ftructure of them, as. to:the figure in which they are made, the materials of | 
which they confift, and the ornaments by which they.are diftinguifhed.. 


If any one fhould judge of the ftate of religion at’ Athens-.by the number of its: 
altars, he could not-fail of receiving impreffions very much in favour of their piety. 
For not only the temples,, and mountains, and facred groves.abound: with them, but 
they are to be found in.every place of concourfe, whether. for bufinefs,, amufement, 
or exercife,. in the fields and. walks, the highways and hippedrome; fo that fome of 
them, are always at hand for the civil purpofes of ratifying private, alliances, or 
public treaties; and whoever is in a fit of devotion, or cafe of difficulty, can 
hardly ever want an immediate opportunity of explaining his wants, or expreffing 
his gratitude. . 


One-circumftance, inviolably obferved im the ‘fituation of them, is peculiar enough. . 
Such as are confecrated to the cceleftial Gods, are raifed above the level of the eround ; 
and fuch as are appropriated to the: infernal ones, are funk below it; the number of 
fteps, by which the approach is-made to every one, exactly marking: out the rank 
and dignity, which each.particular Deity-holds-in their ritual. 


They draw near to thefe-facred places; as: being im fome -fecret: and“ inexplicable 
manner. the fuppofed abode. of their Divinities; with the utmoft veneration; and 
fome remarkable. ftrokes . of divine refentment have fallen upon fuch, as: have been 
daring enough to omit the leaft tittle of this religious obfervance. One was faid to 
have been ftruck withlightning,’ notlong ago, for prefuming to approach an altar of © 
Juprrer- with. unwafhed .hands. Slaves, perfons of immoral lives, or: bafe birth, 
are entirely excluded from them, except in Hercures’s temple at Cynofarges, where 
fome. indulgence is. fhewn to the Jaft upon a very reafonable account, becaufe that 
God. himfelf lay under. no, fmall fufpicion of illegitimacy. 


The matter of; their facrifices has: always hada near affinity to. the different me+ 
thods of living, that obtained in different ages; though the beft and choicett.of | 
every kind is with great care felected for thefe religious ufes. Of both which prac- 
tices a very eafy and obvious account may be given; for men have been generally fo. 
partial in their own favour, as-to imagine, that the Gods would be beft pleafed with : 
fuch things, as give moft pleafure to themfelves; and thofe befides, who are: con-- 
cerned in this act of worfhip, have always a certain portion of the offering afigned 
to them, and fhare with the Gods in the entertainment. For the fame reafon per- 
haps it is, that cups are.always to be prefented full, it being efteemed ‘irreverent to» 
allot any thing for the Gods, that is not perfect in its kind; though wine was for a: 
Jong time excluded from their facrificial feafts, through a conceit, which the multi- 

tudes’, 
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tude had fentertained,. of its: profanenefs, on account of the vine’s having fprung 
from the blood of the Titans. At Sparta indeed, where they are lefs nice in what 
they eat, they are lefs {crupulous in what they offer. 


At what time living:creatures. came to be flain, as proper offerings to the Gods, 
is not a fettled point; as it is far from being a fatisfactory one, why they were 
flain at al. But the true caufe and date of this: ufage, as well as I can learn from 
converfation, or written memorials, feem to be, that they began to be in ufe as facri- 
fices, foon after they were in efteem as food. The connexion between thefe things 
I have hinted at above. ‘The labouring ox was indeed for fome time {pared at 
Athens; but importunate appetite at laft prevailed, and the delicacy of his flefh 
was an overmatch for every confideration of ufe or gratitude; though a ftrange 
cuftom, which yet prevails here, feems: to fhew, that the Athenians are in fome 
doubt as to the lawfulnefs of this praétice ; for the perfon, who has killed the victim, 
immediately retires, and leaves the axe behind him, to be proceeded’ again{ft in a 
judicial, way, as being moft concerned in, and anfwerable for the guilt of the 
vaction. “ 


The Athenians offer facrifices in return for benefits received, as well as in expec- 
tation of receiving them. As to the kind of thefe offerings, each Deity has his 
favourite and confecrated animal, Their reafons for fuch appropriations: are fome- 
times intelligible ; but they run generally into infinite fubtilty and refinement. Some 
regard is likewife had to the circumftances of the offerer, and the folemnity of the 
occafion; from the pomp of the hecatomb; ufed commonly to diftinguifh the inau- 
guration of kings, or triumphant. return'of conquerors, to the beggar's cheap and 
humble acknowledgment by only- kiffing his right hand, But I have fometimes 
fmiled at the expenfive and oftentatious gratitude ofi one of our Grecian philofo- 
phers, who facrificed a hundred head: of cattle to the Gods, for the- extraordinary 
afliftance he had. received in the difcovery of a geometrical propofition. 


How much more agreeable to good: fenfe and the nature: of things’ was the ori- 
ginal plainne{s and fimplicity of Athens in her religious worfhip, than after all her 
boafted advances in arts and politenefs! How) much more conformable to that reli- 
gion, over which thou prefideft with fo great’ faithfulnefs and dignity! which teaches 
us, that whatever or whenever we eat, we fhould offer up a fmall part of it to the 
fupreme Being, out of a dutiful fenfe of his bounty, and fupplicate his forgivenefs 
for the liberty we take in applying his creatures to our own fupport and prefer- 
vation. 


G. 
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HIE Greeks, Creanper, are in our armies, and our fleets. They traffic in all 

our provinces, and the court itfelf is not free from them. I think I find now 
and then a Perfian tinctured by their converfation. In difcourfe with a friend, who is 
not the ftricteft obferver of our religion and laws, I was amazed to hear him fay, . 
he thought himfelf under obligation to be virtuous, though the bleffed Oxomaspes 
had promifed no reward to virtue.. I deciare to. thee, the fentiment was fo new to 
me, that I did not know, whether to commend the difintéereftednefs that appeared in 
it, or condemn the felf-fufficiency of it, and the neglect it difcovered of the bounty 
of ORroMASDES. 


“« The great rule, faid he, of right and wrong is obvious to all; every fociety 
fuppofes its members acquainted. with it, and builds its laws thereupon. He who 
will deny, that a¢tions are diftinguifhable into honeft, brave, generous, and their 
contraries, abjures:his reafon ; the ufe of which. is no other than to enable him to 
diftinguifh things, as they are in nature; and the man, who would {trip himfelf 
naked, and bafk in the funfhine for coolnefs, or lie down upon a pointed rock. for’ 
eafe, acts.as wifely and properly, as he, who-would count it the fame to give an 
hungry perfon. bread, or a* ftone; or to- inflict ftripes: upon the innocent, and the 
guilty. The rule: is eafy and. undeniable ; to follow it, is to.a@- our proper part ;. 
to neglect it, is to.deny our nature, and the nature of all things: it is arule, which 
Oromasbes has not made for the government of our actions,.but purfued it in his 
own.. Before creation,. he comprehended. in his view the exact image of all things, 
though not yet in being; matter with allits variety of forms, relations, and effects ; 
animal. appetites, and rational powers.. In this vait idea of innumerable parts, he 
perceived fome-fit for ends, which others were not ; that infinite ufe and beauty would 
-refult fromthe coalefcence of thefe,,and the feparation of thofe. As an ingenious 
artift. in-contriving a curious machine. examines and rejeéts the imperfect fchemes, . 
that-occur to him, till he+can.collect from amoneft them’ the true model to work 
upon, Thus the. almighty Artificer fubmitted to work, according to the relations 
which things muft bear one to another; univerfal nature was copied froma model: 
in the divine mind, in. which we can obferve no blemith,.becaufe order was there: 
preferred to.confufion, and truth to inconfiftency. 


After creation commenced the moral ceconomy of the Deity, which, according to: 
the fame rule of truth, will find an exaét recompence for the virtuous, and a {uit- 
able vengeance for the wicked. But why? is it not becaufe this is treating human 
actions condignly; and the divine wifdom cannot mifapply its rewards? The truly 
wife man then looks upon aétions in the fame light with God; he confiders wirtue 
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as diftinguifhed in nature from vice, and thinks it amiable enough to be followed 
for its own fake, andif the Almighty recompence fuch a conduct, he accepts that 
bounty with thankfulnefs, which was no motive to his actions. To follow a reward, 
and to follow virtue, are to him things widely different ; the purfuit of this is ever 
honourable, and founded in reafon; the other is no more than felf-intereft and cun- 
ning, the bafeft motives for the guidance of a reafonable creature.” 


«¢ My- friend, faid I, I confefs it is the curfed AHRIMAN alone, the author of mif- 
rule, who would confound truth and falfhood, light and darknefs ; who would make 
his fway univerfal by diffolving the ties of virtue, which unite all the parts of the 
kingdom of Oromaspgs. He indeed obferves this rule of truth through all his 
works; for his wifdom exhibits it to his view, and approves it, and nothing can 
divert him from acting according to it. But furely you would not, without any 
farther inducements, prefcribe the dame rule to man, who would find fuch difficulty 
in the obfervance, and a bias fo frequently to decline from it. And fhould we fup- 
pofe, that the virtuous man, at the hazard of all his interefts, purfues it through- 
out; will not this extraordinary paradox be the refult, that the virtuous man excels 
his Creator, fince he governs his actions by the fame common rule, but with greater 
danger and difintereftednefs? A deduction fo clear, and at the fame time fo abfurd, 
is fufficient to convince us, that our arguings are fomewhere falfe. 


To fay the truth, happinefs fo nearly touches every being, that it muft be its 
firt concern. Let that be fecured, (as in the fupreme Being it is beyond all poffi- 
bility of change) and then it will be at liberty to obferve the beauty and force of 
this law ; which I cannot but approve im its own nature, but fhould. be as ridicu- 
lous to purfue to my own. mifery, asa poor man to fquander away, out of an af- 
fected generofity, the fmall means neceflary for his own prefervation. Difinterefted- 
nefs is madnefs in a creature, who has conftant intimations of his mifery and weak- 
nefs; and unlefs felf-prefervation could be reconciled with the rule. of virtue, this 
would not have been the meafure of human actions.. We truft therefore, that 
OromaspeEs will not let us fuffer for our adherence to virtue; but that we fhall be 
recompenfed for any interruption of our happinefs in its purfuit. Such a confidence 
enables us to aét without apprehenfion, and brings us near to the circumftances. of 
the Deity, whofe happinefs is altogether confiftent with the rule of his actions, As 
a philofopher then I fhould think, that the perfect law of truth was-immediately, 
and for its own fake, regarded by the Deity alone; and by all created beings through 
him. I donot hereby deny the univerfality of this law, but only take into it a con- 
fideration of our dependance on him, whence we had our being.. What more juft 
than this? Nor is it ungenerous and mercenary, as you feem to think; for I would 
follow virtue fteadily, while I might with tranquillity; and when I could not do 
this, I would ftill follow virtue, provided you will let me affure myfelf, (what. can- 
not be excluded from the mind of man) that my conduét is approved by the Deity, 
and that he will fome time vindicate it by his favour. Andon my part, to fhew all 
the difintereftednefs, that a needy creature can do, I will not pretend to prefcribe 
terms to him, nor afk when, or where: though it be, beyond the grave, and in 
worlds to come, I am contented; and hereby thew a generous confidence in my 
Maker.” | 6 

This 
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This was my anfwer, CLeanper; and I confefs I know no better, All religion is 
declaredly on my fide. I think too I have the authority of all legiflators for my opi- 
nion of human nature, who do not expeé our obedience to laws without promifing 
proportionable advantages. Matter of faét {peaks aloud for me on every fide; for 
where do we meet with general induftry, courage, and virtues of every fort, but 
under the protection and encouragement of a good monarch, who gives us reafon to 
be affured, that our beft efforts in the practice of our duty will be followed by fome- 
thing more than the mere empty complacence, which attends it? 

H. 
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OLE EUAINED HE Ris to21;,Gs GR Rawaays: 


GeRicues arrived here laft night from the court at Sufa, and put into my 
hands a difpatch from thee, with fome charaéters inclofed, which I fhall not fail 
to make ufe of in any thing, that requires great fecrecy.. It is impoffible for me to 
exprefs the concern and aftonifhment I felt, whilft I read the account thou civeft me 
of the king’s illnefs. Every melancholy idea, every fatal confequence crowded at 
once into my mind. But how greatly was I revived by the furprizing good effe&, 
with which a remedy out of Hippocrates was adminiftered! Anzxras well deferves 
the honours he has received from the courtiers, who, as my nephew informs me,. 
were preparing, when he took horfe, to congratulate the king upon his recovery. 


I fympathize with thee, noble fcribe, in thy grief for the behaviour of Trt- 
TEUCHMES, It is fcarce credible, that one, who bore the mott diftant affinity to thee, 
much lefs one, who by his long employment under thee, had opportunities of difcern- 
ing the frequent proofs thou giveft of fidelity, and an unexampled difintereftednefs, 
fhould act fo corrupt, fo vile a part, and make fo ungrateful a return to all thy fa- 
vours. The danger to myfelf was light, I affure thee, even in my own eftimation, 
when compared with the detriment, which the king’s affairs muft have received, had 
his practices continued. At the fame time thy friendly care on my account can never 
be enough acknowledged, 


Surely, there are times, when Arimanuus is bufy in fowing the feeds of treachery 
among{t mankind, and promoting the downfall of empires by internal commotions. 
He has at this juncture infatuated the governors of Cyprus and Egypt, and dazzle 
their eyes with the delufive glare of royalty and independance.t * * * * * * * * 
+ % S&S x * dejuus cetera. . 


+ Note by the Tranflator.] The Jewith tranflator informs us, that the original has in this 
place received fome damage from fire, fo that the remainder of this. important difpatch is be- 
come abfolutely illegible. He could: juft difcern the traces of letters unlike any he had before 

L ll met 
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ret with, which he fuppofes were the characters mentioned-to have been fent by CHARICLES, 
probably a kind of cypher. We cannot but condole with our readers on an accident, which 
has deprived them of a material anecdote relating to the above-mentioned governors, whofe in- 
tended revolt was in all likelihood prevented by the vigilance and induitry of CLEANDER and his 
patron ; for we hear no more of it. It isno wonder, that the learned Mesuopas, in the grief 
of his heart, protefts, that he would willingly give up twice the number of pages in the Talmud, 
to recover thofé, which are defaced in his Perfian MS. 


The affair of Terrrzucumes, from the want of Gosryas’s letter, to which CLEANDER 
refers, is alfo very obfeure. “Thus much appears, that he was a relation of the chief feribe, wha: 
had been employed in his office, and probably intrufted with affairs of confequence ; and that. 
he betrayed what_pafled through his hands to PyrHon, but was deteéted, before his treachery 
had produced any bad effect.” Thofe, who love to amufe themfelves with hiftorical parallels, . 
may compare this accident with one of the fame nature, that.happened to a very able minifter,. 
M. VitLeroy, fecretary of flate to K. Henry the [Vth of France. NicoLtas DE L’HOsTe,, 
his godfon, and firft commis, took a bribe of 1200 crowns per annum from the court of Spain, 
to give them advice of the mot fecret tranfaGions in his mafter’s department. After having con-- 
tinued this traiterous correfpondence for fome years, he was difcovered in a very odd manners. 
The whole ftory,, which is a curious one, may be found in Sutty’s Memoirs, Vol. LV. 


EE As EB CLXXIi. 
INTAPHERNES to: CLEANDE Rz. 


<7 HILE thou art perhaps expecting a lively defcription from the pen of Hyr-. 
¥V paspes of a birth-day folemnity, Talas! Cieanper, am inditing a letter 
to thee in his ftead, which muft turn upon a very different fcene, the melancholy ob- 
{equies of that Hypaspzs, our amiable friend, Such is the generofity of thy nature, 
that thou wilt, I dare fay, lament with me his lofs, from the pureft motives of.a dif-. 
interefted friendfhip ; whilft thofe, who have too little of the tender paffions in their: 
conftitution, to be much affected upon the like occafions, cannot help beftowing 
a tear on his memory. 


The laft birth-day of Artaxerxes was celebrated with more than ufual pomp.. 
When the days of public audience were expired (during which the great king is 
feated on his fplendid throne to receive the addreffes of his fatraps, with the prefents, ,_ 
that are fent from every province of the empire,) then all that numerous multitude, , 
which refort to Sufa upon thefe occafions, were feafted in that great fquare called the. 
court of the garden of the king’s palace *.. The whole folemnity was conducted ac-- 

. cording 


* We have in the fir chap. of the book of Efther, a full defcription of the magnificence of the » 
Perfian kings upon thefe public entertainments. We read of white, green, and blue hangings-faftned 
with cords of fine linen. and purple to filver rings and pillars of marble; that the beds were of gold 
and filver upon a pavement of red, blue, white, and black marble ; and that the drinking veflels were 
of gold, the veffels being diverfe one from another; and royal wine in abundance, according: to the 
flate of the king. We read likewife at the 8th verfe, that the cuftom of compelling men to drink more 
upon fuch occafions, than would do them good, was very much difcouraged by AnasvERus. And 
as we have fome reafon to conclude, that the AnasuERuUS there mentioned. was the fame with our 
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cording to the ancient cuftoms, which are well fuited to the magnificence of the fu- 
preme Lord of the Eaft. But there is one thing, which our prefent grief fhould 
caufe to be for ever banifhed from thefe public rejoicings, that excefs, which has 
been thought neceffary to exprefs our loyalty upon fuch occafions, and has ‘too often 
proved fatal to the beft and moft temperate of his fubjeéts. The wifdom of Arrax- 
ERxeES has long fince difavowed that ridiculous privilege, which he thought incon- 
fiftent with the dignity of our monarchs, that of drinking immoderately themfelves, 
and joining in the Perfic dance* at fuch feafons, But let us draw a veil over this 
indifcretion, which perhaps is the only confiderable one you will find throughout the 
life of that excellent fatrap. And indeed it is my opinion, that the hurry and fatigue 
he underwent in performing the ceremonials of his office, upon this grand cccafion, 
contributed more than the royal wine, to the caufe of his untimely death. 


Very incapable am I of doing juftice to his character, for few there are who ftand in 
fo amiable a light. None have I known more large 


eely poflefled of all thofe focial 
virtues, which claim an univerfal efteem. None have I known fo unenvied in his 


greatnefs, becaufe fuch was the ufe he made of his intereft with his fovereion, that 


nobody had caufe to wifh it lefs. A ftranger to the low arts of flattery, he difdained 


to recommend himfelf to the favour of his prince by any of thofe indireé&t methods, 
or bafe infinuations, which are too often the practice of a court. He never pro- 
feffed friendfhip where he was not cordially fincere, much lefs to any perfon, whom 
he would fecretly have betrayed. Nor did he ever exprefs a zeal in any caufe, to 
which he was not by honour-and principle moft firmly attached. In this addrefs and 
behaviour he fhewed’ a becoming eafe, a manly gracefulnefs; nothing effeminate, 
nothing fantaftical. Gay without levity, and polite without affectation, he was perfectly 
fkilled in the minuteft exactneffes, ‘and all the moft circumftantial forms of a court; 
yet without looking upon thofe-things as of any confideration, abftra¢ted from their 
place and time. | The benevolence of his difpofition involuntarily thewed itfelf in 
that perpetual ferenity of temper, and ‘natural cheerfulnefs, which could only flow 
from a good mind. Sure, CrzanpeEr, fuch a man does an honour to his nation, 
while he fhines among the principal ornaments of the court. Ambaffadors of fo- 
reign ftates, by being introduced by him to the royal prefence, received a mete 
heightened idea of the Perfian grandeur and politenefs, than from all that dazzling 
fhow, which furrounds our monarch’s throne. By an happy addrefs, an agreeable 
condefcenfion, ‘and engaging affability, he-had the art to reconcile ftrangers to our 
cuftoms, however different from their own. To thee 


hee, who haft_converfed and cor- 


refponded with him, I need not mention the elegancy, with which he entertained his 


friends. Pofieffed with thefe virtues and accomplifhments, he died lamented by his 
royal mafter, lamented by all, who knew his worth. 
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For my own part fo highly do 


* For the! Perfic dance fee Zenoru. 6th book of the expedition of the younger Crrus, where he 


thus defcribes it, 7zacs D¢.tdotleporndy apyeito ‘xporey Tas wLATas, Kal @arXase nal dyisaTo. 
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I prize the reputation of his friendfhip, that if my name fhall chance to go down to 
pofterity, I defire no other memorial to remain of me than this, that InraPpHERNES 
once lived the friend of Hypaspes. 


US 


Pte ee ER” ge hol an, 


CLEAN D eR’ to HY v ruis: 


M Y brother has had, I: find, a regard to the fatrap’s recommendation; he has: 
i J. paid the price demanded for thee, and placed thee in my Tmolian villa. . Is 
will become thee, by thy diligence and fidelity, to fhew, thou haft deferved this ad- 
vancement, from a laborious employment in the old gardens of Crogsus, to the 
command over the peafants of three villages, and the care of thofe works, which will 
be the delight of thy matter. 


Ever fince the pafling of the king’s grant to me, the inhabitants, no.longer in 
fear of the royal collectors, have been remifs in bringing in the accuftomed portion 
of their produce. This thou art by no means to allow; and if any neglect thy fum- 
mons, let them know that the governor of Sardis is ready at any time to fupply thee 
with a number of foldiers, to be quartered at thy difcretion upon the defaulters, till 
fatisfaction is made. There is another irregularity, which. gives me more uneafinefss 
the laft feafon of the gold-fifhery, juft before the tents were pitched for the officers 
of the treafury, fome from the neighbouring farms were feen at work in the river™. | 
Ufe all poffible means to difcover thefe offenders; thou knoweft the feverity of the 
laws; and let the officers in their next journey find them impaled upon the fpot. 
What an unworthy return to my gracious lord, to fuffer his revenue to be pillaged, 
upon the very lands which I owe to his bounty! 


When Trrepuanes arrives, fee, that he be entertained, as becomes my friend, 
He. will give orders for feveral alterations in the villa, and lay the foundation of. a 
fire-temple: let him be fupplied with fuch materials and workmen, as he demands. 
The quarry on the other fide the mountain will furnith ftone ; for I will not have the 
tomb + of AtyaTTeEs any. more defaced. On the contrary, Lintend that venerable 
monument fhall be.reftored: TrLepuanezs will make good the bafe, and the five rude 
pyramids, with the infcriptions; and thou muft plant a large circular grove of beech 
in the middle, and clumps of pines at proper diftances all round it. A double- 


* The Pactolus. Crrawper’s villa feems to have been fituate upon this river, near the foot of” 
mount T'molus, famous for its faffron. 


+ Heronotus calls.this a prodigious work, inferior only to thofe in gypt and Babylon. It was. 
a mound of earth raifed upon a bafement of huge ftones; and feems to have been a circle of 1300-feet 
diameter. Thofe rude pyramids were intire in the. hiftorian’s time. Near this monument. was the. 
lake-of. Gyges 
avenue: 
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avenue, of plane-trees muft join the houfe to the temple; and the banks of Gyges’s 
lake are to be repaired, and all the variety of trees, that the foil. will bear, encou- 
raged to grow upon them. The marble bufts of the King, Mrcasyzus, and Go- 
BryAs, are defigned for the fummer-portico, which looks towards the north. The 
ftatues and vafes ‘TrLepHanes will difpofe amongft the plantations. 


There will be fent from Ephefus twelve Spartan dogs: the Helot, who brings 
them, is to feed and train them: fuch provifions and convenienciés, as he wants, 


mutt be allowed him. Prepare a {trong inclofure by the river fide for the horfes of’ 


the old Perfian race, out of the royal ftud in Nifeea; and another for the camels, and 
the affes for ftallions, which Orsames promifed me from Arabia. Thou wilt alfo 
receive from that lord fome Scythian bows and hunting-fpears of Damafcus: let them 


be carefully laid up. Send back by his meffengers ten meafures of faffron, and:take: 


care it be of the fineft growth of the mountain. 


Trufty Hytius, I envy thee the bufinefs, I now charge thee with. I long to be 
employed myfelf among my buildings and plantations. Fear not however to lofe 
thy office: preferve the character, that is given of thee; and thy mafter, when he 
comes, will be only thy fellow-labourer,. 


W.. 


GEghhobek CLXXIV.. 
CLEANDER to TERIBAZUS. 


HE regular remittances. thou: haft made to me for a confiderable time patt,, 
T noble fatrap, ‘would fcarce have claimed my particular acknowledgements,. 
without the honour of thy letter, which has added the grace of private friendthip to 


what, might otherwife. have feemed’an ordinary effect of thy care in the execution.of 


a, public truft. I forefaw and regretted long fince, that the ill defigns of Timocuzs 
the Euboean would not be limited by the exercife of his unwearied malice againit me,. 
but would end in the bafeft ingratitude to his mafter. The lofs of twenty talents 
out of thy coffers, and the villains flight, are fuficient to convince thee of it ; ‘and, 
like a generous enemy, thou art not afhamed to defcend from thy dignity to do an 
act of juftice to the meaneft of the flaves of ARTAxERxES. The promife thou haft 
given me of protection relieves me from the apprehenfion of court-artifices ; and I 
fhall enjoy my fields of faffron, and the fprings at the foot of Tmolus, in fecurity, 
while I know, that. my conduct is approved by every minifter in the king’s palace. 
There is fomething too in the reconciliation of a potent adverfary,. that flatters our 
vanity more than. the continued affection of a friend:. the one is:often the effect of. 
long acquaintance, prejudice, and habitual partiality ; the other, even again{t pre- 
judice, feems founded on the matureft refult of conviction. I cannot perfuade 
myfelf, that. the greatnefs of thy mind, or the lownefs. of my condition, ve 
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fuffer thee to make any advances towards me, but on the moft honourable 
motives. 


Thou art defirous to know, how far Ihave been led by. :my enquiries into that, 
which is the peculiar object of thy attention.; the fources of wealth in this country, 
and its revenues. The Athenians value themfelves on the veins of marble, which 
they have kept open for many years in the mountain Hymettus: they adorn their 
city with it at an eafy rate, and furnifh it to the reft of Greece, and fome parts of 
the leffer Afia. But what has proved of the moft fignal advantage, both for en- 
riching the ftate and individuals, is the pofleffion of filver mines at Laurium between 
the Pireceus and cape Sunium. Thefe are truly inexhauftible; and though they 
fometimes complain of being overftocked with labourers for the tillage of their 
lands, yet here is perpetual employment ; ‘they even allow ftrangers to fearch for 
them, if they will be at the expence of raifing works, Silver being confidered as 
the ftandard of commerce, they know, that the more they have of it, the greater 
will be the quantity annually exported by their merchants, and in return the com- 
modities .of all other countries are brought home to them; fo that the publie. 
revenues are advantaged in two different ways by thefe works; firft, by. the afleff- 
ment on the oar, as it comes out of the mine, and then by a cuftom levied on 
thofe goods, which are imported in exchange for it. Indeed it is ndt long, that 
they have made ufe of this benefit beftowed on them by nature for the fervices of 
the ftate ; fince before the time of TuemistToctes no tax was laid upon the digging 
of oar; but he propofed the erecting that fund, for the fupport of the war againft 
the people of Aégina. 


As there isa pretty general complaint for the want of miners, I cannot avoid 
digreffing a little in this place, to open to thee a favourite. project of fome perfons 5 
ewhich is, that a large number of flaves fhould be purchafed by the commonwealth, 
to be let out to thofe, who have mines. A mark may be fet on their habits, to 
diftinguith them from fuch as arethe property of private men, anda ceftain price 
paid into the treafury for the hire of them. Thhefe flaves, if properly trained, might 
be ufeful in. time of war, either for the fleet or foldiery: they would always be a 

ood defence of the fortreffes at Anaphlyfium and Thoricus, which cover the mines 
to the fouth, and to the north, about the diftance of fixty ftadia from each other: 
and if another caftle were built between both, as a place of general rendezvous in 
time of danger, the filver mines might be protected better in any future invafions of 
their territory. This caftle would be fituated s00 ftadia from Megara, 600 from 
Thebes ; fo that fhould an enemy march either of thofe ways, he mutt pafs by Athens. 
It is very probable therefore, that no fufficient force could be fent to difturb, much 
lefs to poffefs and ufe them. Befides all this, if better encouragement were piven 
to ftrangers to fettle in Attica, by releafing them from the very hazardous and -dif- 

agreeable employment of ferving in their fhips and armies; by allotting, as a free 
eift to thofe, who would build houfes'in Athens, the wafte ground in feveral quarters 
of the city; or by inviting them to fettle near the mines in the country, and raife‘a 
large town there; great eftates would be made, the country would grow more po- 
pulous, and the public more wealthy. But the fuperftitious regard, in which the 
name of TnHespus is-held by the Athenians, and a falfe maxim of policy, makes 
them 
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them adhere to what he did for them. He very wifely incorporated the twelve 
cities of Cecrops, when the ftate was in its infancy, that their united efforts might 
tend under one fcheme of government to the common good. Now, it feems, they 
are determined to raife no more cities in Attica, left the {trength of Athens be di- 
verted, and its greatnefs injured; and they rather chufe, when crouded with too 
many inhabitants, to fend out colonies (as they did lately to Thurium) for the im- 


provement of other countries, than to increafe the inhabitants and buildings on their 
own foil. 


I return to the revenues: The whole amount of their yearly value is 2000 talents; 
a confiderable part of which is raifed not only by the filver mines, and the cuftoms 
of the Piraeus, but by the loppings ofthe groves on the banks of the Iliffus, and 
the woods on the fide of fome of their hills. Another part arifes from the duties 
laid on the profeffion of particular trades and arts, and on ftrangers and freed flaves. 
The judicial fines.and amercements bring in a large fum to the ftate, where the free 
and {tubborn temper of the people fo greatly inclines them to litigioufnefs. A tentl 
of thefe is fet afide for Minerva, a fiftieth for the other Gods, and the reft is car- 
ried into the treafury. But the annual payments exacted of the tributary ‘cities are 
the fureft fupport of the public fervice.. They were originally levied under the alarm 
_of general danger to all Greece, when it was over-run by Xerxus, and continued 
aiterwards as contributions to enable them to make head againft Perfia, if-a fecond 
invafion fhould ever be defigned or attempted. Aruisrrpzs firft collected them, and 
raifed 460 talents. Prricies added near a third, fo as to increafe them to 600. 
Cizon (as furious a declaimer as he was againft the burdenfome taxes in the laft 
adminiftration) has. enlarged them to 800. And the fondnefs of the people for 
theatrical entertainments, the erecting temples and ftatues, joined to the growing 
“charges of the war, will probably carry them much higher. Notwithftanding the 
number. of courts and judges, before whom all proceedings are brought in a legal 
way, 150 talents fuffice to defray their appointments ; and yet by the corruption of © 


thofe, who are at the head_of affairs, thefe revenues are every year expended by the 
commonwealth. 


The prefident of the proedfoi has the keys of the treafury; but as that prefident- 
fhip lafts only for a day, he is not allowed to keep them longer; and no man is 
entrufted with them a fecond time.. He takes no part in difpofing the revenue, which: 
is afligned to the care of the principal treafurer, and the comptroller-of his accounts, 
who both wear gold rings as the badges of their dignity. 


The citadel is the only place, where the wealth of the ftate- is lodged. How dif- 
proportionate is this tothe magnificence of the Perfian empire! where, thou well 
knoweft, the four cities of Sufa, Perfepolis, Pafargada, and Damafcus, can. fcarce 
contain the fhining heaps of filks, jewels, filver and gold, which adorn the court of 
our monarch, raife armies, equip fleets, and create the awe and the affection of thofe 
roillions, who either fear his power, or feel his liberality.. Yet whence is it, that the 
little and comparatively poor {tate of Attica becomes even formidable to Afia? Can. 
it be for any other reafon, great minifter, than that fuperfluity.depreffes the mind as 
much as poverty = 


Twill 
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I will not enter into a detail of the officers in the revenue. Thefe fwarm in ~ 
every corner of Athens, and the caufe of it is obvious. In a government like this, 
the minifters, who would attach men to their fervice, muft have a variety of em- 
ployments in their power. It is very eafy to find out a plaufible pretext for making 
a new officer in the management of the public money, when it is not fo in any other 
part of the conftitution; the confequence of which is, that the claims of dependents 
occafion gradual additions of this nature, which the intereft of the public is at no 
time powerful enough to cancel. 


The taxes raifed in different ways by the commonwealth are paid in current money 
of gold and filver. Not fo is it in Perfia. Our coin as yet is not fufficiently fettled, 
nor divided into various fhapes of leffer value for the fervices of life among the vul- 
gar. Some attempts have been made towards it: Darius gained immortal honour 
by the gold pieces, which bear his name. Aryanpes by his filver drachm even 
raifed the envy of his matter, who, in a manner very inconfiftent with his ufual be- 
nignity and good fenfe, took away the life of the fatrap, to fatisfy that thirft of re- 
venge, which his vanity had provoked. It is thy part to imitate and improve on 
thefe great models: Artaxerxes can think nothing, which adds to the glory and 
felicity of his reign, whatever be the hand producing it, a diminution of his per- 
fonal merit. 


There is fomething however in the way of collecting the great king’s revenues, 
which are paid in kind, that has more an air of equity and grandeur, than the prac- 
tice of the Athenians. Every country lays a portion. of thofe commodities, for 
which it is diftinguifhed, on the fteps of histhrone. The fatrapy of Armenia fends 
20,000 young horfes annually to the ftud at Nifzea; Atgypt, immenfe quantities of 
corn; Lydia, a thoufand bars and ingots of gold. ‘The queen’s veil, girdle, and 
mantle, are the honourable names of three wealthy cities; the bread, wine, and 
wearing apparel of TuemisTocces, are to this day the appellations of others; and 
while thofe cities ftand, they will be lafting monuments of the royal munificence. 


One cannot but obferve further, that this way of colleéting is very little expofed 
to the hazard of embezzlements. The tributes of the empire are too unwieldy for 
‘the purpofes of knavery; whereas in Athens, the pecuniary payments may now and 
then be fecreted or leffened without fear of a difcovery, and afford ftrong temptations 
to the avarice and difhonefty of an officer. Yet I know not how it is, TeR1Bazus, 
fuch is the increafing, and at the fame time the bafhful nature of corruption, that 
the proftitute rife daily in their demands; but, unlefs it can aflume a more conve- 
nient form than the cumbrous one of talents, muft lye under difficulties in tranfact- 
ing with thofe, who are difpofed to gratify them. The little dealings of that fort, 
to which the neceffity of the king’s fervice has obliged me, were attended with auk- 
ward-circumftances; and if the fum was confiderable, great caution required in the 
conveyance of it. I make no doubt, but the wifdom of pofterity will introduce new 
refinements into this fubject ; or elfe vice, out of mere concern for its own interefts, 
mutt ftop fhort in its career, and the kingdom of Auriman be deftroyed, before the 
feafon appointed in the book of deftiny. 
C. 
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De eRe POR ICR Yt 


CLEANDER ‘to GoBRYA‘S. 


Es is probable, thou haft already received advice, that ARTApHERNES has been 
detained at Eione by the Athenian colleétor of the tribute in. thofe parts; and 

therefore the news of his arrival at Athens will not furprize thee, fo much as it did 

myfelf, who was ignorant of what had befallen him in his paffage through Thrace. 


Judge of my aftonifhment, potent lord, when going down yefterday morning to 
the Pirzeus, I was told by a friend, whom I met with in the way, that a Perfian 
fatrap of diftinguifhed quality was juft arrived on board an Athenian galley: <<“ What, 
returned I haftily, hath Arraxerxes fent a public minifter hither? Surely it muft 
be a commiflion of fingular importance, which could require fo much fecrecy, as 
that a more formal notification of the embafly fhould not be Art given.” My friend 
was unable to give me any further light into the matter ; and we continued our walk 
to the port, but in the way fell in with a great multitude of people, in. the midft of 
whom a band of foldiers, with the archon Potemarcu at their head, were .conduct- 
ing an old man of a grave afpeét, and majeftic appearance, to the Prytaneum. I 
had the-curiofity to prefs as near this venerable {tranger as I could, and was amazed 
beyond meafure to difcern, in his countenance, all the features of my old patron and 
friend ArrapHernes. I haftened out of the croud, that nobody might obferve 
the concern I was under; and impatient to have my doubts cleared up, went in- 
{tantly to Cizon’s houfe, but was fome time before I could fee him, becaufe feveral 
of the magiftrates and ruling members of the affembly were that morning in clofe 
confultation with him. As foon as they were departed, he came to me, and pre- 
vented what I was going to fay, by telling me, that an accident had happened, 
which, though it might feem to prognofticate a rupture with Perfia, and appear in- 
confiftent with the refpeét, which the republic had always profeffed for the grea 
king, might yet, he hoped, by prudence and temper on both fides, be fo managed, 
as to produce a perfect good underftanding, and a clofer friendfhip betwixt them. 
He then proceeded to acquaint me, “ that Aristrpes, (grandfon of the great Aris- 
TipEs) the collector of the tribute at Eione, having ftrong reafons to imagine, that 
a Perfian fatrap travelling through his jurifdi€tion was fent to negotiate with the ene- 
mies of this ftate, had ventured, without any orders from the people, to ftop both 
him and _ his retinue; and being on his departure out of the country, had brought 
them in his fquadron to Athens. That he had likewife infpected the papers of this 
embaitador, which entirely confirmed his fufpicions; for amoneft them he found’ a 
letter from -ARTAXERxES. to the Lacedemonians, empowering the bearer of it, to 
make; propofitions in his name,) and receive their’s in return, and inftructions to en- 
ter into a treaty with the Spartan republic on conditions therein fpecified.” “ This 
conduct of your court, added Crzon, is the ftrongeft juftification of our commif- 
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ay be thought irregular, and a violation of the law 
ken to amufe us with overtures, in order to 
fell her alliance dearer to the Lacedazemonians, cannot deferve a much gentler name ; 
and one extraordinary ftep may ferve to excufe the other,” He concluded, however, 
by affuring me, that “ fach were the real difpofitions of his countrymen to prefer 
the friendfhip of Perfia to all other confiderations, and fuch his own defire to ac- 
knowledge the favours he had received from the king, that the magiftrates would 
give orders for the entertainment of ARTAPHERNES in a manner fuitable to his rank, 
and the dignity of the prince he reprefented ; and it was likewife refolved to call an 
dffembly in a few days, wherein he ‘ntended to move the nominating a folemn em- 
affy to the court of Sufa; and that ArTapHernes fhould be defired to accompany 
hofe, who were chofen for the employment. In the mean time; he faid, we might 

d in my former letters) to. fome 
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en and prepare things for a more public negotiation.” 


foners proceedings ; for if they m 


of nations, furely the part Perfia has ta 
d 
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in private conferences bring the project (mentione 
maturity, and confequently rip 


Lheard him to the end. of his difcourfe without interruption, and then replied 
briefly, that “as I had no orders from the king on this unexpected event, LE could 
only {peak my own fenfe of the matter, which was, that fo notorious a breach of the 
law of nations, as ftopping the perfon of a public minifter, and examining his papers,. 
could no otherwife be repaired or foftened, than by a fevere and fpeedy punifhment 

open difavowal of his behaviour: that I wondered to: 


infli@ted on ArisTipzs, and an 
hear him aim at juftifying the feizure of Arrapuernes ftom his being fent to the 
Lacedeemonians, as if the war between them and the Athenians deprived the king 


of his liberty to tranfact bufinefs with either of the parties by his ambaffadors, who 
had an indifputable right to a free paffage over the dominions of every ftate, with 
whom their mafter maintained a friendfhip, and were not to be ftopped upon bare 
furmifes.” I obferved alfo, that “ he himfelf tacitly fuppofed the injuftice of the 
ation confidered apart, by putting it as a retaliation for the infincerity of the Per- 
Gan court in their dealings with Athens. But I little expected to hear reproaches 
of that nature come from one, towards whom the king had exprefied fo fingular a 
confidence, and given already feveral proofs of his regard. And as to the papers, 
upon which he laid fuch ftrefs, I ventured to affirm, that, upon a more accurate con 
fideration of them, nothing elfe would appear, than that Arraxerxes, like a prince 
careful of his own intereft, and that of his fubjects, was determined, that thofe 
fhould reap the advantages of his alliance, who fhewed moft readinefs in acknow- 
ledging his juft claims, and proved their title to his protection by the goodnefs of 
their caufe. In refpect to the laft point, viz. the continuing our conferences, I re- 
membered thy orders, that I fhould not be over forward in bringing matters to an 
“fue ; and therefore contented myfelf with alledging the propriety of deferring them, 
till we heard in what manner the king received the news of ARTAPHERNES’S journey 
being ftopped, left we fhould fpend time to no purpofe, if violent meafures. on the 


part of Perfia were the confequences of it. 


This is the fubftance, potent Lord, of my converfation with Crzon, who em- 


braced me at parting, and faid, “ Do no ill office, Creanper, and, I will anfwer 


for it, this affair will be amicably adjufted.” I replied, “1 fhould do my duty by 
giving a faithful account of what paffed on this occafion, but that the king, whom 


I had 
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I had the honour to ferve, was too wife a prince, to want any fuggettions from me, 
by which to regulate his affairs.” 


I have fince found means to procure a private admittance to ARTAPHERNES, who 
is lodged in the Prytaneum, and entertained in a more {plendid and honourable man- 
ner, than the minifters from any foreign ftate whom I ever faw here. I refer thee 
to his letters, which he difpatches this night by an Aftanda, for the particulars of 
his being feized at Eione, and of his ufage and reception fince his arrival in this city. 
He has likewife taken it upon himfelf to apprize thee of the realons, which have 
induced him to come to a refolution, not to refufe accompanying the embafladors (if 
the people fhall appoint any) to the Perfian court. 


Thou wilt no doubt be curious to know, if Arrstrogs was really inftructed Ly 
his mafters to fecure ARTAPHERNES in his paffage ; or whether. (as CLzown pro- 
tefted to me more than once) he aéted by his own authority, and did not ac- 
quaint the magiftrates here with what he had done, till he entered the Pirzeus with 
his prifoners. 


I have made the moft diligent enquiry imaginable into this point. Our refiners 
in politics entertain themfelves. and their hearers with feveral {peculations upon it 
equally various and uncertain.. Some affirm, that Aristipzs was inftigated to com- 
mit fo bold an action, by a private letter from CLzon, and two or three of his prin- 
cipal friends: others, with as much confidence, are extremely eager to whifper in 
one’s ear, that itis all a contrivance of Nricras, to induce his countrymen to clap 
up a peace with Sparta, after having offered fo fenfible an affront to the court of 
Perfia, But I have fufficient grounds to believe, that this extraordinary behaviour 
of ArisTipEs takes its rife entirely from the natural temper of the man, who is 
rough, enterprizing, and inconfiderate, defirous at any rate to’ pufh himfelf for- 
ward, and filled with an hereditary abhorrence for Perfia and the great king, which 
he carries to a ridiculous pitch. 


From what I can collect of the difpofition, which the people at prefent are in, 
they will not.make the leaft fcruple to difown their commiffioner; but any motion 
for punifhment is not likely to prevail, becaufe it will be thought hard to give up 
an officer for a fault, which was occafioned by the excefs of his-zeal (though a mifl- 
taken one) for the public fervice. But I comfort myfelf with the thoughts, that 
the folermn embaffy, which the Athenians are preparing, will come charged with 
fubmiffions for what is paft, and with conceffions of the higheft importance to the 
future intereft of Perfia. J am bold to fay this, becaufe it is wonderful to ob- 
ferve, how ftrong a turn the affections of the people have taken in our favour, and 
with how much rapture they extol the wife government of ARTaxERxes, and the 
felicity of his reign. It is improbable, that the Lacedzmonians will yield to their 
rivals in the canieft, for. an ally, who can adda cafting weight to the balance of 
Greece; and thus will our monarch, the light and elory of the eaft, enjoy a diftinc- 
tion unknown to the moft renowned of his ancettors, of feeing the chief nations in 
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the weft proftrate themfelves by turns; for protection, at the foot of his tefplendent 
throne. 
From Athens the 14th of Pyanepfion. 
i 


Pee eT ER CERXVeT 


Cpr nNDER. to GOBRY AS. 


i HAVE long imagined, noble Gosryas, that the accounts, which I fometimes 
— fend thee of debates in the Athenian affembly, muft be peculiarly agreeable to 
he nature and genius of popular councils, and the dif- 


\ 
thee, as they tend to open t 
point may be fhewn by the wit, the zeal, and the 


ferent colours, in which the fame 
jealoufy of contending parties. 


as * principal treafurer, prefented to the people a {cheme of 
ear. They amounted to near two thirds of their annual 
revenues, which he propofed to lay out in equipping 60 gallies, 2000 foot, and 300 
horfe, for a fecret expedition. This propofition occafioned a long and remarkable 
debate, in which the chiefs on both fides were careful to diftinguith themfelves. The 
adventrous minifter, who moved it, opened the nature and reafons of it in a long 
and elaborate harangue. He declared, “‘ that the opinion he was now coing to 
offer was a natural confequence of his averfion to a peace, which muft neceflarily 
have been broken, when Sparta had recovered its ftrength, and found means to cre- 
ate an opportunity of renewing the war: that the only way to reftore Athens to its 
original dominion over Greece, was to attack their enemies in the moft fenfible 
parts. He did not know, whether it was right to intimate too ftrongly what he 
had projected for a plan of military operation, in the words of the queftion; but he 
believed, that every one might underftand, where lay the moft fenfible parts of the 
pofleffions of Lacedemon. He faid the ifland of Cythera was the wall and the ci- 
tadel of Sparta; that there had not been that attention to fecure it, which might 


have been expected from the importance of its fituation; and he could not think it 
nat many had thought the attack 


either impracticable or romantic to attempt it: tl 
upon Corinth laft year a very wild {cheme, yet it had been attended with fome .de- 
gree of fuccels : that many more had thought the defcent upon Sphacteria abfurd 
fo the degree of being ridiculous, yet the Gods had profpered them: that he faw 
no colour of argument; why they fhould be fo far wanting to themfelves, to the ge- 
nius of their ftate, and to the propitious Deities, whom they worfhip, as to negleé& 
an occafion of endeavouring to compafs what they might long in vain have withed 


for; that now the occafion had prefented itfelf, it appeared to be decifive, and the 
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defign more probably fortunate, than the expeditions juft mentioned before they 
proved | fo in event: that let others fay what they would of his meafures, and mif- 
call them rafh, he muft remind them, that the courage of a wife man does not arife 
fo much from ‘Spirit, as from knowledge. ‘¢ Athenians, concluded he, I am not one 
of the turn of mind with fome, who might be named to you, who, when the affairs 
of our adverfaries are in a flourifhi ing condition, walk up and down with a more than 
ordinary chearfulnefs in the forum, giving their hand to fuch as will be pleafed with 
‘the néws, and make a fair report of them to others, who mean the ruin of our ftate. 
Nor when your counfels are profperous, do I fix my eyes upon the ground, and figh, 
becaufe it flatters the opinion of the men I hate, and out of very grief for vag fe. 
curity; but as I mean to exercife my reafon, fo I interett my paffions and all my 
powers in your fervice.” He was feconded by Lysicies and Eucrares, two of his 


inftruments, one of them * paymafter of the forces, the other + comptroller of the 
public accounts. 


The fpeech of Curzon made a good impreffion, and was efteemed an artful and 
notable performance. Droportus rofe up to anfwer him. He fet. out with profef- 
fing, ‘* that he was not in the !eaft furprized with the reafonings of that day: he 
thought thofe, who had appeared with fo much zeal in oppofition to the Spartan 
commiflioners, aéted very confiftently in propofing this meafure for their affent : that 
he had all along differed from Cueon in opinion; and for his own part he durft as 
heartily oppofe it, as others. more fanguine dare advance it; for every ftep, which 
carried them from the profpect of peace, carried them further from the true intereft 
of Athens. He faid, it would be abfurd to particularize the evils of war before 
thofe who felt them; and the rather, as an inexperience of them leads no man into 
it, and the fevereft fenfe of them diverts no man from it, while he fuffers inclination 
to contrive his enterprizes, and hope to fuggett the ifue of them. That ee effects 
of peace, in favour of that ftate, cae former difficulties, fhould have induced them 
at leaft to give its advocates a fair hearing, that after the retreat of the Perf ans, 


A 


they had for many years attended am the cultivation of con nmerce, to the {plendor of 


their temples, and religious ceremonies; to the increafe of their wealth, and quiet 
eftablifhment of their power: that the thing, which: had moft contributed to the pre- 
fervation of their own and the common liberty at that juncture, was their moderation 
towards Sparta ; that: the wifdom, which they then fhewed in deferring the command to 
that ftate, “when it was fooli ifhly and eter ntly infifted on, had been the « great fource 


of their fubfequent authority; and an imita nof that wifdom feemed the} proper means 
of continuing it. That their expences are ey burdenfome : the a oll-tax had been 
raifed more than once fince Ve ‘beg ae of the war (a circumitance extremely un- 
ufual);, and though the public can fupport the calamitics of a few EAaue men, yet 
no private man can long iupport the ca sdniles of the public: that a li were already 
fo far exhautted, s that in many years they could not be reftored again to a fufh- 
cient Balance for Perfia: that ic was neither the intereft of Greece, nor of the great 
king, to fee Lacedzemon, or indeed either of the contending cities, di eftroyed 5 be- 
caule the former might fufped t the conqueror would tyrannize over the leffer fates ; 
and the latter would know, that in fuch cafe the united ftrength of Greece might be 
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brought to a& uniformly againft him undér one head. So that the end propofed to 
thefe meafures of entirely reducing Sparta appeared wholly unattainable; the means 
too impracticable, for though there was fomething plaufible in the thought of at- 
tacking Cythera, yet it muft prove very difficult in the execution; that the Spartans 
would certainly draw down their whole force to its defence, as foon as they hear of 
the defign, and would be particularly ftudious of retrieving any credit they had loft 
in Sphacteria. As to the eftimates, he thought them extravagant, and not made 
without a view to the perfonal benefit of fuch citizens, as have the management of 
the public coffers.” ‘* In conclufion, added he, to thofe, who eagerly with the 
continuance of war, I defire leave to fay, that it is not difficult, when advice is ne- 
ceffary, to affume an air of courage, nor when danger approaches to reprefent its 
terrors; but this is as difficule as it is becoming, in danger to fhew courage, and in 
council prudence.” 


The turns in popular affemblies are fo quick, that the fpeech I have juft recited, 
accompanied with great energy and pathos both of action and expreffion, feemed to 
have an effect upon the people, which was only to be taken off by Epicenes, an ora- 
tor of great eloquence and parts. He faid, ** he had flattered himfelf with hopes on 
the former queftion concerning the propofitions of the Spartan commiffioners, that 
thofe, -who were for rejecting them, would have had the concurrence of the men, who 
entered into the war with eagernefs, and admired the conduct of Pericies: that he 
remembered the time, when that party held a very different language, and in a feafon 
of general diftrefs, again{t the general opinion, oppofed fending embaffadors to the 
Lacedzmonians, or receiving any from theny; that fince the fupport they had given 
to the commiffioners, it was in no fort aftonifhing they fhould difapprove the motion 
now made; but their conduét was a ftrong proof of unadvifed levity; all for war 
and vigour to-day, peace and moderation to-morrow. ‘That it is no argument againft 
the fitnefs of political meafures to fay they are attended with hazard ; every meafure of 
government, efpecially in war, is expofed to it; and provided the end be right, and 
the means not improbable, you ought to be at an expence in maintaining them: that 
while the Athenians intend to be the firft people of Greece in trade, they muft en- 
deavour to be the firft in power: that their naval force would decay, if they did not 
affert their authority on the continent of Greece and Afia.” ‘* Where, exclaimed 
he, will be the vent for your merchandizes ? Where the tribute and obedience of the 
iflands ? What friend will truft you? What enemy will fear you?” ‘That the beft 
way to maintain that authority, was to purfue the beginnings of their fuccefs, and to 
do otherwife would be prepofterous. That to fay nothing of their intereft, they were 
bound in henour to this conduét. The late cruel ufage of Plataea, an ancient ally 
of this city, as well as the injuries and violence, that produced the war on their 
part, fhewed how little the Spartans regarded juftice or humanity : that no punifh- 
ment was too great for them, and the Gods are preparing to inflict it by the hand 
of Athens. ‘That as to what is faid of being reftored as a balance to Perfia, there is 
no weight in it; they were at no time a balance for Perfia, fcarcely even at the head 
of the confederacy : but the defpair of being fo great as they could with, is no reafon 
why they fhould not aim to be as great as they can, That as the intereft of all ftates 
muft vary according to their engagements and exigencies in different,periods of time, 
fo the intereft of Athens.muft vary; and he was not without good hopes of the 
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affection and alliance of the great king; and if they could fecure his friendfhip, the 
reafonings about the politics of the fublime court muft fall to the ground. He 
declared he would not enter into the particular eftimates at prefent ; he believed they 
were well confidered; but that was a meaner confideration, and the fitnefs of the 
general meafure fhould not be overlooked on their account. ‘That it was highly ne- 
ceflary the queftion propofed by Cieon fhould be carried by a very great majority, 
it they meant to give fpirit to their allies, to ftrike a terror into Sparta, and to gain 
that revenge, which the juftice of their caufe, as well as the profperity of their arms, 
prefaged for them.” 


Avciprapes rofe next after Epicenegs, and convinced the people that day, he will 


be one of the fineft fpeakers they ever have heard in their aflembly. He opened. 


with faying, “ that he had very feldom troubled them with his thoughts upon any 
fubjeét ; and though he had fome things. to offer of moment to the prefent quettion, 
yet he believed, that even the preparation he had made for delivering his fentiments 
before them, could hardly have induced him to get the better. of that referve and 
modefty, which he thought became him, if he had not been drawn up out of a regard 
to truth, and the memory of his uncle Perrctes. ‘Uhat the friends of this great 
man had acted a wife and confiftent part, fuch as would have been approved and fol- 
lowed by himfelf: that when PericLtes was againft fending embafladors to treat of 
peace with Lacedzmon, it ought to be remembered, the city was diftreffed by the 
plague, and by the defolation of Attica: the terms they could then have gained, 
muft have been attended with diferace, That great man knew, at the fame time, 
that the ftate had ftrength to fupport itfelf, till a turn of fortune fhould happen in 
its favour; then would be the proper feafon either to make or accept overtures of 
peace, and that feafon in his apprehenfion was the prefent.. That thofe alone are 
to be charged with inconfiftency, who were for negotiating a treaty in adverfity, 
when it would have been to yield to their enemies, and not at prefent on the terms 
of conqueft, when it is intreated at their own doors; who are for continuing the war 
in profperity, which will be to leave things again to chance, that their valour had 
reduced to certainty: he could fee nothing confiftent in this, except an uniform 
plan of oppofition to the public good. That if the Athenians behaved on this occa- 
fion with that infolence, which. is.’but a too natural as well as fatal confequence of 
victory, we might depend upon it, that on the firft change the Greeks would defer 
the generalfhip and-authority to feome other city: that the jealoufy Perpiccas had 
of them was no fecret, nor how affiduous the Lacedémonians are in exciting a dil- 
{c 
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fection in’ Thrace ; and if that republic could receive no fatisfaction as to the peace, 

earneftly defired, it would exert its laft efforts in attacking Kione and Amphipolis: 
2t fhould the propofition now made be attended to, Athens would become engaged 
ar of acquifition, and not of defence: that this. would be to alienate juftice 
ir fide, as well as to affront fortune. That as to what.is concluded from the 
ae 


fuccefs at Sphaéteria to the event of the project propofed, he laid no weight upon 
; 


: he ftill thought that expedition precipitate and rath; that every man, who has 
taken reafonable.meafures, has always the fatisfaction of having done his part, even 

y f y | if } ; dant =n ter 
when thofe meafures are defeated; but if he, who undertakes an imprudent enter- 


prize, fhould chance to profper, he indeed accomplifhes his defign, and yet def 
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erves 
no lefs blame, than if he had failed of fuccefs. ‘That the delufion, which prevailed 
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amons his countrymen, was amazing. ‘* When it was moved to profecute the wat 


with vigour fome years ago, and to ftruggle with adverfity, what was the an{wer ? 
The plague exhaufts our people; the expence exhaufts our treafure: a bad peace is 
better than none. When it is now moved to make terms with advantage in profpe- 
rity, what isthe cry? ‘The fate of the Plataeans: the pride of Sparta: the domi- 
nion of all Greece.” That if they perfevered in liftening to the advice of that man, 
who feemed to have fuch extraordinary influence over them, the effects muft be very 
ruinous; and he believed, that without procuring the fanction of an oracle (which 
fome were fond of) to his opinion, he might venture to recommend the fentiment 
of *Hesrtop as oracular, who fays, “ that the welfare of the ftate often fuffers for 
the counfels and the crimes of one bad citizen.” 


The friends of AtcrsrapEs received this fpeech with the higheft applaufe. It put 
them in mind of the thunder of Pzricres; but there are, who pretend to judge 
already, that his way of acting will never be equal to his eloquence. What furprized 
me in his manner of {peaking, was the extreme deliberation of it, and the command, 
which fo young a man difcovered of himfelf. Though no one has a better inven- 
tion, or more flowing diction, yet if the propereft argument or phrafe did not imme- 
diately occur to him, he would paufe and hefitate till they did. le would repeat 
his laft words over again, while he was thinking forward, and the produce always 
made amends for the delay. Cizon and Eprcenzs however prevailed. The efti- 
mates were allowed, and the project on Cythera is to be executed. It was expected, 
that Nrcras would have taken a part in this debate; but it feems he told his party, 
that fince the aflembly would not hearken to peace, he fhould not oppofe any pro- 
bable fcheme that might carry on the war. Others fuggeft, that he is to be general 
in the expedition, and being defirous of that fervice, would not vote againft it. It 
is very difficult to determine on the hidden motives, which give rife to the condué& 
of any man; but the laft confideration feems too trifling to determine Nicras, and 
the firft is agreeable to the fingularity of his temper. 


Excellent minifter, I have often thought, that a diligent fearcher into human na- 
ture may find better and more various materials for his enquiry in the noify factions, 
that divide a popular government, than in the court parties, which arife under the 
filent and regular difpenfations of monarchy. In the debates of the one upon public 
bufinefs, a man muft be very artful indeed, who can always conceal indifcretion or 
vanity as an orator, avarice or ambition as a ftatefman ; who, in a fudden emotion 
of the mind, or emergency of affairs, betrays neither fear nor rafhnefs, neither in- 
fincerity nor weaknefs. In the councils of the other, thofe, who are at the head of 
them, are not expofed to the fame means of difcovering their abilities or foibles ; 


every meafure is taken at the unoppofed fuggeftion of the minifter, and the awful 


nod of the fovereign. In the former, if the chief of a party is accufed of crimes, the 
difpute grows warm; his friends and his enemies diftinguifh themfelves ; the under- 
{tandings, the paffions, the interefts, the intrigues of both are Jaid open, and every 
man in Greece, according to his judgment, or his attachments, adopts the preten- 


fions of either. In the latter, all thefe are the fubjeCt of diffimulation, and how- 


* Hestop. Epy, nai Hyuepar a. V. 238. 


“& 


ever 
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ever different in different men, are covered by the fame outfide; befides, as things are 
more, fummarily managed, of courfe there cannot be the fame room for indulging 
them : the whifper of aneunuch decides the fate of a great minifter, and ‘the fuf- 
focating heat of the afh-tower prevents the complaints of himfelf and his relations 
from the ear of Afia. ; 


C: 


LIE “TLD E.R CLXXVII. 
S AcPePanvos, to: (C LE ACN ipi El R&S 


FLEN I own, Crzanper, that I have feen thy ode upom the Attic myrtle, 

I think myfelf bound by it to no acknowledgment. Corinna however in- 
fifts upon my writing about it; even though it be to confefs a delicacy, which the 
rallies as-falfe and affected. 1 am too happy, fhe cries, at any rate to be the fubjeét 
of fo exquifite a mufe. Forgive, mé, Crzanper ; a temper lefs lively than hers is 
overcome by the fentiments of the heart, and cannot but be fhocked at a praife, 
that fo plainly implies difefteem. What makes it the worfe is, that thy verfes are 
fo likely to attain immortality. To be thus mifreprefented by fome inferior fculp- 
tor, hdd been but a-fhort-lived vexation; but the hand of a Purpras will tranfmit 
the error to pofterity. Let pofterity think as it pleafes; for thee, CLzanper, I would 
be adorned rather with the modeft, foft, and female graces, which dwell. retired 
among the domeftic virtues, than with thofe flight external charms, which have 
more luftre in poetry. Remember too, that Homer, (whom in the fhades of Sa- 
Jamis we have fo oft admired together, while the hours rolled away with an imper- 
ceptible {wiftnefs) whofe beauties burft upon thee with a blaze of light, while the 
wanton rays of Anacreon but played upon thy fancy, adorns his heroines with mo- 
deft filence, and thinks the bluth of Venus too doubtful a praife, when he does not 
chaftife it with the coy air of Diana. I begin to be afraid, Creanper, that the 
unaffected eafe of our Athenian manners, compared with thofe of other countries 


* The two letters of SappHo to CLEANDER are extremely obfcure. They relate to fome corre- 
fpondence, which had been carried on between him and that lady, in which however there was nothing 
difhonourable, as appears from {everal expreflions inthem. In the fecond, fhe opens herfelf with great 
feverity and refentment on the manner, in which he had talkedof the freedom fhe indulged him; but 
it is very probable the was not rightly informed of his conduét, fince the reprefentation here given of it, 
is entirely inconfiftent with every fentiment and every action, either explained oralluded to in this col- 
leGtion. Something muft be aliowed to her delicate fenfe of honour, which might fafpec& an injury, 
before almoft the approach of it; and it is a prefumption in Cueanper’s favour, that though he fre- 
quented very much the houfe of Aspasta, and, as he declares in Letter CXX XVII, even ‘* courted 
the company of the fair fex,”’ that thefe are the only paflages, which charge him with an unbecoming 
levity. Other negociators have been lefs rigid in the fame particular... Our Ephefian underftood how 
to converfe with the ladies for political purpofes, without proceeding to gallantries; which fhews him 
to have been a complete mafter in the moft refined infinuation. Note by the tranflator. 


Noo more 
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more familiar to thee, has made thee form a judgment greatly to our difadvantage. 
Obferve, however, that the exact medium is equally diftant from its extremes. 
Farewell: I accept the compliment of thy ode; I reje¢t its flattery; and while you 
paint me with the fhining qualities of the ancient SappHo, am too juftly afraid of 
an inconftant PHaon. 


a 5t 


LeEVEAD Eee: CLXXVIII. 
Si avpr Pro: tor Cm ANID IER: 


ET once more will 1 truft thefe treacherous tablets with the fecret of my 
Y heart. Yet once more fhall the vain CLeanpeR boaft, that he has received 
them from the hand of Corrnna; and from that air of myftery fhall draw to the 
giddy companions of his mirth what licentious inferences he pleafes. ‘The name of 
Sappuo is deftined, I find, to be toft about by the infectious breath of flander, 
fincé Capmus firft brought into Greece the ill-fated letters, that compofe it. Was 
it that name, CLeanper, that infpired thee with this vain prefumption ? We both 
have been deceived by names: Faith, Honour, Conftancy, Difcretion, Tendernefs, 
thefe too I find are empty names, no more implying any virtue in CLEANDER, than 
the detefted name of SappHo imports that wild licentioufnefs of conduc in the 
daughter of Patamepe, which in a former SappHo made it infamous. 


Methinks, Crzanper, (for imagination will ftill be too bufy in retracing fami- 
liar ideas) I fee the aftonifhment, with which you read thefe tablets, fo differently 
filled from what they ufed to be. - The Mufes and the fportive Graces here were ufed 
to court thy elegance of tafte. The Mufes and the fportive Graces fled in a mo- 
ment at the found of thy boafting: yet they called not the revengeful Ars to fupply 
their place. Thy life, Crzanper, was now really in my hand. Thy treacherous 
correfpondence is betrayed by treachery. The wretch has facrificed that traft to 
an idle paffion, which the interefts of his country——~I too, CLEANDER, have fa- 
crificed thofe interefts to thy fafety. The tranfcript, which he fhewed me of thy 
infamous letter, infcribed to Bacoas, hinders not my giving thee this neceffary 
warning to fecure thyfelf: fuch are our Grecian notions of fidelity to thofe, who 


once had a claim on our affections. Now boaft among thy diffolute companions of 


the fond weaknefs of thy Grecian miflrefs. No, Creanper, the Gods will preferve 
ny country from thy pernicious attempts, nor fuffer fuch unjuftifiable defigns to 
profper. As for my injured fame, before thou receiveft thefe tablets, I fhall have 
placed it under the inviolable protection of Minzrva, to whofe chafte fervice the 
remainder of my days are devoted. The facred veil fhall hide me for ever from 
thy eyes, which I could never meet again without too fierce an indignation. 
Stranger, farewell: as fuch thou wert firft introduced to. me. as fuch I now take my 


eternal 


AGTSHVEANCD AN: 'L-E-T-IEE RS, 459 


eternal leave of thee, May the waters of oblivion wath out all remembrance of 
the interval, which, though abfolved by Virtue, will to Prudence be for ever un- 
pardonable. 

sty 


aes and Neh Badd beg} CLXXIX. 
CLEANDER to Gosryas. From Athens. 


HE news of Pytuon’s being confined to his houfe upon the firft advice, 
ba which the king received, that ARTAPHERNES was {topped at Eione, has pro- 
duced all the good effects here, which could be defired from it. The moderation 
of ARTAXERXES in not carrying his refentment further, till he knew, whether the 
collector was authorized in his proceeding, is applauded by the whole city ; and 
they are at the fame time made fenfible, that a decent fubmiffion, and a difavowal 
of ArisTipEs, are the only methods to prevent the bad confequences which mutt 
befal them, in cafe of a breach with Perfia. 


The affembly’s letter to the king (which Arrapuernes fends in his packet) 
charges, I believe with great truth, this extravagant action on the rafhnefs and in- 
experience of their commiffioner ; and the affurances contained in it, that he fthall 
not be employed again in thofe parts, are the utmoft that can be expected from this 
{tate in the way of cenfure or punifhment. 


As thy difpatches intimate, that the king feems difpofed to make.a trial, whe- 
ther Athens or Sparta will fet the higheft price on his friendfhip, we have not 
thought it prudent to infift, that ARrapHernes fhould be permitted to continue his 
journey to Lacedzmon, becaufe it would infallibly have been refufed, and mutt 
have alarmed the republic with jealoufies, that all the propofals, which have paffed 
between us, were only intended to difguife the real defigns of our monarch, to con- 
clude a league to their prejudice with the Peloponnefian allies. The flighteft cir- 
cumftance is fufficient to raife-fufpicions here, which the greateft management and 
prudence cannot afterwards without difficulty allay; and there are feveral, who out 
of an inveterate hatred to Perfia, and vehement defire of peace, lofe no occafion to 
keep up the old prejudices, though at. the prefent junéture the generality of the 
people begin to entertain more favourable impreffions towards us. 


We likewife confidered, that if, as thou informeft us, an exprefs is on the road 
with fuller powers to the Lacedzmonian embaffadors, it becomes unneceffary to 
carry on a negotiation at Sparta; fince Arraxerxes will, more confiftently with 
his own dignity and convenience, have the offers of that republic brought home to 

Nan 2 him, 
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him, and be able to treat upon them within the walls of ‘his palace, where bufinefs 
is tranfaéted with far greater fecrecy and difpatch, than amidft the uncertainties and 
tumults of thefe popular governments. Upon thefe confiderations, ARTAPHERNES 
and myfelf prefume to hope, that the-king will pardon our boldnefs in tranferef- 
fing his facred orders, when, according to the beft of our judgments on the {fpot, 
the carrying them into execution muft have proved prejudicial. to his fervice. 


I am not furprized, that in your intelligence from Lacedemon, the ftop, which 
has been put to ARTAPHERNES’S journey, is attributed to the malice and curiofity 
of Ciron. ‘That republic would be glad:to incenfe the court of Sufa againft one, 
whom they confider as their mortal enemy, and revenge upon him the difappoint- 
ment they lie under, in not having the reft of Greece witneffes to the honour done 
them by a Perfian embafly. I need not mention to thee, how apt thofe at a diftance 
‘are to refine on every unforefeen event, and to judge from appearances, which are 
often deceitful. Neither the fufpicions, with which you tell me the court abounds 
upon this occafion, nor the accounts from Sparta, nor my own further enquiries here, 
give me any caufe to change my opinion of the true {pring of this accident, as laid 


open in my laft difpatch. 


The people are come to a refolution, after fome debates, that embaffadors fhall 
be forthwith fent to the Perfian court ; and Epicenes of the tribe Ajantis, Hrepo- 


nicus of the tribe Cecropis, and Hyprrsouus of the tribe Erechthis, were in the 
next affembly chofen to execute that commiuffion. 


The firft of thefe, in whofe hands the fecret feems moft likely to be lodged, is a firm 
oD 3 


friend and partizan of Ciron’s, who generally employs ‘him to prepare the minds of the 
people for any project, which is afterwards defieneéd to be laid before them in form. 
His manner of fpeaking is plaufible, flowing, and pointed, and chiefly remarkable, 
for being always adapted to conciliate the affections of his hearers, and leave an im- 
preffion behind it, by giving fome new and ingenious turn to the debate. Nor is 
his addrefs in private converfation accounted inferior to his public eloquence: ‘he is 
happy at finding out expedients to overcome difficulties, and equally. ready at ‘cre- 
ating them, when he is not inclined to facilitate matters. He is never ata lofs for 
a fmart or proper reply, and foon finds out the means of infinuating himfelf into the 
good opinion of thofe, with whom he has any bufinefs to tranfact, and brings them 
over to his fentiments, without appearing to impofe upon their judgments. The in- 
teerity of Eptcenes is by no means fo univerfally acknowledged, as’ his abilities ; 

was never reckoned a flave to his word, and is immoderately attached to profit, 
having raifed one of the largeft fortunes in the city, (which he makes no hafte to 
fpend) from the office of collector of the tribute amoneft: the iflands, .and from the 
prefents, which he receives from the allies for recommending their caufes to the 


1 


peoples, He has one paffion, which renders him ‘a very proper’ negotiator of .an al- 
liance 


between us and his ftate, which is an implacable averfion, te-the Lacédamo- 
nians, amongit whom he received fome particular fubject of offence, when he was 
embaflador at Sparta, before the war broke out, Hyrerzorus, an Athenian of a 


bold 
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bold licentious wit, told him not long ago, that ‘he found their iron money too 
weighty to be carried away, and has hated them on that account ever fince.” 


Hrrvonicus boafts his defcent from Harmoprvus and Arristociton, but cannot 
value himfelf upon inheriting many of their virtues. “ His intentions towards the 
public are not ‘efteemed bad, but his judgment is exceflively weak, and his pride 
little inferior to his want of genius; fo that with a great number of dependants; 
and a moit plentiful eftate, he is a very ufelefs member of the commonwealth. 


Fie was in a conftant oppofition to the meafures of Pzricres; and the laughers 
aver, 1t was for no other reafon, but that being a defcendant of the patriots who 
deftroyed the ufurpation of Pistsrrarus, he thought himfelf obliged to a& again{t 
one, who was faid to refemble that tyrant. Curzon, by flattering his vanity, and 
affecting to pay the utmoft deference to his opinion, has gained the entire afcendant 
over him, and pitched upon him, as a fit perfon to maintain the dignity of the em- 
bafly, by his {plendid manner of living. In this no one here can pretend to equal 
Hipponicus ; and together with his family it is the only means, by which he pre- 
ferves any credit with the people. Our friends imagined, that the politenefs and 
gaiety of CLorus would mix very well with the dexterity of Epicenes, and the 
magnificence of Hipponrcus; and propofed it to him to appear as a candidate. 
Fie was tranfported at the offer, talked of nothing but the honour he fhould enjoy 
in being perfonally known to a minifter of thy fame and abilities, and redoubled his 
complaifance to ARTAPHERNES, from whom he preffed for letters of recommendation 
to the principal fatraps. But his felicity proved ‘of fhort duration; for Nicras not 
finding his ftrength fufficient to prevent the embafiy, made a brifk pufh to get in at 
leaft one of CLEon’s enemies, which occafioned the choice of Hypzrpotus to com- 
plete the number. -This man is defcended from the dregs of the people; his father 
vas a branded flave, and himfelf {till carries on the trade of a lamp-maker. The 
meannefs and profligacy of his manners are equal to the bafenefs of his origin.’ He 
has had the good fortune to rife into credit with the people, without a fingle quality 
to deferve the meaneft office in the republic; but they are pleafed with the freedom 
and feverity of his abufe, and make ufe of him to check the forwardnefs and ex- 
travagance of Crzon, and fpirit up the caution and timidity of Nicras. Hé’ is 
unconcerned at the worft things that can be faid of him, and is alike carelefs of 
glory, and infenfible of fhame. He profeffes to oppofe.every meafuré which Crzon 
recommends; and is confequently a warm ftickler for a peace with Sparta, and de- 
clares he accepts:this office out of no other view, than to difappoint the defigns of 
fuch, as would betray for lucre the common intereft of Greece, and the honour of 
Athens, to the ancient and natural enemies of both: 


I doubt not, when you have him at Sufa, that methods may be found to remove 
his prejudices; but at firft you muft be upon your guard againft his violent beha- 
viour, his fcheming head, and his malicious heart. 


Thou wilt fmile, noble fcribe, when ] telkthee, that Curzow found none. of his 
arguments made fo deep an impreflion onthe: people, as an oracle, which he pre- 
. : : ie EiLnt $¢07 V4 
tended the Athenian deputies, who are juft returned from the annual folemnity at 
Delos, 
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Delos, had received from the high-prieft of Arotyo there. It is to the following 


effect: When the birds of Mrnerva and Jove neftle together, then fhall the owl 
ride upon the dolphin’s back, and the branches of the olive-tree over-fhadow the 
earth.” 


As this oracle is interpreted to fignify the increafe of the Athenian power and 
commerce by their unien with Perfia, the people have it perpetually in their mouths; 
and tell you, that the anfwers of the Delian God excel thofe which he delivers at 
his Delphic fhrine, in certainty and clearnefs. 


After all, I may well impute the weight, which is at prefent laid here upon the 
king’s friendfhip, to the fingular addrefs, capacity, and zeal of ARTAPHERNES, who 
has gained, in the fhort time fince his arrival, more perfonal efteem and credit with 
thofe who direét the counfels of Athens, than any foreigner was ever known to ac- 
quire. I refer myfelf to his difpatches for feveral material points, and fhall con- 
clude by affuring thee, that the embaffadors will fail with the firft fair wind for 
Ephefus, as foon as their inftructions are ready, which the affembly is now bufied 
in preparing. 


Pe 


Note by the Tranflator. 


From the abrupt manners in which thefe letters conclude, the reader will be led to imagine, 
and perhaps to lament, that they have fhared the fame fate with many other valuable re- 
mains of antiquity, in not being handed down to us undefaced by the injuries of time and 
barbarifm. The judicious MeEsHospap is ftrongly of opinion, that fome epiftles relating to 
the latter part of this collection are loft; particularly thofe, which muft have been written 
during the time that intervened between the election of the embafladors, and their embarking 
for Ephefus. : 


He likewife affures us, that, notwithftanding his moft accurate enquiries, he has never been 
able to difcover, what became of CLEANDER, after the departure of ARTAPHERNES; and 
leaves it as an uncertain point, whether he took that opportunity of returning in his patron’s 
train, and fpent the remainder of a philofophical life in cultivating his Lydian farms, and en- 
joying the agreeable fociety at Taoces ; or whether he continued to tranfa&t the Perfian buli- 
nefs at Athens, in the quality of a private agent fome years longer. 


The Tranflator is, however, inclined to think, (with the learned Jew) that the former is 
the moft probable fuppofition ; fince the diforders, which broke out in all parts of the empire 
upon the death of ARTAXERXEs, muft have drawn off the attention of the Perfians’ from 
Grecian politics, and added to the ftrong paffion, which CLEANDER has, in many of his 
letters, exprefled, for retirement and quiet, by making it uneafy and unfafe for him. to aé&, 
amidft fuch frequent changes of princes as well as minifters, and fuch a fluCtuating confufed 
{tate of affairs. It may not be improper to lay before the reader an exact tranflation of the 
account given by THucypipEs (book 4.) of the feizure and difmiffion of ARTAPHERNES ; 
which will ferve as a remarkable inftance, to prove, how much his fhort and imperfe@. narra- 
tives of negotiations, and civil matters, are cleared up and enlarged by the additional circum 
{tances and faéts, recorded in the Athenian Letters. 

“6 In 
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‘* In the beginning of the winter, ARisTipEs, the fon of Arcurippus, one of the com- 
manders of the fquadron, fent to levy contributions, feized at Eione upon the Strymon, a 
Perfian named ARTAPHERNES, who was on his journey to Sparta with a commiffion from the 
king. He was brought to Athens; and his papers being tranflated out of the Affyrian tongue, 
were found to be addreffed to the Lacedemonians, and contained, amonegft other particulars, 
that the king was at a lofs to know their intentions; for, though they had fent feveral ambaf- 
fadors to him, none of them agreed in making the fame propofals. If they meant to deal fin- 
cerely with him, he defired they would difpatch his minifter back to him with fome citizens of 
theirown. The Athenians foon after fent embafladors to the Perfian court, accompanied by 
ARTAPHERNES,. who, when they arrived at Ephefus, learnt the news of ARTAXERXES’S 
death ; upon which the embafladors returned home, without profecuting their journey.” 


P, 


APPENDIX: 


AT-HENTAN LETTERS 
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HE tranflator has thrown this letter, which was found towards the middle of 

the collection, at the end of it, as being manifeftly fpurious. He apprehends 
it to have been written. by the Jew, ‘fo much fpoken of in the preface; nor can he 
value himfelf on difcovering the forgery, becaufe, except we would fuppofe Cizan- 
DER to have been particularly honoured with a prophetic vifion, (which the reader 
will not haftily credit,) it cannot be regarded as genuine. The performance 
feems intended to compliment the new philofophy, in which our learned Mzsnosas 
may be fuppofed to have informed himfelf; and in that light (to do him juftice) is 
not without art or ingenuity. He probably thought this the moft elegant way of 
introducing fuch a compliment, as extravagant flights of fancy in allegorical dreams 
or fables are agreeagle to the tafte of the Rabbi’s, and the manner of the Talmud. 
One might infift, if it were neceffary, on the difference to be obferved in the very 
air of the compofition from the reft of the whole book ; how much it reads in the 
Spanifh with the eafe and grace of an original, while the letters, that are of undoubted 
authority, carry along with them that ftiffnefs, which is infeparable from the pureft 
tranflations. But the editor cannot flatter himfelf, that the difference he is fpeaking 
of, will be felt by the Englifh reader, as he is confcious, that the meannefs of his 
own verfion has reduced them to the fame level. 
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HOU haft had frequent fpecimens of my manner of philofophizing ; but no 

enquiry was ever ended fo remarkably, as one, which employed me laft night. 
I was preparing a few thoughts for thee upon the origin and meaning of that worfhip, 
which-has.been-paid:to Vesva, confidered in the capacity both of * Earth and ° Fire. 
The queftion was perplexed with fuch difficulties, that at laft I defpaired of unra- 
velling it, and retired to my couch. I little apprehended any extraordinary im- 
preffions trom the fpeculation, but foon found it engaged me in my fleep; and when 
the morning brings with it the purer vifions, imagination of its own accord per- 
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formed in a dream, what 1 had in vain fought from the efforts of my reafon. The 
firft part is intelligible, fince it arofe from images, with which I had juft been con- 
verfing; but as thefe wore off, the laft part grew wild, and was obfcure to me, what- 
ever the relation of it may appear to thy more enlightened underftanding. ‘The 
foul at once unfettered itfelf from the body, and was amufed, either in fantattic rov- 
ings, or prophetic fuggeftions. 


~ 


prieft of the dome. His face was wrinkled with age, but had a dignity and {pirit, 
which excited veneration. He bore in his hand a wand, that geometricians ule to 
draw figures in the fand.. The number three, called the perfect harmony, was 
wrought in the’ fkirt of his garment, which, as it flowed behind him, difcovered 
fometimes to my amazement a golden thigh. By thefe marks I knew him for 
PytHacoras. He received me courteoufly, and commanded me to follow him. 
When he faw Iwas under fome confufion at this unexpected civility, and feemed 
dubious of the conditions, on which I was to accept it, he affured me, that he 
would, difpenfe: with the filence he often impofed on his novices, and encouraged 
me to difcourfe freely. As we approached the rotunda, we fell in with a great 
number of * Chaldean aftronomers, AZgyptian priefts, Phoenician failors, and Perfian 
magi, who were paying their oblations to the Deity ; and believe me, excellent 
Smerpis, in this laft number I obferved a refemblance of thee. 


The image of the Deity was ‘ reprefented fitting, to intimate ftability. A torch 
was held in her right hand, and a patera in her left; the one to exprefs her character 
as*the genial beat of the fyftem; the other, that as the perfon of philofophy, fhe 
expected continual prefents fhould be made to her, becaufe philofophy is the nobleft 
exercife of the reafon. - Before her ftood an altar with fire always blazing, and fix 
priefteffes danced round it in myftic meafures. My guide told me, they copied 
the movements of the worlds on high. I put queftions to hit, in walking over 


©. There was a temple at Corinth dedicated to Vesta. See Pausanias Cor. 
¢ Aftronomy and phyfics were firft ftudied and taught in the eaftern countries. 
e In this vifion the progrefs of philofophy is marked from the earlieft ages to our own times. 


* The fymbols are drawn from the accounts of antiquity. 
Ooo the 
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the temple, concerning the antiquity and ceremonies of it. He -anfwered, that him- 
felf had raifed it, and that every man was admitted, who had contributed in the leaft 


to the improvement of phyfical knowledge. 


On returning to the eaftern avenue, I was furprized to fee many in Graecian habits, 
in clofe € conference with the AEgyptians, and particularly with one, who ftood near 
the rotunda, and held a volume under his arm. They told me his name was 
Llermzs Trismecistus. Afterwards they repaired to the weftern door, and came 
up in form with their offerings to the Goddefs. The firft was » THaes, whom 
Pytuacoras received with much regard, and made him a low obeifance as to his 
mafter. He advanced to the altar, and out of a cup, which he brought with him, 
made a libation, which damped the flame of it; and on enquiry I found it to be 
water. The priefteffes were in a good deal of confternation, but the thing proved: 
of no confequence. His great merit in other refpeéts was admitted as an excufe for 
his conceit, that “‘ water was the firft principle of all things ;” which he defended 
with a good deal of wild ingenuity. ‘he next, who appeared, were i ANAXIMENES 
and * Meron; the one laid a gnomon or dial, and the other a calendar on the 
fhrine. PyTHAGORAS feemed pleafed with their offerings; and I took notice, 
through the whole of the fcenery, that the experimental philofophers were more 
acceptable than the fyftematical reafoners. After this 1 Democritus came forward. 
with one of his followers, whofe name and perfon I was unacquainted with. He 
laughed exceedingly at Tuatzs, as he paffed by; and when he came to the image,. 
compofed himfelf with difficulty, and-threw down an heap of fand. The affembly 
cried out to him, that he had fixed the ridicule on himfelf.. This only increafed, 
his diverfion, and he immediately went away with his pupil. Pyrnacoras de- 
clared, “ he was glad to be well rid of them, adding, that he was more averfe to 
the ™ {cholar, than the mafter; fince I have objections to him, faid he, not only as 
4 maintainer of the atomic fcheme, and a contemner of the Goddefs; but as one, 
who, though he lives upon legumes himfelf, teaches others to have an extravagant 
fondnefs for fiefh.” As foon as thefe withdrew, " Anaxacoras appeared, who, 
notwithftanding he denied the divinity of Mrruras, had more honours paid him, 
than the moft ftrenuous affertor of it among the magi in the eaftern avenue. I was 
going to have expoftulated with the prieft on this manifeft partiality, but was called: 


© Tt is well known, that the Greek. philofophers ufed to travel into Zgypt, to receive: the inftructions 
of the priefts. 

h Tuaxes was-the mafter of PyTHAGORAS. 

i Anaximenss was the firft, who brought a dial into Greece, and put it up at Sparta:to the afto- 


nifhment of that people. 
k Meron was the firft, who reduced the Greek. calendar into method. He lived. towards the be- 
ginning of the Peloponnefian: war. 


1. See Letter XX VII. 


m Eprcurus, a philofopher of great temperance in his own manners, but whofe principles-have 
been thought to lead to very hurtful confequences. His followers were generally remarkable for their 
debauched and luxurious way of living. 

» See Letter XXXVIII. He was accufed at Athens. for impiety, having afferted the fun to be a 
mafs of fire, no bigger than the Peloponnefus. 

off 


3 
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off to other objects. For on cafting my eyes to the weftern entrance, I thoughe 
I faw my friend ° Socrargs look in upon us: he turned away prefently with an air 
of irony and banter. He feemed to have two difciples with him; the ? one fol- 
lowed his mafter; and the ?other, having accompanied him a little while, ftepped 
back, and vifited the temple. His fellow called after him, and rebuked him, but 
he gave no attention to it. He feemed habited with much oftentation, and had a 
majefty in his gait and manner, that was almoft theatrical. Many thronged about 
him, and endeavoured to recommend themfelves ; but it was remarkable, that ' one 
of his pupils, who had a rough boid appearance, yet whofe demeanour befpoke a 
good deal of {fmartnefs and fenfe, preffed rudely by him, and pretended, that he had 
a better right to the general approbation. Inftead. of obferving (what I naturally 
expected from this event) indignation in the faces of thofe, who beheld it, I found 
moft people were not diffatisfied ; and that the man, by a plaufible fubtilty in his 
way of talking, foon captivated the underftandings and affeétions of thofe, who 
heard him. At laft his friends begun to make fuch a noife, that Pyruacoras 
theveht it quite indecent. He reminded them, “ that the elory of the Goddefs 
was advanced by filence and contemplation, not ‘ fophiftry and difpute ;” and pro- 
tefted, he would turn them every one out of the dome, if they would not be quiet. 
“As to the perfon, to whom the indignity was offered, he feemed inclined to 
turn back again, and find out Socrates. Accordingly, after converfing with fome 
of the ‘geometricians, he was preparing to go out; but PytHacoras {topped him 
at the door, and recommended him to four of his followers, who opened to him the 
myfteries of that philofophy. He then left us, nor appeared a fecond time amonett 
us. I obferved, during the whole of this time, that the weftern portico was every 
inftant more and more crowded with the worfhippers of the Goddefs. Some en- 
tered with diffeCtions of plants and animals, others with catalogues of the ftars, 
others with fpheres; all which they offered to the image. In the company of thofe, 
who walked about with white wands, and were often intent on the {chemes they 
drew upon the ground, I could not avoid taking notice of a perfon, who had a 
cone and cylinder in one hand, and a pully in the other. I heard him * fay, “ if 
he had a proper place to ftand in, he would move the earth.” Not long after, 


© Socrates had acontempt for phyfical fcience, and applied himfelf to morals, as being much 
more certain and important. 


Pp, 4 XenopuonandPriaro, The former was a ftri& follower of his mafter, and ufed to com- 


> 


plain of the latter, that he deviated from the maxims of Socrarzs. Theyhad on this account a great 
averfion to one another. 

r‘ArrsTOTLE, who took a pleafure to contradi& Prato his mafter, and differ from him in his 
writings. 

s The Ariftotelian way of difputation has more obftruéted the progrefs of fcience, in the opinion of 
lord Bacon, than any other caufe, which can be affigned. 


t Piato was fond of geometry, and the powers of numbers. ‘Though he profeffed to take in all 
parts of fcience, yet he applied himfelf chiefly to morality. He was inftruéted in the Pythagorean phi- 
lofophy by Acrion, Timaus, ArcuyTas, and Euryrus, who were of that feat. 


« A celebrated faying of ArcuimEpEs at the fiege of Syracufe, when he deftroyed the Roman hips, 
by raifing them into the air with a vaft engine. 


Oo002 there 
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there came ii “ one of a fine prefence and eraceful mien, with a laurel-wreath upon. 
his head, and a robe of a new and particular fafhion, which hung loofely from: 
his left fhoulder. Every body made way for him, and expected, that he would 
have paid fome refpect to the moft diftinguifhed in the crowd, as he pafied up to 
the rotunda; but he fpoke to nobody except Merton; then addreffed himfelf to: 
the altar, prefented a new calendar, and walked out again. 


While 1 was expreffing my furprize to Pyruacoras at the fight of this extraor- 
dinary perfon, methought the whole affembly x vanifhed on the fudden. We found 
ourfelves deferted and alone. On looking out towards the plain, a new temple ap- 
peared on the other fide, built much after the manner of PyrHacoras’s, and de- 


+ 


Giened to rival it. A great crowd was gathered about it, and all men went into re 
Curiofity difpofed me to vifit it 5 but. my philofophic guide was exceedingly averfesto. 
the propofal, and would have diffuaded me from it.. “ I am not willing, cried he,. 
you fhould give countenance to popular errors; and be affured, that while this fa- 
bric ftands the teft of many ages, and engages the veneration of wife pofterity, that. 
will fall into decay and ruin.” When I arrived at the dome, I could hardly make. 
my way into it for the numbers that furrounded it, and filled the avenues and pre- 
cinés of it. As foon as | got near enough to the Goddefs, I difcerned, that the 
place was confecrated to Vesta in the capacity of earth. An altar of turf ftood 
before the image, which was, as in the other temple, reprefented fitting. Seven 


priefteffes. attended it, but their ’ dance was fo extremely confufed and irregular,. 


that I could not help faying to one, who was near me, “ there was neither grace nor: 
harmony in their motion.” ‘Fhe chief prieft, wha overheard me, and had taught 
them the perplexed figures, which they. moved in, exprefied fome anger. at my free- 
dom, and would have put. me out of countenance, had I not been fupported by * a 
king, who came far from the weft, and declared. publicly; “If he had been con- 
fulted on the plan both of the building and the dance, he would have contrived 
much better.2 The moft devout worfhipper was a * fatrap of Babylon, followed 
by a great number of Arabians, who were equally admirers of the prieft, and vo- 
taries of the Deity, with himfelf, I obferved about this time a very extraordinary, 
perfon, dreffed in a plain white habit tied-round his body with a rope, his head 


| 


covered with a veil or. hood, which on the veil’s being thrown back dazzled my; 


eves. as it were made of ° brafs. He pryed with the minuteft exaétnefs. into every 
yes) f; 


corner, 
~ Jurrus Ca@sar, who reformed the calendar: 


x In the barbarous ages, when the Ptolemaic fyftem was moft: univerfally credited, the.writings and 
opinions of the ancients were almoft forgotten. 


y The cycles and epicycles of Pro.temy. He appeared under ANTONINUS PHILOSOP#Us, and 
was a famous geographer and aftronomer.in Alexandria. 


z Arpuonso, King of Caftile, who is reported to have-faid, om being: infiruéted:in ProLemyis aftro- 
nomy, that had God confulted him at the creation, he could have contrived a much fimpler fyftem. 


2 Anmamon, caliph of Babylon, who canfed Proremy?s works to be tranflated into. Arabic, about 
the eleventh century. 


> The reader will prefently find, that this .defcription is-meant for Friar Bacon, who had a very in- 
yentive and inquifitive genius, in an age of blind ignorance and fubjection,to the authority of great 
names. He was vulgarly taken for a conjurer and magician, becaufe he knew more of the wonders of 
nature 
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corner. of the temple, and difdained.to,be content with the informations which the 
ordinary attendants would have afforded him. This behaviour raifed great jealoufy: 
and great admiration. In his right hand he held pieces of cryftal. cut into various 
forms ;: in his: left, a few fpecimens of different kinds of minerals, He was defirous 
to approach the altar, and made towards it, that, as he faid, he might contemplate 

at leifure the rites. of it,. and the influence, which the. charms. of the priefteffes had 

in * engaging every {pectator to,the worfhip of the Deity. By this time the freedom 

of his ipirit had gained him enemies. They applied themfelves to keep him as near 

the door, «and as far from. the receffes of the temple as they could; and in a mo- 

ment I heard a confufed, fenfelefs, and unintelligible murmur of necromancy, magic, 

enchanter; and many perfons, exactly habited in the fame manner with himfelf, 

whifpered much flander of him amangft the crowd. Some expreffed the greateft 

abhorrence of him on account. of thefe fuggeftions ; others. were fo filly, as both to 

believe, that he was fkilled in.divination,. and to be pleafed with hearing it. They 

propounded curious,queftions to him, and fecretly aimed to be inftruéted by him 

inthe art. He took great pains to explain.and vindicate at large his condué, yet 
to no purpofe. I then faw the chief prieft. of this fpurious temple command one, 

who ftood near him, and was much diftinguithed. by his favour, to go and bind in 

chains the man, who had created fo much attention, and difturbed the fervice and 
devotion of the place. He, whohad been thus.commanded, executed his office with 

a fuitable feverity. He wore a rich prieftly garment and.a fcarlet cap. To his gir- 

dle was fixed a bunch of keys, which, as I thought,. belonged to the feveral gates 
and doors of the Rotunda. I felt a very. hearty compaffion. for the fate of the un- 

happy perfon, which.prompted me to.walk towards him,,,and adminifter fome com- 

fort. . But on talking witly him,.1. found, |that a.juft refentment had poffefled him 

very ftrongly ; for he proceeded even to menaces, and told me, that “ by JuPITEr,, 
** he knew of a certain combuftible matter,, which,,if properly applied, would tear. 
** the temple from its foundations, and, bury the,prieft with his Vetta in the ruins of 
“it.” Others came up, who releafed him, and immediately he retired in precipita- 

tion, with * one, whom I underftood to be his difciple and intimate fellow-labourer. 

Some time after, the dome gave a loud and dreadful crack :. the affembly had for the 

moft part warning and leifure to retire, but on its fall: the prieft. and: Goddefs were 

never heard of more. 


I could not in my own mind acquit this ftranger with the brazen head (for whom. 


T almoft began to entertain as much refpect, as for'my friend with the golden thigh) 
of having a principal: fhare- in producing this event. However, I forbore to fay 


what I knew.of ‘it, and haftened’back to Pyruacoras’s temple with the multitude, 


nature than other men. ‘The. flories of the brazen head; which gave articulate founds, are unqueftionably 
fabulous. He wrote of vifion, of optical glafies, of chemiftry, &c.. He had fome faith in altrology, but 
much more qualified and philofophical than that of the generality, who have been devoted to it. Pope 
Nicuo.tas the 4th, by the inftigation of the, monks of -Bacon’s own order, put him under clofe con- 
finement, from which he was fet at liberty by the means of feveral noble perfons. Itis very probable, 
from fome paflages in his works, that he was the inventor of gunpowder. 

¢ Aftrology, which is produdtive of the worft.fuperftition,-was derived. from, and chiefly purfued dur- 
ing the credit and cultivation of the falfe aftronomy. 

2-Tuomas Buncey, a Francifcan friar, the follower and companion of Rocer Bacon. 


4 


Where 
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where I was amazed on my return to find the moft confiderable philofophers, who 
were before in the © weftern avenue, again making their appearance in it. And 
now great numbers, who were received with peculiar honours, came in from a quar- 
ter, where I leaft expected them, the northern portico. They were habited in an 
uncouth manner, and wholly unlike any thing I have feen either in Perfia or in 
Greece. ‘The ‘ firft made a merit of that, which I had been careful not to charge 
on any one; and indeed took away my fufpicions of the man, who had been fettered 
in the other temple, by recommending himfelf for having endeavoured to draw the 
many from the worfhip of the pretended Deity, to revive the honours of the true. 
He defcribed the feveral arts he had ufed, to undermine and deftroy that temple, 
with fuccefs. Pyraacoras received him affectionately, and admitted him into a 
partnerfhip of the priefthood for his extraordinary fervices. The # next, who came 
forward, laid a telefcope at the foot of the altar. The" third, who hada good deal 
of pride and haughtinefs in his manner, was employed to delineate the motions of 
the heavenly bodies on the roof of the Rotunda. He afterwards talked to PytHa- 
coras about reconciling the worfhip of the two temples, but the propofition was 
rejected with contempt. The | fourth was dreffed in a foldier’s habit. He carried 
in his hand a double cube, and had a rabble of chymifts at his heels. As he came 
up to the altar, he juftled him, who had fo rudely preffed_ by his mafter early in the 
vifion, and a conteft enfued. The fuffrages of the croud were divided; but the 
military philofopher having the geometricians on his fide, feemed to get the better 
in the diipute. They were both jealous of their fame, and diligent to canvafs the 
opinions of the bye-ftanders. At laft * one advanced up the fame avenue, who pro- 
feffed himfelf not fatisfied with the reafonings of either. He wore a gown covered 
with loops of gold, and in the form and richnefs of his habit differed from the ref. 
On inquiry, I found, though he was employed in a public character in his own 
country, yet he had found leifure, as well as genius and inclination, to ftrike into 
the paths of philofophy, and was defirous to pay his homage to the fhrine. At 
parting he put a paper into the hands of Pyruacoras, which was a project for the 


¢ Alludes to the reftoration of the antient philofophy and writings. 


f When Copernicus appeared in the thirteenth century, the fyftem of Pro.emy loft its reputa- 
sion: He was the reftorer of the Pythagorean opinion, that the fun is in the centre. — 


g Gaui eo the inventor of the telefcope. 


h Tycuo Braue the Dane, who lived in the fifteenth century, in a little ifland, which the king of 
Denmark had given him. He is reprefented to have been of a morofe temper, but a great aftronomer,. 
He fpent twenty years and 5000 dollars in making a fphere, on which he had delineated, with the ut- 
mot exaétnefs, the various courfes of the planets and appearances of the conftellations at various feafons 
of the year. He has given an accurate defcription of itin his works. ‘There is a fyftem called the 
Iychonic, defigned to compound the difference between the Ptolemaicand Copernican. See Huer. 


i Descartes, who had been a foldier, before he turned’ philofopher, helped to reform the errors, 
and hurt the credit of Ar1rstroTLe, whofe opinions had Jong been the ftandard of fcience. His geoe 
metry is much efteemed. He was the inventor of the double cube, and a favourite of the chymifts. 


k Lord Chan. Bacon, who firft opened the method of induétion in philofophy, and reafoning from 
effedtsto caufes. See his Novum Organum, and his book de dugm. fcientiarum. 


improvement 
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improvement of the f{ciences, He was fucceeded by ' another, who had an af pect of 
great ferioufnefs and piety, and ufhered in a large tribe of worfhippers. He held 
in his hand an ™ air-pump, and " difcourfed ftrongly with Pyruacoras in favour of 
the paper, which had juft been prefented to him. When I furveyed: the train that 
followed him, I could neither count the number of perfons, who poured in one 
after another, nor the inventions, which they brought. with them. Among thefe 
I obferved, that two ° men ftepped up to the veftal, who ftood outermoft in the 
rotunda, and prefented her with five pages, and a golden ring. But methought 
the oddeit figure I faw, was a? perfon, who entered the temple with a pair of wings 
upon his back, and on coming near to the altar, eyed a virgin attending one of the 
priefteffes with fo much tendernefs, that the generality begun to laugh at him, and 
concluded his gravity had a great mixture of abfurdity. What made it the more 
ridiculous. was, that every one underftood fhe was not to be come at, and had made 
a vow of chaftity. Thofe, who knew him.better, faid, he was a man of fenfe, and 
truly devoted to the Goddefs. The next, who drew my attention,.drew upon him- 
felf likewife the eyes and admiration of all prefent. He had fuch a modefty in his 
deportment, that while he blufhed: to receive thofe honours, which were paid to 
his merit, he put envy and detraction out of countenance. The geometricians 
went in a body to meet him; and it was remarked, that he paid a particular refpect 
to’? one of them, to whom he owned himfelf greatly obliged. The two contend- 
ing philofophers were the only men unhappy in his prefence; they united on-this 
occafion, and went out together. As the northern genius came forward, Pytua- 
coras entreated him to accept his office in that temple, as more worthy of it than 
himfelf. He declined it, and faid, “he was fenfible,. that thefe favours much ex- 
ceeded the meafure of his deferts. He could with ‘therefore, that an intimate friend 
of his might fhare in them, from whom he had received. many lights, and who 
would yield: to nobody in that affembly,, either for the zeal, or the fuccefs of his 


! Mr. Boyxe, one of the firft, who ftruck into lord Bacon’s way with extraordinary fuccefs, and 
was the beft experimental philofopher,. that any age has known. He attempted an hiftory of the air, 
and contrived the. air-pump. 


m The Jew has-a note in this place, where he fays, that for the fake of brevity and perfpicuity,. he: 
has ufed the modern term air-pump, and in another the word pendulum; becaufe they are exprefled 
with much circumlocution in the old Perfic, and the things are to be known with difficulty from. the 
particular defcriptions of them; a note plainly intended to imprint a. notion of ferioufnefs, and 
amufe the reader. 


» Alluding to Mr. Boyze’s treatifes on the ufefulnefs of experimental knowledge,. which.he pub- 
lithed at the time of inftituting the Royal Society. 


° Huxycens and Cassini difcovered the Satellites and ring of Saturn. 


® Bifhop Witxins had 4 ftrong notion, that an art of flying might be invented, and firuck out f- 
yeral {fchemes for accomplifhing a-voyage to the moon.. Though he had a clear, reafoning, mathema- 
: : : é : : 
tical head, yet he indulged himfelf in conceits of this nature: See his Math. Magic, &c, 


¢ Sir Isaac Newron was a great admirer of Evcrin. 


enquiries 


perennial 
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enquiries after truth.” Immediately PyrHacoras led up * one, who prefented a 
magnet, and a bag of winds; of which laft, I was told, he better underftood the 
management, than either * Utysszs or his companions. This excellent perfon 
then advancing himfelf towards the Goddefs, laid a * chryftal prifm and a 
* pendulum at her feet. The image nodded, and the flame on the altar burnt 
brighter. In that inftant I imagined I faw: Socrates among his attendants. I ac- 
cofted him immediately, and afked, what had induced him to enter the ‘temple now, 
when he had paffed by it before with difdain. He anfwered, “ All truths are con- 
ne€ted. This great man has carried natural knowledge to fuch an height, that I 
am convinced the bounds ‘of moral philofophy muft be extended in proportion.” 
« Surely, faid I to myfelf in rapture and altonifhment, we have'caufe to regret the. 
unmeafurablenefs of art, and the’ fhortnefs of: life, which contribute equally to 
conceal from-us thefe amazing difcoveries. “There has not been wanting induftry or 
genius in our times; but we poffefs thefe inftruments of fcience in vain, if what 
the reafon of one age approves, the reafon of another condemns; and if it be the 
will of the great Oromaspes, that truth fhould be rather ftumbled on by accident, 
than found upon fearch. We have a‘contempt for the low attainments of ancient 
days; and yet our fucceffors will-ftill more juftly laugh at us, for giving credit‘to 
the “ water of Taxes, andthe * atoms of Democritus, when by the affiftance of 
a few rational principles, and rational men, they fhall have opened.a field of know- 
ledee to be perpetually enlarged by experience; in which every one of common 
fenfe, and common obfervation, may be ufeful; where the fenfualift may find 
fomething, that will promote his pleafures, and the virtuous can find nothing,’ that 
is unwortny of his labours.” ‘This ftrain of eloquence difturbed my reft, «and broke 
the agreeable vifion. 


* Dr. Hatuey. - See his theory of the magnet and of the winds in the Philofophic. Tranfaé. 
§ Seethe X. B. Hom. Onyss. 


t, " The one alluding to his difcoveries in optics ; the other to his grand principle of gravitation. 


w,x Sir Isaac Newton feems, in different parts of his life, to have entertained conjectures, not 
unlike the two different principles on which the fyftems of Tuates and Democritus -were founded, 
though conceived and exprefled much more intelligibly and philofophically. In a letter to Mr. 
O.pensura, dated January 25, 1675-6, he has thefe remarkable words: ‘* The frame of nature may 
‘be nothing but various contextures of etherial fpirits condenfed as it were by precipitation, fomething 
after the manner, that vapours are condenfed into water, or exhalations into groffer fubftances, though 
not fo eafily condenfible ; and after condenfation wrought into various forms, at firlt by the imme- 
diate hand of the Creator, and ever fince. by the power of nature, who, by virtue of the command, 
increafe and multiply, became a complete imitator of the copies fet her by the protoplaft. Thus ma 
all things be originated from /Ether, &c.’’ In the fecond edition of his Optics, 1717, towards the 
conclufion he exprefles himfelf thus: ‘* All bodies feem to be compofed of hard particles ; for other- 
wife fluids would not congeal, &c. and therefore hardnefs may be reckoned the property “of all 
uncompounded matter, &c. All thefe things confidered, it is probable, that God in the beginning 
formed matter in folid, mafly, hard, impenetrable, moveable particles, &c. Thefe primitive par- 
ticles being folid, are. incomparably harder than any porous bodies compounded of them; even fo 
hard, as never to break or wear in pieces, &c.”? The firft-of thefe .conje€tures bears. a refem: 
blance to the water or Alther of THanzs; the fecond to the atomic or corpufcular philofophy of 
Democritus, aoe: 


Excellent 
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Excellent SMerpis, vouchfafe to unfold the hidden meaning of what I have re- 

lated. If the whole be chimerical, and arofe from the fumes of indigeftion, and 

a difordered ftate of body, permit me at leaft to fay, that my fleeping thoughts 

are much better than my waking ones. But if it was prefented to my fancy by 

thofe genii, who haunt the flumbers of the pious, and poffefs the mirror of futu- 
rity, I fhall think myfelf the moft highly favoured of mankind. 

C. 


AppITIoN. to. the LIVth LrEeTTrer.. 


P2105. 1. 14. After the words, “in which-the Athenians are auxiliaries to the 
latter,” infert as follows, and omit the laft fentence of that paragraph: and have en- 
gaged to fend a fleet to fupport him in his project of fetting Amynras, the fon of 
Pururp, brother to Perpiccas, on his uncle’s throne. The Thracian monarch has 
raifed a very numerous army, not lefs than 150,000 men, out of his own fubjects, 
and the nations. his-allies. He is marched at the head’of it to invade Macedon, 
carrying along with him the young Amynras,,whom he treats as a king. Per- 
piccas, fenfible of his inability to keep the field againft fo fuperior a force, has 
thrown.the beft of his infantry into. his ftrongeft places, and contents himfelf with 
harraffing the enemy, defending the paffes, and laying wafte the country.to deprive 
them of fubfiftence by means of his cavalry, which are excellent.. Srraicrs has 
notwithftanding made a confiderable progrefs already. Womene, a frontier town, 
which ventured to ftand a fiege, he carried by ftorm; and feveral others, as Mygdo- 
nia, Griftonia,.and Anthemus, have furrendered without oppofition, out of regard 
to the memory of Puiwrp, whofe inheritance they once were. ‘The Athenians think 
it a very feafonable and ufeful. diverfion, for they are well affured, that the Mace+ 
donian king was on the point of entering a fecond time into the confederacy againit 
them, ,if this war had not reduced. him to a ftate of felf-defence. 


